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Commercial fishing has a complicated relationship with the oil industry.
While our fleets depend on diesel and other petroleum products to catch fish, 

it’s hard for fishermen not to be somewhat wary of the oil industry. That’s what 
disasters such as Exxon Valdez and Deepwater Horizon do to trust.

On a broader scale, many fishermen no doubt are concerned about climate 
change associated with burning fossil fuels.

But fishermen in Alaska today have reason to pull for the success of  
oil companies.

For decades, oil revenue has paid for much of the cost of government in  
Alaska. And a healthy government is necessary for a full harvest of seafood.

In recent years, oil production and revenue have dropped, forcing the state 
to make cuts to deal with large budget deficits. These cuts are beginning to  
affect fisheries.

One solution is to find more oil. Fortunately, this appears to be happening.
On March 9, the Spanish energy giant Repsol announced a major Alaska oil 

discovery – what the company called the largest U.S. onshore oil find in 30 
years. The discovery, known as Horseshoe, could combine with related finds to 
substantially boost Alaska’s oil production.

The Repsol announcement follows last October’s news from another oil  
company, Caelus Energy, saying it also had made a major oil find.

Both discoveries are on Alaska’s North Slope, where the giant Prudhoe Bay 
oil field has been pumping out billions of dollars in crude oil for many years. 
The finds are encouraging because the North Slope is a maturing basin where 
significant new discoveries seemed increasingly doubtful.

“Alaska has relied almost entirely on oil revenues to pay for general  
government operations,” the state’s Institute of Social and Economic Research 
says. “Those revenues are made up not only of taxes but also royalty payments, 
which the state government collects because the Prudhoe Bay oil field and  
surrounding oil fields are on state-owned land.”

More oil dollars will help the state employ the fishery biologists and conduct 
the management activities and stock assessments necessary for keeping sea-
sons open and fishermen working. The alternative is tighter, more conservative  
fisheries management and taxes on industry or income.

It will be years until new oil discoveries come into production. In the  
meantime, the fishing industry is fighting to minimize the pain as legislators 
weigh state spending.

In a March 8 letter to legislative finance chairmen, United Fishermen of 
Alaska urged support for a Department of Fish and Game budget that restores 
some lost funding and also reduces the need for departmental “test fisheries” to 
generate revenue. Test fisheries “are effectively a tax on the seafood industry,” 
UFA said.
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Icicle leadership change: Chris Ruettgers 
has resigned as CEO of Seattle-based Icicle 
Seafoods, parent company Cooke says.  
– scribd.com

Salvaging TPP: An Alaska state senator  
has introduced a resolution urging action  
to mitigate harm to Alaska’s fishing  
industry resulting from a U.S. withdrawal 
from the Trans-Pacific Partnership  
– alaskasenatedems.com

Back off, Mr. President: Two Democratic 
congressmen say Trump actions on federal 
rules and regulations could interfere with 
fisheries. – huffman.house.gov

Fish picks: Alaska’s governor has made a 
slate of appointments to the state Board of 
Fisheries. – kdlg.org

Fish board expansion: A Kodiak legislator 
has introduced a bill to enlarge the Alaska 
Board of Fisheries from seven members to 
nine. – deckboss.blogspot.com

Ocean Beauty’s strategy: The processor 
says current market conditions favor frozen 
salmon, and the company won’t be canning 
fish this year in Petersburg. – kfsk.org

Bipartisan cooperation: Congressman 
DeFazio, D-Ore., intervenes with the Trump 
administration to help the West Coast 
groundfish industry. – theworldlink.com

‘Not acceptable’: Oregon’s governor is criti-
cizing the state Fish and Wildlife Commis-
sion’s recent vote to allow continued gillnet-
ting on the Columbia River. – oregonlive.com

Bering Sea search: The U.S. Coast Guard  
is leading a major search after a fishing  
vessel with six aboard apparently sank  
over the weekend near St. George Island.  
– seattletimes.com

Search suspended: The F/V Destination 
and its crew of six remain missing after the 
boat apparently sank near St. George Island 
in the Bering Sea. – adn.com

Pebble pessimism: A financial firm  
calls Alaska’s proposed Pebble mine “not 
commercially viable.” – seekingalpha.com

Canada MPA conflict: Commercial  
fishermen say they’ll fight government 
plans to ban fishing near fragile glass-
sponge reefs in B.C.’s Hecate Strait.  
– vancouversun.com

Juneau watch:  United Fishermen of  
Alaska is raising concerns over a legislative 
proposal on personal income taxes.  
– juneauempire.com

A new gig: Shirley Marquardt, the former 
Unalaska mayor, has been appointed state 
director of boards and commissions.  
– kucb.org

Keeping track of commercial fisheries: 
Bob King has written “A History of Statistical 
Areas in Alaska.” – adfg.alaska.gov

Anxious Alaska longliners: Will the 
Trump administration allow the halibut  
and sablefish seasons to open on time?  
– kfsk.org

Cook Inlet fish fight: Dipnetting propos-
als dominate the agenda for the Alaska fish 
board’s marathon meeting in Anchorage. 
– adn.com

Sitka fish fight: The Sitka Tribe of Alaska 
wants to restrict the commercial herring 
fishery. – kcaw.org

Commerce secretary confirmed: Part  
of the job for Wilbur Ross will include  
overseeing weather forecasting and fishery 
management. – washingtonpost.com

Tough salmon outlook: Low coho returns 
are again expected to hamper Washington 
state fisheries. – wdfw.wa.gov

Filet-O-Fish for Lent: Two new commer-
cials and an upcoming digital video show-
case the wild-caught Alaska pollock used in 
the McDonald’s sandwich. – adage.com
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COMMENTARY

U.S. Navy should reschedule Gulf of Alaska training
Despite many requests to change the timing of its upcoming 

“Northern Edge” training exercise to avoid negative impacts 
to commercial fisheries, the U.S. Navy has doubled down on  
its schedule.

The exercise currently is set for May 1-12.
Northern Edge is a live-fire training event, part of which is  

conducted over the Gulf of Alaska.
This area is essential fish habitat for 383 species of fish, including 

all five species of Pacific salmon. It’s a 
highly productive region for various 
marine fish and shellfish populations 
and supports some of the most pro-
ductive fisheries in the United States.

The Navy is seeking authoriza-
tion from the National Marine Fish-
eries Service to disperse at sea up to 
352,000 pounds of expended mate-
rials from bombs, missiles, targets 
and pyrotechnics, naval gun shells, 
small-caliber rounds, and sonobuoys. 
Of that amount, 10,500 pounds are 
hazardous (e.g., lead, cyanide, and 
cadmium). There is no marine debris 
cleanup plan.

Seven coastal communities have passed resolutions united in 
their message to the Navy: Move your training.

The resolutions request that the Navy move its scheduled  
training to no earlier than October and for Northern Edge to 
remain a winter exercise in future training cycles.

In August 2016, the Navy published an Environmental Impact 

by CHRISTINA HENDRICKSON

Statement (EIS), available at goaeis.com. In the fish section, the  
EIS concluded that there would be no adverse impacts despite 
these statements:

• “Little is known about the very important issues of non- 
mortality damage in the short- and long-term, and nothing is 
known about effects on behavior of fish.”

• “Based upon currently available data it is not possible to  
predict specific effects of Navy impulsive sources (sound pro-

duced from explosions and sonar) 
on fish. At the same time, there are  
several results that are at least sug-
gestive of potential effects that result 
in death or damage.”

• “Fish not killed or driven from 
a location by an explosion might 
change their behavior, feeding pat-
tern, or distribution.”

Subsequent sections on marine 
mammals, birds, and socioeconom-
ics read the same – inconclusive 
evidence at this time – yet the Navy 
concludes that there will be no sig-
nificant impacts.

While the Navy has said it will 
use hardly any explosives in Northern Edge 2017, it has not made 
a legal commitment to using less than the amount for which it is 
seeking authorization.

Moreover, future exercises in 2019 and 2021 may use weaponry, 
munitions, and sonar up to the limits in the EIS.

Many of our coastal communities rely on commercial fishing as 
a main source of economic income and livelihoods. Furthermore, 
commercial fishing is the largest private sector employer in the 
state of Alaska and supports over 63,000 jobs.

A fisherwoman, biologist, and Native Alaskan from Kodiak  
commented:

“May is when the salmon return to our nets. Salmon is important 
to us. This training is so close to Kodiak. We count on salmon. We  
are alarmed. This is a valuable subsistence resource. Kodiak is the  
second-largest fishing port in the nation (i.e., tonnage) and third in value. 
Commercial fishing supports 20 percent of our local workforce. Kodiak 
people are sea-minded. We watch it, live it, breathe it everyday. We rely on 
the sea. Salmon is important spiritually. We use it at all our gatherings: 
potlucks, funerals, traditions.”

These communities are not against the training itself. They sim-
ply want a return to winter exercises, as was the practice from 1973-
2003. Millions of animals move through the designated training 
area in May. October is quieter.

In Cordova, a Navy submarine veteran commented:

“There are many confusing elements to this. We should look at it sim-
ply: Is the Navy’s presence a positive or a negative? It’s bad. We just don’t 
know how bad. It’s possible to train in all weather. The community has 
asked to move Northern Edge to October. Please move.”

How can you help move the U.S. Navy’s training to win-
ter? Join us in telling the Navy and NMFS that October is 
viable and less impactful to those who live on the Gulf of Alas-
ka coast and fish in its waters. Visit summerisforsalmon.org 
to be a part of our campaign, learn more, and let your voice  
be heard!  

Christina Hendrickson is a staffer for Summer is for Salmon, a Cordova-
based advocacy group.
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U.S. Navy should reschedule Gulf of Alaska training
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“We make sure you come home safely”

The drought peak seen three years ago will wipe out much of 
this year’s West Coast ocean salmon season, with southern Oregon 
and Northern California bearing the brunt of the impact.

The Pacific Fishery Management Council adopted a range of 
West Coast salmon season alternatives on March 13.

A council press release said “drought, disease, poor ocean  
conditions, and other issues” are expected to reduce Klamath River 
Chinook salmon returns to a record low level.

That will heavily impact seasons in southern Oregon and North-
ern California, with fishing completely closed in the Klamath Man-
agement Zone (KMZ) from Humbug Mountain, Oregon (near Port 
Orford), to Horse Mountain, California (just north of Shelter Cove).

California is doubly impacted, as low returns of endangered 
winter-run Sacramento River Chinook will also reduce fishing 
south of the KMZ. In the Fort Bragg area from Horse Mountain  
to Point Arena, the only fishing option is for September, and a  
complete closure is on the table.

In the San Francisco area, two alternatives include August 
through October seasons, and a May-June season is proposed in an 
alternative covering San Francisco to Monterey south. But another 
alternative proposes closure of those areas.

Vast closure possible: The situation is so worrisome that the 
council is considering a complete fishing closure after April 30 from 
Cape Falcon in Oregon clear down to the Mexico border.

“The salmon runs this year will present a challenge for ocean 
fishermen and managers throughout the West Coast,” said Chuck 
Tracy, the council’s executive director. He added that the projected 
low Klamath Chinook returns are “unprecedented.”

In southcentral Oregon, a season alternative for the Tillamook 
and Newport area allows Chinook fishing from mid-April to  
October, with periodic closures. A separate alternative for the  
Tillamook, Newport, and Coos Bay area allows fishing from mid-
April through early June and a brief early 
August opening.

The council will also consider a complete 
season closure in the southcentral area.

Things improve beyond the range of the 
two problem species. Areas north of Cape 
Falcon will see what’s described as “tradi-
tional Chinook seasons” between May and 
September.

Chinook quotas in areas of northern 
Oregon and Washington range from 40,000 
to 50,000 fish, which compares favorably 
to the 35,000-fish quotas seen in 2016. 
Two alternatives allow catches of marked 
(hatchery) coho salmon.

Coho returns to several Puget Sound-
area rivers are projected to be “extremely 
low,” which will limit salmon fisheries, the 
Washington Department of Fish and Wild-
life said in a Feb. 28 news release.

The council will choose a final West 
Coast season alternative on April 11, and 
the National Marine Fisheries Service will 
issue definitive approval by May 1.  

– Daniel Mintz

Hard times ahead for 
West Coast salmon

Coast Guard, NTSB probe 
crabber Destination loss

The U.S. Coast Guard has convened a marine board of investi-
gation regarding the loss of the crab boat Destination and its six-
member crew.

“A marine board of investigation is the highest level of inves-
tigation in the Coast Guard,” a Feb. 24 news release from Coast 
Guard headquarters said. “Upon completion of the investiga-
tion, the board will issue a report to the commandant with the  
evidence collected, the facts established, and its conclusions and 
recommendations.”

The National Transportation Safety Board is participating along-
side the Coast Guard investigation, but the NTSB will produce an 
independent report with its own findings.

The investigation could prove difficult, as the boat and crew 
remained missing as of press time.

The 110-foot Destination apparently sank early on Feb. 11 just 
northwest of St. George Island in the Bering Sea.

Coast Guard aircraft located a debris field including a 
transmitting EPIRB (emergency position-indicating radio 
beacon), a life ring from the vessel, buoys, tarps, and an  
oil sheen.   – Wesley Loy
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way down to my bone.”
The other two crew members took him to the tool room and 

helped him remove his boots, oilskins, sweatpants, and long 
underwear. At first, McNeil was unsure how bad the injury was.

“It hurt really bad,” he said. “I reached down and grabbed a 
handful of skin flap. At that point, I knew I was in trouble.”

The crew members called for help.
“It was called in as a medical injury,” said Sand Point Police  

Officer Eric Tupper. “I responded to the initial call. Once I arrived, 
I figured out very quickly that it was a sea lion bite. It was a pretty 
nasty wound.”

“It took a good chunk and ripped his calf muscles,” said  
skipper Ley.

Surgery, physical therapy: McNeil was transported to the  
clinic. Health care providers cleaned out the wound and stitched 
it up until he could get to Anchorage. Soon afterward, he was on 
board a plane and then transported to an Anchorage hospital. An 
orthopedic surgeon operated on his leg later that evening. 

“The muscles in my calf were partially severed,” said McNeil, 
“so the surgeon reattached them.

“Some of the stiches were to hold my muscle up where there was a 
hole. Another hole looked just like a shark bite.”

McNeil said although he was given pain 
medication, his body doesn’t seem to respond 
to it.

“I haven’t been pain-free at all,” he said. 
“Not once.”

He’s currently recovering at home in Deer 
Park, Washington, with the help of his wife. 
He’s unable to walk right now. McNeil said 
he has to keep his leg elevated at all times to 
prevent swelling. In another month, his leg 
will be placed in a boot. He said it’s expected 
to take at least 12 weeks for his calf muscles to 
heal. Then he will begin physical therapy.

But why? Looking back on the attack, 
McNeil said he doesn’t know how or why this 
happened.

“It’s something I’ve done a hundred times 
before. The net was clean. There were no fish 
on board. This was an unprovoked attack, as 
far as I’m seeing it. It happened quick. I’m a 
big guy. I’m 6-foot-3. I was wearing bright 
orange oilskins. There’s no way the sea lion 

Sea lion attacks Alaska  
fisherman at dock

Are Steller sea lions becoming more aggressive? USFWS photo

Editor’s note: This article originally appeared in the Feb. 28  
edition of In the Loop, a newsletter published by the Aleutians East 
Borough. It is reprinted here with permission.

Michael “Mack” McNeil never saw it coming when a sea lion 
jumped on board a commercial fishing vessel, clamped onto his 
leg with its jaw, and slammed him to the deck.

“It was the worst pain I’ve ever felt,” McNeil said.
The attack happened Jan. 23 on board the F/V Cape St. Elias. 

The boat was tied up to the Peter Pan Seafoods dock in Sand 
Point, Alaska. Owner/skipper Ben Ley said the attack was  
totally unprovoked.

“We were taking off a pollock net and putting on our cod net at 
the time,” he said. “There were zero fish on board. That’s what’s 
kind of eerie about this.”

The crew members were moving a net forward off of the reel and 
stacking it so they could put it away. McNeil was standing with his 
back to the stern ramp.

McNeil said before the attack occurred, none of the crew  
members saw the sea lion swimming around nearby.

“This was completely out of the blue,” he said. “I was running 
hydraulics, and I walked around to clear the backlash. The sea lion 
came up all the way out of the water, jumped up over the stern 
ramp and up onto the deck, several feet up.”

McNeil said the sea lion grabbed him before it even hit the deck 
of the boat. The other crew members grabbed McNeil before he got 
any closer to the stern ramp. 

“He took a couple hops back toward the water, but then let go,” 
McNeil said. “It was extreme pain, right from the start. It bit all the 

Web: www.commodoresboats.com/sponson     Phone: 604-247-2628

American fishermen are bringing their boats 
to Canada to save $$$!

US$/CAD$ Exchange rate draws 
US vessels to Canadian  

full-service shipyards for repairs

Richmond, British Columbia: During tight economic competitive 
times, Pacific Coast fishermen are looking for ways to increase effi-
ciency, save money and increase profits. Mark Tucker from Tokeland, 
Washington (Voyager, 42' aluminum crab boat) knows this. Recently 
he conducted online research of both Canadian and American companies 
skilled enough to perform a substantial sponson project on his vessel. With 
the low cost of the Canadian dollar and Commodore’s reputation as a reputable, skilled, full service 
boat repair shop, it simply made sense to bring his boat to Canada to do the repairs. For the full story 
on this sponson project visit their website to find out how easy it is to bring your boat to Canada.
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could have mistaken me for a piece of fish.”
McNeil and Ley are concerned that if an 

attack like this had happened to a child, the 
consequences could have been far worse.

“I’ve seen kids walking on the docks,” 
McNeil said. “That sea lion could do the 
same thing to them.”

“This isn’t the first time something like 
this has happened, and it won’t be the last,” 
Ley said. “If a small kid got bit in the leg 
the way Mack did and was pulled into the 
water, he wouldn’t be able to swim back to 
the surface.”

Ley said in the past 12 years that he’s 
come to Sand Point, he has noticed that 
some sea lions in the area have become 
more aggressive.

“It sure seems to me that they’re worse 
than I can ever remember,” he said.

NOAA’s Office of Law Enforcement in 
Kodiak is unclear why the sea lion attacked 
McNeil after reviewing the report from the 
Sand Point Police Department. Tim Gould, 
supervisory enforcement officer, said he 
also heard that the deck was totally clean 
without any fish on board.

“There was nothing that would instigate 
it,” he said. “They (the crew members) were 
not doing anything other than maintenance 
on the boat.”

Previous attacks: Gould said his office 
has also received reports over the years 
from Dutch Harbor and Kodiak of fisher-
men getting bitten by sea lions in the back-
side in or near harbors.

In March 2004, according to a Juneau 
Empire newspaper article, a sea lion leaped 
out of the water and grabbed 19-year-old 
Ray Dushkin Jr. as he was working on his 
grandfather’s docked boat, pulling him 
into the water at the King Cove harbor. 
They had just returned from cod fishing a 
day earlier. Dushkin was standing next to 
the fish hold just inside the railing, about  
2 feet from the edge of the boat, when  
it happened.

“He went over like a rag doll,” Dushkin’s 
father, Ray Dushkin Sr., told the Anchorage 
Daily News.

A few moments later, the animal let him 
go, leaving him with an inch and a half 
scrape on his backside, but fortunately no 
bite mark. His coveralls and the pants worn 
underneath were torn. It’s unclear what 
prompted the animal to grab Dushkin Jr. in 
the first place.

“Sea lions have been around for a long 
time, and they know the sound of the gear,” 
said Tom Gelatt.

Gelatt leads the Alaska Ecosystems  
Program that conducts research on Steller 

sea lions and northern fur seals for NOAA.
“If there’s food around – not saying 

they’re being fed – but if there’s fish or fish 
byproduct going into the water or nets with  
fish, sea lions can become less frightened of 
people over time,” Gelatt said.

Gould said in the past, there have been 
cases where fishermen in his enforcement 
area have dumped fish parts near docks or in  
harbors. He said as a result, some sea lions 
may view fishing boats as a food source. In 
other cases, there have been instances where 
tourists or residents have fed sea lions, 
resulting in hefty fines. Gould said NOAA 
has conducted positive outreach to the  
general public to let everyone know that 
feeding sea lions is illegal. He said over the 
years, NOAA has placed articles in news-
papers and installed signs at fish-cleaning 
stations as part of its education campaign.

According to NOAA, feeding changes 
the natural behaviors of sea lions, decreas-
ing their willingness to find their own food 
and increasing the chances they will steal 
fish from fishermen.

As a result, sea lions may lose their 
natural wariness of humans and associ-
ate people with food. This often results in  
dangerous and unpredictable behavior 
towards people. These behaviors may be 
passed to other sea lions. 

“Sea lions can get aggressive when they 
don’t get fed,” Gould said.

Can you kill them? That can cause  
problems for fishermen who are doing 
everything right. It’s still a complete mys-
tery as to why the sea lion attacked McNeil 
last month in Sand Point.

In any case, fishermen such as Ley and 
McNeil are wondering what people can do 
to protect themselves if a sea lion confronts 
them in an aggressive manner.

For example, in the case of bears, you are 
permitted by law to kill a bear in defense  
of your life or property under the  
following conditions: If the attack was not 
provoked or caused by negligently leaving 
human or pet food or garbage in a manner 
that attracts bears, and if you have done 
everything else you can to protect your life 
and property.

However, in the case of Steller sea lions, it 
is an entirely different matter.

“There’s nothing we can do about it, 
honestly,” Gould said. “We can’t do any-
thing that will harm Steller sea lions. They 
are federally protected animals under the 
Marine Mammal Act. Our hands are really 
tied in this situation. They’re aggressive  
animals, and they need to be left alone. We 
just try to educate the public.”  
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NEWS NET

A new method of fishing for Pacific swordfish off the West Coast 
is proving its value to both fishermen and protected species.

As part of its effort to maximize economic benefits while mini-
mizing nontarget catch, the Pacific Fishery Management Council 
has considered and recommended to NOAA Fisheries a variety of 
exempted fishing permit (EFP) applications that, if issued, will test 
different methods to sustainably harvest Pacific swordfish.

The Pfleger Institute of Environmental Research (PIER), a 
nonprofit organization that promotes sustainable fishing, is testing 
deep-set buoy gear under an EFP from NOAA Fisheries.

East Coast fishermen have long used buoy-based fishing gear 
to target swordfish in shallow waters at night. The West Coast 
design uses heavy weights to lower baited hooks to depths of more 
than 1,000 feet during the day, avoiding unmarketable or federally 
protected species that reside in shallower waters.

The method is showing promise as another way to operate 
sustainable fisheries that minimize bycatch and interactions with 
protected species, such as marine mammals and sea turtles.

“We are happy with the progress that the EFP team has made 
thus far and pleased to see that the markets keep receiving the 
product at a premium,” said Chugey Sepulveda, research scientist 
at PIER. “We are hopeful that the use of deep-set buoy gear and 
possibly other methods that reduce the catch of unwanted species 
will provide new opportunities to West Coast fishermen in the 
years to come.”

Deep-set buoy gear innovation in West Coast 
swordfish fishery boosts market price

How EFPs work: NOAA Fisheries may issue an EFP to 
fishermen or organizations, such as PIER, to test new fisheries and 
gear or methods. The results, with public input, help the council 
decide if the new approach can be scaled up to become a viable 
commercial fishery for recommendation to NOAA Fisheries.

“EFPs allow us to work with the fishing industry to develop new 
technologies that improve the sustainability of a particular fishery. 
They help us meet NOAA Fisheries’ mission of reducing the catch 
of unwanted species (bycatch) and supporting the recovery of our 
protected resources,” said Christopher Fanning, a fisheries policy 
analyst for NOAA Fisheries’ West Coast Region.

Deep-set buoy fishing takes advantage of the fact that different 
marine species feed at different depths at certain times of the day. 
Sea turtles, whales, and many fish are most commonly found in 
warm surface waters known as the upper mixed layer. Other fish 
such as swordfish, opah, and bigeye thresher sharks pursue food 
resources in deeper waters.

The deep-set buoy system uses heavy weights to rapidly lower 
baited hooks to target swordfish between 1,000 and 1,500 feet. The 
buoy gear’s strike detection system alerts fishermen when a fish is 
on the line and allows for its quick retrieval once hooked. It also 
preserves the quality and freshness of the catch and allows for the 
live release of any unwanted catch.

Price premium: The rapid processing of the catch and high 
quality of the landed product brings a premium price at mar-

ket. This helps compensate fishermen for 
the additional time and effort involved in  
buoy fishing.

To assure that buyers are getting what they 
pay for, PIER has designed a unique tagging 
program that links the deep-set buoy-caught 
fish with the plate of the consumer. A tag on 
every fish allows consumers to track the fish 
from vessel to plate. Consumers can use a 
project webpage on PIER’s website to verify 
that their product came from one of the 
deep-set buoy vessels.

Although the EFP trials have been prom-
ising, deep-set buoy fishing for Pacific 
swordfish still needs to be proven efficient 
and profitable enough to interest fishermen 
accustomed to other methods.

“NOAA Fisheries is committed to sup-
porting the testing of sustainable fishing 
methods and we are encouraged by early 
results of EFPs issued to date to efficiently 
catch swordfish while also avoiding nontar-
get species,” Fanning said.

PIER plans to apply for an EFP to test a 
larger-scale design that involves linking indi-
vidual buoy systems together. The expanded 
design may be more attractive to larger com-
mercial fishing operations looking for alter-
native methods for catching swordfish.  

– NOAA Fisheries
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MONEY MATTERS

Seiners at Sitka, a vibrant fishing town in Southeast Alaska. Photo by James Poulson, Daily Sitka Sentinel

Fishing communities can survive – and even thrive – as fish 
abundance and market prices shift if they can catch a variety 
of species and nimbly move from one fishery to the next.

These findings, published Jan. 16 in the journal Nature Com-
munications, draw upon 34 years of data collected in more than 
100 fishing communities in Alaska that depend on fishing for  
livelihoods, cultural traditions, and daily subsistence. The Uni-
versity of Washington researchers found that communities that 
fished for many different species and had the ability to shift what 

Hedging their bets
The most resilient fishing communities are highly diversified,  

Alaska research shows
they harvested, and when, were more resilient to unpredictable  
downturns in fish abundance and market prices than communities 
that put all their effort into only a few fisheries.

“This study is about starting the conversation about how  
communities can buffer themselves against unpredictable  
ecosystem changes in the future,” said lead author Timothy 
Cline, a doctoral student in the UW’s School of Aquatic and 
Fishery Sciences. “There is no reason why any community in the 
world that depends on renewable resources could not benefit  
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The harbor at Kodiak, hub of the Central Gulf of Alaska fisheries. Wesley Loy photo

Continued on Page 14

from this approach.”
In their analysis, the researchers used 

common financial principles to illustrate 
how fishing communities can buffer against 
market and ecosystem shifts. Maintain-
ing a diverse portfolio of fishing permits, 
for example, ensures that a community can 
switch to halibut or Dungeness crab if salm-
on take a turn for the worse. Just like with 
financial stocks, each fishery might not deliv-
er at the same time, but that diversity allows 
for stability in the long run.

“Human systems can collapse if they have 
no ability to roll with the punches and adapt 
when ecosystems re-express themselves,” 
said co-author Daniel Schindler, a UW 
professor of aquatic and fishery sciences. 
“This analysis shows that the communities  
that did not suffer from oceanic regime 
shifts were those that could adapt to changes in the quantity and  
composition of natural resources.”

Revenue analysis: The researchers looked specifically at the 
average fishing revenue in 105 Alaska communities for 10 years 
before and after 1989, a year when the North Pacific Ocean expe-
rienced a significant shift in productivity and abrupt changes in 
the composition of marine food webs, while at the same time the 
global price for salmon dropped because of competition from farm-
raised fish.

Commercial fishing in Alaska provides $1.3 billion in annual 
income from harvest alone, and in some remote areas fishing is the 
only major industry.

Many Alaska communities lost more than half of their revenue 
following 1989. However, the researchers found that communities 
with the highest level of diversity in what they fished for saw little 
or no change in revenue. Specifically, communities that had high 
diversity were able to shift to different fisheries after 1989, and 
some even increased their revenue streams by leveraging new and 
emerging fish markets.

“We found that well-diversified communities also had higher 
turnover, or the ability to go out and fish for species that are more 
abundant while relying less on those that declined,” Cline said. “If 
you are diversified, it’s just a matter of focusing on fisheries that 
are more abundant or more valuable, and if you’re not diversified, 
that means adapting your portfolio by selling what you had and 
buying something new.”

The authors recognize this can be difficult for individual  
fishermen – fishing permits are expensive and can be hard to 
obtain. When dispersed across the community level, however,  
individuals could still specialize, but differently from their neigh-
bor. For example, one subset could fish for pink salmon, while 
another tackles halibut or Dungeness crab. Revenues from these 
efforts are felt throughout the community.

Additionally, this approach promotes a powerful shared identity, 

On the Web: Read the study at  
nature.com/articles/ncomms14042

the authors explained.
“There’s intrinsic value in the identity of being a fishing  

community,” Schindler said. “That sense of community iden-
tity is basically reinforced by the fact that the community 
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is adapting to the ecosystem, which is always 
changing.”

CFEC data: The rich dataset used in this  
analysis, provided by the Alaska Commercial  
Fisheries Entry Commission, was invaluable in 
allowing the researchers to test concepts of diversification and 
turnover – switching to catch more abundant fish – which have 
been put forth in other papers as ways of managing human  
interactions with natural resources.

These principles could be applied to fisheries around the world, 
and many small fishing communities already diversify naturally, 
the authors explained. Traditional science tends to emphasize 
gathering data to make better predictions of how natural resources 
will fare, but perhaps that isn’t the best approach when manag-
ing resources in a highly variable and unpredictable environment,  
they argue.
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IRS offers tax information  
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If you’re a commercial fisherman with tax  
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The IRS has another worthwhile website on  
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– Wesley Loy

The harbor at Cordova, a key Prince William Sound fishing port. Wesley Loy photo

“With ongoing climate change, population growth, and ocean 
acidification, the question is, what’s the future going to look like? 
We should expect the unexpected,” Schindler said. “Then the  
question becomes, what can we do to develop resilient communi-
ties for what is guaranteed to be an unexpected new future?”

“While 40 years ago most fishermen were generalists, and 
switched between fish stocks as they fluctuated, the efforts to 
reduce overall fishing effort has generally forced fishermen to 
specialize in a small number of fisheries,” said co-author Ray  
Hilborn, a UW professor in aquatic and fishery sciences. “We  
need to explore ways to allow flexibility while still restraining the 
total catch.”

This work was funded by the National Science Foundation.  
– University of Washington
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MANAGEMENT

The halibut fishery inspired the first statistical areas along the Pacific coast. Dan Evans photo

Editor’s note: This article is taken from the February edition of Alaska 
Fish & Wildlife News, the Alaska Department of Fish and Game’s  
online magazine.

Sustainable management of Alaska’s abundant fishery  
resources depends on knowing a few key statistics: how 
many of what species are caught, when, and where.

This has been an issue since the beginning. In 1892, salmon  
canneries were spreading from Southeast to Bristol Bay, and  
Congress required the first statistical reports on Alaska’s fisheries. 
These early reports left a lot to be desired. The catch data was based 
on each cannery’s self-reported production records. The Treasury 
agents in charge then kept better statistics on imports of booze  
into Alaska than they did on the number of fish being shipped  
out. Priorities.

By 1905, they wanted a better idea where all these fish were 
being caught, so they divided catch information by region:  
Southeast, Central Alaska (Cordova, Cook Inlet, Karluk, and  

by BOB KING

Chignik), and Western Alaska, which at the time was just  
Bristol Bay. The total in 1905, a respectable 117 million pounds, was 
composed mostly of salmon. While they started to narrow down 
on where fish were being caught, it was still mainly economic  
data that was being collected. Nobody was really managing  
fisheries then.

Halibut first: Biology first became an issue with halibut. Halibut 
catches along the Pacific coast grew in the early 20th century, but 
catch rates declined. Halibut fishermen had to fish longer and sail 
farther to catch the same amount. It was a big enough problem in 
the 1920s that the United States and Canada signed a halibut treaty 
and hired a promising young Stanford graduate to figure it all out.

William F. Thompson applied science to the problem. In 1927, 
he carved out the first statistical areas along the Pacific coast. He  
created 35 areas from Coos Bay, Oregon, to Unimak Pass, creating a 
new statistical area every 60 miles. The data generated led to one of 
the Halibut Commission’s first actions. Thompson’s data showed 
that half the halibut catch came from south of Cape Spencer, near 

Keeping track of fisheries
A history of statistical areas in Alaska
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Over the years, Alaska has revised and fine-tuned its statistical areas to better manage fisheries. 
James Poulson photo

the top of the Southeast panhandle, 
and the other half came west of it. Cape 
Spencer became the first district line in 
the halibut fishery and remains in effect 
to this day.

Federal biologists copied Thomp-
son’s idea and created statistical areas 
in Southeast, Prince William Sound, 
and Kodiak. These nascent areas were 
complicated, reused the same num-
bers, and applied only to herring. These 
early statistical efforts ground to a halt 
when World War II broke out in 1941. 
As the world returned to normal, the 
matter of counting fish soon came back 
to surface.

In 1950, the U.S. Fish and Wildlife 
Service created a new statistical unit 
and carved up the Alaska coast into 
statistical areas identified by three-digit 
codes, later expanded to five digits  
to  better subdivide areas. Learning 
from past mistakes, statistical areas  
were given unique numbers and 
weren’t consecutive, leaving room for  
change. This general system remains in place today.

Japan factor: An unrelated event would also shape statistical 
areas. After the war, the United States wanted to restore food  
security for Japan. The result was the International North Pacific 
Fisheries Convention (INPFC) signed in 1952. The treaty allowed 
Japan to fish for salmon in the Bering Sea. Harvests grew to tens of 

millions of salmon annually, many of Alaska origin.
Controversial to Alaskans, the State Department said good  

relations with Japan were more important than fish. But they 
agreed about the importance of good catch accounting. As a result, 
the INPFC created new statistical areas on the high seas: a grid  
system that was georeferenced with areas identified by latitude 

Continued on Page 18
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MANAGEMENT

INPFC grid system

and longitude. These blocks started in the western Aleutians and 
were later applied throughout the Bering Sea and Gulf of Alaska. 
Combined with tagging data, they could estimate impacts on  
Alaska salmon. It was a new way to look at fish statistics.

Back at home, motivated in part by fisheries issues, Alaska 
gained statehood in 1959. This meant that Alaskans had control 
over their fisheries. The state created its own statistical unit. The 
young Department of Fish and Game boasted of skilled keypunch 

operators who processed 1.5 mil-
lion IBM cards every year and 
could “provide answers in minutes, 
instead of months.”

This new data suggested chang-
es. ADF&G redrew many district 
boundaries to better manage salm-
on runs. In Prince William Sound, 
ADF&G expanded the number 
of fishing districts from two  
to eight, which required a complete  
reorganization of Prince William 
Sound statistical areas. The same 
thing happened across the state.

Crab boom: While salmon domi-
nated the harvest, the king crab 
boom near Kodiak in the early 
1960s brought a new problem. The 
state’s first crab biologist, Guy  
Powell, argued that stat areas 
for salmon didn’t work for shell-
fish. He proposed new areas that  
followed the seafloor. He drew 
bathymetric stat areas along lines of 

50, 100, and 500 fathoms, and even deeper.
Not everybody liked these contoured areas. Bathymetry data 

then was far from perfect. It created some crazy area lines that were 
hard to follow, even stat areas within stat areas. Some preferred 
the georeferenced grid used by the INPFC. For a while, the two 
systems lived side by side, with bathymetric lines following the 
coast and a grid past 1,000 fathoms. But the state grid wasn’t fully 
georeferenced and wasn’t used by many Alaskans.
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Guy Powell, the state’s first crab biologist. ADF&G photo

Lingcod are among Alaska’s abundant groundfish species.  
ADF&G photo

Those offshore international waters attracted more attention 
from foreign distant-water fleets. Alaskans then didn’t care much 
for groundfish. They liked some sablefish and cod, but most of 
these species were considered “trash fish.” Alaskans landed just 
3.7 million pounds of it in 1976. That same year, Japanese trawlers 
under the INPFC landed 1.2 million tons of groundfish, almost 2.5 
billion pounds, mostly pollock.

The 200-mile limit: That year, Congress passed the trailblazing 
Magnuson-Stevens Act. The new law pushed our jurisdiction out 
to 200 nautical miles and claimed rights to the fish in those waters. 
It took more than a decade for our domestic industry to gear up for 
this massive new fishery. While industry prepared, so did the state. 
In 1985, ADF&G introduced a new grid system for groundfish and 
shellfish that was fully georeferenced and created areas that were 
0.5 by 1 degree.

Alaska’s lucrative groundfish fishery was fully “Americanized” 
in 1991. In just a few years, Alaska production jumped from 500 
million pounds to 5 billion pounds annu-
ally. We’ve never looked back. In 2015,  
Alaska’s catch set a new record of over 6  
billion pounds.

Keeping track of all these fish remains 
a challenge. Over the years, the state has 
revised and fine-tuned these statistical areas 
to better manage fisheries. We added special 
harvest areas, terminal harvest areas, areas 
for set gillnet catches. Unfortunately, not all 
these changes are well documented.

A federal grant under the Saltonstall- 
Kennedy program is allowing the state to 
trace this historical record so we have a more 
accurate understanding where Alaska’s fish 
are landed. Under the direction of IT man-
ager Kathy Jones and Jennifer Shriver, and  
geographic information system (GIS)  
specialist Sabrina Larsen, the team is recon-
structing these changes and rebuilding the 
record of how we counted Alaska’s fish.

Better documentation of this history and 
future changes will help us understand 
where we catch our 6 billion pounds of  
seafood each year so Alaska can continue  
to manage our abundant fishery resources 
sustainably.  

Bob King works as a research analyst with  
the Alaska Department of Fish and Game’s sta-
tistical area team and is author of “Sustaining 
Alaska’s Fisheries: Fifty Years of Statehood.”
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SCIENCE

Syun-Ichi Akasofu at his office in the International Arctic Research  
Center. Ned Rozell photo

As another major rainstorm hit California in February, down-
town San Francisco surpassed its normal rain total for an 

entire year. Reservoirs in the high country were spilling over. So 
ended a five-year drought in the state that some people attributed 
to human-caused climate change.

Those pictures of dried-up California lakes bothered Syun-Ichi 
Akasofu, who recently gave a talk, “The Forthcoming Ice Age,” 
at the University of Alaska Fairbanks. He thinks we humans are 
perhaps living in a period of warmth between cold periods and 
we consider it normal. Mankind’s effects on climate, he said, are a 
minor act in a much grander play.

Akasofu, whom an Anchorage Daily News reporter a decade ago 
called “Alaska’s best-known climate change skeptic,” is now 86. 
Every weekday, he walks into the rear entrance of a building with 
his name on it (home to the International Arctic Research Center) 
and works in his modest partitioned space until early afternoon.

He came to Alaska from Japan in 1958 to study the aurora.  
He became a worldwide expert, and transitioned to people-and-
budget management as director of UAF’s Geophysical Institute 
and later the International Arctic Research Center. He was essential 
in the birth of the latter, now a major UAF institution, by bringing 
in funding from Japan in the late 1990s.

Humanity’s role: Since he was a boy, Akasofu has been a con-
trarian, finding himself looking for an alternative explanation 
when many people agree on an unproven notion. He has spent 

by NED ROZELL

Are we living in a warm 
peak between ice ages?

many hours of his retirement looking for cracks in the argument 
of the importance of humanity’s role in global warming, one of the 
noisiest debates of his time.

Upon reading of the drought-ending rains in California, Akasofu 
said that state is experiencing natural changes that come and go 
in cycles. His pet peeve is “instant climatology,” in which he says 
people base an argument on just a few decades of data.

The time period one chooses, he said, supports or refutes a  
favorite argument. From 1940 to 1975, he pointed out, the average 
temperature on Earth decreased 0.2 degrees Fahrenheit, making 
some believe a new ice age was coming.

Global warming from 1975 on is real, he said, and he agrees that 
carbon dioxide levels are increasing dramatically. But he thinks 
warming world temperatures could be mainly Earth’s natural 
rebound from the Little Ice Age, a period from A.D. 1200 to 1850 
when during some winters the Thames River froze in London and 
so did New York Harbor.

Any measure of change has to begin at some time period. Akasofu 
wonders why scientists like Michael Mann used the year A.D. 1000 
to initiate his famous “hockey stick” graph, which shows incredible 
warming in the past 80 years.

“There’s a big baseline problem,” he said. “You can draw a line 
at (A.D. 1000) to the present to promote the hockey stick, but if you 
go back 500,000 years, there were four ice ages, and we’re on the 
cusp of another.”

Sweet spot? He showed a graph of warmth that follows ice 
ages, noting that we are perhaps at the cyclical peak of heat that 
has happened with regularity in the planet’s history.

If he is right, we are living in a sweet spot, warm enough for 
human comfort, embedded in a pattern we have little to do with. 
His line that follows the temperature swings involved with the 
major ice ages has the world’s average temperature increasing until 
about 2035, when it drops to about the same level as 1990.

“The public should be aware that we are at the peak of this 
change (the warm recovery from a past ice age),” he said. “We are 
luckily at the peak of an impulsive heat input.”

As for today being different than yesterday, he said, it is the  
natural state of things.

“Climate change is happening all the time,” he said. “We should 
respect nature and its power.”  

Ned Rozell is a science writer for the University of Alaska Fairbanks  
Geophysical Institute.
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THE F/T ARAHO

Welcome Aboard

Vessel of the century: The O’Hara Corp.’s 100-plus-year history 
has reached many milestones, including the latest – the construction 
of a technologically sophisticated 194-foot-long factory trawler that 
will work the Bering Sea’s flatfish fishery.

The Rockland, Maine-based company’s progression from its start in 
the early 1900s – when wooden schooners were the norm – is at a 
peak with the F/T Araho.

The new vessel blends European design with a range of efficiency-
oriented systems and is “the first U.S. flag freezer-processor factory 
trawler constructed in over 25 years,” according to a press release 
from the company and Eastern Shipbuilding Group, the Araho’s 
Panama City, Florida-based builder.

O’Hara Vice President Frank O’Hara Jr., whose father’s grandfather 
founded the company, likened current fishing vessel advancements to 
those seen in the 1960s through the early 1980s. In that period, side 
trawls gave way to stern trawls, and a “big hydraulic push” emerged 

‘The next level’ for Bering Sea fishery by Daniel Mintz

along with new electronics.
“During my father’s time, that big jump came kind of all at once, 

and boats that operated that way are still being built to that standard,” 
he said. “But out on the Bering Sea and in the Pacific Northwest, the 
fishery almost begs to go to the next level.”

Restrictions on building and converting to bigger vessels were 
lifted several years ago, and the company opted for new construction 
rather than lengthening and widening one of its older vessels.

“Thank goodness we didn’t do that because the new build, in our 
mind, is the way to go,” O’Hara Jr. said.

Northern exposure: The Araho is the sixth and most sophisti-
cated fishing vessel built for the company by Eastern Shipbuilding. 
The other vessels were built for the East Coast scallop industry, and 
O’Hara Jr. described them as “pretty basic workhorses, with minimal 
hydraulics, small fish holds, and minimal generation capacity.”

With extensive refrigeration, a state-of-the-art processing factory, 



23 APRIL 2017 | WELCOME ABOARD IS BROUGHT TO YOU COURTESY OF THE PACIFIC FISHING ADVERTISING DEPARTMENT

Congratulations
to the 

O’Hara Corporation

electrically driven winches, and energy-efficient power management, 
the Araho’s electronics platform is “10 times as sophisticated as a 
scalloper,” said O’Hara Jr.

Crew comfort is another important consideration. The vessel can 
accommodate 54 employees, with full bathrooms in every stateroom.

Former O’Hara Corp. fishing vessel captain Sewall Maddocks is 
the company’s project manager for the new vessel. He described its 
design as Northern European, with a molded hull that contrasts with 
the hard-chined hulls traditional to U.S. shipbuilding.

The Araho’s design is by the Norwegian firm Skipsteknisk AS, 
which specializes in bulbous bows customized for different maritime 
industries. The O’Hara team met the firm’s architects at a trade show 
in Iceland, and O’Hara Jr. credited Maddocks with being able to draw 
their interest through discussions about fishing.

“It was a meeting that turned into a relationship that turned into a 
contract,” said O’Hara Jr.

Breaking the ice: Fit for the Bering Sea, the 
Araho’s bow has an ice-breaker design. “The ice 
will ride up on the bulb, and it will break by its 
own weight, rather than having to push through 
it,” Maddocks said.

He added that ice davits are also part of the 
design, an aspect that’s new to the U.S. fishing 
industry. The davits keep trawl wires in the stern 
ramp, out of the ice, while fishing.

The molded hull allows the vessel to move 
easily and efficiently through water and ice. It’s 
one of many energy-saving aspects.

Power management is brought to a high level 
with electrical and automation systems designed 
by the Anacortes, Washington-based Ockerman 
Automation Consulting company. Efficiency is the 
pathway to maximizing a vessel’s efforts because 
flatfish quotas have well-defined ceilings.

“If you can catch that quota for the least 
amount of money, your margins are going to be 
bigger,” said O’Hara Jr.

Maddocks described a vessel’s propeller as the 
biggest consumer of energy. “Power manage-
ment is built around a propeller,” he said, adding 
that turning it as slowly as possible and having 
the largest possible diameter enhances efficiency.

The Araho uses a “floating frequency” shaft 
drive system, allowing the main engine to speed 
up and slow down as needed. With a fixed 
frequency drive, the shaft turns faster overall and 
energy is wasted.

“Our electrical system is designed to allow  
us to slow the propeller down, which is more 
efficient,” Maddocks said.

All electric: Unlike the many vessels outfitted 
with hydraulic engines that run hydraulic pumps 
to operate winches and other equipment, the 
Araho uses an electric system.

That allows a high power efficiency rate 
compared to a hydraulic engine system, where 
up to 35 percent of horsepower is used to drive 
pumps, said O’Hara Jr.

He contrasted the new vessel with his  
company’s older vessels, which have engines 
and shafts with higher rotational speeds. “This 
boat is running 900 rpm with seven-to-one 
reduction, so the shaft is only turning 120 revolu-
tions per minute,” he said. “That shaft is turning 

slower, but it’s turning a 12-foot diameter wheel versus a 7-foot 
diameter wheel.”

The company’s other vessels operate with up to seven engines, but 
the new boat will mostly use a single engine to power the electrical 
system. “There’s a substantial savings in not having to run a tremen-
dous amount of equipment to get the same results,” O’Hara Jr. said.

The Araho’s main engine is a 16-cylinder model made by  
Electro-Motive Diesel, an American company that specializes in  
locomotive engines.

 “I wanted the serviceability,” said O’Hara Jr., explaining the unique 
choice. “Once again, we went with our gut. It had a very good power 
management curve, and we gave it to our architects and they said, 
‘Wow, we’ve never heard of EMD, but this is a very good engine.’”

Labor savings: Another key element of a factory trawler is 
labor, and the Araho’s processing factory streamlines it. Designed 

Continued on Page 24
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by Optimar, which has operations in Norway, Spain, and Seattle, the 
factory reduces the physical demands of processing work with fully 
automated systems.

“That involves conveyors and computers automatically feeding, 
unloading, breaking the product out of the pans, and bagging – all 
with machinery instead of physical work,” O’Hara Jr. said. “That job 
is probably the hardest, most demanding, and least desirable on our 
existing boats.”

The Araho’s five automatic plate freezers each have a 20- to 25-
ton per day maximum output capacity, but Maddocks said that the 
company will be “very comfortable” with a total 75- to 100-ton per 
day range.

The Araho’s 825-ton hold capacity is about three times larger than 
that of the company’s smaller boats and “over time, we’ll be making 
quite a few less trips to town, which is obviously going to save fuel,” 
said O’Hara Jr.

But product quality, not quantity, is the overarching goal.  
O’Hara Jr. said that with the processing system’s three graders, 
“People don’t have to sort through fish or think about what they’re 
packing – they’re just going to get the species and the size that they 
need to put in the pans.”

The F/T Araho isn’t the only new development for 
the O’Hara Corp.’s work in Alaska – the company has 
purchased 57 percent of the Fishing Company 
of Alaska’s Bering Sea catcher-processor fishery 
quota. 

The O’Hara Corp. also purchased a Fishing Company 
of Alaska (FCA) catcher-processor vessel in the deal, 
the 204-foot Alaska Spirit. The purchases will increase 
the variety of flatfish species O’Hara can catch and add 
Atka mackerel and rockfish such as Pacific Ocean perch 
to the company’s range of catch in the Bering Sea.

Quota deal boosts O’Hara’s Bering Sea work
O’Hara now has several vessels in Alaska’s Bering 

Sea catcher-processor sector. The F/T Araho is in 
Seattle and will begin work this month, joining the 
company’s three other Alaska factory trawlers and the 
Alaska Spirit. 

The Alaska Spirit’s crew has been retained to work 
under O’Hara’s supervision. 

The purchase deal was in the process of negotiation 
prior to the construction of the F/T Araho but together, 
the new developments significantly advance O’Hara’s 
profile in the Bering Sea catcher-processor sector. 

New standard: The Araho offers an optimal working environment 
for crew members. O’Hara Jr. noted that employees are “giving up a 
lot” by committing to extended periods of work and long hours.

“But with that comes the benefit of good pay and now we’ve  
got quality of life – a nice place to live and work, which creates a 
teamwork environment,” he said.

Though the Araho is outfitted with highly advanced systems, 
O’Hara Jr. emphasized that “there are some pretty nice boats in the 
Pacific Northwest that have quite a bit of this equipment and have 
nice platforms to fish off of.”

But, he added, the Araho advances the Bering Sea’s fleet of 
catcher-processors.

It’s a sector that “grabbed old oil supply boats, old tuna boats,  
and existing wetfish boats and slowly converted them into a pretty 
efficient fleet for catching and processing flatfish, mackerel, pollock, 
and cod,” said O’Hara Jr.

“But what we’re seeing now are new platforms that will give us 
the safest equipment, safe materials, state-of-the-art firefighting, and 
watertight doors. All this is all-new to us, and it’s bringing us to a  
different level,” he continued.

F/T Araho at Fishermen’s Terminal in Seattle. Photo by Jeff Pond
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Editor’s note: This is the second of two parts.

The United States entered World War I in April of 1917. The 
Pacific seafood industry outlined a plan to boost wartime produc-
tion. The industry proposed intensive development of existing  
fisheries, enhanced production capacity through new facilities, pro-
motion of new fish products, and “waiving protective restrictions 
in the present emergency” (i.e., ignoring conservation).

The Great War occurred during the Progressive Era, a time in 
which science, efficiency, expertise, and bureaucracy were highly 
valued across the nation. Scores of new federal agencies were cre-
ated to handle all aspects of life on the homefront and to direct the 
nation’s efforts to support troops overseas while still providing for 
those in the states.

The industry worked very closely with the Bureau of Fisheries 
to advance the plan. The bureau got to work promoting macker-
el, herring, grayfish, and sablefish to boost consumption of these 

less popular species while attempting to wean the American  
public from beef and pork – protein sources that were destined to  
feed troops.

The bureau strongly discouraged the sale of fresh salmon,  
preferring that all salmon be canned for use overseas. Even prefer-
able to canning was salting, since there was a shortage of tin.

The Bureau of Fisheries promoted “Meatless Tuesdays,” sang the 
praise of whale meat, and encouraged packers to can grayfish, even 
though it was soon discovered that it turned rancid in a can. For 
the duration of the war, the Bureau of Fisheries tried its mightiest 
to boost seafood consumption across the nation.

Price controls: Economists and bureaucrats sent out lengthy 
questionnaires to seafood companies to ascertain the real costs of 
doing business, in compliance with the new Lever Food Control 
Act. From this information, the federal government determined the 
price that both company and independent fishermen would receive 
for their fish during the 1918 season. Company fishermen received 
25 cents per pound for sockeyes, while independent fishermen 
received 30 cents per pound. The economists also set the price that 
processors could charge for the fish: $7 for a case of red salmon.

As 1918 progressed, canners were required to reserve an increas-
ing amount of that year’s pack for the federal government. At the 
beginning of the year, the industry figured that the government 
would want 25 percent of the pack. But the amount destined for fed-
eral use soared from an initial call of 60 percent of the production 

LOOKING BACK by ANJULI GRANTHAM

Fishing and processing for the American war effort

A patriotic salmon can label. Image courtesy of Karen Hofstad

to the entire year’s output of 1-pound cans 
of sockeyes. The government purchased well 
over $40 million in canned salmon alone.

The government thus became a guaranteed 
market for salmon, which in turn encouraged 
investors to build new canneries. New cannery development was 
particularly intense in Southeast, most likely because there was a 
guaranteed market for pink salmon. In just Southeast Alaska, 13 
new canneries were established in 1918. Moreover, since the British 
and European herring producers were engaged in a fight for their 
lives, the number of herring salteries ballooned in Alaska. Scotch-
cured herring was a popular product at the time, and the most  
serious of producers brought Scottish lassies north to pack the her-
ring in barrels. Port Walter in Southeast Alaska became a factor in 
herring fishing and processing.

With such an impressive growth in promotion, production, and 
products, Pacific Fisherman magazine foolishly opined “it is safe 

to predict that there will never again be a 
surplus over the market’s needs.”

But even before the war had ended, 
Bureau of Fisheries agents reported on the 
lackadaisical growth of the fresh fish mar-
ket in San Francisco. The agency reported 
that no matter how cheap the product, 
consumers seemed to have reached their 
personal peaks of seafood consumption. 
As for salted herring, the quality of the 
product was not uniformly good. After the 
war ended, many salteries closed down as 
consumers again could purchase authentic 
Scotch-cured herring.

The war’s end: The armistice of Nov. 
11, 1918, ended the war. Pacific Fisherman 
claimed that “the world war has been to a 

great extent a war of canned foods.”
Never before had canned salmon reached so many worldwide 

consumers, particularly pink salmon. Moreover, the Bureau of 
Fisheries had just engaged in its largest marketing campaign to 
promote domestic seafood consumption.

But with the end of hostilities, the major purchaser of the  
product, the federal government, no longer needed so much fish. 
And although the industry lobbied for limiting conservation and 
creating new production facilities at the beginning of the war, by 
the end of the war many had reversed their opinions.

“Conditions in Puget Sound for the last two seasons have strong-
ly emphasized the danger of overfishing, and the more intensive 
fishing operations in Southeast Alaska during the same period 
have given rise to general alarm,” reported Pacific Fisherman.

Some of the brand-new canneries in Southeast quickly 
announced that they wouldn’t be operating the coming summer, 
not for conservation purposes per se, but because they anticipated 
oversupply.

World War I grew global markets for seafood, introduced Ameri-
can consumers to new seafood products, and resulted in many new 
processing plants in Alaska. It was certainly a catalyst for change 
within the industry.  

Anjuli Grantham is a public historian, writer, and producer based in 
Alaska. Read more of her work at anjuligrantham.com.
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Salmon outlook: The Alaska Department of Fish and Game is 
forecasting a statewide commercial harvest this year of more than 
204 million salmon.

That would be well above the 2016 harvest of nearly 113 million 
salmon.

The big difference is pink salmon – a much bigger humpy haul 
is expected this year. The state is projecting a harvest of about 142 
million fish, compared to last year’s disappointing 39 million.

Sockeye is the state’s most valuable salmon species, and the 
department is projecting a catch of nearly 41 million fish. Fisher-
men delivered about 53 million last year.

Regarding chum salmon, valued especially for their roe content, 

a harvest of nearly 17 million is expected, compared to last year’s 
16 million.

      
Troll trouble: This looks to be a tough year for Southeast Alaska 

salmon trollers.
Fishery managers announced time and area restrictions for the 

spring troll fishery, which is designed to target Alaska hatchery 
Chinook, to minimize encounters with struggling wild Chinook 
stocks.

The overall 2016 run to systems monitored for Southeast wild 
Chinook was “one of the lowest on record in 42 years of document-
ed Chinook escapements,” the Department of Fish and Game said 
in a March 6 news release.

The department also announced restrictions for the summer  
troll fishery.

      
MSC update: Alaska’s salmon harvest – with one big exception – 

holds Marine Stewardship Council certification as a 
sustainable and well-managed fishery.

That exception is Prince William Sound, 
where certification has been withheld amid 
questions about the impact of massive hatchery 
operations on wild fish stocks.

This exclusion has been a sore point for the industry. But 
now we’re hearing Prince William Sound might soon attain  
MSC certification.

A decision is expected in April, capping 
a review that’s been going on for several 
months.

MSC certification is regarded as important 
for marketing Alaska salmon, particularly in 
Europe. Certification allows producers to label their product with 
the blue MSC ecolabel.

      
Leadership change: Prince William Sound Aquaculture Corp., 

the region’s largest operator of salmon hatcheries, is getting  
new leadership.

General Manager Dave Reggiani is retiring, with his last day 
set for June 2, Timothy Moore, PWSAC board 
chairman, said in a written statement.

“Dave worked 28 years at PWSAC in vari-
ous capacities and for 16 years as the general 
manager,” Moore said. “PWSAC appreciates 
his service and wishes him well in his future 
endeavors.”

No mention was made of misdemeanor pol-
lution charges the state has filed against Reg-
giani, 51, and two other PWSAC employees in 
connection with a 2013 fuel oil spill at a hous-
ing unit at the Cannery Creek Hatchery.

In a separate statement, PWSAC said the 
state on Feb. 21 expanded the charges to 
include the corporation itself.

The spill site was remediated to the state’s 
satisfaction in 2014, PWSAC said.

“It is important to point out that the dis-
charge did not in any way impact ground-
water or … marine waters,” the statement 

said. “Instead, the discharge was limited to the soil underneath  
the bunkhouse.”

      
Idle again: The processing plant at the remote Southwest Alaska 

village of Platinum will remain closed this year.
It means salmon fishermen in the Kuskokwim River area again 

face a summer without a ready buyer for their fish.
The plant belongs to Coastal Villages Region Fund, an  

Anchorage-based nonprofit company holding lucrative catch 
shares for Bering Sea pollock under the federal community  
development quota program.

In a recent statement, Coastal said the Platinum closure reflects 
“no significant change” in the factors that led to the initial  
suspension of operations in 2016.

The Platinum plant, also known as the Goodnews Bay plant, was 
built at a reported cost of $35 million and opened in 2009. It was 
part of efforts to support salmon and halibut fisheries in the region.

But this “experiment” required heavy subsidies, suffered from 
a lack of reliable fish supplies, and ultimately supported only a  
“relatively small number of fishermen,” Coastal said.

The company said it’s now focusing on other programs to help 
alleviate poverty in the region, such as employing villagers as 
mechanic/welders.

Wesley Loy is editor of Pacific Fishing magazine and producer of  
Deckboss, a blog on Alaska commercial fisheries.

by WESLEY LOYALASKA NOTEBOOK
Larger salmon catch projected this year in Alaska

The processing plant at Platinum will remain closed again this season. CVRF photo
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by MICHEL DROUINBRITISH COLUMBIA
Establishment of new closure areas rankles fishermen

Broken process: British Columbia fishermen feel betrayed  
following the establishment of marine conservation areas to protect 
glass sponge reefs in Queen Charlotte Sound and Hecate Strait.

The Canadian government on Feb. 16 announced three protected 
sites between Vancouver Island and the Haida Gwaii archipelago.

Fishing will be restricted in these protected areas, effectively 
closing about 347 square miles, said Dominic LeBlanc, Canada’s 
minister of fisheries.

LeBlanc said the move was needed to protect the reefs, which  
he described as extremely fragile, rare, and vital to the marine  
environment.

But commercial fishermen who took part in an extensive multi-
sector advisory process say one particular group went outside the 
consensus process and effectively lobbied for its own version of 
proposed regulation.

In a written statement, the Groundfish Trawl Advisory  
Committee said Fisheries and Oceans Canada (DFO) showed  
complete disregard for the process undertaken in good faith by 
industry, environmental groups, and others resulting in the advice 
to leave an adaptive management zone open.

“DFO’s response to a large response from a computerized sur-
vey letter by an (environmental organization) puts the entire pro-
cess in disrepute and forces industry to consider the efficacy of any  
further participation in this or similar processes that may be 
hijacked by form letter respondents who barely understand the 
issues and what went into reaching the agreed upon advice,” the 
statement said.

“There is no doubt that groundfish, trap, longline, and  
midwater fishermen will be impacted by this,” said Jim McIsaac, 
of the Canadian Independent Fish Harvesters’ Federation. “Given  
the full seabed closure, the regulatory impact statement grossly 
underestimates this impact. Unfortunately, there are consequences 
when consensuses are broken.”

McIsaac said 50 to 60 vessels fishing the affected area would  
be forced to move to other areas of the coast already used by  
other fishermen.

      
Herring update: The Strait of Georgia roe herring fishery was 

looking strong as the magazine went to press.
As of March 16, the seine fishery had an estimated catch of 9,690 

tons on a 13,013-ton quota.
The gillnet estimate stood at 8,800 tons on a 15,171-ton quota.
The fishery was marred when the F/V Miss Cory sank March 

6 near Comox. A crewman who was in the engine room was  
reported as missing. The Transportation Safety Board of Canada 
was investigating.

      
License renting: B.C. fishermen are demanding that the  

Canadian government employ similar owner-operator and fleet 
regulations on both coasts.

In an open letter circulating across the coast and on social media, 
the fishermen point out that on Canada’s east coast and in Alaska, 
owner-operator provisions protect fishermen from speculating 
license buyers.

On Canada’s Pacific coast, quotas and fishing licenses have 
become a more valuable commodity than fish, creating an own-
er class and a sharecropper class of fishermen who work for a 
small percentage of the value of the catch. In the halibut fishery, 
for example, many fishermen pay as much as 75 percent of the  

value per pound of fish to a quota owner for 
the privilege of using his quota.

The letter points out that corporate and 
overseas interests are cornering access rights 
to fisheries.

“In the last six months alone, over $100 million worth of 
licenses and quota, granting access to Canada’s public fishery 
resources, have been snapped up by corporate Canadian and 
non-Canadian interests,” the letter states. “Even here at home, 
speculators are buying up fishing access to rent back to fish har-
vesters for profit, taking income directly out of their pockets 
and out of their communities.”

“In coastal Atlantic Canada, the economic capacity and 
the strength of its rural middle class would not exist without 
the Owner Operator and Fleet Separation policies enforced 
in all five Atlantic provinces. These policies are not only pil-
lars of the fishing economy, they also support the social and  
cultural fabric of rural coastal communities in Atlantic Canada,” 
the letter states.

The letter adds that similar policies are in place in Alaska, where 
a processor can be jailed for owning or controlling a fishing license.

“The result: Multiple processors compete for fish by providing 
good prices, multiple fleet services, and processing jobs in rural 
coastal communities,” the letter says. “In fact, Alaskan fisheries are 
managed to ensure that their fish harvesters and fishing communi-
ties are the primary benefactors of their adjacent resource.”

The letter concludes by reminding LeBlanc, the Canadian  
fisheries minister, that during the 2015 federal election his party 
made a commitment to ensuring that licenses and quotas are  
held primarily by those who fish and their communities, and to 
preventing them from becoming speculative assets.

The letter argues that since the election, all efforts of DFO’s Pacif-
ic region are in the opposite direction. It says licenses for fishermen 
and fishing communities must be legislated and enforced.

“The economic viability of the next generation of fishermen and 
our coastal communities depends on it,” the letter says.

      
Vessel safety rules: After nearly a generation of consultation 

with fishermen and other stakeholders on both coasts of Canada, 
new fishing vessel safety regulations are coming into effect on  
July 13.

The regulations affect all small commercial fishing vessels not 
more than 80 feet in length and not more than 150 gross tons.

The regulations require safety procedures to be in writing, in 
English or French or both, according to the needs of the crew, and 
put in place to familiarize persons on board.

Masters and authorized representatives must ensure that drills 
on the safety procedures are held to ensure the crew is proficient 
in carrying out the procedures at all times and that a record is kept 
of every drill.

Safety equipment requirements for new and existing fishing  
vessels are based on a vessel’s hull length, operation, and type  
of voyage.

Stability standards also are listed in the new regulations.
For full details, go to tinyurl.com/k3lg7wc.

Michel Drouin has covered British Columbia’s fishing industry since 
1990. He lives in Vancouver, B.C.
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MID-COAST REPORT by KATIE FRANKOWICZ

Battle over Columbia River gillnetting continues
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Oregon’s decision: In January, Oregon’s Fish and Wildlife  
Commission decided to backpedal on a Columbia River reform  
policy that would have ultimately booted commercial gillnet  
fishermen off the river’s mainstem this year.

A few weeks later, however, Oregon Gov. Kate Brown told the 
commission that its decision was “confusing” and “not acceptable.”

According to a letter from Brown dated Feb. 9, the commission 
had until April 3 to change its decision and “honor the commit-
ments” made under what was popularly known as “the Kitzhaber 
plan,” named after former Oregon Gov. John Kitzhaber, who had 
set the joint Oregon and Washington reform plan in motion in 2012.

Under this plan (abhorred by gillnetters and championed by 
sport fishing groups), commercial gillnet boats would have been 
entirely phased off the Columbia River mainstem this year. In Janu-
ary, however, Oregon’s commission decided to allow gillnetters lim-
ited access to the mainstem and to adjust the overall reform plan.

This change in direction put the Oregon commission on a dif-
ferent course than Washington’s Fish and Wildlife Commission, 
opening the door for possible confusion and management conflicts 
during the Columbia River’s summer and fall salmon fisheries. The 
two states manage these fisheries jointly.

Ahead of the April deadline Brown set, the Astoria-based  
commercial gillnet and fishing industry advocacy organization 
Salmon for All was focused on encouraging the Oregon commis-
sioners to hold firm.

“They did the right thing,” said Hobe Kytr, director of Salmon 
for All.

Gillnetters have long argued that the plan would severely impact 

them economically and would do little for 
salmon runs. Champions of the plan argue 
that gillnetting is not a selective fishery and 
can do great damage to salmon runs. They 
sought to replace the gillnet gear with purse 
and beach seines, but release mortality and handle rates for these 
gear types have not been promising.

Salmon for All further argues that a provision in legislation 
related to the plan allowed for the commission to change the plan 
if expectations didn’t end up matching reality. The commission, in 
their eyes, was simply following the law.

“What’s going on is clear as mud,” Kytr said of the situation. “We 
don’t know where we are going to end up.”

      
Anchovy management: Oregon and Washington are examining 

the anchovy fishery to determine what, if anything, will change in 
how it’s managed in the coming years.

Total landings for Oregon and Washington last year came to 
almost 6,000 metric tons – most of it in Oregon, from the Columbia 
River alone. That was a big change, since catches for the preceding 
15 years had been well under the annual catch target of 1,500 tons, 
Cyreis Schmitt, of the Oregon Department of Fish and Wildlife, said 
at a Feb. 15 public meeting in Astoria.

The target number is one in a series of limits put in place to make 
sure this northern subpopulation of northern anchovy is not over-
fished. Above the 1,500-ton catch target, fishermen have a 9,750-
ton catch limit and a 39,000-ton overfishing limit. Once fishermen 
went over the target number, even though they were still below the  
annual catch limit, the states were required to examine the fishery.

These are small and not particularly valuable fisheries most 
years. In Washington, a small number of fishermen participate in 
a bait fishery, while the bulk of Oregon’s catch was landed by only 
three seiners working the Columbia River.

But there are concerns that more fishermen may want to partici-
pate, possibly impacting salmonids, other animals relying on the 
small fish for food, the anchovies themselves, and the Columbia’s 
busy Buoy 10 recreational fishery.

Fishermen told Schmitt it’s unlikely more fishermen would want 
to fish anchovy. For most of them, it’s only one of several fisheries 
they participate in, and it has never been very profitable since, in 
many cases, processing is limited or nonexistent.

Going forward, fishery managers could establish more hard and 
fast fishing areas and times in Oregon. Washington, to some extent, 
already does this.

Oregon is also considering increased monitoring at sea and on 
shore, harvest or bycatch restrictions, fishing gear requirements, 
and even limited entry (a suggestion roundly shot down by  
fishermen present at the Astoria meeting).

ODFW will continue to gather information in preparation for a 
commission meeting June 9.

      
Get in touch: If you’ve ever wanted to email me with com-

ments, critiques, questions, or story ideas, now you can. I’ve set up 
an email account for this column. You can reach me right this very  
second at mid.coast.katie@gmail.com.

So if there’s something you’d like to see more of, something I got 
wrong, something I should know about, or you just want to talk 
fishing, go ahead and send me a note. Can’t wait to hear from you!

Katie Frankowicz reports from Astoria, Ore.
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a Dungeness crab season that’s been signifi-
cantly less impacted by the domoic acid toxin.

Anecdotally, the state’s crab catch is said to 
be satisfying, and the final landing totals for 
the months of November and December bear 
that out.

In last month’s column, a preliminary landings estimate of 
4.2 million pounds valued at $12.7 million was reported. That 
turned out to be a lowball estimate due to delayed processing of  
landing receipts.

A more thorough tally for the season through December shows 
landings at 11.3 million pounds valued at $34.1 million.

The state’s central region has been the most productive, account-
ing for 6.5 million pounds valued at $19.6 million.

The northern region accounts 
for 4.8 million pounds valued at 
$14.5 million.

The state’s leading ports are 
San Francisco and Crescent City, 
with each bringing in about 3.5 
million pounds.

It takes several weeks for the 
CDFW to tally landing receipts, 
so January and February totals 
weren’t available at press time. 
But Pete Kalvass, the agency’s 
Dungeness crab specialist, antic-
ipated a jump in landings once 
those months are tallied.

“I think we’re going to see 
much bigger numbers when this 
all finally rolls in,” he said.

      
State of the drought: Califor-

nia’s wet winter has replenished 
reservoirs and boosted Sierra Nevada snowpack, leading some to 
declare the state’s five-year drought to be over.

Although pockets of drought remain in Southern California, the 
U.S. Drought Monitor listed 75 percent of the state to be drought-
free as of Feb. 28.

That shows a marked improvement from last year at this time, 
when less than 1 percent of the state was free of drought.

Also of note, current drought monitoring shows no areas of the 
state in extreme or exceptional drought, compared to last year 
when extreme drought affected about 22 percent of the state and 
the exceptional drought level was at 38.5 percent.

But reservoirs and snowpack aren’t the only sources of the  
state’s water. Groundwater drawn from aquifers is another  
important source, particularly for agriculture, and it has been  
heavily depleted.

Unlike reservoir water and snowpack, it won’t be replenished in 
a single tempestuous winter.

The upshot is that the state’s water situation has greatly 
improved, but if this year’s wet winter is an outlier, drought could 
re-emerge with less groundwater to rely on.

Daniel Mintz reports from Eureka, Calif.

SOUTHERN CLIMES by DANIEL MINTZ 

Drought impacts will crush California salmon season
Poor Chinook outlook: The effects of warm ocean conditions 

and drought will hit home this year, leaving fishermen with  
another disappointingly sparse salmon season.

The California Department of Fish and Wildlife (CDFW) 
announced the ocean Chinook salmon abundance forecasts for the 
coming season at a March 1 meeting in Santa Rosa.

About 90 commercial trollers, recreational anglers, and non- 
government organization members gathered to hear the bad news 
they expected – that salmon runs will dip even lower and the  
coming season will be significantly constrained.

“We’re likely to have reduced opportunity compared to last 
year,” Kandice Morgenstern, a CDFW environmental scientist, said 
in an interview.

If that’s so, the 2017 salmon season will hit the bottom of a recent 
trend of reduced catch.

In 2015, the state’s commer-
cial salmon haul amounted to 
109,900, a disappointing out-
come. Last year, the season 
was described as being a near 
disaster, with only about 50,000 
ocean Chinook landed.

The outlook for this year is 
worse. The ocean abundance  
forecast for fall run Sacramento 
River Chinook is 230,700 fish. 
Last year ’s forecast – which 
turned out to be overly optimis-
tic – was 299,600 fish.

That’s not likely to trigger 
further constraints though. The  
forecast for fall run Klamath 
River Chinook will be the lever  
for that.

Klamath ocean salmon abun-
dance is estimated at 54,200 fish, one-third of last year’s forecast. 
Morgenstern said the low estimate is likely to “heavily constrain” 
fishing opportunities from Pidgeon Point (the San Francisco area) 
north to the California-Oregon border.

The accuracy of forecasts has been sketchy in recent years. The 
intensity of drought and warm water impacts are difficult to esti-
mate, and those factors “could play a role in terms of accuracy” 
again, Morgenstern said.

The coming season’s low runs are the outcome of drought effects 
that peaked three years ago, when egg hatching and out-river 
migration of juvenile salmon were dramatically hampered.

This year’s winter storms have brought consistently heavy  
rains, so one would think that in two to four years, salmon runs 
will rebound.

“That’s not necessarily a given,” Morgenstern said. “Extremely 
high flow events could also be detrimental to salmon runs.”

That’s because high river flows can scour out salmon redds or 
egg nests and clog migration channels with sediment.

“Extremely high water flows are not necessarily good for salmon 
eggs and their fry,” Morgenstern said.

      
Dungeness rebound: The warm ocean water conditions that 

contribute to reduced salmon runs subsided in the fall, leading to 

California Dungeness crabbers have enjoyed a productive season. 
CDFW photo
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Professional Services
Gibbons & Associates, P.S.

MARITIME ATTORNEYS
Proctor in Admiralty

Over 30 years experience
Trials, appeals, mediations, arbitrations

Injury and Wage Claims
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Contracts
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email svg@gibbonslawgroup.com
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“Buyers of high  
quality Alaskan and 

West Coast halibut and 
black cod.”

WE BUY IN  
ALL FISHING AREAS 

AND WE OFFER 
GREAT PRICES.

Call us today for a quote on your trip!

MAIN OFFICE:
Phone ........206-232-5040
Fax ............206-232-4413
Dana Cell...206-295-7500
Tyler Cell ...206-354-7717
Dispatch ....4944

BELLINGHAM OFFICE:
Phone ..........360-676-1606
Fax ..............360-671-7855
Tony Cell .....360-739-3656
Cavin Cell ....206-310-2939
Dispatch ......5644

1.800.777.0714 toll free

www.merequipment.com

8-500kW Marine Generators
// Pull harder in the harshest marine environments
// More copper & premium corrosion resistance
// Superior motor starting & low operating temps
// Better fuel economy & longer engine life
// Easy to service & worldwide dealer support
// Proudly made in America

put your best 
fleet forward

www.foss.com/shipyards   
800.426.2885  

always safe. always ready.

From repairs and maintenance to major 

conversions and new construction, Foss 

Maritime’s two full-service shipyards keep 

your fleet moving forward.

And don’t forget  
to like us at:

Subscribe to

www.pacificfishing.com/fishwrap.html

   and receive 
fishing news each  
 weekday in your inbox.

FishWrap www.facebook.com/PacificFishing

Tom Pope ams #881
Marine Surveyor

360-808-1966
Call for scheduling

Email: popesurvey@aol.com

Society of Accredited Marine Surveyors 
Serving the West Coast commercial fleets since 1967

No travelling  
expenses for  

SE Alaska  
in early May.
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PACIFIC FISHING  classifieds
 Boats/Permits/IFQs

  

FisherySpecies Asking Price* Offer*

Prices in APRIL vary in accordance with market conditions. *In thousands
+ denotes an increase from last month. N/A denotes No Activity.
– denotes a decrease from last month.

By Mike Painter and the Permit Master

State 
Value*

Alaska Entry Permit Prices
(as of 4-1-17)

Gillnet: Bay permit sales were brisk through February with prices in the mid 
$130s. SE permits were still slow. Sellers are looking for $90k+ and buyers are 
offering in the mid $80s. PWS permits have leveled off right around $170k. Cook 
Inlet permits are available as low as $40k. Area M permits are available as low  
as $110k.

Seine: One SE permit dropped to $199k. Buyers are still hoping for closer to $180k. 
PWS permits continue to rebound with the most recent sale at $160k. Nothing 
new in Kodiak permits in the past month. Interest in Area M permits remains slow.

Troll: An offer of $32k for a Power troll permit found a seller. It looks like  
there are a couple of buyers in the low $30s. Hand troll permits were still slow 
through February.

BOX  score

 SALMON

 S SE DRIFT 90 85+ 84.3

 S PWS DRIFT 170+ 164 138.5+

 S COOK INLET DRIFT 40- 30 49.1-

 S AREA M DRIFT 110 100 102.5+

 S BRISTOL BAY DRIFT 135 135+ 130.9-

 S SE SEINE 199- 180 163.4

 S PWS SEINE 175+ 160+ 143.7+

 S COOK INLET SEINE 59 50 68.3

 S KODIAK SEINE 31- 30- 32.5-

 S CHIGNIK SEINE 145 130 167.2

 S AREA M SEINE 60 50 57.4

 S YAKUTAT SET 16 12 16.6

 S COOK INLET SET 18 16 15.6+

 S AREA M SET NET 57 50 57.3+

 S BRISTOL SET NET 40- 36 35

 S LOWER YUKON 9 8 9.9

 S POWER TROLL 32- 32 34.5

 S HAND TROLL 10.5 9.5 9.4

 HERRING

 H SE GILLNET 12 N/A 13.4

 H KODIAK GILLNET 5 3 5

 H SITKA SEINE 325 225 243.8

 H PWS SEINE 20 16 30.9

 H COOK INLET SEINE 10 8 16.8

 H KODIAK SEINE 21 20 30.3

 H SE POUND SOUTH 25 24 27.6

 H SE POUND NORTH 30 25 43.1

 H WS POUND 5 3 3.5

 SHELLFISH

 S SE DUNGY 75 POT 18 17 15.3-

 S SE DUNGY 150 POT 39 36 38.8

 S SE DUNGY 225 POT 55- 50- 55.3

 S SE DUNGY 300 POT 80 70 56.9

 S SE POT SHRIMP 22 20 18.4+

 S KODIAK TANNER <60 24 22 29.7

 S PUGET SOUND DUNGY 165- 150- N/A

 S WASHINGTON DUNGY 2,500-6,500/FT+ 2,000-4,500/FT N/A

 S OREGON DUNGY 2,500-6,500/FT+ 2,000-4,500/FT N/A

 S CALIFORNIA DUNGY 300-800/POT 250-700/POT N/A

 SE ALASKA DIVE

 SE AK Dive URCHIN 4+ 4+ 2.5

 SE AK Dive CUCUMBER 28 23 30.3

 SE AK Dive GEODUCK 55 50 62.5

Your
trusted
source.

Here to Help You Grow

We support fisheries and agriculture with 
reliable, consistent credit and financial 
services, today and tomorrow.

· Vessels

·  Quotas 

· Operating Lines of Credit

· Residential and Lot Loans

· Young and Beginning Fishermen

206.691.2000 | northwestfcs.com/fisheries
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PACIFIC FISHING  classifieds
 Boats/Permits/IFQs

       
       
   

Halibut & Sablefish IFQ Prices
Recent market activity in halibut and sablefish quota shares

Species
Regulatory

Area
Vessel 

Category*
Poundage 
(thousands)

Status 
(blocked/

unblocked)

Ask
(per pound) 

Low High

Offer
(per pound) 

Low High

NOTE:  Halibut prices reflect net weight, sablefish round weight. Pricing for leased shares  
 is expressed as a percentage of gross proceeds. ** Too few to characterize.

*Vessel Categories: A = freezer boats B = over 60’ C = 35’-60’ D = < 35’

By Mike Painter and the Permit Master

A new listing of unblocked 2C just broke the $70 barrier, asking $72. No takers so 
far. Prices are creeping up in 3A where there are very few listings. 3B is moving at 
right around the mid $40s. 4A blocks have been moving in the low to mid $20s. 
All in all, things are moving earlier than normal. More listings are needed or the 
market is going to get tighter than it already is.

Most of the unblocked SE Sablefish IFQ has moved at just under $30. Buyers are 
looking for more. Interest in WY is up, but there are only a few blocks available. 
CG listings are almost gone and prices are creeping up. Almost all the WG that 
had been on the market for the past year or more has moved. No recent activity 
in AI or BS.

 H 2C D 1-10 B 60.00-64.00 58.00-62.00

 H 2C C/B 1-3 B 65.00-67.00 58.00-62.00

 H 2C C/B 4-10 B 67.00-68.00 62.00-64.00

 H 2C C/B ANY U 68.00-72.00 66.00-68.00

 H 2C A  B/U 70.00 68.00

 H 3A D  B/U 52.00-58.00 50.00-54.00

 H 3A C/B 1-5 B 52.00-55.00 50.00-55.00

 H 3A C/B 5-10 B 55.00-60.00 48.00-52.00

 H 3A C/B >10 U 60.00-65.00 56.00-60.00

 H 3A A  B/U 65.00 62.00

 H 3B D  B 30.00-36.00 30.00-35.00

 H 3B C/B 1-10 B 46.00-50.00 44.00-46.00

 H 3B C/B >10 U 50.00 47.00-49.00

 H 3B A  B/U N/A 50.00

 H 4A D  B/U 16.00-24.00 14.00-18.00

 H 4A C/B 1-10 B 23.00-26.00 22.00-25.00

 H 4A C/B >10 B 26.00-28.00 24.00-26.00

 H 4A C/B >10 U 30.00-32.00 24.00-26.00

 H 4B/C/D C/B 1-10 B 12.00-20.00 10.00-15.00

 H 4B/C/D C/B >10 B/U 20.00-25.00 15.00-16.00

 S SE C/B 1-10 B 24.00-27.00 22.00-24.00

 S  SE C/B >10 U 29.00-30.00 28.00-29.00

 S SE A  B/U 32.00 30.00

 S WY C/B 1-10 B 24.00-27.00 24.00-26.00

 S  WY C/B >10 U 28.00-30.00 26.00-28.00

 S WY A  B/U 30.00 30.00

 S CG C/B 1-10 B 22.00-25.00 18.00-22.00

 S CG C/B >10 U 26.00-28.00 23.00-24.00

 S CG A  B/U 32.00 30.00

 S WG C/B 1-10 B 11.00-13.00  9.00-12.00

 S WG C/B >10 B 12.00-14.00 10.00-12.00

 S WG C/B/A >10 U 14.00-17.00 12.00-16.00

 S AI C/B/A  B/U 1.00-4.00 .50-2.00

 S BS C/B  B/U 1.50-5.00 .75-3.00

 S BS A  B/U 4.00-6.00 3.00-4.00

P ET E R S B U R G  F I S H E R M E N ’ S  S E R V I C E ,  I N C .  D B A
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LISTINGS WANTED!!!

IFQ: ALL AREAS
BOATS: ALL KINDS

PERMITS: ALL TYPES  
 

JOIN OUR LIST OF
SATISFIED CUSTOMERS.

CALL TODAY.
 

BUYERS ARE WAITING.

www.permitmaster.com

—IFQ—

NEW LISTINGS DAILY. CALL FOR QUOTES  
OR CHECK OUT OUR COMPLETE LIST  

ON THE WEB — $/F = FISHED

CALL FOR A COMPLETE LIST OF VESSELS FOR SALE
INCLUDING MANY BOAT/PERMIT PACKAGES

Toll Free: 888-588-1001

4315 N. 8th St., Tacoma, WA 98406

  
  

ONLINE @ www.permitmaster.com Email: vessels@permitmaster.com Fax: 360-293-4180

IFQs • VESSELS • PERMITS
E X C E P T I O N A L  F U L L  S E R V I C E  B R O K E R A G E

— PERMITS —

THE PERMIT MASTER
HERRING
SITKA SEINE ...................................WANTED
PWS SEINE .......................................... $21K
COOK INLET SEINE ............................... $11K
KODIAK SEINE ...................................... $21K
SE GILLNET PKG .................................. $12K
KODIAK GILLNET .................................... $5K
NORTON SOUND .....................................N/A
HOONAH POUND .....................................N/A
CRAIG POUND .........................................N/A
PWS POUND ...........................................N/A
SALMON 
S.E. DRIFT ............................................ $90K
PWS DRIFT ........................................ $170K
COOK INLET DRIFT ..................................N/A
COOK INLET SET ...........................$50K/PKG
AREA M DRIFT ........................................N/A
AREA M SET ...........................................N/A
BBAY DRIFT ....................................... $135K
BBAY SET............................................. $45K
SE SEINE ........................................... $199K
PWS SEINE ........................................ $175K
COOK INLET SEINE ............................... $87K
KODIAK SEINE ...................................... $31K
CHIGNIK SEINE ................................... $230K
AREA M SEINE ..................................... $60K

POWER TROLL ..................................... $35K
HAND TROLL ..................................... $10.5K
PUGET SOUND DRIFT ........................... $19K
PUGET SOUND SEINE .............. $160K W/NET
SHELLFISH
SE DUNGY 300 POT ........................WANTED
SE DUNGY 225 POT ............................. $55K
SE DUNGY 150 POT ........................WANTED
SE DUNGY 75 POT ..........................WANTED
SE POT SHRIMP ................................... $22K
KODIAK TANNER <60’ .......................... $28K
OR DUNGY 58’/500 POT ..................WANTED
OR DUNGY 58’/300 POT ..................... $144K
WA DUNGY 58’/500 POT .................WANTED
WA DUNGY 67’/300 POT .................... $175K
DIVE
SE GEODUCK ........................... MAKE OFFER
SE CUCUMBER ..................................... $28K 
MISC.
CHATHAM BLACKCOD .......................... CALL
CAL NEAR SHORE ...........................WANTED
CAL DUNGY 46’/350 POT ................... $215K
OR TROLL ...............................................N/A
CAL LOBSTER .................................... $120K
WA TROLL ............................................ $30K

EXCEPTIONAL “FULL” SERVICE
BROKERAGE SAMPLES

ANY# “C” SE BCOD UNBLKD @ WANTED
2,200# “C” WY BCOD BLKD @ $25

ANY# “B/C” CG BCOD UNBLKD @ WANTED
7,000# “B” AI BCOD BLKD @ $3

75,000# “B” AI BCOD UNBLKD @ $3.10
18,000# “B” BS BCOD UNBLKED @ $5

ANY# “B/C/D” 2C HAL BLKD @ WANTED
ANY# “B/C” 3A HAL UN/BLKD @ WANTED

2600# “C” 3A HAL BLKD@ $55
1000# “D” 3A HAL BLKD@ $53

ANY# “B/C” 3B HAL UN/BLKD @ WANTED
3,000# “C” 4A HAL BLKD @ $25

P2269M – 76' STEEL COMBO, GMC MAIN, JOHN DEERE 
55KW AUX, ISUZU 23KW AUX, 24 TON RSW W/STONE TI-
TANIUM CHILLER. 2 HOLDS CARRY 70K/50K. PACKS 7,500 
GAL FUEL, 2,500 GAL WATER, 800 GAL HYDRAULIC OIL, 
750 GAL DECK TANK FOR TENDERING. 10" RYAN PUMP 
W/COMPLETE TENDER SET UP. COMPLETE ELECTRONICS. 
LOTS OF RECENT UPGRADES. VERY WELL MAINTAINED. 
ASKING $375K.

P2280M – 1982 32 X 13 FIBERGLASS STERNPICKER, TWIN 
IZUZU MAINS, BORG WARNER GEARS. PACKS 14K UNDER 
HATCHES. 5 SHACKLE SLIDING REEL W/LEVELWIND. NEW 
ANCHOR GEAR. GARMIN PLOTTER. NEW LED DECK LITES 
AND FORWARD LITE BAR. TURN KEY W/3 SHACKLES OF 
GEAR. ASKING $55K.

P2273M – 42 X 14 SUNNFJORD FLUSH DECK COMBO, 
6081 JOHN DEERE MAIN, ZF RED GEAR, NORTHERN  
LITES 9KW AUX. MAIN HOLD TANKED PACKS 7K  
DUNGIES. 2 OTHER HOLDS PACK 10K SALMON IN  
BRAILERS IN SLUSH. SLIDING REEL W/AUTO LEVELWIND. 
LONGLINE HAULER AND CAMERAS FOR ELECTRONIC 
MONITORING. COMPLETE ELECTRONICS. VERY WELL SET 
UP AND MAINTAINED. ASKING $225K. 

P2143M – 32' 1983 ROBERTS STERNPICKER, CAT MAIN, 
TWIN DISC GEAR, ALUMINUM REEL W/AUTO LEVELWIND, 
BOW THRUSTER. WELL LAID OUT ROOMY CABIN. GREAT 
BASIC HEAVY DUTY BOAT. INCLUDES 7 SHACKLES OF GEAR 
FOR $80K. INCLUDES NEW RSW SYSTEM, READY TO IN-
STALL. PERMIT AVAILABLE AT MARKET.

P2131M – 54X15.5 FIBERGLASS SALMON/ALBACORE 
FREEZER TROLLER. GMC 671 MAIN. TWIN DISC 509 W/
TROLL VALVE. 30 KW MITSUBISHI AUX NEW 2008. BLAST 
FREEZE AND HOLDING PLATE REFER SYSTEMS. SIMPLEX 3 
SPOOL GURDIES REBUILT 2014. 15 TON FISHHOLD. 1800 
GAL FUEL CAPACITY. LARGE FRESHWATER CAPACITY. VERY 
COMFORTABLE LIVING QUARTERS AND  WHEELHOUSE. 
EXCELLENT SEA BOAT. OWNER RETIRING. REDUCED TO 
$240K FOR BOAT. AK POWER TROLL PERMIT AVAILABLE.

P2235M – 32 X 14.6 HYDRAULIC FISHING SUPPLY  
STERNPICKER, TWIN 430HP VOLVOS W/1400 HOURS 
SINCE OVERHAUL IN 2009, NEW IMS RSW. CONSTANT 
FLOW HYD W/NEW DRIVES, NARROW REEL W/LEVELWIND. 
NEW POWER STEERING. NEW TOPHOUSE IN 2014. LOTS 
OF UPGRADES. WELL MAINTAINED. COMES W/EVERY-
THING. TURN-KEY. ASKING $275K. PERMIT AVAILABLE.

P2267M – 58 X 19.6 COMBO, CURRENTLY RIGGED FOR 
CRAB AND SEINE. GMC 12V71 MAIN, TWIN DISC GEAR, 
JOHN DEERE 65KW AUX W/HYDRAULICS, 18 TON IMS RSW. 
PACKS 85K SALMON IN 2 HOLDS. PACKS 3,500 GAL FUEL, 
1000 GAL WATER. COMPLETE MODERN ELECTRONICS 
PACKAGE. REDUCED TO $875K.

P2202M – 58 X 22 X 10.5 STEEL COMBO BUILT IN 1992, 
CAT 3408 MAIN, ZF GEAR, 80KW AND 30KW AUX, 18 TON 
AND 25 TON RSW FOR 3 HOLDS THAT PACK 125K TOTAL. 
LOADED WITH UP TO DATE REDUNDANT ELECTRON-
ICS INCLUDING OLEX, SIMRAD ES70 AND FURUNO TZ 
TOUCH. RIGGED FOR SEINE, POT FISHING AND SET UP FOR  
LONGLINE WITH COMPLETELY ENCLOSED SHELTER DECK 
W/MARCO MKII AUTO LONG LINE SYSTEM INCLUDING 40 
SKATES OF GEAR. VERSATILE LIMIT BOAT THAT CAN DO IT 
ALL FOR ONLY $1.725M.
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The F/V Morgan  
is ready to fish 

your IFQs!
The F/V Morgan is a 32' Delta, available 
to fish all classes of quota in all areas. 
It’s a like-new, fully-equipped, clean, 
and comfortable boat. Professional 
crew with 15+ years experience in 
the fishery. Flexible schedule and 
competitive rates. No #2s, best prices. 
For more information, contact 
Jonathan Pavlik  •  (907) 314-0714 Cell  •  (907) 784-3032 Home

AVAILABLE TO HARVEST YOUR IFQS!

Contact Norman @ 509-675-0304 or alaskanorm@centurylink.net

We deliver quality product!
F/V Sherrie Marie, 61’ Steel long-
liner, available for hired skipper and 
walk-ons. 30+ years experience 
in fishery. Excellent, fully equipped 
boat, seasoned professional crew 
with HIGH QUALITY standards. 
All fish is delivered bled and iced. 
Competitive rates and references.

AVAILABLE TO FISH YOUR IFQS!

F/V Masonic, 70' classic halibut 
schooner. Well maintained and 

updated. Walk-ons or hired skipper. 
Skipper with 30+ years experience. 

Very seasoned excellent crew. 
Friendly, easy-going attitude aboard. 

Compare our rates.  
References available.

Contact: Bill Lewis at (907) 738-1054 or williamcampbelllewis@gmail.com

FISH YOUR IFQ’s
56' F/V Ilona B will fish your IFQ’s in most areas. 
I can beat most rates. Private stateroom for walk 
on’s. 20 years of exp. Have references available. 
(907) 738-1902. pcrenna@gmail.com.

FOR SALE
Have two California light-market Brail Boat 
licenses for sale. Call Don. (949) 279-9369. 
Prices reduced to $250,000 U.S. dollars.

WANTED
California near-shore permit needed. Right away! 
Buyer will pay $50,000. Has secured other permit. 
Please call Don. (949) 279-9369.

Pacific Fishing April ‘17

(206)789-5101
(800)683-0297

See all our listings at www.dockstreetbrokers.com.

Dock Street Brokers

Selling your boat?
Low 5% Commission

Non-Exclusive Listing  
You retain the right 

to sell your own vessel.

Call today (800) 683-0297

Halibut & Sablefish listings 
needed. We have buyers 

looking in all areas!
HALIBUT IFQ

3A-C-B:    730 lbs ..............asking $56.00   
3A-D-B:    2,200 lbs ...........asking $53.00
4A-B-U:  13,000 lbs...........asking $32.00
4A-B-B:    8,000 lbs...........asking $28.00
4D-B-U:  25,000 lbs...........asking $20.00

SABLEFISH IFQ

AI-C-B:      5,000 lbs  ............make offer
CG-C-B:    1,900 lbs  .......... asking $24.00
WG-B-B:    2,500 lbs ...........asking $12.00

DR13-009  115’x30’x10.5’ dragger, 
built in 1984 by Bender.  1710 hp Cat 
3516 main, 320 kw 8V92, 320 kw 
12V71 and 99 kw John Deere gen 
sets.  12,000 cu. ft. capacity.  200 
ton ammonia RSW.  Rapp winches 
and net reels, blasted and painted.  
Extensive additional work including 
complete exterior sandblast and 
paint, repainted machinery spaces, 
and refinished galley.  Price reduced 
to only $1,000,000.

TE15-009 83’x20’x11’ tender, built 
in 1943.  12V71 main rated at 425 hp.  
Twin Disc 514 gear. (2) 4-71 75kw 
generators. 130,000 ponds capacity.  
30 tons RSW, fish pump, weighting 
system with (2) hoppers that are 
air controlled. Many new upgrades. 
Price reduced to $350,000 OBO.

TR16-004  39’x11’x6’ salmon/tuna 
troller built in 1982.  John Deere 
6068 main rated at 200hp.  Vessel 
was retrofitted in 2012, including a 
new house, decks and tanked fish 
holds.  Includes a CA troll permit.  
Asking $190,000.

BB16-036  32’x15’3” aluminum flush 
deck Bristol Bay sternpicker built by 
Workboats NW in 1989.  Twin 405 hp 
6V53.  Pac West 7.5 ton RSW, new 
insulation in fish holds.  Maritime 
Fab reel w/ auto levelwind.  Asking 
$215,000. 

Alaska Boats & Permits, Inc.

www.alaskaboat.com
alaskaboats@gmail.com

Homer, Alaska

IFQs • PERMITS • VESSELS
FULL SERVICE MARINE BROKERAGE

(800) 992-4960 • (907) 235-4966
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FOR SALE
F/V HADASSAH. 58x19' Delta Seiner, longliner, 
pot boat. 343 main; 30kw generator, 7-1/2, 9 kw 
Northern Lights Generator; upgrades include new 
awlgrip paint job and visor addition; complete 
new RSW system, 2015 rebuilt transmission, 
replaced stainless fuel lines and day tank; large 
rolling chalks; UHMW guards; metalized hydro 
valves and stainless lines; bulbous bow; Furuno 
sonar; many more upgrades. Also available: 19' 
Rozema Skiff, net, long line gear, cod pots and 
pot gear. (907) 399 7219.

FOR SALE
Lightboat for sale with permit boat is also a 
solid fiberglass Coast Guard certified charter 
boat priced to sell. $750,000 dollars. Call Don. 
(949) 279-9369.

FOR SALE
54-ton California market squid purse permit. 
Never been upgraded. Priced to sell quickly. $1.1 
million. Call Don. (949) 279-9369.

FOR SALE
Awesome 38 foot 2014 Lobster boat with 
California Lobster permit. $375,000.00 dollars. 
Rigged and ready to fish. Holds 100 lobster traps 
on deck. Call Don. (949) 279-9369.

FOR SALE
Have several California lobster permits for  
sale. Some with traps. Priced to sell. Call Don 
Brockman. (949) 279-9369.

FOR SALE
Monk designed 46 x 14 fiberglass Gillnet/Combo 
vessel. Completed 1980 in Port Townsend by  
Chinook Marine. CAT 3208T, 7.5 ton RSW, 12' 
bow thruster, 10 KW hydraulic generator, 2 
Cessna hydraulic pumps, 18,000 lbs capacity, 
960 fuel, 300 water. Reinforced aluminum reel 
on tracks, trolling pole tops, complete electron-
ics, spacious quarters. Extensive refit in 2006-
07. Large inventory of spares. Dry stored in  
Petersburg. $260,000. (206) 605-8747.

FOR HIRE
California Purse Seiner with squid permit. 
Holds 80 tons of RSW of squid. Priced to sell 
quickly. $2.6 million includes skiff, squid  
permit and net for fishing. Call Don. (949)  
279-9369.

FOR SALE – F/V Marauder
58x19' Seiner, King, Tanner, Dungeness crab-
ber, Tender, easily converted to longliner. 
Vessel is essentially new from major recon-
struction in 2014. V1271 Detroit, 65KW John 
Deere Generator, 18 ton IMS RSW, Basically 
Turn Key Operation, Survey available. Asking 
$975,000.00 for more information contact 
Steve Thomassen (907) 305-0993.

HOMER
MARINE
TRADES
ASSOCIATION

WWW.HOMERMARINETRADES.COM

Choose
 Homer for
  Your Boat
   Work

Homer
59 36'02oN
151 24'34oW

Aquamarine Engineering Company
Titanium Heat Exchangers for Machinery Fluid Cooling Systems  

and Marine Seafood Refrigeration
Supplying Titanium shell-and-tube heat exchangers for 10 years, these 

exchangers have performed as main engine fresh water coolers, hydraulic oil 
coolers, refrigeration condensers and brine chillers in ships from 18 countries.

The result of using Titanium, is a design that effectively eliminates galvanic 
corrosion. We can equip your machinery with Titanium shell-and-tube heat  
exchangers designed as “drop-in” units for engines that include EMD,  
Caterpillar, Yanmar, Cummins and Detroit Diesel.

Phone/Fax: 619.498.3899  ▲  PO Box 83495, San Diego, CA 92138  ▲  www.ti-hex.com These are DX chillers.

FOR SALE
54' Fiberglass salmon/albacore freezer troller, 
1800 gallon fuel capacity, 15 ton fish hold. Very 
comfortable sea boat, owner retired. Asking price 
$250,000 USD. (360) 280-2675. Calls only.

I’LL BUY YOUR FISH
I am interested in buying live Pacific Rock 
and live Spider Crab. Also fresh Black Cod, 
Sablefish, or Butterfish. I can pay the same 
or better than the going price for the crab 
or fish. To find out more please call or text,  
Stuart Steinberg at (408) 602-6850. I go 
back over 10 years with the fishermen I am 
buying from now. Check it out.
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Linda Boord, who was there at the founding of the iconic 
Murray Pacific store in Sitka, Alaska, in 1985 and has shaped 
the store’s product mix and community image for the past 32 
years, has decided to retire, parent company LFS announced 
March 8.

“She guided the store through a move, expansion of its 
retail business, and recently a change in ownership which 
made the store part of the LFS Marine Supply family,” the 
announcement said. “Asked about her retirement plans, 
Linda said she wants to volunteer at the Salvation Army’s 
Little Store and in the school system. Beyond that, she  

Murray Pacific store manager Boord retires after 32 years
plans to catch up on reading, quilting, doll-making, and 
wearable arts.”

New manager Darin Duffield has worked at the store  
for the past 10 years, first as purchasing agent and then as 
assistant manager.

“He looks forward to the challenges of managing the store 
and plans to continue the LFS Murray Pacific emphasis on 
supporting the fisheries and fishermen in and around Sitka,” 
LFS said.

LFS, based in Bellingham, Washington, acquired Murray 
Pacific Supply in Sitka in August 2015.  

The Port of Coos Bay’s shipyard in Charleston, Oregon, 
has received a welcome addition.

The port purchased a 100-metric-ton travel lift, laying the 
groundwork to accommodate significantly larger boats in  
the shipyard.

The lift was assembled by the manufacturer onsite at 
Charleston Shipyard and was commissioned on Feb. 2.

The travel lift has the capacity to hoist vessels weighing up 
to 220,000 pounds out of the water and move them into the 
yard for upland storage or repair projects.

The lift was purchased utilizing a $600,000 loan from the 
Oregon Infrastructure Finance Authority.

The purchase of the travel lift marks the first in a series of 
planned improvements to the shipyard.

The travel lift drives onto the slip to an open-end pier to lift 
vessels from the water. To realize the full potential of the lift 
and accommodate a broader range of vessels, the port plans 
to expand its travel lift slip.

The existing slip spans 17 feet wide. The port is work-
ing through permitting processes that would allow the slip 
to expand to 27 feet wide. Port staff worked closely with  
the manufacturer of the travel lift to ensure that it can be 
expanded to 27 feet for the future slip expansion project.

The added capacity at the shipyard will allow significantly 
larger vessels to be serviced and stored, which is essential for 
the local fishing and recreational fleets.

Port of Coos Bay gets  
new travel lift – first step  
in shipyard expansion

Larger vessels previously were unable to utilize services in 
Charleston Shipyard because of the lack of lift capacity.

The shipyard is home to three local marine businesses – 
Giddings Boatworks, Tarheel Aluminum, and Skallerud 
Marine – all of which specialize in a variety of repair and fab-
rication services.

Charleston harbormaster John Buckley anticipates an 
increase in the level of activity at the shipyard.

“We have already been receiving requests to have larger 
boats pulled out of the water,” Buckley said. 

The Port of Coos Bay’s long-range plans for Charleston 
Shipyard include expanding the footprint of the property by 
4.8 acres and purchasing a second travel lift capable of lifting 
vessels weighing at least 200 metric tons, doubling the size 
and volume capabilities of the yard.   

The shipyard is a vital component of Charleston’s econo-
my and a valued resource for local and regional fleets.  

– Oregon International Port of Coos Bay

The Alaska Seafood Marketing Institute conducted a Feb. 
6-10 trade mission to South Korea to learn more about the 
country’s market.

“The mission focused on learning how Alaska prod-
ucts are used, identifying products and market segments  
with growth potential, and establishing closer working  
relationships between the Alaskan and Korean industry,” 
ASMI said.

Alaska exports about $300 million in seafood to Korea each 
year, more than half of which stays in the Korean market 
where per capita seafood consumption is growing, ASMI said.

ASMI trade mission yields South Korea market insight
“Alaska seafood has seen steady growth in this market in 

the last five years particularly for salmon, pollock, surimi, 
and flatfish,” the agency said.

The trade mission began in Seoul where a group of 12 
industry members from 10 companies had a country briefing 
at the U.S. Embassy, ASMI said.

The group visited a distribution center, a foodservice sup-
ply factory, a wholesale market, and retail headquarters. 
They also held business-to-business meetings and hosted a 
reception for the trade press.

The group also traveled to Busan for several events.  
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Fur un o s o un d e r s ,   s o n a r s a n d e ve n r a d a r s h ave 
f o un d m o re f i sh th a n a ny o th e r m a nu f a c ture r in 
th e wo r l d ,  a n d n ow we ’re f in din g m o re th a n e ve r! 
T h e  hi g h - p owe re d FC V2 9 5 a n d FC V115 0 e mp l oy 
Fur un o Fre e Sy n th e size r ( FF S ) te chn o l o g y w hich 
p e r mi t s a w id e s e l e c tio n o f o p e r a tin g f re qu e n cie s 
f ro m 2 8 to 2 0 0 k H z . The workhorse CH250 is de-
signed for a wide range of commercial fi shing vessels. 
And NavNet 3D and NavNet TZtouch can now be out-
fi tted with Furuno’s TruEcho CHIRP sounders. When 
it comes to fi shing above and below, look to Furuno 
for electronics you can depend on.
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p e r mi t s a w id e s e l e c tio n o f o p e r a tin g f re qu e n cie s 
f ro m 2 8 to 2 0 0 k H z . The workhorse CH250 is de-
signed for a wide range of commercial fi shing vessels. 
And NavNet 3D and NavNet TZtouch can now be out-
fi tted with Furuno’s TruEcho CHIRP sounders. When 
it comes to fi shing above and below, look to Furuno 
for electronics you can depend on.

www.FurunoUSA.com The world leader in commercial marine electronics!
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FCV1150
1, 2 or 3kW, Dual-Frequency
FFS Fish Finder

CH250
Searchlight Sonar

NAVNET TZtouch
Multi-Function Display 
with all-new DFF1-UHD
TruEcho CHIRP Fish Finder

FCV295
1, 2 or 3kW, Dual-Frequency
FFS Fish Finder



The ideal place to work on your boat
You’re in charge of the haulout at Kodiak Shipyard

 y Centrally located in the North Pacific.
 y Heated washpad with washwater recycling.
 y Do it yourself or turnkey services.
 y Environmentally compliant.

Kodiak is one of the largest fishing ports in the US 
with everything you need for a successful haul out.

Visit kodiakshipyard.com

Email lwhite@city.kodiak.ak.us 
or call 907-486-8080
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