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C7, C9, C12 Tier II marine engines and C9 Tier II Generators 
in stock in Washington and Alaska!

 In Washington:  800-562-4735
 In Alaska: 800-478-7000

In Alaska
Rob Collins
Cell:   907-229-6831

In Washington
Chris Downes
Cell:   206-818-7546

Chris Blazevich
Cell:   425-241-0817

Save Fuel:
  Tier II engines and generators offer better fuel economy than Tier III models, 
  saving you on operating costs.

Save Time:
  454 hp C7, 503 hp C9, and 660 hp C12 Tier II marine engines, and 175 kW and   
 250 kW C9 Tier II marine generators are in stock in Washington and Alaska,   
 ready when you need them!

Save Money:
 No costly wait time, no worries about potential price markups. 

Industry-Leading Parts and Service Organization:
 N C has the parts you need in stock and the best service technicians in the business.

Save Fuel, Save Time, Save Money!
Repower with Cat Tier II engines and C9 Tier II generators

from N C Power Systems

Contact your N C Power Systems Marine Sales Representative today!
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It’s natural for us to constantly scan the horizon, looking for threats.
Trouble for the commercial fishing industry has come in many forms: 

the Endangered Species Act, adverse water management policy, mounting 
regulations, competition from global aquaculture.

Add to these external threats the internal strife we often see in the 
fishing family — allocation fights, gear conflicts, controversy over catch 
shares, old-fashioned jealousy — the points of contention seem endless.

The North Pacific fisheries have persevered through these difficulties.
But watch out — the industry potentially faces still greater adversity as 

some macro threats build toward hurricane strength.
Carbon concerns: Climate change is the dominant environmental 

theme today, and commercial fishing is right in the center. Experts believe 
that the burning of fossil fuels is causing ocean acidification, a process that 
could threaten the marine food web. Apart from this, all sorts of industries 
including seafood are under pressure to reduce their carbon footprint. The 
great distances involved in transporting Alaska seafood products could 
become increasingly problematic.

Gatekeepers: Third-party certification of seafood harvests is becom-
ing standard practice. This movement is likely to continue, with certifiers 
taking a stronger hand in controlling market access or even in managing 
local fisheries. In its 2014 annual report, the Alaska Seafood Marketing  
Institute said that the influence of nongovernmental organizations such as 
the Marine Stewardship Council is “the biggest threat to Alaska salmon.” 

Meat is murder: Vegetarianism and the animal rights movement can be 
expected to gain further traction, especially among young people. A diet 
free of meat, including fish, is best, many believe. Fish feel pain, others say. 
The seafood industry is an easy mark for criticism (think bycatch, gaffs, 
crucifiers, the crush of the codend).

Shrinking seas: Fishermen already are coping with a patchwork of  
closures generally known as marine protected areas, or MPAs. Policy  
makers, with encouragement from environmental activists, are likely to 
shut fishermen out of additional areas in coming years. On June 17, the 
Obama administration announced plans to “expand protections near the 
Pacific Remote Islands Marine National Monument.” The Honolulu-based 
Western Pacific Regional Fishery Management Council immediately called 
it an unwarranted action that would hurt fishermen for no good reason. 
Beyond more MPAs, the fishing industry can expect rising competition for 
the seas from energy or other industries and further regulation in the form 
of ocean zoning.

What can the fishing industry do in the face of these looming threats?
For one thing, fishermen and processors should never miss an opportu-

nity to remind the public that they’re in the business of feeding people. It’s 
noble work.

Beyond this, the industry must always strive to fish responsibly, 
humanely, and with as little waste as possible.

Finally, fishermen shouldn’t be shy. Engaging in the political and  
regulatory processes is a great way to prepare for whatever threats roll in 
with the tide and to shape the outcome.

Wesley Loy, based in Anchorage, is a longtime contributor to Pacific Fishing.
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Keeping upYoUr BUSINESS

It’s FRee! It’s dAILY!*
It’s the best commercial fishing news digest 
available in the North Pacific. Here’s some of 
what you missed by not reading Fish Wrap.

*FishWrap

*You can subscribe to Fish Wrap by sending an email to circulation@nwpublishingcenter.com. Write your first 
name, your last name, and the words “Fish Wrap.” Do it now, before you go another month without Fish Wrap.

COPPER RIVER SLOW: The 12-hour season opener at the Copper 
River produced an estimated catch of 27,700 sockeye salmon and 
1,000 Chinook, the Alaska Department of Fish and Game reports. 
– Pacific Fishing columnist Wesley Loy, writing in his blog, Deckboss

ILLEGAL CRABBING ARRESTS: The charges against Aron  
Steinback, 34, from Bay City, and Thomas White, 30, of Nehalem, 
follows an investigation by Oregon State Police Fish & Wildlife  
Division and the seizure of more than 150 illegal crab pots earlier 
this month. – The Oregonian

MORE FUKUSHIMA DUMPING: Tokyo Electric Power Co.  
(TEPCO), the beleaguered operator of the crippled Fukushima  
Daiichi nuclear plant, said that they have already started dumping 
groundwater into the Pacific Ocean after it met the safety criteria 
set. – Japan Daily Press

PROBATION FOR WEED GROWER: A suspected Lake County 
marijuana grower has been sentenced to three years of probation 
for building a road through a stream in a rural subdivision near 
Clearlake Oaks. – (Santa Rosa) Press Democrat

KENAI KINGS LATE: Warmer-than-usual water temperatures  
lured the salmon of Alaska back a little early this year. – Anchorage 
Daily News

FISH PRICES UNHEALTHY: In a recent poll carried out in the U.K., 
half of the people questioned said they were not buying fish or  
seafood because it was too expensive. – Seafood Source

DRIFTNET BAN ‘CRAZY’: A British fishermen’s organization is 
blasting a proposal by the European Commission to ban driftnet 
fishing, saying better enforcement of current rules is the way to 
handle bycatch concerns. – Seafood Source

USCG USES MARINE RADIOS: As part of National Safe Boating 
Week, the United States Coast Guard is reinforcing its recommenda-
tions for marine band VHF radios. – The Seward Phoenix Log

EXPORTING JAPANESE FISH: Seafood consumption in Japan 
has been declining in recent years as people shift to meat, which is 
generally cheaper and seen as easier to prepare. – The Japan Times

ANOTHER ANTI-TRAWLING REPORT: Now, a new study  
published in Proceedings of the National Academy of Sciences 
finds this method is also resulting in long-term, far-reaching  
consequences in the deeper ocean and beyond. – MongaBay.com, 
Menlo Park, CA

NAKED PETA WOMAN IN BBQ SAUCE: Amy Balcome, an 
almost naked PETA activist, was drizzled with barbecue sauce on a 
giant plate in downtown Vancouver Friday, asking people to “Try to 
Relate to Who Is on Your Plate.” – CBC, Vancouver

SARAH PALIN FOR SENATE: There are rumblings that for-
mer governor and VP candidate Sarah Palin might take on Mark  
Begich (D-AK) in 2014. Do you think this is a good idea?  
– Anchorage Daily News

WEST COAST FISHERIES CERTIFIED: The most diverse,  

complex fishery ever to enter assessment against the MSC standard  
anywhere in the world was awarded MSC certification as a  
sustainable and well-managed fishery, following an independent, 
scientific assessment and significant stakeholder involvement.  
– MSC

SOCKEYE MARKET FACES RISKS: “This will be the riskiest year 
in recent memory for Bristol Bay processors,” the report says.  
“Wholesale prices for sockeye are at peak levels and price resistance 
from buyers is increasing.” – Pacific Fishing columnist Wesley Loy, 
writing in his blog, Deckboss

CLEAN WATER STANDARDS FIGHT: Unions representing Boeing 
machinists and mill workers are siding with businesses in a bitter 
fight over how much fish people eat, and thus how clean Washing-
ton state waters should be. – The Seattle Times

COPPER RIVER HARVEST HITS 1.4 MILLION: Copper River’s 
drift fishery has peaked, with a harvest of 1.4 million salmon, the 
bulk of them sockeyes, and most of the fleet has moved to the 
Coghill and Eshamy districts, as the fishery continues through July. 
– The Cordova Times

PEBBLE FIGHT UPDATE: Many organizations have come out in 
opposition to the mine including several fishing groups. One of 
those groups is the Bristol Bay Regional Seafood Development 
Association, which represents the over 1,800 Bristol Bay driftnet 
permit holders. – KDLG, Dillingham

BRISTOL BAY HARVEST TOPS 2 MILLION: Commercial  
fishermen in Bristol Bay caught nearly 1.4 million sockeye in Bristol 
Bay on Wednesday to push the total for the season to just over 2 
million. – KDLG, Dillingham

LARGER SOCKEYE RUN FORECASTED: The data from the  
massive sockeye fishery in Bristol Bay keeps rolling in, and two 
organizations are predicting a larger sockeye run than was  
forecasted preseason. – KDLG, Dillingham

HUGE BRISTOL BAY HARVEST: The sockeye harvest in Bristol 
Bay slowed down on Sunday as the large catches late last week 
overwhelmed the Bay’s processing sector, resulting in limits and 
suspension placed on many fishermen. – KDLG, Dillingham

COASTIES BUST GO-GO BOAT: Though the first two days and 
nights of operation were reportedly very successful for the floating 
bar and grill “Wild Alaskan” anchored off Kodiak’s waterfront, the 
weekend was a bust. Literally. – KMXT, Kodiak

UPDATED FORECAST – 38 MILLION SOCKEYE: Catches appear 
to be tailing off at the Port Moller Test Fishery but there seems to 
be a sizable tail left to this year’s sockeye run. This has led to an 
updated in-season total run forecast of 38 million sockeye. – KDLG

ALASKA SEAFOOD FREE OF FUKUSHIMA RADIATION: The 
results confirm information from federal, state and international  
agencies that seafood in the North Pacific and Alaska waters poses no  
radiation-related health concerns to those who consume it.   
– Sitnews



www.deltamarine.com   206.763.2383  delta@deltamarine.com

THE WORLD’S FINEST ALL-FIBERGLASS FISHING VESSEL IS BACK 
RISING SUN is the third 58-foot wide body commercial fishing vessel recently delivered by Delta. Built to work in the extreme conditions 

of the Alaskan waters, this extraordinary vessel combines seaworthiness, efficiency, maximum capacity, and generous crew comfort in a 

design beloved as an example of one of the finest fishing vessels of its size ever made. Delta is proud to be manufacturing this series again 

and is ready to begin construction of hull number four. Please contact us for more information or to set up an appointment to visit our 

facilities in Seattle and see the vessels under construction. 

DELTA 
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YoUr BUSINESS Warbirds and salmon

Story starts on page 8  
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Bristol Bay, then as now, has no road access. Back then, the local 
canneries canned — they didn’t freeze and they didn’t ship fresh.

To fulfill Japan’s insatiable appetite for fresh, raw fish, an 
assortment of planes airfreighted Bristol Bay salmon to Kodiak  
and Anchorage. The pilots used Egegik Beach at low tide as  
their runway.

An unbroken string of planes filled the skies and lined the beach 
— taking off, landing, then doing it all over again after offloading 
in Kodiak or Anchorage. Ocean Beauty and other processors  
contracted planes of all sizes, even crop dusters, to haul out  
millions of pounds of salmon every month.  

There wasn’t a control tower, just a guy with a hand-held VHF 

by JENNIFER HAWKS

The Great
  ALASKAN
 Fish Haul
Old School: The tenders that Bristol 
Bay salmon setnetters relied on into 
the late ’80s had wheels and they 
landed on the beach. 

the ball brothers didn’t do things small — they operated a fleet of  
stripped-out cargo planes. Move a lot of fish, move them fast — that’s what 
the processors needed.

walkie-talkie to give the pilots the wind and weather reports. It 
was also that guy’s job to warn the fishermen on the beach to get 
out of the way.

How it began: America’s 200-mile fishing zone that went  
into effect in March 1977 put an end to Japan’s raids of Alaska’s 
dwindling salmon stocks. The fishery rebounded, and demand 
for fresh salmon in Japan increased exponentially. You can’t make 
sushi without raw fish, and they were willing to pay top dollar.

Bristol Bay processors turned to guys like the Ball brothers, 
three business-savvy aviators who had the means and the talent to  
operate huge cargo planes on nothing more than a packed 
sand beach. Newt, Burt, and Jerry Ball were second-generation  

bush pilots who recognized a lucrative 
opportunity when they saw it.

Jerry Ball, 66, is now the owner and 
chief pilot for Fresh Water Adventures Inc. 
and the last surviving brother. During the 
heyday of the fish haul, the infamous Ball 
Brothers’ planes landed and took off on the 
beach in the middle of trucks and ATVs and 
people fishing from shore. 

“It was exciting,” said Ball. “That was 
the most dangerous part of the whole thing 
—the people just didn’t care. They were  
fishing! They’re fishing on the beach, and 
we’re landing on the beach. The two of us 
shared it and nobody got hurt.” 

How it worked: “My brother Newt 
Ball, he was the leader of us [three],” Ball 
said. “I flew some personally, but they did 
the majority of the flying, along with a 
whole bunch of other people from all over 
the place who liked adventure flying at  
the highest.” 

The Ball brothers’ father, Albert Ball Sr., 
passed away on April 10, 2014, at the age of 
99. Active to his last days, he had planned 
to make his 82nd annual trip to Bristol Bay. 
“He taught us how to fly airplanes, and he 
taught us well,” said Ball. 

From 1984 until 1987, the Ball Brothers 
flew for Ocean Beauty Seafoods and  
International Seafoods of Alaska. “We 
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My boat. My rules.

You’re wearing one,

PERIOD.

-Angus Iversen
-Angus Iversen

Mention of any company or product does not constitute endorsement by the National Institute for Occupational Safety and Health (NIOSH).

Today’s options make it easy to fi nd a comfortable, 

work-friendly PFD that extends survival in the 

water. Guide your men to livetobesalty.org. Then 

make PFDs mandatory on deck.

were flying the fish in these 2,000-pound aluminum totes,” Ball 
said. “We’d take off out of there in these DC-6s with thirty-three,  
thirty-four thousand pounds.” 

They couldn’t land or take off when the tide was in as it left them 
without a “runway” on the firmly packed sand beach. They needed 
at least 3,500 feet to get off the ground. “It was interesting,” Ball 
said dryly.

“We referred to it as LAX,” he continued. “It was as busy as busy 
could be. When the tide was out, we were there in one airplane 
after another. As fast as we could load the airplanes and take them 
off, that’s what we were doing. Around the clock!” 

Ninety percent of the 6 million pounds of 
salmon that the Ball Brothers transported 
every month went from Egegik Beach to 
Kodiak. The remainder went to Anchorage.

“Our airplanes in effect became tenders,” 
said Ball. “Time sensitive, you know. The 
quality was becoming, still is, a huge issue. 
Everybody wants as fresh a fish as they can 
possibly buy. They paid premium prices, of 
course, to fly these fish.” 

Move a lot, fast: The Ball Brothers didn’t 
do things small — they operated a fleet of 
stripped-out cargo planes that included five 
DC-6s, two DC-7Cs, four C-119s, and one 
C-82. Move a lot of fish, move them fast — 
that’s what the processors needed. 

“We were the only company adventure-
some enough to say, ‘Yeah! We can do that!’” 
said Ball. “If we could have brought a 747 in 
there, we would have.” 

Weather was always a challenge for 
the pilots. On hot days, fog moved in and  
concealed Egegik Beach, making it difficult 
to find the makeshift runway that was often 
already crowded with vehicles and people. 
And unlike “real” airports, there weren’t 
any runway lights or beacons. 

To find their way through the fog, the Ball 
Brothers devised a method of using LORAN 
(short for LOng RAnge Navigation), which 
was state of the art back then, as GPS wasn’t 
available yet for civilian use. 

The shore-based plants in Bristol Bay  
had ice machines. After the fishermen  
delivered the fish to the processors, the fish 
were gutted and then piled between layers 
of ice into aluminum totes with lids to keep 
out the sand. They were stacked 100 to 150 
at a time in staging areas in advance of the 
planes’ arrivals.

“It was bush flying with large aircraft,” 
Ball said. “Those DC-6s are performing 
machines. It just became routine, though. 
You know, ‘This is our job. No big deal. We 
gotta make five trips into the beach today.’ 
We’re pretty down-to-earth folks that go do 
a job and that’s it, no big deal. My dad was 

the same way. He was the last of the pioneer bush pilots. He flew 
[my company’s] Grumman Goose out here last summer. He would 
have been 100 this November.” 

Ball paused and said softly, “I miss him.”
Day of infamy: Though none of the Ball brothers themselves 

bent any planes during The Great Alaskan Fish Haul, one of their 
employees pushed his luck too far. He almost paid with his life.

“We had a captain that tried to take off when the tide was in, and 
he got up high on the beach and got into these moguls. A C-119 had 
just taken off, and he thought it was still good enough for the DC-6 

Continued on page 8  

That was the most dangerous part of the whole thing — the people just didn’t care. They 
were fishing! They were fishing on the beach, and we’re landing on the beach.
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YoUr BUSINESS Warbirds and salmon continued from page 7

The sea can be hostile.   Hazards abound.  
Disaster and risk of injury are never far away. 
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WE ASPIRE TO:
•	 Be	the	maritime	industry’s	

first	choice	for	safety	and	
emergency	procedures	
training

•	 Provide	tools	and	
motivation	to	help	our	
students	improve	safety	in	
their	workplace

•	 Build	lasting	professional	
realtionships	through	
exceptional	customer	
service

•	 Establish	pride	through	
professionalism

WHAT WE DO:
•	 Provide	hands-on	learning	

experiences
•	 Utilize	purpose	built	

training	facilities
•	 Employ	only	exceptional	

instructors
•	 Partner	with	companies	

who	pro-actively	support	
their	employees’	safety

•	 Conduct	initial	and	
recurrent	training	for	
thousands	of	professional	
mariners	every	year

Fremont Maritime	is	a	committed	world	leader	in	the	field	
of	marine	safety	and	survival	training.		We	are	proud	to	help	
professional	mariners	do	a	difficult	job	well,	reduce	their	risk	
of	on-the-job	accidents	and	injuries,	and	help	them	come	
home	safe	to	the	people	who	care	about	them.

Training programs dedicated 
to the safe return of men and 
women who work on the water.

The sea can be hostile. 
Hazards abound. 
Disaster and risk of injury 
are never far away.

Winter 2012 PFR – 1

fremontmaritime.com

to go and it was not.” 
The uneven ground banged the plane up like a boat crashing 

against waves. “He tried to pull the plane in the air a little pre-
maturely, and it didn’t work out,” said Ball. “But nobody was hurt 
seriously. The plane was a total loss. July 7! It’s a day of infamy in 
my mind. July 7, 1987. It was a Friday evening.”

The plane caught fire after it crashed to the ground, but the crew 
escaped in time. All 30,000 pounds of salmon were lost. “He was 
a good pilot but just got high on the beach — didn’t know how 
hazardous that was. It was pretty traumatic, as you can imagine.”

Crop duster turned salmon hauler: Michael Moran is an  
attorney in Chico, California, with an established law practice that 
specializes in several fields, including aviation. He’s also a pilot. 
Originally from Dillingham, Alaska, Moran flew a crop duster  
during the fish haul, filling the 280-gallon hopper not with  
pesticide but with salmon. Now he returns every summer and  
fishes for fun. “Everybody there knows me as Mike,” he said. 

In the early 1980s, Moran had a fleet of five Cessna-188 AGtrucks 
that he used to haul Bristol Bay salmon. The 188 is a low-wing, 
agricultural aircraft designed for use as a crop duster. 

“I grew up in Bristol Bay flying airplanes down there, and the 
loads are all behind you,” he said. “These ag planes were relatively 
cheap compared to a 185 or a 206, and the load is all in front of you. 
With the push of one lever, in about three seconds, you’re empty. 
So, if you ever had a problem in the air, you’re going in empty 
instead of loaded. Knock on wood, we never had a problem, never 
crashed an airplane.”

Moran and his crew flew four of the 188s, using the fifth for 
parts, and moved roughly 1 million pounds of salmon per year. 
“Flying them in small planes off the beach, we created a market 
for the fishermen two different ways: If there were a lot of fish 
in the bay over the peak of the season, the canneries would all 
get plugged. They would put fishermen on limit, maybe 5,000 
pounds a day, and so what do you do? You sit there and watch the  
fish go by.”

The second problem for fishermen was 
that toward the end of the season, when 
there weren’t so many fish to keep the can-
neries open, they shut down. From about 
the third week in July to the end of August 
and/or during the silver season, there wasn’t 
enough fish to keep the processing plants 
open, but there was enough fish to keep  
fishermen interested. 

“We flew them out to either the fresh or 
the frozen market, so we extended the season 
for the fishermen, plus provided an alternate 
market if they were on limit,” Moran said. 
“And as such, at a million pounds a year at a 
buck a pound, it put another million dollars 
into the economy.” 

How it ended: The gold rush days of 
hauling Bristol Bay fish to market via air-
planes were short-lived. Just as the automo-
bile killed the horse and buggy, by the end 
of the 1980s the Bristol Bay tenders we know 
today extinguished the need for transporta-
tion by plane. Though air freight of salmon 
is still a big industry, the planes don’t stop at 
Egegik Beach anymore. 

“We were the only guys operating these 
large aircraft off the beaches,” said Ball. He 
added, “We probably should have had our 
heads examined, but the good Lord looks 
out for us.”  

Jennifer Hawks is a private pilot who earned her 
license in the Yukon Territory.

“it was bush flying with large aircraft.”
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Bering Sea/Aleutian Islands (BSAI) 

Groundfish Catch Limits 
Marine conservation isn’t new to Alaska Seafood. 
In fact, a precautionary approach to setting harvest
levels has been in place for decades. Look at the

BSAI Catch Limits chart and see how the numbers tell the story. Each year
scientists conduct surveys of the available biomass and use this data 
to calculate conservative catch limits – Acceptable Biological Catch (ABC).
Then, fisheries managers go a step further and set harvest quotas –
Total Allowable Catch (TAC) – that never exceeds the sustainable ABC. 
And, with the FAO-Based Responsible Fisheries Management (RFM) 
Certification, you have even more assurance that conserving our oceans 
is anything but trendy to us. Learn more at www.alaskaseafood.org

Alaska didn’t jump on the 
SUSTAINABILITY trend.  

WE STARTED IT.
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YoUr BUSINESS More pot, less waterMore pot, less water

A California department of Fish and Wildlife warden walks through a 
dewatered tributary to the south Fork Eel river in southern Humboldt 
County. Photo courtesy of California department of Fish and Wildlife

by DANIEL MINTZ

Drying out: Northern California’s leading cash crop is  
marijuana, and wildlife agency officials say its production has the 
potential to drain an even more valuable resource — water.

As marijuana supply increases and prices drop, some growers 
are buying more property for new cultivation sites or expand-
ing existing ones. Documentation of forest clearing, stream 
pollution, and poisoning of wildlife is ongoing, but for those  
concerned about fisheries, water diversion is perhaps the most  
serious impact.

Marijuana-related water diversion is the subject of the first in 
a series of research efforts by Scott Bauer, the coho salmon recov-
ery coordinator for the state’s Department of Fish and Wildlife. In  
late May, Bauer released a research paper that evaluates four water-
sheds in Humboldt and Mendocino counties — two-thirds of the 
so-called Emerald Triangle, which also includes Trinity County — 
and that advances a startling finding.

“Our results show that direct surface water diversions for  
marijuana cultivation have the potential to completely dewater 
steams in three of the four study watersheds,” declares the paper’s 
executive summary. 

Fisheries focus: In an interview, Bauer said the four study 
watersheds — Salmon and Redwood creeks in Southern Humboldt 
County, Redwood Creek in Northern Humboldt, and Outlet Creek 
in Mendocino County — were chosen because of their significance 
to fisheries.

“The idea was to keep the focus on anadromous fish, especially 
listed fish,” he said.

The Southern Humboldt watersheds were studied first  
because both are important habitat areas for Chinook and 
coho salmon and steelhead trout. And both are in the heart of  
California’s marijuana-growing breadbasket.

Bauer’s paper states that use of “high resolution aerial imag-
es” allowed identification of grow sites, greenhouses, and plant  

As marijuana grows, streams shrink

numbers. Inland Humboldt County experiences hot, dry summers, 
and Bauer used 6 gallons of water per plant per day as a standard 
for water demand.

It’s a basis that’s been criticized for being exaggerated, but  
Bauer’s paper describes it as “an average put forth by the  
industry” and that still doesn’t account for water loss from leaking 
water lines or tank overflows.
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the dFW describes this as a “typical marijuana grow.” Marijuana plants 
are in the background, up the hill. trees are removed and pushed aside. 
Photo courtesy of California department of Fish and Wildlife

Continued on page 12 

As marijuana grows, streams shrink

Comparing water demand to the flow variations of streams 
in the study watersheds, Bauer calculated potential diver-
sion impacts. He found that in the Salmon Creek and lower  
Redwood Creek watersheds, marijuana-related diversion can, 
respectively, draw 44 percent and 42 percent of flow during the 
highest flow periods.

When flows hit the low end of the range, demand far exceeds 

supply as water diversion takes 254 percent and 243 percent, 
respectively.

Dry streams, dead fish: The extent of the dewatering  
potential was surprising but not completely unexpected. Bauer 
dove the stretch of Redwood Creek near the town of Redway 
in May 2013 and observed schools of juvenile coho, Chinook,  
and steelhead.

When he did a follow-up dive in August, riffles had dried up 
and whatever fish were left were struggling in disconnected pools. 
“The stream was dewatered — there were dead fish in every pool,” 
said Bauer.

There were living fish as well, but they were in peril. “They were 
all starving to death, and that scenario was playing out in more 
than one stream throughout the range,” he continued, adding that 
coho and steelhead runs in particular will probably be “greatly 
diminished” as a result.

Bauer assumes that the same dynamic will affect Chinook 
runs. And if coho transition from being listed as threatened to  
endangered, the Chinook fishery may be reduced to prevent  
incidental take of coho.

The situation can be evaluated, but it’s much harder to control. 
Bauer said that when aerial imagery from 2010 is compared to 
imagery from 2012, a doubling of cultivation quantity is seen. 

Marijuana prices are dropping, and with recreational  
legalization thought to be nigh, growers are increasing production 
before the market becomes even more flooded. Enforcement of 
environmental regulations has increased in response, and the state 
budget includes $1.5 million for the DFW and $1.8 million for the 
State Water Resources Control Board for extra enforcement staffing.

Enforcement can’t match the scale of the problem, however, 
and Bauer views permitting as the best solution. “All we want 
is for people to get permits,” he said. “It’s a matter of getting  
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people to comply with existing laws — then we can control things 
like sediment discharge and the amount of water people use  
during the summer.”

History of advocacy: Raising awareness of marijuana produc-
tion impacts began years ago, with a different focus. Indoor grows  
powered by inadequately contained diesel generators became a 
local concern when the risk of fuel spills was publicized, leading to 
increased use of double-walled generator containment.

Advocacy for more responsible practices was led by Robert Suther-
land, a resident of Southern Humboldt’s Ettersburg area who’s 
known locally as The Man Who Walks in the Woods.

Through a series of radio shows on KMUD-FM, the area’s  
community-sponsored radio station, Sutherland joined county  
officials, staff of Humboldt County’s District Attorney’s Office, 
and environmental regulators in rallying against “diesel dope” — 
the catch phrase describing sloppily managed generator-powered  
operations.

Sutherland is also a founding member of the Humboldt  
Medical Marijuana Advocacy Project (HUMMAP), which promotes 
the area’s old-school commitment to reasonably sized outdoor  
organic grows. He agrees with Bauer’s conclusions on the recent 
expansion of grow operations, having seen it happen on the ground.

International attraction: The growers come from other coun-
ties, other states, and even other countries to take advantage of  
Humboldt County’s marijuana-friendly climate and culture.

“The Salmon Creek area is already infamous for its number 
of grows, and I have grows on either side of me involving  
foreigners,” Sutherland said. “It’s tremendously environmentally 
destructive, and it’s the natural outgrowth of reluctance to face this 
issue squarely and legalize marijuana.”

Recent land sales in the area have been “oriented toward  
growing,” Sutherland continued, adding that more production 
is indeed afoot because land buyers are trying to meet mortgage  
payments and recoup their investments despite price declines.

It’s a disappointing turnaround for longtime residents of the area, 
the “back to the landers” who are the pioneers of Southern Hum-
boldt’s marijuana culture. They’ve stuck to their values, but Suther-
land said the second generation of growers include those who are less 
socially and environmentally conscious.

But overall, the local marijuana culture shares the resentment of 
large, profit-driven, and badly managed grows. “Universally, when 
the sheriff breaks up big grows, people say, ‘Great, they’ve done the 
right thing,’” Sutherland said. “These are all being done by outlaws 
— they do not represent the community.”

Multiple impacts: Marijuana grow impacts were highlighted 
by Vivian Helliwell, chairman of the state’s Salmon Advisory  
Committee, at a state Legislature fisheries hearing last year. In an 
interview, she repeated what she had told the Legislature — that 
grow impacts are only “a piece of the puzzle.”

Timber harvesting was virtually unregulated in California 
for decades, leading to “younger, thirstier forests” and stream  
sedimentation, said Helliwell.

Rural development has significantly increased — partly due to 
marijuana-geared land buys — and Helliwell said all the impacts  
add up.

“I’ve heard it called the death of 1,000 straws,” she continued.
Tighter regulation of timber harvesting and restoration work 

and an ongoing trend toward residential water storage during  
wintertime high-flow periods for use in the summer have improved 
stream conditions. “But that doesn’t account for the bad actors, ille-
gal water users, and an increasing population using more water,”  
Helliwell said.

Community response: On marijuana impacts, the advisory  
committee has recommended more enforcement of environmen-
tal regulations by the DFW. But state agencies aren’t as close to the  
problem as rural communities are.

“There’s an education component, and pressure from the  
community is effective as well,” said Helliwell. “Many of these  

communities are occupied by people who 
went there to live in harmony with the land, 
and when you have a problem like this, 
there’s impetus for change.”

Helliwell is also a policy adviser for the 
Pacific Coast Federation of Fishermen’s 
Associations, and she believes fishermen 
should be more involved because they have 
a stake in preserving fisheries.

“Are they going to get involved, or are 
they just going to sit and talk about it?” she 
asked. Volunteer-driven community groups 
have emerged as water issues intensify, and 
Helliwell said a broad, unified response  
is necessary.

“I think fishermen should be very wor-
ried about this,” she continued. “We have  
programs to preserve the remaining fish, and 
we don’t need any setbacks right now.”

Bad timing: The extent of the damage 
will be further defined this fall, when Bauer 
expects to release findings on water quality. 
But water diversion is an acute concern as 
California languishes in a multiyear drought.

“When you throw another issue on top 
of that, did you just double the drought 
impacts? Will all these fish populations  
just drop off the map?” he asked. Then he 
ventured a cautious answer.

“It will be interesting and probably 
depressing at the same time because I think 
we’re going to see population declines,”  
he said.  
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commENTarY Organics and aquaculture

Continued on page 14 

“Wild” has become synonymous with fine-quality fish, so to  
capture a share of the premium market, the aquaculture industry 
has been seeking “organic” certification of farmed seafoods. Sales 
of organic foods in the United States are increasing 10 to 14 percent 
annually, exceeding $32 billion in 2012. The U.S. Department of 
Agriculture’s organic seal is touted as the “Gold Standard Around 
the World.”

Petitions described as “essential” to the future of organic  
aquaculture were on the agenda of the National Organic  
Standards Board (NOSB) spring meeting, held April 29-May 2 in 
San Antonio, Texas. 

The decisions reached by the 15 NOSB members could have  
far-reaching ramifications. They were proceeding without  
determining how aquatic animals reared in cages could meet the 
strict criteria of the Organic Foods Production Act. Since I fished for 
nearly three decades (Copper River, Bristol Bay, and Puget Sound) 
and have been an advocate for wild fisheries and accurate labeling, 
I attended the meeting, taking along smoked salmon, bundles of 
information, and images of boats, fishing families, and the impacts 
of marine feedlots. 

Since 2000, the NOSB has grappled with whether wild-caught 
or farmed seafoods could be organic. Despite efforts by U.S. Sen. 
Ted Stevens and others to certify Alaska wild salmon, the NOSB 
decided that catching wild animals is not agriculture, but some 
fish raised on organic plants might qualify. Since fish farms were 
already in our nation’s waters, others argued that setting standards 
would raise the bar on an industry with notoriously dirty practices.

Less stringent criteria were then proposed in 2008, including 
allowing feed to contain 25 percent wild fish and fish byproducts 
instead of 100 percent organic feed, as required for animals reared 
on land. These changes were strongly opposed by organizations 
and businesses focused on protecting the integrity of organic stan-
dards, accurate labeling, and wild fisheries.

Against this stormy background, the NOSB was considering 
10 petitions that would allow vaccines, synthetic tocopherols,  
vitamins, and trace minerals to supplement vegetarian diets fed 
to carnivorous fish, chlorine as a disinfectant, carbon dioxide, and 
other materials. 

The board received 230 comments from citizens, farmers, and 
fishing folks opposing these petitions, and many described impacts 
of industrial aquaculture. Similar concerns were voiced by some of 
the 100 or so citizens who testified in person. They questioned how 
the NOSB could come to any conclusions without knowing, among 
other things, whether these materials would be used in marine or 
fresh water, and what the impacts on humans and the environment 
might be.

Others stated that allowing “natural behaviors” meant that 
migratory fish could not be confined for their lifetimes; fish  
feedlots impact marine ecosystems; diseases, parasites, pollution, 
and escapees threaten wild fish. True costs of production were  
not paid since utilizing open cages in the marine environment 

by ANNE MOSNESS

Talking ‘organic’ 
seafood and industrial 
aquaculture, deep in 
the heart of Texas
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depended on nature for free sewage disposal, providing unfair 
advantage in the marketplace.

The board was also reminded that “organic should mean  
something incorruptible about the quality of our food. Aquatic  
animals needed to be produced in ways compatible with organ-
ic principles, adhering to practices that ‘restore, maintain, and 
enhance ecological harmony … and balance natural systems.’”

In a dramatic finale at a meeting that had opened with San 
Antonio police removing some attendees for protesting pol-
icy and leadership changes, in the last hour the board 
discussed the aquaculture petitions. They decided 
that all materials proposed for farmed fish, shell-
fish, crustaceans, and algae would be referred 
back to the NOSB Livestock Subcommittee and  
decisions would be postponed until after the National 
Organic Program issued a draft rule on organic aqua-
culture standards and the NOSB received additional 
technical reviews.

This allows time for assessment of other “organic” pro-
grams. The U.K. Soil Association chairman, Lawrence Woodward, 
resigned when his organization began certifying farmed fish, say-
ing, “Salmon farming in cages has nothing at all to do with organic 
principles.” In February, 1,200 members of the Irish Organic Farm-
ers and Growers Association raised objections to organic certifi-
cation of farmed salmon and voted unanimously to establish an 
investigative working group.

The push for organic certification of aquatic animals is occur-
ring at the same time as the U.S. Food and Drug Administration is  

considering approval of genetically engineered fish and the 
National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration and some 
agribusinesses are promoting expansion of marine feedlots in 
our nation’s Exclusive Economic Zone and state waters. Pres-
sure to increase the scale of aquaculture is coming from com-
modity producers looking for new markets. The Soy Aqua-
culture Alliance applauded their own efforts to get the Office 
of Science and Technology Policy to add aquaculture to its 

National Ocean Policy Implementation Plan. The publica-
tion “Oceans of Opportunity” states that the Illinois  

Soybean Association has “made considerable invest-
ments in furthering offshore aquaculture productions 
systems and in perfecting feed rations.”

With this kind of lobbying and influence, support-
ers of accurate labeling, wild fisheries, and maintain-

ing the integrity of organic standards need to remain 
vigilant. And, as an online article titled “The Organic 

Aquaculture Quandary” states, “If the USDA does decide 
to allow farm-raised fish into the ranks of USDA-certified 

organic products, this could open the door to a huge increase in 
profits for the aquaculture industry as well as give them a huge leg 
up over the commercial fishing industry.” 

Staying at the table on organic issues could keep wild seafoods 
center of the plate.

Attendance at the NOSB meeting was made possible in part by a 
grant from the Bristol Bay Regional Seafood Development Associa-
tion. The views expressed herein do not necessarily represent those of 
the BBRSDA.  
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BoaT of THE moNTH F/V Maria Isabel

the F/V Maria Isabel is set up for long-distance travel, with a 
2,300-gallon fuel capacity and an additional 750 gallons stored in 
deck tanks for albacore tuna trips. Photo: robert bligh

Going from fishery to fishery,
Northern California troller catches  

tuna, salmon, and crab

by DANIEL MINTZ

Bar crossing: Aaron Newman is the next best thing to being a  
second-generation fisherman – his father owned a bar that was  
popular when Eureka, California, was a thriving salmon port.

He went fishing with “some of the local legends” who frequent-
ed the bar, taking his first trip on a tuna boat in 1987 when he was  
in junior high school. Years later, he partnered with one of the  
legendary locals — Jim Blum — and eventually bought the 51-foot 
F/V Maria Isabel, his third boat, in 2003.

He was still attending Humboldt State University at the time, 
majoring in geography, but he was able to pay off the boat in full 
following his first year of salmon trolling on it. Northern California 
salmon fishing was more robust then. These days Newman, 40, who 
lives in Eureka, travels south of Point Arena for much of his salmon 
trolling and north of the Oregon border for albacore tuna.

Dungeness crab provides winter income, and the F/V Maria Isabel 
is outfitted to swing from fishery to fishery. 

Name remains the same: Newman’s boat was built for tuna and 
crab fishing in the early 1970s in Corte Madera, California. He didn’t 
name it and chose to stick with the status quo moniker. “It’s bad luck 
to change the name of a boat,” Newman said.

He did “the sort of adjustments you always do when you buy a 
boat,” updating its electronics and hydraulics systems. The boat’s 
main is a fuel-efficient 220 horsepower Volvo MD120, and the boat 
has a 2,300-gallon fuel capacity. Deck tanks hold an additional 750 
gallons for albacore tuna trips.

Newman worked on the boat’s refrigeration system “quite a bit,” 
he said, replacing its condenser and increasing its tank size.

He also beefed up its power supply enough to achieve a  
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minus-28-degrees blast freezer temperature. That allows for freezing 
of albacore and chilling seawater for salmon.

A mahogany, purpleheart, and Hydrotech top house was added 
to the boat a year after Newman bought it, rounding out its retrofit. 
“You’ve got to adjust the boat to fit you, not adjust yourself to fit the 
boat,” he said. 

Going where the fish are: Newman has had to adjust himself to 
changing fishing trends, however. From 2000 to 2004, salmon fishing 
was running strong in Northern California, but an era of reduced or 
even shutdown seasons followed.

“Ultimately, at some point, to maximize your potential as a  
commercial fisherman, you have to travel,” he said. To facilitate his 
fishing excursions, Newman moors in Eureka when he’s fishing for 
tuna and crab and in Fort Bragg for the summer salmon season.

The Eureka area is in the Klamath Management Zone, and its 
salmon season is usually short. It begins as late as September,  
sending Newman southward in the summer months.

From 2006 to 2010, salmon seasons nose-dived in Eureka, includ-
ing two straight years of total shutdowns. In response, Newman 
bought a permit to troll in Southeast Alaska.

The new conditions weren’t difficult to adapt to — “salmon troll-
ing’s salmon trolling,” Newman said — but kings weren’t numerous 
and he didn’t like fishing for coho. He sold the permit and turned to 
albacore tuna, which kept him closer to home on the West Coast.

Most of the tuna are caught in the summer months above the 
Oregon border, where there’s less wind and more albacore ports. The 
price range for albacore varies, and Newman prefers the so-called 
“town price” — what one gets for selling tuna straight off the dock — 
of up to $3 a pound.

Dock buyers don’t like to clean tuna, though — and neither does 
Newman, so the cost of hiring someone to do it is added to the base 
price. There’s a strong word-of-mouth local tuna market, and last 
year’s season was a bit above par. 

Boom and bust crabbing: When the Dungeness crab fishery hits a 
boom cycle, commercial fishing vaults to the top of the local economy.

A record-breaking Dungeness season was had two years ago,  
followed by a strong season in 2013. But last winter’s take was spot-
ty, at best, and Newman said that “no one expects a good season  
next year.”

The state’s northern region saw season openings delayed to  
January for the last two years, but in November, Newman and other 
crabbers go south to the Bay Area to take advantage of the earlier 
season opening there.

Sometimes travel isn’t an option. The 2014 spring opener of the 
salmon season in the state’s central region was robust and prices 
were favorable, and then came the northwest winds.

Like many salmon trollers, Newman’s was sidelined as windy  
conditions prevailed. By mid-June, not much was going on south of 
San Francisco, but Bodega Bay was seeing catches of 15 to 20 fish per 
day per boat “for those lucky enough to get there,” Newman said.

He described salmon trolling as a gamble. “You never know where 
you’re going to be or how long you’ll have to fish,” he added. 

Active involvement: Newman’s exclusive buyer is Caito Fisheries 
in Fort Bragg, and its co-owner, Jimmy Caito, has been “something 
of a mentor” to him. Caito is a former member of the Pacific Fishery 
Management Council (PFMC), and Newman is no stranger to civic 
representation himself.

Around the time Newman bought the Maria Isabel, he was cho-
sen to lead the Humboldt Fishermen’s Marketing Association as its  
president. He’s also a board member for the Pacific Coast Federa-
tion of Fishermen’s Associations and the Western Fish Boat Owners  

A Maria Isabel deckhand tends to a dungeness crab pot. When  
northern California’s dungeness fishery is booming, it provides strong 
winter income. Photo by robert bligh 
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the 51-foot F/V Maria Isabel is geared for versatility, switching from 
salmon and tuna trolling in the summer months to dungeness crab 
fishing in the winter. Photo: robert bligh
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Association, which represents commercial albacore fishermen.
Newman has also served as a member of the region’s Marine Life 

Protection Act stakeholders group and chairman of the California 
Salmon Council. Representing California salmon trollers on the 
PFMC’s Salmon Advisory Subpanel, Newman devised the state’s 
season alternatives for 2013.

He’s also the California adviser to the Pacific States Marine  
Fisheries Commission. And when the Humboldt County Harbor 
District needed a commissioner to represent the fishing community, 
Newman was the only candidate to step up — he started a four-year 
term in 2011.

“I have a natural … perversion, I guess, for trying to please  
other people,” he said, when asked why he’s taken on so many  
leadership positions. 

Looking ahead: Newman’s roles as the PFMC’s salmon adviser 
and chairman of the California Salmon Council have ended with  
resignations as a legal case against him proceeds. The state’s  
Department of Fish and Wildlife has accused him of misrepresent-
ing his recreational takes of deer and abalone, in a case that recently 
cleared a preliminary hearing stage.

A judge ruled that there’s enough evidence against Newman to 
take the case to trial, and the resolution of the case might not come 
until sometime in 2015.

In the meantime, Newman is focusing on doing his work and 
adapting to a mix of trends.

California’s ongoing drought and the long-running impacts of 
water diversion will continue to challenge salmon runs. Newman 
doesn’t assume the future will be bleak, however — he weighs  
positive factors like the restoration of coastal streams and improved 
land-use practices against the negatives.

But even in a fairly good salmon fishing year like this one, uncon-
trollable factors such as wind can drive down fishing opportunities. 
“It’s always a gamble,” Newman said. “Nobody knows the future; 
you’re just along for the ride.”  

Aaron newman, the F/V Maria Isabel’s owner, moors in various har-
bors and has travelled as far as Alaska to maximize fishing potential. 
Photo: robert bligh 
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Name of vessel: F/V Maria Isabel
Skipper and phone number: Aaron Newman, (707) 496-5158
Vessel type: Troller/crabber 
Length and beam: Length 51.3, breadth 14.1
Annual haul-out shipyard: Zerlang & Zerlang Marine Services, Humbolt Bay
Power main(s) and size: MD120 Volvo 
Hydraulic hoses/retailer: Fabcast Inc., Englund Marine Supply Co.
Stabilizers: Stano
Starter/alternator: Bosch, Leece-Neville 
Reduction gear and ratio: 3.89/1
Generator and size: Isuzu C240 20KW
Lubricants: Delo 400 15/40
Lubricant retailer: Renner Petroleum
Hydraulics: Rex Roth, Pitts Clutch
Hydraulics service: Fabcast Inc.
Refrigeration: Larkin Blast 5F30 Carrier Compressor
Refrigeration service: Town and Country
Prop : Olympic 44/31 4 blade
Prop tuning: The Prop Shop
Retailer for miscellaneous fittings: Englund Marine Supply Co.
Hooks: Mustad
Bait: Sea Wave
Crab gear: Custom Crab Pots, Commercial Crab Pots
Power block: Warren Junes
Winches: Bloom

Other deck machinery: East-Hope
Machinery/power controls: Morse
Troll flashers: Hot Spot, Oki
Troll hoochies/lures: Golden Bait, North Pacific, Luhr-Jensen, Silver Horde
Chart system: C-map
Sat phone: Global Star
Sat phone service provider: Global Star
Sat e-mail: SkyMate
Sounder(s) and servicing: Si-Tex
Sonar and servicing: West Mar HD800
Radio(s) and servicing: Standard, Icom
Autopilot: Com Nav
Galley equipment: Adriatic diesel stove
Galley provision retailers: Costco
Fire sensor system: Fire Boy
Fire suppression system: Fire Boy
Insurance/broker: Wicklund Pacific
Your buyer: Caito Fisheries
Airline used most frequently: United
Trade magazine most read: Pacific Fishing, Boats and Harbors 
Survival suits: Stearns 
Life rafts: Zodiac
Other safety equipment maker(s): Olin
Safety equipment retailers: Englund Marine Supply Co.
Knives: Russell, Victrox

Getting the job done

Keep Alaska Online—Catch Fish, Not Cables
Visit our website or call for complete route position lists and chartletts

Sitka

Juneau

Angoon

Petersburg

Wrangell

Ketchikan

5151 Fairbanks Street
Anchorage, AK  99503-2791
1-888-442-8662
1-907-777-5513 Fax
www.alaskaunited.com
gwilt@gci.com

GCI owns and maintains high capacity 
submarine fiber-optic cable systems 
linking the communities of SE Alaska. 
These cables provide a vital communications 
link between Alaska and the rest of the 
world. By avoiding bottom operations and 
anchoring in the vicinity of the cable route, 
you can prevent outages to this link, as well 
as damage or loss of your bottom gear. 
If you have entangled gear on the cable, 
or believe your gear may have been in 
contact with the cable, please report the 
incident by calling: 1-888-442-8662 
(24 hours, 7 days a week)

Alaska United Fiber System in SE Alaska
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by MICHEL DROUINaroUND THE YarDS
New boats and refits keeping yards busy

twin seiners Sierra Allene and Ace, newly launched from la Conner Maritime 
service Maritime Fabrications inc.

LaConner: Isaac Oczkewicz at LaConner Maritime Service and 
Maritime Fabrications Inc. reported in mid-June that the yard 
was preparing to send off its second Prince William Sound seiner  
that they built over the winter. The twin 49-foot seiners — built 
appropriately enough for twin brothers Hughie and Ron Blake 
in Cordova — will be fishing Prince William Sound this year and 
Sitka herring next year.

The vessels, Sierra Allene and Ace, are 49 feet long by 18 feet wide 
with 4-foot-6-inch drafts.

They are powered by 900 horsepower Scania main engines with 
30 kW Bollard gensets. The 18-ton refrigerated seawater systems 
were provided by Pacific West Refrigeration.

The vessels each have 
two insulated holds with 
a capacity in the forward 
hold of 951 cubic feet and 
in the aft hold 648 cubic 
feet. The vessels carry 
about 1,300 gallons of fuel 
and 200 gallons of water.

They are equipped with 
five bunks in the fo’c’sle 
and one in the pilothouse.

The mast has a crow’s 
nest and helm station, and 
each vessel is equipped 
with a main boom with 
hydraulic slider, two pick-
ing booms, a Pilkington 
deck winch, and Maritime 
Fabrication purse davits.

LaConner Marit ime 
Service and Maritime 
Fabrications has another 
49-by-18-foot seiner hull 
with tunnel available for sale and is currently building a 49-by-
18-foot combination shrimp/crab/gillnet/longline fishing boat for 
Wrangell, Alaska. It will be powered with a 12-liter Scania engine. 
It is scheduled to fish in 2015.

      
Seattle: Kvichak Marine Industries has started a production run 

of 32-foot Bristol Bay gillnetters for the 2015 season.  The company 
says that the new-top-house-design, all-aluminum, 32-foot-by-16-
foot jet-propelled gillnetter is a product of the Kvichak design team 
and will be powered by twin Volvo D11 EVEC-E engines rated for 
510 bhp coupled to ZF 305-3 marine gears and Hamilton HJ364 
water jets.

They will have a maximum fuel capacity of 400 gallons, will  
carry 50 gallons of water, and have a hold capacity of 20,500 
pounds with a 10,000-pound capacity at planing speed. The hold is 
chilled by a 7.5-ton refrigerated seawater system.

      
Richmond, B.C.: New in the yard at Arrow Marine Services Ltd. 

were the Argent Fisher for cooling pipes and the Pacific Harvester for 
Canadian Steamship Inspection.

      
Charleston, Oregon: At Giddings Boatworks, work is progress-

ing well on the major sponson job on the 98-foot-long trawler F/V 
Seeker. The sponsoning job is taking the boat’s beam from 26 feet 

to 36 feet by adding 5-foot sponsons to both 
sides. Most of the new steel on the hull is a 
quarter-inch, with the stern quarters receiv-
ing half-inch steel plate on corners and 
the door landing. The aft 20 feet will have 
a rounded chine for reduced turbulence and improved water  
flow aft.

When completed in September, the sponsoning will have 
increased the combined volume of the two fish holds from 4,713 
cubic feet to 6,112 cubic feet. Fuel capacity will grow from 29,380 
gallons to 43,010 gallons, and fresh, potable water capacity will 
increase from 2,432 gallons to 4,336 gallons.

Other changes include 
a new bulbous bow with a 
150 horsepower hydraulic 
bow thruster. 

Also at Giddings at 
the end of June were the 
Grumpy J, Echo Belle, Pacific 
Future, Noah’s Ark, Chellisa, 
Kaya C, Nicole, Shenanegan, 
and Lady Kathy.

The Grumpy J had the 
foam and f iberglass 
removed from both fish 
holds, new stainless cir-
culation piping, miscel-
laneous hydraulic piping, 
carpentry, generator renew-
al, new plastic decking, 
new stainless fish loading 
chutes in the main deck, 
and other repairs.

The Echo Belle had a 
haul-out, paint, zincs, mis-

cellaneous circulation piping, and engine cooling repairs.
Pacific Future was hauled out for paint, zincs, shaft repairs and 

engine alignment, and a new dripless shaft seal.  Major hold work 
was done, and Giddings replaced the shaft alley and covers in 
stainless steel and installed a new stainless soft patch between fish 
holds and a new chiller and circulation piping.  Pacific Future also 
has a new net reel, aluminum fish hold hatch covers, and stainless 
steel fish loading chutes on the main deck, and it received hydrau-
lic repairs, carpentry work, a new stern tube, and exhaust repairs.

Noah’s Ark was hauled out for sand blasting and painting, zincs, 
shaft bearing repairs, an engine alignment, new rudder tube and 
upper stock replacement, rudder repairs, new stainless steel win-
dow flats, new windows, carpentry work, and transducers.

Chellissa was hauled out for a new sonar tube and sonar, circula-
tion piping, and zincs.

Kaya C was hauled out for paint, zincs, hull repairs, new guard 
pipes, propeller repair, shaft repair, new stuffing box, engine align-
ment, generator installation, and exhaust system repairs. 

The Nicole had an emergency haul-out for cooler repairs, the 
Shenanegan had an emergency haul-out to replace the grid cooler, 
and the Lady Kathy had fuel tank repairs.

If you have news about activity in North Pacific shipyards, contact Michel 
Drouin at scribblefish@hotmail.com.
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mID-coaST rEporT by KATIE WILSON

Cormorant kill-off proposed to protect salmon runs
Cormorants, salmon: The U.S. Army Corps of Engineers is 

wrapping up a public comment period on a plan that would 
allow the Corps to kill nearly 16,000 double-crested cormorants on  
Oregon’s East Sand Island.

The birds are blamed for hugely impacting salmon runs. The 
island’s 14,900 breeding pairs represent roughly 40 percent of 
the entire western population of the species, and they eat an  
average of 18 million endangered and threatened juvenile salmonids  
every year.

Tribal and non-tribal commercial fishermen reported increased 
issues with bird predation this spring and summer and are  
concerned that East Sand Island’s birds in particular could impact 
future runs.

The Corps’ plan outlines several options for dealing with the  
cormorants, but says it has already exhausted most of these. Over 
the years, the Corps tried various hazing techniques to discour-
age the cormorants from nesting on the island, but the colony’s 
numbers have only continued to grow, said a spokesperson for  
the Corps.

The plan recommends using shotguns to kill the birds and  
perhaps also applying oil to eggs to kill up to 750 embryos.

The Corps has long had a management plan in place to deal 
with the Caspian terns, who also continue to eat young salmon 
and steelhead in vast numbers. Now the biological opinion that  
regulates the Columbia River’s hydropower system has dictated 
that the Corps must greatly reduce the size of the cormorant colony 
by 2018.

East Sand Island is home to a vast number of birds, includ-
ing Brandt’s cormorants and the largest colony of Caspian terns. 
This year, several breeding pairs of California brown pelicans 
nested on the island. Typically, the birds 
complete their nesting cycle before  
heading north. Researchers believe that the 
collapse of fisheries along the southern coast 
has driven the birds north earlier than usual 
in a search for food.

      
Salmon season: On the ocean, the salm-

on season got off to a good start, said Nancy 
Fitzpatrick, administrator for the Oregon 
Salmon Commission.

Preliminary numbers provided in 
June for April and May show fishermen 
landing 881,000 pounds, with a value 
to fishermen of $6.2 million. Consider-
ing the totals for all of 2013 came to 1.28  
million pounds landed with a value to  
fishermen of $7.5 million, the spring season 
has set fishers up for a good year.

“At this rate, we’ll surpass last year,”  
Fitzpatrick said.

Prices began at $9 a pound in April but 
dropped to $6 a pound by the beginning  
of July.

“We’re doing very well,” Fitzpatrick said. 
“I know fishermen are pleased. Some boats 
have brought in quite a few fish per trip.”

By the time the spring season closed mid-
June, harvest managers reported a new 
spring Chinook forecast of 243,000 fish to 
the mouth of the Columbia River.

April and May provided all-around good 
fishing weather, but the winds kicked up in 
June, keeping a number of vessels at home.

“I don’t know what that means for alba-
core,” Fitzpatrick said.

Lower Columbia gillnetters were getting 
an estimated $5 per pound at the docks, 
although gillnet fishers kept off the main stem 
in select fishing areas such as Youngs Bay were not experiencing 
much abundance. As of June 6, Oregon Fish and Wildlife reported 
an estimated total of 3,557 Chinook landed by non-tribal commer-
cial fishers in the Lower Columbia main stem.

      
Guide boat capsizes: A West Linn man died after an  

aluminum guide fishing boat out of Hammond, Oregon, capsized 
while trying to cross the Columbia River Bar in 8- to 10-foot seas at 
the end of June. 

The crew of the fishing vessel Teresa D were able to rescue five 
other people off the guide boat, but Craig Robert Biggs was found 
tangled in the debris of the boat. The U.S. Coast Guard, which 
responded with several boats and a rescue swimmer lowered from 
a Jayhawk helicopter, tried to resuscitate Biggs but pronounced 
him dead soon after finding him.

According to the Coast Guard, bar conditions had been calm 
early that morning, but the seas began to grow larger. Later in the 
morning, the Coast Guard radioed that it would be restricting bar 
crossings due to high seas. The crew of the Teresa D and the guide 
boat were both returning when the guide boat capsized.

Pacific Fishing columnist Katie Wilson is a reporter for the Chinook 
Observer in Long Beach, Washington, where she covers natural resources  
and education.
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by WESLEy LOyalaSka NoTEBook
Sockeye rules; red king quota slashed
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Salmon update: At press time, Alaska’s commercial salmon 
catch stood at 5.5 million fish, with sockeye accounting for nearly 
4 million of those.

The state projects a total all-species catch of about 133 million 
salmon once the season wraps up in the fall.

The early excitement this year was at the Copper River, where 
gillnetters had taken more than 1.5 million sockeye.

The harvest of pink salmon, the most abundant species, had 
barely begun. The state is projecting a catch of about 75 million 
pinks, far below last year’s incredible haul of over 200 million.

      
Norton Sound king crab: The Norton Sound summer red king 

crab fishery opened June 25 with a significantly reduced quota.
The overall quota of 382,800 pounds represented a 23 percent cut 

from last year’s 495,600 pounds. Most of the quota was allocated 
to the open-access fishery, with 7.5 percent reserved for the Com-
munity Development Quota (CDQ) fishery.

This season brought a new twist as crabbers were allowed to 
retain large male Hanasaki, or spiny, king crab. The Alaska Depart-
ment of Fish and Game, along with the industry, hope to collect 
abundance and distribution data on the species and develop a 
management plan and markets.

The 2013 open-access fishery lasted 74 days, with 33 vessels 
making landings. Catch rates were poor and the fleet took only 
81 percent of the quota. The average price paid (including CDQ 
catches) was $5.63 per pound, a record high.

During its June meeting in Nome, the North Pacific Fishery  
Management Council heard ideas to reduce overcapitalization in 

the fishery. The council urged stakeholders to 
work together for potential solutions to bring 
back to a future meeting.

Norton Sound is one of Alaska’s smaller 
king crab fisheries. Much larger volumes 
of king crab are taken farther south in the Bering Sea and  
Aleutian Islands.

      
Halibut bycatch: Tighter halibut bycatch controls could be  

coming for major Alaska fleets.
At its Nome meeting, the North Pacific Council initiated an 

analysis of alternatives to reduce halibut bycatch limits in the Ber-
ing Sea and Aleutians groundfish fisheries. Among other things, 
the analysis will look at reductions of 10 to 35 percent in current 
bycatch limits.

Five fishing sectors could be affected: pollock factory trawlers, 
pollock catcher boats, flatfish trawlers, freezer longliners, and  
CDQ harvesters.

The council has come under increasing pressure to tighten 
bycatch limits for halibut and Chinook salmon, two highly prized 
species experiencing slumps in recent years.

Developing regulations, of course, can be time-consuming. 
So the council also asked the industry to take voluntary steps to  
curtail halibut mortality.

      
Ocean acidification: The Alaska Fisheries Science Center is 

planning research projects for 2015-17 to evaluate impacts of ocean 
acidification on commercially important species, including snow 
crab, red king crab, and pollock. A brief description of the work is 
posted at http://1.usa.gov/1nBnTIe.

Ocean acidification has become a major worry. Scientists believe 
that the oceans are growing more acidic due to the burning of fossil 
fuels, as well as land use changes such as deforestation.

      
Juneau watch: It’s always interesting to see who wants  

something, and how badly, in the state capital.
You can get a pretty good indication by checking the Alaska  

Public Offices Commission lobbyist directory.
According to the 2014 directory dated April 24, a variety of sea-

food interests are using contract lobbyists. Here are a few examples:
Prince William Sound Aquaculture Corp. is paying Kent Dawson 

an annual fee of $50,000.
Ocean Beauty Seafoods LLC is paying Reed Stoops an annual 

fee of $45,000.
Icicle Seafoods Inc. is paying Sam Kito Jr. a monthly fee of $3,500.
Yukon Delta Fisheries Development Association is paying John 

Walsh an annual fee of $35,000.
Coastal Villages Region Fund is paying Mark Hickey an annual 

fee of $25,000.
Kenai Peninsula Fishermen’s Association is paying Bob  

Thorstenson Jr. an annual fee of $25,000.
Purse Seine Vessel Owners’ Association is paying Kent Dawson 

an annual fee of $24,000.
Kodiak Regional Aquaculture Association is paying Ian Fisk an 

annual fee of $20,000.
Check out the lobbyist directory at http://tinyurl.com/nyox68k.

Pacific Fishing columnist Wesley Loy, a well-known observer of fisheries 
of the North Pacific, also runs the Deckboss blog, www.deckboss.blogspot.
com/.
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fISH facTor
Track your boat’s rock and rolling with new app

by LAINE WELCH & STEPHANIE MANGINI

Stay stable: Fishing boats rock and roll, pitch, yaw, surge, 
sway, and heave. A new iPhone app helps skippers respond to the  
movements as they navigate rough seas in tough weather. It is 
called SCraMP — for Small Craft Motion Program — and it has a 
variety of tools for boat operators.

“There is a view that gives them the accelerations they’ve seen, 
so they can have a sense of how bad they are being beat up,” 
said Leigh McCue, a professor at Virginia Tech’s Department of  
Aerospace and Ocean Engineering, who created the app. “There 
is a screen that will tell them how severe their roll motions have  
been and a screen that gives them a choice of three different  
warning metrics, and fishermen can plug in numbers they feel  
comfortable with.” 

She said stability indicators have been talked about for years, 
but prototypes were too bulky or expensive. After getting a  
smartphone, she realized it had all of the computing power that 
was needed, and input from fishermen helped hone the app to  
their needs.

“Tracking roll periods came about from a conversation with a 
fisherman who said that when he is sleeping in his bunk and wakes 
up, he’ll count off a roll period or two to make sure things seem 
right to him,” McCue said. “I figured it’s easy enough to have that 
being calculated, so he can look at a screen that shows what the 
roll periods have been for the time he was asleep and see if there is 
anything trending that he doesn’t like.” 

The SCraMP app can be customized to each vessel and  
downloaded for free at www.vesseldynamics.com.

      
Death by sunscreen: All that sunblock being slathered on by 

beach-goers around the world is causing major damage to ocean 
corals. A study funded by the European Commission revealed that 
the mix of 20 compounds used to protect skin from the harmful 
effects of the sun causes rapid bleaching of coral reefs.  

The World Trade Organization (WTO) reports that 10 percent of 
world tourism takes place in tropical areas, with nearly 80 million 
people visiting coral reefs each year. The WTO estimates that up 
to 6,000 tons of sunscreen lotions are released into reef areas each 
year, and that 10 per cent of the world’s coral reefs are at risk of 
“death by sunscreen.” 

While Alaska’s deep sea corals face threats from ocean  
acidification, they are safe from sunscreens. Unlike tropical  
varieties, Alaska corals don’t form reefs — they grow into dense 
gardens and can live for hundreds of years. The waters surround-
ing the Aleutian Islands are believed to harbor the most abundant 
and diverse cold-water corals in the world.

      
Fish watch: June saw salmon fisheries opening all across the 

state and the streak of warm weather had fish showing up a bit  
earlier than usual. Bristol Bay’s fishing season officially opened 
on June 2, and fishermen and processors hurriedly geared up in  
anticipation of an early sockeye run. No one wants a repeat of last 
year when the reds arrived eight days sooner than expected and 
caught many off guard. 

South Peninsula salmon fisheries are underway. Kodiak’s season 
kicked off a bit earlier on June 5 and Yakutat’s on June 3. Trollers at 
Southeast have been out on the water for spring kings since May 
1, and seiners will begin fishing throughout the region on June 15. 

Alaska’s total salmon harvest this season is projected at about 
133 million fish, down 47 percent from last year’s record catch of 
283 million fish. That’s due to an off year for pink salmon — this 
summer’s catch of 75 million is a 67 percent decrease from last 
summer’s record take of 226 million humpies. The breakdown for 

other catches calls for  
4.4 million coho salmon, 
nearly 20 million chums, 
and a 14 percent bump 
up in sockeyes to nearly 
34 million. A total catch 
of 79,000 Chinook salmon is projected in areas outside of Southeast 
and Bristol Bay.

You can track Alaska salmon catches by region and species on 
a daily basis with ADFG’s “Blue Sheet.” Find it at the agency’s 
website under Commercial Fisheries/Salmon/Harvest. A weekly 
in-season summary also charts the progression of all commercial 
salmon harvests and compares them with the five-year averages. 

      
More than salmon: As always, lots of other fisheries are under-

way besides salmon. The summer pollock season opened in the 
Bering Sea on June 10 and cod reopened for hook-and-line catch-
er-processors. Halibut longliners have landed 45 percent of their 
16-million-pound catch limit, with the ports of Homer, Seward, and 
Kodiak getting almost equal shares of landings so far. 

For sablefish, 54 percent was taken out of a nearly 24-million-
pound quota, with most deliveries going to Seward. Jig fishermen 
around Kodiak were still tapping away at their 7.3-million-pound 
cod quota. 

In Southeast, the Dungeness crab season opened June 15 —  
managers will use catch and effort information from the first week 
of fishing to predict the total season harvest, which usually is 
between 2 million to 3 million pounds. At Norton Sound, a herring 
bait fishery is underway.

      
Shell shocks: The shells of crabs, shrimp, lobsters, and other 

crustaceans are being turned into bioplastics for food packaging 
and more. The shells contain a compound called chitin, which is 
also found in insects and fungi, and it is one of the most abundant 
biodegradable materials in the world. Estimates are that more than 
25 billion tons of chitin from seafood are disposed of each year.

Bankrolled by funds from their government, scientists at the 
Norwegian Institute of Food, Fisheries, and Aquaculture Research 
are turning chitin into so-called “active” packaging aimed at 
reducing plastics made from petrochemicals. The products can 
range from hard bioplastics to thin films that cover food products. 
The food sector alone, including beverages, accounts for nearly  
two-thirds of global packaging from non-biodegradable plastics.

Chitin has a rich research history for use in agriculture, medicine, 
and other fields. As a seed treatment added to soil, it works as a 
biopesticide, increases blooms in plants, and extends the life of cut 
flowers and Christmas trees. The U.S. Forest Service has conducted 
research on chitin to control pathogens in pine trees and increase 
resin pitch outflow, which naturally resists pine beetle infestation.

Chitin also can be used in water filtration, as it causes fine  
sediment particles to bind together. Tests show that chitin com-
bined with sand filtration removes up to 99 percent of turbidity in 
water. Chitin’s hemostatic properties cause blood to clot rapidly, 
and it is used in bandages by the U.S. and the U.K. military. 

Scientists also have recently developed a polyurethane coating 
that heals its own scratches. When added to traditional coatings to 
protect paint on cars, for example, the chitin reacts chemically to 
ultraviolet light and smoothes scratches in less than one hour.

Pacific Fishing columnist Laine Welch writes the Fish Factor  
newspaper column and produces Fish Radio out of Kodiak. She is helped by  
Stephanie Mangini.
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by MICHEL DROUINB.c. UpDaTE
Salmon season starts

Gillnetter tom lewis selling barkley sound sockeye in Vancouver.

While it was too early at  press time to tell what portion of the 
Fraser River’s expected 7.3 million to 72.5 million sockeye was 
going to show up, other salmon fisheries had began.

B.C.’s net-fishing salmon season kicked off with gillnet openings 
on the midcoast for Chinook salmon June 2 and June 3 in Barkley 
Sound on the west coast of Vancouver Island.

The North Coast season opened June 10 in Area 3 in the 
approaches to the Nass River, with the target species Nass  
River sockeye.

In the Nass, the run size is estimated to be in the 452,000-972,000 
range with expectations of 642,000 with a commercial harvest  
of 240,000.

The sockeye run in the Skeena River is forecast to be between 1.1 
million and 4.7 million, with hopes of seeing 2.3 million fish with a 
commercial harvest of 525,000.

Expectations for Barkley Sound were for a run size of 1.6  
million sockeye, but by the third week of June catches were unre-
markable, with the total taken in three openings reaching 18,000 fish.  
Gillnetters have a total allowable catch (TAC) of 284,441. First 
Nations have a TAC of 263,000 fish and seiners 426,662. 

“I think we caught less 
the second week than the 
first,” said gillnetter Tom 
Lewis, who was selling 
some Barkley Sound sock-
eye to the public in Van-
couver for $8 a pound.

Lewis said that was a 
lot better than the grounds 
price of $2.50 a pound 
being paid in Barkley.

      
Prawns: I talked to my 

old friend and skipper, 
prawn fisherman Guy 
Johnston, shortly after the 
close of the prawn season 
June 16. 

Guy told me that coast-
wide  landings  were 
between 3 million and 3.5 
million pounds.

“That’s the new average,” he said. “It’s down from when we 
were getting 5 to 6 million pounds every year.  This is the third year 
of landings like that.”

Prices continue to be very good for prawns, with fishermen get-
ting between $12 and $14 a pound for live prawns in Vancouver. 

Guy said that he expected to be paid in the range of $9 a pound 
for his frozen product. 

“There is talk of a settlement at Christmas,” he said. “We ended 
up with $12 last year, which was astounding.”

The market is opening up too; whereas only a few years ago 
Japan was the only market for prawns, mainland China, Taiwan, 
Korea, and other Asian countries are buying B.C. prawns.

Even within Canada the demand is high, and so are domestic 
prices, with Vancouver prices hitting as high as $18 a pound earlier 
in the year.

“We had trouble in the past selling prawns for three bucks a 
pound,” Guy said. 

With closures in other areas like the west coast of Vancouver 
Island, much of the fleet ended up crowded into the Gulf of  
Georgia this year, which led some fishermen to move to other areas 
to avoid the fleet.

The composition of the fleet is changing too, Guy said, 
with a greater participation of First Nations in the prawn fleet  

than previously.
“The bands own about 30 percent of the 

licenses now,” he said. “It has become quite 
a big thing, they lease some and some fish  
the licenses.”

      
Loss of life: It was a tragic week for the fishing industry in  

British Columbia in the early part of June.
On Friday, June 6, a 25-year-old deckhand on the prawn  

fishing vessel Diane Louise became entangled in the ground line while  
setting traps and was pulled overboard. He was not wearing a  
personal floatation device (PFD).

He shouted out as he went over and the vessel turned around 
and retrieved him from the water, but he had spent a substantial 
amount of time underwater.

He was unresponsive and despite efforts to perform CPR by 
the crew and then professional emergency responders, he was not 
revived. He was evacuated to Port Hardy hospital at 15:00 that day 
but by 14:00 he was deceased.

“We are going to investigate and there will be a full report. We 
have to sit down and do an 
analysis and piece together 
what happened and see 
what some safety deficien-
cies were,” said Glenn Bud-
den, Transportation Safety 
Board of Canada regional 
senior fishing vessel inves-
tigator. “If we see some-
thing right away, we may 
put out a safety letter.”

Less than a week later, 
on June 12, a 27.5-foot crab 
boat turned over in John-
stone Strait with the loss  
of the 48-year old vessel 
captain.

According to Budden, 
the witness report as 
recorded by an RCMP 
interview with the surviv-
ing crewman indicated that 

the vessel’s load of crabs shifted, causing the vessel to list.
“They were transiting from Port Harvey to Kelsey Bay — that 

can be a dangerous bit of water — and they were carrying their 
crabs in water in a tote on the middle of the deck. From what we 
understand, it broke free and went over to one side,” Budden said.

The deckhand put on a PFD and went outside to correct the 
shifting load but with the list on the boat, the vessel turned over.  
The captain got out of the window, and both men perched on the 
overturned vessel. When it became obvious that the vessel was not 
going to remain afloat, they both struck out swimming for shore, 
with only the crewman wearing a PFD. The crewman made it to 
shore, but the skipper remains missing and is presumed drowned.

Budden says that these kinds of deaths in the fishing industry 
are unnecessary and everyone in the industry must work together 
to prevent them.

“It is a tragic thing, and it is not like the old days where fatalities 
were just a part of doing business,” he said. “People depend on 
the TSB to determine what happened out there and to take lessons 
learned and stop needless fatalities in the fishing industry.”

Michel Drouin first sailed on a commercial fishing vessel as a child in 
1959. He’s been covering West Coast fisheries since 1990.
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lETTEr from UNalaSka by LAUREN ROSENTHAL

Bycatch debate clouds pollock B season
B season: The pollock B season started under a cloud this 

June, shortly after the North Pacific Fishery Management Coun-
cil wrapped up several tough conversations about bycatch in the 
trawl sector during a meeting in Nome.

Subsistence fishermen gave the council an earful about the 
restrictions they’re facing on Chinook salmon because of poor runs 
on the Yukon and Kuskokwim rivers. Brandon Amosak of Nome 
argued that the Bering Sea pollock fleet is allowed to take a dis-
proportionate amount of salmon as bycatch considering that “the 
subsistence salmon fishermen aren’t even allowed to harvest one.” 

Amosak and many others argued that the council should tight-
en its limits on Chinook bycatch and put in a hard cap on chum  
salmon in the trawl fleet. Instead, the council decided to analyze 
a slew of options for reducing bycatch over the next few months. 
They’ll look at changing the salmon avoidance incentives and  
lowering the target bycatch standard, which currently sits at about 
47,500 Chinook a year. 

The timing of the pollock harvest — and the use of salmon 
excluder nets in the fishery — will also be under examination.

      
Angling for less bycatch: Meanwhile, halibut fishermen also 

raised concerns about the impact that the groundfish sector has 
on their industry. The International Pacific Halibut Commission 
(IPHC) has been cutting directed fishing quotas out of concern for 
halibut stocks. The NPFMC asked industry groups to cut back on 
halibut bycatch and mortality by 10 percent, compared to their 
five-year average levels. They also want federal biologists to keep 
working with the IPHC to weave groundfish observers’ data into 
the IPHC halibut stock assessments.

      
Onward to pollock: After years of gridlock and legal battles, 

the fight over an endangered stock of Steller sea lions in the west-
ern Aleutian Islands has taken a major turn. The National Marine 
Fisheries Service (NMFS) finished a court-ordered environmental 
impact statement this spring on how restricting commercial fishing 
in the region to protect Stellers is actually helpful — and whether 
allowing more fishing would hurt the dwindling population of sea 
lions. NMFS decided that it wouldn’t.

Right now, the agency is supposed to be drafting a new regu-
lation that will loosen their old bans on fishing in the western 
Aleutians. In anticipation, The Aleut Corp. put out an open call 
for trawlers and processors that want access to the 15,000 metric 
tons of pollock quota that was allocated to the corporation about 
a decade ago — but never fished, due to the sea lion protections. 

Half of the quota will need to be fished by vessels under 60 feet, 
according to a letter from Aleut Enterprise CEO Rudy Tsukada, but 
it doesn’t have to be delivered to a shoreside plant.

      
Missing man may be found: Two Fish and Wildlife Service 

employees made a sad discovery on the island of Adak this sum-
mer. The workers were trying to complete a bird survey in mid-
June when they stumbled on a set of human remains in a ravine 
near Lake Betty. 

Based on a wallet and ID found nearby, the Alaska State Troop-
ers believe the deceased person is Samuel Arrington. Arrington 
went missing on Adak six years ago during a summer camping 
trip. There were multiple attempts to locate the 57-year-old man. 
Rescuers found his outdoor equipment left behind at Lake Betty, 
but that was all.

The state medical examiner couldn’t determine a cause of death 
or identity based on the remains, so another autopsy will be  
performed in the Lower 48.

      
The bottom of the food web: A few years ago, NASA paid 

to send a group of scientists to the Arctic so they could examine 

what climate change was doing to the area’s 
ecosystems. It wasn’t a huge shock that the 
annual upswell of tiny phytoplankton — the 
food that many Arctic animals rely on — 
was happening earlier than usual. But the  
critters weren’t just spawning because of 
warm weather. They were growing in huge numbers in a place 
they’d never been seen before — beneath sea ice.

“After the winter is over, we believed there were a whole bunch 
of nutrients in the water ready to spur this primary productiv-
ity. But no one’s really gone out there and measured it before,”  
said Bob Pickart, a physical oceanographer and one of the lead 
investigators on a recent Arctic research expedition.

I talked to Pickart in Unalaska, shortly after he and about 40 
other scientists wrapped up a cruise to the Chukchi Sea aboard 
the Coast Guard icebreaker Healy. They spent a little over a month 
researching phytoplankton growth and waiting for it to happen.

“We didn’t quite stay out there long enough to get the full 
bloom,” Pickart said. “We saw every other aspect of it except for 
the final step.”

But the crew was able to capture dozens of water samples  
from up and down the Chukchi shelf, thanks to the Healy’s  
ice capabilities. 

“We discovered that yes, there’s nutrients all over the place, 
and all these amazing pathways of water that are carrying these  
nutrients,” said Pickart. 

The next step is to figure out how they got there — and what role 
they play in a fast-changing environment.

Lauren Rosenthal is a reporter for KUCB, Unalaska. Previously, she 
worked for the Pittsburgh Post-Gazette.
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SoUTHErN clImES by DANIEL MINTZ 

MSC distinguishes West Coast trawlers

BIGGEST
SMALL BOAT
IN ITS CLASS

•	 1,400+	CF	hold	capacity	(18'	wide	model)
•	 Crab,	seine,	gillnet	and	other	configurations	available
•	Optional	shallow	draft	keel	and	tunnel
•	Models	include	32'	-	49'	long,	14'	-	18'	wide

360-466-3629
www.laconnermaritime.com

49'x18'	Seiner
Launched	June	2014

Sustainable: Once a disastrously plundered resource, the West 
Coast’s groundfish trawl fishery has re-emerged as one that is  
quota-controlled and sustainable. If there were any doubt about 
that, it’s been removed with the recent Marine Stewardship  
Council (MSC) certification of 13 West Coast groundfish species. 

Reduced bycatch and sustainable harvesting is recognized by  
the certification, confirming the fishery as a best-case trawling  
scenario. But it’s uncertain whether that will influence consumers. 

“Do people care? I don’t know,” said Pete Leipzig, the head of 
the Fishermen’s Marketing Association trawlers group. He said the 
certification is “anticlimactic” because he’s been highly aware of 
the fishery’s sustainable practices for a long time. 

Brad Pettinger is director of the Oregon Trawl Commission, 
which applied for the certification. Asked about marketing gains, he 
said that the MSC’s blessing “will help some” — not that it has to. 

Pettinger said the certification wasn’t sought to boost retail  
profile. “It’s really more of a policy issue,” he continued. “Trawling 
gets beat up in the press quite a bit, and environmentalists lump 
trawlers into one big basket – trawling the ocean floor, that’s not us.” 

The certification affirms that “we’re doing the right thing,”  
Pettinger said. 

      
Blown out by the wind: The ocean salmon fishing season 

below Point Arena has been a disappointment since its May 1 
opening. The season’s first stage was spotty, and things got worse  
from there. 

Chinook were there to catch, but not many fishermen were able 
to get on the water to catch them. 

Hard-charging northwest winds kept anx-
ious fishermen on land through May and June. 

As of mid-June, only 462,000 pounds of 
salmon had been landed, most of it in San 
Francisco in the first phase of the season and 
then leaning toward Bodega Bay from early June on. 

Up until late June, price was strong, averaging from $6 to  
$6.50 a pound but rising as high as $12 a pound, reflecting  
inconsistent supply. 

The June 19 season opener in the Fort Bragg area was initially 
affected by wind, but it soon subsided. Fishermen were back at sea 
and reported making decent catches, but a few days before the Fort 
Bragg area’s first fishing window closed on June 30, prices dropped 
to $4.50 a pound due to robust supply from Oregon and anticipa-
tion of an influx of Southeast Alaska Chinook starting July 1.

      
Transforming ‘Buddhaville’: The transformation of North-

ern California’s open spaces into marijuana-growing grounds is 
becoming a well-known phenomenon. But sometimes the process 
can be reversed. 

A 2,000 acre subdivision once known as Buddhaville is being 
transformed from a marijuana-growing enclave to an unpopulated 
watershed area protected by a conservation easement. 

Situated in Mendocino County near the Humboldt County  
border, the Buddhaville property came to the community’s  
attention in 2005, when it was settled by marijuana growers after 
being subdivided. 

A few years later, it got wider attention — this time from the 
variety of state and federal police agencies that comprised the 
Operation Southern Sweep marijuana-busting operation. To make 
a long story short, the property reverted back to its original owners 
and was recently bought by a new breed of investment companies. 

New Island Capital is a San Francisco–based “green investment” 
company that buys timberland properties to ensure their conserva-
tion. The locally based Sanctuary Forest Land Trust successfully 
lobbied the company to buy 1,700 acres of the former Budhhaville 
site and then lobbied the state for a $3.2 million grant to pay for a 
protective easement. 

The grant was recently approved and now, removal of devel-
opment rights, creek and stream preservation, and environmen-
tally responsible forestry run with the land. It’s an important turn 
of events because the sprawling property includes a stretch of 
the Mattole River and tributaries of the South Fork Eel River, all  
bearing coho and steelhead. 

Noah Levy, a Sanctuary Forest board member, said Buddhaville 
had been on his group’s radar for conservation even before it 
gained its evocative moniker. When it became a pot collective,  
concern grew as the plants did. 

“We started to hear people say, ‘What’s happening out there, 
there’s dozens of cars and trucks coming in and out of there every 
day,’” said Levy. “That’s what was suddenly happening.” 

Road grading was extensive, Levy continued, but most  
worrisome was the presence of “many water lines thrown in every 
possible direction” leading from creeks to sun-baked pot gardens. 

With the easement in place, that will never happen again.

Pacific Fishing columnist Daniel Mintz has reported on Humboldt  
County’s government and natural resources industries for more than a 
decade. His news reports are syndicated locally in three of the county’s  
weekly newspapers and on KMUD-FM radio.



 www.pACifiCfiShiNg.Com  £  AUgUST 2014  £  pACifiCfiShiNg  £  27

ToUGH GIrl by AMy MAJORS

Bristol Bay shuffle, part one

To fish with us: 
call 1-800-426-5490   
and ask for Alaska Support.

Happiness is

A big set…
Your success is our business —

thank you for fishing with us.

I was all by my lonesome on a Sunday night, but the Great  
Alaskan Bush Co. sounded all right to me. I knew I’d run into a 
Bristol Bay fisherman or a familiar face, so I decided to wing it. 
That’s exactly what happened too. A half-dozen shots of tequila 
later, a bunch of us fishermen were getting lap dances from a  
couple of nice ladies — strippers named Spicy and Crystal. I’d 
finally reached the breaking point, though, so I stated my remorse 
to the guys. “Sorry, boys. This Tough Girl isn’t that tough, and it’s 
time for me to leave.” They were disappointed, but I couldn’t wait 
to get a cab to Wendy’s, then back to my crappy hotel room to get 
a couple of hours nap before heading to the airport in the morning.

It was brutal! Even so, I got my ass there at 6 a.m. and checked in 
for standby on “When Air,” aka PenAir. It was then that I noticed 
that getting on a flight that day would be like winning the lottery 
— not happening. I met a new friend at the airport, though. His 
name was Nate, and we were both in a similar boat. He’d been 
there for 48 hours longer than I had and had been sleeping on  
airport benches. Patience has never been one of my strongest  
attributes, so I gave up standby on day two, and Nate and I both 
managed to round up three other guys to charter a flight straight 
into King Salmon. We were out of there within 30 minutes at $450 
a pop.

We arrived in King Salmon, and I was immediately surprised by 
the surroundings. I’ve been all over the world but have never seen 
anything quite like Bristol Bay. Everyone hitches rides around here, 
in old beat-up pieces of crap that you wouldn’t think would even 
run. “Naknek rigs,” they’re called. They’re all worth no more than 
the cost to ship them up here.

I wasted no time going from boat to boat inquiring about deck-
hand jobs. I even went to all of the canneries. Obviously, Trident 
was the very first place I looked, because I only wanted to fish for 
them, and within an hour the whole fleet knew Tough Girl was in 
town. On the way back from Trident, I decided to hitch and was 
surprised to meet this guy named Clayton, who owns the Licka D 
Split. After we talked for a little while, I realized that he had fished 
Southeast for 18 years and knew all the same people and boats 
that I do. He even ran a tender and offloaded my father’s boat last  
summer. I told him I was just staying on my friend Nate’s boat, the 
Espresso, so he invited me into his house for a week.

“I saw my first passed-out fisherman yesterday, he was lying 
in the road, right next to where we had almost hit a porcupine 20  
minutes earlier,” I told my mom the next morning on the phone. 
She didn’t say much except to remind me to bring my pepper 
spray and knife wherever I go.

A sushi party sounded great. So we had some flown in from 
Anchorage a couple of days later. We probably had 40-some  
fishermen in the house drinking whiskey and telling stories until 
midnight. That’s when people began to pile out of the house and 
head to the bars in Naknek. We decided to do the same. With a 
loaded Naknek rig, we drove to the Fisherman’s Bar, and it took 
all of five minutes for around 20 guys to swarm around me like  
hungry vultures. They mostly asked about Pacific Fishing magazine, 
but they also asked me if I had a boyfriend.

The aftermath of the sushi party was a little crazy. Most of the 
coffee cups had a splash zone holding the handles to the cups, and 
I thought to myself, “This is the life.” It was almost time to go slay 
some reds, and everyone was still drunk from the night before, 
when here came Clayton, wearing a sweatshirt he’s worn on every 
boat he’s been on since 1990. “Mugged by a hobo” was the term 
used to describe it.

“Where’s the hitchhiker you picked up yesterday?” one of the 

guys asked, as I came to in the back room after 
doing dishes. These three-day runners are not 
something I’m acclimated to, by the way. “We 
should name her Orphan Amy,” they said, and 
just like that, I was part of the crew. Extreme-
ly thankful to have found a good group of people to hang out 
with, who would help me get on a boat and make sure that I was  
protected from the other crazy drunk fishermen.

“The water is so silty here, I don’t even need to use soap,” I said, 
as I hopped out of the shower, but at least it made my hair shiny. 
The job hunt was on after that, and the Bristol Bay shit show was 
done for a day. Clayton drove me from King Salmon to the Naknek 
jail, aka the “Pink Palace,” posting fliers for a deckhand job, and for 
the first time in many years, I was a greenhorn. Each night I spent 
at the house was fun with the boys. There were two foxes outside 
that we hand fed, and I was happy that I had bug spray.

We went fishing a few days later on the Licka D Split. I learned 
how to pick fish and also how to run the hydraulics. It was a good 
break-in experience for me on my first 32-foot jet boat. Watch out, it 
doesn’t take her long to run over a cork line, or 10, and you’d better 
be holding on tight when that happens.

Quarters are tight, bunks even tighter than any boat I’ve been 
on before. I hit my head every time I stepped out and immediately 
knew that it would take some getting used to. This is not Southeast 
Alaska, and it’s most certainly not a gentleman’s fishery. It’s the 
Wild West. With no job, I came up here on a whim. This is living.

Amy Majors writes monthly for Pacific Fishing.
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lISTEN Up by  JENNIFER HAWKS

58’ Seiners now available in fiberglass, aluminum and steel

32’ Bristol Bay Gillnetters 
now available in Aluminum 

or Fiberglass

253-272-9319
2218 MARINE VIEW DRIVE

TACOMA, WA 98422
www.modutechmarine.com

MODUTECH MARINE, INC
New Construction to 100’

• Commercial • Work • Charter Boats

32’ Bristol Bay Gillnetters 

What is a podcast: A digital audio file available on the Internet 
for downloading to a computer or listening on a portable media 
player such as an iPod, MP3 player, iPad, or smartphone. Most  
podcasts run between a few minutes to an hour.

Where to find podcasts: iTunes, Amazon, and the podcast pro-
ducer’s website are the most common sources. Use a search engine 
using the keywords “podcast” and whatever your subject of interest 
is to find episodes or shows that you might enjoy. In addition, Pacific 
Fishing will feature several recommendations from Jennifer Hawks, 
producer and host of My Yukon Life podcast radio, in this column. 

How to listen: You can usually play a podcast directly from the 
producer’s website or download it from iTunes or Amazon to your 
computer or media player, then play it at your convenience.

The cost: Most, although not all, podcasts are free. The cost  
per podcast varies and can be charged per podcast or on a  
subscription basis.

       
A Man Finds His Way Home 
http://snurl.com/291r8js  
Podcast length: 8 minutes / Cost: free
Description: When Saroo Brierley left his family’s rural home in 
India in search of food in nearby towns, the 4-year-old travelled 
with his older brother by hopping trains. Desperately poor, this 
was their survival routine. One day, Brierley got separated from his 
brother and he awoke alone in a distant town. Being so young and 
unable to read, Brierley didn’t even know the name of his home-
town. He jumped on the next train in search of his brother, and 
his home was lost to him forever. After many years of living on 
the streets and in an orphanage, he was adopted by an Australian 
family in Tasmania.

His memoir, A Long Way Home, recounts what ultimately  

happened to him and how he eventually 
reunited with his birth family. In this NPR 
podcast, Brierley details his extraordinary 
story.

Alaska Region Fisheries Podcast 
http://tinyurl.com/kyp4tr8  
Podcast length: 8 minutes / Cost: free
Podcast producer’s description: “Bristol Bay produces over 50 per-
cent of the world’s sockeye salmon. Robin Samuelson has been a 
commercial fisherman since he was a teenager, and his family has 
fished Bristol Bay’s waters for thousands of years. He talked to us 
about his family’s deep connection to — and dependency on — the  
Bristol Bay salmon fishery during the 2011 Southwest Alaska  
Salmon Science Symposium.”

NOAA Fisheries, Voices from the Fisheries Series 
Oregon Residents in Alaska’s Historic Fisheries 
This series contains four podcasts, all of which are available at: 
http://snurl.com/291rwsc 
Podcast length: less than four minutes each / Cost: free
Podcast producer’s description: “Retired and active fishermen who 
are residents of Oregon share their stories of how they ended up 
fishing in Alaska.”

This American Life: Recordings for Someone
http://tinyurl.com/352jh9t 
Podcast length: 55 minutes broken into a prologue and four  
separate stories, or acts 
Prologue: 2 minutes 
Act 1: 19 min. / Act 2: 6 min. / Act 3: 18 min. / Act 4: 10 min. 
Cost: $5
Producer’s descriptions: “All the stories in this week’s show  
center on personal recordings that one person made for just one 
other person.

Act 1: What some have called the greatest phone message in the 
world first circulated at Columbia University in New York City and 
had something to do with the Little Mermaid.

Act 2: Kevin Murphy is a college student in Idaho who stutters. 
Using the power of radio editing, he and the production staff of 
This American Life removed his pauses, stutters, and repeats so that 
he could record a message in which he doesn’t stutter at all.

Act 3: During the Persian Gulf War, John Brasfield was an army 
scout. He went on dangerous missions, in which he was exposed to 
enemy fire with little protection. On most missions, he took along 
a cassette recorder and taped the action for his wife. He did it so 
that if something did happen to him, she’d at least know what  
happened and he might get a chance to say goodbye. And then, 
on Feb. 27, 1991, he accidentally recorded an incident that haunted 
him for years — an incident in which Iraqi soldiers may have been 
unnecessarily killed. 

Act 4: We hear more of David Cossin’s tapes. He made over a 
dozen for the woman in Italy. And we hear from the woman — 
Allesandra Pomarico — about whether they worked, and what she 
thought of them.”

If you have requests or suggestions or podcast recommenda-
tions, email Don McManman at editor@pacificfishing.com.  

Jennifer Hawks is the host and producer of the international  
podcast program My Yukon Life, which you can hear at  
www.MyYukonLife.com. My Yukon Life special guests include bush 
pilots, trappers, dog mushers, and other interesting folks in the Yukon 
and Alaska. There’s even some pretty darned good local music in there.

Your source for podcast recommendations
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The 2014 Commercial Fishermen’s Festival 
September 13, 2014

ASTORIA, OR – The 2014 Commercial Fishermen’s Festival is coming 
up Saturday, September 13, and has some great news for its fans. 
This year the event is one-day only and free! “We are excited to make 
this truly a community event that celebrates the men and women 
of the commercial fishing industry,” commented board member and 
commercial fisherman Marty McMaster, who along with his wife 
Liz own the F/V Lady Laura. The Festival features competitions for 
highliners and landlubbers, gear displays, food and vendors at the 
Hammond Marina thanks to generous sponsorship by Warrenton 
Business Association. “We are more focused on serving our mission 
and sharing all we do with the public,” added Vice President 
Chris Gramson. McMaster added, “Fans always have fun with the 
competitions and the Highliner Competition allows us to honor the 
best in the fleet.”

A serious message of safety underlies the fun and games. The mission 
of the Commercial Fishermen’s Festival is dedicated to offering the 
independent commercial fishing fleet, and those who serve them, 
an opportunity to discuss issues and experience technology to make 
commercial fishing more profitable, more productive and safer.

The Festival is also intended to provide a forum for the fishing industry 
to network and develop business relationships and explore ways to 
increase demand for seafood products, and promote job opportunities.

In addition, the Festival is designed to educate the public about 
 the fishing industry – including initiatives taken by fishermen to 
ensure a sustainable renewable resource for future generations –  
by showcasing American fisheries, harvesting techniques and the 
process of selecting, preparing and cooking seafood.

Future events of the Commercial Fishermen’s Festival will include 
programs that focus on individual aspects of its mission. “We plan on 
creating smaller events throughout the year in addition to the annual 
Festival,” explained Liz McMaster.

Sponsors and volunteers are sought to help with this year’s 
Festival. Warrenton Business Associaton and River Walk Inn are 
supporting the Festival again this year. For those interested in being 
part of this community event call 503-791-8703 or email office@
CommercialFishermensFestival.com. The Festival also has an active 
Facebook page and website: www.CommercialFishermensFestival.com.
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Professional services

Fishing Vessels 
Tug & Barge 
Dredging 
Floating Cranes 
Cargo & Misc. 
New Vessels 
Conversions 
Stability Analysis 

Hockema & Whalen 
Associates

Seattle WA 98107 E-mail: boatstuff@hockema.com 
5450 Leary Avenue NW #252 Tel:  206 365 0919 

N a v a l  A r c h i t e c t s  •  M a r i n e  E n g i n e e r s  

Jackson, Morgan
& Hunt, PLLC

4123 California Ave SW #101

www.jmhseattle.com

Gibbons & Associates, P.S.
MARITIME ATTORNEYS

Proctor in Admiralty
Over 30 years experience

Trials, appeals, mediations, arbitrations
Injury and Wage Claims

Salvage
Collisions

Shipyard Claims
Liens

Contracts
Charter Parties
Joint Ventures

Fisheries
Tug and Barge

Marine Insurance Disputes
Court-approved Rule 39.1 Arbitrator/Mediator

Coast Guard Licensed Master

Gibbons & Associates, P.S.
ph 206-381-3340; fax 206-381-3341

cell 206-419-6971
email svg@gibbonslawgroup.com

SE HABLA ESPANOL9309 Glacier Hwy,  Ste. B-200  • Juneau, AK 99801 •   info@ermcpa.com •  www.ermcpa.com

Tax • Accounting • Attest

We Serve

Tap inTo The power of presence  
in The fleeT’s favoriTe magazine!

Reserve space by 8/08/14* for your high visibility 
exposure in the world’s most productive and  
lucrative commercial fishing industry. Pacific  
Fishing captures the essence of the North Pacific 
fisheries on all levels.

pacific fishing is a powerful presence in  
The norTh pacific! Be parT of iT.

Contact Diane Sandvik, Advertising Sales, at  
206-920-5516 or dianes@pacificfishing.com

Download our 2014 media kit at www.pacificfishing.com

*8/08/14 for the October ‘14 issue  •  Ad materials due 8/15/14
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Plastic traps for spot prawn/shrimp,  
Tanner/Dungeness crab and lobster

Phone: (714) 903-0433    Fax: (714) 899-2794

Web: WWW.OCEANTRAPS.COM
Email: oceantraps@aol.com

Establish your real estate  
in PACIFIC FISHING magazine!

Make sure that your name, contact  details and  
services are in  the fleet's hands EVERY month.

Set up a single or double Marketplace ad:
Call: 206-920-5516 or email: dianes@pacificfishing.com

Buyers of high-quality Alaskan and Canadian 
caught longline halibut and black cod.

We buy in all fishing areas anD  
We offer great prices. 

“Call us today for a quote on your trip!”

MAIN OFFICE:

Phone ...........206-232-5040
Fax ..................206-232-4413
Dana Cell ....206-295-7500
Tyler Cell .....206-354-7717
Dispatch ......4944

BELLINGHAM OFFICE:

Phone ...........360-676-1606
Fax ..................360-671-7855
Tony Cell .....360-739-3656
Dispatch ......5644

Dana f. besecKer co., inc.

Contact
DIANE
SANDVIK
She knows
the business.

To reserve space,  
contact DIANE at (206) 920-5516  

or dianes@pacificfishing.com

THE BUSINESS MAGAZINE FOR FISHERMEN

WANt to 
rEAch 
fIShErmEN?  

WANt to 
rEAch 
fIShErmEN?  

SOME PEOPLE CAN 
FIX  ANYTHING.

PACIFIC FISHING

AD ON

MARKETPLACE

2.3125 x 3.625”

Worldwide Maritime Transportation 
Marine Logistics • Engineering • Full Service Shipyard

www.foss.com/shipyards

 Need repairs? 
Get back on the 
water fast with 
Foss. 
 Call Jon at 
206.281.3864 or 
206.200.0530 or 
email jhie@foss.
com.

Frank Kehoe
Custom Painting

Boats · Trucks  

Murals
Seattle
(206) 972-5017
kehoesigns@gmail.com
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LISTINGS WANTED!!!

IFQ: ALL AREAS
BOATS: ALL KINDS

PERMITS: ALL TYPES  
 

JOIN OUR LIST OF
SATISFIED CUSTOMERS.

CALL TODAY.
 

BUYERS ARE WAITING.

www.permitmaster.com

—IFQ—

NEW LISTINGS DAILY. CALL FOR QUOTES  
OR CHECK OUT OUR COMPLETE LIST  

ON THE WEB — $/F = FISHED

 

CALL FOR A COMPLETE LIST OF VESSELS FOR SALE
INCLUDING MANY BOAT/PERMIT PACKAGES

Toll Free: 888-588-1001

4302 Whistle Lake Rd • Anacortes, WA 98221

  
  

ONLINE @ www.permitmaster.com  Email: vessels@permitmaster.com Fax: 360-293-4180

IFQs • VESSELS • PERMITS
E X C E P T I O N A L  F U L L  S E R V I C E  B R O K E R A G E

PARTIAL LIST/CALL IF YOU DON’T SEE IT!

— PERMITS —

THE PERMIT MASTER

hERRiNg
SITKA SEINE ................................$450K
PWS SEINE ...............................WANTED
COOK INLET SEINE .........................$16K
KODIAK SEINE ...........................WANTED
SE GILLNET ....................................$12K
KODIAK GILLNET ...............................N/A
NORTON SOUND ..............................$2K
HOONAH POUND .......................WANTED
CRAIG POUND ...........................WANTED
PWS POUND .....................................N/A
SALMON
S.E. DRIFT ......................................$90K
PWS DRIFT ......................... $36K LEASE
COOK INLET DRIFT ............................N/A
COOK INLET SET .....................$60K/PKG
AREA M DRIFT ..........................WANTED 
AREA M SET .....................................N/A
BBAY DRIFT ..............................WANTED
BBAY SET..................................WANTED
SE SEINE .....................................$310K
PWS SEINE ..................................$249K 
KODIAK SEINE ................................$74K
CHIGNIK SEINE ..................................N/A
AREA M SEINE ...............................$70K

POWER TROLL ...............................$41K
HAND TROLL ..................................$12K
PUGET SOUND DRIFT .....................$35K
PUGET SOUND SEINE ...................$265K
ShELLfiSh
SE DUNGY 300 POT ..........................N/A
SE DUNGY 225 POT ..................WANTED 
SE DUNGY 150 POT .......................$30K 
SE DUNGY 75 POT .........................$13K
SE POT SHRIMP LEASE ....................$4K
SE RED/TANNER .............$165K W/GEAR
SE BRN/TANNER ..........................$150K
SE RED/TANNER ..........................$150K
SE BRN ...............................$80K OFFER
KODIAK TANNER <60’ ....................$28K 
DiVE
SE GEODUCK .................................$70K
SE CUCUMBER ...............................$31K 
miSC.
CHATHAM BLACKCOD ...............WANTED
CAL NEAR SHORE .....................WANTED
CAL SQUID ................................WANTED
CAL SQUID LITE BOAT ...............WANTED
CAL LOBSTER .....................$70K OFFER
CAL TROLL................................WANTED

EXCEpTioNAL “fULL” SERViCE
ifQ AD CopY 1 CoL X 2”
BRoKERAgE SAmpLES

10,000# “C” SE BCOD UNBLKD @ $24 OFFER
3,000# “C” SE BCOD BLKD @ FISHED  

– MAKE OFFER
2,500# “C” WY BCOD BLKD @ $25

35,000# “B” CG BCOD UNBLKD @ $18/F
11,000# “C” WG BCOD BLKD @ $15

9,000# “C” WG BCOD UNBLKD @ $17
9,000# “B” AI BCOD BLKD @ $3

20,000# “B” AI BCOD UNBLKD @ $4
1,100# “D” 2C HAL BLKD @ $42
2,400# “C” 2C HAL BLKD @ $50

10,000# “B/C” 3A HAL UNBLKD @ WANTED
800# “C” 3B HAL UNBLKD @ $22
3,600# “C” 3B HAL BLKD @ $20

3,500# “B” 4A HAL UNBLKD @ $20
5,000# “B” 4A HAL BLKD @ $18

20,000# “B” 4D HAL UNBLKED @ $20

p2050m – 54X16.2 COMBO, GMC 8V71 MAIN, 
TWIN DISC GEAR, 30KW ISUZU, JUNES CRAB 
BLOCK ON ARTICULATING DAVIT, COILER, BAIT 
CHOPPER, SPRAY BRINE RSW. ACCOMODATIONS 
FOR 7, WITH 5 BERTHS IN FOCSLE AND 2 BERTH 
STATEROOM, HEAD W/SHOWER, ELECTRIC GALLEY. 
COMNAV PILOT, JRC SOUNDER, 4 GPS, 36 AND 72 
MILE RADARS, VHF'S, SSB, SAT PHONE. REDUCED 
TO $249K.

p2004m – 58X18 STEEL MARTINOLICH COMBO, 
CURRENTLY RIGGED FOR POT COD AND LONGLINE. 
343 CAT MAIN W/5K HOURS ON REBUILD. 20KW 
AND 35KW ISUZU AUX. PACKS 80K IN RSW. LOTS 
OF RECENT UPGRADES INCLUDING COMPLETE  
REWIRE. UP TO DATE ELECTRONICS. EXCELLENT 
SEA BOAT. REDUCED TO $350K/OBO.

p2109m – 49' FIBERGLASS COMBO, RIGGED FOR 
DUNGY FISHING, GMC 6V92 MAIN, TWIN DISC 
GEAR, 40KW JOHN DEERE AUX NEW IN 2013. 
PACKS 1400 FUEL. 2 FLOODED HOLDS. ELECTRON-
ICS INCLUDE FURUNO NAVNET (RADAR, SOUNDER, 
PLOTTER), GARMIN 172 PLOTTER, GARMIN 152 
GPS, FURUNO FCV 587 SOUNDER, COMNAV PILOT. 
DUNGY POTS AVAILABLE. ASKING $299K.

p2071m – 56X20.5 STEEL COMBO BUILT BY FEN-
TRON, 120 VOLVO MAIN, 2 - 40KW JOHN DEERE/
NORTHERN LITES AUX, PACKS HONEST 85K IN RSW 
W/GOOD CIRCULATION. PACKS 2800 GAL FUEL. 
COMPLETE ELECTRONICS INCLUDE FURUNO RA-
DAR, FURUNO SOUNDER, GARMIN PLOTTER AND 
COMNAV PILOT. ACCOMODATIONS FOR 6. COMES 
WITH MASTER MARINE SKIFF W/2 SEASONS ON 
6V53 GMC AND SE SEINE. PACKAGE PRICE OF $850K. 

p2111m – 32' JUMBO WEGLEY, 290HP VOLVO 
MAIN, 21 GPH HYD PUMP W/500LB ELEC CLUTCH 
(NEW 2014), GILLNET EQUIP NEW 2013. PACKS 
14K. HEAVY F/G HULL GUARD AND SS CHINE 
GUARD. FURUNO 295 SOUNDER W/SIMRAD 1000W 
28X200 KHZ TRANSDUCER, FURUNO RADAR, 
COMNAV P ILOT, VHFS, WATCH ALARM. ALL 
SAFETY GEAR FOR 50 MILES OFFSHORE. WELL 
MAINTAINED W/LOTS OF EXTRAS. ASKING $140K.  
SERIOUS OFFERS CONSIDERED.

p2110m – 50' STEEL COMBO, RIGGED FOR CRAB 
AND TROLL, CAT 3208 MAIN (AND SPARE), TWIN 
DISC GEAR, 25KW ISUZU AUX. PACKS 1320 GAL 
FUEL. COMPLETE ELECTRONICS. PACKAGE  
INCLUDES BOAT, 300 POTS, 300 POT OREGON 
CRAB LICENSE, SALMON LICENSE AND TUNA  
HISTORY. ASKING $400K.

p2070m –- 58X21X9 STEEL COMBO BUILT BY 
MANLY IN 89. CAT 3408TA MAIN W/3 HOLE PTO 
W/6 HYD PUMPS, JOHN DEERE 65KW, N LITES 
20KW, ISUZU 4BD1 HYDRAULIC AUX, 2 - 25 TON 
RSW SYSTEMS, 24" BOWTHRUSTER, MARCO 32" 
2 SPD SWIVEL WHEEL BLOCK, 48" SIKICH 2 SPD 
SELF PURSING WINCH. PACKS 140K SALMON, 75 
TON HERRING.REDUNDANT ELECTRONICS. ENTIRE 
BOAT COMPLETELY REDONE AT DELTA IN 2011. ALL 
THE BELLS AND WHISTLES AT HALF THE COST OF A 
NEW ONE. REDUCED TO $1,550,000.

p1890m – 43' SEA HORSE/LINDELL COMBO, TO-
TALLY REFURBISHED SINCE 2006, JOHN DEERE 
6068 MAIN, TWIN DISC GEAR, 6.5KW NORTHERN 
LITES ALL NEW IN 2006. RIGGED FOR GILLNET AND 
LONGLINE W/SEPARATE REELS FOR LL AND GILL-
NET. COMPLETE MODERN FURUNO ELECTRONICS. 
2 SEPARATE HOLDS W/APPROX 20K CAPACITY. 
COMFORTABLE CABIN W/ALL AMENITIES OF HOME. 
PRICE DROP TO $175K. MOTIVATED SELLER. SE 
DRIFT PERMIT AVAILABLE.
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AVAILABLE TO HARVEST YOUR IFQS!
We deliver quality product! 
F/V Sherrie Marie, 65’ Steel 
longliner, available for hired 
skipper & walk-ons.  30+ years 

fully equipped boat, seasoned 
professional crew with HIGH 
QUALITY
delivered bled & iced.  Competi-
tive rates & references.

Contact Norman @ 509-675-0304 or alaskanorm@centurylink.net

The F/V Morgan  
is ready to fish 

your IFQs!
The F/V Morgan is a 32' Delta, available 
to fish all classes of quota in all areas. 
It’s a like-new, fully-equipped, clean, 
and comfortable boat. Professional 
crew with 15+ years experience in 
the fishery. Flexible schedule and 
competitive rates. No #2s, best prices. 

For more information, contact Jonathan Pavlik, (907) 784-3032

fiSh ifQ
Will fish your 2C, B, C or D halibut IFQ 
for 30% or 25% medical transfers. I pay 
for everything, travel included. 25 years 
experience, hardworking, easy going, 
lots of references and return clients.  
(541) 260-2441 or (907) 957-6295.

800-992-4960  907-235-4966
UPDATED LISTINGS ON THE WEB

PO BOX 505, HOMER ALASKA 99603
Alaska Boats & Permits, Inc.

FULL SERVICE MARINE BROKERAGE
FAX: 907-235-4965 E-MAIL: abp@acsalaska.net

IFQs PERMITS VESSELS

www.alaskaboat.com

Harvest your A, B, or C IFQ’s 
on the F/V Expatriate

A fully equipped and well maintained 58’ Delta. 
Experienced captain and crew with a reputation for 
quality; best markets for your catch. Buyer references 
available. 

Call 907-772-4856 weekdays 
OR mobile 602-320-9050

f/V wESTERN fREEDom
We want to harvest your black cod IFQ. Fam-
ily owned, experienced captain and crew. 
MARCO AutoBaiter, lots of media, sauna, good 
food. Guaranteed quality harvest experience. 
Contact Garrett Elwood. Cell: (425) 345-8301. 
Home: (425) 259-2731.

foR SALE
47' custom twin diesel Sportfisher completely 
rebuilt in 2006. $289,000. YW# 1442-2561571. 
Contact Tom Cardosa at (619) 813-9263 or 
tom@ensignyachts.com

foR SALE
F/V AGILE: 48.5’ Troller/Longliner. Surveyed in 
May 2012. $89,000. (907) 723-1107.

foR SALE
1980 45' troller. California salmon per-
mit. $119,500. V6-71 Main. YW# 1442-
2529549. Contact Tom Cardosa at (619) 
813-9263 or tom@ensignyachts.com

Pacific Fishing August ‘14

(206)789-5101
(800)683-0297

See all our listings at www.dockstreetbrokers.com.

Dock Street Brokers

HALIBUT IFQ
3B-C-U:  10,000 lbs ..........asking $26.00
4A-C-B:       850 lbs ..........asking $13.00
4A-C-B:    2,000 lbs ..........asking $14.00
4B-B-U:  23,000 lbs ..........asking $16.00
4B-B-B:    3,800 lbs ..........asking $14.00
4B-C-B:    4,000 lbs ..........asking $13.00
4C-C-B:    5,000 lbs ......................... offers
4D-C-B:    3,500 lbs ..........asking $15.00

SABLEFISH IFQ
AI-B-U:   10,000 lbs  .............asking $4.00
AI-C-B:     7,000 lbs  .............asking $1.75
BS-B-B:    5,000 lbs  ............ asking $3.00
CG-C-U:   4,000 lbs  ............ asking $22.00
CG-C-B:      650 lbs  ............ asking $15.00
SE-C-B:    2,700 lbs  ............asking $22.00
WG-A-U:  22,000 lbs.............asking $20.00
WG-B-B:   3,200 lbs  ........ ...asking $12.00
WG-C-B:   5,000 lbs  ............ asking $12.00

Selling your boat?
Low 5% Commission
Non-Exclusive Listing  

You retain the right 
to sell your own vessel.

We are here to help with 
all your vessel, permit              

or IFQ needs.

BB14-020  32’x11’ Bristol Bay 
gillnetter, built in 1979 by Royal 
Craft. Cat 3116 rated at 300 hp, Twin 
Disc 507 gear. Packs approximately 
15,000#. Articulating drum, Sound 
power roller. All new hydraulic 
controls and lines in 2010. Electronics 
include GPS, VHF, plotter, sounder, 
and more. Asking $30,000.

TR14-012  30’x11.3’x6.2’ fiberglass 
troller built by Crown in 1980.  John 
Deere 4045T main with 11,500 hours.  
Twin Disk 506 2:1 gear.  Trolls SLOW 
for chum. (3) spool Symplex gurdies.  
Insulated holds with 5,000# capacity 
in slush.  Electronics include GPS, 
VHF, sounder, and autopilot.  Asking 
$35,000.

BB14-022  32’x14.5’ aluminum 
longliner/Bristol Bay gillnetter, blt 
1990 by Rozema.  Twin 240 hp 
John Deere 6068, new in 2005.  
ZF IRM310 gears.  Cold Sea 7.5 
ton RSW system.  SSB, (2) VHF, 
radar, (2) depth sounders, plotter, (2) 
GPS, ComNav autopilot and more.  
Excellent condition, well maintained  
Ready to longline or gillnet.  Asking 
$275,000 for boat alone, $375,000 
for full longline setup with gear.  Call 
for details.  

CR14-012  40’x14’ steel combination 
crab, shrimp, salmon, tuna vessel 
built in 1979 by Hockema.  Factory 
remanned Detroit 6V92 main with 
only 3,000 hours,rated at 280 hp. 
Northern Lights 10kw genset. Asking 
$375,000, includes OR 500 pot crab, 
OR shrimp and OR troll permits.
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FisherySpecies Asking Price* Offer*

Prices in AUGUST vary in accordance with market conditions.* in thousands
+ denotes an increase from last month. N/A denotes No Activity.
– denotes a decrease from last month.

By Mike Painter and the Permit Master

State 
Value*

Alaska Entry Permit Prices
(as of 8-1-14)

Gillnet: Early July and the value on Bay permits is up in the air. The way fishing 
has been going, expect permit prices to go up. SE permits haven’t moved since 
fishing started with permits available as low as $90k. No new activity in PWS per-
mits. cook Inlet permits were still trading around $80k. No new offers for Area M 
permits since fishing got started.

Seine: A recent sale of SE permit went for around $300k. Nothing new in PWS. 
Kodiak permits are available in the low to mid $50s. Area M permits are still avail-
able in the mid $60s.

Troll: SE Power Troll permits were available right before the opening @ $40k. 
hand Troll permits slipped back to $11k. Lower 48 Troll permits remain hard to 
find at any price.

BOX   score

We’re a trusted financial cooperative. As a 

customer-owner, you have a voice and vote 

in how we do business. Plus, when we do 

well we share profits with you in the form of 

patronage. No bank does this. 

Visit northwestfcs.com or call 800.372.0112.

F I S H E R I E S  F I N A N C I N G

Vessels

Quotas

Operating lines of credit

CUSTOMER
 OWNED.
CUSTOMER
 DRIVEN.

Northwest FCS customer Stuart Schuttpelz

 SALMON 

 S SE DRIFT 90 85 93.7-

 S PWS DRIFT 250 235 228.5+

 S cOOK INLET DRIFT 82+ 78- 76.8+

 S AREA M DRIFT 120 100- 99.6+

 S BRISTOL BAY DRIFT 155+ 145 148.6+

 S SE SEINE 305 300 301.3-

 S PWS SEINE 245 220 207.5+

 S cOOK INLET SEINE N/A 65 83

 S KODIAK SEINE 52- 50 52.2-

 S chIgNIK SEINE 245 230 211.3+

 S AREA M SEINE 65 60 65.9

 S YAKUTAT SET 16 12 17.1-

 S cOOK INLET SET 17.5 14 15+

 S AREA M SET NET 65 60 55.6

 S BRISTOL SET NET 40+ 35 38.7-

 S LOWER YUKON 10 9 11.1

 S POWER TROLL 41 40 36.7+

 S hAND TROLL 11- 10.5- 11.1+

 HERRING 

 h SE gILLNET 12 10 13.4+

 h KODIAK gILLNET 5 5 5

 h SITKA SEINE 450 250 461.3

 h PWS SEINE 37 35 30.9

 h cOOK INLET SEINE 16 15 16.8

 h KODIAK SEINE 37.5 37.5+ 30.3+

 h SE POUND SOUTh 40 36- 36.8+

 h SE POUND NORTh 50 40- 43.4

 h PWS POUND 5 4 3.5

 SHELLFISH 

 S SE DUNgY 75 POT 13 10 11.2+

 S SE DUNgY 150 POT 30+ 17.5 18.7+

 S SE DUNgY 225 POT 40 29+ 28-

 S SE DUNgY 300 POT 52 50 43.8+

 S SE POT ShRIMP 20 20 22.6+

 S KODIAK TANNER <60 26 24 30.5

 S PUgET SOUND DUNgY 115 100 N/A

 S WAShINgTON DUNgY 1,250-3,750/FT 1,000-3,500/FT N/A

 S OREgON DUNgY 1,500-3,750/FT 1,250-3,500/FT N/A

 S cALIFORNIA DUNgY 200-600/POT 200-500/POT N/A

 SE ALASKA DIVE 

 SE AK Dive URchIN 4 3 2.5-

 SE AK Dive cUcUMBER 31 28 30

 SE AK Dive gEODUcK 70 60 82
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Halibut & Sablefish IFQ Prices
recent market activity in halibut and sablefish quota shares

Species
Regulatory

Area
Vessel 

Category*
Poundage 
(thousands)

Status 
(blocked/

unblocked)

Ask
(per pound) 

Low High

Offer
(per pound) 

Low High

NOTE:  Halibut prices reflect net weight, sablefish round weight. Pricing for leased shares  
 is expressed as a percentage of gross proceeds. ** Too few to characterize.

*Vessel Categories:  A = freezer boats   B = over 60’   c = 35’-60’   D = < 35’

By Mike Painter and the Permit Master

A couple of new listings of 2c came on the market with an asking price of $50 in 
June. No takers so far. A recent sale of a small amount of unblocked in 3A went for 
$40. That’s down a bit from a month ago. Offers for 3B blocks were down to $12. 
4A blocks ranged in price from $12-$19. Unblocked was available @ $20. No recent 
activity in 4B/c/D.

More unblocked SE Sablefish sold at $24 and buyers continue to look for more. cg 
is the only other area where there has been limited trading. With buyers offering 
$16-$18 for unblocked.

 h 2c D 1-10 B 42.00-48.00 42.00-46.00

 h 2c c/B 1-3 B 43.00-46.00 43.00-46.00

 h 2c c/B 4-10 B 46.00-50.00 45.00-47.00

 h 2c c/B ANY U 48.00-50.00 47.00-48.00

 h 2c A  B/U 50.00 48.00

 h 3A D  B/U 32.00-36.00 28.00-34.00

 h 3A c/B 1-5 B 32.00-36.00 30.00-35.00

 h 3A c/B 5-10 B 36.00-40.00 36.00-38.00

 h 3A c/B >10 U 42.00-44.00 38.00-40.00

 h 3A A  B/U 40.00 38.00

 h 3B D  B 16.00-20.00 12.00-15.00

 h 3B c/B 1-10 B 18.00-24.00 12.00-16.00

 h 3B c/B >10 U 22.00-26.00 18.00-20.00

 h 3B A  B/U N/A 20.00

 h 4A D  B/U 10.00-16.00 10.00-12.00

 h 4A c/B 1-10 B 12.00-15.00 10.00-12.00

 h 4A c/B >10 B 16.00-18.00 10.00-12.00

 h 4A c/B >10 U 18.00-20.00 16.00-19.00

 h 4B/c/D c/B 1-10 B 12.00-16.00 8.00-10.00

 h 4B/c/D c/B >10 B/U 17.00-20.00 10.00-12.00

 S SE c/B 1-10 B 22.00-25.00 20.00-22.00

 S SE c/B >10 U 24.00-30.00 23.00-24.00

 S SE A  B/U 32.00 30.00

 S WY c/B 1-10 B 22.00-28.00 20.00-22.00

 S WY c/B >10 U 28.00-34.00 25.00-28.00

 S WY A  B/U 35.00 33.00

 S cg c/B 1-10 B 15.00-22.00 13.00-15.00

 S cg c/B >10 B/U 20.00-30.00 14.00-18.00

 S cg A  B/U 30.00 25.00

 S Wg c/B 1-10 B 10.00-13.00 7.00-9.00

 S Wg c/B >10 B 13.00-16.00 10.00-12.00

 S Wg c/B/A >10 U 13.50-20.00 12.00-13.00

 S AI c/B/A  B/U 1.50-5.00 1.00-4.50

 S BS c/B  B/U 1.50-6.00 2.00-5.50

 S BS A  B/U 7.00-8.00 6.00

Choose HOMER for your boat work

www.homermarinetrades.com
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SpoRTfiShiNg BoAT foR SALE
Price reduced today to $299,000. 75 foot 
commercial passenger carrying vessel. Coast 
Guard current for 100 miles offshore. Call Don  
(949) 279-9369.

foR SALE
Commercial fishing boat-workboat. $99,000. 
There is also a salmon permit and Santa Bar-
bara slip available at an additional cost. Call Don 
(949) 279-9369.

foR SALE
17 foot Rozema skiff for sale. Runs good. 3208 
turbo. $29,000. Call Don (949) 279-9369.

foR SALE
35 foot commercial boat, $60,000 dollars, fiber-
glass, currently fishing. Call Don (949) 279-9369.TWIN DISC MarINe TraNSMIS-

sions, Caterpillar and Cummins Engines 
& parts. New and rebuilt, biggest selection 
of used ENG & Gear parts in the world 
available. Worldwide shipping. Best pric-
ing. Call Steve at Marine Engine & Gear 
781-837-5424 or email at twindiscgears@
verizon.net

Run as is

Please make changes as indicated

May 09 Fishermen’s News

wANTED
California near shore permit needed. Right away! 
Buyer has cash. Please call Don (949) 279-9369.

giLL NET LiCENSES
Have 2 general gill net licenses for California. 
$4,000.00 apiece. Call with offers. Don: (949)  
279-9369.

wANTED
Looking for near shore permit. Southern  
California non-trap. Will pay cash. $20,000. Call 
Don (949) 279-9369.

foR SALE
38' Rawson gillnet combo. TAMD  70D /volvo, 12 
kw MER genset, 7.5 ton IMS RSW, 1000 lb IMS blast 
freezer. Full electronics, and all deck equipment to 
gillnet and process heads-on shrimp. Available mid-
October. Call Chris (907) 305-0531 or ccgugg@ 
gci.net. $180,000.

fiSh ifQ
Will fish your 3b, 4a, 4b halibut IFQ. A, B or C 
class. Room on documentation or walk-ons. 
Lots of references, professional. (907) 654-7780 
or (970) 254-8416.

WWOOFISH.COM
TONS OF FISHING JOB SEEKER ADS

Ads are FREE for captains and crewmen

Attn: Trollers and Distributors

- ON SALE -
The Original 

Sound Wave Hoochies

25%
off list prices

Pictures of catalogue at
www.redden-rope.com

Call toll free: 
1-866-233-1422

ifQ foR LEASE
4B Halibut and A1 Savlefish CQE quota available 
for lease. (26,198 lbs Halibut, 7,665 lbs Sable-
fish). Must agree to deliver in Adak. Contact 
Adak Community Development Crop. at email: 
acdc@adaktu.net or call (907) 592-2335.

ENDoRSEmENT
California trap endorsement for sheephead. 
$85,000. Call Don: (949) 279-9369.

wANTED
Seeking boat tender for 2014 Puget Sound 
salmon season. (360) 452-8488.
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On the table: California salmon Council CEO david  
Goldenberg (right) presents a fresh, line-caught Chinook to 
California department of Fish and Wildlife director  
Charlton H. bonham (left) and California department of 
Food and Agriculture secretary Karen ross.

Hail to the king :  To call attention to the arrival of  
California’s wild king salmon in the state’s restaurants 
and fish markets, the California Salmon Council officially  
presented a fresh, line-caught California king salmon to  
Secretary of California’s Department of Food and Agriculture 
(CDFA) Karen Ross and California’s Department of Fish and 
Wildlife (CDFW) Director Charlton H. Bonham.

“We are honored that these two very important state  
agencies have joined together to recognize the efforts of 
California’s commercial fishermen to provide salmon lovers 
everywhere with the best tasting salmon in the world,” said 
David Goldenberg, chief executive officer of the California 
Salmon Council. He added, “It is our hope that consumers 
seek out and enjoy California king salmon this season.” 

From May through September, the chilly ocean waters 
off California’s coast will yield the king, also known as the 
Chinook salmon, where it swims freely and is considered 
the most delectable salmon in the world.  Fishermen catch 
the salmon with barbless hooks, which is referred to in 
food circles as the “hook to fork” approach, complementing  
California’s burgeoning “farm to fork” food movement that is 
sweeping the country.

“The wild California king salmon is a prime example 
of a California-grown fish,” said CDFA Secretary Ross. She 
added, “Californians are the envy of the world among many 
food lovers, given that we can visit a farmer’s market or local  
grocery store and buy one of the freshest, most delicious  
seafood items available.” 

California has been catching king salmon since the early 
1850s when 100-pound kings were caught regularly from the 
Sacramento River to feed hungry gold miners.  

The king salmon spawn in the Sacramento River and its 
tributaries and make up 90 percent of the salmon caught in 
California. The big fish pass through San Francisco Bay and 
roam the Pacific Ocean as far away as Alaska before return-
ing three years later to spawn where they were born in the  
Sacramento River and its tributaries. 

“The men and women who make up the California  
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salmon fishing fleet are to be commended for their hard work and  
commitment to protect the salmon fishery to enable us to enjoy 
this delicious fish now and for years to come,” said CDFW  
Director Bonham. He added, “Their use of a barbless hook tied to 
an individual fishing line ensures a quality catch while providing 
a sustainable, responsible choice that helps maintain the fishery.”

For more information about California king salmon including 
cooking tips, visit  www.calkingsalmon.org.

      
Rapp Marine’s new CEO: Helge Vatnehol has been appointed 

group CEO of Rapp Marine. Vatnehol comes from the position of 
senior vice president of offshore deck machinery in Rolls-Royce 
and takes over as CEO on Sept. 1, 2014.

The companies in the winch division of former Rapp Marine 
Group have been collected within Rapp Marine Group. “We are 
delighted that Helge Vatnehol has accepted the challenge to lead 
the group,” said Rapp Marine Board Chairman Olav Fjell. 

Rapp Marine engages in global operations and has a leading 
position in its markets worldwide.

Helge Vatnehol joined Rolls-Royce in 2000. He is currently 
managing director and board member of its Norwegian branch 
Rolls-Royce Marine AS. 

Vatnehol has a Sivilingeniør (MSc) degree from NTNU, the 
Norwegian University of Technology and Science, and has held 
senior leadership positions in engineering, IT and process devel-
opment, and strategy and business development as well as in 
operational management both in Rolls-Royce and before that  
in the Ulstein Group — a Norwegian yard, ship design, and  
equipment supplier that was acquired by Rolls-Royce in 2000.

“Rapp Marine is going through a period of restructuring 
to bolster our competitiveness. Our ambition is to grow from 
Bodø,” said Board Chairman Olav Fjell. “Helge Vatnehol has the 
perfect background to spearhead this process,” he continued.

      
Coast Guard medevac: An Air Station Sitka MH-60 Jayhawk 

helicopter crew medevaced an ailing 50-year-old man from a 
skiff on a beach 27 miles northwest of Sitka on June 26.

The Jayhawk crew landed on the beach where they met 
the man who was being transported by a skiff deployed off 
the 83-foot Canadian-flagged passenger ship Nautilus Swell, 
anchored in a nearby cove. He was safely transported via  
helicopter to commercial emergency medical services in Sitka.

Coast Guard Sector Juneau Command Center watchstand-
ers received the request by VHF radio from the Nautilus Swell 
that the man was reportedly suffering from cardiac arrest  
symptoms. The Coast Guard duty flight surgeon recommended 
the need to medevac the man and deliver him to a higher level of  
medical care. 

“The expert planning and coordination of our crew mem-
bers and the crew of the Nautilus Swell enabled us to safely get 
this man to the medical care he needed,” said Tom Carella, a 
search and rescue controller with the Coast Guard Sector Juneau  
Command Center.

      
Readying for enforcement: The Coast Guard cutter Alex 

Haley conducted training at the North Pacific Regional Fisheries 
Training Center in Kodiak, June 9-13. 

Several new personnel were in attendance, but many were  
regulars to the challenges of conducting law-enforcement  

operations in the unforgiving Alaskan waters. 
The Alex Haley’s crew completed training on fisheries  

regulations, living marine resource protection, and commercial 
fishing vessel safety regulations. 

“The NPRFTC is critical to cutter crews,” said Lt. Dave  
Gilbert, operations officer aboard the Alex Haley. “The expertise 
that the instructors provide to our people helps us detect and  
prevent incursions by foreign fishing vessels into our exclusive 
economic zone and helps us identify safety and fishing viola-
tions at sea. What I like most is that the center emphasizes cutters  
having a positive mariner-to-mariner exchange with the fleet. 
Despite regularly deploying to the Bering Sea, our team can 
always use the superb training they provide.”

The Alex Haley, nicknamed the “Bulldog of the Bering,” is a 
282-foot medium endurance cutter home-ported in Kodiak. 
Its crew is charged with patrolling Alaskan waters, the  
Arctic, and the North Pacific Ocean, ensuring the safety and 
security of mariners and Alaskans. The crew’s primary missions 
are homeland security, search and rescue, and law enforcement.

      
New sales and marketing director: Foss Maritime 

announced that Carl Smith has recently joined the company 
as director of sales and marketing for its fleet services division 
based out of Seattle. He will be reporting to Mike Magill, vice 
president of fleet services.

Previously employed by Alaska Ship & Drydock (ASD), Smith 
was part of the ASD management team for 18 years. Early in 
his career, his responsibilities at ASD included management of 
production and operations and, prior to joining Foss, he served 
as director of marketing.

“Carl’s extensive industry experience and relationships will be 
a key asset in growing our business at both of our shipyards in 
Seattle, Washington, and Rainier, Oregon,” Magill said.

Smith is a mechanical engineer and, prior to pursuing  
opportunities in the marine industry, he designed and con-
structed industrial facilities primarily in support of the forest  
products–processing industry. Originally from Northern  
California, Smith lived in Alaska for nearly 30 years and  
welcomes the change to life in the Pacific Northwest.

Correction:  Justin and son Ethan Fontes at Kodiak’s  
ComFish ‘14  in May. 
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To fish with us call 1-800-426-5490 and ask for Alaska Support.

We’ll launch an Armada 
to process your catch

Thank you for fishing with us.
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