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• Ocean acidification
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Groundfish Catch Limits 
Marine conservation isn’t new to Alaska Seafood. 
In fact, a precautionary approach to setting harvest
levels has been in place for decades. Look at the

BSAI Catch Limits chart and see how the numbers tell the story. Each year
scientists conduct surveys of the available biomass and use this data 
to calculate conservative catch limits – Acceptable Biological Catch (ABC).
Then, fisheries managers go a step further and set harvest quotas –
Total Allowable Catch (TAC) – that never exceeds the sustainable ABC. 
And, with the FAO-Based Responsible Fisheries Management (RFM) 
Certification, you have even more assurance that conserving our oceans 
is anything but trendy to us. Learn more at www.alaskaseafood.org

Alaska didn’t jump on the 
SUSTAINABILITY trend.  

WE STARTED IT.
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Alaska’s commercial fishing industry is preparing for a battle it can’t afford 
to lose.

The focus of the conflict is Cook Inlet, long the state’s most combative fishing 
grounds.

The Alaska Fisheries Conservation Alliance, an organization packed with 
sportfishing advocates, including wealthy real estate developer Bob Penney, on 
June 10 submitted over 43,000 signatures to the Alaska Division of Elections.

It’s more than enough signatures to get the group’s proposed initiative on the 
August 2016 ballot – an initiative to ban commercial salmon setnets in “urban” 
areas of the state, most significantly Cook Inlet.

The sponsors say their initiative is all about conservation. They say setnets 
“indiscriminately” catch and kill nontarget species. In particular, they are con-
cerned about bycatch of cherished Kenai River king salmon, which have been in 
short supply in recent years.

The Cook Inlet setnetters, who target mainly sockeye salmon, naturally are 
quite concerned about the initiative. They argue that there’s simply no basis to 
throw hundreds of longstanding permit holders and their crews out of work. 
The initiative is not about conservation, they say, but about reallocating salmon 
to sportfishermen and dipnetters.

Bringing the initiative to a vote is about more than gathering signatures. The 
matter currently is hung up in the Alaska Supreme Court, where the state and an 
industry group are fighting to overturn a lower court ruling to allow the initia-
tive to move forward.

The state argues that the initiative would make an unconstitutional “appro-
priation” of salmon, a state asset.

The industry group, Resources for All Alaskans, has joined the Supreme 
Court proceeding on the side of the state. A court filing says the group includes  
setnetters, driftnetters, and fish processors. They argue allocation decisions 
should remain with the state Board of Fisheries.

Obviously, the stakes are high. Many are horrified at the prospect of ballot box 
fisheries management.

And Alaska’s wider seafood industry appears ready to fight to save the Cook 
Inlet setnet fishery.

As Pacific Fishing went to press, industry players were laying the ground-
work for a new organization to campaign against the setnet ban should the  
initiative reach the ballot.

This organization, as yet unnamed, could include backing from multiple  
sectors of Alaska’s seafood industry and would meet Alaska rules on political 
fundraising.

“All I have to do is mention Bob Penney’s name and that gets me a few bucks 
right there,” said one probable board member for the new group.

So here we are. If the Supreme Court doesn’t kill this initiative, it will be up to 
the industry to persuade voters that it’s unwise to dismantle, fishery by fishery, 
a bedrock Alaska business.

      
Stay strong: Have you experienced trauma while fishing? Been injured, may-

be? Lost your boat?
For some people, these events have lasting negative effects, as explained in an 

important article on page 8 titled “Coping with an accident at sea.”
It’s no disgrace to seek help, and this article – from our friends at Alaska Sea 

Grant – tells you how.



4  £  PACIFICFISHING  £  AUGUST 2015  £  WWW.PACIFICFISHING.COM

To Subscribe:
www.pacificfishing.com

Ph: (206) 324-5644, ext. 221

Main Office

1028 INDUSTRY DRIVE
TUKWILA, WA 98188
PH: (206) 324-5644

Chairman/CEO/Publisher

MIKE DAIGLE
miked@nwpublishingcenter.com

Associate Publisher

CHRISTIE DAIGLE
christied@nwpublishingcenter.com

EDITORIAL CONTENT:

Editor

WESLEY LOY
wloy61@gmail.com

Ph: (206) 324-5644, ext. 234

Field Editor

MICHEL DROUIN

Copy Editor

BRIANNA MORGAN 

PRODUCTION OPERATIONS:

Production Manager

DAVID SALDANA
davids@nwpublishingcenter.com

Art Director, Design & Layout

ERIN DOWNWARD
erind@nwpublishingcenter.com

SALES & MARKETING:

Advertising Sales Manager

DIANE SANDVIK
Ph: (206) 920-5516

dianes@pacificfishing.com

Ad Support

CANDICE EGAN
Ph: (206) 324-5644, ext. 221

receptionist@nwpublishingcenter.com

CIRCULATION & DISTRIBUTION:
circulation@nwpublishingcenter.com

PREFERRED PUBLICATION OF:

ALASKA INDEPENDENT 
FISHERMEN’S MARKETING ASSOC. 

CORDOVA DISTRICT 
FISHERMEN UNITED 

OREGON DUNGENESS 
CRAB COMMISSION

UNITED FISHERMEN  
OF ALASKA

WASHINGTON DUNGENESS 
CRAB FISHERMEN’S ASSOC.

WASHINGTON REEF NET 
OWNERS ASSOC.

WESTERN FISHBOAT  
OWNERS ASSOC.

Keeping upYOUR BUSINESS

It’s FREE! It’s DAILY!*
It’s the best commercial fishing news digest 
available in the North Pacific. Here’s some of 
what you missed by not reading Fish Wrap.

FishWrap

*You can subscribe to Fish Wrap by sending an email to circulation@nwpublishingcenter.com. Write your first 
name, your last name, and the words “Fish Wrap.” Do it now, before you go another month without Fish Wrap.

Showdown in Sitka: A possible tightening of 
Bering Sea halibut bycatch limits headlines this 
week’s North Pacific Fishery Management Council 
meeting. – npfmc.org

Alaska’s budget battle: Gov. Bill Walker begins 
mailing mass layoff notices to state employees 
as legislators continue haggling over spending 
plans. – ktuu.com

Small fish, small payoff: The waters near the 
Alaska village of Togiak this year produced a big 
herring catch of 21,594 tons, but the fishery value 
was only $1.08 million ex-vessel. – adfg.alaska.gov

Gearing up: Copper River Seafoods discusses its 
processing plans at Naknek on the east side of 
Bristol Bay. – kdlg.org

‘Conservative’ season: A partial government 
shutdown could mean less fishing time,  
Alaska’s commercial fisheries director says.  
– alaskapublic.org

Halibut haircut: At its meeting in Sitka, the 
North Pacific Fishery Management Council voted 
to reduce limits on halibut bycatch in the Bering 
Sea. – kcaw.org

‘Missed an opportunity’: Critics say the North 
Pacific Fishery Management Council didn’t do 
enough to tighten limits on Bering Sea halibut 
bycatch. – scribd.com

Pull your gear: The Washington Department of 
Fish and Wildlife closes the Dungeness crab  
fishery off the state’s southern coast due to 
unsafe levels of a naturally occurring marine toxin 
called domoic acid. – chinookobserver.com

Signing them up: An anti-setnet group deliv-
ers 43,000 signatures in support of a proposed 
Alaska ballot initiative. – adn.com

‘It happened quick’: The skipper of the tender 
Kupreanof recounts the vessel’s sinking on  
Alaska’s Fairweather Grounds. – kfsk.org

Replacing observers with cameras: At its 
recent meeting in Sitka, the North Pacific Fishery 
Management Council took a further step toward 
electronic monitoring for the small-boat fleet.  
– alaskapublic.org

Alarming algae outbreak: NMFS says the toxic 
bloom spans much of the West Coast and has 
triggered numerous closures of important  

shellfish fisheries in Washington, Oregon, and 
California. – westcoast.fisheries.noaa.gov 

Comeback story: Populations of canary  
rockfish and petrale sole off the West Coast have 
rebounded from low levels and are now consid-
ered rebuilt, according to a statement released 
by the Pacific Fishery Management Council.  
– seattletimes.com

Waiting for a quota: The traditional start of the 
summer trolling season is less than two weeks 
away, and Southeast Alaska fishermen still don’t 
know how many king salmon they’ll be allowed 
to catch. That’s because the Pacific Salmon  
Commission can’t agree on how many kings are 
out there. – kcaw.org

Going for Dungies: Effort is up considerably 
this year in the Southeast Alaska Dungeness crab 
fishery. – petersburgpilot.com 

Go time in Upper Cook Inlet: Citing a strong 
showing of sockeye at the Kasilof River, the 
Alaska Department of Fish and Game sets gillnet 
openers for today. – adfg.alaska.gov

Commentary: Threats to local Bristol Bay  
setnetters gather on the horizon. – adn.com

Salmon certification stalemate: The Marine 
Stewardship Council says binding arbitration is 
the only way to settle a dispute between rival 
groups of Alaska fish processors.  
– deckboss.blogspot.com

B.C.’s Asia connection: Newly affluent China 
and thriving economies such as Singapore step 
up as customers for premium seafood.  
– theprovince.com

Fit to fish: A U.S. Coast Guard team in Bristol Bay 
conducted 412 dockside exams and issued 354 
compliance decals to crews meeting all safety 
standards. – uscgnews.com

Low Chinook quota draws outrage: Alaska 
trollers say they’re “losing faith” in the Pacific 
Salmon Treaty process. – scribd.com

‘Huge disappointment’: Chum salmon returns 
to the Hidden Falls Hatchery are far below 
forecast and the fishery will need to be closed, 
a Southeast Alaska aquaculture association 
reports. – nsraa.org
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July 1 is the most anticipated day of the 
year for Alaska trollers. It marks the start 

of the summer king season when there are 
usually lots of salmon to catch and the fish-
ing grounds are fully open for exploration. 
No matter how long they’ve fished, there 
is not one troller who doesn’t feel the ela-
tion of seeing just the right tug on a line 
that results in a beautiful, shimmering king 
salmon being hauled over the rail. That 
joy is tarnished this year by the fact that  
Alaskan and Canadian trollers are fishing 
at levels that fall well below sustainable  
or fair.

The Pacific Salmon Commission (PSC) 
has capped Alaska’s harvest of king salm-
on at 237,000 fish, down from 440,000 last 
year. The troll share is 175,000, a 54 percent 
reduction from 2014. Fishermen in two 
Canadian harvest areas have also seen their 
quotas significantly reduced. The north-
ern troll and sport fleets, who rely heavily 
on king salmon, are caught in a technical 
dispute among PSC members over how 
many king salmon are expected to return to 
spawn in rivers along the West Coast.

The Pacific Salmon Commission imple-
ments the U.S.-Canada Pacific Salmon Trea-
ty, which governs how many king salmon 
can be caught by Canada and Alaska. Since 
1999, a model-based forecasting system has 
been used to estimate the abundance of fish 
each year and set harvest quotas in Alaska 
and Canada. The model used to generate 
the abundance estimate was developed by 
U.S. and Canadian scientists on the PSC’s 
Chinook Technical Committee (CTC). 
In recent years, these model estimates  
have varied widely, creating significant  
disruption for trollers and their markets.

The Alaskan members of the CTC round-
ly objected to this year’s estimate, which 
heightens Alaskan fishermen’s concerns 
about the accuracy of the abundance-based 
system and the fact that they so often get 
shortchanged. At this point, we don’t  
know what the proper quota should be, but 
the Alaska CTC said 237,000 is too low, and 
we are 100 percent behind their efforts to 
correct the error.

by DALE KELLEY

If it’s broke … fix it
Quota of 237,000 Chinook salmon shows 
flawed forecast system

For decades, trollers have paid the  
price of habitat destruction in the Pacific 
Northwest. We reduced our harvest and 
fought to protect and rebuild habitat and 
keep water in the rivers. We’ve fended off 
fish farms in Alaska and advocated wild 
fish safeguards where they exist. The stocks 
we’ve worked so hard to rebuild are now 
returning to the Pacific Northwest in record 
numbers, yet Alaskan fishermen are being 
held to a pitifully low quota that fails to 
recognize that high abundance. Trollers 
are losing faith that they will ever see a fair 
shake in this process.

During the past two years the Columbia 
River has experienced super-sized runs of 
king salmon, many of which spend most 
of their life off the coast of Alaska before 
returning to the Columbia to spawn. The 
2013 and 2014 runs were the largest since 
1938, when the first dam was installed on 
the Columbia. The 2015 forecast predicts 
the third-largest fall run, and spring and 
summer Columbia River stocks are mak-
ing a huge showing, causing fishermen to 
further doubt the validity of the low abun-
dance estimate for Alaska. King salmon 
are returning to the upper reaches of the 
Columbia in numbers that far exceed the 
capacity of available spawning area. Many 
of these fish are from hatcheries intended 
to compensate fishermen for the loss of 
salmon due to hydropower dams. They  
are paid for by U.S. citizens, including  
Alaskan fishermen.

In anticipation of the 2014 return, Alaska 
tried to secure a larger king quota to avoid 
putting too many fish on the spawning 
beds, which has been shown to reduce 
returns of Columbia River king salmon. 
About 30 percent of Alaska’s harvest is typi-
cally comprised of these fish, and in recent 
years that percentage has been higher and 
includes large numbers of hatchery fish. 
Despite the enormous return, the other 
U.S. commissioners (from Washington, 
Oregon, the Tribes, and the federal govern-
ment) denied Alaska’s request. The fish sur-
plus ended up so large in 2014 that tens of  

Continued on page 34
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To fish with us: 
call 1-800-426-5490   
and ask for Alaska Support.

We hustle so  
you keep fishing

thank you for fishing with us

Bristol Bay sockeye stage dramatic late rally

The crew of the F/V Magnum rejoices in a round haul of sockeye on 
July 13 in Bristol Bay. Jack Molan, captain of the tender Cornelia 
Marie, took the photo.

For quite a while, this year’s Bristol Bay salmon season looked 
like a bust.

Through the Fourth of July, normally regarded as the peak of the 
run, the catch stood at 8 million sockeye – a big disappointment 
considering that the preseason forecast called for a banner harvest 
of 37.6 million fish.

But in the ensuing days, the fishery saw a big turnaround as the 
sockeye surged in. 

Gillnetters landed more than 2 million fish on each of five days – 
July 10, 11, 12, 14, and 15. Plants became plugged with fish, and 
some processors began imposing delivery limits.

Through July 15, the harvest tallied more than 27 million  
sockeye, and the run still seemed to have some punch left.

As Pacific Fishing went to press, processors still hadn’t posted a 
base ex-vessel price for sockeye. But a figure of 65 cents per pound 
was the consistent scuttlebutt.

Last year’s average base price was $1.20 per pound on a catch of 
28.8 million sockeye.

The mighty Kvichak: The Naknek-Kvichak was by far the top 
fishing district, producing more than 11.5 million sockeye through 
July 15. The Egegik District was next with 6.7 million.

Jeff Regnart, state commercial fisheries director, said the Kvi-
chak was driving the late-blooming fishery, along with the Ugashik  
District, which had produced nearly 4.2 million sockeye.

It wasn’t surprising to see the Kvichak be such a big factor in the 
season turnaround, as it tends to be a late system, Regnart said.

Every Bristol Bay season is unique, and the 2015 season had its 
share of quirks.

“Some things are way out of normal,” Regnart said.

by WESLEY LOY

Aside from the late influx of sockeye, the small size of the fish 
was a curiosity. The sockeye, at age, were running about 20 percent 
smaller in length and in weight compared to last year, he said.

That reflected a statewide trend toward smaller sockeye,  
Regnart said.

The smaller size could mean that ocean feeding conditions 
weren’t optimum in the six months prior to salmon returning to 
spawn, he said.

At Bristol Bay, biologists also noticed a lack of 5-year-old fish in 
the Naknek and Egegik runs, Regnart said. These are the largest 
sockeye a system produces.

Maintaining hope: Lange Solberg, a drift gillnetter and  
columnist for this magazine, spoke about the season on July 13 
from aboard his 32-foot boat, the Odie II.

“The fish are here and we’re plugging away,” he said.
The season wasn’t as weird as it seemed, Solberg said. He knows 

this from talking with his dad, Reidar Solberg, who also was 
aboard the Odie II and has notched 55 seasons in Bristol Bay.

The elder Solberg has seen a number of seasons when the fish 
didn’t show up until after the Fourth of July, and fishermen sat 
around moping.

“So I hadn’t lost hope,” Lange said of this season’s slow start. 
“People have short-term memories. You gotta rely on the old-time 
knowledge and not lose your cool.”

Solberg said he was “trying to stay positive” about prices. His 
hope was that the catch volume and the price would combine to at 
least match last year’s results.

Solberg said he heard the sockeye were running small, but in the 
late going the fish seemed to be getting bigger.

“We’re getting a lot of nice, big, juicy reds,” he said.
Coming into the season, many seemed downbeat about the 

salmon market situation. An analysis prepared for the Alaska  
Seafood Marketing Institute said market demand was “not  
particularly strong” and that fishermen likely would see lower 
prices this season for sockeye.

The report, released in late May, noted high inventories 
and declining wholesale prices for frozen and canned sockeye  
products; lower roe prices; and currency imbalances that make 
Alaska salmon more expensive for foreign buyers.  
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DETAILS MATTER

Family-owned in Alaska since 1959 PETRO 49 
c o m p a n i e s

Craig • Homer • Juneau • Soldotna • Ketchikan • Kodiak • Petersburg • Sitka • Skagway • Wrangell

In Petersburg, Terminal Manager Bob Volk takes 
care of our customers, as he has for over 30 years. 
He’s an important part of a team of people who 
ensure that our customers receive the very best in 
products and services every day. It’s a commitment 
we’ve kept for over 55 years. At Petro Marine, 
attention to detail matters.

A Canadian environmental organization claiming that  
Canada is lagging far behind in establishing marine pro-

tected areas (MPAs) is not recognizing the efforts the fishing  
industry has made to protect habitat and species, an industry 
spokesman said.

Jim McIsaac of the BC Commercial Fishing Caucus said the 
industry has been working for years to create protected areas 
on the British Columbia coast that, while not specifically called  
MPAs, are effectively acting as such.

In a report released May 31, the Canadian Parks and Wilderness 
Society (CPAWS) reported finding that the regulations and policies 
governing existing MPAs are too often weak or confusing.

“It is worrying that human activities 
known to harm ocean ecosystems are  
permitted in any of Canada’s marine pro-
tected areas. Yet they are, and these activi-
ties include oil and gas exploration, large-
scale commercial fishing, and dredging 
and dumping,” CPAWS National Oceans  
Program Director Sabine Jessen said in a 
press release.

When it comes to the fishing industry, 
however, McIsaac argues that fishermen 
have been actively doing their share.

“From a fisheries point of view, the  
Sustainable Fisheries Framework (the basis 
of Canada’s fisheries management) helps 
protect habitat and species,” McIsaac said, 
naming rockfish conservation areas as  
an example.

“Rockfish conservation areas are not con-
sidered MPAs, but they do protect habitat 
and species,” he said. “In addition, there are 
a variety of fisheries closures that are not 
categorized as MPAs, yet they close areas  
to fisheries.”

Trawl restrictions: The trawl sector’s 
agreement to a “frozen footprint” is another 
example, McIsaac pointed out.

“The majority of the coast is closed by 
agreement,” he said. “That is not consid-
ered an MPA, but it protects the bottom. 
More than 50 percent of the bottom is closed 
to trawling.”

Working with environmental organiza-
tions the David Suzuki Foundation and the 
Living Oceans Society, B.C.’s trawl indus-
try agreement in 2012 introduced defined 
boundaries for the fishery and individual 
limits on coral and sponge bycatch. The 
introduction of individual bycatch limits 
for coral and sponge was the first of its kind 
anywhere in the world.

“It is a massive amount of work the 
industry has done, and it is not all recog-
nized in MPAs,” McIsaac said. “MPAs 
are a very blunt instrument to measure 
our protection of the marine environment 
and don’t take into account all the other  
measures that we are doing.”

by MICHEL DROUIN

B.C. industry defends progress on marine protections
Other jurisdictions may have no management regime in  

place except an MPA, and it might be the only tool avail- 
able, McIsaac said, adding it’s unfair to compare Canada at  
that level.

“In Africa there are still some dynamite fisheries,” he said. “And 
we are getting measured against those kinds of regimes where 
there is no management system in place. Canada is recognized as 
one of the top five nations in the world for fisheries management.”

One month after the CPAWS report, Canada’s government 
announced that Hecate Strait and Queen Charlotte Sound Glass 
Sponge Reefs have “reached a new step toward their designation” 
as an MPA.  
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You’ll likely notice differences when you go back on the water after an emergency. Your perception of what is safe may change, and you could 
feel anxiety. But according to one researcher, “Some people come out of disasters in better condition than they went in.” Sunny Rice photo

Editor’s note: This is a reprint of an Alaska Sea Grant brochure.  
You can download the brochure, or obtain free paper copies, at seagrant.
uaf.edu/bookstore.

Those of us who work and live near the sea are used to  
dealing with stressful situations, but surviving an accident 
at sea might bring up a different kind of pressure. As you 

begin to take care of your immediate needs after an accident,  
you may be concerned by the emotions or physical sensations 
you continue to feel, even though you are out of immediate  
danger. Not everyone will respond to a disaster at sea in the same 
way – even people who lived through the same incident. But 
researchers have found that there are some common reactions 
among survivors.

How our brains experience a life-threatening situation
Current research suggests that our brains respond in a unique, 

self-preserving manner when we experience a situation that feels 
like our lives or the lives of others are in danger. The memory of 
the life-threatening event bypasses the hippocampus – the area of 
the brain that helps you understand where you are and navigate 
in space. As a result, these memories are not firmly linked to a 
specific place and time and may resurface unexpectedly.

by SUNNY RICE and BETHANY RICE

Coping with an accident at sea
What you may be experiencing now
The most common reactions to at-sea disasters are:
• Trouble sleeping and nightmares.
• Feeling overly jumpy and/or easily startled.
• Loss of concentration.
• Increased irritability or anger.

You may also experience:
• Flashbacks – memories, feelings, or sensations of the event that 

come back unexpectedly.
• Intense physical or emotional reactions when you smell, 

hear, feel, or see things that remind you of what happened  
(examples: diesel smell, rocking motion).

• A desire to avoid places, people, or other activities that remind 
you of the event.

• An inability to remember important details about the event.
• A sense of numbing, detachment, or lack of emotions.
• A lack of awareness of your surroundings (being in a daze or 

things seem “unreal”).
• Less interest in your usual activities.
• Hopelessness.
• Feeling that you must always be on the lookout for danger.

Well-being
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These symptoms are extremely common 
reactions to traumatic experiences.

What you can do to help yourself
Talking or writing about what you 

have experienced and how you are feel-
ing is one of the most effective actions 
you can take to help yourself and pre-
vent future problems. When you are in 
a safe environment, reflecting on what  
happened helps your mind make sense of 
the events and gain a sense of control over 
the difficult memories. This helps your 
mind “contain” the memories by plac-
ing the events securely in the time and  
location in which they occurred so that 
they are less likely to “intrude” unexpect-
edly and uncontrollably.

While close friends and family can be a 
great source of support, don’t be discour-
aged if other people have a hard time 
understanding your reactions. Talking 
about what happened can sometimes be 
difficult in a small coastal community. You 
might worry that your story will frighten 
others who also spend time on the water, 
you may hesitate to talk about the ways 
human error could have contributed to 
the disaster, or you may worry about over-

whelming your loved ones. You might 
also feel that some people are interested in 
your story only for its shock value. It is up 
to you to decide who you are comfortable 
sharing your story with. It may be easier to 
talk to someone outside your normal social 
circle, such as a counselor, doctor, nurse, 
or clergy person. Professional support 
can provide much-needed confidentiality, 
understanding, and a neutral perspective. 
If you have trouble finding someone to talk 
to, the NAMI (National Alliance on Mental 
Illness) hotline (1-800-950-6264) is a good 
place to start.

Talking to other survivors of  
your accident

Other people who experienced the same 
accident you did can be a great source 
of comfort for you and may be the first 
people you talk with about your experi-
ence. But keep in mind when talking with 
them that reactions will not be the same for 
everyone in the incident. Some people may 
have a much stronger response than you 
do, or interpret the level of danger differ-
ently. Also, a person who has already expe-
rienced many threatening situations may 
find that each new traumatic experience 

has a stronger impact than the last one.

Other actions that may be helpful
• Engage in pleasant, distracting activi-

ties off and on, but try not to completely 
avoid thinking or talking about what 
happened.

• Get adequate rest and eat healthy foods.
• Try to maintain a normal schedule.
• Take breaks and reminisce about  

those who lost their lives in the incident, 
if applicable.

• Focus on something practical you can  
do now.

• Use relaxation techniques.
• Keep a journal.
• Exercise in moderation. Exercising with-

in 24 hours of the event will help your 
body process the stress hormones that 
flooded your body during the incident.

For the longer term, one researcher 
found that survivors have been  
helped by:
• Focusing on their sense of purpose or 

mission in life.
• Attachment to loved ones.
• Maintaining a sense of humor.

Continued on page 10
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Talk to anyone who makes a living on the water 
and they will tell you that FURUNO fi sh fi nders are 
the fi nest around. If you are serious about catching 
fi sh, then you need to check out the new lineup of 
FURUNO commercial grade sounders.

The FCV295 and FCV1150 Digital Sounders:

• 12.1” or 10.4” Color LCD
• Furuno Digital Filter (FDF)
• Adjustable operating frequency and selectable

output power
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demand the best!

Surviving an accident at sea can bring unexpected challenges. One coping strategy is talking 
with other people who went through the same experience as you. Deborah Mercy photo

Actions that are not helpful
• Using alcohol or drugs to cope.
• Withdrawing from family, friends, 

pleasant activities.
• Working too much.
• Violence or conflict.
• Doing risky things.

• Extreme avoidance of places or activities 
that might remind you of the event.

• Excessive TV or computer games.

When to see a health care provider
Counselors, doctors, nurses, and clergy 

people will be happy to talk with you 

about your experiences. If the symptoms 
listed above are interfering with your 
functioning at work or at home a month 
or more after your accident, or if you are 
anxious or depressed, it is a good idea to 
talk to a counselor or health care provider. 
Don’t avoid getting help. You and the ones 
you love deserve it.

When you do go back out on the water
Residents of coastal communities are 

very connected to the sea. At some point, 
possibly very soon after your emergency, 
you may decide to go back on the water. 
Trust yourself about when is the best time 
for you, but don’t avoid the activities or 
career you love because of the anxiety you 
think they might provoke. 

You will likely notice some changes 
when you go back to sea. Your perception 
of what is safe may change. Being out on 
the water may re-trigger responses you 
thought were over. This is common. Your 
anxiety will most likely get a little bet-
ter each time you return to the water, and 
gradually challenging yourself to do so can 
be a helpful step in recovery. According to 
one researcher, “Some people come out of 
disasters in better condition than they went 
in. They are psychologically healthier, with 
improved personal and working lives, 
a stronger sense of purpose, and clearer  
perspective on their own lives.”

Where you can get more help
The U.S. Department of Veterans Affairs 

offers handouts that include parent tips 
for children, adolescents, and adults after 
disasters, as well as information on reac-
tions to trauma, seeking and providing 
social support, and tips for relaxation 
(tinyurl.com/q4a63tj). They also offer 
an online coaching tool (tinyurl.com/
od65wkt).

The International Association of Fire 
Fighters has handouts for adult disaster 
survivors with tips on dealing with flash-
backs, post trauma “dos and don’ts,” and 
skill-building for coping with trauma 
(tinyurl.com/ngs762f).  

Sunny Rice is an Alaska Sea Grant marine 
advisory agent in Petersburg. Reach her at 
(907) 772-3381 or sunny.rice@alaska.edu. 
Bethany Rice is a counselor and sea accident 
survivor.

Citation:
Rice, S., and B. Rice. 2015. Coping with 
an Accident at Sea. Alaska Sea Grant,  
University of Alaska Fairbanks, ASG-60, 
Fairbanks. doi.org/10.4027/cas.2015
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The electronic monitoring cameras on the 
Magia, a 52-foot Sitka longliner, are mounted 
on an outrigger boom. Photo by Robert  
Woolsey, KCAW

The National Fish and Wildlife Founda-
tion (NFWF) in June announced $3 million 
in grants to support electronic monitoring 
and reporting in U.S. fisheries.

It’s the first round of grant awards for 
a new program to support the integration 
of electronic technologies into fisheries  
management and improve the quality, 
accuracy, and timeliness of fishing data.

NFWF is a conservation grant maker 
created by Congress in 1984.

Of the five grants announced in  
June, three are to Alaska and West Coast 
organizations.

ALFA grant: The Sitka-based Alaska 
Longline Fishermen’s Association (ALFA) 
was tabbed for a $492,553 grant to integrate 
electronic monitoring (EM) on as many 
as 120 small boats in the Gulf of Alaska  
fixed-gear fisheries.

In a June 10 press release, ALFA noted 
that in 2013, the National Marine Fisheries 
Service expanded at-sea observer cover-
age in Alaska to include hundreds of small 
boats that catch halibut, sablefish, and 
Pacific cod with longline gear.

“Recognizing that many of these small 
boats cannot accommodate an observer 
without significant impacts, ALFA has 
been working with NMFS, the North 
Pacific Fishery Management Council, 
and industry associations throughout 
Alaska since 2010 to develop an electronic  

Alaska longline group among electronic monitoring grantees
monitoring alternative,” ALFA said.

EM systems use a combination of video 
cameras, GPS, and sensors throughout the 
vessel to capture video footage of each fish 
on the line, ALFA said. EM technicians lat-
er review the video to identify the species 
of each fish in order to estimate bycatch, or 
nontarget species.

“It can be a lot easier to carry and  
maintain a simple camera system on a 
small boat than an observer,” said Dan 
Falvey, ALFA’s EM program manager. “EM 

camera systems and logbooks are success-
fully used to monitor the Canadian halibut 
fishery, and have been since 2008.”

Falvey continued: “There is a real need 
for an EM alternative in Alaska. Currently, 
there are 350 to 400 boats in the 40-foot to 
57-foot size range now required to carry 
observers, and since the new program 
began in 2013, 170 of these boats have 
asked for a release from observer cov-
erage because of bunk space or life raft  

Continued on page 34
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NOAA Fisheries scientist Robert Levine prepares the upward-facing sonar unit for deployment in Shelikof Strait in February 2015. NOAA photos

Shelikof Strait, in the Gulf of Alaska, is an important spawning 
area for walleye pollock, the target of the largest – and one of the 
most valuable – fisheries in the nation. This year, a team of NOAA 
Fisheries scientists went there to turn their usual view of the  
fishery upside-down.

Scientists have been conducting fish surveys in the Shelikof 
Strait for decades. They do that in part by riding around in a 
ship and using sonar systems – basically, fancy fish finders – to 
see what’s beneath them. But in February of this year, scientists 
moored three sonar devices to the seafloor and pointed them up 
toward the surface. The devices have been recording the passage 
of fish above them ever since.

Because underwater devices cannot transmit data in real 
time, the sonar systems have been storing their data internally,  
leaving scientists in a state of suspense since February. But  

by RICH PRESS

For pollock surveys in Alaska, things are looking up
To help estimate fish populations, scientists experiment with seafloor-
mounted sonar systems that monitor fish in the water column above

suspense turned to satisfaction in mid-May when, working 
in cooperation with local fishermen aboard a 90-foot chartered  
fishing vessel, scientists retrieved the moorings from the bottom 
of Shelikof Strait.

“The data looked beautiful,” said Alex De Robertis, a biologist 
with NOAA’s Alaska Fisheries Science Center, shortly after he 
cracked open the unit and downloaded the data.

First attempt with a new technology
“This was a first trial,” De Robertis said. “We’re still developing 

the technology to see how well it works.”
Whether moored on the bottom or carried by a ship, the sonar 

systems that scientists use work the same way: They emit a ping 
that echoes off the fish (and anything else in the water column). 
Based on the strength of the echo, scientists estimate the number 
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To recover the sonar unit, scientists send an acoustic signal causing 
the unit to detach from its mooring and float to the surface. Here, crew 
aboard a chartered fishing vessel retrieve the unit after it surfaces.

of fish in the water. Those estimates are used when setting  
sustainable catch limits.

“Usually we estimate how many fish we have by reading the 
acoustic echo off their backs,” said De Robertis. “In this case, we’ll 
be reading the echo from their bellies.”

But unlike shipboard sonar, moored sonars are stationary,  
so the tricky part is choosing the right mooring locations. De 
Robertis, along with NOAA Fisheries colleagues Chris Wilson 
and Robert Levine, have analyzed 20 years of survey data to 
select the three locations used in this study, which they hope will 
prove representative of the larger Shelikof Strait area.

A long-term perspective
If the technology works, scientists could use it to augment  

traditional, ship-based surveys. In addition to using sonar, those 
surveys also involve catching a sample of fish with a trawl, which 
produces information on the age, size, and physical condition of 
the fish. However, those surveys offer only a snapshot of what’s 
happening in the water during the time of the survey. In years 
when the fish aggregate earlier or later than usual, the ship-based 
surveys might miss some of the action.

The experimental sonar system, on the other hand, records over 
long periods – three months long in the case of the experimental 
deployment in Shelikof Strait.

“This will give us a new window on what fish populations are 
doing over time that we wouldn’t be able to get any other way,” 
De Robertis said. Scientists will just have to get used to the fact 
that the window is upside down.  

Rich Press is a NOAA Fisheries science writer.
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WELCOME ABOARD by DANIEL MINTZ F/V Hi’R Standard

Brand-new Bristol Bay gillnetter is designed for 
speed and versatility

The F/V Hi’R Standard is a 32-foot drift gillnetter designed for the Bristol Bay sockeye salmon fishery. The newly built boat is seen here at 
Fishermen’s Terminal in Seattle. Wesley Loy photo

Stealthy beast
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These cables provide a vital communications 
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Alaska United Fiber System in SE Alaska

Owner Jeff Quinn says his new boat’s NAMjet propulsion system is “really 
stealthy.” Wesley Loy photo

In the sunset stage of his commercial fishing career, Jeff 
Quinn decided to build a new boat tailor-made for the 
Bristol Bay salmon fishery.

Quinn, who turns 59 in August, lives in Edmonds, 
Washington, and gillnets in Bristol Bay during the  
summer months. His custom-built boat, the F/V Hi’R 
Standard, replaces the F/V Hi Standard, which he sold to 
help finance the new vessel’s construction.

The 32-foot boat is the same length as its predecessor, 
but 2½ feet wider at 15 feet. The Hi’R Standard is also 
more versatile, with less body depth.

“It’s a lot shallower in the water, which opens up a little 
more fishing area in Bristol Bay,” Quinn said.

There can be as much as 25 feet of difference between 
high and low tides there, he said, and the Hi’R Standard’s 
shallow-draft design allows operation throughout the 
depth range.

The vessel’s whaleback design cuts a low profile,  
catching less of the winds off the Bering Sea, which can 
challenge Bristol Bay fishing.

The Hi’R Standard is a jet boat, reaching a speed of up 
to 26 knots when the hold is loaded with 5,000 pounds of 
water. Quinn described the vessel’s NAMjet propulsion system 
as “really stealthy,” and the lighter construction allows the new 
vessel to outpace the old one by about 15 knots.

Collaborative effort: Quinn chose Dick Smitha of the  
Anacortes, Washington-based Norcraft Marine & Design as a 

builder, describing him as “kind of a one-man show,” assisted by 
certified welder Brian Cameran.

The vessel’s keel was constructed in late 2013 to avoid  
oncoming regulations on engine exhaust, which would have 
driven up costs. The rest of the construction was done over a  

Continued on page 16
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The Hi’R Standard’s shallow-draft design “opens up a little more fish-
ing area in Bristol Bay,” skipper Jeff Quinn says. The new boat replaces 
Quinn’s previous boat, the F/V Hi Standard. Wesley Loy photo

Jeff Quinn has deep experience as a commercial fisherman in Alaska. His first 
fishing job out of high school was on the famed Trident Seafoods boat F/V 
Billikin. Photo courtesy of Jeff Quinn

one-year period, with a summer break that allowed Smitha to 
troll for salmon.

Smitha built the hull and the wheelhouse, set the engine, and 
installed the jet system. Quinn took over from there, install-
ing the vessel’s hydraulics and doing the woodwork with  

assistance from friends.
The gillnet hydraulics system – the anchor winch, drum, and 

stern roller – are made by Kinematics Marine. Quinn noted the 
stern roller’s heavy, durable castings as a factor in his choice.

The vessel uses a 750-horsepower Scania main engine and has 
a 400-gallon fuel capacity. Its 7.5-ton Integrated Marine Systems 
hydraulic refrigeration unit has a hold capacity of 20,000 tons.

The high-quality wheelhouse woodwork is a collaboration 
between Quinn and retired woodworker Charlie Life.

“I told him to give me a fishing interior, but these yacht  
woodworkers only know one thing,” Quinn said.

He ended up with a yacht-worthy house with a “really nice 
interior” crafted with sapele, a mahogany-like hardwood taken 
from a tree that grows in the tropics of Africa.

Good timing: The later stage of Quinn’s career coincides with 
favorable fishing conditions, which influenced his decision to 
build a new boat.

“Runs are on the upswing, and that helps prices to be stable 
and strong,” he said. “It’s also good for the used boat market.”

The emergence of the Hi’R Standard is one of the highlights of 
a career that began when Quinn was 17 years old. Born and raised 
near the Ballard area of Seattle, where Fishermen’s Terminal is 
located, Quinn was constantly exposed to the world of fishing.

“Commercial fishing was staring me in the face,” he said.
He got his first fishing job fresh out of high school on the F/V 

Billikin, a pioneering Trident Seafoods crabber/processor oper-
ated by Chuck Bundrant, the company’s chairman and founder.

Following college, Quinn worked for five years as a seining 
deckhand in Prince William Sound and Southeast Alaska.

During that time, he also worked in halibut longlining, the 
black cod fishery, and crabbing.

Quinn then transitioned from deckhand to skipper, buying  
his first gillnetter and fishing in Southeast Alaska for seven  
years. Then he focused on Bristol Bay, and this year marks his 
24th season there.

He initially fished year-round, working in the Bering Sea trawl 

WELCOME ABOARD F/V Hi’R Standard
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The new boat features deck gear from Kinematics Marine including the gill-
net drum, stern roller, and anchor winch. Photo courtesy of Jeff Quinn

A 750-horsepower Scania engine powers the F/V Hi’R Standard. Photo  
courtesy of Jeff Quinn

and crab fisheries during the winter and then gillnetting for  
salmon in June and July.

Quinn also worked the herring fishery at Togiak until 
about three years ago. He said the market is a lot less lucrative 
these days, as demand from Japan has waned, and there’s an  
abundance of herring on the market.

“This year, the price for herring was 
$50 a ton and in the heyday, it was at least 
$1,200 a ton,” he said.

“Now I’ve worked myself down to just 
salmon,” Quinn said.

He’s helped by three crew members and 
his most senior deckhand, Steven Wittig, 
has worked with him for a decade.

Avoiding overfishing: Quinn describes 
the Bristol Bay salmon fishery as “very 
sustainable.” But in his decades of fishing, 
he’s observed many boom and bust cycles.

“I’ve noticed that just about every fish-
ery in Alaska tends to overexploit,” he 
said, mentioning the Bering Sea crab and 
pollock fisheries as examples. “But they’re 
learning, and they’ve finally learned from 
everywhere else in the world and the 
Lower 48 how not to decimate a run or 
species of fish.”

Though fisheries management is often 
controversial, Quinn views it as a means 
of stabilizing his work.

“There’s still some fluctuation, but 
(fishery managers) are trying to control 
things,” he said. “If you let fishermen 
catch as much as they want, they’d prob-
ably wipe out every fish on the earth.”

Bristol Bay salmon runs are strong and 
stable these days, and Quinn expects to be 

fishing for at least another 10 years.
“There are guys in their 70s that are still up there, fishing 

away,” he said. “There’s a certain love for it and it’s lucrative and 
the season’s short – it gives me an opportunity to be semi-retired 
and still working.”  
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HISTORY AND CULTURE by ANJULI GRANTHAM

Almost a local after 50-plus years
Editor’s note: This article comes from West Side Stories, a project to docu-
ment the history and culture of the west side of Kodiak Island through 
storytelling. Learn more at crowdrise.com/westsidestories.

What makes someone a local? Is it the accumulation of  
four-seasoned residency, marked proudly like slashes on the butt of 
a gun? Or is it returning time and time again to a community, like 
the lineal descendants of a salmon to the exact same creek? 

In Kodiak, it is the former. Those who make a living from our 
local fisheries without making Kodiak home are called transients. 
This word is not complimentary. 

However, my first trip to the village 
of Larsen Bay on the west side of Kodiak 
Island as part of the West Side Stories proj-
ect made me rethink this. Consider Jim 
Toteff, for example. According to Jim, his 
father, Jim Sr., was one of the first purse 
seiners that the Alaska Packers Association 
hired back in 1946 to fish Kodiak. You see, 
in Kodiak the company was invested in 
fish traps and beach seines. It took them a 
long time to accept that seiners were here to 
stay and that the company had better get in  
the game. 

Jim Jr. voyaged to Larsen Bay for the first 
time as a toddler.

“We lived in that house there,” he said, 
pointing out his sliding glass door towards 
the small structure a stone’s throw from 
where we spoke. “There was a big saltwa-
ter marsh just behind our little house, and it 
had sticklebacks in it.”

He and children from the village caught 
the sticklebacks and played on the boat 
ways built near the beach in front of  
the cannery. 

Shelikof rescue: Season after season, 
the Toteff family returned to Larsen Bay, 
spending winters on the Columbia River. 
Jim worked for half a crew share on his 
father’s boat in 1963. In 1970, he was the 
skipper of the “buff and black” APA 8. 
Briefly, that is. An unexpected gale in the 
Shelikof Strait popped out the old boat’s 
caulk. The engine stuttered and ceased to 
turn over. Jim set his brand-new seine with 
his setting skiff and used the net as a sea 
anchor, turning the bow of the seiner out 
of the trough of the rising seas. The Coast 
Guard plucked the crew, one by one, into 
a helicopter. 

The skiff and the boat were lost to the 
Shelikof. But the seine was a different 
matter. A few weeks later, he returned to 
the village and there, “piled on the dock, 
right here at Larsen Bay, is my seine! Well,  
missing about 40 fathoms,” he explained.  

The Larsen Bay cannery. Photos courtesy of Anjuli Grantham
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A tender returning from Chignik got it caught in its prop and 
brought it back to the cannery. 

Jim and his crew were told about a boat they could use in  
Uganik Bay.

“We arrived at Village Islands at high 
tide. All that was sticking out (of the 
water) was the mast. It was sunk.”

Salvaging a season: They floated the 
boat, installed a new engine, attached 
the stubby seine, and started fishing on 
July 26. Technologically impaired and 
with a season shortened due to disaster, 
they still made a summer of it. “We were  
13th or 14th of 40 boats,” Jim reported 
with pride. 

“I had a good teacher,” he said,  
referring to his father. “I hunt fish, I don’t 
take turns.” 

It has been nearly 70 years that the 
Toteffs have fished the west side of 
Kodiak, delivering to the Larsen Bay  
cannery all the while.

Across from the cannery is a lagoon of 
abandoned vessels. There, the APA 10, 
a craft very similar to the one that Jim 
captained in 1970, crumbles in the mud. 
But the Larsen Bay cannery continues to 
hum. And Jim, 45 years after the sinking 
of his APA boat, continues to hunt fish 
from his boat, the F/V Rhoda Je-anne. 
He might qualify as a local just yet.  

Anjul i  Grantham is  Curator  o f  
Collections and Exhibits at the Baranov 
Museum in Kodiak.

Jim Toteff

The abandoned fishing vessel APA 10.
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RESEARCH

NOAA and the University of Alaska worked with the Alutiiq Pride Shellfish Hatchery, shown 
here, to research the effects of ocean acidification. Photo by Wiley Evans, NOAA

New collaborative research between the National Oceanic and 
Atmospheric Administration, the University of Alaska, and an 
Alaskan shellfish hatchery shows that ocean acidification may 
make it difficult for Alaska coastal waters to support shellfish 
hatcheries by 2040 unless costly mitigation efforts are installed to 
modify seawater used in the hatcheries.

“Our research shows there could be significant effects  
from ocean acidification on Alaska’s emerging shellfish hatch-
ery industry in a matter of two and a half decades,” said  
Jeremy Mathis, an oceanographer at NOAA’s Pacific Marine  
Environmental Laboratory.

Mathis was co-author of the study “On the Frontline: Tracking 
Ocean Acidification in an Alaskan Shellfish Hatchery,” appearing 
in the journal PLOS ONE.

“We need to continue to partner with industry and other  
stakeholders to make sure we’re providing the environmental 
intelligence needed by industry to answer key questions and 
make decisions to meet these challenges,” Mathis said.

Corrosive effect: The absorption of carbon dioxide primar-
ily from human sources is making global oceans more corrosive 
to calcium carbonate minerals which shellfish need to build and 
maintain shells.

The waters off Alaska are especially vulnerable to ocean acidi-
fication because the absorption of human-caused carbon dioxide 
emissions is not the only process contributing to acidity. Melting 
glaciers, upwelling of carbon-dioxide rich deep waters, the  
natural decomposition of plant life that gives off carbon dioxide, 
and the fact that cold water more readily absorbs carbon dioxide 
all exacerbate ocean acidification in the region.

A team of scientists from NOAA’s Pacific Marine Environmen-
tal Laboratory in Seattle and the University of Alaska Fairbanks 
worked with the Alutiiq Pride Shellfish Hatchery in Seward to 
monitor seawater chemistry over a 10-month period from October 
2013 to August 2014 to measure the potential effects of changing 
ocean chemistry on the growth of oyster, clam, scallop, and other 
shellfish larvae or seed.

Researchers found that ocean chemistry off Seward fluctuates 
significantly by season. There is currently a five-month win-
dow during spring and summer when growing conditions favor  
larval shellfish, followed by periods of poor growing conditions 
in autumn and winter. But under some predicted scenarios for 
carbon dioxide emissions, this five-month window for growing 

Seawater  
monitoring 

reveals ocean 
acidification risks 

to an Alaska  
shellfish hatchery

shellfish could close as early as 2040. The hatchery would then 
only be able to produce viable shellfish seed if it installed costly 
mitigation efforts to modify ocean water entering the facility.

Shellfish farming potential: While shellfish farming in Alaska 
involves mostly small-scale operations focused on oysters and 
mussels, stakeholder interest is growing, and there is an effort 
under way to increase farmed shellfish production to a multimil-
lion-dollar annual level. Communities are embracing shellfish 
farming to diversify the local economy and create jobs.

Currently, Alutiiq Pride is the only shellfish hatchery in  
Alaska that can provide seed stock to local residents who other-
wise have to buy seed from outside the state. However, as the cost 
of producing seed stock increases in states like Washington and 
Oregon due to rising ocean acidification levels, hatcheries will be  
looking for alternative locations to supply large-scale operations. 
The growth of shellfish farming increases the need for effective 
monitoring of ocean waters.

“A key to tracking ocean acidification and its effects is our  
ability to make continuous, robust measurements of the carbon-
ate system in hatchery settings to understand how it varies over 
time,” said Wiley Evans, of the University of Alaska Fairbanks, 
the lead scientist on the project. “We’ve come a long way in our 
ability to monitor ocean acidification.”

Jeff Hetrick, owner of Alutiiq Pride and a long-time Alaska resi-
dent, explained why he wanted to participate in the research.

“Ocean acidification has had major impacts on hatcheries in 
the Pacific Northwest, and we wanted to evaluate what, if any, 
impacts could be expected here in Seward,” Hetrick said. “The 
results have been alarming.”

The study reinforces broader research showing that Alaska’s 
commercial and subsistence fisheries are vulnerable to ocean  
acidification. Alaska is home to some of our nation’s most  
valuable commercial and subsistence fisheries. NOAA’s latest 
“Fisheries of the United States” report estimates that nearly 60 
percent of U.S. commercial fisheries landings by weight are  
harvested in Alaska. These 5.8 billion pounds brought in $1.9  
billion in wholesale values or one-third of all landings by value in 
the United States in 2013.

Ocean acidification monitoring will continue at the Alutiiq 
Pride Shellfish Hatchery and will expand to at least one other site 
along the Southeast Alaska coast in late 2015.

– NOAA
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SOUTHERN CLIMES by DANIEL MINTZ 

Zoning debate divides Humboldt fishermen’s association
Mixed sentiments: A land use zoning change proposed for 

Woodley Island, the home of the Eureka area’s commercial fishing 
fleet, is causing an internal rift within the Humboldt Fishermen’s 
Marketing Association (HFMA).

The Woodley Island Marina is managed by the Humboldt County 
Harbor District, but the city of Eureka controls zoning of the island 
itself. Seeking new and expanded sources of revenue, the district 
is asking the city to rezone the portion of the island upland from  
the marina.

The district’s board of commissioners unanimously supports the 
requested change, which would rezone 17.3 acres of the island from 
a quasi-public designation to that of waterfront commercial.

Harbor District Commissioner Aaron Newman is also the  
president of the HFMA, and he supports the zoning change, as it 
would allow new commercial tenants and income from leases. The 
district’s operating budget is in a deficit, even though mooring fees 
have increased significantly, and the way Newman sees it, careful 
introduction of new commercial activity will bring in revenue and 
prevent another fee hike.

But there is some hot-running opposition to that, and its figure-
head is Newman’s colleague on the HFMA’s board of directors – 
Ken Bates, the association’s vice president.

Rallying support from fishermen and area residents, Bates is  
lobbying for keeping the island’s zoning the way it is.

Bates authored an editorial in the Times-Standard, the county’s 
daily newspaper, entitled “Woodley Island preservation will depend 
on you,” contending that the district’s rezoning proposal “lacks  
public support.” He contrasts it with HFMA’s stance, which he said 
has gained the support of 581 petition signers.

HFMA’s board has voted to support Bates’ lobbying, a vote that 
Newman had to abstain from due to his role in the district.

The fishermen’s fight against the zoning change was sparked 
a couple of years ago, when the district considered the develop-
ment of an RV park in the upland area. That idea was shut down 
because fishermen believe an RV park – and other commercial uses 
– would lead to complaints over the light, noise, and odor associated  
with fishing and, ultimately, gentrification that would shoulder  
fishing aside.

Newman’s been a hard-working supporter of the fishing industry 
for many years, and he doesn’t believe that commercial fishing and 
new businesses are mutually exclusive.

“We’re out to use the fishermen’s presence as an attractor of public 
use,” he said.

And to make sure of that, the district’s board is implementing  
a “right to fish” ordinance, which would shield the fleet from  
nuisance complaints.

Bates isn’t reassured by that.
“Why would fishermen give up the protection they have with the 

current zoning and instead accept an ordinance that three members 
of the (district) board can overturn at any time?” he asked.

The zoning issue will eventually be settled as Eureka works on 
the update of its general plan, which is a long process. Meanwhile,  
Newman is in what he calls “a rock and a hard place” and is  
considering resigning from the HFMA.

“It’s disingenuous for me to try to be a leader with both the  
association and the district,” he said.

      
Northern Dungie decline: One thing there’s little disagreement 

about in Northern California is that the region has sharply descend-
ed from a Dungeness crab boom cycle.

In 2012 and 2013, the region’s fishermen were enjoying the spoils 

of crab hauls of 16 million pounds for each of 
those years. Just two years ago, the northern 
region outpaced the central area in landings by 
more than two to one.

Since then, the central region has emerged as 
the state’s most productive crab territory. And it appears that the 
season that just ended saw what Pete Kalvass of the state’s Depart-
ment of Fish and Wildlife describes as a “stubbornly slow” phase for 
the northern area.

Comprised of ports in Fort Bragg, Eureka, Trinidad, and Crescent 
City, the region brought in only 3 million of the 15 million pounds of 
crab landed statewide through March.

There wasn’t much crabbing activity in April, Kalvass said,  
and since most of the haul is brought in within the season’s first  
several weeks, the data through March probably comes close to a 
total summary.

Last year, the state’s crab landings totaled 17 million pounds, with 
6.6 million pounds of it caught in the northern area.

The central area – primarily made up of the ports of San Francisco, 
Monterey, and Bodega Bay – came in with 10.4 million pounds  
last year.

This year’s central landings already amount to 12 million pounds 
through March, surpassing the northern haul by a four-to-one ratio.

But northern state fishermen may not have to travel out of their 
region in the near future – Kalvass reported that numerous crabs 
under the legal size limit have been caught in the region, which is 
“promising for next year.”

Daniel Mintz has reported on Humboldt County’s government and natural 
resources industries for more than a decade.
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FISH FACTOR by LAINE WELCH

Massive marine debris cleanup mounted in Alaska
Epic effort: Kodiak volunteers were scrambling with front-end 

loaders and dump trucks to ready 200,000 pounds of Super Sacks 
for the first pickup in a massive marine debris removal project 
that began in July in Alaska.

The month-long cleanup, backed by a who’s who of state and 
federal agencies, nonprofits, and private businesses, involved 
a 300-foot barge and helicopters to remove thousands of tons  
of marine debris from some of the world’s harshest and most 
remote coastlines.

“This is a really big deal for Alaska. We have one of the world’s 
newest and largest barges and an airlift operation that will fly 
over 2,000 helicopter trips from barge to shore. It is an unprec-
edented effort,” said Candice Bressler, spokeswoman for the state 
Department of Environ-
mental Conservation, lead 
agency for the project.

Much of the debris stems 
from the devastating 2011 
earthquake and tsunami 
in Japan, which sent an 
estimated 1.5 million tons 
of flotsam into the North 
Pacific. Japan has donated 
$5 million to the coastwide 
cleanup effort.

The barge Dioskouroi 
(the world’s fifth largest, 
leased by Waste Manage-
ment Inc.) was to load up 
on July 15 in Kodiak and 
be towed out the next day 
by the M/V Billie H.

The big tug will traverse 
the Gulf of Alaska and pro-
ceed along the Southeast 
coast to British Columbia, 
picking up debris sacks 
that were cached and bundled on remote beaches over past  
field seasons.

“We’ve found building fragments, derelict vessels, lots of  
Styrofoam, aquaculture and fishing buoys from all over, fuel 
tanks, and tons of lines and nets,” Bressler said.

DEC began flying Alaska’s coastline in 2012 to map the debris 
by its density and movement, and it captured more than 15,000 
geo-references to help pinpoint where to focus cleanup efforts.

“Definitely our biggest players in this were Gulf of Alaska 
Keeper (which was coordinating the airlift project) and Island 
Trails Network of Kodiak. They were instrumental in caching all 
this debris throughout the Gulf of Alaska,” Bressler said.

The final destination was Seattle, where some of the material 
will be sent for sorting and recycling, with the remaining debris 
going by train to a final disposal site in Oregon.

“This wouldn’t have been possible without the unprecedented 
generosity from the government of Japan. They have been so gen-
erous and so open to helping out with this issue, and we are so 
incredibly thankful for their help,” Bressler said.

      
Toddler tags: Tracking the movement and growth of young 

halibut is the focus of a new project under way since May in the 
Gulf of Alaska and the Bering Sea.

“Although we have done a lot of tagging over the years,  
we haven’t done much with the smallest category of juveniles  
that we encounter,” said Bruce Leaman, executive director of 

the International Pacific Halibut Commis-
sion. “And by the smallest I mean the 15- to 
45-centimeter range (about four pounds), 
which is what a lot of the juveniles in the 
eastern Bering Sea are.”

Part of understanding and solving the 
bycatch issue is knowing much more about what the distribution 
and movement rates of the juveniles are, Leaman explained.

“We know a fair amount about the fact that juveniles do 
migrate out of the Bering Sea, but we don’t know very much 
about the rates,” he added. “Studies of young halibut were done 
throughout the 1970s to early 1990s, but that research was more 
localized. Now we are casting a much bigger net.”

The tagging is being 
done during the annual 
summer trawl surveys 
used for overall halibut 
stock assessments. IPHC 
researchers have a stan-
dard set of survey “sta-
tions” that are widely 
spaced, so fish will be able 
to be tagged in many dif-
ferent locations.

Researchers hoped to 
tag 2,000 toddler halibut 
by August.

Fishermen catching a 
tagged halibut should 
notify the IPHC in Seattle 
and report the informa-
tion on the tag. Better yet, 
bring the tagged fish to 
IPHC port samplers sta-
tioned from Dutch Harbor 
to Petersburg.

      
Promoting salmon: Exports typically account for 60 to 70  

percent of Alaska’s wholesale seafood sales each year. However, 
the strong dollar will force more sellers and buyers to turn toward 
U.S. retail outlets, said Andy Wink, a seafood economist with the 
Juneau-based McDowell Group.

That could be a good thing.
“The expectation is this will entice retailers because anytime 

you’re able to buy at lower wholesale prices, typically you’re able 
to turn better margins,” Wink said. “Hopefully, it will get them 
to do more promotions and spur more sales because we certainly 
need it. After last year’s big run of sockeye, the 2013 record pink 
run, and heading into this year, we’ve got a lot of product out 
there. But that is great for the long term, because building that 
consumption is going to build demand.”

This is exactly what has happened over the past year, said 
Larry Andrews, retail director for the Alaska Seafood Marketing 
Institute. To shrink the amount of carryover heading into another 
bounteous salmon season, ASMI hosted more than 5,000 frozen 
sockeye demos at 10 retail chains, representing 4,530 stores in the 
Pacific Northwest, California, the Rockies, Texas, the Midwest, 
and the South.

Chains have reported sales increases ranging from 26 percent to 
243 percent, Andrews said.

Laine Welch writes the Fish Factor newspaper column and produces 
Alaska Fish Radio out of Kodiak.

Much of the marine debris along Alaska’s coast came from the 2011 tsunami in 
Japan. DEC photo
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by MICHEL DROUINBRITISH COLUMBIA

Kitsilano Coast Guard base closure remains a sore point
Vancouver blessing: Safety at sea was at the top of the agenda 

at the fourth annual blessing of the fleet at the False Creek fisher-
men’s wharf in Vancouver May 30.

The long-standing tradition going back centuries and missing 
from British Columbia ports for 50 years was brought back by  
fisherman Don Sananin, president of the False Creek  
Harbour Authority.

In addition to the blessing of the fleet by Father John Eason 
from Holy Rosary Cathedral, guest speakers included Member of  
Parliament Fin Donnelly and retired Coast Guard officer  
Chris McKay.

Speaking on the theme of vessel safety, McKay told the assem-
bled fishermen and members of the public that the recent closing of 
the Kitsilano Coast Guard base means a 50 percent cut in frontline 
search and rescue units in the Vancouver region and 100 percent 
cuts in all-weather search and rescue cutters in the local area.

“The search and rescue cutter from Kitsilano could do a lot more 
than tow a boat,” McKay said. “A rescue specialist can restart a 
heart, reverse a diabetic coma, ease the pain of a fractured leg. The 
crew could put out an engine room fire with foam or rescue a sea-
man from an oxygen-deficient confined space on any vessel.”

“When you are preparing for this season and training new crew 
members, pay extra attention to your survival equipment,” McKay 
added. “If you have an emergency, it may be a long time before you 
see that red and white boat or hovercraft coming to your aid.”

Donnelly, a member of the opposition New Democratic Party, 
promised an NDP government would reopen the Kitsilano Coast 
Guard base. Canada will have a federal election in October.

Following the blessing of the fleet, a small contingent of vessels 
sailed from the False Creek harbor to the closed Kitsilano Coast 
Guard base in a show of support for demands that the base and 
recently closed communications center reopen.

In addition to the speakers, two local musical groups, Preston 
and Fletcher and the Judys, provided live music.

A barbecued salmon burger lunch was served by Pacific Institute 
of Culinary Arts graduates under the direction of chef Jack Kines.

      
Goodbye, Lennie: I was shocked and saddened to hear of the 

passing of my former Sointula seine skipper, Lennie Pohto, May 23.
He was born in Alert Bay in 1937 and started fishing at the age 

of 16. He previously owned the gillnetters Taisto and Hazel R No. 1 
before his last vessel, the Sharon Marie No. 1.

The 41-foot Sharon Marie No. 1 was rigged as a seine vessel 
for many years, and Lennie was famous for having big seasons 
with the little boat and a four-man crew fishing in Double Bay at  
Hanson Island, only a short cruise away from his home town  
of Sointula.

I remember one Double Bay set where we filled the boat up and 
had to put the last two brailer loads in the skiff to avoid down-
flooding before heading in to deliver.

      
Action film: Gillnetter Lewis Bublé passed on a link to the 1953 

National Film Board of Canada film “Herring Hunt,” a dramatiza-
tion of the race to catch the quota in the B.C. herring seine fishery 
in the early 1950s.

Filmed on location during the actual  
herring fishery, the story includes fictional 
dramatic action involving a greenhorn on the 
crew making a costly error and being offered 
the opportunity for redemption by the  
generous skipper.

“Herring Hunt” offers the rare opportunity to see the fast-paced 
action of table seining for herring at the time with enormous  
catches being brailed out of the net in the pre-pump days.

Viewers may recognize iconic Canadian actor Bruno Gerus-
si, famous for his role as Nick Adonidas in the TV series “The  
Beachcombers,” in his first film role as the greenhorn Matt Johnson.

The film was nominated for an Academy Award for Live Action 
Short Film.

Here’s a link: nfb.ca/film/herring-hunt.
      

Wear that PFD: If only fishermen would wear personal flota-
tion devices (PFDs) as mandated by law, fewer lives would be lost, 
says former seine skipper and vessel owner Glenn Budden, now a 
senior Transportation Safety Board of Canada (TSB) investigator.

Budden recently passed on the results of a TSB report into a B.C. 
fishing fatality last year. 

On June 12, 2014, the newest and least experienced crew  
member on the fishing vessel Diane Louise went overboard while 
setting prawn gear near Calvert Island. The crew member was not 
wearing a PFD. Nor were there any on board. Nobody saw him 
go overboard. He managed to stay afloat long enough to call for 
help and attempt to free himself from the ground line before being 
drawn under the water. Although he was recovered within min-
utes and CPR was performed, the crew member was subsequently  
pronounced deceased.

WorkSafeBC requires masters to identify potential risks and 
establish safety procedures to address those risks. It also requires 
PFDs or lifejackets to be worn by workers “employed under  
conditions which involve a risk of drowning.” In approximately 40 
percent of fishing-related fatalities in B.C. since 2004, individuals 
were found not to be wearing a PFD.

“There’s a lot of good work being done by fishermen and the 
fishing community to improve fishing safety, but there’s still a  
long way to go,” Budden said. “The fishing industry needs to con-
tinue to improve fishing safety for the next generation of fisher-
men. It is inevitable that wearing a PFD while working on deck 
will become routine, as wearing a seat belt or bike helmet has now 
become routine.”

      
Transport Canada examiner passes: B.C. fishermen lost a 

friend with the passing of Transport Canada’s Zenon Szlachetka 
June 12. The Transport Canada Marine Safety certification process 
can be a frustrating, tangled web of bureaucracy for fishermen to 
deal with, but Szlachetka went out of his way to enable mariners to 
receive the certification they were qualified for.

Michel Drouin has been covering the British Columbia fishing industry 
since 1990.
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MID-COAST REPORT by KATIE WILSON

Marine toxin shuts down Dungeness crab fisheries
Crab closures: Domoic acid strikes again.
After closing down commercial and recreational razor clam 

fisheries for the rest of the season in Oregon and Washington 
and temporarily halting some shellfish growing and harvesting  
operations in Washington’s Willapa Bay, the natural marine toxin 
shut down commercial and recreational Dungeness crab fisher-
ies off Washington’s southern coast June 5 – one of the first major 
ocean fishery closures in recent memory for the Washington 
Department of Fish and Wildlife.

Field samplers with WDFW collected crab whose viscera 
had domoic acid levels as high as 65 parts per million. The tox-
in seems to collect primarily in the viscera and not in the meat,  
leaving some crabbers frustrated. Once the closure was announced, 
they had until June 17 to pull their gear, and none of the crab they 
had caught could be sold.

If such high levels of domoic acid had occurred at any other 
point in the season, fishery managers said they would have been 
more likely to allow the sale of eviscerated crab. But by June, they 
argued, such an order could be difficult to enforce with more small 
individual buyers seeking out whole crab.

None of the crab caught could be sold to Oregon proces-
sors, and as of June 20 the fisheries were still closed in southern  
Washington and were unlikely to reopen.

According to the most recent landing numbers collected 
by WDFW, commercial crabbers had landed just over 7 mil-
lion pounds from when the season opened in December 2014 
through March. It has been a poor season for crab overall, with 
many fishermen reporting low landing numbers per boat. On the  
other hand, prices have been high, starting at an average of 
$3.62 a pound in December and hitting a peak of $8.23 a pound  
in February.

      
Rebuilt stocks: Petrale sole and canary 

rockfish stocks have been rebuilt ahead of 
schedule, the Pacific Fishery Management 
Council announced June 15.

Canary rockfish were declared overfished 
back in 2000 and a rebuilding plan, put in place the next year, has 
dictated much of groundfish fisheries operations on the West Coast 
ever since. Long-lived and slow-growing, canary rockfish popula-
tions are difficult to rebuild and, since they coexist with many other  
fishable rockfish species, difficult to fish around. Their presence has 
limited many fisheries in the last 14 years.

Now, by some estimates, there are six times more canary  
rockfish than in 2000.

Petrale sole, meanwhile, was declared overfished commercially 
in 2010 after an assessment showed the stock had fallen below the 
“overfished” threshold. In 2011, the council implemented a rebuild-
ing plan with the goal of rebuilding the stock by 2016. The June 15 
announcement, then, comes a year ahead of schedule: Petrale sole 
stocks are already over the target level.

“This is a huge achievement and reflects many hard decisions 
by the council and its advisers, as well as difficult sacrifices by 
the fishermen and communities that depend on groundfish,” 
council Chair Dorothy Lowman said in a statement. “While five  
groundfish stocks are still rebuilding, the council looks forward to 
new fishing opportunities based on the fact that these two stocks 
have completely recovered.”

      
Gillnets on Willapa Bay: Gillnetters on Washington’s  

Willapa Bay aren’t sure what the future holds for them following 
the implementation of a new policy for that area that restricts har-
vest and will likely allow for fewer fishing days in certain zones.

The Washington Fish and Wildlife Commission approved the 
new management policy on June 15, and a press release said the 
policy would soon be posted to the WDFW website. As of June 24, 
the final policy had not yet been posted.

The policy goes into effect immediately, replacing an interim 
guidance first published in April. Under the new policy, gillnett-
ers will be limited to a 20 percent mortality rate on wild Chinook 
through 2018, after which the rate will then be stepped down to 14 
percent. According to the press release, though, “If fisheries exceed 
projected levels in any year, WDFW has the authority to reduce the 
next year’s limit by a corresponding amount.”

Gillnetters have been allowed up to roughly 40 percent in past 
years when there have been unexpectedly large returns of fish to 
the three state-run hatcheries there.

In addition to tightening up allowed mortality, WDFW  
also plans to reduce hatchery production of Chinook by 36  
percent. The goal of both these measures – harvest limitation and 
hatchery reductions – is to boost runs of wild fish, state fishery 
managers say.

Local processors and fishermen counter this, saying that there 
are no true wild runs on the Willapa – all the fish are hatchery 
origin or hatchery strays. Still, the Fish and Wildlife Commis-
sion believes the National Marine Fisheries Service could make a  
case for listing if the department continues to fail to meet  
conservation goals on the Willapa – or someone down the road 
could sue NMFS and force such a listing.

The Washington State Legislature’s House Agriculture and  
Natural Resources Committee scheduled a June 25 work  
session on Willapa Bay salmon harvesting and the Endangered  
Species Act.

Katie Wilson is a reporter for the Chinook Observer in Long Beach, Wash.
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required the discharge to occur no  
shallower than 60 feet. An end of season  
survey in 2014 found that the end of the  
discharge pipe was actually at a depth of 
only 3 feet.”

DEC added: “Silver Bay Seafoods has  
taken these violations seriously and resolved all outstanding 
issues. The company has taken additional steps to reduce their 
waste discharge footprint, as well.”

      

Sea lion slaughter: A commercial fishing group and federal 
authorities offered rewards totaling $7,500 for information lead-
ing to a conviction in the case of a Steller sea lion slaughter.

On June 1, the National Marine Fisheries Service received a 
report of several dead Stellers on a beach near Cordova. Biologists 
and law enforcement personnel took a Coast Guard helicopter to 
the remote site and found wounds indicating that the sea lions 
were intentionally killed.

NMFS spokeswoman Julie Speegle declined to say how the sea 
lions died, citing the ongoing investigation.

Killing sea lions is a violation of the Marine Mammal  
Protection Act.

Federal authorities offered a $2,500 reward, and Cordova  
District Fishermen United offered another $5,000. Anonymous 
tips may be left with NOAA Special Agent Glenn Charles at  
(907) 271-1824. 

Wesley Loy is editor of Pacific Fishing magazine and producer of 
Deckboss, a blog on Alaska commercial fisheries.

Icicle sale: After months of speculation, official word came in 
late June that Icicle Seafoods Inc. would be sold in two pieces.

Seattle-based Icicle is one of Alaska’s biggest processors,  
heavily involved in salmon, halibut, pollock, and other fisheries.

The private equity firm Paine & Partners has held Icicle since 
2007, and the sale was long anticipated.

In a June 26 press release out of New York, Paine & Partners 
said Icicle would be sold to two buyers, Convergence Holdings 
Inc. and Dominion Catchers LLC.

“Under the transactions, Convergence will acquire Icicle’s land-
based wild seafood processing and farmed salmon activities, and 
Dominion will acquire the company’s harvesting and processing 
vessels as well as the associated fishing rights,” the press release 
said. “Convergence and Dominion have agreed to enter into long-
term contracts to continue Icicle’s diversified seafood operations 
following the completion of the transactions.”

The sale price was not disclosed. The deal was expected to close  
in August.

Convergence was described as “the latest company established 
by the Indonesia-based Soetantyo family, who has a long history 
in the food and canning industries in Asia and North America.”

“The synergy between Icicle and our Indonesian operations will  
drive future growth and help us better serve our customers in 
North America, Southeast Asia, and worldwide,” a spokesperson 
for Convergence said.

“We used our investments and expertise in the seafood indus-
try to accelerate Icicle’s growth,” said W. Dexter Paine III, of 
Paine & Partners. “In Convergence and Dominion, the company 
will continue to have owners that will work with its management 
and employees to build on its successes.”

      
Inlet Fish deal: North Pacific Seafoods Inc. is acquiring two 

Kenai Peninsula salmon plants from Inlet Fish Producers Inc.
North Pacific, a subsidiary of Marubeni Corp., has reached an 

agreement to buy Inlet’s Kenai and Kasilof plants, a July 1 press 
release from Marubeni said.

No sale price was disclosed.
The two plants will give North Pacific access to strong sockeye 

and pink salmon fishing grounds, Marubeni said.
The press release also noted that North Pacific can supply fresh 

salmon to the U.S. market from the Kenai plant, located near 
Anchorage, the state’s largest city and logistics hub.

North Pacific also has plants at Bristol Bay, Kodiak, and Sitka.
      

Pollution penalty: Sitka-based processor Silver Bay Seafoods 
LLC agreed to pay a $75,000 civil penalty to resolve pollutant  
discharge violations, the Alaska Department of Environmental 
Conservation announced June 15.

The penalty was based in part on the estimated economic ben-
efit that Silver Bay gained by not complying with all requirements 
of its processing permit, DEC said.

“The violations occurred at Silver Bay’s Valdez facility in 
2013 after its 600-foot-long outfall pipe that was discharging 
at a depth of 180 feet was damaged by a vessel anchor,” DEC 
said. “In 2014, the company replaced the line, without DEC 
approval, which resulted in 2.8 million pounds of seafood waste 
being discharged in the wrong location. Silver Bay indicated to  
DEC that the new line was 300 feet long and thought to be 
discharging at 40 feet below the surface. The original permit 

by WESLEY LOYALASKA NOTEBOOK
Processors Icicle Seafoods, Inlet Fish involved in big deals

Responders collect samples from a dead Steller sea lion near Cordova. 
NMFS photo
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Professional Services

Fishing Vessels 
Tug & Barge 
Dredging 
Floating Cranes 
Cargo & Misc. 
New Vessels 
Conversions 
Stability Analysis 

Hockema & Whalen 
Associates

Seattle WA 98107 E-mail: boatstuff@hockema.com 
5450 Leary Avenue NW #252 Tel:  206 365 0919 

N a v a l  A r c h i t e c t s  •  M a r i n e  E n g i n e e r s  

Jackson, Morgan
& Hunt, PLLC

4123 California Ave SW #101

www.jmhseattle.com

Gibbons & Associates, P.S.
MARITIME ATTORNEYS

Proctor in Admiralty
Over 30 years experience

Trials, appeals, mediations, arbitrations
Injury and Wage Claims

Salvage
Collisions

Shipyard Claims
Liens

Contracts
Charter Parties
Joint Ventures

Fisheries
Tug and Barge

Marine Insurance Disputes
Coast Guard Licensed Master

Gibbons & Associates, P.S.
ph 206-381-3340; fax 206-381-3341

cell 206-419-6971
email svg@gibbonslawgroup.com

SE HABLA ESPANOL9309 Glacier Hwy,  Ste. B-200  • Juneau, AK 99801 •   info@ermcpa.com •  www.ermcpa.com

Tax • Accounting • Attest

We Serve
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Buyers of high-quality Alaskan and Canadian 
caught longline halibut and black cod.

We buy in all fishing areas anD  
We offer great prices. 

“Call us today for a quote on your trip!”

MAIN OFFICE:

Phone ...........206-232-5040
Fax ..................206-232-4413
Dana Cell ....206-295-7500
Tyler Cell .....206-354-7717
Dispatch ......4944

BELLINGHAM OFFICE:

Phone ...........360-676-1606
Fax ..................360-671-7855
Tony Cell .....360-739-3656
Dispatch ......5644

Dana f. besecKer co., inc.LET’S DO LAUNCH.

Slip into our Rainier, Oregon shipyard for new 
vessel construction and major conversions. 

Call Carl Smith at 206.281.4731 or 206.953.5615 
or email at casmith@foss.com.

Marine Transportation Services • Harbor Services 
Engineering and Shipyard Services • Liner Barge Services

www.foss.com/shipyards

click
www com

Home of

Updated weekdays for your reading pleasure

Reserve Your 
Classified 

Advertising  
Space
NOW!

Call 206-324-5644, x221

DA WEST / LOADSTAR
(800) DIESEL-1 / 800.343.7351

WWW.DAWEST.COM
DIESEL EQUIPMENT SOLUTIONS

WE’VE GOT THE POWER



PARTIAL LIST/CALL IF YOU DON’T SEE IT!

PACIFIC FISHING   

LISTINGS WANTED!!!

IFQ: ALL AREAS
BOATS: ALL KINDS

PERMITS: ALL TYPES  
 

JOIN OUR LIST OF
SATISFIED CUSTOMERS.

CALL TODAY.
 

BUYERS ARE WAITING.

www.permitmaster.com

—IFQ—

NEW LISTINGS DAILY. CALL FOR QUOTES  
OR CHECK OUT OUR COMPLETE LIST  

ON THE WEB — $/F = FISHED

 

CALL FOR A COMPLETE LIST OF VESSELS FOR SALE
INCLUDING MANY BOAT/PERMIT PACKAGES

Toll Free: 888-588-1001

4302 Whistle Lake Rd • Anacortes, WA 98221

  
  

ONLINE @ www.permitmaster.com  Email: vessels@permitmaster.com Fax: 360-293-4180

IFQs • VESSELS • PERMITS
E X C E P T I O N A L  F U L L  S E R V I C E  B R O K E R A G E

— PERMITS —

THE PERMIT MASTER

HERRING
SITKA SEINE ...................................... $300K
PWS SEINE .......................................... $25K
COOK INLET SEINE ............................... $11K
KODIAK SEINE ...................................... $26K
SE GILLNET .......................................... $12K
KODIAK GILLNET .....................................N/A
NORTON SOUND .................................... $2K
HOONAH POUND .....................................N/A
CRAIG POUND ...................................... $35K
PWS POUND ...........................................N/A
SALMON
S.E. DRIFT ............................................ $95K
PWS DRIFT ........................................ $235K
COOK INLET DRIFT ..................................N/A
COOK INLET SET ...........................$60K/PKG
AREA M DRIFT ................................... $160K
AREA M SET ...................................WANTED
BBAY DRIFT ....................................... $150K
BBAY SET......................................$60K PKG
SE SEINE ........................................... $275K
PWS SEINE ........................................ $205K
COOK INLET SEINE ............................... $87K
KODIAK SEINE ...................................... $43K

CHIGNIK SEINE ................................... $230K
AREA M SEINE ........................................N/A
POWER TROLL ........................................N/A
HAND TROLL ........................................ $12K
PUGET SOUND DRIFT ........................... $25K
PUGET SOUND SEINE ......................... $200K
SHELLFISH
SE DUNGY 300 POT ................................N/A
SE DUNGY 225 POT ........................WANTED
SE DUNGY 150 POT ........................WANTED
SE DUNGY 75 POT ..........................WANTED
SE POT SHRIMP ......................................N/A
KODIAK TANNER <60' .......................... $28K
DIVE
SE GEODUCK ....................................... $68K
SE CUCUMBER ..................................... $23K
MISC.
CHATHAM BLACKCOD .....................WANTED
CAL NEAR SHORE ...........................WANTED
CAL SQUID ......................................WANTED
OR TROLL/37' ...................................... $12K
WA TROLL .......................................WANTED
CAL LOBSTER .................................WANTED
CAL TROLL/42' .................................... $15K

EXCEPTIONAL “FULL” SERVICE
BROKERAGE SAMPLES

ANY# “C” SE BCOD UNBLKD @ WANTED
ANY# "C" SE BCOD BLKD @ WANTED

5,500# “B” WY BCOD BLKD @ $26
5,000# “C” CG BCOD BLKD @ $22

9,000# "C" WG BCOD UNBLKD @ $17
25,000# “B” WG BCOD UNBLKD @ $15.25

9,000# “B” AI BCOD BLKD @ $3
20,000# “B” AI BCOD UNBLKD @ $4

ANY# “C/D” 2C HAL BLKD @ WANTED
ANY# “C” 3A HAL UNBLKD @ WANTED

ANY# “B/C” 3B HAL UNBLKD @ WANTED
20,000# “B” 4D HAL UNBLKED @ $20

P2110M – 50' STEEL COMBO, RIGGED FOR CRAB AND TROLL, 
CAT 3208 MAIN (AND SPARE), TWIN DISC GEAR, 25KW ISUZU 
AUX. PACKS 1320 GAL FUEL. COMPLETE ELECTRONICS. 
PACKAGE INCLUDES BOAT, 300 POTS, 300 POT OREGON 
CRAB LICENSE, SALMON LICENSE AND TUNA HISTORY.  
ASKING $400K.

P2000M – 58 X 16 TOPHOUSE FROSTAD, 8V71 GMC MAIN, 
TWIN DISC GEAR, 3 STATION HYD STEERING, 3500 GAL 
FUEL, 700 WATER. PACKS 80K IN SLUSH IN 3 INSULATED, 
GLASSED HOLDS. BOOM W/TOPPING AND VANGING. ELEC-
TRONICS INCLUDE FURUNO RADAR, RAYTHEON SOUNDER, 
ECHOTEC PLOTTER, FURUNO GPS, WAGNER MK IV PILOT. 
CURRENTLY SET UP FOR LONGLINE. EASY CONVERSION TO 
JUST ABOUT ANYTHING ELSE. BIG GALLEY. STATEROOMS 
IN CABIN AND TOPHOUSE. JUST ADD YOUR GEAR AND GO. 
REDUCED TO $79K. 

P2050M – 54 X 16.2 COMBO, GMC 8V71 MAIN, TWIN DISC 
GEAR, 30KW ISUZU, JUNES CRAB BLOCK ON ARTICULATING 
DAVIT, COILER, BAIT CHOPPER, SPRAY BRINE RSW. ACCOMO-
DATIONS FOR 7, WITH 5 BERTHS IN FOCSLE AND 2 BERTH 
STATEROOM, HEAD W/SHOWER, ELECTRIC GALLEY. COMNAV 
PILOT, JRC SOUNDER, 4 GPS, 36 AND 72 MILE RADARS, VHF'S, 
SSB, SAT PHONE. REDUCED TO $199K.

P2170M – 27 X  8.5  SNOBALL HULL 1979 WITH A VOLVO 41A 
FOR POWER (DIESEL)    ASKING 35K. TRAILER NOT INCLUDED.

P2161M – 32' SUNNFJORD BUILT IN 83, 3208 CAT MAIN, 
TWIN DISC 506 GEAR, 4 AND 6 CUBE HYD PUMPS, MMC 
CONTROLS, 200 FATH SLIDING REEL W/LEVELWIND. NEW 
WIRING, NEW PANEL IN 2012. ALL L.E.D. LIGHTS, HEAD 
W/SHOWER. FURUNO RADAR, GPS, GARMIN PLOTTER,  
COMNAV PILOT. HARD CHINE, STABLE SEABOAT. ASKING 
ONLY $85K.

P2173M – 57 X 16.2 COMBO BUILT BY SAGSTAD, GMC 
12V71 MAIN, TWIN DISC GEAR, ISUZU AUX, INSERT TANK 
HOLDS 18.5K W/EXTENSION, READY FOR CRAB. COMPLETE 
ELECTRONICS. BOAT ONLY $137.5K. 300 POT OREGON 
PERMIT AVAILABLE. OR CONSIDER TRADE OF BOAT AND 
PERMIT FOR 500 POT WASHINGTON PERMIT.

P2172M – 42 X 12.5 HEAVY DUTY TROLLER BUILT IN 1960, 
JOHN DEERE 6068 MAIN W/4300 HOURS, TWIN DISC GEAR, 
7.5KW AUX, HYD ANCHOR WINCH, HYD CAPSTAN FOR POLES, 
3 SPOOL GURDIES, INSULATED/FIBERGLASSED HOLD.  
EXTENSIVE ELECTRONICS. ASKING $60K.

P2124M – 48' TROYER COMBO, RIGGED FOR CRAB AND 
LONGLINE. 855 CUMMINS MAIN, TWIN DISC GEAR, 40KW 
JOHN DEERE, 18 TON IMS RSW. DECK GEAR INCLUDES 
MARCO LONGLINE SYSTEM, 18" HAULER, MARCO CRAB 
BLOCK, HYD BAIT CHOPPER. COMPLETE ELECTRON-
ICS. LOTS OF RECENT UPGRADES. REDUCED TO $275K.  
MOTIVATED.
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The F/V Morgan  
is ready to fish 

your IFQs!
The F/V Morgan is a 32' Delta, available 
to fish all classes of quota in all areas. 
It’s a like-new, fully-equipped, clean, 
and comfortable boat. Professional 
crew with 15+ years experience in 
the fishery. Flexible schedule and 
competitive rates. No #2s, best prices. 
For more information, contact 
Jonathan Pavlik  •  (907) 314-0714 Cell  •  (907) 784-3032 Home

AVAILABLE TO HARVEST YOUR IFQS!

Contact Norman @ 509-675-0304 or alaskanorm@centurylink.net

We deliver quality product!
F/V Sherrie Marie, 61’ Steel long-
liner, available for hired skipper and 
walk-ons. 30+ years experience 
in fishery. Excellent, fully equipped 
boat, seasoned professional crew 
with HIGH QUALITY standards. 
All fish is delivered bled and iced. 
Competitive rates and references.

800-992-4960  907-235-4966
UPDATED LISTINGS ON THE WEB

PO BOX 505, HOMER ALASKA 99603
Alaska Boats & Permits, Inc.

FULL SERVICE MARINE BROKERAGE
FAX: 907-235-4965 E-MAIL: abp@acsalaska.net

IFQs PERMITS VESSELS

www.alaskaboat.com

Fast, comfortable, and as fun as 
possible. Ready to fish 2c 3a  

halibut, southeast cod and west 
yak. Very competitive rates! 15 

years experience and a solid crew.  
Please call Anthoney Sine,  

(907) 738-0936

F/V FORTUNE  
looking to catch 

your IFQs:

TWIN DISC MarINe TraNSMIS-
sions, Caterpillar and Cummins Engines 
& parts. New and rebuilt, biggest selection 
of used ENG & Gear parts in the world 
available. Worldwide shipping. Best pric-
ing. Call Steve at Marine Engine & Gear 
781-837-5424 or email at twindiscgears@
verizon.net

Run as is

Please make changes as indicated

May 09 Fishermen’s News

Currency
Fisheries LLC

Drum Drives & Bait Cutters

Ilia Kuzmin
907-299-1818

kuzmini1818@gmail.com

P.O. Box 3433 • Homer, AK 99603

Drum Drives that replace  
the old KRD Drive

Pacific Fishing Aug ‘15

(206)789-5101
(800)683-0297

See all our listings at www.dockstreetbrokers.com.

Dock Street Brokers

Selling your boat?
Low 5% Commission
Non-Exclusive Listing  

You retain the right 
to sell your own vessel.

We are here to help with 
all your vessel, permit              

or IFQ needs.

IFQ Sellers 
Wanted!

We have buyers looking 
for 2C, 3A, 3B and 4A 

halibut.  Buyers are also 
looking for SE, CG and 

WY  black cod.

SE15-008  54’x15’x7’ fiberglass 
seiner built by LeClercq in 1988.  
Twin Lugger 614TA 550hp mains 
with Twin Disk 511 gears.  (3) fuel 
tanks with a total capacity of 1,600 
gallons.  (2) water tanks with total 
capacity of 450 gallons.  (2) fish 
holds with a total capacity of 45,000 
lbs in RSW.  Asking $850,000.

SE15-009  58’x17’x7’ fiberglass 
seiner built by Hansen in 1989.  
Lugger L6140A 550 hp main 
with Twin Disk 511 2:1 gear.  (2) 
insulated RSW fish holds.  (2) gen 
sets.  2,200 gallon fuel and 600 
gallon water capacities.  Electronics 
include radar, GPS, sounder, plotter, 
(2) VHF, SSB, two meter, auto pilot, 
and computer.  Asking $1,100,000.

BP15-005  32’x13’ aluminum All-
American bowpicker, built in 1994. 
230 hp Volvo KAD42B diesel with 
duoprop outdrive. Power roller and 
drum. Dickinson stove, Norcold 
refrigerator. Lightly used, nice 
condition.  Asking $80,000.

UT15-006  45’x14’x7.5’ aluminum 
utility boat built by Technical 
Marine Fabrication in 1979.  Twin 
CAT 3406B 425hp mains with Twin 
Disc 514 1.5:1 gears.  Westerbeke 
6kw gen set.  Most recently used 
as a dive vessel for underwater 
salvage.  Crane mounted on aft 
deck near transom.  Ready to go 
to work.  Asking $95,000.
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FisherySpecies Asking Price* Offer*

Prices in AUGUST vary in accordance with market conditions. *In thousands
+ denotes an increase from last month. N/A denotes No Activity.
– denotes a decrease from last month.

By Mike Painter and the Permit Master

State 
Value*

Alaska Entry Permit Prices
(as of 8-1-15)

Gillnet: All of the Bay permits priced below $150k sold before fishing started.  
That may be the high point for rest of the year if fishing doesn’t pick up. Nothing 
new in SE permits since fishing started. Same with PWS, where activity dropped 
off. New listings were coming on the market at $220k. Cook Inlet permits were 
available as low as $68k. No new activity in Area M permits.

Seine: SE permits were available as low as $275k. PWS permits were available 
as low as $170k. Asking prices for Cook Inlet permits are as low as $75k. Kodiak 
permits leveled off at $40k.

Troll: Alaska Power Troll permits ended up right around $40k as the king season 
opened. Hand Troll permits were available at around $12k. Interest in lower 48 
permits dropped off as summer fishing started.

BOX   score

 SALMON

 S SE DRIFT 95 94 93.3+

 S PWS DRIFT 220 210 220.5-

 S COOK INLET DRIFT 68- 67 67.3+

 S AREA M DRIFT 138 100 119.5

 S BRISTOL BAY DRIFT 150+ 130- 150.5-

 S SE SEINE 275 250 278.8+

 S PWS SEINE 170- 160- 176.8-

 S COOK INLET SEINE 75+ 50 86

 S KODIAK SEINE 40 38 39.8-

 S CHIGNIK SEINE 205 180 227.5

 S AREA M SEINE 55 50 56.9

 S YAKUTAT SET 16 12 18.9-

 S COOK INLET SET 15- 13 15.5

 S AREA M SET NET 65+ 55 55.6

 S BRISTOL SET NET 38 35 38.6-

 S LOWER YUKON 9.5 9 9.9

 S POWER TROLL 41 40 40.3+

 S HAND TROLL 12 11 11.4+

 HERRING

 H SE GILLNET 12 10 13.4

 H KODIAK GILLNET 5 5 5

 H SITKA SEINE 300 250+ 243.3

 H PWS SEINE 25 20 30.9

 H COOK INLET SEINE 11 8- 16.8

 H KODIAK SEINE 26 20 30.3

 H SE POUND SOUTH 35 30 35.6

 H SE POUND NORTH 38 25 43.1

 H PWS POUND 6 5 3.5

 SHELLFISH

 S SE DUNGY 75 POT 18 17 15.4

 S SE DUNGY 150 POT 35+ 32 33.3+

 S SE DUNGY 225 POT 50 47 50+

 S SE DUNGY 300 POT 65 60 49.8

 S SE POT SHRIMP 22 20 22-

 S KODIAK TANNER <60 24 22 29.7

 S PUGET SOUND DUNGY 150 140 N/A

 S WASHINGTON DUNGY 1,500-3,500/FT 1,500-3,000/FT N/A

 S OREGON DUNGY 1,500-3,500/FT 1,250-3,000/FT N/A

 S CALIFORNIA DUNGY 200-600/POT 200-600/POT N/A

 SE ALASKA DIVE

 SE AK Dive URCHIN 4 3 2.4

 SE AK Dive CUCUMBER 23- 20- 25.3

 SE AK Dive GEODUCK 70 65 82.6

Northwest FCS Customer Stuart Schuttpelz

We’re a trusted financial cooperative. As a 

customer-owner, you have a voice and vote 

in how we do business. Plus, when we do 

well we share profits with you in the form of 

patronage. No bank does this. 

Visit northwestfcs.com/fisheries 
or call 206.691.2000.

Vessels

Quotas

Operating lines of credit

This institution is an equal opportunity provider and employer.
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Halibut & Sablefish IFQ Prices
Recent market activity in halibut and sablefish quota shares

Species
Regulatory

Area
Vessel 

Category*
Poundage 
(thousands)

Status 
(blocked/

unblocked)

Ask
(per pound) 

Low High

Offer
(per pound) 

Low High

NOTE:  Halibut prices reflect net weight, sablefish round weight. Pricing for leased shares  
 is expressed as a percentage of gross proceeds. ** Too few to characterize.

*Vessel Categories:  A = freezer boats   B = over 60’   C = 35’-60’   D = < 35’

By Mike Painter and the Permit Master

The sky’s the limit for Halibut quota share prices. A block of 2C would go for north 
of $50, if you could find one. 3A unblocked has hit $50. Blocks of 3A are in the 
high $40s. 3B is now $30 or better, headed toward $40. 4A would be at least $20, 
if there was any. 

Sablefish prices are creeping up as the desirable pieces get bought up. Most of 
the SE is gone. There is a little WY available and CG is starting to move and disap-
pear. WG is starting to move as well, but prices are still a little soft there. There is 
quite a bit of AI/BS available, but not much interest.

 H 2C D 1-10 B 44.00-48.00 44.00-48.00

 H 2C C/B 1-3 B 46.00-48.00 46.00-48.00

 H 2C C/B 4-10 B 48.00-50.00 48.00-50.00

 H 2C C/B ANY U 52.00 52.00

 H 2C A  B/U 54.00 52.00

 H 3A D  B/U 40.00-47.00 37.00-42.00

 H 3A C/B 1-5 B 44.00-48.00 44.00-46.00

 H 3A C/B 5-10 B 48.00-50.00 46.00-48.00

 H 3A C/B >10 U 50.00-52.00 49.00-50.00

 H 3A A  B/U 52.00 52.00

 H 3B D  B 26.00-30.00 24.00-38.00

 H 3B C/B 1-10 B 30.00-38.00 26.00-30.00

 H 3B C/B >10 U 37.00-40.00 30.00-32.00

 H 3B A  B/U N/A 36.00

 H 4A D  B/U 15.00-20.00 15.00-18.00

 H 4A C/B 1-10 B 20.00-26.00 20.00-24.00

 H 4A C/B >10 B 26.00-30.00 24.00-26.00

 H 4A C/B >10 U 30.00 26.00-28.00

 H 4B/C/D C/B 1-10 B 10.00-16.00 10.00-12.00

 H 4B/C/D C/B >10 B/U 16.00-20.00 12.00-16.00

 S SE C/B 1-10 B 22.00-26.00 21.00-24.00

 S  SE C/B >10 U 27.00-30.00 25.00-27.00

 S SE A  B/U 32.00 30.00

 S WY C/B 1-10 B 23.00-28.00 20.00-24.00

 S WY C/B >10 U 28.00-30.00 25.00-27.00

 S WY A  B/U 30.00 30.00

 S CG C/B 1-10 B 20.00-25.00 18.00-20.00

 S CG C/B >10 U 24.00-26.00 22.00-24.00

 S CG A  B/U 30.00 25.00

 S WG C/B 1-10 B 11.00-14.00 10.00-12.00

 S WG C/B >10 B 13.00-14.00 10.00-12.00

 S WG C/B/A >10 U 14.00-16.00 12.00-14.00

 S AI C/B/A  B/U 1.50-4.00 1.00-3.00

 S BS C/B  B/U 1.50-5.00 1.00-4.00

 S BS A  B/U 5.00-7.00 5.00

TANZA
One of the last unmolested examples 
of a true B.C. classic, built in 1951 at  
Harbour Boat Builders in Vancouver B.C. 
No costs have been spared in mainte-
nance or repairs and she is maintained 
to a very high standard. It is currently 
powered by a 6L3B Gardner main, with 
a V3300 Kabota auxillary, and has just 
completed a CSI home trade II inspec-
tion. This vessel has never been offered 
on the open market.
Price: $450,000 for stand alone L tab with 1,000 pounds of halibut quota, or $300,000 
for vessel alone. For further inquery go to www.sointulapowerproducts.com, or call Richie 
at (250) 949-0922.

Choose HOMER for your boat work

www.homermarinetrades.com
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FOR SALE
Lightboat for sale with permit boat is also a 
solid fiberglass Coast Guard certified charter 
boat priced to sell quickly $675,000 dollars call 
Don (949) 279-9369.

ç FOR SALE
Commercial squid light boat with permit. Priced 
below market value. $429,000. Call Donny  
(949) 279-9369.

WANTED
California near-shore permit needed. Right away! 
Buyer has cash. Please call Don. (949) 279-9369.

FOR SALE - ALASKA LEGACY
1990 - 50 Little Hoquiam seiner, currently located 
in Cordova, Ak. Twin Lugger 460 engines, approx 
11k hrs. 35kw Isuzu gen. 60k cap. in main hold/
Sunday hold. Complete list of amenities and copy 
of survey at www.alaskalegacy.org. $750,000 
obo. (907) 748-5578 or (907) 748-5579.

F/V WESTERN FREEDOM
We want to harvest your sablefish IFQ. Family 
owned, experienced captain and crew. MARCO 
AutoBaiter, lots of media, sauna, good food. 
Guaranteed quality harvest experience. Contact 
Garrett Elwood. Cell: (425) 345-8301. Home: 
(425) 259-2731.

FOR SALE - F/V PACIFIC SON
1993 37' fiberglass Troller. 6 cylinder John Deere 
engine with Twin Disc reduction gear. Two radars, 
4 gps plotters, two depth sounders and Comnav 
auto pilot. Hydraulic anchor puller and 4 spool 
simplex gurdiies. Current safety equipment. 
$140,000 including OR troll permit. Mike Becker 
(541) 574-6985, or Mark Newell (541) 270-4715. 

FOR SALE
California Market Squid Boat. Boat holds 75 
ton of RSW squid. Priced to sell quickly. Comes 
with market and captain. Great producer every 
year. Price is 3.1 million including net and  
skiff. Recent survey and recently painted. New 
machinery and hydraulics in last few years. 
Call Don (949) 279-9369.

FOR SALE
Have two California light-market Brail Boat 
licenses for sale. Call Don. (949) 279-9369. 
Prices reduced to $250,000 U.S. dollars.

GENERAL MANAGER WANTED
Southern SE Regional Aquaculture Association (SSRAA) is soliciting interest 

for the General Manager position which will be open in January 2016. SSRAA is 
a nonprofit regional aquaculture association operating the equivalent of 6 salmon 
hatcheries in southern SE Alaska.

The General Manager works at the will of the SSRAA Board of Directors and 
directly supervises a Production Manager, Operational Manager, and Research/
Evaluation Manager. 

The primary responsibility of the SSRAA General Manager is the general wellbe-
ing of the organization, including: developing an annual budget proposal; coordi-
nation of all programs and activities with the state and federal agencies including: 
oversight of SSRAA’s cost recovery harvest activities and the real time manage-
ment of cost recovery and common property fisheries in the Neets Bay SHA; and, 
all contracts with other parties and any legal matter involving the organization.

Applicants must have: familiarity with Alaska salmon fisheries, salmon  
management, and salmon enhancement; successful experience in administration 
and supervision; direct experience in salmon enhancement in Alaska or the Pacific 
Northwest; a Bachelor’s degree in a field related to fisheries or business adminis-
tration (advanced degree is helpful); and, a successful work history (working with 
a strong Board of Directors is helpful).

The primary work station is in Ketchikan. Frequent travel is required in Alaska 
with occasional trips through the Pacific Northwest. Some fieldwork is helpful, but 
not required. 

Pay is similar to that of similar positions and as such is negotiable and  
dependent on experience.

Please respond by 15 August. Address inquiries to John Burke, SSRAA, 14 
Borch Street, Ketchikan, AK 99901; johnb@ssraa.org, or call (907) 225 9605.

WWOOFISH.COM
TONS OF FISHING JOB SEEKER ADS

Ads are FREE for captains and crewmen

FOR SALE
20m ex Navy tugboat in good condition. Needs 
engine to be installed. 12 cylinder Mitsubishi 
on deck. Firm $200,000.00 Canadian. Call  
Scott Dunn, cell: (250) 218-4312, home:  
(250) 338-9098.

FOR SALE
Have multiple squid light permits priced to sell 
quickly. $199,000 dollars or make offer. Call 
Donny (949) 279-9369.

FOR SALE
54 ton California market squid purse permit. 
Never been upgraded. Priced to sell quickly. $1.3 
million. Call Don (949) 279-9369.
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è Jessyca Brubaker, a deckhand on the M/V Ballyhoo, shows off 
a nice Chinook while tendering salmon this season near Sand 
Point, Alaska. The captain, Larry Funner, took the photo and 
said of Jessyca: “Always happy and willing to work. Not afraid to 
do anything.” 

é Hailley Myers, a commercial salmon setnetter at Yakutat, 
Alaska, holds onto a spiny dogfish. Her father, Casey Mapes, sent 
the photo to Pacific Fishing. Fishermen are seeing no short-
age of dogfish, said Mapes, himself a Yakutat setnetter. “We are 
plagued with these things at times during the summer,” he said. 
“So thick they wipe out all our nets.” He said Hailley has fished her 
own Yakutat setnet permit for four years now. “Hailley is proud to 
be a fisherwoman … and me? Well, I’m just a proud dad!”
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Kelley commentary continued from page 5

Electronic monitoring continued from page 11

Fast facts:
• The Alaskan troll fleet has harvested Chinook, coho, and 

chum salmon in state and federal waters off the coast of 
Alaska since the late 1880s. The Alaska Trollers Association 
has represented trollers since 1925.

• The troll fishery is one of the largest salmon fisheries in 
Alaska, and 85 percent of the permit holders are residents, 
with the remaining 15 percent primarily made up of Wash-
ington, Oregon, and California state residents.

• Roughly one of every 40 people in Southeast Alaska works 
on a troll boat, and in most towns the majority of com-
mercial fishermen are trollers.

• The troll fleet delivers premium quality salmon worth tens 
of millions of dollars ex-vessel each year. King salmon typi-
cally make up half or more of those earnings. Millions of 
tax dollars are extracted to assist the state general fund, 
communities, and hatchery programs around the region. 
Thousands of additional jobs are generated each year in 
the processing and support sectors.

capacity issues.”
Much of the work to develop an EM solution for Alaska has 

been supported by funding from the NFWF through grants 
to organizations like ALFA and the North Pacific Fisheries  
Association in Homer, ALFA said.

“Without the support of the National Fish and Wildlife  
Foundation and the Alaska congressional delegation, Alaska 
would not be at the EM implementation stage,” said Linda 
Behnken, ALFA’s executive director.

Pre-implementation next year: The North Pacific Council is 
now targeting 2016 for pre-implementation of EM systems on 
small boats, ALFA said.

The continued support from NFWF has been critical to  
leveraging the additional funds from NMFS needed to com-
plete the process, Falvey said.

“The new grant funds will be combined with NMFS funding 
to deploy EM video equipment on up to 120 vessels over the 
two-year pre-implementation period,” he said.

Vessel owners interested in registering for the 2016 EM  
program had a July 27 deadline to contact NMFS.

The North Pacific Council is expected to approve final details 
of the EM program in October, ALFA said.

Here are the other NFWF grant awards:
• Midwater Trawlers Cooperative, $271,710 for “integrat-

ing electronic monitoring into the West Coast groundfish fleet 
(California, Oregon, and Washington).”

• Sea State Inc., $235,737 for “open-source software  
platform for shipboard electronic monitoring of fisheries (Alaska,  
Oregon, and Washington).”

• CLS America, $1.7 million for “electronic reporting in the 
Gulf of Mexico charter boat fleet.”

• The Nature Conservancy, $300,000 for “electronic monitor-
ing for New England’s groundfish fishery.”

The five grants for 2015, totaling $3 million, will be matched 
by more than $1.46 million in additional support from the 
grantees, NFWF said.  

– Wesley Loy

thousands of unspawned hatchery kings were wasted. Another 
massive run is predicted for 2015. It’s tragic to consider the wan-
ton waste of this highly prized source of food. All our fleet wants 
is a scientifically defensible number that cares for the resource and  
provides a fair harvest share. Sadly, some folks to the south 
would rather destroy these magnificent fish by letting five times 
the escapement goal return to a drought-stricken river than see 
one more of them taken by Alaskan and Canadian fishermen.

The Pacific Salmon Treaty was signed in 1985 with 
the goal of rebuilding salmon runs from Oregon to Alas-
ka and distributing the benefits among all West Coast 
fishermen. At treaty signing, many stocks were signifi-
cantly depressed. Today, the stocks that migrate to Alas-
ka are considered rebuilt and healthy, yet this year ’s  
king salmon quota is nearly 30,000 fish under Alaska’s original 
rebuilding quota of 263,000.

It’s unconscionable for the PSC to allow this number 
to stand. The model underpins the entire Chinook agree-
ment, and it is seriously malfunctioning to the detriment 
of Alaska and Canada. Not only is this yet another broken 
treaty promise, but it puts at risk the health of our indus-
try and regional communities. The Chinook Technical Com-
mittee should be put back to work immediately, to right 
what’s wrong here and get a more realistic handle on the  

quota before the fishing season is over.
The next generation of trollers is just beginning to take the 

wheel of the fishery. It’s an exciting time, and there is lots of 
optimism on the docks, particularly with these big runs of fish. 
It’s just wrong to stifle such hope and enthusiasm with bad  
science and politics!  
Dale Kelley is executive director of the Alaska Trollers Association and 
has represented trollers in state, federal, and international arenas for 27 
years. When not chained to her desk or in a meeting, she feels fortunate 
to deckhand on a troll boat out of a small town in Southeast Alaska. 

The National Marine Fisheries Service announced its intent 
to prepare an environmental impact statement (EIS) for a 
bycatch management program for Gulf of Alaska trawl ground-
fish fisheries.

“The bycatch management program would replace a derby-
style fishery with a program that allocates allowable harvest 
to individuals, cooperatives, or other entities,” NMFS said in a 
July 14 press release.

NMFS and the North Pacific Fishery Management Council 

“have determined the preparation of an EIS may be required 
for this bycatch management program because some important 
aspects of the proposed action on target and bycatch species 
and their users may be uncertain or unknown and may result in 
significant impacts on the human environment not previously 
analyzed,” the release said.

The agency is taking public comments through Aug. 28. Find 
more details at tinyurl.com/ory2rxg.  

Agency proposes EIS for Gulf of Alaska trawl bycatch program
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