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®

InsIde:

Questions for Alaska fish commish : Page 12

ON THE COVER: Joshua Roper took this fairly chilly  
photo as F/V Saga fished for opilio in the ice.

Turmoil for SF herring fishermen : Page 15

Don McManman

MSC insults seiners : Page 18

Walmart wars : Page 17

Eighth 
Commandment

The truth is a notion sufficiently worthy to be written down more than 3,000 
years ago: “Thou shall not bear false witness.” 

Yet, there are some folks who don’t know the Eighth Commandment, and 
they’re attacking your business.

In October, we had an article about a faceless rumor campaign that says  
radiation from the Fukushima fiasco is poisoning the fish you try to sell. 

It’s a lie, of course.
We showed fairly conclusively that activists are doctoring information from 

NOAA. They’ve taken a NOAA chart designed to show tsunami activity and say 
it shows the killing tendrils of radiation from Fukushima to you.

That they had to resort to such ham-handed subterfuge speaks volumes about 
the weakness of their argument. 

These are people who so hate nuclear power that they’ll sacrifice truth —  
and you.

They got to CBS News a few weeks ago. 
Just one excerpt: Some radiation has arrived in northern Alaska and along the 

west coast. That’s raised concern over contamination of fish and wildlife. More may be  
heading toward coastal communities like Haines and Skagway.

Hogwash!
And here’s one comment from a CBS fan about the damage your fish can 

cause children: You realize if cancers are already developing, there’s a huge exposure. 
There were also stories from an M.D. out of Japan talking about how children are having 
uncontrollable nosebleeds and hair loss. This is radiation sickness.

Alas, Pacific Fishing isn’t read by the CBS mullahs. Nor is it apparently read by 
anonymous fans eager to publically illustrate their ignorance while commenting 
on the CBS site. 

At about the same time CBS was talking Fukushima and West Coast fish, 
the Canadian Broadcasting Corp. announcers were solemnly quoting a retired  
professor in Alaska proclaiming his doubts about your catch:

John Kelley, a professor emeritus at the University of Alaska Fairbanks, says he’s not 
sure contamination will reach dangerous levels for humans but says without better data, 
who will know?

Health departments and independent labs in the U.S. and Canada have said 
your fish is safe to eat. 

But people often don’t believe experts when a rumor is so juicy: Bleeding  
children, scientists cowering amid their uncertainties, an alien force that can’t be 
seen, heard, or felt.

You can bet that right now, more than a few of your neighbors have heard 
the rumor and believed it. When it comes to the next grocery store visit, they’ll 
pause: Beef or fish?

Fighting a whispering campaign isn’t easy, especially if one of the  
whisperers is CBS News. You can only fight a corrosive lie the same way it got 
spread: person by person.

We normally don’t give away our work. But we’ve set up our October  
Fukushima coverage as a free reprint on the Web: go to www.pacificfishing.
com/PF_Nuke-Story.pdf.

Here’s just one quote we had from an Oregon State University professor:  
Worrying about these traces is like worrying you’ll get sunburned by the stars at night. 
Distance and dilution are massive.

Simple message. Spread it.

Pacific Fishing editor Don McManman at one time was a qualified nuclear worker at 
the Columbia Generating Station and got to know quite a bit about the possible threats 
by radiation.
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Keeping upYoUr BUSINESS

It’s FRee! It’s dAILY!*
It’s the best commercial fishing news digest 
available in the North Pacific. Here’s some of 
what you missed by not reading Fish Wrap.

*FishWrap

*you can subscribe to Fish Wrap by sending an email to circulation@nwpublishingcenter.com. Write your first 
name, your last name, and the words “Fish Wrap.” do it now, before you go another month without Fish Wrap.

Bristol driftnet permit values up: The September report 
puts the value of a Bristol Bay driftnet permit at $100,700. That’s 
up from the $95,000 permit value recorded back in August.  
– KDLG, Dillingham

Harbor closes after tender sinks: The fishing vessel Neptune 
has sunk in the Haines harbor, the U.S. Coast Guard reports.  
– Pacific Fishing columnist Wesley Loy, writing in his blog, Deckboss

Fishermen get Obamacare help: An umbrella organiza-
tion that represents 36 Alaska commercial fishing organizations is 
working to help fishermen work through the complicated process 
of meeting the “Individual Mandate” requirement of the Affordable 
Care Act. – KDLG, Dillingham

B.C. herring comeback hatched: The society plans to install 
plastic wrappings on as many as 20 pilings at Fisherman’s Wharf 
— by Granville Island — before herring enter the area to spawn 
in February and March. – (Victoria) Times Colonist

No fish scuttles B.C. salmon seller: A local smoked salmon 
business has shut down this year but is hoping to be able to reopen 
next year. – Terrace Standard

Pebble laying off: The group behind the proposed Pebble Mine 
is laying off workers after one of the partners in the controversial 
project pulled out. – Alaska Public Radio

Otter study ending: Overall, Hoyt says southern Southeast 
is seeing an otter population that is growing exponentially but 
that growth isn’t the same in every area, and neither is their diet.  
– Matt Lichtenstein, reporting for KFSK, Petersburg

Already-eaten fish recalled: “The likelihood that they’ll recover 
much of the smoked product is pretty slight, because it probably 
will have been eaten.” – Robert Woolsey, reporting for KCAW, Sitka

Tsunami debris carries invaders: John Chapman, an inva-
sive species biologist who studies tsunami debris at Oregon State  
University, said the mussels could threaten the local B.C. habitat. 
– CBC Radio

Woman missing off Charleston: Crews rescued the men and 
their dog off the north jetty of Coos Bay. – Emily Thornton, reporting 
for The (Coos Bay) World

Prowler boat christened: The first large commercial fishing 
vessel built in Alaska has been christened. – Anchorage Daily News

Alaska salmon near certification: Another step has 
been taken towards getting Alaska’s commercial salmon fisheries 
recertified as sustainable by the Marine Stewardship Council.  
– Mike Mason, reporting for KDLG, Dillingham

Snow crab TAC: The Alaska Department of Fish and Game 
announced a Bering Sea snow crab total allowable catch (TAC) of 
just under 54 million pounds for the 2013-14 season. Pacific Fishing 
columnist Wesley Loy, writing in his blog, Deckboss

Southeast’s ‘blue economy’: Southeast Alaska’s maritime 

economy provides more than a quarter of the wages paid in the 
region. – Ed Schoenfeld, reporting for KRBD, Ketchikan

Shutdown hurts Kenai Peninsula: The email message 
was sent to approximately 120 commercial visitor services that  
represent the gamut of businesses that use the refuge, from 
river guides to horse-packing services to air taxi operators.  
– Sara Hardan, reporting for the (Kenai) Peninsula Clarion

Myths about sport fishing: In some areas, anglers catch 
more of certain species of fish than commercial fishermen do.  
– Lee Crockett, writing for National Geographic

Stop Dungeness fishery: “I am advocating that, as a  
community, we request that the Board of Fish immediately 
close the waters of Southeast Alaska to commercial harvest of  
Dungeness crab.” – John Norton, writing in the Juneau Empire

B.C. miners raise Alaska ire: “This is the latest in a series of 
selective and self-serving disclosures from Chieftain that do not 
provide a complete and accurate picture to potential investors.”  
– Rivers Without Borders

Understanding SE estuaries: In fact, we see the estuary as 
a nursery ground for juveniles of lots of species, such as salmon 
and other commercially valuable fish and shellfish. – Dave Albert,  
interviewed on Alaska Public Radio

Hatcheries may kill kings: Since 1970, the combined efforts 
of the U.S., Canada, and other Pacific Rim countries have increased 
the number of hatchery-raised salmon released into the Pacific 
from 500 million to 5 billion fish. – Les Palmer, writing in the (Kenai) 
Peninsula Clarion

Fishing needs health insurance: Some in the industry say  
the cost and lack of access to comprehensive health insurance is a 
barrier to new fishermen and an ongoing concern for those already 
in the business. – Matt Kichtenstein, reporting for KFSK, Petersburg

Trading salmon for kilowatts: With this dam, the state  
administration and Alaska Energy Authority are asking Alaskans 
to choose between electricity and our wild resources — between 
salmon or lights. – Doug Smith, writing for the Juneau Empire

Salmon bow out: There were no commercial Chinook salmon 
fisheries in the Arctic, Yukon, or Kuskokwim areas, the department 
said. – Pat Forgey, reporting for Alaska Dispatch

Fisherman before Senate: “I’m a small businessman in a big 
ocean with big bills. I need to go fishing,” Colburn said during a  
Friday hearing of the Senate Commerce Committee. – Crabber Keith 
Colburn, quoted by Pacific Fishing columnist Wesley Loy, writing in 
his blog, Deckboss

Fisherman medevaced to Cold Bay: A Coast Guard Air  
Station Kodiak MH-60 Jayhawk helicopter crew, forward deployed in 
Cold Bay, medevaced an ailing fisherman from the 210-foot fishing  
vessel Alaska Juris near Cold Bay Sunday. – U.S. Coast Guard



Courtesy Craig Babington 
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YoUr BUSINESS Marketing



 

 

START A hAlIbut’s journey to the kItChen
Here’s one halibut’s 
journey this summer 
from boat to table, 
via the values-driven 
supply chain knitted 
together by the San 
Francisco Community 
Fishing Association 
and Local Catch  
Monterey Bay. 
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FINISH

 Lat: 37°48'35.42"N Long: 122°25'6.08"W
 halibut caught off San Francisco by SFcFA member  

capt. Mike Mitchell is unloaded at Pier 45. As the fish is 
hoisted onto the docks, SFcFA representatives write  
members a fish ticket, often paying a slight premium on 
average dock price. 

 inside the San Francisco Fishing Association warehouse,  
President larry collins (left) and local catch Monterey Bay 
founder Alan lovewell negotiate on a price for halibut.

 Lat: 37° 2'39.60"N Long: 122° 1'30.19"W
 After trucking the fish to a restaurant near Santa cruz, 

lovewell fillets the fish with local catch staff members  
Zack koehn and greg young. 

 Lat: 36°38'58.20"N Long: 121°47'31.87"W
 local catch drops the fish at distribution points through-

out the Monterey Bay area: markets, stores, schools, and  
peoples homes.

 Lat: 36°35'56.67"N Long:  121°53'49.14"W
 Jack kittinger grabs his halibut share from a cooler at a 

home near Monterey. kittinger and other members can pay 
$20 for 1 to 1-1/2 pounds of fish per week. 

 Lat:  36°36'32.86"N Long: 121°54'8.63"W
 At the kittinger house, Jimi helps prepare his family’s  

halibut fillets.

A hAlIbut’s journey to the kItChen

On historic Pier 45 in the heart of San Fran-
cisco, the 2-year-old San Francisco Community  
Fishing Association (SFCFA) is shaking up busi-
ness as usual by becoming the buyer of choice 
for its members’ fish — ensuring that fishermen 
have a fair price and year-end profit-sharing by 
increasingly owning more of the supply chain. 

Better than dock price: This spring and  
summer, the association moved a huge run of 
Sacramento River salmon, as well as halibut. 
It has also sold members’ crab, tuna, and black 
cod in past seasons. With the help of nonprofit  
Ecotrust, the association has leased a hoist,  
freezers, and warehouse space and bought fork 
trucks to move product. And it has taken over 
maintenance and vending of the Port of San  

San Francisco  
co-op establishes 

a model for  
“fair fish”

continued on page 8
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TITANIUM TURBO CHILLERS 
THE WAVE OF THE FUTURE! 

RSW’S FROM 1TON TOTE CHILLERS TO 100TON SPLIT PACKS! 
PLATE FREEZING, BRINE FREEZING, BLAST FREEZING 

visit us at  

PACIFIC MARINE EXPO 
booth 1249 

by OAKLEY BROOKS
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YoUr BUSINESS Marketing continued from page 7

Francisco’s ice machine, which worked only 
intermittently in the past. Most importantly, 
the 19-member co-op matches and often 
exceeds the average dock price.

At the end of the year, remaining profits 
from fish sales, unloading fees, and ice sales 
are returned to members. The group paid 
out healthy profit-sharing in 2011 and near-
ly doubled shares at the end of 2012. Mean-
while, the co-op has lobbied for consistent 
flows in the Sacramento River and for crab 
pot limits, and it has tested experimental 
vertical hook-and-line gear with limited 
permits for rock cod this summer. 

Fair trade: “We’re really establishing fair 
trade on the docks of San Francisco,” said 
Larry Collins, president of the San Francisco 
co-op. “Fishermen benefit when they own 
their product further up the distribution 
chain. We want to make sure independent 
fishermen can make a living; we want to 
grow infrastructure to make sure they can 
freely get product to market; and we want 
to ensure that the state and industry are  
taking care of fish stocks for the long term.”

the fresh sheet.
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Autoline Coastal™ 
System
• Boat size: from approx. 30 feet

• Crew: 3-5   

• Number of hooks: approx. 8.000 to  
 30.000 hooks 

• Hook type: EZ 11 - 15/0 and Circle 12 - 14/0 

• Line: Ø 5.5 - 9.5mm 

• Baiting speed: up to 3 hooks/sec

Please contact us for a free evaluation 
to find the best Auto-system match for 
your boat including a price quote.

www.mustad-autoline.com

Mustad Longline Inc.
4240 Gilman PL W, Bay B, Seattle, WA 98199
Tel: +1 206 284 4376, E-mail: jnh@mustadlongline.com

MagPacker Coastal

Hauler

HookSeperator

CoastalBaiter

HookCleaner 
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www.mustad-autoline.comwww.mustad-autoline.com

Visit us at this year’s

EXPO BOOtH #733

Recently, the association sold more of its fish to Local Catch  
Monterey Bay (LCMB), a community-supported fishery company 
that prepares and distributes product directly to consumers 
throughout the Monterey Bay area. Both groups are part of the 
Community Fisheries Network, a national coalition of fishing 
organizations committed to healthy working waterfronts and fish 
stocks. For its part, LCMB uses the Monterey Bay Aquarium’s 
Seafood Watch list and NOAA’s FishWatch recommendations 
for assessing stock health and harvest methods of the fish it sells. 
LCMB also is expanding its selection criteria to consider social and 
economic aspects of fisheries, with the intention of emphasizing 
community-based boats fishing local waters. In communicating 
with customers, the company always lists a fisherman and gear 
type for each fish distributed. 

Leave out middleman: Taking over the middleman role has 
been a learning process for both organizations, with each still 
working to find that sweet spot in product markup — somewhere 
in the 10 to 15 percent range —  to cover costs. But the San Fran-
cisco association’s relationship with the lean, regionally focused 
Local Catch operation supports continued fair pricing, product  
quality, and opportunities for the co-op to tell its story of “fair fish” 
to area eaters. 

And Local Catch is building on those consumers’ interest in 
supporting their local fleet through the variability of seasons, in 
exchange for slightly cheaper prices.  

the fresh sheet.
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Book rEvIEw Seining B.C.

In the 1960s, I was a crewman on a B.C. salmon seiner.  
Having experienced a season of winter herring fishing, I went back 
to school in search of a warmer place to spend the dark months. 

Don Pepper was at the same university and was spending his 
summers on salmon seiners out of Alert Bay based in the Upper 
Johnstone Straits, while I was on a boat out of Cape Mudge village 
and based in the Lower Straits. We shared similar beginnings, but 
Don took a much more methodical approach.

While he moved from boat to boat and from skipper to skipper 
as he learned the trade, I stayed in my 
comfortable berth with a master fisher-
man who had no interest in learning 
the new, and more productive, ways. I 
once proposed to my skipper that we 
keep a log of each set of net: recording 
the time, tide, and even water tem-
peratures. I got a long stare, followed 
by no comment other than my skipper  
tapping the side of his head where gen-
erations of knowledge were stored. 

This was not the case with the  
more diligent Pepper. He eventually 
completed a doctorate in economics 
and found himself onboard with a 

childhood friend, Byron Wright, son of an Anglican minister and a 
super-aggressive fisherman. 

Don developed an elaborate logbook program and a  

by ALAN HAIG-BROWN

don Pepper returned one more time to his old fishing grounds at  
blinkhorn in Johnstone Straits this past summer with Gordie Wasden 
on the seiner odysseus. this is the same stump that he tied on in 1953.

Legendary B.C. seiner shares the secrets of the coast

30 W  L E D

Pre Fish Expo 
Special $69.99

Limit of 5 per customer

POWER 30W

VOLTAGE AC 85~265V

IP RATING IP65

LUMINOSITY 2850-3000

Regular Price $150.00

2300 West Elmore St., Seattle, WA 98199 • (206) 213-0111 • www.uselmore.com

2850-3000 PME 
Booth
#726

Stop by our booth at the Pacific Marine Expo to see our expanded line of LED lights!
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curt.wikstrom@jotun.com
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methodical approach to fishing. Over 
the decades, while I graduated from 
deckhand to become an educator and 
later a fish writer, Don became a college  
professor and found himself in the wheel-
house of one of the highest-producing 
boats on the coast. No longer assigned to 
deck work, Don learned to use all of the  
emerging electronics of the 1980s and ’90s 
to find fish and to record when and where 
and how they caught them. As a team, he 
and Captain Wright introduced science to 
the art of salmon seining. 

Now to the benefit of those of us who 
enjoy a good fishing story, Pepper has 

recounted his decades of fishing history 
in a wonderful book appropriately named 
Fishing the Coast: A Life on the Water. 

In the early chapters, we follow the teen-
age fisherman as he helps build a seine and 
learns the joys, and dangers, of being an 
agile “beach man” in the Canadian salmon 
seine fishery. Unlike in Alaska, power-skiffs 
were not allowed, but it was allowed to 
“tie” one end to a tree or boulder on the 
beach. In 1953, Pepper fished Nimpkish 
sockeye from a small wooden seiner. It was 
before the advent of the power block, and 
he joined the crew in hauling the heavy cot-
ton seine back onto the table. 

Other chapters recount tales and eti-
quette of fo’c’sle life. Another explains, 
with entertaining anecdotes, the intricacies 
of finding and catching fish in the John-
stone Straits’ tides. 

In 1956, he fished on a boat with an early 
Puretic power block. Already keeping his 
own logbook, Pepper explains how the 
new technology allowed for more sets to be 
made in a day. 

In 1963, he fished a short season of  
summer herring with the use of pit lamps 
to attract and then set on the fish in the 
dark. A careful observer and notetaker, 
even in his younger years, he gives enough 
detail that, were it still legal, a modern fish-
erman could use any of these chapters as a 
text book — and a highly entertaining one, 
at that. 

Through diligent research, Pepper has 
tracked down photos of each boat that he 
fished on, as well as charts of some of the 

important fishing spots. 
The final chapters show Pepper, now a 

privileged wheelhouse accomplice, as he 
assists master fisherman Byron Wright in 
his quest to beat the next best fisherman  
by at least 10 percent. Aggressively compet-
itive seine skippers throughout the world 
will recognize the combination of smart  
use of technology and don’t-blink attitude 
of a winner. 

Wright’s two successive aluminum 
seiners, each named Prosperity, were  
recognized, if not loved, on the whole coast 
for their massive power and determined 
skipper. Don takes us into the wheelhouse 

Fishing the Coast: A Life on 
the Water, Don Pepper, 2013, 
Harbour Publishing, P.O. Box 219 
Madeira Park, B.C., Canada, V0N 
2H0 www.habourpublishing.com

on the “Blue Line” that marked the outer 
boundary for Canadian fishermen in the 
Straits of Juan de Fuca. 

And, finally, he takes the reader on “The 
Last Voyage of the Prosperity,” when his 
dying friend Byron Wright experiences 
one more trip around Vancouver Island in 
search of the recently returned sardines. 
It was 2004. Byron died a few years later, 
and Pepper quit fishing with a half-century 
of logbooks and memories. He has now  
parlayed these into a powerful account 
that will be accessible to the non-fisherman 
and a pure delight to those of us who have  
been there.  
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YoUr BUSINESS Management

The sea can be hostile.   Hazards abound.  
Disaster and risk of injury are never far away. 

Training programs dedicated to the safe return 
of men and women who work on the water

COME HOME.  SAFE.
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WE ASPIRE TO:
•	 Be	the	maritime	industry’s	

first	choice	for	safety	and	
emergency	procedures	
training

•	 Provide	tools	and	
motivation	to	help	our	
students	improve	safety	in	
their	workplace

•	 Build	lasting	professional	
realtionships	through	
exceptional	customer	
service

•	 Establish	pride	through	
professionalism

WHAT WE DO:
•	 Provide	hands-on	learning	

experiences
•	 Utilize	purpose	built	

training	facilities
•	 Employ	only	exceptional	

instructors
•	 Partner	with	companies	

who	pro-actively	support	
their	employees’	safety

•	 Conduct	initial	and	
recurrent	training	for	
thousands	of	professional	
mariners	every	year

Fremont Maritime	is	a	committed	world	leader	in	the	field	
of	marine	safety	and	survival	training.		We	are	proud	to	help	
professional	mariners	do	a	difficult	job	well,	reduce	their	risk	
of	on-the-job	accidents	and	injuries,	and	help	them	come	
home	safe	to	the	people	who	care	about	them.
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Cora Campbell has been commissioner of the 
alaska department of Fish and Game since 
2010. Joshua borough photo

Cora Campbell has served as commis-
sioner of the Alaska Department of Fish and 
Game since December 2010.

It’s a big job. The department plays a 
critical role in Alaska’s economy, managing 
extensive and diverse fisheries for salmon, 
herring, groundfish, and shellfish. Campbell 
oversees a $217 million budget and a work-
force of up to 1,650 people.

Before her promotion to commissioner, 
Campbell was a fisheries policy adviser 
to Gov. Sean Parnell and his predecessor,  
Sarah Palin.

Originally from Petersburg, Camp-
bell once skippered the Petersburg Vessel  
Owners Association. She has fished  
commercially for salmon, herring, and crab.

Campbell recently agreed to field  
questions from Pacific Fishing columnist 
Wesley Loy on a range of topics, includ-
ing salmon management and research, the  
pending halibut catch-sharing plan, Gulf of 
Alaska groundfish reform, and the depart-
ment’s budget and employment situation.

Q: In 2012, sockeye setnetters on the 
east side of Cook Inlet experienced a  

Q&A:Cora Campbell talks salmon, catch shares, council politics
horrible season due to restrictions to  
minimize catches of scarce king salmon. 
How was the 2013 season managed, and 
did setnetters fare any better?

A: Setnetters did fare better in 2013 than 
2012. In 2013, the department balanced a 
small Kenai king run with an above-average 
sockeye run. This was accomplished by fish-
ing regular scheduled periods and limiting 
use of any additional hours to times of high 
sockeye abundance.

Results were that we met the lower end of 
the late-run Kenai king goal and likely were 
able to keep the sockeye escapement within 
the sustainable escapement goal. In 2012, the 
setnetters caught 3 percent (97,000 sockeye) 
of the total commercial take, while in 2013 
they harvested 34 percent (902,000 sockeye). 
The previous 10 years the setnetters averaged 
45 percent of the commercially harvested 
sockeye.

Q : Reliably counting king salmon 
returns to the Kenai River has been 
a challenge. What has been done to 
address this issue?

A: In 2011, the department requested and 
received funds to upgrade our technologi-
cal capabilities and deploy a second sonar 
at a new counting site upstream from tidal  
influence where the traditional counting 
location has been for about 20 years. We 
now have completed one year deploying the 
equipment at the new location while con-
tinuing counting at the traditional site and 
plan on running the systems concurrently 
for at least one to two more years. We also 
are conducting work that generates king 
salmon escapement estimates independent 
of the sonar for verification. I believe we have 
made great strides toward addressing this 
longstanding issue.

Q: What is the state’s official position 
on the pending halibut catch-sharing plan, 
and do you believe it will be implemented 
in 2014?

A: As a member of the North Pacific Fish-
ery Management Council, I voted in favor 
of the halibut catch-sharing plan, as it pro-
vides allocations to each sector that are based 
on recent harvests and are as equitable as  
possible, given current halibut abundance 
levels. It provides much needed predict-
ability and stability to both sectors, recog-
nizes the importance of both to the coastal  
economy, and allows for annual adjustments 
of management measures for the charter  
sector. National Marine Fisheries Service staff 
members have indicated that 2014 imple-
mentation is a priority for the agency.

Q: In 2000, the state celebrated Marine 
Stewardship Council certification of the 
Alaska salmon fishery. Today, it seems the 
state is practically at war with the MSC. 
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Cook inlet setnetters have faced nearly insurmountable challenges 
 over the past two years. Peninsula clarion photo by rashah McChesney

How did we get to this point?

A: Our experience with the MSC was marred by an ever- 
changing set of standards. As the MSC moved to implement their 
agenda, they continued to insist that the fishery be evaluated and 
certified differently each time, despite the fact that nothing had 
changed in management of the fishery. Rather than a simple verifica-
tion that the conditions that led to the original certification were still 
present, recertification was an arduous and labor-intensive process,  
diverting ADF&G resources from the business of fishery manage-
ment. In addition, industry disagreed with MSC’s business practices, 
which created concern about erosion of Alaska’s brand, increased 
fees, and use of the logo as a gateway to control market access.

When the Alaska Seafood Marketing Institute joined other  
well-managed global fisheries in developing an alternate third- 
party certification based on the United Nations Food and Agriculture 
Organization code and the majority of the Alaska salmon producers 
decided not to proceed with MSC certification, the MSC continued 
to press Alaska’s customers to insist on sourcing only MSC-certified 
salmon, leading to the current tension.

Q: Has the split with the MSC harmed the salmon industry in 
any way?

A: The vast majority of Alaska’s customers recognize that Alas-
ka salmon is far superior to alternatives that are available in both  
sustainability and quality and have made arrangements to continue 
our longstanding relationships.

Q: Can you give us an update on the statewide Chinook  
salmon research effort?

A: There is a significant amount of new Chinook research happen-
ing around the state, including drainage-wide abundance estimates 
for the Susitna River, several new weirs in the Upper Cook Inlet area, 
increased genetic sampling in Cook Inlet, Prince William Sound, and 
Kodiak fisheries, and improved genetic baselines for Chinook stocks 
in the Cook Inlet, Prince William Sound, Arctic-Yukon-Kuskokwim, 
and Alaska Peninsula regions. A great deal of additional work will 
be initiated in the 2014 field season, focused on improving the accu-
racy of our Chinook salmon escapement estimation procedures and  
estimating stock composition of marine harvests by region.

continued on page 14
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reshaping the Gulf of alaska fleet – with its many gear types and  
communities – has been difficult.

We also increased our broodstock collection for Chinook enhance-
ment this year, which should result in more harvest opportunity in 
Cook Inlet and Mat-Su fisheries within the next several years.

Q: You mentioned your membership on the North Pacific 
Council. In recent years, certain voices in Washington and Ore-
gon have complained that Alaska is using its council majority to 
unfair advantage. They advocate more seats for Washington and 
Oregon. What do you make of this?

A: An examination of the council’s recent voting record would 

show that not many votes pass supported only by the Alaska mem-
bers. I’ve worked hard to build consensus and find areas of agree-
ment with my fellow council members and have been successful 
on many issues. There are times that viewpoints diverge, but that 
doesn’t mean that Alaska is using its majority to an unfair advantage. 
Congress structured the council to represent those most dependent 
on and proximate to the fisheries being managed.

Q: The council has long explored “rationalizing” the Gulf of 
Alaska groundfish fisheries — that is, establishing catch shares 
and perhaps processing shares. Why has this been such an 
intractable issue, and does the state have a vision of where this 
effort should go?

A: Previous attempts to establish catch shares in Gulf of Alaska 
fisheries were stymied by complexity (inclusion of all gear types and 
species) and concern that fishing communities would be harmed. 
Over the past year the council has taken great pains to solicit stake-
holder input, address community concerns, and specify consideration 
of a program for a single gear type and limited species. The council 
has been clear that the primary goal of the program is to restructure 
the fisheries to allow for greater bycatch control.

Q: Budgeting is an important part of any state commission-
er’s job. How has the Department of Fish and Game budget 
fared during your tenure?

A: The governor and the Legislature have been supportive of the 
department’s budget needs. We have been able to focus on rebuild-
ing capacity in habitat permitting, subsistence research, and board’s 
support that had been lost over the years. We have also received 
infusions of funding into both commercial fisheries and sport  
fisheries divisions, where we have focused on restoring core  
assessment functions that have eroded over time, funding projects 
that are likely to result in increased fishing opportunity, and tran-
sitioning salmon management projects away from unsustainable  
federal funding sources.

Q: Have federal budget cuts impacted the Division of  
Commercial Fisheries in any way?

A: The federal dollars that come to the commercial fisheries divi-
sion have been declining over time, and if the governor’s office and 
Legislature had not been proactively appropriating replacement 
dollars, there would have been more significant impacts. However, 
the ability for the state to continue to increase funding in response 
to declining federal dollars is not a likely scenario in the current  
fiscal climate.

Q: The department reportedly has lost good biologists and 
other employees, evidently due to weak salaries and better 
opportunities elsewhere. Is this a continuing problem? Do we 
have enough experience in all the key positions?

A: We have done extensive review on this topic. Like many 
state agencies, as well as private sector employers, ADF&G has an 
aging workforce with about a quarter of our workforce eligible for  
retirement within five years.

We have seen some of our biologists retire and pursue sec-
ond careers with the federal government, but we are not seeing  
significant numbers of mid-career employees leaving for federal 
employment. The federal government offers higher pay for similar 
biologist positions, especially at higher levels, but other aspects of the 
compensation package (work week, geographic differentials, service 
steps, leave) are better for state biologists.

We are not experiencing hiring difficulty at the lower biologist 
positions, but recruitment difficulty is more common for senior  
managers. Transition planning is important and emphasized by 
department leadership.  
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YoUr BUSINESS Herring

Few tourists — or residents, for that matter — know that San Francisco bay is home to a 
vibrant little commercial fishery.

a fleet of small, gray boats chases sac roe herring in San Francisco bay, starting on Jan. 1.

by ERNIE KOEPF

Judge to decide who runs 
the San Francisco Bay  

herring fishery

The California herring fishery is one of 
the most well-regulated fisheries in the 
nation, and the resource sustains itself year 
after year.

Residents of the Bay Area are afforded 
proof every January that the San Francisco 
Bay is healthy and thriving as they watch 
the little gray boats go from Sausalito to 
the South Bay, from Richmond to Alameda,  
setting their nets and hauling the silvery 
little fish aboard by the ton until the strict 
quota is reached and the season is over. 

The state of California has jurisdiction 
over the waters of the bay, and the Depart-
ment of Fish and Game has acted as the  

regulatory agency for these waters and 
those fish that swim within them since the 
state constitution authorized them to do so. 

Since 2011, however, the Golden Gate 
National Recreation Area has proclaimed its 
authority over the waters adjacent to their 
parklands, prohibiting about 25 boats from 
fishing in the waters that they have tradi-
tionally fished since the fishery began. 

The claim is complicated, on the one 
hand, but very clear on the other: Deeds  
to GGNRA from the state of California  
consistently have excluded the waters  
adjacent to the deeded land for the express 
purpose of the state retaining control 

continued on page 16
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YoUr BUSINESS Herring continued from page 15
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abOVE: a small group of fishermen chase the fresh herring market on San 
Francisco bay.

uPPEr riGHt: the ultimate destination for herring roe – sushi.

lOWEr riGHt: One fisherman - dan Yoakum - pursues the roe-on-seaweed 
fishery in the bay.

of fishing and navigation privileges in those waters. The most  
striking example is the quitclaim deed filed in 1976 in Marin  
County, which states exactly that same provision, consistent with 
similar provisions stating the same and dating back to 1897! Why 
would a recreation area choose to make trouble now?

Veteran herring fishery manager Frank Henry, now retired 
after 25 years of fishing, believes it could be for ideological and  
philosophical reasons consistent with a preservationist mentality, 
which forbids takings of any kind, in any amount. It could be said 
that up until 2011, the recreation area sided with the state’s policy 
of conservation, which allows a sustainable take of its resources. 

The two glaring facts of the matter remain unchanged: The 
resource is being managed in a sustainable manner now, as it 
always has been, by the state of California, and the waters along 
Yellow Bluff, the Stink Plant, and north to Sausalito are crucial  
fishing grounds for the herring fishermen. 

Philosophy or legality? On Dec. 12, U.S. District Court Judge 
Jon S. Tigar will examine and decide the issue. The San Francisco 
Herring Association has retained Stuart Gross of Gross Law in a 
motion opposing defendant’s motion for summary judgment  
and cross-motion for summary judgment. In the motion, and 
named as defendants, are Sally Jewell (Secretary of Interior),  
Jonathan Jarvis (National Park Service), and Frank Dean  
(Superintendent, GGNRA).

Stuart Gross is a veteran lawyer familiar with the herring fishery. 
He successfully negotiated a settlement with Hanjin Shipping Co. 
during a class action lawsuit brought by fishermen in 2010 while he 
was with Crotchett, Pitre & McCartney.   
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FISH PolITIcS by BOB TKACz

Setting up a Walmart panel to say what’s sustainable
Sustainability criteria: A new project to develop “criteria 

to evaluate seafood sustainability programs” apparently has a  
completion date set for late December.

“They’re talking about the end of December to have this crite-
ria built,” said Randy Rice, who represented the Alaska Seafood 
Marketing Institute at an Oct. 9 dinner/work session organized by 
“The Sustainability Consortium.” Members of the Atlanta-based 
private nonprofit include “100+ of the world’s largest organiza-
tions,” including corporations, NGOs, and universities.

Walmart was a founding member of the consortium. Neither 
Walmart nor the consortium responded to requests for an interview 
concerning the meeting.

Rice said the retail giant proposed, at the September meet-
ing with state officials at its Arkansas headquarters, that the 
TSC be used to address the conflict that arose this year when  
most wild Alaska salmon producers quit certifying their product 
under the Marine Stewardship Council ecolabel.

How that will happen remains unclear.
“Nothing very concrete emerged from this session,” Rice said.
Kerry Coughlin, Americas Region director for the Marine 

Stewardship Council, said the session took place during 
TSC’s annual membership “summit” and that her group 
participated “in the same way that other invited partici-
pants did. … MSC expressed the view that a credible seafood  
certification program must be truly independent, look at stock 
status, ecosystems as well as management, be transparent, and 
include meaningful stakeholder engagement.”

She referred all questions on timelines and work products to the 
consortium.

On assignment from its membership, TSC develops what Rice 
called product or category “sustainability profiles,” based on  
key performance indicators. What those would be in the case 
of wild salmon management, or how they might be measured,  
wasn’t specified.

“It could be here’s what TSC thinks are good criteria to con-
sider” presented as something more than a simple list, Rice said.  
“Not, here’s what thou shalt do, but here’s the tool you can use,” 
he added.

Ray Riutta, who retired last year as ASMI’s executive director, 
attended the meeting as Gov. Sean Parnell’s envoy but referred 
questions to Rice.

“My takeaway was it was a learning experience to find out how 
the TSC works and what the process would be. All in all, I think it 
was a productive meeting and that Alaska will likely stay involved 
as the process unfolds,” Riutta said in an email.

      
Lawmakers bash ADF&G, et al.: Alaskan state lawmakers at 

a Sept. 30 “roundtable” intended to help halibut charter operators 
“pick their own poison” among possible federal harvest restrictions 
in 2014 monopolized much of the two-hour session with attacks on 
the Department of Fish & Game and commercial harvesters. 

They also spoke against regulatory changes that would favor  
private anglers over charter clients. 

“Dealing with these people is, it’s like negotiating with  
cannibals,” said Chugiak Rep. Bill Stoltze of commercial harvest-
ers. He called charter operators “taxi drivers” and “just a bunch of  
normal shmoes” and urged them to oppose any reduction in the 
sport charter halibut allocation. 

Anchorage Sen. Lesil McGuire, whose “hosting” of the session 

allowed the free use of the Legislature’s state-
wide teleconference system, said charter 
operators have become a critical element of 
Alaskans’ “food security.”

“Most families can’t afford a boat and, 
frankly, don’t know how to operate it safely,” McGuire said. “We 
don’t have commercial hunting any more, I can tell you that and, as 
an Alaskan, this resource should certainly be there for our families 
first,” she added.

Anchorage Rep. Craig Johnson seemed to suggest that unguided 
Alaskans should not go fishing for halibut too often.

“You’re talking about a pretty heavy-duty individual who goes 
out four, five, six times for halibut. That’s not your recreational 
angler, in my opinion,” Johnson said.

The three Republicans were the only lawmakers to attend the full 
session, but McGuire named four others, all also Republicans from 
Anchorage and Mat-Su Borough districts, who “have expressed 
concern and are waiting to hear what comes out of this.”

The state lawmakers also acknowledged that they play no part in 
halibut management. McGuire said she would draft a letter sum-
marizing the session and the sector’s concerns that any lawmaker 
could sign. The missive wasn’t available at press time.

Also at the session was North Pacific Fishery Management 
Council member Bob Dersham, who pushed to create its Charter 
Halibut Management Implementation Committee, intended to help 
guides “basically choose their own form of poison if it’s necessary 
to restrict their catch.” High-priced charter and lodge operations, 
based on client reservations made months in advance of the fish-
ing season, are struggling under a catch system that has moved 
steadily toward, not just in-season, but real-time management.

The committee was to meet later to further focus the possible 
restrictions, but Dersham noted that the availability of final  
2013 harvest tallies and other data would delay final regulatory 
decisions.

Dersham said that possible restrictions would likely end cap-
tain and crew fishing in Area 3A/Southcentral and could include 
fish size limits like the under-45 inch or over 68-inch “reverse slot”  
limit, both of which are already in effect in Area 2C/Southeast.

Dersham also noted that the sport sector is likely to gain  
allocation because new rules will separately apportion their lesser 
catch-and-release mortality from longliners.

Heath Hilyard, executive director of the SouthEast Alaska 
Guides Organization and an organizer of the September meeting, 
said Southcentral guides “are going to have to go through some of 
the discussions that we’ve already gone through.”

Hilyard also acknowledged that many guides have moved 
beyond some of the lawmakers’ views, including the “taxi  
driver” argument.

“The charter sector used that in years past … I’m not saying 
we’re taxi drivers. We’re here to provide a service,” including  
fishing expertise, Hilyard said, following the session.

Hilyard said ADF&G federal fisheries coordinator Nicole Kim-
ball and other department officials had been invited but declined to 
attend because they “wanted to allow the charter operators to have 
a more free-flowing conversation and not have Fish and Game 
influence the outcome.”

Pacific Fishing columnist Bob Tkacz covers the Alaska Legislature  
and publishes Laws for the Sea, which focuses on seafood, fisheries, and 
environmental issues.
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by MICHEL DROUINB.c. UPdaTE
MSC video endorsement insults B.C.’s seining fleet

Stowaways: Sunday, Oct. 6, on a stormy B.C. North Coast 
morning, my skipper preceded me into the galley and announced, 
“We’ve got a little friend.” When I walked in, he indicated that I 
should look up the steps to the wheelhouse.

There, at the top of the stairs, a little bird that resembled a dove 
with a jet-black beak calmly looked down at me. 

We were still in the first week of a month of more marine  
mammal surveys. I was back on the boat after three weeks off in 
September, and already we knew that the relatively balmy weath-
er we’d sailed in during the summer was over. The winds were  
forecast to be blowing around 35 to 40 southeast, so we were pretty 
sure that this was going to be a harbor day in Tuwartz Inlet. 

What we didn’t expect was that some of the local birds were 
going to take refuge from the storm aboard the 66-foot ex-seiner 
Ocean Royal as well. My skipper grabbed his coffee, went up the 
stairs, saying “excuse me” as he stepped over the bird, and then 
told me that there was another bird up there. I grabbed my camera 
and made my way up the stairs. 

On the wheelhouse floor, in front of the deep freezers, calm as 
the first bird, sat a marbled murrelet. We found out later from our 
scientists on board that the first little bird was a storm petrel. Close 
up it resembled a dove, only with webbed feet. Once we started 
moving around the wheelhouse, the storm petrel started to look for 
a way out, but the murrelet was calm as could be. In fact, they both 
had to be gently evicted. The murrelet flew away, but the petrel 
tried to fly back in a window. 

      
Seining pinks in the river: While I was home in September, I 

thought I’d head down to the Fraser River to see if I could catch 
one of the 26 million pink salmon that were rumored to be in  
the river. 

I don’t know what it is, but I just can’t 
seem to catch fish in fresh water. I got only 
one bite in three outings, but it was fun to be 
down on the water, picnicking with my wife 
after three months away.

One unusual thing I noticed on the river was a small seiner made 
out of a converted gillnetter working away on the pinks in the  
middle of the river. 

Checking with Fisheries and Oceans Canada, I found out that the 
seiner was from the Musqueam Band, engaged in what was called 
a commercial economic opportunity fishery.

The regular licensed commercial seine fishery on pinks ended on 
Sept. 20 at the mouth of the river. In fact, when I was angling across 
the river from the Ocean Fisheries plant, I saw seiners coming in to 
unload, some of them the same boats I had seen fishing pinks up 
north in the summer. 

In addition to the Musqueam band seining pinks in the lower 
river, numerous other bands had fishing opportunities almost all 
the way up the Fraser system. 

A commercial economic opportunity fishery was opened for the 
Sts’ailes/Scowlitz for pink salmon using beach seines open in the 
lower Fraser from Sumas River to Harrison, and other bands had 
beach seine opportunities from the Port Mann Bridge up into the 
Fraser Canyon.

In the interior of the province the Secwepemc Fisheries  
Commission had a demonstration fishery for Chinook and pink 
salmon in Kamloops Lake.

Might Frazer seining be a blueprint for the Columbia River  
commercial fleet?

      
Insulting video: A video put out in September by the World 

Wildlife Fund supposedly supporting sustainable fisheries and 
the Marine Stewardship Council backfired and was withdrawn 
from the WWF site and YouTube after objections from the fishing  
industry in B.C. and Alaska. 

The video apparently showed a tractor pulling a huge net, 
dragging trees and animals away in its wake. A slogan saying, 
“We don’t farm like this. Why do we fish like this?” accompanied  
the video, which also appeared on the Canadian Loblaw grocery 
store website.

Christina Burridge, executive director of the B.C. Seafood  
Alliance and chair of the Association of Sustainable Fisheries, wrote 
a strongly worded letter to the MSC for supporting the video. 

“Our members are dismayed that MSC would lend its name to 
the silly, offensive video produced by WWF Canada for Loblaw,” 
she wrote. “A VP of WWF Canada has told one of our members 
that it was a Loblaw initiative in partnership with WWF and MSC. 

“The problem should have been obvious to anyone in MSC. To 
consumers, it sends the message that only pole-and-line fisheries 
are acceptable, while demonizing the mobile gear used by many of 
your certified fisheries.” 

Burridge went on to say that the B.C. fishing industry — where 
costs for MSC certification of three B.C. salmon species have hit 
almost (C) $1 million — “finds the video with its vaguely West 
Coast reference to salmon plant insulting since it implies that 
the purse seines used to catch the majority of that salmon are 
the equivalent of clear cutting rather than a selective, sustainable 
means to put food on the tables in Canada and around the world.”

A former fisherman, tenderman, and now research vessel crewman, 
Michel Drouin has been covering the B.C. fisheries scene since 1990.
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Still a gusher of bad news from Shell’s runaway rig
lETTEr From UNalaSka by LAUREN ROSENTHAL

New Bering Sea fisheries: Small boat fishermen will have 
a crack at two new state-managed fisheries in southwest Alaska 
starting this year. The Board of Fish opened up two Pacific cod and 
Atka mackerel harvests for vessels under 60 feet.

A new pot-vessel P cod fishery will start up a week after the  
federally managed fishery and go through Aug. 28, or when 
the allocation has been taken. That will be set at 3 percent of the  
allowable biological catch. The fishery will happen in Area O, north 
of Cape Sarichef. 

Atka mackerel will be a purse seine fishery, starting Jan. 1 and 
extending to Dec. 31, or until the allowable harvest is taken. The 
limit is set at 10 percent 
of the federal Bering Sea  
district ABC.

      
Open and shutdown: 

Forget ice and rough 
weather. This October, a 
federal government shut-
down cast a pall over the 
Bering Sea crab fishery. 

When the Bristol Bay red 
king crab season opened on 
Oct. 15, only about a half-
dozen boats left the dock 
here in Unalaska. They 
were fishing state-issued 
community development 
quota. 

The rest of the fleet had 
to wait for the National Marine Fisheries Service to reopen and 
issue their individual fishing quota permits.

Alaska’s federal legislators threw a fit, inviting Keith Colburn 
of the F/V Wizard (and TV’s Deadliest Catch) to testify before the 
Senate about how the shutdown kept fishermen from sending their 
product overseas in time for Japanese New Year’s celebrations. 
That single export market accounts for as much as a quarter of all 
profits during the red king crab season. 

A lot of fishermen told me they found the shutdown unnerving 
for other reasons. Capt. Joshua Songstad of the F/V Handler said he 
and his crew of five have families to support. “There are 17 kids on 
this boat,” Songstad said. No one was going to get paid until the 
first crab was landed — not even the captain. 

The shutdown ended three days into the crab season. NMFS 
assigned extra employees to get permits written up and issued 
as fast as possible. The incident doesn’t seem to have affected  
pricing, and many boats had wrapped up fishing by the first week 
of November. 

      
Arctic Hunter: But some hadn’t — like the Arctic Hunter. The 

93-foot Kodiak crabber was heading out of town to start a trip 
when it ran aground around 4 a.m. on Nov. 1. The crew abandoned 
ship and were pulled to safety by the good Samaritan vessel Saga.

Later that morning, Unalaska police checked in to see if the  
skipper was intoxicated. He failed a breathalyzer but passed a 
field sobriety test. Police Chief Jamie Sunderland said the man told  

Shell’s kulluk oil-drilling rig lost a battle with Gulf of alaska waves a year ago.

officers it was because he had a drink after the 
accident, to calm down. Other crew members 
corroborated that account. 

But even so, the Coast Guard said they 
have reason to believe the skipper may have  
literally fallen asleep at the wheel before the grounding. They’re 
still investigating.

At press time, salvors from Magone Marine have boarded the 
Arctic Hunter at its final resting place — near Morris Cove — 
and they’re pumping fuel out of the holds to avoid a spill. The  
Arctic Hunter was carrying 12,000 gallons when it grounded. It’s 

still intact and may not be a 
total loss. 

The Arctic Hunter has 
made it through a similar 
incident once before: The 
boat ran aground on Hog 
Island, in Unalaska Bay, in 
January 2007. 

      
Kul luk  bound for 

scrap? Shell Oil may write 
off the runaway rig, Kulluk, 
as a $200 million loss. The 
Kulluk has been sitting in 
a Singapore shipyard since 
March. The spherical drill 
rig was damaged when it 
went aground in the Gulf of 
Alaska during a nasty New 

Year’s storm. Shell was pulling the Kulluk — and the rest of its fleet 
— out of Alaska. 

Now, the company’s not sure it’s worth their money to repair 
the Kulluk. Shell’s chief financial officer, Simon Henry, made the 
announcement about the rig’s fate during a call with reporters in 
October to discuss quarterly earnings. 

Shell made $4.25 billion in the third quarter of 2013. By compari-
son, a $200 million write-off looks pretty small.

      
Hard drug busts: Unalaska police arrested 16 people and  

counting this fall in connection with illicit sales of black tar heroin 
and meth. 

The department relied on confidential informants to buy drugs 
from suspected dealers. Fifty-year-old Stephen Rosa is accused of 
acting as a minor kingpin, employing his two sons and about a 
half-dozen other men to sell meth that he supplied.

Using a drug-sniffing dog on loan from the Sand Point Police 
Department, police found meth, guns, and $40,000 cash stashed in  
Rosa’s apartment and at his office — even in the fuel truck he 
drives for work.

Unalaska’s police officers have filed for dozens of search war-
rants as they comb through town for more drug dealers. Additional 
felony charges and arrests could be coming.

Lauren Rosenthal is a reporter for KUCB, Unalaska. Previously, she 
worked for the Pittsburgh Post-Gazette.
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ToUGH GIrl by AMY MAjORS

A seasick cat, missing rain, and getting skinny
The Super Run of 2013 is almost over, I thought to myself, while 

sitting on a buoy in the stifling hot sun on deck. Meanwhile, my 
dog was trying to stick his nose on the keys of my MacBook; it 
appeared he inherited the writing gene as well. 

“We’ve made more money on the Prospector in one year than we 
did in three on the other boat,” I told Hoonah, as he did a Husky 
stretch before kissing my cheek. 

The days bleed into one, long opening for us all at this point. 
Here’s a little insight into my thought process: The more exhausted 
I am, the more I want to 
keep fishing. There’s an 
inner fire in me that wants 
to keep going until I liter-
ally fall over onto the net 
in exhaustion. This addic-
tion to get the net wet goes 
above and beyond any-
thing I would call sane, but 
it’s in my blood, so it makes 
it easier to love. 

It’s been sunny almost 
every day thus far, and 
while it’s been a joy seeing 
that big orange thing in the 
sky that Southeast Alaskans 
hardly ever witness, it’s 
been hell on the spawning 
salmon in nearby creeks. 

James chimed in, “We 
need some rain so this run 
can get upstream. Those 
fish — and we — are going 
to be screwed if they can’t 
get up there to spawn.” 

What about all these fish, I thought. It hadn’t rained but a half 
dozen times the whole summer, and we shuddered to think about 
what that would mean for us in the following years. Scratching 
away for low numbers because of a current lack of precipitation? I 
guess we’ll worry about that when the time comes.

It’s 4 a.m.: I was sitting up top with James, waiting for the dog 
sharks to swim by. It was still pitch black, and we were in an area 
notorious for those ugly bastards, so we didn’t make a set until 
about a quarter after showtime. 

“They should hit at 6 pretty soon, like they do every year, huh?” 
I asked. When this occurs, it never hurts our feelings. Instead, it’s 
more like a congratulatory gesture to us all. Way to go! You worked 
your ass off all summer, so now, waiting for the dogfish will give 
you an extra hour in the sack. 

I tightened my wrist braces, then grabbed my computer to start 
jotting down some notes before we set. My carpal tunnel has gotten 
so bad, I struggle to write, let alone grip onto the lead line or corks.

To hell with the local Native Clinic telling me that the pain and 
loss of strength in both hands is in my head! I’m here to tell you, 
it’s real. Very real!

Instead of writing, I checked my phone. We did have service. 
So, I sent my mom a picture of the Prospector loaded down, with 
me kneeling by the hatch. During that blissful moment, a grin was 
permanently etched upon my face.

Fishing was complete shit that day. At least in comparison with 

amy Majors holds a nice steelhead, a take-home fish.

the last opening. Four thousand pounds is 
nothing to get discouraged about, but when 
you compare it with the 10,000 pounds a haul 
we were getting, it definitely made us consider 
the fact that we might be nearing the end of 
the summer run. 

So, we decided to use our time by catching some take-home fish 
for the long winter ahead. This required us moving 3 hours due 
south, to a confidential destination. I would probably get punched 

in the mouth, or talked 
down on by other fisher-
men, if I divulged the loca-
tion to you guys, so I shall 
refrain from doing so. 

Anyways,  we were 
there, catching sockeye 
and some big-ass steel-
head. The date was Aug. 
24, and we’d caught close 
to 15 rosy-cheeked fish that 
commonly get mistaken 
for king salmon. One was 
35 pounds and quite pos-
sibly the largest one I’ve 
ever seen in person. So, I 
took a chance at a photo 
op. In hindsight, I should 
have at least taken the dip 
out of my lip, because I 
resembled a grungy guy 
who hadn’t showered for 
weeks. Not the best look, 
but a common one, because 

I’m too tired and lazy to do anything about it. 
“Yep, another picture that I can cherish forever,” I said to Kurt, 

as we later looked at the picture together. After seeing that train 
wreck on camera, I went inside to make a half-ass attempt to fix my 
physical appearance, but as I looked in the mirror I couldn’t even 
recognize the person looking back. 

Rain dance Amy: It was blowing like a bastard the following 
opening in Cholmondeley, so a lot of the guys went farther towards 
the mouth, but not us. We decided to stay close to the outside near 
the strait, to work a hook off we’d never fished before. The first set 
brought us 8,000 pounds! It was like winning the lottery, and even 
though it was one of the most miserable days of the year — scratch 
that! —10 years, we were loading up, while others lay idle on the 
west side. 

The R and R took a few good ones outside of us, though. We got a 
call on the SAT, saying that they’d taken green water over the stern. 
The worst part, it wouldn’t drain! Everything happened so quickly 
that there wasn’t much time to react, but luckily, with a seasoned 
crew and captain, they were able to stabilize the boat and avert a 
catastrophe. 

We were all on edge for the rest of the opening. Things can, and 
do, happen in an instant out here. After all, it had been a little over 
a month since we were the first ones on the scene when the Ariel 
took on water in the middle of Clarence Strait. 

A routine run down into the engine room proved that fact. 
James went down below to see if the fish were plastered in the  
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Kodiak is not a town with a commercial fishing 
fleet, it’s a fishing fleet with a town. If you’ve got to 
haul out someplace, haul out in Kodiak. They’re the 
friendliest, most helpful people in the North Pacific.

David Jentry, Owner
F/V Alaska Spirit 
100 feet, 440 tons

To schedule your haul-out, contact our 
management team at mowen@city.kodiak.ak.us 

or call 907-486-8080. See our vendor list at
www.kodiakshipyard.com.

“

”

Kodiak Shipyard
Welcomes You

Small Friendly Town

Big Modern Yard

typhoon Parma slammed into north america in October, 
causing headaches for fishermen from California to amy 
Majors in alaska. naSa photo

windows, and they were. Good 
news for us, but he immediately 
noticed a hydraulic leak! It had 
just happened, so we caught it 
before it had the chance to burn the  
Prospector down. You replay all of 
these life or death scenarios inside 
your head, but I don’t think any of 
us are prepared for what we will 
inevitably be faced with throughout 
our fishing careers.

I’ve been fishing for a while now, 
but I’ll never get used to how fragile 
we are out there on the water. I guess 
we all need a little reality check 
every once in a while, to keep our 
perspectives on life in check. 

Too skinny: I sent my mother a 
picture of our hatchful a week ago, 
with me proudly kneeling beside 
it. I was excited about showing off 
our hard work for the day, but all 
my mother had to say was, “Amy,  
honey, you’ve lost too much weight, 
and you look sickishly pale and 
boney. You don’t look good.” 

Disappointed with her response, 
because I thought she’d congratu-
late us on a job well done, I replied, 
“That’s what seining does to you, 

Mom. It’s exhausting in every sense 
of the word, but damn, is it ever a 
rush!” She went silent, and I was 
called skinny, so it was a win-win 
situation.

I’m looking forward to taking 
the Prospector south again this year. 
We might even sponson her, mak-
ing her 24 feet wide, but I’m pretty 
sure these are just distant dreams, 
as we only have a few weeks left to 
make the money we need to get the  
job done. 

My cat, Coho, foams at the mouth 
when she goes through the Queen 
Charlottes, so hopefully we don’t 
encounter any 30 footers on our way 
down south either. Come to think of 
it, Coho probably got the sea-sick-
ness-foaming-at-the-mouth thing 
from me. Anyways, I’ll be at the Fish 
Expo (Booth 634), staying on the boat 
in Fishermen’s Terminal yet again. 
I’ll also be working in the booth all 
three days, so stop by to chat and 
renew your subscriptions.

Love, Tough Girl

Amy Majors seines salmon out of  
Ketchikan.
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FISH FacTor by LAINIE WELCH & STEPHANIE MANGINI

Final tallies for 2013: Top fish, top skippers, top ports

What’s Under Your Raingear?

New! Nightwatch Puffy

Seals out cold and wind when fi shing, working on deck 
or exploring the outdoors. 

• Water-resistant 100% nylon ripstop material   • Elasticized cuffs  • Inside zippered chest pocket  
• Zippered handwarmer pockets  • Adjustable drawcord hem  • Silicone-based hydrophobic insulation    
• Lightweight & packable into inside chest pocket  • Available in Black, Green or Orange  • Sizes XS-5XL 

U S Awww.Grundens.com
Available at a Grundéns dealer near you!

Catch the Nightwatch at PME Booth #721

Grundens Nightwatch-PacificFishing.indd   1 9/27/13   3:35 PM

Final tallies for 2013: Top fish, top skippers, top portsFinal tallies for 2013: Top fish, top skippers, top ports
What we’re eating: Americans remain true to their seafood  

favorites. 
Once again, shrimp, canned tuna, and salmon topped the list 

of the 10 most popular seafoods. That’s according to the National 
Fisheries Institute’s annual compilation. Following the top three are 
farmed tilapia, Alaska pollock, farmed Pangasius, crab, cod, catfish, 
and clams.

Looking more closely at the numbers shows that for the first 
time in five years, crab consumption began to increase again after a 
steady decline since 2007.

 The main news from the top 10 list is that whitefish surpassed 
shrimp as the largest single 
seafood category. Whitefish 
consists of cod, pollock, tila-
pia, Pangasius, and domestic 
catfish. The combined con-
sumption of those fish soared 
6.2 percent, while shrimp fell 
9.5 percent. 

As a result, whitefish as a category now is higher than shrimp for 
U.S. per capita consumption. 

The growth in whitefish is driven by tilapia and Pangasius. 
Cod saw a small increase, while pollock and domestic catfish 
declined. Also declining: Americans ate slightly less seafood over-
all last year at 14.6 pounds per person, compared to 15 pounds in 
2011. Each person ate just over 2 pounds of salmon in 2012, a 3.5  
percent increase.

Top of the charts:  For 
the 16th year in a row, 
Dutch Harbor ranked as 
the nation’s top fishing 
port, with 752 million 
pounds crossing those docks last year, valued at $214 million. 

The No. 2 port for landings again was Empire-Venice, Louisiana. 
The “Aleutian Islands” jumped to third place with 456 million 

pounds, led by deliveries to Akutan, and bumped Kodiak to No. 4 
with 393 million pounds landed in 2012. 

In all, 13 Alaska ports made the top 50 list for poundage, accord-
ing to the annual Fisheries of the 
United States report by NOAA 
Fisheries.  

For value of the catch, New 
Bedford, Mass., retained the lead 
for the 13th consecutive year at 
$411 million, thanks to pricey 
scallops; Dutch Harbor ranked 

second, followed by Kodiak at $170 million and the Aleutian Islands 
with a dockside value of $119 million. 

In all, U.S. seafood landings totaled 9.6 billion pounds last year, 
valued at $5.1 billion, down 2.2 percent and 3.2 percent, respective-
ly, from 2011. 

Other highlights: 
• Alaska topped all other states for total landings at 5.3 billion 

pounds and for overall value at $1.7 billion. 
• Alaska provided 55.5 percent of all seafood landed in the U.S. 

last year.
• The top five fish species landed by volume were pollock, men-

haden, cod, flatfish, and salmon. 
• For value, the “crabs” category ranked first, followed by scal-

lops, shrimp, salmon, and lobster. Pollock and cod were sixth and 
seventh for value. 

• Shellfish prices dropped by 3 percent, while prices for indus-
trial products, such as oils and feeds, increased by 14 percent. 

• Dockside prices increased for 18 out of 32 species groups being 
tracked and decreased for 14 species. The skipjack tuna price index 
had the largest gain, up 112 percent, while sockeye salmon showed 
the largest decrease at 17 percent.

• The average dock price paid to fishermen in 2012 was 53 cents 
per pound, compared to 54 cents the previous year. 

• U.S. consumers spent about $82.6 billion for fishery products 
in 2012.

• The U.S. fishing industry contributed $42 billion to the GNP. 
• Americans ate less seafood last year at 14.4 pounds per  

person, compared to 15 pounds in 2011. The decrease resulted  
primarily from a drop in the domestic landings utilized for food, the  
report said. 

Other Alaska ports on the top 50 list include the Alaska Peninsula 
at No. 9, Naknek at No. 14, Cordova at No. 15, Ketchikan at No. 
18, Sitka at No. 20, Bristol Bay at No. 22, Seward at No. 23, Peters-
burg at No. 24, Kenai at No. 31, and Juneau at No. 42 for seafood  
landings in 2012.

Pacific Fishing columnist Laine Welch writes the Fish Factor news-
paper column and produces Fish Radio out of Kodiak. She is helped by  
Stephanie Mangini.

The “Aleutian islands” jumped to third place 
with 456 million pounds, led by deliveries to 

Akutan, and bumped kodiak to no. 4 with 
393 million pounds landed in 2012.
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by WESLEY LOYalaSka NoTEBook
Alaska 2013 salmon season will be remembered

One for the ages: The 2013 Alaska commercial salmon season 
could well go down as the most valuable ever.

The state Department of Fish and Game put a preliminary value 
of $691 million on the catch.

That’s based on estimated ex-vessel prices but does not include 
post-season bonuses or price adjustments.

“It is entirely possible that after final prices are determined, the 
2013 season, without accounting for inflation, could surpass 1988 as 
the most valuable salmon harvest in history,” the department said.

The 1988 catch tallied a value of $724 million.
The 2013 catch set a record for the number of fish landed at nearly 

273 million. Pink salmon accounted for the bulk of the catch at 219 
million.

“Our salmon managers across the state have done an excel-
lent job of ensuring sustainability of our salmon stocks while  
optimizing fishing opportunity,” said Jeff Regnart, state commercial 
fisheries director.

      
Regional breakdown: Most years, Bristol Bay is the state’s most 

valuable salmon fishing region, thanks to its prodigious sockeye 
salmon runs.

In 2013, however, Southeast Alaska grabbed the top spot with a 
value of $219.4 million, followed by Prince William Sound at $162.2 
million and then Bristol Bay at $140.6 million.

Southeast and Prince William Sound both had enormous pink 
salmon hauls, while Bristol Bay’s sockeye catch was relatively small 
this year.

      
The have-nots: Not every region of Alaska enjoyed a wonderful 

salmon season.
Case in point: the Lower Yukon River. For the sixth consecutive 

year, no commercial periods targeting Chinook salmon were allowed 
in the mainstem Yukon or in the Tanana River.

      
Togiak herring outlook: The state is forecasting another potential 

blockbuster herring harvest in the Bristol Bay waters near the village 
of Togiak.

Biologists project a 2014 run biomass of 157,448 tons, large enough 
for an allowable harvest of 27,890 tons in the Togiak sac roe fishery.

The 2013 fishery, which occurred in May, produced a harvest of 
28,793 tons, yielding a preliminary ex-vessel value of $2.9 million.

The herring are valued primarily for their eggs, or roe, with the 
harvest marketed predominantly in Asia.

      
Marine debris: The Japanese tsunami of March 2011 swept a lot 

of junk into the Pacific, and U.S. officials want to keep track of it. 
Submit debris sightings to NOAA’s Marine Debris Program at Disas-
terDebris@noaa.gov.

For more information, go to www.marinedebris.noaa.gov.
      

Subsidiary sold: Seattle-based American Seafoods Group has 
again narrowed its business focus.

The company sold its American Pride Seafoods unit to High  
Liner Foods, a Canadian company. High Liner valued the deal at 
$50 million.

American Pride is a value-added frozen fish and scallop processor 
located on the harbor in New Bedford, Mass.

In 2008, American Seafoods shed its Alabama-based catfish  
processing subsidiary.

The company operates factory trawlers targeting pollock in 

the Bering Sea and whiting off the U.S.  
West Coast.

Bernt Bodal, chief executive of American 
Seafoods, said the American Pride sale “will 
allow us to strengthen our position as a pro-
ducer of premium seafood products from the sustainably managed 
fisheries in Alaska and the Pacific Northwest and lead the industry 
in developing new products and markets from those fisheries.”

      
New steel: Pending regulations could spark construction of a new 

class of super longliners for Alaska’s Pacific cod fishery.
The regulations, known as Amendment 99, would allow fishery 

license holders to replace old boats with larger, safer, and more  
efficient vessels, the National Marine Fisheries Service said in a Sept. 
30 public notice.

Amendment 99 is aimed at the longline catcher-processor fleet, 
which comprises 36 licenses.

Vessels in the sector range from 107 to 180 feet long and average 
40 years old, with about a third of them built before 1946.

Amendment 99 would allow replacement of these old-timers with 
new vessels up to 220 feet long.

Larger vessels could accommodate more processing lines and big-
ger freezer holds and could stay at sea longer, NMFS said.

The amendment, by itself, would not increase the cod catch, as the 
fleet is subject to annual limits.

Pacific Fishing columnist Wesley Loy,  a lso  runs the  Deckboss  blog,  
www.deckboss.blogspot.com/.
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mId-coaST rEPorT by KATIE WILSON

Long-time Astoria yard operator dies in Portland
Shipyard owner dies: Life-long Astoria resident Don Fastabend 

seemed to know everyone, said long-time friend and current Port of 
Astoria Commissioner Jim Campbell. For years, Campbell took his 
tugboat to Astoria Marine Construction Co. (AMCCO), the shipyard 
where Fastabend worked for more than half a century.

Fastabend, 83, died Oct. 9 in Portland. With his passing,  
friends say an important piece of local history is gone. Campbell 
remembers him especially for his honesty.

Along with several other partners, Fastabend took over the  
ownership of Astoria Marine Construction Co. in the late 1960s from 
shipbuilder and designer Joe Dyer, who began the business in 1924.

Fastabend began working for Dyer in 1950, a time he would later 
say was the peak of AMCCO’s employment and production. With 
the end of World War II, the Korean War, and the military contracts 
that came with both wars, work dried up. By 1960, the shipyard’s 
workforce went from 400  
to 15.

But, helped in part by the 
rise of the king crab busi-
ness, AMCCO began to see 
more boats. In 1968, Dyer 
offered to sell the business. 
Fastabend said he was the 
youngest of the group that 
took on the purchase. Over 
the years, the other guys 
retired or passed away until 
only Fastabend remained.

His son Tim eventually 
took over running day-to-
day operations at the ship-
yard, a business the north 
coast fishing fleets still rely 
on heavily. If AMCCO closed, the fleets would have to travel much 
farther south or north for any major repair work.

Several years ago, it looked as though AMCCO would be forced 
to shut down, in part because of the very military ship-building con-
tracts that had helped it weather the tough times in the final years 
of the Depression and at the start of World War II. In 2011, the Envi-
ronmental Protection Agency announced that it had found contami-
nants at AMCCO, some of them linked back to materials used for the 
building of the military metal-hulled vessels. 

The EPA is seeking to list the site on the National Priority List, 
which lists and slates for clean-up the most contaminated sites in 
the country, such as the Umatilla Army Depot in Hermiston, Ore., 

don Fastabend’s yard remains important to the commercial fishing fleet.

which stored 7.4 million pounds of Cold War–
era chemicals for more than 50 years, and the 
Hanford nuclear site in Washington.

      
Stay on gillnet ban denied: A review on 

rules that would phase out commercial non-tribal gillnet fishing on 
the main stem of the Columbia River will go forward. 

In late October, the Oregon Appeals Court denied a stay that 
would have delayed the enforcement of these rules while a lawsuit 
about the policy changes is under review.

Petitioners Steve Fick and Jim Wells had filed the petition for a 
stay this summer after the Oregon Department of Fish and Wildlife 
adopted the rules in June. They argued that the policies would have 
a huge economic impact on the commercial fishing fleet. The court, 
however, concluded the petitioners had not shown that commer-

cial fishing interests would 
be harmed. Sportfishing 
groups have argued that 
the new rules will protect 
wild fish stocks.

Under the policy chang-
es, the Columbia River gill-
net fleet would be restricted 
to small areas nearer the 
mouth of the Columbia Riv-
er. One of these enhanced 
fishing areas is Youngs Bay.

“This isn’t going to serve 
the fleet,” said Hobe Kytr 
of Salmon For All, an asso-
ciation of gillnetters, fish  
processors, and other relat-
ed businesses. “When you 

get 50 boats in there, it’s completely crowded.” 
Gov. John Kitzhaber first proposed the changes in a ballot that 

appeared last November. He called for a complete ban on the 
use of gillnets on the Columbia River. Though the measure was 
defeated by a 66 percent majority, Kitzhaber proposed a four-year  
phased approach.

The review continues in the Oregon Court of Appeals.
      

Vessel aground, woman dies: The U.S. Coast Guard rescued two 
men and a dog from the tip of the north jetty at the entrance to Coos 
Bay after a fishing vessel ran aground there on Oct. 7. The men said 
the boat had been hit by a rogue wave that pushed the 30-foot wood-

hulled vessel into the north jetty.
A third crew member, 50-year-old Vera-

Jeane Saltzman, was reported missing  
following the rescue of Bruce Geddie, 50, 
of Reedsport, and Dan Campbell, 53, of  
Roseburg. Her body was found the next 
day more than a mile southwest of the Coos  
Bay entrance.

The incident is still under investigation.

Pacific Fishing columnist Katie Wilson is a for-
mer reporter for The South County Spotlight 
and The Daily Astorian and now is a freelance 
writer on natural resource matters.
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SoUTHErN clImES by DANIEL MINTz 

California’s salmon season topped 300,002 Chinook

58’ Seiners now available in fiberglass, aluminum and steel

32’ Bristol Bay Gillnetters 
now available in Aluminum 

or Fiberglass

253-272-9319
2218 MARINE VIEW DRIVE

TACOMA, WA 98422
www.modutechmarine.com

MODUTECH MARINE, INC
New Construction to 100’

• Commercial • Work • Charter Boats

32’ Bristol Bay Gillnetters 

Salmon, by the numbers: We know that the state’s commer-
cial salmon season was profit-rich this time around, and some very 
preliminary wrap-up numbers quantify prosperity. At deadline, a 
very preliminary estimate from the California Department of Fish 
and Wildlife’s Ocean Salmon project was that 300,002 Chinook were 
caught statewide through the end of September.

A final, more definitive report on the season will be released in 
February, but by all accounts, the  
season was the best seen in years.  
Certainly better than last year’s, which 
yielded 214,000 fish. 

Fort Bragg in particular saw a jump 
in landings from last year, almost 
matching San Francisco, with 1.6 mil-
lion pounds landed. That’s 122,500 
fish, compared to 38,211 last year. 

There were no quotas below Horse 
Mountain, and from there to the Ore-
gon border — the Klamath Manage-
ment Zone (KMZ) — monthly quotas 
were in effect. But fishermen in the 
KMZ like to see monthly quotas these days.

That’s because last year, there was only one quota allotted for  
fishing — for September, arguably the least productive salmon  
fishing month. This year, a 6,000-fish quota for the second half of 
September wasn’t even met. As salmon returned to rivers to spawn, 
fishermen continued making money by targeting albacore tuna and 
selling it dockside.

The KMZ saw 10,200 Chinook landed during the season, mostly in 
Eureka, almost double last year’s harvest. 

Melodie Palmer-Zwahlen, the Ocean Salmon Project’s supervising 
biologist, said the statewide average catch per boat was 23 fish per 
day fished, higher than the long-term and forecasted average of 15 
fish per day.

Prices ranged from a $10-per-pound spike seen early in the season 
to around $4.50 per pound on the low end. But an average ex-vessel 
price of $6.50 ensured strong returns for fishermen and expensive 
salmon fillets for the fresh market’s consumers. 

And next year? No one who does forecasts is saying what it will be 
like yet. We’ll have to wait for those reports.

      
Bycatch reduction: 2012 was the second year of the West Coast 

Groundfish Catch Shares program, and a report on it was released by 
NOAA in September. According to the report, the individual fishing 
quota system that was launched in 2011 has resulted in a “substantial 
reduction” of bycatch.

Also in the report, the groundfish fleet was able to catch 29  
percent of target species other than Pacific whiting, up from 24 percent  
in 2011. 

“This result highlights the increased diversity of the landings 
and the fishermen’s ability to target new areas and markets,” the  
report states. 

Fixed gear is allowed in the formerly trawl-exclusive groundfish 
fishery, and sablefish is its most valuable species. In 2012, 58 percent 
of the catch share program’s sablefish revenue was from fixed gear, 
up 10 percent from 2011. 

But overall sablefish catch was down last year and so were prices 
for it. That was offset by increases in both catch and prices for petrale 
sole, yellowtail rockfish, Pacific cod, lingcod, and slope rockfish.

Under the program, fishermen can trade or sell their quotas, 
measured in pounds, to other fishermen. The report states that 

the total poundage of quota transfers was 25  
percent higher in 2012 and the number of  
transfers doubled. 

The report also gives a brief overview of the 
program’s onboard observer monitoring, with 
observers logging 8,500 sea days on trawl vessels. The cost of observ-
ers is increasingly being footed by fishermen, a controversial aspect 

of the program. 
Electronic catch monitoring is being 

lobbied for and the report gives a nod 
to it. A sidebar explains that testing of 
various types of camera equipment, 
experimenting with camera place-
ment, and comparing camera data  
to observer-recorded data are all  
continuing. 

The report somewhat dryly hints 
at a future change in observer tech-
niques with this densely-worded 
statement: “Such projects will help 
NOAA Fisheries and the Council 

move forward with consideration of the possible use of EM and to 
achieve the most cost-effective and sustainable approach that ensures 
alignment of management goals, data needs, industry/government 
cost sharing, and regulations,”
Pacific Fishing columnist Daniel Mintz has reported on Humboldt Coun-
ty’s government and natural resources industries for more than a decade. 
His news reports are syndicated locally in three of the county’s weekly news-
papers and on KMUD-FM radio. 

the California statewide average catch per boat was 23 
salmon per day fished, higher than the long-term and 
forecasted average of 15 fish per day.

the California statewide average catch per boat was 23 the California statewide average catch per boat was 23 t
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All mariners are advised to update their Emergency Radio Procedures posted in the wheelhouse to ensure the procedures do not advise the 
operator to tune the radio to Channel 2182.

On August 1, 2013, the Coast Guard discontinued radio guard and transmission on Medium Frequencies (MF 2-4 MHz). The Coast Guard no 
longer monitors voice distress channel 2182 kHz or Direct Selective Calling (DSC) channel 2187.5 kHz, the frequency associated with the red 
“Distress” button on DSC-enabled MF radios. Additionally, marine information and weather broadcasts are no longer transmitted on 2670 kHz.

MF 2182 and 2187.5 were only two of several frequencies available for distress communications. The Coast Guard will continue to maintain a 
continuous watch on VHF FM channel 16 (156.8 MHz) and existing voice and DSC “Distress” frequencies in the 4/6/8/12 MHz bands for HF radios.

The minimal use of MF 2182 and 2187.5 channels by mariners for distress and safety coupled with antenna site deterioration, costly upkeep, and extensive maintenance 
required to support the medium frequency (MF) system led to a Coast Guard decision to terminate the MF services and direct the public mariner to use more modern VHF 
and HF safety and distress services that can be reliably received by the Coast Guard.

Commercial fishing vessels that operated between 20 and 100 miles from shore were required to have a radiotelephone transceiver capable of transmitting and 
receiving on frequencies in the 2-4 mHz band (46 CFR 28.245(a)(2)). Most radio 
communications equipment carried by vessels operating beyond 20 miles from shore 
exceed this requirement and are capable of operating in the 2-27.5 MHz range. These 
HF radiotelephones just need to be tuned to other GMDSS radiotelephone distress 
voice frequencies (i.e., 4125, 6215, 8291, or 12290 kHz voice). Vessels operating 
beyond 20 miles from shore that have older MF radiotelephones not capable of 
tuning to higher frequencies should obtain a radiotelephone capable of transmitting 
and receiving HF to ensure the vessel is able to make a distress call when needed.

Please prepare for emergencies by tuning your radio to the proper frequency and 
modifying Emergency Radio Procedures. You can cut out the above handy job aid and 
post it near your HF transceiver: 1 MHz = 1000 kHz.

FishSafeWest.info contains the Federal Register announcing this change with 
detailed information on why this action was taken. You will also find a link to the 
Coast Guard Navigation Center HF Distress and Safety Watch-keeping Schedule.

Updated Emergency Radio “MAYDAY” placards may be obtained by emailing  
troy.rentz@uscg.mil.

“What's New” is a service of Pacific Fishing's Advertising Department.  Contact Diane Sandvik at (206) 962-9315 for more information.

What's New...
UPdATE yOUR EMERgENCy RAdiO PROCEdURES

When the owners of the 186’ longliner Northern Leader designed the vessel, product quality 
and power efficiency were first on their minds. In order to preserve the catch at premium quality 
from the minute it enters the vessel, it is submerged and tumbled in a 30º F slurry ice bath, 
facilitating good bleeding and rapid chilling of the entire fish.

The shock immersion in the 30º F slurry mix reduces the migration of parasites toward the 
fillets during the first minutes after the fish is landed. At the same time it brings the temperature 
of the fish close to the freezing point without the risk of causing slow freezing of the product. All 
bins on the processing line have a slurry ice supply from a piped-in system. This ensures that the 
product is being chilled at all times along the line until it enters the freezers.

Once in the freezer, the freeze time is shortened because of the efficient slurry ice pre-
chilling of the fish. As the Icegen Slurry Ice Generator is connected to the economizer vessel 
on the ammonia refrigeration system, the power consumption is low and does not impact the 
low temperature freezing system; this saves energy. The initial heat from the product, down to 
near freezing temperature, is removed very economically, saving on the overall freezing cost and 
reducing the load on the freezer. 

Highland Refrigeration has delivered several onboard combined slurry/flake ice systems. 
The latest such system was for the newly built 58’ F/V Cerulean. When Neil Anderson saw the 
compactness and easy changeover between slurry and flake ice product, he chose a Highland 
Refrigeration 15-ton-per-24-hour slurry ice system. This system can alternatively produce  
6-ton-per-24-hour dry, free-flowing seawater or freshwater flake ice.

Please contact Highland Refrigeration for a demonstration and further information for flake 
ice and slurry ice machines up to 1,000 tons per 24 hours.

A division of Highland Holdings, Inc.
4250 24th Ave. W., Seattle, WA 98199 USA  •  Phone: (206) 213-0040  •  Fax: (206) 213-0045

www.highlandref.com  •  info@highlandref.com

See our ad on the back cover

FiSHiNg VESSElS CHOOSE SlURRy iCEHIGHLAND
REFRIGERATION
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SUPPORT COASTAL
RADIO STATIONS

Pacific Fishing magazine appreciates the stories developed 
by these community radio stations in Alaska. We pass many 
along to you in our daily FishWrap emails.

You benefit from their coverage of local news that affects 
your business: regular weather advisories and special 
features like the Alaska Fisheries Report.

Please support them. Give generously to your local station.*

Thank you!

*Fishermen who are non-Alaskan residents: please donate to the station 
you listen to most often.

RADIO STATIONSRADIO STATIONSRADIO STATIONS
Pacific Fishing magazine appreciates the stories developed 
by these community radio stations in Alaska. We pass many 
along to you in our daily FishWrap emails.

You benefit from their coverage of local news that affects You benefit from their coverage of local news that affects 
your business: regular weather advisories and special 
features like the Alaska Fisheries Report.

Please support them. Give generously to your local station.*

Thank you!

*Fishermen who are non-Alaskan residents: please donate to the station 
you listen to most often.
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Professional services

  
 

 

Gibbons & Associates, P.S.

Over 25 years experience

Gibbons & Associates, P.S.

email svg@gibbonslawgroup.com

Fishing Vessels 
Tug & Barge 
Dredging 
Floating Cranes 
Cargo & Misc. 
New Vessels 
Conversions 
Stability Analysis 

Hockema & Whalen 
Associates

Seattle WA 98107 E-mail: boatstuff@hockema.com 
5450 Leary Avenue NW #252 Tel:  206 365 0919 

N a v a l  A r c h i t e c t s  •  M a r i n e  E n g i n e e r s  

Jackson, Morgan
& Hunt, PLLC

4123 California Ave SW #101

www.jmhseattle.com

ELGEE REHFELD MERTZ, LLC
Certified Public Accountants

“Alaska CPAs serving the Alaska commercial  
fishing industry with tax, accounting and  

attest services for over thirty years.” 

9309 Glacier Highway, Suite B-200, Juneau, AK

Phone: (907) 789-3178
E-mail: info@ermcpa.com / Web: www.ermcpa.com

28 £ £ £
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Buyers of high-quality Alaskan and Canadian 
caught longline halibut and black cod.

We buy in all fishing areas anD  
We offer great prices. 

“Call us today for a quote on your trip!”

MAIN OFFICE:

Phone ...........206-232-5040
Fax ..................206-232-4413
Dana Cell ....206-295-7500
Tyler Cell .....206-354-7717
Dispatch ......4944

BELLINGHAM OFFICE:

Phone ...........360-676-1606
Fax ..................360-671-7855
Tony Cell .....360-739-3656
Dispatch ......5644

Dana f. besecKer co., inc.

Plastic traps for spot prawn/shrimp, 
crab and lobster

Phone: (714) 903-0433    Fax: (714) 899-2794

Web: WWW.OCEANTRAPS.COM
Email: oceantraps@aol.com

Establish your real estate  
in PACIFIC FISHING magazine!

Make sure that your name, contact  details and  
services are in  the fleet's hands EVERY month.

Set up a single or double Marketplace ad:
Call: 206-962-9315 or email: dianes@pacificfishing.com

Want  
to 
reach 
fishermen?  

Contact:
Diane
sanDViK
She
knows
the
business.

To reserve space, contact  
DIANE at 

(206) 962-9315 or 
dianes@pacificfishing.com

THE BUSINESS MAGAZINE 
FOR FISHERMEN

Want  
to 
reach 
fishermen?  

SOME PEOPLE CAN 
FIX  ANYTHING.

PACIFIC FISHING

AD ON

MARKETPLACE

August 2013 Issue

Need repairs? Our 
full service Seattle 
shipyard is on call  
24/7. Get back 
on the water fast. 
Contact Luba at 
425.922.8282, 
luba@fosscom; 
or contact Jon at 
206.200.0530, 
jhie@foss.com.

Worldwide Maritime Transportation 
Marine Logistics • Engineering • Full Service Shipyard

www.fossmaritime.com/shipyards

Always Safe. Always Ready.
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LISTINGS WANTED!!!

IFQ: ALL AREAS
BOATS: ALL KINDS

PERMITS: ALL TYPES  
 

JOIN OUR LIST OF
SATISFIED CUSTOMERS.

CALL TODAY.
 

BUYERS ARE WAITING.

www.permitmaster.com

—IFQ—

NEW LISTINGS DAILY. CALL FOR QUOTES  
OR CHECK OUT OUR COMPLETE LIST  

ON THE WEB — $/F = FISHED

 

CALL FOR A COMPLETE LIST OF VESSELS FOR SALE
INCLUDING MANY BOAT/PERMIT PACKAGES

Toll Free: 888-588-1001

4302 Whistle Lake Rd • Anacortes, WA 98221

  
  

ONLINE @ www.permitmaster.com  Email: vessels@permitmaster.com Fax: 360-293-4180

IFQs • VESSELS • PERMITS
E X C E P T I O N A L  F U L L  S E R V I C E  B R O K E R A G E

PARTIAL LIST/CALL IF YOU DON’T SEE IT!

— PERMITS —

THE PERMIT MASTER

hERRiiNg
SITKA SEINE ................................$500K
PWS SEINE ...............................WANTED
COOK INLET SEINE .........................$16K
KODIAK SEINE ...........................WANTED
SE GILLNET ....................................$11K
KODIAK GILLNET ...............................N/A
NORTON SOUND ..............................$2K
HOONAH POUND ............................$48K
CRAIG POUND ...........................WANTED
PWS POUND .....................................N/A
SALmoN
S.E. DRIFT ....................................$108K
PWS DRIFT ..................................$208K
COOK INLET DRIFT ............................N/A
COOK INLET SET .....................$45K/PKG
AREA M DRIFT ..................................N/A
AREA M SET .....................................N/A
BBAY DRIFT .................................$135K
BBAY SET.......................................$46K
SE SEINE .....................................$320K
PWS SEINE ...............................WANTED
KODIAK SEINE ...........................WANTED
CHIGNIK SEINE ..................................N/A
AREA M SEINE ...............................$70K

POWER TROLL ...............................$34K
HAND TROLL .............................WANTED
PUGET SOUND DRIFT .....................$28K
PUGET SOUND SEINE ................WANTED
ShELLfiSh
SE DUNGY 300 POT ..........................N/A
SE DUNGY 225 POT .......................$29K 
SE DUNGY 150 POT .......................$19K 
SE DUNGY 75 POT .........................$12K
SE POT SHRIMP ................................N/A
SE RED/TANNER .............$165K W/GEAR
SE BRN/TANNER ..........................$150K
SE RED/TANNER ..........................$150K
SE BRN ...............................$80K OFFER
KODIAK TANNER <60’ ....................$28K 
DiVE
SE GEODUCK .................................$95K
SE CUCUMBER ..........................WANTED 
miSC.
CAL NEAR SHORE .....................WANTED
CAL SQUID ................................WANTED
CAL SQUID LITE BOAT ...............WANTED
CAL LOBSTER .....................$70K OFFER
CAL DUNGY 33’ TIER 6 ...................$90K
CAL TROLL................................WANTED

EXCEpTioNAL “fULL” SERViCE
BRoKERAgE SAmpLES

15,000# “C” SE BCOD UNBLKD @ $24 
12,000# “C” WY BCOD UNBLKD TRADE FOR SE

5,500# “C” WY BCOD BLKD @ $29
10,000# “B” CG BCOD UNBLKD @ $25
13,000# “C” WG BCOD BLKD @ $15

10,000# “C” WG BCOD UNBLKD @ $17
9,000# “B” AI BCOD BLKD @ $3

20,000# “B” AI BCOD UNBLKD @ $4
1,500# “D” 2C HAL BLKD @ $42

3,500# “C” 2C HAL UNBLKD @ $46/FISHED
10,000# “C” 3A HAL UNBLKD @ $35
7,000# “B” 3B HAL UNBLKD @ $26

5,500# “B” 3B HAL BLKD @ $24
ANY# “B” 4A HAL UN/BLKD @ WANTED

15,000# “B” 4B HAL UNBLKD @ $20/FISHED
20,000# “B” 4D HAL UNBLKED @ $20/FISHED

p2004m – 58 X 18 STEEL MARTINOLICH COMBO,  
CURRENTLY RIGGED FOR POT COD AND LONGLINE. 343 
CAT MAIN W/5K HOURS ON REBUILD. 20KW AND 35KW 
ISUZU AUX. PACKS 80K IN RSW. LOTS OF RECENT  
UPGRADES INCLUDING COMPLETE REWIRE. UP TO 
DATE ELECTRONICS. REDUCED TO $450K. BS LLP AND 
GEAR AVAILABLE.

p1889m – 32 X 13 JUMBO RAWSON, 3208T CAT, 7.5 
TON PACWEST RSW, SLIDING REEL W/LEVELWIND, 
PARKER 4 CUBE HYD PUMP, VERY NICE ACCOMODA-
TIONS IN CABIN, 4 BUNKS W/HEAD AND SHOWER IN 
FOCSLE, FURUNO RADAR, 2 GARMIN PLOTTERS. VERY 
WELL MAINTAINED. EXCELLENT BUY ON A SQUARED 
AWAY RSW BOAT. REDUCED TO $109K. MOTIVATED. 
BRING OFFERS.

p2000m – 58 X 16 TOPHOUSE FROSTAD, 8V71 GMC MAIN, 
TWIN DISC GEAR, 3 STATION HYD STEERING, 3500 GAL 
FUEL, 700 WATER. PACKS 80K IN SLUSH IN 3 INSULATED, 
GLASSED HOLDS. BOOM W/TOPPING AND VANGING. ELEC-
TRONICS INCLUDE FURUNO RADAR, RAYTHEON SOUNDER, 
ECHOTEC PLOTTER, FURUNO GPS, WAGNER MK IV PILOT. 
CURRENTLY SET UP FOR LONGLINE. EASY CONVERSION TO 
JUST ABOUT ANYTHING ELSE. BIG GALLEY. STATEROOMS 
IN CABIN AND TOPHOUSE. JUST ADD YOUR GEAR AND GO. 
REDUCED TO $159K. ADMEASURE DONE.

p2045m – 80 X 22 COR-TEN STEEL HULL, ALUMINUM 
HOUSE COMBO, GMC 12V92 MAIN W/1 SEASON ON  
REBUILD, 55KW AUX, NEW 40 TON RSW. ALUMINUM  
RIGGING, 22' - 4 TON CRANE, CRAB DAVIT AND BLOCK. 
24" BOWTHRUSTER. PACKS 200K IN 4 INSULATED/
GLASSED TANKS. FURUNO GPS, JRC RADAR, NOBELTEC, 
RAYTHEON AND FURUNO SOUNDERS, COMNAV PILOT. 
BOAT COMPLETELY GONE THRU LAST YEAR. ONLY $420K.

p2020m – 58 X 20 STEEL SEINER, KTA 19 CUMMINS 
MAIN, 65KW DEERE W/3 STAGE HYD PUMP ON PITTS 
CLUTCH, 20KW N LITES AUX, 25 TON RSW, SS CIRC 
PLUMBING. BOWTHRUSTER. PACKS 120K IN 2 HOLDS. 
SS FUEL AND WATER TANKS, EXTENSIVE SS PLUMBING. 
WESMAR 800, 2 FURUNO RADARS, COMNAV PILOT, 
FURUNO SOUNDER, NOBLETEC. CUSTOM INTERIOR, 
SEPARATE HEAD/SHOWER IN STATEROOM. VERY WELL 
MAINTAINED, TURN-KEY. NEW PRICE - $985K.

p2040m – 32 X 15 TRIPLE JET TOPHOUSE STERN-
PICKER, 3 - 3116 CATS DRIVING KODIAK JETS THRU 
PITTS CLUTCHES FOR 35 KNOT TOP SPEED. PACKS 18K 
IN IMS RSW. HUGE WORK DECK W/NARROW INTERNAL 
DRIVE SLIDING REEL. THIS IS A FISH KILLIN’ PLATFORM 
THAT REALLY PERFORMS. REDUCED TO $289K.

p2057m – CLASSIC 47' SUNNFJORD FREEZER  
TROLLER/LONGLINER, HEAVY DUTY 120 VOLVO MAIN, 
TWIN DISC GEAR, JOHN DEERE AUX W/8KW GEN AND 
4 CUBE HYD PUMP, 7.5 TON REFER RUNS OFF MAIN 
OR AUX. REDUNDANT ELECTRONICS. VERY WELL  
MAINTAINED AND CONTINUALLY UPGRADED. $335K 
FIRM.

p2053m – 58' SHORE SEINER, ONE SEASON ON NEW 
CAT C-18, TWIN DISC 514 GEAR, ISUZU 20KW AUX, 
DRUM, TILT RAMP, SELF PURSING WINCH, VANGING 
AND TOPPING ON MAIN BOOM. ALL NEW HYD HOSES. 
BOW THRUSTER. RAYTHEON RADAR, FURUNO SOUND-
ER, COMNAV PILOT. PACKS 90K. $595K.
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AVAILABLE TO HARVEST YOUR IFQS!
We deliver quality product! 
F/V Sherrie Marie, 65’ Steel 
longliner, available for hired 
skipper & walk-ons.  30+ years 

fully equipped boat, seasoned 
professional crew with HIGH 
QUALITY
delivered bled & iced.  Competi-
tive rates & references.

Contact Norman @ 509-675-0304 or alaskanorm@centurytel.net

TWIN DISC MarINe TraNSMIS-
sions, Caterpillar and Cummins Engines 
& parts. New and rebuilt, biggest selection 
of used ENG & Gear parts in the world 
available. Worldwide shipping. Best pric-
ing. Call Steve at Marine Engine & Gear 
781-837-5424 or email at twindiscgears@
verizon.net

Run as is

Please make changes as indicated

May 09 Fishermen’s News

The F/V Morgan  
is ready to fish 

your IFQs!
The F/V Morgan is a 32' Delta, available 
to fish all classes of quota in all areas. 
It’s a like-new, fully-equipped, clean, 
and comfortable boat. Professional 
crew with 15+ years experience in 
the fishery. Flexible schedule and 
competitive rates. No #2s, best prices. 

For more information, contact Jonathan Pavlik, (907) 784-3032

fiSh ifQ
Will fish your 2C, B, C or D halibut IFQ 
for 30% or 25% medical transfers. I pay 
for everything, travel included. 25 years 
experience, hardworking, easy going, lots 
of references and return clients. (541) 
260-2441 or (907) 957-6295.

800-992-4960  907-235-4966
UPDATED LISTINGS ON THE WEB

PO BOX 505, HOMER ALASKA 99603
Alaska Boats & Permits, Inc.

FULL SERVICE MARINE BROKERAGE
FAX: 907-235-4965 E-MAIL: abp@acsalaska.net

IFQs PERMITS VESSELS

www.alaskaboat.com
Harvest your A, B, or C IFQ’s 

on the F/V Expatriate
A fully equipped and well maintained 58’ Delta. 
Experienced captain and crew with a reputation for 
quality; best markets for your catch. Buyer references 
available. 

Call 907-772-4856 weekdays 
OR mobile 602-320-9050

Pacific Fishing December ‘13

(206)789-5101
(800)683-0297

See all our listings at www.dockstreetbrokers.com.

Dock Street Brokers

HALIBUT IFQ
2C-D-B:   1,200 lbs ...........asking $42.00
3A-B-U: 12,000 lbs ...........asking $32.00
3A-C-U:    4,500 lbs ..........asking $30.00
3A-C-B:    4,000 lbs ..........asking $28.00
3B-B-U:    2,500 lbs ..........asking $23.00
3B-C-B:    3,500 lbs ..........asking $20.00
4A-C-B:    2,000 lbs ..........asking $12.00
4B-B-B:    4,000 lbs ..........asking $14.00
4D-C-B:    3,500 lbs ..........asking $15.00

SABLEFISH IFQ
AI-B-B:     8,800 lbs  .............asking $2.75
CG-B-U:   8,000 lbs  .............asking $18.00
CG-C-B:   8,000 lbs  .............asking $15.00
SE-C-U:  20,000 lbs  ............asking $30.00
WG-A-U: 25,000 lbs  ............asking $20.00
WY-B-U:   6,000 lbs  ............ asking $35.00

Selling your boat?
Low 5% Commission
Non-Exclusive Listing  

You retain the right 
to sell your own vessel.

We are here to help with 
all your vessel, permit              

or IFQ needs.

BB13-022  32’x13’x24” Bristol Bay 
sternpicker built in 1994 by Wegley.  
Cat 3208 T/A main rated at 425 hp. 
7 cube pump for hydraulics.  300 
gallons fuel capacity.  Maritime Fab 
anchor winch, power roller.  Rozema 
net reel with Kinematic Twister drive. 
Plumbed for RSW.  Gear included.  
Asking $225,000.

SE13-010  58’ “wide body” Delta built 
in 1991.  Can be rigged for seining, 
dragging and pot fishing.  Cat 3412.   
Bulbous bow with bow thruster.  Cat 
3304B 50kw generator with double 
hydraulic pump.  Isuzu 4BG1 35kw 
generator. RSW system.  165,000 
capacity.  Asking $2,680,000.

SE13-013  50’x15’x6’ shallow draft 
fiberglass seiner built in 1988 by 
LeClercq Marine.  8V-92 TA main 
(recently rebuilt) rated at 600 hp.  
Twin Disc MG 5111-A gear.  Bow 
thruster.  Isuzu 35 kw generator.  
Cold Sea 15 ton RSW with a 
Titanium chiller.  65,000 # capacity.  
Asking $825,000.

SE13-014  58’x16’x7’ wood seiner 
built by Hansen in 1949.  Cummins 
KTA 1150 main.  Twin Disc 514 4.5:1 
gear.  Isuzu 27.5 kw aux.  Packs 
55,000#’s in (1) fiberglass tanked 
fish hold reglassed in 2013.  IMS 18 
ton RSW system installed in 2012.  
New deck winch, pilot house roof, 
and fidley installed in 2012.  Asking 
$240,000.

fiSh ifQ
Will fish your 3b, 4a, 4b halibut IFQ. A, B or C 
class. Room on documentation or walk-ons. 
Lots of references, professional. (907) 654-7780 
or (970) 254-8416.

foR SALE
Used troll winches, single speed, 190 hydra 
stars, 70 gal/min valve, 600 fathoms of 3/4" 
wire, 9" risers. Winches are in Kodiak. $35K for 
set. (503) 881-0077.

foR SALE
F/V HADASSAH 58x19' Delta Seiner, longliner, pot 
boat. 1978; 343 main; 30kw generator; 7 1/2 -9 
kw Northern Lights Generator; upgrades include 
large rolling chaulks, UHMW guards, metalized 
hydro valves and SS lines; bulbous bow; Furuno 
Sonar; Pilkington Deck winch. Also available: 19’ 
Rozema Skiff and SE Permit. (907) 399-7219
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FisherySpecies Asking Price* Offer*

Prices in December vary in accordance with market conditions.* in thousands
+ denotes an increase from last month. N/A denotes No Activity.
– denotes a decrease from last month.

By Mike Painter and the Permit Master

State 
Value*

Alaska Entry Permit Prices
(as of 12-1-13)

Gillnet: Activity in Bay permits had slowed a bit by early november and prices were leveling off 
at around $130k. new listings of Se permits had them dropping to below $110k, but the only 
interest so far was below $100k. PWS permits were still moving steadily and prices were a bit over 
$200k. cook inlet permits firmed up a bit, moving back into the $80s, but offers were slow in com-
ing. Area M permit were holding at $80k. Puget Sound permits were available in the upper $20s.

Seine: new listings of Se permits were coming on the market around $320k, but nothing new 
for offers as of early november. PWS permits continued to move at above $200k. kodiak permits 
were still climbing, with recent sales pushing toward $50k. offers for Puget Sound cards were 
$150k or better, but there were no permits available. 

Troll: interest in Se Power Troll permits showed prices moving from the low to mid $30s.  hand 
Troll permits were still moving at around $10k - $11k. california troll permits are still in demand 
and hard to find.

Shellfish: Buyers are still looking for california crab permits. Big oregon permits are hard to find. 
Big Washington permits are available, but the supply is dwindling. Puget Sound dungy cards are 
holding steady between $90 and $100k.

 SAlMon

 S Se dRiFT 108- 90- 118.1-

 S PWS dRiFT 208+ 205+ 202.8+

 S cook inleT dRiFT 80+ 75+ 93.8+

 S AReA M dRiFT 80 80 77.9

 S BRiSTol BAy dRiFT 135 125- 100.7+

 S Se Seine 320- 290 316.3

 S PWS Seine 205+ 200 176.9+

 S cook inleT Seine 100 80+ 66-

 S kodiAk Seine 50+ 45+ 39.9+

 S chignik Seine 230 200 186.3

 S AReA M Seine 65 60 67.8

 S yAkuTAT SeT 18- 16- 19.9

 S cook inleT SeT 15 14 13.1-

 S AReA M SeT neT 65 52.5 55.6

 S BRiSTol SeT neT 39- 37 37.3-

 S loWeR yukon 10 9 10.9

 S PoWeR TRoll 33+ 32+ 31.5-

 S hAnd TRoll 11 10.5 10.2-

 heRRing

 h Se gillneT 11 10 12.8-

 h kodiAk gillneT 5 3 4.9

 h SiTkA Seine 400 350 430

 h PWS Seine 40 25 31.6

 h cook inleT Seine 16 10 16.8+

 h kodiAk Seine 40 30 23.3

 h Se Pound SouTh 40+ 40+ 31.5+

 h Se Pound noRTh 40- 35 44

 h PWS Pound 4 4 3.5

 ShellFiSh

 S Se dungy 75 PoT 12 10 10.6-

 S Se dungy 150 PoT 19 17.5 18.9

 S Se dungy 225 PoT 29 26 27.2

 S Se dungy 300 PoT 50- 45+ 43

 S Se PoT ShRiMP 21 18.5 20.3+

 S kodiAk TAnneR <60 27 25 30.5

 S PugeT Sound dungy 100+ 92 n/A

 S WAShingTon dungy 1,250-4,000/FT  1,000-3,750/FT n/A

 S oRegon dungy 1,500-4,000/FT 1,250-3,750/FT n/A

 S cAliFoRniA dungy 400-800/PoT 300-800/PoT n/A

 Se AlASkA diVe

 Se Ak dive uRchin 3 3 3.6

 Se Ak dive cucuMBeR 35- 34- 35.1+

 Se Ak dive geoduck 95+ 80 82.8

BOX   score

northwestfcs.com

800.372.0112

•  Permits

•  Real estate

•  Vessels

•  Equipment 

•  Operating lines of credit

•  Young and beginning
fishermen

We provide financing for:
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Halibut & Sablefish IFQ Prices
recent market activity in halibut and sablefish quota shares

Species
Regulatory

Area
Vessel 

Category*
Poundage 
(thousands)

Status 
(blocked/

unblocked)

Ask
(per pound) 

Low High

Offer
(per pound) 

Low High

NOTE:  Halibut prices reflect net weight, sablefish round weight. Pricing for leased shares  
 is expressed as a percentage of gross proceeds. ** Too few to characterize.

*Vessel Categories: A = freezer boats B = over 60’ c = 35’-60’ d = < 35’

By Mike Painter and the Permit Master

A few listings of 2c were left sitting at the end of the season, with interest dying down in the last 
month. A few end of season trades in 3A showed prices still coming down a bit. nothing new in 
3B where buyers are just about nonexistent. A little bit of last minute trading in 4A had season low 
pricing. nothing going in other parts of area 4.

Sablefish trades toward the end of the season were mostly on the eastern side of the gulf. Prices 
remained down. There are a few lower offers being floated, but the market should be fairly quiet 
until early spring now.

 h 2c d 1-10 B 40.00-45.00 36.00-40.00

 h 2c c/B 1-3 B 40.00-42.00 40.00-42.00

 h 2c c/B 4-10 B 42.00-44.00 42.00-44.00

 h 2c c/B Any u 46.00 43.00-45.00

 h 2c A  B/u 50.00 45.00

 h 3A d  B/u 26.00-32.00 20.00-24.00

 h 3A c/B 1-5 B 27.00-30.00 24.00-26.00

 h 3A c/B 5-10 B 30.00-32.00 28.00

 h 3A c/B >10 u 30.00-38.00 30.00

 h 3A A  B/u 36.00 35.00

 h 3B d  B 16.00-20.00 12.00-15.00

 h 3B c/B 1-10 B 17.00-25.00 12.00-16.00

 h 3B c/B >10 u 22.00-26.00 18.00-20.00

 h 3B A  B/u n/A 30.00

 h 4A d  B/u 15.00-20.00 10.00-12.00

 h 4A c/B 1-10 B 12.00-20.00 10.00-12.00

 h 4A c/B >10 B 18.00-20.00 10.00-12.00

 h 4A c/B >10 u 14.00-22.00 12.00-14.00

 h 4B/c/d c/B 1-10 B 12.00-18.00 8.00-10.00

 h 4B/c/d c/B >10 B/u 17.00-20.00 10.00-12.00

 S Se c/B 1-10 B 23.00-25.00 22.00-23.00

 S Se c/B >10 u 24.00-34.00 23.00-24.00

 S Se A  B/u 32.00 30.00

 S Wy c/B 1-10 B 26.00-32.00 22.00-24.00

 S Wy c/B >10 u 28.00-34.00 24.00-26.00

 S Wy A  B/u 35.00 33.00

 S cg c/B 1-10 B 15.00-24.00 13.00-15.00

 S cg c/B >10 B/u 18.00-24.00 14.00-16.00

 S cg A  B/u 30.00 25.00

 S Wg c/B 1-10 B 12.00-14.00 10.00-12.00

 S Wg c/B >10 B 14.00-17.00 10.00-12.00

 S Wg c/B/A >10 u 14.00-20.00 12.00-14.00

 S Ai c/B/A  B/u 1.50-6.00 1.00-5.50

 S BS c/B  B/u 1.50-6.00 1.50-5.50

 S BS A  B/u 7.00-8.00 6.00
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foR SALE
50ft Delta Troller 1974. Re-powered in 2005 
with new economical John Deere diesel 
engines. Well equiped. California Salmon  
Permit. $165,000. Contact Tom Cardosa  
(619) 813-9263. tom@ensignyachts.com 

foR SALE
CLASSIC 26' x 8' RADON – $42,500 – Less 
than 1000 hours on Mercruiser gas engine 
with X-drive (new aluminum gas tanks) PRICE 
INCLUDES CA SALMON TROLL PERMIT and 
FISHING GEAR 3-spool Simplex gurdies, Stain-
less rack, Fiberglass poles, Galvanized EZ Load 
Trailer CALL: Bruce Steele (805) 686-9312 or 
winfieldfarmerbruce@gmail.com

SpoRTfiShiNg BoAT foR SALE
Priced to sell quickly at $369,000. 75 foot Coast 
Guard certified overnight boat with 49 bunks 
and full galley. Boat is currently in Long Beach. 
Can stay or move wherever you want. Call  
Don (949) 279-9369. Boat available 10/1.

foR SALE
55ft charter boat with 22 bunks. Call Don  
(949) 279-9369.Priced to sell, $89,000..

foR SALE
1980 45' troller. California salmon permit. 
$119,500. V6-71 Main. YW# 1442-2529549. 
Contact Tom Cardosa at (619) 813-9263 or 
tom@ensignyachts.com.

foR SALE
Commercial tug boat for sale. $129,000. Boat 
push the button, ready to go. Also 45 salmon 
permit with gear sold separately and a slip in 
Santa Barbara also available at an additional 
cost. Call Don (949) 279-9369.

foR SALE
47' Sunnfjord fiberglass combination longline/
freezer troller. Volvo MD 120A recent rebuild. 
John Deere 4024 Aux with low hrs. Very 
well maintained with many custom features.  
$325,000. (907) 738-8710.  

foR SALE
47' custom twin diesel Sportfisher completely 
rebuilt in 2006. $289,000. YW# 1442-2561571. 
Contact Tom Cardosa at (619) 813-9263 or 
tom@ensignyachts.com.

P a c i f i c  N o r t h w e s t  P o w e r  C e n t e r
Parts for the complete Volvo Penta line

Fast 
Friendly
Expert

(206) 784-3703
On the 

Ship Canal

1-800-223-5284
Engine Sales • Parts • Service
www.coastalmarineengine.com
info@coastalmarineengine.com

wANTED
SE Alaska Sea Cucumber permit. To Lease 
for $700 or buy for $33,000. Please respond 
immediately. (907) 747-7416.

fiShiNg gEAR AND EQUipmENT
29" power block, 10" submersible fish pump, 
10" Transvac fish pump, dewatering box, 18' 
roller rail, aluminum skiff ramp, and other 
seine gear. Call John for info (401) 742-3419.

foR SALE
F/V AGILE: 48.5’ Troller/Longliner. Surveyed in 
May 2012. $89,000. (907) 723-1107.
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KoDiAK SALmoN  
SETNET SiTE

Located on westside of kodiak, 
turnkey operation including skiffs, 
nets, anchors, cabins. proven 
catch history. $195k email 
sockeyedominator@hotmail.com

foR SALE
Tuna-Salmon-LL-Crab. 54x16.8’ Fort Bragg-
style freezer boat. 671 main-recent overhaul. 
27 KW John Deere Aux, low hours. Built 1977.  
Well maintained with good metal throughout. 
Locat-ed in Sitka, AK. $365,000. (907) 747-6388 or  
(907) 738-1163.

foR SALE
17 foot Rozema skiff for sale. 
Runs good. 3208 turbo. $29,000. 
Call Don: (949) 279-9369.

foR SALE
For sale 54' heavily built Aluminum seiner, packs 
73,000 lbs in RSW. Owner is serious about 
selling.  Priced below recent survey.  View asking 
price, price reduction plan, pictures and owners 
phone number at wwoofish.com. Click on ‘view 
all ads’ at wwoofish.com. Or call: 808 769 4794. SALmoN TENDER wANTED

Salmon set net cooperative in 
Bristol Bay seeking a tender 
to hire for the June/DECEM-
BER 2013 season. Large seiner 
or other should ideally pack 
about 45-50,000 lbs. with 
RSW. Shallow draft/twin screw  
preferred. 20-30 day con-
tract. Solid references. Contact  
reid@redsalmon.com or (503) 
880-9170.

giLL NET LiCENSES
Have 2 general gill net licenses 
for California. $6000.00 apiece. 
Call with offers. Don: (949)  
279-9369.

ENDoRSEmENT
California trap endorsement for sheephead. 
$85,000. Call Don: (949) 279-9369.

TRI-CORE PLASTICS CONTAINERS LTD
1-800 214-3542 Vancouver B.C.
http://www.plasticfishcontainers.com

Insulated Containers

47”X42”X34” High
DX 327 model

Capacity 1200 lbs.

Capacity 2000 lbs.

47”X42”X46” High
DX 335 model

Capacity 400 lbs.
43”X22”X30” High
DX 310F model

Single Walled
Capacity 200 lbs.
(comes w/cover)

18”X13”X4

Plastic Dividers
Custom made-
also
liners for steel 
basckets. 

Plastic Freezer 
Trays
Custom made to 
your rack size.
Good release of 
fish –50 Degrees

40”X22”X15” High 
Big Spring Salmon Container

Capacity 800 lbs. 
(comes w/cover)

40”X48”X30” High
TT 851 model 
Forkliftable

Capacity 100 lbs.

32”X18”X12” High
Coho totes 

Roe bascket 6 colors avaliable

Call us today we ship 
anywhere!
1-800 214-3542 

foR SALE
54' fiberglass freezer troller. 
Very well maintained boat with 
a very large fishhold. 1800 gal. 
fuel capacity. 30 kw genset 
new in 2008. Ak power troll 
permit available. $325,000. 
(360) 280-2675

Choose HOMER for your boat work

www.homermarinetrades.com

wANTED
California near shore permit needed. Right away! 
Buyer has cash. Please call Don (949) 279-9369.

foR SALE
Two ZF gears, 5/1 ratio rated 
for 1000 HP. One rebuilt, one 
10 years of service still working 
fine. Gears in Newport. $50K for 
pair. (503) 881-0077.

2014: Tap inTo The power of presence  
in The fleeT’s favoriTe magazine!

Reserve space by 12/11/13* to begin your high  
visibility exposure in the world’s most productive  
and lucrative commercial fishing industry. Pacific 
Fishing captures the essence of the North Pacific 
fisheries on all levels.

pacific fishing is a powerful presence in  
The norTh pacific! Be parT of iT in 2014.

Contact Diane Sandvik, Advertising Sales, at  
206-920-5516 or dianes@pacificfishing.com

*12/11/13 for the February ‘14 issue

Download our 2014 media kit at www.pacificfishing.com

foR SALE
Furuno CH250 sonar. 150 KHz. 
Comes with motion sensor 
and spare sounddome. In 
excellent condition and ready to  
install. Asking $10,000.00.  
(250) 338-9172.
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Squid gone: Recently, the California Department of Fish and 
Wildlife closed the commercial fishery for market squid, Loligo 
(Doryteuthis) opalescens. Closure came a month earlier than the 
year before.

This was the fourth straight year the squid fishery closed early. 
The season typically extends all year, from April 1 to March 31. 
The difference this year, unlike the past, was that the department 
collaborated with the squid industry on day-to-day manage-
ment, including the closure date. – Monterey Herald

      
High seas pirates: Canada’s Operation Driftnet patrols began 

in 1993 after the United Nations imposed a moratorium on large-
scale high-seas driftnet fishing and banned the use of nets longer 
than 2.5 kilometers in length. The same year, the North Pacific 
Anadromous Fish Commission (NPAFC) was established by the 
Convention for the Conservation of Anadromous Stocks, prohib-
iting directed fishing for anadromous fish in the waters of the 
North Pacific Ocean and its adjacent seas. 

Launching of Operation Driftnet marked the beginning of 
the active phase of NPAFC cooperative enforcement activities 

among its member countries to eliminate illegal, unregulated, 
and unreported (IUU) Pacific salmon fishing. 

In recognition of the 20th anniversary of Canada’s Operation 
Driftnet, an official reception was hosted by the government of 
Canada at the Aviation and Space Museum.

      
Worse than toenail fungus: “A poll showed we as a Con-

gress have a lower approval rating than dog poop, toenail fun-
gus, cockroaches, and the IRS,” the senator quipped. “We do 
have a higher rating than Putin and hemorrhoids, and we beat 
out the Ebola virus and also Charles Manson by a long shot. We  
also have higher ratings than Honey Boo Boo but lower ratings 
than potholes.”

“It’s all so ridiculous,” she sighed. “You have to be able to 
laugh a little bit. It’s sort of like laughing through your tears.” 
– Alaska Sen. Lisa Murkowski, facetiously commenting on the 
public’s view of Congress during the federal shutdown.

      
Top boat builders: Together Crowley Maritime Corp. and 

subsidiary Jensen Maritime, the company’s Seattle-based naval 
architecture and marine engineering firm, were honored with 
two of the top 10 Significant Boat awards during the annual 
International Workboat Show held recently in New Orleans. 

The awards, which were accepted by Jensen Vice President 
Jonathan Parrot, were for the design of Crowley’s 750 class 
articulated tug-barges, a series of three tugboats and accom-
panying 330,000-barrel petroleum tank barges, and for the 
Jensen-designed Bob Franco, a new 120-foot long azimuth stern 
drive (ASD) tugboat built by Diversified Marine Inc. for Harley  
Marine Services. 

      
B.C. boatbuilding: The B.C. Shipbuilding and Ship Repair 

Board (SSRB), with support from the B.C. Ministry of Jobs, Tour-
ism, and Skills Training, is kicking off their shipbuilders cam-
paign with an online contest. Current and past employees of 
B.C.’s shipbuilding sector are encouraged to enter the “Get on 
Board!” contest.

The “Get on Board!” contest marks the first phase of the 
SSRB’s website, a highly anticipated industry-wide resource tool 
that will help raise awareness of B.C.’s shipbuilding and ship 
repair sector and provide information on career and training 
opportunities available on the West Coast. 

Over the next decade alone, B.C.’s employers will need more 
than 4,000 individuals to meet existing and future job open-

ings in both the shipbuilding and repair  
sector and the directly affiliated metal 
plate and fabrication sector for such  
professions as welder, marine fitter, 
electrician, pipefitter/sprinkler installer, 
trades supervisor, machine fitter and 
marine engine mechanic occupations, 
and many more.

      
Hatchery king crab: NOAA research-

ers achieved the first experimental 
release of hatchery-reared red king crabs 
in Alaska on Sept. 25, 2013, to assess 
the importance of outstocking density  
on survival. 

Crewman John rantz buoys up pots (in September) for father John 
rantz’s boat, the Virginia R, at bellingham’s Squalicum Harbor. the 
Puget Sound dungeness harvest value has been increasing for a 
decade, with reported commercial landings more than $8,000,000 
the last two seasons, according to WdFW. buck Meloy photo
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NETS KODIAK
Providing Quality Fishing Gear to  

Kodiak Fishermen Since 1984

SHOP SERVICES:
Complete wire press offering anchor cables to net rigging with 
swaged eyes.

NETS crew familiar with most kinds of line splices to provide 
tie-up lines to Gilsen Lines and other lines at customer’s request.

NETS provides specialty items on an as-needed basis with 
expert assistance in the ordering process.

GEAR OFFERED:
Specializing in a variety of commercial fishing gear.

NETS has been supporting the trawl fleet with hardware, web, 
wires, chain and assorted materials.

NETS also works with the salmon fleet by keeping in stock a 
variety of web, corks, purseline, bunt web, and blocks.

SEINE AND TRAWL NETTING:
Braided, twisted and specialty ropes and twines.
Complete purse seines ready to fish, available as ordered.
Two kinds of rain gear and gloves sold.

NETS KODIAK
325 Shelikof Street, Kodiak, AK 99615

907-486-5350 Phone / 907-486-2655 Fax
nets@gci.net / www.net-sys.com

The juvenile crabs, from brood stock (egged females) col-
lected at Alitak Bay, Kodiak Island, were reared at the Alutiiq 
Pride Shellfish Hatchery and transported to the NOAA Kodiak  
Laboratory. The release site, at Cozy Cove near the village of 
Old Harbor on Kodiak Island, was selected because it is well- 
sheltered with plenty of red king crab habitat. 

To begin the release process, researchers created 12 plots 
on a transect line along the shoreline at a constant depth of 30 
feet. Each plot was 5 x 5 meters (25 m2) and was marked with a 
square of ground-line held in place with rebar stakes. Plots were 
positioned 10 meters from each other. 

Juvenile red king crabs were counted out for each plot,  
transported to the bottom in individual containers, and released 
by divers. In all, nearly 5,000 crabs were released for the experi-
ment. Surveys made just before the release showed the area to 
be devoid of juvenile red king crabs, whereas the day after the 
release red king crab juveniles were present in the plots, indicat-
ing that the initial release of crabs was successful. Researchers 
will continue to monitor the release sites to estimate how well 
the crabs survive in the wild. – Asia Beder and Ginny Eckert. 

The Alaska King Crab Research, Rehabilitation, and Biology  

Program is sponsored by Alaska Sea Grant, UAF School of Fisher-
ies and Ocean Sciences, NOAA Fisheries, the Alutiiq Pride Shellfish 
Hatchery, community groups, and industry members.

      
Counting fish: Alaska’s biggest fishery, Bering Sea pollock, 

closed for the year on Nov. 1. Roughly 3 billion pounds will come 
out of that fishery. The Gulf of Alaska pollock fishery also ended 
for trawlers the same day, as did Pacific cod. Fishing for cod con-
tinues for other gear types in both the Gulf and Bering Sea; pot 
and jig fishing could last all year. 

Halibut longliners had taken 93 percent of their nearly 22-mil-
lion-pound catch limit, with about 1.4 million pounds remaining. 
For sablefish, about 3 million pounds remain for harvest in the 
28-million-pound quota. Both of those fisheries closed Nov. 7. 

Homer will regain the title of the top halibut port, topping 
Kodiak by about 1 million pounds in landings this year. Seward 
is the top port by far for sablefish landings. 

In Southeast Alaska, the pot shrimp fisheries were wrapped 
up in most districts with a total catch of 500,000 pounds. Demer-
sal shelf rockfish opened on Nov. 8 with a 35-ton harvest region-
wide. Divers continued combing the deep for sea cucumbers and 
giant geoduck clams. 

      
Plugging in: Mining in remote Alaska takes lots of power. Pac-

Rim Coal has filed for permits covering 10,000 acres on the west 
side of Cook Inlet across from Anchorage. They aim to strip 300 
million tons of coal from the region over 25 years. All of the coal 
will fuel power plants in Asia. 

Juvenile red king crabs just before being released near Old  
Harbor, alaska. 

continued on page 38

researchers Chris long and Peter Cummiskey get ready to go into 
the water to count crabs the day after the release. 
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A large camp will be built to house mine workers, along with 
a new road and a deep-water port facility. 

Out on the edge of Cook Inlet, builders propose a port facility 
on Kenai Peninsula Borough’s Ladd Landing site. It will contain 
a coal stockpile and facilities for an offshore loading of deep-
draft ocean-bound ships. There will be an overland conveyor 
system a minimum of 20 feet off the ground to prevent it from 
being a barrier to wildlife and recreation users in the area. 

Initially the coal mine will use 10 megawatts of power at peak 
loads and 17-20 megawatts at full operation. 

The 12-mile, partially covered conveyor belt and shoreside 
coal storage facility would be built atop several longtime salm-
on setnet sites. The coal project would discharge on average 7  
million gallons of mine waste and runoff into the Chuitna River 
every day. Builders say PacRim has submitted updated environ-
mental impact documents and is ready to move forward.

      
Soft halibut: Reports of mushy halibut were widespread 

among sport fishermen for the past two years, especially in parts 
of the Central Gulf. The fish have large areas of body muscle that 
is opaque and jelly-like. It’s been spotted in halibut since the late 
1980s, but the high numbers last year were unique. 

“I can say that we have seen it in Homer and in Seward, and 
we’ve even seen some reports from Kodiak Island,” said Ted 
Meyers, the state’s chief fish pathologist. Researchers aren’t  
sure of the cause, he said, but suspect it stems from nutritional 
deficiencies. 

“We just don’t have enough information on it yet.” 
Scientists are gathering data on the location, size, age, and sex 

of the fish, but there’s little new to tell. 
“We have had some of these halibut aged. There does  

not seem to be a difference between an older halibut and a 
younger halibut. There does not seem to be any difference 

after almost three months underwater, the fishing vessel Fate  
hunter is successfully lifted at the end of October. it was refloated 
and towed to Cordova. the vessel was grounded near Shoup bay 
on aug. 11. alaska Marine response and alaska Chadux deployed 
booms, removed all recoverable fuel and hydraulic and lube oils, 
and stabilized the Fate hunter in preparation for salvage opera-
tions to remove the vessel from the rock ledge where it rested.

between male or female.” 
Myers said even less is known about occurrence in the  

commercial fishery. 
“The commercial industry has not identified this as a problem 

in their processing of halibut. Although they haven’t really been 
looking for it, but it hasn’t really surfaced as a real problem. So, 
who knows, or at this point we just need more information.”

Mushy halibut syndrome is not to be confused with chalky 
halibut. That is linked to a buildup in lactic acid in the fish, which 
causes the flesh to turn white and dry and sometimes gape. 

No matter whether it’s mushy or chalky, if you catch a halibut 
with either condition, report it to Fish and Game or the IPHC. 

California fourth- through eighth-graders at Stockton’s Kohl Open 
School create a dia de los Muertos (day of the dead) altar  
(ofrendas) to honor the life of the Sacramento–San Joaquin river 
delta — and to caution about its possible demise if the proposed 
diversion tunnels planned under the bay delta plan are built and 
water is diverted under, rather than through, the delta. the altar is 
on display at the Mexican Heritage Center in Stockton. dia de los 
Muertos in Mexico and the u.S. is held every nov. 1 to honor the 
dead. dan bacher photo

      
Celebrating 35 years: Back in 1978, Furuno U.S.A. was 

formed to serve one of the largest markets in the world for 
marine electronics. Top management at Furuno Electric  
Company in Nishinomiya City, Japan, recognized not only 
the strength of the U.S. market, but the tremendous potential  
for Furuno’s radar, navigation, sonar, and communication  
electronics to assist professional and recreational mariners.

Thirty-five years later, this potential has far surpassed what 
they had originally anticipated for the U.S. market. A combina-
tion of product development and American management has 
resulted in 35 years of steady progress. 

Each year, as Furuno introduces new products, it continues 
to remain one of the largest marine electronic product lines in  
the world, servicing both the commercial and recreational  
maritime markets.  

Since its beginning in 1948, Furuno Electric Co. has grown 
from a small marine electronics company to one of the world’s 
largest, with the most comprehensive worldwide service  
network serving both the commercial and recreational markets.





BEST TECHNOLOGY   •   QUALITY   •   COMPETITIVENESS   •   RELIABILITY 
HIGHLAND REFRIGERATION Supplying Refrigeration Systems for the Worldwide Seafood Processing Industry — Ship or Shore-based

ARCTIC PROWLER - 136’ LONGLINER
“We chose HIGHLAND REFRIGERATION as 
our refrigeration system designer and 
supplier based on system simplicity, 
redundancy, reliability, price, and a 
well-known reputation for standing 
behind their product.”

Jerry Kennedy, Partner
Alaska Longline Company

NORTHERN LEADER - 184’ LONGLINER
“HIGHLAND REFRIGERATION has supplied 
100% of our refrigeration design, 
equipment purchases, and service since 
2004. They excel in all aspects of the 
marine refrigeration business...most 
importantly their positive proactive 
attitude and attention to detail is 
unsurpassed.”

Nick Delaney, Managing Director of 
Alaskan Leader Fisheries

BLUE NORTH - 191’ LONGLINER
“Blue North is pleased to have partnered 
with HIGHLAND REFRIGERATION to provide 
the refrigeration equipment for the new 

“Blue North”.  Highland Refrigeration’s 
leading edge technology and team 
of experts creates a synergy with our 
company that we believe is second to 
none.”

Kenny Down, President and CEO
Blue North Fisheries

WHAT DO THESE NEW VESSELS
HAVE IN COMMON?

• Titanium RSW and Brine Chillers
• Plate Freezers
• Blast Freezers
• Flake, Ice and Slurry Ice Machines
• Ammonia, CO2 and Freons
• Engineering, Repair, Parts and Service 24/7

4250 24th Ave W, Seattle, Washington 98199 USA
Phone: 206-213-0040  •  Fax: 206-213-0045

info@highlandref.com  •  www.highlandref.com




