


They’re coming for you. Just hold on. The deck was under 
your feet. Then it wasn’t. Sky, water – it’s all black. It’s 
been 20 hours, but now the sun’s up. They’re coming. 
Stay focused. Check your equipment again: seals are 
good – no leaking from the gloves or zipper, rescue light 
secure in pocket, pillow inflated. Stay warm. Take some 
breaths into the suit’s mouthpiece. It’ll circulate warm air 
to your fingers and toes. They should be close by now. 
Wait. There. A ship! It’s getting closer. They’re dropping 
the rescue boat. They’re coming. You’re going home.

SURVIVING THE LONGEST NIGHT

INCREASE THE ODDS OF GOING HOME
Stearnssafety.com I  Jeff Gayer 316-832-2981

The warming feature of the I950 Thermashield™ 24+ was tested with 
the suit, however, it is not part of the certification from the U.S. Coast 
Guard or the third-party test laboratory, Underwriters Laboratories.
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We fish journalists spend a lot of time poring over fine print.
One of the best sources of fine print is the Federal Register, an endless  

compilation of public notices and pending regulations.
It’s amazing what you can discover in the Federal Register.
Here’s one example. On Oct. 8, the National Marine Fisheries Service  

published a “notification of availability” of Amendment 104 to the fishery  
management plan for the Bering Sea and Aleutian Islands.

The amendment, if NMFS approves it, would designate six areas of skate egg 
concentration as “habitat areas of particular concern.”

Hmmm. Sounds suspiciously like protection of these rare skate nurseries 
could mean a ban on commercial fishing in the areas, which encompass about 
82 square nautical miles.

The notice explained that skates are long-lived, slow-maturing species that 
deposit egg cases on the seafloor, where they might be vulnerable to trawl gear.

So kick out the trawlers, right? It sure wouldn’t be the first time trawlers were 
excluded from productive fishing grounds off Alaska.

In this case, however, fishing probably won’t be banned, at least not initially.
The North Pacific Fishery Management Council, which developed  

Amendment 104, did not recommend regulations to limit fishing in the skate 
areas “because there is no evidence of adverse effects from fishing on skate 
populations,” the notice said.

That could change, as the council recommended that NMFS monitor the 
areas for changes in skate egg density or other potential effects of fishing.

As with so many notices published in the Federal Register, we the people are 
invited to comment on the pending Amendment 104. See the notice posted at 
tinyurl.com/q7uc8x7.

The move to designate the skate nurseries serves to highlight something 
we doubt the general public fully recognizes. The North Pacific has become 
a patchwork of “special” areas. It’s a trend that’s bound to continue, driven in 
part by activists leaning on regulators to protect corals, seamounts, canyons, 
marine mammal rookeries, essential fish habitat, and so forth.

We’ll continue scanning the fine print to keep you informed.
      

Don’t miss it: Daniel Mintz has a fine story on page 12 looking at how  
fishermen in California are working to recover lost crab pots for resale to their 
former owners. Talk about a win for the industry as well as the environment!

Wesley Loy is editor of Pacific Fishing magazine and producer of Deckboss, a blog 
on Alaska commercial fisheries. You can reach him at editor@pacificfishing.com or  
(206) 324-5644, ext. 234.
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Keeping upYoUr BUSINESS

It’s FRee! It’s dAILY!*
It’s the best commercial fishing news digest 
available in the North Pacific. Here’s some of 
what you missed by not reading Fish Wrap.

*FishWrap

*You can subscribe to Fish Wrap by sending an email to circulation@nwpublishingcenter.com. Write your first 
name, your last name, and the words “Fish Wrap.” Do it now, before you go another month without Fish Wrap.

Plan names pot grows as salmon threat: An extensive 
coho salmon recovery strategy released Tuesday by the NOAA  
Fisheries Service names marijuana cultivation in Humboldt County 
and the surrounding region as a threat to the dwindling species.  
– Times-Standard

Aquaculture sales rising: Total sales of aquaculture products 
in 2013 was $1.37 billion, an increase of 26 per cent from 2005,  
according to the latest figures in the 2013 Census of Aquaculture.  
– The Fish Site

Early close to pollock season: This season, the trawl fleet 
wrapped up a full month early thanks to an abundance of mature 
pollock. – KUCB

Feds find flaws in Susitna study: Federal fisheries officials have 
identified numerous flaws in data collection and analysis included in 
the initial study report prepared by the Alaska Energy Authority for 
the proposed Susitna-Watana Hydropower project. – Cordova Times

Fisheries offset hunger: It is widely acknowledged that  
fisheries has the capacity – if supported and developed in a regu-
lated and sensitive manner that is both environmentally and socially 
responsible - to address the challenges and further contribute  
positively towards eradication of hunger, food insecurity and  
malnutrition. – The Fish Site

Casting call for ‘extreme’ seafarers: Jason Watt is an executive 
producer for Al Roker Entertainment, the company that recently put 
out a casting call for a new documentary series that will highlight 
individuals with extreme relationships with the sea. – KDLG

Tanner crab catch soars: The biggest Bering Sea crab surprise is 
the whopping increase for bairdi Tanners, the larger cousin of opilio, 
or snow crab. The Tanner catch tops 15 million pounds, the largest in 
20 years. – Alaska Fish Radio

Susitna Dam manager blasts NMFS: In a news release,  
Susitna-Watana Project Manager Wayne Dyok says the NMFS  
letter “relies on mischaracterizations and generalizations.”  The actual 
response letter by AEA, which is signed by Dyok, goes even further, 
saying that assertions made by the Fisheries Service are “untenable, 
bordering on the absurd.” – KCAW

Scientists warn of acidification impacts: A group of 30  
scientists meeting in South Korea warned fishing countries, and  
especially those in the Caribbean, of the increasing ocean acidification.  
– Fish Information and Services

Millions of sockeye in B.C. run: Millions of sockeye salmon are 
returning to the Adams River near Kamloops in one of the most  
spectacular displays of natural beauty in the world. – CBC News

American Seafoods in $1.75M settlement: NOAA and  
American Seafoods Company (ASC) this week agreed to settle three 
civil enforcement cases involving flow scales on board the ASC’s  
fishing vessels. – NOAA

‘All-time lows’ for pollock, cod in 2013: Mailboxes across 
the Bristol Bay region have been filling up in recent days with the 
36-page annual report from the community development quota 
organization that represents the region. – KDLG

Observer program revisited: Fishing vessels between 40 and 
57.5 feet in length will carry marine observers on a trip-by-trip basis 
next year under a change recommended by the North Pacific Fishery 
Management Council. – Alaska Journal of Commerce

Disaster assistance payouts begin: Friday marked the 
release of $7.5 million in federal disaster assistance for commercial  
fishermen affected by the 2012 failure of the Chinook salmon in the 
Yukon and Kuskokwim rivers and Cook Inlet. – KDLG

Gulf warming tracked: Scientists at the University of Alaska,  
Fairbanks, have been studying the waters in the Gulf of Alaska and 
found that the warmer than normal temperatures are averaging 1 
to 5 degrees warmer than the September average of 55-57 degrees 
Fahrenheit. – KDLG

Captain remembered as a ‘hero’: The father of the captain of 
the fishing vessel that sank off Campbell River said his son died a 
hero, trying to save his crewmates. – Times Colonist

American Seafoods’ pollock price slump: American Seafoods 
Group’s CEO cites the slow rebound in prices for the highly leveraged 
company’s core products as the reason for the closure of its corporate 
flight department. – Undercurrent News

'Seafood ambassadors' wanted: A call is out for fishermen 
who want to be unofficial ambassadors for Alaska seafood.  
– Alaska Fish Radio

Russian pollock labeled as Alaskan: Russian fish masquerad-
ing as Alaskan, when tensions between Moscow and Washington 
keep escalating, has politicians and others furious. – National Journal

Black cod, halibut prices rising: Prices are rising for black cod 
and halibut, and there are big changes ahead for EU labelling laws  
as more information will now be required for better transparency 
– The Fish Site

SE Alaska LED salmon catch: Fishermen in Southeast Alaska 
hauled in the most salmon of any other region again this summer – 
narrowly edging Prince William Sound by just 404,000 fish.  
– Pacific Fishing columnist Laine Welch, reporting for Alaska Fish Radio

NOAA releases 2013 fisheries report: The annual Fisheries of 
the United States 2013 report states that while national fish and 
shellfish totals remained about the same, total landings of wild 
salmon was up 68 percent from 2012. – KDLG

Halloween fish tales told: Once again it's Halloween. Kodiak's 
fishermen shared some of their real-life scary experiences with Fish 
Radio. – Alaska Fish Radio
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YoUr BUSINESS Lighting

An accelerating trend in the industry is the shift to LED 
lights for use both above and below decks. (LED is 
an acronym for light-emitting diode, but don’t worry 
about remembering what it stands for). 

LED lights produce light far more efficiently than traditional 
lights and require up to 70 to 80 percent less power. Shifting to LED 
lights can pay off handsomely for vessel owners via fuel savings, 
decreased maintenance costs, and better crew safety. 

Replacing two 500-watt halogen lights with a single 150W 
LED deck light saves 850W of power – which directly relates 
to lighter generator loads and lower fuel consumption. For a  
75-kilowatt generator running at 75 percent load, the fuel savings 
over a year can add up to more than $750 – enough to recover the 
LED light’s cost in less than two years.

When comparing LED lights for use as deck or look-forward 
lights, you’ll find that there are many choices in the market with 
a wide range of prices for seemingly similar lights. To help sort 
through the choices and enable you to make a purchase decision 
with confidence, here are some tips to help guide you.

Two categories: First, there are different types of LED lights and 
the fixtures or housings that contain them, with significant pricing 
differences between them. In general, they fall into two categories: 
optically lensed and those which use the housing shape itself to 
aim the light. 

Optically lensed refers to a light that has a large number of small 
LED light sources (from four or five to more than 100) arranged 
in an array or grid, where each light source sits behind a lens 
that shapes the light to “land” in a controlled pattern. Optically 

  The
imperative and payoff of shifting to LED lights

lensed lights tend to carry higher prices but provide excellent  
ability to target light, whether far in front of your vessel or to  
specific areas of your deck. They also tend to have higher quality 
components, higher IP ratings (more on IP ratings below), and longer  
manufacturer’s warranty periods – in some cases, up to five  
years or more.

LED models that use the housing shape alone to direct light  
frequently have a yellow-colored square mounted in the center of 
a reflective housing that is typically rectangular or conical in shape 
and usually advertised as an “LED floodlight.” These lights are 
generally less expensive, since they don’t have the capability to 
optically target their light, and typically carry lower IP ratings and 
a one-year manufacturer’s warranty.

LED light bars, ranging in length from one foot to four feet or 
more, can either be fixture-aimed or optically lensed. You’ll be able 
to tell the difference by inspecting the face of the housing and also 
by checking the price level.

Wattage and color: Second, you’ll want to understand how 
to choose the right wattage and light color for the task at hand. It 
can be tempting to use light output (measured in lumens) as the  
deciding factor in choosing the wattage for a particular light, but 
the most effective measure is the amount of light that “lands” 
(measured in lux) where you need it, which changes based on  
distance from the light source and the beam angle of the light 
source (think “spot” vs. “flood”). 

For reference, the U.S. Department of Labor, Occupational  
Safety and Health Administration, recommends 54 lux for  
shipyards and 108 lux for construction areas. A knowledgeable 

by JOE WILLIAMS
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  The
imperative and payoff of shifting to LED lights

LED light dealer can help you choose the right wattage light to  
give you the lux needed.

Lighting for decks and below-deck areas calls for a color akin 
to daylight, and most LED lights imitate the color of daylight. For 
high visibility look-forward lights that need to penetrate fog, rain, 
or snow, the light of choice has been the High Pressure Sodium or 
HPS light, with its distinctive amber light. Amber light has a longer 
wavelength than white light, so it reflects less light back toward the 
light source – resulting in better contrast and penetration and little 
to no “high beams in the fog” effect. 

LED lights are just now being produced with the same pen-
etration capabilities as HPS and at similar cost – but without the  
relatively short bulb lifespan, separate ballast, and susceptibility 
to vibration.

One final piece of advice: Work with a reputable and knowledge-
able LED light dealer who knows your industry and how your  
vessel works to choose the right mix of lights that will give you the 
right light to do the job effectively and safely and that will also fit 
your budget.

Footnote on IP ratings: IP, or Ingress Protection, ratings are  
managed by the Geneva International Electromechanical  
Commission and indicate a light’s tested and certified ability to 
keep dust or dirt and water out. For marine applications, an IP65 
rating is the minimum to consider, with IP67, IP68, and IP69K rat-
ings best suited to stave off the elements and remain in service for 
the 50,000 to 100,000 hours that LED light manufacturers claim.  

Joe Williams is CEO of Elmore Electric.

What’s Under Your Raingear?
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Available at a Grundéns dealer near you!
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YoUr BUSINESS Lighting

upper left: A pink shrimp haul with eulachon bycatch. upper right: the results of lED lights hung on the trawl lines. lEDs have significantly 
reduced bycatch of threatened eulachon by showing where the fish can escape the net. Photos courtesy of the Oregon Department of Fish  
and Wildlife

Researchers have discovered a simple but extraordinarily  
effective means of keeping threatened eulachon out 
of fishing nets trawling for pink shrimp: light up their 
escape route.

Scientists with the Oregon Department of Fish and Wildlife 
found that LED lights attached to the trawl lines illuminate the 
escape path under the net, allowing eulachon and other species 
that enter the net to find their way back out.

Early results indicate that illumination reduces the unintend-
ed catch, or bycatch, of eulachon. Of 42 tows, evaluated under a  
variety of conditions, the new technique demonstrated a 90.4  
percent reduction in eulachon bycatch. The catch of pink shrimp 
– the target species – was largely unaffected, reduced by less than 
1 percent. Bycatch of other fish species, including darkblotched  
rockfish and slender sole, also was significantly reduced.

“Though we’re still fine-tuning the method, the use of properly 
placed lights really is showing a remarkable reduction in the catch 
of eulachon while still retaining shrimp,” said Bob Hannah, Oregon 
Department of Fish and Wildlife.

The new technique was shown to be effective when the lights 
were placed four feet apart across the center third of the footrope, 

by MEGAN MORLOCK

LED lights shown to reduce eulachon bycatch
an area near the bottom of the trawl that keeps the net open as 
it moves through the water. Researchers caution shrimpers to not 
place the lights around the rigid-grate bycatch reduction device, 
or BRD, as it actually decreased the effectiveness of the BRD  
for eulachon.

Shrimpers are encouraged to start using and testing a lighted 
fishing line immediately.

“We need the fleet to start using these lights. But more than that, 
we need shrimpers to tell us about their experiences, what worked 
well and what didn’t, so we can find the optimal arrangement of 
lights for reducing bycatch,” Hannah said.

The research was funded through NOAA Fisheries’ Bycatch 
Reduction Engineering Program and administered by the Pacific 
States Marine Fisheries Commission. The preliminary results hold 
promise for conserving eulachon, which is federally protected 
under the Endangered Species Act.

Eulachon has long been caught in the ocean shrimp fishery. The 
fishery was identified by NOAA Fisheries as one of the primary 
threats to the species and its recovery.

To learn more about the study, go to tinyurl.com/nd67ej8.  
Megan Morlock is with NOAA Fisheries, West Coast Region.
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YoUr BUSINESS Election results

The Nov. 4 general election results rocked Alaska’s political  
landscape, with incumbent U.S. Sen. Mark Begich, a Democrat, and 
Republican Gov. Sean Parnell appearing to lose re-election bids.

The results have significant implications for the commercial  
fishing industry. Begich chairs the Senate Commerce Subcommit-
tee on Oceans, Atmosphere, Fisheries, and Coast Guard. And the  
governor has a major say in who serves on panels such as the 
North Pacific Fishery Management Council and the Alaska Board 
of Fisheries.

According to the latest unofficial results available at press time, 
Republican challenger Dan Sullivan had 110,203 votes or 48.7 
percent of the total, compared to 102,054 votes or 45.1 percent  
for Begich.

In the governor’s race, Anchorage attorney and former Valdez 
mayor Bill Walker, running as an independent, had 107,395 votes or 
47.8 percent, compared to 104,230 votes or 46.4 percent for Parnell.

Don Young won his 22nd term as Alaska’s sole congressman. 
The Republican pulled 51.7 percent of the vote compared to 40.4 
percent for Democrat Forrest Dunbar.

Begich has served only one term in the Senate. In 2008, he  
narrowly defeated longtime Sen. Ted Stevens, who was hobbled at 
the time with allegations of corruption.

Much of the North Pacific commercial industry supported 
Begich for re-election. He picked up endorsements from United 
Fishermen of Alaska (UFA), Alaska Bering Sea Crabbers, 

Challengers top Alaska incumbents  
Begich, Parnell in tight races

by WESLEY LOY

and others.
Sullivan formerly served as Alaska attorney 

general and state natural resources commissioner.
Fishing industry support for Parnell seemed 

less solid. He became governor in 2009 after Sarah 
Palin resigned mid-term.

In one notable legislative race, Republican  
Louise Stutes, of Kodiak, defeated Democrat Jerry McCune, a  
Cordova commercial fisherman and lobbyist for UFA.

Minimum wage, Bristol Bay: In other election results, Alaska 
voters overwhelmingly passed a ballot measure to increase the 
minimum wage. The measure raises Alaska’s minimum wage from 
$7.75 to $8.75 per hour as of Jan. 1. The minimum wage will be 
raised further to $9.75 per hour as of Jan. 1, 2016. The measure also 
ensures that Alaska’s minimum wage will be at least $1 above the 
federal minimum wage.

Alaska voters also handily passed a ballot measure designed 
to further protect the salmon-rich Bristol Bay region from large-
scale mining, such as the proposed Pebble copper and gold mine.  
Specifically, the measure requires legislative approval of such mines.

Oregon results: U.S. Sen. Jeff Merkley sailed to victory over 
Republican challenger Monica Wehby. And Oregon voters  
narrowly rejected a measure to require labeling of genetically  
modified foods.  

Dan Sullivan
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YoUr BUSINESS Bycatch

Sure PFDs get in 

the way. In the way of

 YOU DROWNING.
-Angus Iversen

Mention of any company or product does not constitute endorsement by the National Institute for Occupational Safety and Health (NIOSH).

When fi shing the shallows or crossing the bar, a boat can 
capsize faster than you can put on a life jacket. So make a 
habit of wearing one. Today’s PFDs are comfortable, easy to 
work in and will extend survival time in the water. Choose 
the PFD for you at livetobesalty.org. Wear it. And live.

habit of wearing one. Today’s PFDs are comfortable, easy to 

by DANIEL MINtz 

A perfect storm of bycatch issues temporarily halted the 
West Coast whiting trawl fishery in October and triggered an  
unprecedented emergency meeting of the Pacific Fishery  
Management Council (PFMC).

Most of the recommendations approved at the Oct. 17  
emergency meeting were quickly implemented by the Nation-
al Marine Fisheries Service, allowing the fishery to reopen and  
avoiding millions of dollars of losses to the at-sea fleet and  
processing industry.

Bycatch hauls blindside  
West Coast whiting industry

And now that the smoke’s cleared, there’ll be lobbying and 
debate over streamlining the process of transferring bycatch  
allotments between fishery sectors.

Bycatch shocker: As of Oct. 10, the whiting (hake) season 
was proceeding normally. Following its May 25 start, 1.69 tons of  
darkblotched rockfish bycatch were harvested in a whiting haul of 
48,000 tons.

With a 6.3-ton cap on the bycatch in place, it seemed the  
fishery’s mothership sector – which consists of trawlers that deliver 

to processor boats or motherships – would 
reach its annual 68,000-ton allotment of 
whiting without incident.

That suddenly changed on the  
morning of Oct. 11, when several trawlers 
fishing 20 miles off Bandon, Oregon, caught 
a combined 5.42 tons of darkblotched 
rockfish delivered to three processor  
boats. That pushed the sector over its by-
catch cap and fishing stopped immediately.

It was a shock to the sector – its vessels 
had been fishing in the area for two days 
prior without significant bycatch. But a 
school of the rockfish moved unexpectedly 
into the area, and tons of it ended up in the 
trawl nets along with 723 tons of whiting.

There was another complication – the 
rockfish bycatch occurred as another cap 
was tripped.

The fishery’s three non-tribal sectors – 
the mothership fleet, catcher-processors, 
and shore-based trawlers – together are 
allowed a bycatch of no more than 11,000 
Chinook salmon. With that threshold hav-
ing been reached, the industry and NMFS 
were obligated to respond to two bycatch 
issues at once.

Management actions had to be taken 
quickly to prevent a fishery shutdown 
that would have stopped the fleet from  
harvesting more than 21,000 tons of its 
whiting allocation. The ex-vessel and  
ex-processor losses combined would have 
totaled $10 million.

Urgent actions : The emergency  
meeting was conducted via webinar 
technology, and the PFMC recommended 
a 3-ton rockfish bycatch allotment transfer 
from the catcher-processor sector to the 
mothership sector. The catcher-processors 
agreed to it, as their bycatch level was  
only at 48 percent of its threshold after  
the transfer.

The salmon bycatch was addressed 
through implementation of a Salmon  
Conservation Zone, which prohibits fishing 
from shore to a depth of 100 fathoms.

But since many large “hits” of salmon 
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bycatch had occurred at depths between 100 and 150 fathoms, 
routine transfers of unused tribal fishing allotments to the mother-
ship and catcher-processor sectors were conditioned on voluntarily 
working at a 150-fathom minimum depth.

When the tribal allotments are transferred to the shore-based 
trawl sector, it will become mandatory for all sectors to fish at  
150 fathoms.

Those recommendations were quickly approved, and the fishery 
resumed on the morning of Oct. 20. Though resolved, the situation 
highlights a range of bycatch management issues.

Not so fast: Among the written public commentary for the  
emergency meeting was a letter from Richard Carroll of the  
Washington-based Ilwaco Fish Co. He wrote that the meeting’s 
haste prevented “the opportunity for full public participation and 
full stakeholder representation.”

Carroll added that the lack of full consultation “reinforces 
the perception of inequality and overt favoritism by council  
management in its dealings with stakeholders.”

This is the first time any fleet has trespassed a bycatch limit since 
groundfish trawl rationalization started in 2011, and Ralph Brown, 
an Oregon-based trawler, described the bycatch transfers as “a very 
bad precedent.”

“Reallocating fish because one sector can’t or won’t stay within 
their quota destroys the credibility of the catch share program,”  
he wrote.

But the mothership sector’s bycatch maximums are “fairly 
small,” said Heather Mann, the executive director of the  
Oregon-based Midwater Trawlers Cooperative, which represents 
motherships and the trawlers that deliver to them. “That hasn’t 
caused premature closures, but it’s cost us in moves.”

Mann said that prior to the October bycatch quake, mothership 
vessels changed fishing locations several times to avoid other 
bycatches. Last spring, trawlers moved from off the Washington 
coast to less productive waters south of the Oregon-California  
border to avoid another species under bycatch caps – Pacific  
ocean perch.

“That cost us a half-million dollars in fuel alone,” Mann said.
Too much bureaucracy? There’s also concern about calling  

emergency meetings for actions that Mann believes can be  
done automatically.

“The reason it was extraordinary is that the council held an  
emergency meeting,” said Mann. “In the 20 years I’ve been 
involved in the industry, that’s never happened before.”

Mann believes NMFS can automatically transfer bycatch  
allotments at its discretion. Regulations allow flexibility, she  
continued, which should make the process less cumbersome.

“It’s frustrating for all of us in the fishery to jump through 
bureaucratic hoops to get fish that are just sitting there,”  
Mann said.

The emergency meeting approach is also an issue for shore-
based processors, said Rod Moore, executive director of the West 
Coast Seafood Processors Association. He said a more effective 
method of setting bycatch levels would be to “better tailor those to 
the needs of particular fisheries.”

The salmon bycatch–related depth minimum will push trawlers 
out of their favored fishing areas. There’s less bycatch as trawlers 
move to deeper waters, but that’s also where fishing is less likely 
to occur, Moore said.

At 150 fathoms, he said, “it can be way too far out for vessels to 
be run and then come back to deliver their catches.”

Another issue is that when trawlers move out that far, delivery to 
processors takes longer, affecting quality of product.  
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Report examines Bristol Bay
salmon permit buyback program

The Bristol Bay Regional Seafood Development Association 
in October released a report on the idea of a permit buyback  
program in the Bristol Bay salmon drift gillnet fishery.

Consulting firm Northern Economics prepared the report for 
the BBRSDA. It is available online at www.bbrsda.com.

Bristol Bay hosts the state’s most valuable salmon fishery. State 
records show there were 1,863 active permanent and interim drift 
gillnet permits in the fishery in 2014.

For years, people have talked of trimming the size of the fleet by 
buying back some of the permits. The goal would be to improve 
the economics for those gillnetters who remained in the fishery.

The Northern Economics report was commissioned after the  
BBRSDA board in 2013 asked Bristol Bay drift permit holders: 
“Do you believe that the BBRSDA should investigate the options  
available for a buyback program, including but not limited to costs, 
social and economic impacts to the entire fleet, plus a potential  
timeline and general feasibility?”

Of those responding, 81 percent answered yes to that question, 
the BBRSDA said.

Among other things, the report examines previous buybacks  
in other regions, buyback program authority and design, and 
potential economic effects.

In 2004, the state Commercial Fisheries Entry Commission  
completed an “optimum number” study that put the ideal  
number of drift gillnet permits at 800 to 1,200.

– Wesley Loy
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YoUr BUSINESS Gear by DANIEL MINtz 

Deckhand Travis Velas walks across crab pots aboard 
the F/V Second Wind in Trinidad, Calif. A program 
to recover and sell lost pots is gaining momentum in 
Northern California. Jennifer Renzullo photos

POT 
 PATROL
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It’s possible to be in more  
than one place at one time.

Los ing  t rap s  i s  inev i tab le  when  
crabbing, and sometimes fishermen are 
able to recover them. Now more lost pots 
are being reunited with their owners in  
Northern California under a new recovery 
and buyback program. 

Prior to this year, the California Lost  
Fishing Gear Recovery Project operated 
mostly in Southern California, where divers 
were contracted to search for and recover 
fishing nets and lobster traps. But telephone 
hotline reports from salmon trollers and 
crabbers themselves indicated that a lot of 
gear was being lost in Northern California, 
said Jennifer Renzullo, the field manager 
for the crab pot program.

She said a Department of Fish and  
Wildlife warden told her that a longtime 
Crescent City fisherman, Ron Fosdick, had 
been pulling crab pots and selling them 
back to their owners for years, entirely on 
his own. 

“The warden thought, ‘Gosh, this guy is 
doing a really good job, maybe you should 
pair up,’” Renzullo said. 

They did. In 2008, Fosdick’s field costs 
were covered through the formative  
program, and Renzullo said 300 traps  
were recovered in the Crescent City area 
that season. 

By 2010, a pilot project was started in the 
Eureka area. The effort reached a milestone 
this year, when a $109,000 grant from the 
National Fish and Wildlife Foundation’s 
Fishing for Energy program was awarded 
to the University of California, Davis, for a 
comprehensive project. 

Recovery captains: The Humboldt 
Fishermen’s Marketing Association was 
sub-awarded $50,000 of the grant to recruit 
captains, cover their expenses, and buy 
recovered pots from them for resale to their 
original owners. 

Craig Goucher, a longtime Trinidad  
fisherman well-known locally for pulling 
derelict traps on his own, volunteered to 
cover his area. 

Kevin Pinto took the Eureka area, and 
Fosdick’s grandson, John Beardon, covered 
the Crescent City area. 

Beardon described his grandfather as 
“the inspiration for my work.” They teamed 
up to build Beardon’s boat, the 33-foot 
fiberglass Stormy II, after Fosdick’s boat – 
the F/V Stormy – was lost in a 2011 tsunami. 

After discussing the recovery project with 
Fosdick, Beardon decided it was something 
he wanted to support and be involved in.

“I’ve had my own gear stuck out there, 

California fishermen buy into crab trap recovery program
and I told Jennifer I was ready to go,”  
he said. 

Beardon and the other captains were 
uniquely qualified for the work – they are 
among the minority of fishermen who have 
the water-pumping and hose equipment 
needed to blast traps out of sand.

They’re also among the experienced  
seafarers willing to work under the  
challenging conditions involved with 
pot recovery. Traps are often pulled from  
shallow break zones, where sneaker waves 

can hit without warning. 
Willing buyers: As of mid-October,  

Renzullo reported that 620 lost pots had 
been pulled and more than $19,000 worth 
had been sold back to their owners, with 
the earnings channeled into next year’s  
program. She said 250 traps were remaining 
to be sold. 

The going price for recovered traps is  
$50 to $75, not a bad deal considering the 
average pot with a line and buoy runs as 

Continued on page 14
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YoUr BUSINESS Gear continued from page 13

high as $200.
“Once you clean off the squid eggs and barnacles, the majority of 

pots we recover are usable,” Renzullo said. But before the program 
started, buybacks were merely theoretical. 

“We didn’t know how willing people would be to pay the bill,” 
Renzullo said. “Overall, I’m very impressed with the willingness of 
the fishing community to buy the gear back.” 

So is Pinto, the Eureka area captain. But there’s a lot of incentive 
for Dungeness crab fishermen to support the program. 

The lines attached to stuck traps are entanglement hazards and 
make the problem of lost gear self-perpetuating.

“They’re a big problem to fish around,” Pinto said. “You can’t 
move them and you can’t set around them. Eventually, you end up 
fishing right through them.” 

The barnacle-encrusted lines of stuck traps make that a risky 
proposition. When the lines of operational pots tangle with those 
attached to the derelict ones, they can be cut. 

“It’s like a saw blade,” Pinto said. “It can happen very fast,  
very easily.” 

Fishermen are talking about ways to continue the program and 
fund it, he said. Options for new legislation are being considered, 
and one of them is to reserve a portion of pot identification tag fees 
for recovery.

“This program is going to expand and, as more ports get on 
board, we’ll need funding for them,” Pinto continued.  

Mandatory buyback? The statehouse isn’t new territory for 
the program. Assemblymember Wesley Chesbro sponsored the 
bill that made it legal for the captains to pull other fishermen’s 
gear. Goucher, the Trinidad area captain, lobbied for the bill as a  
member of the state’s Dungeness Crab Task Force. 

Kevin Pinto, right, captain of F/V Seaila, handles a pot in waters off 
Eureka. At left is crewman Andrew timentel.

recovered traps loaded on John beardon’s boat, the F/V Stormy II, in 
Crescent City.

Ready for

THE NEXT
100 YEARS

 Grand Opening, Fishermen’s Terminal, January 10, 1914.portseattle.org

Continued on page 38
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Editor’s note: Here’s an excerpt from Dead Reckoning, a new book 
by Dave Atcheson, of Sterling, Alaska. Skyhorse Publishing calls it the 
true story of a young man navigating a world of people on the edge and 
extreme danger at sea. The chapter reprinted here sees the author join the 
crew of a boat whose skipper was “so confounding, so complex and  
so frightening.”

LANCER, JUNE 1984 
Who, in their earliest twenties could be anything but unsure of 

themselves, yet so much less cautious about taking a chance? That 
was me: new to Alaska, wide-eyed, and willing to go anywhere 
life took me. So it was with barely a hesitation that I climbed into 
the car with Mark and The Quiet Man, and in a cloud of dust we 
took off toward the Seward boat harbor. 

If I’d known anything whatsoever about the sea, about fishing, 
or about boats, the fact that the Lancer needed two deckhands – 
two greenhorn deckhands – just days before the season opened 
would have tipped me off and would have sent a bright red flare 
above the turbid sea of my brain, warning me of impending  
disaster. But I didn’t know the first thing about the sea, this boat, 
or about Mark, for that matter, and no warning flare was ever lit. 

On our way to the harbor we passed the vast, rusty array of 
blue and green cannery buildings, a corroded, self-contained  
village that had suddenly come to life with forklifts, cranes, and a 
flotilla of boats gearing up for the approaching season. Following 
a quaint seaside street dotted with small gift shops, tour opera-
tors, and charter fishing outfits, we passed boats held suspended 
in dry dock, perched high on rusty barrels and 2x4s. These were 
either being diligently worked – sanded, caulked, and painted in 
a frenzy – or sitting neglected, dilapidated, and repossessed. The 
smell of dreams filled the air, those of fiberglass and fresh paint 
mixing with the dry rot of those long forgotten. The ghosts of each 
passing season hanging on the breeze, waiting to be caught and 
resurrected by newcomers like us. 

I looked at Mark sitting there. Though he had the air of a rough 
older brother, he could be, at the same time, trusting and some-
how childlike. One minute a man of the world, the next asking 
me for something I thought everyone knew, like helping him mail 
a package or make a transaction at the bank. Either way, as we 
emerged from the car and headed to the docks, I was glad he was 
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there, glad he’d be with 
me on this first giant 
leap into the unknown.

The Quiet Man 
took the lead, down 
a ramp and into the 
world of boats. I had 
no idea there could be 
so many. We walked 
past all kinds, sail and 
power boats owned 
mostly by business-
people from the sub-
urbs of Anchorage 
who would drive 
down for a weekend during summer to  
polish their teak and sip martinis on the back decks. Perhaps 
they’d take their friends on a little trip around the bay or an  
occasional troll for salmon. Then we passed the tour and charter 
boats: large hundred-foot vessels, windowed water buses, fiber-
glass and utilitarian, their lines straight and not very pretty; or 
twenty-five-foot aluminum-hulled speedsters set up for sport, 
halibut poles racked up like weaponry along the outside of their  
cabin walls.

We headed on to where the working boats were tied, a flurry  
of activity crossing each slip – men and a few women, tough  
looking and road-weary, coiling lines, stacking and mending nets, 
scraping last minute paint and putty. I knew immediately these 
men and women lived much nearer to Mark’s world than mine; 
they all appeared to possess at least some of that same swagger, 
something I hoped might rub off on me.

“Hey, you guys got everything ready to go?” someone called 
from the deck of one of the boats.

“Yeah, you bet,” The Quiet Man called back, acknowledging 
a fellow sea dog with the first of his few words and a wave of 
his hand. He was clearly a part of the annual hustle and drive 
that springs to life on the docks each year – fishermen and boat 
people emerging from the winter woodwork. The good ones and 
the lucky ones, who caught a lot of fish last year, returning from 

months on a beach in the South Pacific or 
Central America; those not so lucky, the 
sourdoughs – sour because they’re stuck 
in Alaska, with no dough to get out – back 
from a hard winter spent in the local bars 
or under the harsh city lights of Anchorage. 
Whether tanned and trim and full of sun 
and surf, or down and out and full of drink 
and despair, they all knew The Quiet Man 
who walked among the docks in every  
port town, as much a part of the annual 
transitory realm of the sea as the tides. It 
was a realm I saw through a landlubber’s 
eyes, rough, dirty, and untamed … and so 
unmistakably foreign.
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Bellingham: Wegley Boats recently completed a 42-foot  
fiberglass combination boat for Monterey, California, fisherman 
Domenic Aliotti.

A third-generation fisherman, Aliotti said he was looking  
forward to delivery of his new boat, which was launched Oct. 10.

Christened Miss Natalie, Aliotti’s new 42-footer will be used  
primarily as a light boat for the squid operation he runs with his 
seiner, the Aliotti Brothers.

Miss Natalie is equipped with a 13.5-liter John Deere engine and 
a 35-inch wheel.

“One of the main things is we try to get as much speed out of the 
hull as we can looking for product,” Aliotti said.

The vessel has five holds totaling 650 cubic feet.
Miss Natalie also will be available for multitasking.
“Right now I do squid,” Aliotti said. “As an alternate thing, I 

might try crab and salmon trolling.”
Aliotti said Wegley Boats had built Bristol Bay boats for his  

cousins and uncles.
The builder closed its doors for some years, then reopened. Jim 

Wegley is the owner.
“When Jim started building again, I located him,” Aliotti said.
Now, the new boat is “finally to the point where we are going to 

get it wet,” he said.
“Jim is pretty excited about this one and says it is probably 

one of the better ones that he’s made since he started up again,”  
Aliotti added.

Jim Wegley said he’s happy to be back in the boat-building  
business.

by MICHEL DROUIN

Wegley completes Miss Natalie; Hansen freshens up Beauty Bay
“Dad started the boatyard in 1971,” he said. “We had a downturn 

for eight or nine years. We were able to lock our doors and walk 
away and come back again.”

Wegley’s father is still around.
“He was able to hang in there,” Jim Wegley said. “Now he is 89.”

      
Everett: Rick Hansen, vice president of Hansen Boat Co., reported 

in mid-October that the only new construction was a ship-assist tug.
“We did, however, just finish up a one-month drydocking and 

maintenance on the factory longliner Beauty Bay,” Hansen said. 
“The boat comes down every two years for paint and general  
maintenance.”

The bottom, hull, and house received paint jobs, the factory 
refrigeration system was overhauled, and a lot of piping throughout 
the boat was upgraded.

The entire boat was opened up, cleaned, and inspected prior to a 
U.S. Coast Guard tank inspection.

Some dented bottom plate was replaced and rudder bearings 
were renewed. One stern bearing on the starboard main shaft was 
changed out. The factory line itself was refurbished, and some 
watertight doors were repaired.

The interior wall laminate in the mess area was renewed and 
pilot house window springs replaced.

A machinery space forward was rearranged with new shelves 
and deck grating.

The boat left the Hansen yard on Sept. 19 and a few days later 
headed out of Seattle for Dutch Harbor.

      
La Conner: Isaac Oczkewicz, La Conner Maritime Service  

general manager, reported the company was building two boats 
and developing a new model.

The two boats under construction are both 48 feet by 18 feet and 
will be combination fishing boats for customers in Southeast Alas-
ka, who plan to use them for gillnetting, shrimping, and crabbing.

The new model under development is a high-capacity 39-by-
14-foot hull mold.

“We will have the ability to build lengths from 32 up to about 
45 feet in that width,” Oczkewicz said. “It’s a larger version of our  
successful 13-foot-wide Bristol Bay and coastal crabber platform 
built in the ’80s and ’90s and will be a very affordable and  
economical platform to purchase and operate.”

The vessel can be configured for Bristol Bay, Southeast combina-
tion, longline, coastal crabbing, or other fisheries where that size 
range is appropriate, he added. The house has undergone some 
design changes to make it roomier and more efficient to work  
on deck.

      
Wrangell: Kelly Ellis at Wrangell Boatshop reported in  

mid-October that the shop had a full calendar of wooden boat 
repairs through the fall.

The shop had in the wooden seiner-tender Misty Morn for 
plank replacement, with the Norseman coming from Petersburg for  
fiberglass work.

Following the Norseman, the Symphony from Petersburg was 
scheduled to come in for plank replacement work.

Two trollers were coming in after that for wood work, the  
Maranatha from Juneau and the Lady Jane out of Kake.

The boat shop also had the Marine Star booked in for refastening 
and plank replacement.
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LETTER FROM UNALASKA by LAUREN ROSENTHAL

Crabbing opens with higher quotas; wind hits food supply
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Crab blitz: As the Bering Sea crab season began, fishermen were 
looking ahead to a busy winter. The catch limits for some of the 
most lucrative species had increased – like red king crab. An extra 
1.4 million pounds is up for harvest this year compared to 2013. 
The harvest limit for bairdi Tanner crab is at a 20-year high, and the 
snow crab cap is up nearly 26 percent over last season.

Alaska’s fleet isn’t the only one with a lot of crab on the table, 
though. Russia also bumped its catch limits this year – which could 
flood the market and push prices down. That’s compounded by 
concerns about Russia’s illegal and unreported catch. Those were 
stoked by a recent World Wildlife Fund investigation into the issue. 
Although the illegal crab harvest appears to be on the decline – 
possibly due to interventions by Russia’s own government – the  
Alaska Bering Sea Crabbers trade group isn’t taking chances. 
They’re lobbying Congress to sign a port inspection agreement that 
would target suspected pirate fishing vessels.

      
Blown away: A string of high-powered storms battered the 

Aleutians as fall gave way to winter. On Halloween, one of them 
hit hard enough to damage the cargo crane at the Unalaska city 
dock. The crane slammed into its emergency stops as a Horizon 
Lines freighter was pulling in to offload groceries and other  
domestic deliveries.

Although the dock belongs to the city, Horizon Lines owns the 
crane that’s permanently staged there – and the company usu-
ally pays tariffs to move containers out. Horizon couldn’t do that 
without a working crane, though. So while mechanics checked the 
machinery for damage, Horizon moved its cargo ship down to the 
American President Lines yard for an offload.

Two days after that process started, fresh produce and milk were 
back in stock at Unalaska’s supermarkets.

“But we still don’t have everything we ordered,” said one  
exasperated checker at Alaska Ship Supply.

      
Special delivery: There are a limited number of ways to ship 

goods to Unalaska. The postal service is usually a reliable option – 
unless you’re trying to move narcotics.

That’s what Unalaska police suspected 30-year-old Kyle 
Eby was doing this fall. They worked with postal inspectors to  
monitor Eby’s mail and intercept about $70,000 worth of heroin and  
methamphetamine bound for his address.

The drugs allegedly were mailed by 24-year-old Jesse Lee, a 
woman living in Washington state and who’s the co-registrant on 
Eby’s post office box in Unalaska.

The amount of meth that the pair is accused of sending is enough 
to trigger federal drug-trafficking charges. But as of press time, Eby 
and Lee had been charged only in Alaska Superior Court.

      
Arctic drilling in play: Shell Oil has been laying the groundwork 

for another prospecting trip to the Arctic in 2015. The company 
has submitted new exploration plans to federal regulators. And it 
has been lobbying for an extension on its leases, seeking five extra 
years to help make up for lost time and money. A lot of both went 
into fighting legal battles with environmental and Alaska Native 
groups who want to block drilling.

But Shell notched a big win in October. That’s when the Bureau 

of Ocean Energy Management finished a 
court-ordered review of the potential environ-
mental effects associated with the sale of $2.6 
billion worth of Chukchi Sea leases to Shell 
and other oil companies. A federal judge had 
accused the bureau of doing a poor job at estimating the region’s 
real potential for development before hosting the sale in 2008.

On second look, the agency said that the Chukchi Sea is more 
likely to yield 4.3 billion barrels of oil – as opposed to the 1 billion 
originally estimated.

B u t  J o h n  C a l l a h a n ,  a  s p o k e s m a n  f o r  t h e  B O E M  i n  
Anchorage, says it won’t translate into bigger impacts to the  
Arctic environment.

“With the benefit of hindsight, we now know where companies 
are looking at drilling,” Callahan says. It’s a much smaller area 
than what government scientists had originally looked at in their 
last environmental impact study. “For example, impacts for polar 
bears went from minor to negligible because of the location and the 
small number of active leases.”

Callahan admits that the case has raised questions at BOEM 
about the way it estimates the impact of a proposed lease sale.

The Obama administration is mulling a new sale in the Chukchi 
Sea just two years from now.

Lauren Rosenthal is a reporter for KUCB, Unalaska. Previously, she 
worked for the Pittsburgh Post-Gazette.
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SoUTHErN clIMES by DANIEL MINtz 

Calif. adopts law warding off genetically modified salmon

NET systems

Your complete trawl gear supplier from  
Codends to Main wire.

Midwater Trawls         Bottom Trawls
Series 2000 Doors         Gull Wing Doors

Ultra Cross Web        UC Silver, UC PE, UC Nylon

Midwater Trawls         Bottom Trawls
Series 2000 Doors         Gull Wing Doors

NET systems inc.
7910 N.E. Day Rd. West, Bainbridge Island, WA 98110

Phone 206.842.5623     Toll Free 800.722.5568
Fax 206.842.6832

Email sales@net-sys.com    Web www.net-sys.com

‘Frankenfish’ opposed: For more than four years, the  
AquaBounty Technologies company has sought federal approval 
for a first-of-its-kind product. Dubbed as AquAdvantage salmon 
by its maker and Frankenfish by detractors, genetically engineered 
salmon stands a chance of being the first genetically altered animal 
approved for human consumption.

Though the U.S. Food and Drug Administration has made  
various declarations about its safety, the agency hasn’t yet touched 
the hot potato of approving it.

In the interim, California has taken action of its own – as this 
year’s commercial ocean salmon season wound down, Gov. Jerry 
Brown signed a bill that heads the FDA off at the pass.

The bill, authored by North Coast Assemblymember Wesley 
Chesbro, bans commercial production of transgenic salmon or, if 
one prefers, Frankenfish.

In a press release announcing the bill’s approval by the governor, 
Chesbro described a potential apocalyptic scenario for the state’s 
wild salmon.

“If these ‘frankenfish’ were to escape into our waters, they could 
destroy our native salmonid populations through interbreed-
ing, competition for food, and the introduction of parasites and  
disease,” he said.

The bill was endorsed by a variety of commercial fishing and 
environmental groups and like others Chesbro has authored, it 
emerged from his work as chairman of the state legislature’s Joint 
Committee on Fisheries and Aquaculture.

And it will be his last. Chesbro will be termed out at the end of 
the year.

      
Salmon marketing’s challenge: “A 

rather strange, mixed season” is how David  
Goldenberg of the California Salmon Council 
described this year’s Chinook salmon season.

The season started on a disappointing note as high winds left 
salmon unbothered by fishermen through much of May and  
into June.

“A lot of fishermen didn’t go out, and those who did weren’t 
finding much to catch,” Goldenberg said. “As much as we try 
to gear up and be ready, it was very disheartening to gear up a  
marketing program and then find that the fish are not there.”

A media event planned for San Francisco fizzled, he contin-
ued, because “there just weren’t deliveries of any significance  
coming in.”

But the council’s week-long promotion drive in the  
Sacramento area got media attention as the capital city’s  
restaurants participated in a salmon dish contest.

      
Dam regulation recommended: Languishing in drought,  

California is increasingly clamoring for more water and looking to 
reservoirs for relief. But a recently released study warns that the 
fate of fish is hanging in the balance between human needs and 
river flows.

Published by the University of California, Davis Center for 
Watershed Sciences, the study ventures into politically hot  
territory when it points out that only 38 of the 181 dams it  
identifies as potentially posing harm to fish are being operated 
under Endangered Species Act and Federal Energy Regulatory 
Commission regulations.

The other 143 aren’t subject to those authorities – yet.
The study tosses a potential bombshell by stating that the 143 

dams are “considered a high priority for assessing compliance with 
state environmental flow requirements.”

In other words, “state policy and enforcement mechanisms” may 
be applied to a lot more dams in the future. If so, those who benefit 
from irrigation, flood control, hydropower, and water supply will 
likely be gearing up for a new round of drought-era fights.

      
Poaching pleas: Days before a scheduled Nov. 3 trial,  

Humboldt County Harbor District Commissioner and  
Humboldt Fishermen’s Marketing Association President Aaron 
Newman pleaded guilty to three misdemeanor charges related to  
misreporting recreational takes of abalone and deer and giving 
false information to the Department of Fish and Wildlife.

Newman’s three-year probation sentence includes a  
prohibition on recreational fishing and hunting, a $3,000 fine, and 
250 hours of community service work.

The legal imbroglio cost Newman his posts as the Pacific  
Fishery Management Council’s salmon adviser and chairman of  
the California Salmon Council. But Newman has held onto a  
valuable item that was potentially on the table for revocation – his 
commercial fishing license. 

      
Boom year’s numbers: The late October release of the National 

Marine Fisheries Service’s Fisheries of the United States, 2013 report 
revealed the extent of last year’s California salmon bounty.

Continued on page 38
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ToUGH GIrl by AMY MAJORS

Seining at Sitka – no fish and running low on liquor, chew

To fish with us: 
call 1-800-426-5490   
and ask for Alaska Support.

We hustle so  
you keep fishing

thank you for fishing with us

A big @#$%^ fest is what I would call the summer of 2014 sein-
ing. And I’d rather cut off my own foot and shove it down my 
throat than go through that again. Much like dating another Cana-
dian. I also found out that you know you’re drunk when it takes 
three guys at the Pioneer Bar in Sitka to open your lip gloss … but 
then no one can and they ask 
the bartender for a wine opener 
and, bam, done deal.

“Is it 6 p.m. yet?” Oh, thank 
God, it is! This has been one of 
those days that you don’t even 
want to look at the clock to see 
what time it is. It’s the second-
to-last opening of the worst sea-
son I’ve ever had in my life, but 
it went by quickly. That’s what 
we all are focusing on now. Down to my last can of chew. I tried to 
quit. Also tried to quit snoring after the skiff man who slept below 
me called me a grizzly bear chasing a rabbit in my sleep.

Laundry, anyone? The Naked and Famous song “Punching In a 
Dream” is what I always used to play on watch after we either got 
done unloading a hatchful or were on our way to a nearby Trident 
tender. God, I missed fishing for Trident this summer! I’ve never 
appreciated them so much until I had to fish for Sitka Sound!

This year is different though – no hatchfuls, and it’s “twerkin for 
a Birkin.” As in we will all have to find winter jobs.

I can almost see the Johansons on the Sabrina running alongside 
us from across the strait, shooting off fireworks for the Fourth of 
July. That’s what I miss. I do not miss this shit. No fish, and I don’t 
know the area or the boats. @#$%^ it. It was fun at first, but not 
now. It only makes me long to be near the pink salmon capital of 
the world. It isn’t Sitka. It’s Ketchikan.

“Five bucks a load if you want me to do your laundry in the sink, 
then dry it in the engine room,” I joked with the guys again.

Stuck and jealous: We just pulled into town this morning, 
after catching 10 fish at Deep Inlet. Everyone else is south near  
Ketchikan, or near Craig, but not us. We are stuck up here.

Chew and liquor supplies were running low, so the bitch  
factor for the crew was at an all-time high – obviously. We  
were even down to old moose meat in the freezer, but I kept the 
inspiration on the Shackleton at an all-time high.

“It’s fun fishing around many boats I have never fished by 
before, but it would be even more fun if we were actually catching 
fish,” I told Eric while he was opening a jar of adobo sauce with a 
screwdriver. Took him 10 minutes, and I was giggling the whole 
time until he got it opened. That’s when I began to gag.

“Holy shit, would you look at that!” I said to the guys on deck, 
after we loaded up for the first time this summer. We even got 
“chum shot” in the face on that last one. But I just got word from 
a friend fishing out of Ketchikan. They got 85,000 pounds for two 
days, and the guys fishing Noyes Island were loaded by noon. I’m 
happy for everyone catching, but I’m obviously jealous. Hope we 
get our time to shine here soon, because we haven’t gotten shit 
since I’ve been on here.

No mistake: The good thing about this is that I will get  
back down to my ideal weight after all the sets we made each  
day. Much to my mother’s dismay, my rib cage and vertebrae  
will be showing again.

“Nothing in  this  world happens by  
mistake,” a good friend told me over the phone 
today, while I was having my morning Irish 
coffee. I think he was right, because I was able 
to think about things in a different way than I 

ever had before. It was never 
a mistake. Nothing in my life  
has been.

“So, what will you write 
about this summer?” I was 
asked the night we fired guns 
and got shit-faced on the three 
boats rafted up to us.

“Buy the magazine and find 
out,” I said. “Don’t just read 
it on the @#$%^ galley table, 

because it’s seriously 15 bucks for an entire year’s subscription, for 
Christ’s sake.”

I had my Poke Island tide-like temper at this point. But … we 
had a dance party in the galley afterwards. Thankfully, deer season 
began yesterday. Calling this seine season a loss. Time to go kill 
something, and another day closer to fishing squid on the Pillar Bay 
with my buddies Matt and Gabe out of SoCal and away from my 
douchebag of a boyfriend.

Amy Majors writes monthly for Pacific Fishing.

'Nothing in this world happens by mistake,' 
a good friend told me over the phone today, 
while I was having my morning Irish coffee. I 
think he was right, because I was able to think 
about things in a different way than I ever  
had before.
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by WESLEY LOYalaSka NoTEBook
American Seafoods agrees to pay $1.75 million civil penalty

Scale scandal: American Seafoods Co. has agreed to pay a 
$1.75-million civil penalty to settle enforcement cases related to 
flow scales aboard three of the company’s factory trawlers.

In an Oct. 14 press release, the National Marine Fisheries Service 
said the cases charged that personnel aboard the factory trawlers 
American Dynasty, Northern Eagle, and Ocean Rover violated federal 
law “by causing the flow scales to weigh inaccurately.”

The flow scales weigh pollock catches in the Bering Sea, where 
the vessels operate. Accurate scale data is essential for properly 
managing the fishery, NMFS said.

The enforcement cases stemmed from events occurring between 
2007 and 2012. Fishery observers assigned to the vessels noticed 
weight “discrepancies,” the agency said.

NMFS, in its press release, did not indicate whether it sought 
criminal prosecution of the company and vessel captains or crew.

Seattle-based American Seafoods is one of the highest-profile 
commercial fishing companies in the North Pacific. It operates the 
largest fleet of factory trawlers targeting Bering Sea pollock, which 
is one of the world’s largest and most valuable fisheries.

Separate from the enforcement action, NMFS is proposing  
tighter regulations on flow scales. One provision would require 
video monitoring of flow scales.

      
Yakutat aquaculture: Cora Campbell, commissioner of the 

Alaska Department of Fish and Game, has approved an updated 
salmon plan that could usher in hatchery operations at Yakutat.

The new plan builds upon the original Yakutat salmon plan 
adopted 30 years ago.

That plan emphasized rehabilitation 
and stream enhancement projects and  
discouraged supplementing salmon runs 
with hatcheries.

Since then, however, Yakutat area rivers 
have changed with glacial activity, and wild salmon stocks have 
diminished greatly in some systems. Local fishermen have seen the 
financial benefits of hatcheries in other parts of the state. And so we 
have “an attitude of change towards hatcheries and salmon fishery 
enhancement” in the Yakutat region, the new salmon plan says.

In 2011, Yakutat fishermen voted to form a regional aquacul-
ture association. That same year, the commissioner confirmed the 
Yakutat Regional Aquaculture Association, which has a website at 
www.yraa.org.

“With the revised regional comprehensive salmon plan YRAA 
will be able to move forward on salmon fishery enhancement 
and supplementation,” the salmon plan says. “YRAA have 
already started project planning and received a management fea-
sibility analysis from the department for some potential remote 
release sites for either pink or chum salmon at Humpback Creek,  
Redfield Cove, Broken Oar Cove, Puget Cove, Monti Bay, and  
Eleanor Cove.”

      
Togiak herring outlook: We could see another enormous haul 

of herring next spring in the remote Bristol Bay waters near the 
village of Togiak.

The Alaska Department of Fish and Game is forecasting a  
potential harvest of 29,012 tons in the Togiak District sac  

roe fishery.
Last season, the fishery saw a harvest 

of 25,136 tons. Despite the large haul, the  
fishery tallied an ex-vessel value of only 
$1.26 million, based on an estimated 
grounds price of $50 a ton.

The herring are valued primarily for 
their eggs, or roe. Most if not all of the catch 
is exported frozen to Asia.

The Togiak fishery typically is the state’s 
largest herring fishery by volume. It once 
was a highly competitive affair, drawing 
scores of purse seiners and gillnetters. In 
recent years, however, participation has 
dwindled with lower market demand for 
the roe. 

Only 17 seine boats and 24 gillnet boats 
took part in the 2014 fishery, down from 26 
seiners and 37 gillnetters the prior year.

Togiak roe, of course, must compete 
with roe produced in other U.S. and  
Canadian fisheries.

It will be interesting to see, in the upcom-
ing season, whether processors continue to 
buy such large volumes of Togiak herring.

Wesley Loy is editor of Pacific Fishing  
magazine and producer of Deckboss, a blog on 
Alaska commercial fisheries.
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FISH FACTOR by LAINE WELCH

Mighty Dutch Harbor again leads nation in fishery landings
Alaska on top: Alaska claimed the nation’s top three fishing 

ports for seafood catches last year, and wild salmon landings – 95 
percent from Alaska – topped 1 billion pounds, an all-time record 
and a 70 percent increase from 2012.

That’s according to a new report, Fisheries of the United States, 
2013, just released by the National Marine Fisheries Service. The 
report is posted at tinyurl.com/k2dohb3.

Dutch Harbor topped the list for landings for the 17th year run-
ning with 753 million pounds of fish, valued at nearly $200 million, 
crossing the docks last year. The Aleutian Islands region ranked 
second for landings, thanks to the big Trident Seafoods plant at 
Akutan. Kodiak ranked third for both seafood landings and value.

For the 14th year in a row, New Bedford, Massachusetts, ranked 
first for landings, valued at $380 million. That’s due mostly to pric-
ey sea scallops, which accounted for more than 80 percent of New 
Bedford’s 130 million pounds of landings.

In all, 14 Alaska ports made the Top 50 list: the Alaska  
Peninsula (8), Cordova (9), Ketchikan (10), Sitka (15), Petersburg 
(16), Seward (20), Naknek (21), Valdez (24), Bristol Bay (26), Kenai 
(38), and Juneau (41).

Most ports showed huge increases in fish landings and values, 
meaning a nice return in local and state tax dollars.

Overall, fishermen were paid less for their catches. The average 
dock price for salmon (all species) was 67 cents a pound, down a 
nickel from 2012.

For halibut, the average price of $3.89 was a drop of 58 cents. 
All but 76,000 pounds of the nation’s halibut came from the  
Pacific fishery.

The average king crab price of $5.37 per 
pound was a decrease of 18 cents.

While U.S. fishermen landed about the 
same amount of fish and shellfish last year 
– 10 billion pounds – the value of $5.5 bil-
lion was a $400 million increase from 2012.

Maybe the jump in price is the reason 
Americans didn’t eat more seafood. The 
NMFS report shows that U.S. per capita 
consumption stalled at 14.5 pounds of 
fish and shellfish for the second year in  
a row.

Figures for recreational fishing activities 
remained strong. Nearly 9.5 million rec-
reational saltwater anglers in the United 
States took more than 71 million marine 
fishing trips in 2013 and caught more than 
430 million fish, 61 percent of which were 
released alive.

Southeast rules: Fishermen in South-
east Alaska hauled in the most salmon of 
any region this summer, edging Prince  
William Sound.

Preliminary state figures show the  
Panhandle produced a catch of 49.7 million 
salmon, with Prince William Sound  
yielding right at 49 million (44 million of 
which were pink salmon).

Bristol Bay ranked third at nearly 31  
million salmon, mostly sockeye.

Kodiak ranked fourth for total salmon 
catches this summer at 14.4 million. Pinks 
made up the bulk of the pack, with sockeyes 
coming in at 3.4 million.

The Alaska Peninsula had a harvest of 5 million salmon,  
mostly sockeye.

Cook Inlet ranked sixth in salmon landings with about 3.7  
million fish, nearly all sockeye.

More than 2 million salmon came out of the Arctic-Yukon- 
Kuskokwim region this summer.

In all, Alaska’s statewide salmon catch was 156 million fish, 20 
million more than expected. That’s thanks to a bumper harvest of 
nearly 44 million sockeyes.

At press time, the state still had not come out with an estimated 
ex-vessel value for the 2014 salmon harvest.

Ambassadors wanted: The Alaska Seafood Marketing Institute 
is looking for fishermen willing to serve as unofficial Alaska  
seafood ambassadors to the world.

Sign up at fishermen.alaskaseafood.org.
“There’s a lot of times when individual retailers or media outlets 

are looking for folks to talk with who are involved in the fisheries 
in Alaska,” ASMI spokesman Tyson Fick said.

Pacific Fishing columnist Laine Welch writes the Fish Factor newspaper 
column and produces Fish Radio out of Kodiak.

By ELMORE ELECTRIC
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Start your plan today at Pacific Marine Expo Booth 726, or call 206-213-0111
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by MICHEL DROUINB.c. UpdaTE
Hake fishing, sales were problematic in Canada this year

Hake headaches: Jock Bray, chief executive of Aqualine  
Seafoods, owner of the factory processors Northern Alliance and 
Viking Enterprise, reported two troubling aspects to this year’s  
hake fishery.

First, he said, the fish didn’t show up on the grounds as per  
normal. “The plant boats didn’t get much fishing,” he said,  
referring to vessels that deliver to shore facilities.

“They got some in July, and it petered out right until today,” he 
said Oct. 1.

Fishing for factory processors was reasonably steady, Bray said.
“Our boats have been coming in with full loads every eight to 10 

days,” he said. “They are pretty much on schedule, maybe a trip 
and a half behind.”

The second issue was the conflict between Russia and Ukraine, 
two major markets for British Columbia hake, Bray said.

“The Russian and Ukrainian people are hammering each other, 
and the currency there has devalued,” he said. “Buyers are having 
trouble getting U.S. dollars.”

Bray said sales in the Ukraine have been sporadic and very slow, 
and the price for hake dropped significantly when Russia shut the 
border to Canadian products in retaliation for Canadian sanctions 
against Russia.

A lot of companies with fish already on freighters had to go to 
different ports to try to get rerouted, and the Canadian government 
and the Canadian Food Inspection Agency made a large effort to 
work through issues with health certificates.

Once a health certificate is issued to Russia, for example, 
the product has to go there. Numerous containers ended up in  
Germany, and arrangements had to be negotiated with the German 
veterinary service.

It was a colossal headache with a lot of people involved, Bray 
explained, and containers had to be rerouted to different places like 
Moldavia or Georgia, where there was no ban.

One window for the Canadian producers was China, a market 
Bray said his company has been cultivating.

“We have always supported the Chinese reprocessing plants, so 
we immediately turned our attention over there and made deals 
with significant volumes to keep our boats working,” he said. “We 
were fortunate because we did that quickly. Some people weren’t 
as quick and inventories are piling up.

“It has been a difficult season to get substantial orders in China. 
We had to adjust our price downwards, and since we took our 
orders, the market has dropped even further. It is not a good  
situation anywhere for a hake producer.”

      
Tuna update: Greg Holm, president of the British Columbia 

Tuna Fishermen’s Association, told Pacific Fishing that the albacore 
tuna season in Canadian waters was good for both Canadian and  
U.S. boats.

“It was very, very good, starting in June and July. They had very 
good fishing, and in August it slowed down,” Holm said. “And 
at the end they had capacity fishing up in the Charlottes (Queen 
Charlotte Islands).”

Holm said he had two trips out of the area himself and that  
virtually all the tuna were very large.

“On the last trip I only had 68 fish under 15 pounds,” he said.
Prices were in the range of $3,200 a ton at the start of the  

season and rose to $3,400 before dropping in the middle of the  
season, Holm said.

Overall it was a very good season, he said, adding that it  
was good to see U.S. boats participating in the fishery in  

Canadian waters.
“The fish were right off the top of the 

Charlottes. Apparently, the big, heavy-hitting 
American boats were up there,” he said,  
noting that 29 U.S. vessels were counted in 
the area in one overflight.

“I heard of no issues on the grounds. Everything went well. I 
think the catch rate was up. Price was a little lower, but volume of 
fish made up for that,” he said. “By and large, it was a good season 
and good to see the Americans utilize the grounds. It was positive 
all the way around.”

Robert Fraumeni, president of Finest At Sea Ocean Products 
Ltd. in Victoria, said that initial good catches of albacore tuna in 
July had the effect of dropping the price to fishermen for most of  
the season.

“All the buyers thought it was going to be a huge production 
year, and they dropped the price way down,” he said. “The price 
started to recover later when the buyers didn’t get the millions of 
pounds they thought they were going to get.”

That first crop of fish virtually disappeared at the end of July and 
early August, and catches dropped dramatically, Fraumeni said.

A late push of big fish plus a price bump helped make the sea-
son for fishermen, Fraumeni said, but it didn’t turn out to be a  
great season.

“It is hard for the boats to make it at low prices. With good  
fishing it helps, but as far as the fleet was concerned, it wasn’t a 
boomer year,” he said. “The boys had fun, but their bank accounts 
aren’t bulging and they aren’t running down to buy new trucks.”

      
Dangerous gillnet rule: At the Sept. 25 Fish SAFE industry  

safety meeting in Richmond, gillnetter Don Ekroth asked Fish 
SAFE to support his request that Fisheries and Oceans Canada 
(DFO) reduce the extra-long becket requirement for 90-mesh nets.

In Areas 3, 4, and 5, the province’s northernmost fishing areas, 
fishermen may use 60-mesh or 90-mesh nets. Users of 60-mesh 
gillnets are permitted to hang the net right to the cork line, but 
90-mesh users must employ a 1.5-meter (58.5-inch) hanging becket.

The result of this, Ekroth explained, was that when the net is 
wrapped on the drum, the long becket folds in half and makes 
loops that are 29 inches long, creating a potential safety hazard if 
looped around a person’s hand.

He circulated photos of a fisherman who had his arm caught and 
bruised when caught by a loop.

Ekroth asked Fish SAFE to support his request to DFO that the 
long becket requirement be cut in half to 0.75 meters (29 inches) 
so that when wrapped on the drum, the loops would only be 14.5 
inches long and not pose a danger.

The sad irony of the extra-long hanging becket, Ekroth said, 
was that it was designed to avoid catching surface-swimming  
steelhead, a move he feels is unnecessary.

“The DFO needs to show to the steelhead lobby that they 
are doing something to conserve steelhead,” he said. “But the  
steelhead are not in danger. We are conserving something that 
doesn’t need conserving.”

Former fisherman Glenn Budden, now an investigator with the 
Transportation Safety Board of Canada, pointed out that whenever 
a safety incident such as Ekroth described occurs, it is essential that 
it be reported and recorded. If it isn’t, he said, then authorities such 
as DFO have no evidence that changes such as the shorter gillnet 
hanging becket are necessary.

Michel Drouin has been covering the fishing industry since 1990.
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Vision-X LED Lighting
The power of LED lighting is 
changing the marine world. LFS 
has partnered with Vision X  
Lighting to provide multi-level  
LED solutions on any sized vessel.

The newest edition to Vision  
X’s offering is the XPR LED Light Bar. 

Available from 12” in length up to 51” which uses CREE’s latest 
generation of 10 watt LED’s for maximum output. The 30” XPR 
shines 1 lux of usable light over 1500’ while utilizing tilted optics 
for greater light spread.

See these and other Vision X lights at our booth at the Pacific 
Marine Expo.

Contact: Chris Craven
LFS Marine Supplies • (800) 426-8860

Dreambib
Waterproof and breathable bib trousers 
with front-in rip-stop fabric, double  
thickness on the whole front, and triple 
on the chest and knees (similar to the 
X-Trapper).

Back in our Dremtech+ breathable and 
waterproof fabric is the HybridPro+  
generation: breathable, tough, and light. 

An extraordinary level of comfort.

Colors: Yellow/red and Blue/yellow  •  Sizes: S to XXL

Visit our booth at the Pacific Marine Expo, 
and our website at www.guycottenusa.com 

(800) 444-6050

Fleet One & Inmarsat GX
Fleet One is now providing cost effective 
voice and data services to coastal fisheries 
users along with 505 safety services built 
in, all supported by the Inmarsat reliability 
you’ve come to expect. Come see how easy 
it is to get connected.

Inmarsat GX is already breaking data 
throughput records on 60 cm terminals 

in the Indian Ocean region. The Atlantic and Pacific satellites 
are set to launch in the first quarter of next year. Get the latest 
update on what Inmarsat Fleet Xpress, the hybrid GX and Fleet-
Broadband maritime service, will be able to do for you.

For more information, visit us at the Pacific Marine Expo
and at www.inmarsat.com

Electric Driven Winches
Naust Marine offers the conversion of 
hydraulic winches to electric drives, 
thus greatly improving efficiency of  
the winch as well as reducing noise, 
vibration and risk of environmental oil 

spills. Recently American Seafoods purchased an upgrade for a 
netdrum on board the vessel Northern Jaeger. 

The upgrade entails an industrial gear unit and a 160kW 
motor, keeping the winch performance the same using the 
existing drum, foundations etc. The driving hydraulic motor, 
along with all piping associated, is removed and in this case the 
gearmotor drives the same gear wheel as the hydraulic motor 
for maximum cost savings and minimal installation effort.

For more information, visit us at the Pacific Marine Expo,  
Email: drifa@naust.is or Website: www.naust.is

NavPilot Series
Furuno’s NavPilot series has built a strong 
following and excellent reputation among 
fishermen, but one thing you’ve been  
asking for is a color display. Furuno has 
again answered the call with the new 
NavPilot 711C Autopilot.

The NavPilot 711C provides a vivid, sunlight viewable, color 
LCD integrated within a compact, single-DIN Control Unit. While 
the control head is completely new, Furuno has wisely matched 
it with the fishery-proven NavPilot Processor. The NavPilot 711C 
delivers unique Furuno features, including “Fantum Feedback,” 
“SafeHelm,” and “FPS” (Furuno Power-assist Steering). This  
pairing provides boaters with a color, NMEA2000 certified  
Furuno Autopilot they can trust. www.furunousa.com.

Visit us at our booth at the Pacific Marine Expo

PME Featured Products
Furuno Booth #1515

Inmarsat Booth #1100

Naust Marine Booth #904

Rolls-Royce Booth #1210

Ramoen uses Rolls-Royce products
Rolls-Royce will supply the main  
equipment on the latest stern trawler 
ordered by Norwegian fishing  
company Ramoen. 

This 75 meter long vessel will be 
taken to a new level of flexibility, redundancy and efficiency in all 
operational modes. This is due to many of the newest products 
from Rolls-Royce, such as the Hybrid Shaft Generator system 
(HSG), the new Bergen B33:45 diesel engine and a Promas  
integrated rudder and propeller system. Together, this system will 
provide the most fuel efficient propulsion available in the market. 
In addition, low pressure hydraulic driven trawl winches will also 
be delivered. 

See us at the Pacific Marine Expo and  
visit our website at www.rolls-royce.com

Guy Cotton Booth #932

LFS Marine Supplies Booth #601



We make buying, selling, trading & leasing
BOATS, PERMITS, QUOTA & GEAR

EASY, while saving you money!
***Alaska Limited Entry Permits***

and PACKAGES
For Sale & Ready to Transfer!

57' Steel Combination Vessel
Seiner/Crabber/Tender

SN0063: Packs 80,000 lbs. Salmon

58' Delta Marine Shallow Draft
Seiner/Crabber/Combination Vessel

SN0093: Lots of recent upgrades

58' Steel Combination Vessel
Seiner/Longliner

SN0095: Packs 90,000 lbs. Salmon

56' Sather Combination Vessel
Seiner/Tender

SN0085: Packs 118,000 lbs. Salmon

57' Steel Combination Vessel
Seiner/Tender/Jig/Pot

TN0011: Packs 80,000 lbs. Salmon

51' Modutec Combination Vessel
PWS Salmon Seine PACKAGE

SN0092: Seiner/Permit/Traktor Jet Skiff

42' LeClercq Seiner
Lots of recent upgrades

SN0067: Packs 30,000 lbs. Salmon

42' Marco Steel Combination Vessel
Seiner/Crabber/Jig

SN0094: Packs 25,000 lbs. Salmon

38' Ledford Seiner
PWS Salmon Seine PACKAGE
SN0086: Seiner/Permit/Jitney

42' Ledford Seiner
Turn Key

SN0089: Packs 38,000 lbs. Salmon

44' Hansen Combination Vessel
Seiner/Crabber

SN0096: Packs 35,000 lbs. Salmon

34' Steel Seiner
Boat/Skiff/Net PACKAGE

SN0088: Packs 18,000 lbs. Salmon

40' Polar Marine Combination Vessel
Gillnetter/Longliner

SP0071: Ready to go!

32' Wegley Gillnetter
Bristol Bay Vessel

SP0073: Packs 15,000 lbs. in RSW

32' Modutec Gillnetter
Bristol Bay Vessel

SP0069: Ready to go!

34' Aluminum Gillnetter
PWS Salmon Drift PACKAGE

SP0051: Gillnetter/Permit/NETS

35' LaConner Combination Vessel
PWS Salmon Drift PACKAGE

SP0070: Gillnetter/Permit/Gillnet/Longline Gear

40' Skookum Gillnetter
SE Salmon Drift PACKAGE
SP0067: Gillnetter/Permit

32' Calson Gillnetter
Cook Inlet Salmon Drift PACKAGE

SP0068: Gillnetter/Permit

40' Snowball Gillnetter
FLUSH DECK

SP0072: Lots of Upgrades

$799k $897k $550k $450k
OBO

$199k $740k
PACKAGE

$365k
OBO

$150k
OBO

$480k
PACKAGE

$350k
OBO

$395k
$32k

PACKAGE

$150k $215k $95k $285k
PACKAGE

$330k
PACKAGE

$205k
PACKAGE

$165k
PACKAGE

$125k
OBO
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www.CRBOATS-PERMITS.com
*West Coast Permits & Boat  

Listings Wanted*

We make buying, selling, trading & leasing
BOATS, PERMITS, QUOTA & GEAR

EASY, while saving you money!
***Alaska Limited Entry Permits***

and PACKAGES
For Sale & Ready to Transfer!

~ List for FREE & only pay us if we find you a buyer!~

Visit us at www.CRBOATS-PERMITS.com for more listings!

Call Margaret Arvidson at 1.877.939.2289 

Cell: 1.907.429.5335 / Email: info@crboats-permits.com

33' Hard Drive Marine
PWS Salmon Drift PACKAGE

BP0333: Packs 8,000 lbs. FLUSH DECK

2014 – 32' Reutov Marine
Twin Diesel/Jet

BP0328: FLUSH DECK

2014 – 32' Reutov Marine
Twin Gas/Jet

BP0327: FLUSH DECK

2014 – 32' Reutov Marine
Twin REBUILT Diesel/Jet
BP0338: FLUSH DECK

2012 – 32' Reutov Marine
Twin Diesel/Jet

BP0319: FLUSH DECK

2012 – 32' Reynolds Marine
Diesel/Jet

BP0323: FLUSH DECK

2010 – 32' Reynolds Marine
Twin Gas/Jet

BP0160: FLUSH DECK

32' Grayling Marine
Twin Gas/Jet

BP0337: FLUSH DECK

2010 – Sea State One/Peregrine
Twin Gas/Jet

BP0329: FLUSH DECK

33' Freddy's Marine
PWS Salmon Drift PACKAGE

BP0317: Twin Gas/Jet FLUSH DECK

33' Freddy's Marine
Diesel/Jet

BP0248: FLUSH DECK

38' Madera Marine
Twin Gas/Outdrive

BP0339: FLUSH DECK

30' Glasply Fiberglass
PWS Salmon Drift PACKAGE

BP0314: Bowpicker/Permit/Gillnets

30' Grayling Marine
PWS Salmon Drift PACKAGE

BP0322: Bowpicker/Permit/Gillnets

30' Buffalo Fiberglass
PWS Salmon Drift PACKAGE

BP0324: Bowpicker/Permit/Gillnets

26' Miller Fiberglass
BP0334: Gas/Jet

$450k
OBO

$150k
OBO

$32k
PACKAGE

$285k
PACKAGE

$125k
OBO

$460k
PACKAGE

$310k $260k $285k

$280k $270k $275k $170k

$225k $235k$430k
PACKAGE

$150k
or Trade

$340k
PACKAGE

$325k
PACKAGE

$290k
PACKAGE

$24k
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Professional services

Fishing Vessels 
Tug & Barge 
Dredging 
Floating Cranes 
Cargo & Misc. 
New Vessels 
Conversions 
Stability Analysis 

Hockema & Whalen 
Associates

Seattle WA 98107 E-mail: boatstuff@hockema.com 
5450 Leary Avenue NW #252 Tel:  206 365 0919 

N a v a l  A r c h i t e c t s  •  M a r i n e  E n g i n e e r s  

Jackson, Morgan
& Hunt, PLLC

4123 California Ave SW #101

www.jmhseattle.com

Gibbons & Associates, P.S.
MARITIME ATTORNEYS

Proctor in Admiralty
Over 30 years experience

Trials, appeals, mediations, arbitrations
Injury and Wage Claims

Salvage
Collisions

Shipyard Claims
Liens

Contracts
Charter Parties
Joint Ventures

Fisheries
Tug and Barge

Marine Insurance Disputes
Coast Guard Licensed Master

Gibbons & Associates, P.S.
ph 206-381-3340; fax 206-381-3341

cell 206-419-6971
email svg@gibbonslawgroup.com

SE HABLA ESPANOL9309 Glacier Hwy,  Ste. B-200  • Juneau, AK 99801 •   info@ermcpa.com •  www.ermcpa.com

Tax • Accounting • Attest

We Serve

advErTISErS INdEx
Alaska Boats and Permits .......................................................... 31
Alaska Independent Tendermens Association ................... 28
Alaskan Quota & Permits .......................................................... 33
Black Pearl IFQ Fisheries ............................................................ 34
cascade Engine center .................................................................9
cFAB ................................................................................................ 11
coastal Marine Engine ............................................................... 19
copper River Boat & Permits, LLc ..................................... 26-27
cummins Northwest .................................................................. 39
Dana F. Besecker co .................................................................... 29
Dantrawl ......................................................................................... 38
Delta Marine Industries ................................................................5
Diesel America West ................................................................... 29
Dock Street Brokers .................................................................... 31
Elgee Rehfeld Mertz, LLc .......................................................... 28
Elmore Electrical .......................................................................... 23
Emerald Harbor Marine (Alert2) ............................................. 31
Foss Shipyard ................................................................................ 29
gibbons & Associates, P.S. ......................................................... 28
grundens Foulweather gear.......................................................7
Hockema & Whalen Associates ............................................... 28
Homer Marine Trades Association ......................................... 34
Jackson, Morgan & Hunt ........................................................... 28

Jarden consumer Solutions/Stearns ........................................2
KVH Industries .............................................................................. 15
Llebroc Helmchair ....................................................................... 29
Lynden Transport ........................................................................ 17
Marine Engine & gear ................................................................ 34
MER Equipment ........................................................................... 29
Modutech Marine ........................................................................ 18
Net Systems................................................................................... 20
NIOSH .............................................................................................. 10
Norm Pillen .................................................................................... 31
Northwest Farm credit Services ............................................. 32
Ocean Traps ................................................................................... 29
Pacific Boat Brokers .................................................................... 35
Pacific West Refrigeration ......................................................... 16
Petro Marine Services ................................................................ 13
Port of Seattle ............................................................................... 14
Redden Net and Rope Ltd ........................................................ 31
Servco Pacific Insurance ...............................................................7
Silver Horde Fishing Supplies .................................................. 29
Sterling Media NW for giddings Boat Works ...................... 22
The Permit Master .......................................................... 30, 32-33
Trident Seafoods ................................................................... 21, 40
Wwoofish.com .............................................................................. 36
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Plastic traps for spot prawn/shrimp,  
Tanner/Dungeness crab and lobster

Phone: (714) 903-0433    Fax: (714) 899-2794

Web: WWW.OCEANTRAPS.COM
Email: oceantraps@aol.com

Buyers of high-quality Alaskan and Canadian 
caught longline halibut and black cod.

We buy in all fishing areas anD  
We offer great prices. 

“Call us today for a quote on your trip!”

MAIN OFFICE:

Phone ...........206-232-5040
Fax ..................206-232-4413
Dana Cell ....206-295-7500
Tyler Cell .....206-354-7717
Dispatch ......4944

BELLINGHAM OFFICE:

Phone ...........360-676-1606
Fax ..................360-671-7855
Tony Cell .....360-739-3656
Dispatch ......5644

Dana f. besecKer co., inc.

Contact
DIANE
SANDVIK
She knows
the business.

To reserve space,  
contact DIANE at (206) 920-5516  

or dianes@pacificfishing.com

THE BUSINESS MAGAZINE FOR FISHERMEN

WANt to 
rEAch 
fIShErmEN?  

WANt to 
rEAch 
fIShErmEN?  

SOME PEOPLE CAN 
FIX  ANYTHING.

PACIFIC FISHING

AD ON

MARKETPLACE

2.3125 x 3.625”

Worldwide Maritime Transportation 
Marine Logistics • Engineering • Full Service Shipyard

www.foss.com/shipyards

 Need repairs? 
Get back on the 
water fast with 
Foss. 
 Call Jon at 
206.281.3864 or 
206.200.0530 or 
email jhie@foss.
com.



PARTIAL LIST/CALL IF YOU DON’T SEE IT!

PACIFIC FISHING   classifieds

LISTINGS WANTED!!!

IFQ: ALL AREAS
BOATS: ALL KINDS

PERMITS: ALL TYPES  
 

JOIN OUR LIST OF
SATISFIED CUSTOMERS.

CALL TODAY.
 

BUYERS ARE WAITING.

www.permitmaster.com

—IFQ—

NEW LISTINGS DAILY. CALL FOR QUOTES  
OR CHECK OUT OUR COMPLETE LIST  

ON THE WEB — $/F = FISHED

CALL FOR A COMPLETE LIST OF VESSELS FOR SALE
INCLUDING MANY BOAT/PERMIT PACKAGES

Toll Free: 888-588-1001

4302 Whistle Lake Rd • Anacortes, WA 98221

  
  

ONLINE @ www.permitmaster.com  Email: vessels@permitmaster.com Fax: 360-293-4180

IFQs • VESSELS • PERMITS
E X C E P T I O N A L  F U L L  S E R V I C E  B R O K E R A G E

— PERMITS —

THE PERMIT MASTER

hERRing
SITKA SEINE ...................................... $450K
PWS SEINE .....................................WANTED
COOK INLET SEINE ............................... $16K
KODIAK SEINE .................................WANTED
SE GILLNET .......................................... $12K
KODIAK GILLNET .....................................N/A
NORTON SOUND .................................... $2K
HOONAH POUND .............................WANTED
CRAIG POUND .................................WANTED
PWS POUND ...........................................N/A
saLmon 
S.E. DRIFT ............................................ $95K
PWS DRIFT ........................................ $235K
COOK INLET DRIFT ..................................N/A
COOK INLET SET ...........................$60K/PKG
AREA M DRIFT ........................................N/A 
AREA M SET ...........................................N/A
BBAY DRIFT ....................................... $165K
BBAY SET......................................$98K PKG
SE SEINE ........................................... $310K
PWS SEINE ........................................ $218K 
COOK INLET SEINE ............................... $87K
KODIAK SEINE ...................................... $55K
CHIGNIK SEINE ................................... $250K
AREA M SEINE ..................................... $70K

POWER TROLL ..................................... $40K
HAND TROLL ........................................ $11K
PUGET SOUND DRIFT ........................... $35K
PUGET SOUND SEINE ......................... $248K
shELLfish
SE DUNGY 300 POT ................................N/A
SE DUNGY 225 POT ........................WANTED 
SE DUNGY 150 POT ............................. $36K 
SE DUNGY 75 POT ............................... $18K
SE POT SHRIMP ......................................N/A
SE RED/TANNER ...................$165K W/GEAR
SE BRN/TANNER ................................ $150K
SE RED/TANNER ................................ $150K
SE BRN ..................................... $80K OFFER
KODIAK TANNER <60’ .......................... $28K 
DiVE
SE GEODUCK ....................................... $79K
SE CUCUMBER ..................................... $26K 
misc.
CHATHAM BLACKCOD ............. $300K OFFER
CAL NEAR SHORE ...........................WANTED
CAL SQUID ......................................WANTED
WA TROLL .......................................WANTED
CAL LOBSTER .................................WANTED
CAL TROLL......................................WANTED

EXcEpTionaL “fULL” sERVicE
BRoKERagE sampLEs

10,000# “C” SE BCOD UNBLKD @ $24
4,000# “C” SE BCOD BLKD @ $22
2,500# “C” WY BCOD BLKD @ $25

9,000# “C” WG BCOD UNBLKD @ $17
25,000# “B” WG BCOD UNBLKD @ $15.25

9,000# “B” AI BCOD BLKD @ $3
20,000# “B” AI BCOD UNBLKD @ $4

1,500# “D” 2C HAL BLKD @ $42
4,000# “B/C” 3A HAL UNBLKD @ $42

800# “C” 3B HAL UNBLKD @ $22
3,600# “C” 3B HAL BLKD @ $20

3,500# “B” 4A HAL UNBLKD @ $20
5,000# “B” 4A HAL BLKD @ $18

20,000# “B” 4D HAL UNBLKED @ $20

p2115m – 32 X 14.5 CURRY STERNPICKER, GMC 6V92 MAIN, 
4.5KW AUX, 10 TON RSW, NARROW REEL W/AUTO LEVELWIND, 
CONSTANT FLOW HYDRAULICS. RADAR, PLOTTER, AUTOPILOT. 
RARE CLASSIC CURRY. ONLY $249K.

p2070m – 58 X 21 X 9 STEEL COMBO BUILT BY MANLY 
IN 89. CAT 3408TA MAIN W/3 HOLE PTO W/6 HYD PUMPS, 
JOHN DEERE 65KW, N LITES 20KW, ISUZU 4BD1 HYDRAU-
LIC AUX, 2 - 25 TON RSW SYSTEMS, 24" BOWTHRUSTER, 
MARCO 32" 2 SPD SWIVEL WHEEL BLOCK, 48" SIKICH 
2 SPD SELF PURSING WINCH. PACKS 140K SALMON, 
75 TON HERRING. REDUNDANT ELECTRONICS. ENTIRE 
BOAT COMPLETELY REDONE AT DELTA IN 2011. ALL THE 
BELLS AND WHISTLES AT HALF THE COST OF A NEW ONE.  
ASKING $1,350,000.

p2102m – 55 X 18 ALUMINUM SHORE SEINER, 3408 CAT 
MAIN W/7000 HOURS, TWIN DISC 514, ISUZU 6BBI RUN-
NING HYDRAULICS, 5KW NORTHERN LITES, 18 TON IMS 
HYDRAULIC RSW, PACKS 85K IN 3 HOLDS W/GOOD CIRCU-
LATION. DUAL RADARS, COMPUTER W/NOBEL TEC, COLOR 
SOUNDER, 2 GPS, SAT PHONE, PLOTTER, WAGNER PILOT. 
ASKING $750K FOR BOAT. NET, SKIFF AND SE PERMIT 
AVAILABLE.

p2126m – 58' DELTA COMBO BUILT IN 1982, TOTALLY GONE 
THRU IN 2008, 3408 CAT MAIN, 40KW JOHN DEERE, 30 TON 
RSW, PACKS 60 TON. PILKINGTON DECK WINCH, MARCO 
BLOCK, TWIN PICKING BOOMS. COMPLETE ELECTRONICS 
INCLUDE GPS PLOTTER, 48 MILE RADAR, AUTO PILOT, VIDEO 
SOUNDER, SONAR AND RADIOS. TURN KEY. FISHING NOW, 
READY FOR NEXT SEASON. $999K FIRM.

p2121m – 58 DELTA COMBO, LOW HOURS ON CAT 3408T 
REBUILT IN 2011, 65KW JOHN DEERE W/35/25 HYD, 20KW 
ISUZU, 30 TON CUSTOM RSW W/40 TON TITANIUM CHILLER. 
PACKS 120K IN 2 HOLDS. COMPLETE ELECTRONICS. WELL 
UPDATED WITH LOTS OF RECENT IMPROVEMENTS. CALL 
OR EMAIL FOR CURRENT SURVEY WITH PHOTOS. AVAILABLE 
UNTIL 11-30-14. $1.325M.

p2122m – ALFA TOPHOUSE FLUSH DECK STERNPICKER, 
700HP LUGGER MAIN, HEAVY DUTY HYDRAULICS FOR 
THRUSTER, DECK GEAR, RSW AND POWER STEERING, 
CURRY FIXED NARROW REEL W/REXROTH DRIVE, AUTO 
LEVELWIND, REMOTE CONTROL IN TOPHOUSE. COMPLETE 
ELECTRONICS. VERY WELL MAINTAINED. ALL THE BELLS 
AND WHISTLES FOR 1/2 THE PRICE OF NEW. ONLY $300K.

p2130m – CUSTOM FINISHED 37' WEGLEY, RIGGED FOR 
SALMON, TUNA AND CRAB. 6125 LUGGER MAIN, ISUZU AUX, 
BLAST FREEZE FOR TUNA, ALUMINUM INSERT FOR CRAB. 
LOADED W/CURRENT ELECTRONICS. BOAT ONLY $175K. 
CALIFORNIA 350 POT PERMIT AND 380 POTS, CAL SALMON, 
OREGON SALMON PERMITS ALL AVAILABLE WITH BOAT.  
TOTAL PACKAGE $365K OR PICK WHAT YOU WANT WITH 
BOAT. CONSIDER PART TRADE FOR PUGET SOUND CRAB OR 
WA COAST CRAB OR SALMON.

p2129m – 58' DELTA COMBO, BUILT IN 1982. 3408 CAT 
MAIN W/9850 HOURS SMOH, TWIN DISC GEAR, 50KW ISUZU 
AUX, COLD SEAS RSW. MAIN BOOM W/SLIDER AND VANGING. 
COMPLETE ELECTRONICS INCLUDE COMNAV PILOT, FURUNO 
RADARS, GPS, NAVNET, WESMAR SONAR, FURUNO SOUNDER. 
WELL SET UP AND MAINTAINED. ASKING $1.2M.
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Attn: Trollers and Distributors

- ON SALE -
The Original 

Sound Wave Hoochies

25%
off list prices

Pictures of catalogue at
www.redden-rope.com

Call toll free: 
1-866-233-1422

AVAILABLE TO HARVEST YOUR IFQS!
We deliver quality product! 
F/V Sherrie Marie, 65’ Steel 
longliner, available for hired 
skipper & walk-ons.  30+ years 

fully equipped boat, seasoned 
professional crew with HIGH 
QUALITY
delivered bled & iced.  Competi-
tive rates & references.

Contact Norman @ 509-675-0304 or alaskanorm@centurylink.net

The F/V Morgan  
is ready to fish 

your IFQs!
The F/V Morgan is a 32' Delta, available 
to fish all classes of quota in all areas. 
It’s a like-new, fully-equipped, clean, 
and comfortable boat. Professional 
crew with 15+ years experience in 
the fishery. Flexible schedule and 
competitive rates. No #2s, best prices. 

For more information, contact Jonathan Pavlik, (907) 784-3032

800-992-4960  907-235-4966
UPDATED LISTINGS ON THE WEB

PO BOX 505, HOMER ALASKA 99603
Alaska Boats & Permits, Inc.

FULL SERVICE MARINE BROKERAGE
FAX: 907-235-4965 E-MAIL: abp@acsalaska.net

IFQs PERMITS VESSELS

www.alaskaboat.com

fish ifQ
Will fish your 2C, B, C or D halibut IFQ 
for 30% or 25% medical transfers. I pay 
for everything, travel included. 25 years 
experience, hardworking, easy going, 
lots of references and return clients.  
(541) 260-2441 or (907) 957-6295.

Pacific Fishing Dec ‘14

(206)789-5101
(800)683-0297

See all our listings at www.dockstreetbrokers.com.

Dock Street Brokers

HALIBUT IFQ
3A-D-B:    1,250 lbs ..........asking $35.00
4A-C-B:       850 lbs ..........asking $10.00
4A-C-B:    4,250 lbs ..........asking $15.00
4B-B-B:    3,800 lbs ..........asking $10.00

SABLEFISH IFQ
AI-B-U:   75,000 lbs  .............asking $3.75
AI-C-B:     7,000 lbs  ............ asking $.75
BS-B-B:    5,000 lbs  ............ asking $2.00
CG-C-U:     7,200 lbs.............asking $22.00
SE-C-U:     2,000 lbs.............asking $26.00
SE-C-B:     2,700 lbs.............asking $22.00
WG-B-U: 40,000 lbs  ........ ...make an offer
WG-C-B:   5,500 lbs  ............ asking $12.00
WY-C-U:  10,000 lbs  ............ asking $28.00

Selling your boat?
Low 5% Commission
Non-Exclusive Listing  

You retain the right 
to sell your own vessel.

We are here to help with 
all your vessel, permit              

or IFQ needs.

LL13-013  59.3’x18’x9’  longline/tuna 
vessel built in 1976 by Ed Martin.  
Cummins NT855-M rated at 300 hp. 
Isuzu 20 kw generator.  Hydraulic 
driven Carrier 5F40 compressor.  
24” Nordic hauler, Marcomatic 
auto baiter.  Aluminum bait shed.  
IMMACULATE CONDITION!!!  
Asking $800,000. 

CO14-001  54’x16’x7.4’ steel troller/
longliner, Monk design, built in 1973 
by Mackey.  Cat 334 main rated at 
220 hp.  Isuzu 22 kw genset, new in 
2009.  Plumbed and wired for blast 
freeze.   Ultrasound revealed no thin 
spots in hull.  Over $250,000 spent 
in upgrades.  Very good condition.  
Asking $425,000.  

BB14-036  32’x12’9”x16” Bristol 
Bay jet boat, custom built in 
2000. Fiberglass work by Branko 
using sponsoned Rawson mold. 
Mechanical work by Ed Oczkewicz. 
Aluminum, hydraulic and electrical 
work by Bob Pleier. Twin 350 hp Cat 
3116 power.  Aluminum fly bridge.  
Packs 15,000#.  Very fast boat, 
34 knot top speed, 25 knot cruise.  
Asking $125,000. 

BP14-008  32’x13’ All-American 
jet bowpicker, built in 1993.  Twin 
Volvo TAMD61A rated at 306 hp ea.  
Hamilton 271 jets w/ ZF gearboxes.  
Appr. 3,300 hrs on the machinery.  
Sliding net reel w/ shaker.  Packs 
14 tons in the holds.  Electronics 
include GPS, (2) VHF, Furuno 
radar, sounder, plotter, and more.  
300 gallons fuel, 60 gallons water.  
Refrigerator and propane stove.  3 
bunks including settee.  Very good 
condition.  Asking $150,000.

Man-Overboard
Alarm in Seconds

• Water-activated
• Saving lives for over 14 years
• 3-year product warranty

1.800.426.4201
www.ALERT2.com

Booth
#621

foR saLE
Have two California light-market Brail Boat  
licenses for sale. Call Don. (949) 279-9369. 
Prices are $325,000 U.S. dollars.

pERmiT foR saLE
75-ton Calfiornia Market Squid Purse seine  
permit for sale. $22,000 a ton. Call Don at (949) 
279-9369.
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FisherySpecies Asking Price* Offer*

Prices in DECEMBER vary in accordance with market conditions.* in thousands
+ denotes an increase from last month. N/A denotes No Activity.
– denotes a decrease from last month.

By Mike Painter and the Permit Master

State 
Value*

Alaska Entry Permit Prices
(as of 12-1-14)

Gillnet: Bay permits dropped slightly in early November to around $165k and buyers 
started to make offers again. SE permits slipped a bit more with at least one permit  
available at $90k. PWS permits were starting to move at around $230k. cook Inlet  
permits were down to right around $60k. Area M permits were asking $160k and offers 
were up to $130k.

Seine: No new interest in SE permits with sellers holding out for $300k so far. PWS  
permits were slow to move, even with permits available as low as $210k. cook Inlet  
permits were available as low as the mid $80s, but not much in the way of interest.  
Kodiak permits were down a bit again with asking prices into the $40s. Area M permits 
were available starting at $60k.

Troll: SE Power Troll permits started to come down a bit with at least one permit for sale 
@ $40k. Hand Troll permits were moving at around $11k. Lower 48 Troll permits remain 
hard to find at any price. Demand is strongest in Washington and california.

BOX   score

 SALMON 

 S SE DRIFT 90- 80- 89.4-

 S PWS DRIFT 235 230 237.5

 S cOOK INLET DRIFT 67 59- 74.8-

 S AREA M DRIFT 160+ 130+ 109.5

 S BRISTOL BAY DRIFT 165- 160- 156.4+

 S SE SEINE 300 290 307.5+

 S PWS SEINE 210- 210- 213.8

 S cOOK INLET SEINE 85- 82- 83

 S KODIAK SEINE 45- 42 53.4

 S cHIgNIK SEINE 245 200 211.3

 S AREA M SEINE 60 50 65.9

 S YAKUTAT SET 16 12 17.2

 S cOOK INLET SET 16 15 14.5+

 S AREA M SET NET 65 60 55.6

 S BRISTOL SET NET 45+ 35 39.3+

 S LOWER YUKON 10 9 8.3-

 S POWER TROLL 40- 38 38.1+

 s HAND TROLL 11- 11- 11-

 HERRING 

 H SE gILLNET 12 10 13.4

 H KODIAK gILLNET 5 5 5

 H SITKA SEINE 300 200 461.3

 H PWS SEINE 50+ 35 30.9

 H cOOK INLET SEINE 16 15 16.8

 H KODIAK SEINE 37.5 30 30.3

 H SE POUND SOUTH 37 36 35.6-

 H SE POUND NORTH 38- 35- 45.6

 H PWS POUND 5.5 5 3.5

 SHELLFISH 

 S SE DUNgY 75 POT 18 17+ 13.8+

 S SE DUNgY 150 POT 35+ 32+ 24.6+

 S SE DUNgY 225 POT 45 40 35.5+

 S SE DUNgY 300 POT 60 50 43.8

 S SE POT SHRIMP 25 20 22.4

 S KODIAK TANNER <60 26 24- 29.7

 S PUgET SOUND DUNgY 125+ 110 N/A

 S WASHINgTON DUNgY 1,250-3,750/FT 1,000-3,500/FT N/A

 S OREgON DUNgY 1,500-3,750/FT 1,250-3,500/FT N/A

 S cALIFORNIA DUNgY 200-600/POT 200-500/POT N/A

 SE ALASKA DIVE 

 SE AK Dive URcHIN 4 3 2.4

 SE AK Dive cUcUMBER 33- 28 30

 SE AK Dive gEODUcK 78 60 82

     OUR 
 CLASSROOM       COVERS 
    FIVE STATES

Northwest Farm Credit Services employees live 

and breathe agriculture. We’re immersed in the 

industries we serve and work hard to stay on 

top of changes. Fact is, though, ag is so dynamic, 

the education never stops. We closely monitor 

the latest industry trends and are eager to 

share our insights, through customer seminars, 

workshops, and a variety of online tools. 

Learn more about the advantages of working 

with us at northwestfcs.com/resources.

Northwest FCS Vice President Michael Stolp presenting at a customer seminar

This institution is an equal opportunity provider and employer. 
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Halibut & Sablefish IFQ Prices
recent market activity in halibut and sablefish quota shares

Species
Regulatory

Area
Vessel 

Category*
Poundage 
(thousands)

Status 
(blocked/

unblocked)

Ask
(per pound) 

Low High

Offer
(per pound) 

Low High

NOTE:  Halibut prices reflect net weight, sablefish round weight. Pricing for leased shares  
 is expressed as a percentage of gross proceeds. ** Too few to characterize.

*Vessel Categories:  A = freezer boats   B = over 60’   c = 35’-60’   D = < 35’

By Mike Painter and the Permit Master

A few small blocks of 2c quota moved in the low $40s in the last week of fish-
ing. There was quite a bit of interest in the high $30s. Last minute 3A sales were  
right up in the $40 range. There are currently no 3B listings available. The last 
sales were in the low $20s. Quite a bit of 4A on the market, but not much de-
mand at the close of the season. Several small blocks of 4B available @ $10, with  
no interest.

Several buyers called regarding unblocked SE Sablefish listings in late October. 
Interest in WY remained down. Buyers were still looking for unblocked cg at less 
than $20. No recent interest in Wg. Still slow in BS/AI. 

 H 2c D 1-10 B 42.00-48.00 40.00-46.00

 H 2c c/B 1-3 B 43.00-46.00 43.00-46.00

 H 2c c/B 4-10 B 46.00-50.00 45.00-48.00

 H 2c c/B ANY U 48.00-50.00 47.00-48.00

 H 2c A  B/U 50.00 48.00

 H 3A D  B/U 34.00-40.00 33.00-38.00

 H 3A c/B 1-5 B 36.00-38.00 36.00-38.00

 H 3A c/B 5-10 B 38.00-40.00 38.00-40.00

 H 3A c/B >10 U 42.00-44.00 40.00-42.00

 H 3A A  B/U 40.00 38.00

 H 3B D  B 16.00-20.00 12.00-15.00

 H 3B c/B 1-10 B 18.00-24.00 16.00-18.00

 H 3B c/B >10 U 22.00-26.00 20.00-22.00

 H 3B A  B/U N/A 20.00

 H 4A D  B/U 10.00-16.00 10.00-12.00

 H 4A c/B 1-10 B 12.00-15.00 10.00-12.00

 H 4A c/B >10 B 16.00-18.00 10.00-12.00

 H 4A c/B >10 U 18.00-20.00 14.00-16.00

 H 4B/c/D c/B 1-10 B 9.00-16.00 8.00-12.00

 H 4B/c/D c/B >10 B/U 16.00-20.00 10.00-16.00

 S SE c/B 1-10 B 22.00-25.00 20.00-22.00

 S  SE c/B >10 U 24.00-30.00 23.00-24.00

 S SE A  B/U 32.00 30.00

 S WY c/B 1-10 B 20.00-28.00 18.00-20.00

 S WY c/B >10 U 28.00-34.00 25.00-28.00

 S WY A  B/U 35.00 33.00

 S cg c/B 1-10 B 15.00-22.00 13.00-15.00

 S cg c/B >10 B/U 20.00-30.00 14.00-18.00

 S cg A  B/U 30.00 25.00

 S Wg c/B 1-10 B 10.00-13.00 7.00-9.00

 S Wg c/B >10 B 13.00-16.00 10.00-12.00

 S Wg c/B/A >10 U 13.50-20.00 12.00-13.00

 S AI c/B/A  B/U 1.50-6.00 1.00-4.50

 S BS c/B  B/U 1.50-6.00 2.00-5.50

 S BS A  B/U 7.00-8.00 6.00
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foR saLE
Kodiak ocean front bed and breakfast home, 
4000 sq. ft., 5 bed/5bath with multiple living units 
and large storage area, gourmet kitchen, private 
beach access, city utilities, hot tub, well-built in 
2008. $695,000. (307) 217-2777.

foR saLE
F/V HADASSAH: 58x19 Delta seiner, longliner, 
pot boat. 343 main; 30kw generator; 7-1/2-
9kw Northern Lights generator; upgrades 
include large rolling chaulks, UHMW guards, 
metalized hydro valves and SS lines; bul-
bous bow; Furuno sonar; Pilkington deck 
winch. Also available: 19' Rozema skiff.  
(907) 399-7219.

f/V wEsTERn fREEDom
We want  to  har vest  your  b lack  cod IFQ.  
Family owned, experienced captain and crew. 
MARCO AutoBaiter, lots of media, sauna, good 
food. Guaranteed quality harvest experience. 
Contact Garrett Elwood. Cell: (425) 345-8301. 
Home: (425) 259-2731.

foR saLE
47' custom twin diesel Sportfisher completely 
rebuilt in 2006. $289,000. YW# 1442-2561571. 
Contact Tom Cardosa at (619) 813-9263 or 
tom@ensignyachts.com

foR saLE
1980 45' troller. California salmon permit. 
$119,500.V6-71 Main. YW# 1442-2529549. 
Contact Tom Cardosa at (619) 813-9263 or  
tom@ensignyachts.com

foR saLE
54' fiberglass freezer troller. Very well main-
tained boat with avery large fishhold. 1800 gal 
fuel capacity. 30 kw genset new in 2008. Ak 
power troll permit available. $295,000. (360) 
280-2675. 

Choose HOMER for your boat work

www.homermarinetrades.com

foR LEasE
Secure your lease for 2014/2015 Dungeness 
crab season today! 300 pot WA coast  
Dungeness permit for lease. Permit is good up 
to 58’. (360) 268-2433.

TWIN DISC MarINe TraNSMIS-
sions, Caterpillar and Cummins Engines 
& parts. New and rebuilt, biggest selection 
of used ENG & Gear parts in the world 
available. Worldwide shipping. Best pric-
ing. Call Steve at Marine Engine & Gear 
781-837-5424 or email at twindiscgears@
verizon.net

Run as is

Please make changes as indicated

May 09 Fishermen’s News

foR saLE
40' Snowball Gillnetter. Less than 500 hrs on 
3208TA/TD 507. Tanks, electronics, controls, 
hydraulics, through hulls, hoses, flush deck/ 
narrow reel. Surveyed 2014, in Kenai. $115,000/
offer. (530) 864-4846.

hERing sEinE foR saLE
100 fathoms, ribline, 3 strips each 200 MD, 
chaffing gear, 6# leadline, used 5 seasons  
Togiak, good shape, diagram available. 
$5,000. Cordova. Possible help with shipping.  
(208) 277-7942.

foR saLE
1974 54' heavily built aluminum seiner. 73,000 
in RSW. 3406B cat, 26 inch gripper, super heavy 
duty rigging, fast and very fuel efficient. Owner 
financing possible with at least $50,000 down 
now and $50,000 after the first of the year. 
$369,000 o.b.o. Skiff, seine, and P.W.S. permit 
also available. (360) 531-3074.

foR saLE
Brand new steel, 50x16x6.5, 6068 John Deere, 
200hp. Ameron paint, Comnav, FG Fish Hold, 
Yahct Int. 2000 fuel, 580 water. $500,000,  
(707) 961-1102.

foR saLE
A Bristol Bay Treasure: 1979 Marco aluminum 
32x12. 1st of 25 to be built for Bristol Bay. 425 
Catepillar, This boat is fast and has packed 
26,000 lbs. Refrigeration bow thruster,  
electronics and many extras. $200,000. Also 
selling permit. (707) 249-6221.

spoRTfishing BoaT foR saLE
Price reduced to $299,000. 75 foot commercial 
passenger carrying vessel. Coast Guard current 
for 100 miles offshore. Call Don (949) 279-9369.
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WWOOFISH.COM
TONS OF FISHING JOB SEEKER ADS

Ads are FREE for captains and crewmen

YOU AND PACIFIC FISHING HAVE 
SOMETHING GREAT IN COMMON

Our valued readers are your valued customers –
Here’s to a GREAT partnership in 2015!

Some of our 2014 advertisers: Alaska Air Cargo,
American Seafoods, AmericanWest Bank, Cummins,

Delta Marine, Eltech, Foss, Fred Wahl Marine Construction,
Globalstar, HEMPEL, Highland Refrigeration, Inmarsat, IMS, 

Irridium, Jotun, KVH, Lynden, MARCO, Morgan Stanley, 
Mustad Longline, NC Power Systems, Northrim Bank,

Ocean Beauty, Pacific Seafood, Pacific Power Products,
Port of Seattle, Port of Kodiak, Rapp Hydema, Seamar,

Servco Pacific, Sound Propeller, Stearns, TOTE,
Trident, Vancouver Shipyards/Drydock, WESMAR.

We look forward to working with you on the BEST visibility that money
can buy in the productive and lucrative North Pacific!

Reserve space by 12/09/14 for FEBRUARY and 1/12/15 for MARCH

Contact Diane Sandvik, Advertising Sales
at 206-920-5516 or dianes@pacificfishing.com

February ‘15 issue, Ad materials due 12/16/14  •  March ‘15 issue, Ad materials due 1/19/15

foR saLE
California 90-ton commercial squid seiner. All 
license and equipment. $3.1 million. Call Don. 
(949) 279-9369.

wanTED
California near-shore permit needed. Right away! 
Buyer has cash. Please call Don. (949) 279-9369.

foR saLE
65' solid fiberglass custom sportfishing charter 
boat. Licensed USCG for 47 people and 24 bunks 
for overnight. All electric galley. $312,000.00. 
Call Don at (949) 279-9369.

wanTED:
Purse seine vessel to run for Southeast salmon 
season 2015. 40 years of experience and good 
catch record. Contact Chad Peterman, (360) 
378-5260, or birdyp@gmail.com. Area M also 
considered.
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On the dOcks

The commercial halibut boat Inua in Kodiak harbor. Wesley Loy photo

Two big meetings set to 
discuss halibut stock

The Pacific halibut fishery has been the source of  
worry in recent years, with catch limits falling substan-
tially. Now it’s time again to review the science.

The International Pacific Halibut Commission has 
two big meetings coming up, starting with its interim  
meeting Dec. 2-3 at the Hotel Deca in Seattle.

Following the meeting, the commission will issue a 
“preliminary harvest decision table.”

That will set up the commission’s 2015 annual  
meeting Jan. 26-30 at the Vancouver Marriott Pinnacle 
Downtown Hotel in Vancouver, British Columbia. The 
meeting will open with presentations on the fishery and 
the 2014 stock assessment.

Both meetings are open to the public, and the commis-
sion invites proposals for 2015 catch limits. The deadline 
is Dec. 31. For more information, visit www.iphc.int.

Skipper sentenced for sleeping 
while vessel under way

An Oahu man pled guilty to eight charges of operating a 
commercial fishing vessel in a grossly negligent manner, said an 
Oct. 27 press release from the U.S. attorney’s office in Hawaii.

Kevin Lam, 43, was sentenced to a year’s probation and 60 
hours of community service.

The press release said that “on multiple occasions, Lam, while 
master of the commercial fishing vessel, the Lady Ann Margaret, 
slept for extended periods of time while the vessel was under 
way, with no other lookout or helmsman on watch.”

“Mariners who intentionally sleep while on watch or  
abandon the wheelhouse after setting the helm on autopilot put 
the lives of their crews and other mariners at risk,” said U.S. 
Coast Guard Capt. Shannon Gilreath. 

National water use declines  
to pre-1970 levels, USGS says

Water use across the country has dropped to the lowest 
recorded level in nearly 45 years, a new report from the U.S. 
Geological Survey shows.

About 355 billion gallons of water per day were withdrawn 
for use in the entire United States during 2010, the USGS  
report says.

This represents a 13 percent reduction in water use from 2005, 
and is the lowest level since before 1970.

“Reaching this 45-year low shows the positive trends in  
conservation that stem from improvements in water-use tech-
nologies and management,” said Mike Connor, deputy inte-
rior secretary. “Even as the U.S. population continues to grow,  
people are learning to be more water conscious and do their part 
to help sustain the limited freshwater resources in the country.”

In 2010, more than 50 percent of the total national  
withdrawals were accounted for by 12 states: California, Texas, 
Idaho, Florida, Illinois, North Carolina, Arkansas, Colorado, 

Michigan, New York, Alabama, and Ohio.
In August, USGS released the 2010 water use estimates for  

California in advance of the national report. The estimates 
showed that in 2010, Californians withdrew 38 billion gallons of 
water per day, compared with 46 billion gallons daily in 2005. 
Surface water withdrawals in the state were down whereas 
groundwater withdrawals and freshwater withdrawals were up. 
Most freshwater withdrawals in California are for irrigation.

Seattle Aquarium grant to  
support sea star research

The Boeing Co. has awarded a $75,000 grant to support the 
Seattle Aquarium’s sea star wasting disease initiative.

In fall of 2013, sea stars in Puget Sound and along the West 
Coast began dying from a strange disease that makes them 
appear to melt, a Nov. 3 press release from the aquarium said.

Since the outbreak, millions of sea stars have been affected by 
the disease, now known as sea star wasting disease. This massive 
wildlife disease outbreak, one of the largest ever recorded in his-
tory, was first detected in Washington waters, the aquarium said.

Since the outbreak began, over 20 different sea star species 
 have been affected, including the primary species in Puget  
Sound – the sunflower sea star, ochre star, and sun star.

The cause of the disease is not yet known.
In an effort to understand and respond to the massive die-off, 

the Seattle Aquarium has been collaborating with a number 
of institutions including the Monterey Bay Aquarium, SeaDoc  
Society, Cornell University, the Wildlife Conservation Society, 
and the U.S. Geological Survey.

The initiative’s immediate goal is to investigate and determine 
what is causing the sea star deaths, and disseminate findings to 
the scientific community, policymakers, government agencies, 
the media, and the general public, the aquarium said.

The long-term goal is to inform conservation management 
decisions in Puget Sound.

Objectives include continued monitoring and sampling of local 
sea star populations and other related species.  
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Too far in to turn back now, I followed Mark and The Quiet 
Man deeper into uncharted territory, finally rounding the corner 
onto another finger of dock and ambling down a long row of 
vessels before spotting the one we were after. Its name, Lancer, 
was not written in some fancy Gothic script, like many of the 
boats we’d passed, or in carefully painted block letters, but 
stenciled haphazardly across its bow, the way the letters were 
scrawled on Mark’s fingers, as an afterthought or just another 
job to do.

That’s when I saw Woody on deck, old and weather-worn 
and engrossed in the intricate task of splicing two pieces of line 
into one. The old man looked a lot like the Lancer – compact, 
tempered, yet battered and a bit rusty. Perhaps he’d been one of 
those spending a long winter in the bars 
of Seward. 

He looked up as we approached, 
absently dropping the ball of line that had 
so absorbed him a moment earlier. He 
wore a sort of spotted, chocolate-brown 
cap that once must have been as white as 
his remaining hair but was now stained 
with what looked like years of diesel oil 
and grease. I couldn’t help but notice his 
hands; they were squat and leathery like  
a pair of old-time baseball mitts that 
hadn’t been oiled in decades and shy a 
few fingers.

“Woody,” Mark said, surprising me 
how sheepish his voice suddenly sound-
ed, “this is my friend – the one I was  
telling you about.”

Something about the way he sized me 
up from the deck of his boat, his stance, 
his stabbing glare – a look that told me he 

The state’s salmon landings – principally of Chinook – neared 
4.4 million pounds, a haul valued at $23 million ex-vessel.

That’s almost 1.5 million pounds and $10.1 million more than 
seen in 2012. The average ex-vessel price per pound in 2013 also 
topped the previous year’s average of $4.47, coming in at $5.29.

In another California staple fishery, Dungeness crab landings 
totaled 31 million pounds, a 20 percent increase from 2012. The 
state led the nation in landings, bringing in more than 35 percent 
of the U.S. total.

California’s two northernmost ports – Eureka and Crescent 
City – each saw seafood landing increases in 2013. Eureka’s  
landings rose to 15 million pounds from the previous year’s 13 
million, but ex-vessel value remained flat at $25 million.

Crescent City’s landings jumped to 18 million pounds, up from 
13 million. Total ex-vessel value also rose to $34 million, a $6  
million increase from 2012.

Pacific Fishing columnist Daniel Mintz has reported on Humboldt 
County’s government and natural resources industries for more than 
a decade.

SoUTHErN clIMES continued from page 20

He said another new approach being considered is  
requiring buybacks. Now, if a recovered pot isn’t sold, the grant  
funding is tapped to make up the balance.

“It shouldn’t be the grant that pays for the pot, it should be the 
owner,” he said. 

Regardless of the funding mechanism, Goucher thinks 
there’s enough support for the program to sustain it as a  
fishermen-run operation.

“There’s a lot of talking going on right now on how to create 
our own program – we’ll get there,” he said. 

Renzullo said the current program is “exceeding expec-
tations,” and she’s investigating the possibility of getting  
more grant money for next season as fishermen work on  
permanent funding. 

It seems as inevitable as losing crab traps.
“The main thing is that the community support and  

support from the fishermen has been very impressive,” she said.  
“This has been a truly collaborative approach to cleaning  
the ocean.”  

YoUr BUSINESS continued from page 14

© 2014 Cummins Inc.
(615) 871-5101

Cummins offers a full range of EPA Tier 3 propulsion and auxiliary solutions from  
6.7 to 60 liters. Cummins Tier 3 product line applies advanced combustion 
technology to reduce emissions in-cylinder without the need for aftertreatment and 
will serve as the platform for future, more stringent emissions in the U.S. and globally. 
These engines run cleaner and stronger, with exceptional dependability and durability. 

For more information please contact one of our Regional Sales Managers:

 Rich Murdy (425) 277-5329 Tony Thomas (425) 277-5330
 Mike Fourtner (360) 742-2864 Drew Clerc (907) 748-1969 

Simple. Reliable. Clean.

cumminsengines.com/marine.

Now Offering

Eurocross® Knotless Netting

DANTRAWL
incorporated

The next generation of knotless netting
www.dantrawl.com  •  sales@dantrawl.com

206.789.8840

and he alone was the boss, off shore and on – made me  
hesitate, even when he finally asked us in a gravelly voice to 
come aboard. But as we began to take that step over the rail and 
onto the boat he stopped short, turning abruptly to look me in 
the eye and catching just a glint of my momentary panic. 

“So, you want to be a fisherman,” he said, more of a wager 
than a question.

Then, without waiting for a response he quickly turned,  
leading us into his kingdom, the beginning of my long and  
desultory alternative education. My introduction to the sea.  
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will serve as the platform for future, more stringent emissions in the U.S. and globally. 
These engines run cleaner and stronger, with exceptional dependability and durability. 

For more information please contact one of our Regional Sales Managers:

 Rich Murdy (425) 277-5329 Tony Thomas (425) 277-5330
 Mike Fourtner (360) 742-2864 Drew Clerc (907) 748-1969 

Count on 
Cummins.

Simple. Reliable. Clean.

cumminsengines.com/marine.



Your success is our business — thank you 
for fishing with us.

Happiness is… 

a full hatch.

To fish with us call 1-800-426-5490 and ask for Alaska Support.
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