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ON THE COVER: A fisherman moves anchovies toward 
a vacuum tube aboard the El Dorado on Oct. 16 at Moss 
Landing Harbor in Monterey Bay. Frank Aliotti Sr. owns 
the boat. See page 7 for a report on the brewing debate 
surrounding California’s anchovy fishery. Photo by David 
Royal, Monterey Herald

Wesley Loy

Price mediator 
for Bristol Bay?
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The bitterness continues in the wake of this year’s Bristol Bay salmon fishery.
The sockeye showed up late but in staggering numbers, and catches were 

large. Unfortunately for gillnetters, the processors didn’t pay much for them. 
The average base ex-vessel price of 50 cents per pound was way off the prior 
season’s $1.20, and many fishermen feel shortchanged.

Whenever discontent runs high at Bristol Bay, we hear lots of “solutions,” 
such as the need for more processor competition, the need for improved quality, 
the need for new product development, the need for better marketing, the need 
for a fishermen’s strike to show those processors who’s boss.

Now, we see that some fishermen are taking a different approach.
They’ve started a petition on change.org seeking “fair prices for Bristol 

Bay permitholders.” The petition is aimed at Sam Cotten, Alaska’s fish and  
game commissioner.

As of this writing, the petition drive has netted more than 650 supporters. See 
it at tinyurl.com/p9c9sfn.

The petitioners’ letter to Cotten says the low prices are “not reasonable” 
based on publicly available sales data and other information.

“Fishing on an ‘open fish ticket’ without a certain price or without certain 
legal safeguards to protect fishermen from unfair and unreasonable prices is 
deplorable,” the letter says.

The petitioners are asking Cotten to seek appointment of a mediator under 
Alaska statute 16.10.280 to “negotiate fair prices for Bristol Bay permit holders.”

AS 16.10.280 addresses price disputes between fishermen and fish processors. 
Here’s what it says:

In an area where a price dispute exists between at least one-third of  
the registered commercial fishermen for that area, as estimated by the  
Department of Fish and Game on the basis of information available to the 
department, and fish processors on the price to be paid for salmon, and no  
agreement has been reached up to 120 days before the opening of the salmon fishing 
season in that area, a representative from the Department of Labor and Workforce 
Development shall intervene as mediator of the dispute upon request of either party.

Wow. Who even knew such a statute existed? I’ll admit I did not.
Anyway, the question now is whether the petition drive will succeed and if 

any successful mediation will take place.
Many Bristol Bay fishermen evidently feel it’s worth a shot. Others, not  

so much.
Recently, people have been venting on the Deckboss blog. One anonymous 

somebody posted this:

Get a clue, it’s pretty bad when you think you can mediate against market forces. 
Explain to everyone what the fisherman’s leverage is. Here’s how that will go. 

BB Mediator – We demand higher prices!
BB Processors – Sorry but no.
BB Mediator – Please.
BB Processors – No.
BB Mediator – OK we tried, who has my check?



4  £  PACIFICFISHING  £  DECEMBER 2015  £  WWW.PACIFICFISHING.COM

To Subscribe:
www.pacificfishing.com

Ph: (206) 324-5644, ext. 221

Main Office

1028 INDUSTRY DRIVE
TUKWILA, WA 98188
PH: (206) 324-5644

Chairman/CEO/Publisher

MIKE DAIGLE
miked@nwpublishingcenter.com

Associate Publisher

CHRISTIE DAIGLE
christied@nwpublishingcenter.com

EDITORIAL CONTENT:

Editor

WESLEY LOY
wloy61@gmail.com

Ph: (206) 324-5644, ext. 234

Field Editor

MICHEL DROUIN

Copy Editor

BRIANNA MORGAN 

PRODUCTION OPERATIONS:

Production Manager

DAVID SALDANA
davids@nwpublishingcenter.com

Art Director, Design & Layout

ERIN DOWNWARD
erind@nwpublishingcenter.com

SALES & MARKETING:

Advertising Sales Manager

DIANE SANDVIK
Ph: (206) 920-5516

dianes@pacificfishing.com

Ad Support

CANDICE EGAN
Ph: (206) 324-5644, ext. 221

receptionist@nwpublishingcenter.com

CIRCULATION & DISTRIBUTION:
circulation@nwpublishingcenter.com

PREFERRED PUBLICATION OF:

ALASKA INDEPENDENT 
FISHERMEN’S MARKETING ASSOC. 

CORDOVA DISTRICT 
FISHERMEN UNITED 

OREGON DUNGENESS 
CRAB COMMISSION

UNITED FISHERMEN  
OF ALASKA

WASHINGTON DUNGENESS 
CRAB FISHERMEN’S ASSOC.

WASHINGTON REEF NET 
OWNERS ASSOC.

WESTERN FISHBOAT  
OWNERS ASSOC.

Keeping upYOUR BUSINESS

It’s FREE! It’s DAILY!*
It’s the best commercial fishing news digest 
available in the North Pacific. Here’s some of 
what you missed by not reading Fish Wrap.

FishWrap

*You can subscribe to Fish Wrap by sending an email to circulation@nwpublishingcenter.com. Write your first 
name, your last name, and the words “Fish Wrap.” Do it now, before you go another month without Fish Wrap.

State victory:  The Alaska Supreme Court has 
ruled in favor of the Department of Fish and 
Game in a case involving Cook Inlet salmon  
setnetters. – courtrecords.alaska.gov

Help wanted:  United Fishermen of Alaska is 
looking for a new executive director. – ufafish.org

Passing the gavel:  Abe Williams is the third man 
this year to serve as board president for the  
Bristol Bay Regional Seafood Development  
Association. – kdlg.org

Deadline looms:  The U.S. Coast Guard is  
urging fishing vessel owners to get their manda-
tory dockside safety exams prior to the Oct. 15 
enforcement date. – uscgnews.com

Watching you:  The U.S. Coast Guard this week 
conducted a fisheries surveillance flight between 
the Canadian border and central Oregon, docu-
menting 32 fishing vessels. – d13.uscgnews.com

Rising tide:  Norton Sound Seafood Products 
paid more than $4.5 million to local fishermen 
this season, more than triple the payout of 10 
years ago. – nsedc.com

Another huge herring forecast:  Nearly 28,800 
tons will be up for grabs in next year’s sac roe 
fishery at Togiak, Alaska. – adfg.alaska.gov

Holding steady:  This season’s Bristol Bay red 
king crab quota is just under 10 million pounds, 
about the same as last season. The fishery opens 
Oct. 15. – deckboss.blogspot.com

Take your pick:  Fresh and canned fish have 
roughly the same nutritional value, experts say  
– well.blogs.nytimes.com

Big cut for snow crab:  The Bering Sea snow 
crab quota for the upcoming season is 40.6 mil-
lion pounds, down 40 percent. – theprovince.com

Making the grade:  Washington pink shrimp has 
won Marine Stewardship Council certification as 
a sustainable fishery. – msc.org

Looking forward:  The National Marine  
Fisheries Service has posted the “Alaska  
Regional Office Strategic Plan 2016-2020.”  
– alaskafisheries.noaa.gov

Back in business:  Hawaii’s longline fleet can  
fish again for bigeye tuna in local waters now  
that a deal has been reached to end a painful  
two-month closure. – wpcouncil.org

Kodiak tragedy:  A local man who was diving 
for red sea cucumbers died after an emergency 
medevac, authorities say. – adn.com

Rising tensions:  Threats to fishery observers 
“will not be tolerated,” says Eileen Sobeck, head 
of the National Marine Fisheries Service.  
– nmfs.noaa.gov

A great year:  Last week, the U.S. Coast Guard 
reported to the North Pacific Fishery Manage-
ment Council that no one died while actively 
commercial fishing in Alaska during the fiscal 
year ended Sept. 31. – juneauempire.com

Quite a haul:  This year’s Alaska salmon harvest, 
the second-largest on record, was worth an esti-
mated $414 million ex-vessel. – adfg.alaska.gov

New man at the helm:  Scott Kelley is taking 
over as Alaska’s director of commercial fisheries. 
– deckboss.blogspot.com

Halibut charges:  A Wrangell father and  
son face federal prosecution over catch  
misreporting. – adn.com

Under scrutiny:  A legislative audit of the  
Alaska Commercial Fisheries Entry Commission 
recommends a major overhaul but no move to 
the Department of Fish and Game. – adn.com

Another government buy:  The U.S. Depart-
ment of Agriculture is looking to buy canned 
pink salmon for use in federal food assistance 
programs. – ams.usda.gov

Fine season up north: “The 2015 Norton Sound 
salmon runs were the best in recent memory,” 
the Alaska Department of Fish and Game 
reports. – adfg.alaska.gov

Routine fish fraud: A new study from Oceana 
found that farmed Atlantic salmon is often 
passed off in restaurants and grocery stores as 
wild-caught product. – oceana.org

Big Bristol Bay forecast: The Alaska  
Department of Fish and Game is projecting a 
harvest of 29.5 million sockeye salmon next year. 
– deckboss.blogspot.com

Conserving halibut: Public comment is now 
open on an amendment to reduce halibut 
bycatch limits in Bering Sea groundfish fisheries. 
– alaskafisheries.noaa.gov
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COMMENTARY

Seafood is a product of its environment, and the Northwest 
has always been about great seafood. But the cornucopia – 

salmon, crab, halibut, clams, oysters, shrimp, and more – can only  
continue if we protect our waters from the consequences of carbon  
emissions. Trouble is quickly brewing off our shores, and  
Washington voters need to choose the strongest tool to drive  
down emissions.

For many of us on the waterfront, the call to action came 
when Northwest shellfish farmers narrowly escaped ruin in the 
late 2000s. Ocean acidification was killing their most vulnerable 
young livestock by the billions. For now, shellfish growers have  
survived by adapting hatcheries to protect their new-spawned  
larvae. Thankfully, they have endured to warn us: Carbon  
emissions are mixing into the sea and eroding marine food webs, 
seafood supplies, and millions of livelihoods.

From the fish deck to the dinner table, seafood supports 42,000 
jobs in Washington. Hatcheries cannot defend our vital marine  
pastures, but sound policy can. Two competing ballot measures 
seek to “price” carbon emissions. Only one has a plan that can 
deliver deep, fast, and affordable carbon reductions.

Protecting healthy oceans requires not just charging polluters, 
but investing the money wisely – to create solutions and help peo-
ple and businesses do their part without going broke. This is now 
proven policy wisdom. Dozens of states and nations are using this 
approach to cut carbon emissions, while growing more jobs and 

Love seafood? Pick the sharpest 
tool to cut carbon emissions

by BRAD WARREN and STEVE MINOR

reducing energy costs. Collectively, they represent more than 40 
percent of the global economy – and China just announced plans to 
join their ranks in 2017, scaling up its existing pilot program.

Washington’s Alliance for Jobs and Clean Energy is forging a 
2016 ballot initiative to pursue this powerful strategy. The Alliance 
– representing a broad coalition of business, labor, conserva-
tion groups, and communities of color – proposes to cap carbon  
emissions, charge fees to major polluters who exceed their limit, 
and invest the money to ease the transition to a lower-carbon  
economy. Those investments will help people boost energy  
efficiency, renewables, and cleaner fuels; some funds could even 
help to restore or expand nature’s strongest carbon-burying  
ecosystems, such as saltmarshes and healthy farm soils.

By investing to reduce consumption of costly fossil fuels, this 
policy doesn’t just chop pollution; it lowers energy bills for indi-
viduals and businesses. Nine states from Maine to Maryland began 
using this approach in 2009 to cut power plant emissions. They’ve 
slashed carbon emissions by 35 percent, added 23,000 jobs, and 
driven down electricity bills by boosting efficiency. With lower 
energy costs, exporters compete better. It’s a virtuous circle.

One Washington group is pitching a weaker plan: tax carbon 
and spend nearly all the money to reduce business and sales taxes.  
Sadly, this leaves only higher fuel prices to cure pollution. That’s 
a recipe for disappointment. Consider transportation, which 
accounts for nearly half of Washington’s carbon emissions. During 

the last decade, statewide gasoline prices 
climbed to over $4 a gallon, and yet peo-
ple kept driving more – right up until the  
recession crushed both fuel prices and 
vehicle miles driven. It turned out that  
paying more for fuel didn’t magically enable  
people to drive less. A real solution requires 
targeted investments to help people increase 
their fuel efficiency and cut pollution.

Meanwhile, the ocean is running out of 
time. Fishing cultures and food supplies 
face rising acidification, hypoxia, salmon-
killing heat, and droughts. To beat carbon 
pollution, voters must choose wisely.  
A good plan puts a fee on emissions, then 
invests the money to build a cleaner,  
stronger economy.  

Brad Warren and Steve Minor are co-founders 
of the Working Group on Seafood and Energy, 
a forum for fisheries leaders to tackle the  
carbon crisis. Warren, former editor and  
publisher of Pacific Fishing magazine, leads 
the Global Ocean Health program at the  
National Fisheries Conservation Center. Minor, 
former director of the North Pacific Crab  
Association, has worked with coastal communi-
ties and the seafood industry in Washington and 
Alaska for more than 20 years.
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YOUR BUSINESS

Anchovy fishing in California is  
relatively small-scale, but a big debate 

is brewing over its impact.
The fishery’s annual catch limit is 

25,000 metric tons, and Diane Pleschner-
Steele, executive director of the California  
Wetfish Producers Association, said that 
annual anchovy landings in California have  
consistently ranged from 10,000 to 12,000 
metric tons.

“That’s nothing compared to the anchovy 
biomass,” she said. “What we’re dealing 
with is a handful of guys who work the 
fishery in between others.”

This year has seen most landings com-
ing into the Monterey Bay area. As of late  
October, landings in Moss Landing totaled 
9,928 metric tons, and 3,962 metric tons 
were landed in Monterey.

Most of the fishing is done in the sum-
mer and fall months, and this year’s catch 
total is expected to fall well within the limit,  
as usual.

Alleged California anchovy ‘collapse’ 
stirs management debate

But anchovy egg and larvae survey 
results are being cited as cause for concern, 
and potential re-evaluation of anchovy 
management is on the radar of the Pacific 
Fishery Management Council (PFMC).

Tighter management sought: The 
PFMC’s mid-November meeting included 
a report on the “general status” of anchovy, 
and briefing materials included a research 
paper titled “Recent Collapse of Northern 
Anchovy Biomass Off California.”

Environmental groups, including Oceana, 
are asking the PFMC to assess the fish-
ery’s abundance – which hasn’t been done  
since the mid-1990s – with an eye on tight-
ening management.

The anchovy fishery is managed under 
the PFMC’s Coastal Pelagic Species Fishery 
Management Plan, which classifies ancho-
vy as a monitored stock – a category for  
fisheries with no pressing stock assessment 
needs.

Oceana is lobbying for anchovy to be 
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moved into the actively managed category, 
which requires frequent stock assessments 
and tight catch limits.

The emerging debate over anchovy  
population focuses on egg and larvae  
surveys and the difference between  
near-shore and offshore abundance.

Pleschner-Steele said the surveys cited in 
the research paper are out-of-date and fail 
to take near-shore data into account. The 
paper is still under review but has sparked 
renewed attention to anchovy management.

“I don’t mind being quoted as saying 
it’s bullshit,” Pleschner-Steele said of the 
paper’s findings and Oceana’s lobbying. 
“They’re impugning the reputation of this 
fishery, and we’re going to have the last 
word on this.”

No rush to judgment: Kerry Griffin, the 
PFMC’s Coastal Pelagic Species staff offi-
cer, said his agency is in an early phase of  
evaluating anchovy management, but “we 

Continued on page 38
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California’s market squid fishing is well-known for its boom-
and-bust cycles and this year, the season is on a downslide.

As of late October, only about 35,000 of the season’s 
118,000-short-ton quota had been landed.

About 90,000 tons had been landed at the same time last year, in 
a season that met its quota by mid-November. California’s one-year 
squid season ends in March.

This year’s spotty, low-volume fishing comes in the wake of a 
series of boom years. After predictions of a strong El Niño event, 
the downturn hasn’t caught fishermen off-guard.

“It’s not unexpected, but that doesn’t make it any easier,” said 
Corbin Hanson, skipper of the F/V Eileen, which works out of the 
Port of Los Angeles.

Hanson said he and other fishermen are switching from squid 
to mackerel and skipjack and yellowfin tuna, but landings lack  
volume across the board.

“No particular fishery has any abundance, and we’re basically 
using any resource we have to subsist,” he said. “It’s pretty skinny 
out there – most guys are struggling.”

Spotty action: Monterey saw a flurry of squid fishing activ-
ity at one point, but Hanson said his trip there was “not very  
productive.” The Channel Islands area has yielded better results, 
but “there hasn’t been any volume by our standards.”

Pete Guglielmo, owner of the Southern Cal Seafood fishing 

California squid hits down  
cycle with El Niño

and processing company, also reported anemic squid fishing  
conditions. Last year, he took advantage of an unusual presence of 
squid in the Eureka area but this year, squid haven’t been found in 
appreciable numbers there or anywhere else.

There were rumors of squid being near Eureka.
“But everywhere we looked, we couldn’t find enough to set up 

the operation like we did last year,” Guglielmo said.
A foray into the waters off Fort Bragg only yielded a couple of 

40-ton deliveries, he continued, motivating migration to Monterey, 
where conditions were somewhat more favorable.

Warming trend: This year’s El Niño has promoted warm water 
conditions that are believed to have driven squid into deeper 
waters, where seining is impractical.

“Squid are like anything else, they travel where their sources of 
food are, which seem to be farther offshore now,” Guglielmo said.

Closer to shore, squid searches have been mostly disappointing.
“There’s been a lot of looking and not much catching,” said 

Diane Pleschner-Steele, of the California Wetfish Producers  
Association. “We’re just eking along – which is normal, because 
anybody who’s been in this fishery for any length of time knows 
that it’s cyclical.”

The lower quantities have driven up the per-ton price for squid, 
which averaged $650 last year but reached $700 per ton as of  
late October. But the downscaled catch is the flipside, and  
Pleschner-Steele said El Niño effects could last into next year.

The squid bust’s impacts are intensified by this year’s closure of 
the sardine season.

“If the sardine fishery doesn’t re-open next year, we’re going to 
have a lot of boats tied to the docks unless the mackerel show up,” 
said Pleschner-Steele.  

– Daniel Mintz

The National Marine Fisheries Service has posted its “Alaska 
Regional Office Strategic Plan 2016-2020.”

The 24-page document is available at tinyurl.com/opplswe.
“This strategic plan is an opportunity to look forward over the 

next five years, take stock of our resources, provide insight into 
our key challenges and evolving mission priorities, and chart the 
course ahead,” Jim Balsiger, Alaska regional administrator, writes 
in an introductory message.

One chapter in the plan addresses “Challenges and  
Opportunities,” including the impact of federal budget belt- 
tightening.

“The budget supporting the Region’s internal operations and the 
number of full-time regional personnel is significantly below 2010 
levels,” the plan says.  

– Wesley Loy

NMFS Alaska 
unveils five-year 
‘strategic plan’
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Editor’s note: The following is a press release from 
Oceana, an ocean conservation group.

Oceana released a new study Oct. 28 that 
reveals mislabeling of America’s favor-

ite fish – salmon.
Oceana collected 82 salmon samples from 

restaurants and grocery stores and found 
that 43 percent were mislabeled. DNA testing 
confirmed that most of the mislabeling (69 
percent) consisted of farmed Atlantic salmon 
being sold as wild-caught product.

“Americans might love salmon, but as 
our study reveals, they may be falling victim 
to a bait and switch,” said Beth Lowell, 
senior campaign director at Oceana. “When  
consumers opt for wild-caught U.S. salmon, 
they don’t expect to get a farmed or low-
er-value product of questionable origins. 
This type of seafood 
fraud can have serious  
ecological and eco-
nomic consequences. 
Not only are consum-
ers getting ripped off, 
but responsible U.S. 
fishermen are being 
cheated when fraudu-
lent products lower the price for their hard- 
won catch.”

Oceana found mislabeled salmon every-
where it tested, including 48 percent of the 
samples in several Virginia cities, 45 percent 
in Washington, D.C., 38 percent in Chicago, 
and 37 percent in New York City.

Salmon samples were considered to be 
mislabeled if, one, they were described as 
being “wild,” “Alaskan,” or “Pacific,” but 
DNA testing revealed them to be farmed 
Atlantic salmon; or two, the samples were 
labeled as a specific type of salmon, like 
“Chinook,” but testing revealed them to  
be different species (in most cases lower- 
value fish).

“While U.S. fishermen catch enough 
salmon to satisfy 80 percent of our  
domestic demand, 70 percent of that catch 
is then exported instead of going directly to 
American grocery stores and restaurants,” 
said Kimberly Warner, report author and 
senior scientist at Oceana. “It’s anyone’s 
guess how much of our wild domestic  
salmon makes its way back to the U.S. after 
being processed abroad. Without traceability, 

New study reveals 
farmed salmon often 
sold as wild

it is nearly impossible to follow the fish 
from the farm or fishing boat to the din-
ner plate. What we end up eating is 
mostly cheaper, imported farmed salmon,  
sometimes masquerading as U.S. wild-
caught fish.”

Oceana’s salmon samples were col-
lected during the winter of 2013-14, when 
wild salmon were out of season. This  
mislabeling rate (43 percent) differed 
greatly from Oceana’s nationwide survey 
in 2013, which found low rates (7 percent) 
of mislabeled salmon collected primarily 
in grocery stores at the peak of the 2012 
commercial salmon fishing season, when 
wild salmon was plentiful in the market.

When looking at all of Oceana’s 
salmon data combined (466 samples in  

total), we are able to  
make the following 
conclusions:

• Diners were five 
times more likely to 
be misled in restau-
rants than grocery 
stores (38 percent vs. 
7 percent).

• Consumers are less likely to be mis-
led in large grocery store chains that are 
required to give additional information 
about seafood.

• Salmon purchased out of season from 
all retail types was three times more likely 
to be mislabeled than salmon purchased 
during the commercial fishing season (23 
percent vs. 8 percent, respectively).

Last year, the White House established 
the Presidential Task Force on Combat-
ing Illegal, Unreported, and Unregulated 
(IUU) Fishing and Seafood Fraud. Oceana 
is now calling on the Obama administra-
tion to follow through on its commitment 
to tackle these important issues.

“The federal government should pro-
vide consumers with assurances that the 
seafood they purchase is safe, legally 
caught, and honestly labeled,” Lowell 
said. “Traceability needs to be required for 
all seafood to ensure important informa-
tion about which species it is, whether it 
was farmed or wild-caught, and how and 
where it was caught follows all seafood 
from boat (or farm) to plate.”  

‘Not only are consumers getting 
ripped off, but responsible U.S. 
fishermen are being cheated when 
fraudulent products lower the price 
for their hard-won catch.’
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Even after enduring bad weather and tangled gear, a fisherman 
may find tense moments when selling his catch at the dock.

The conflicting needs of fishermen and fish buyers some-
times present harvesters with prices that barely make their efforts  
pencil out. Such an experience can lead a fisherman to suspect that 
his hard-won catch is being purposely undervalued and he is not 
being treated fairly.

Seafood Producers Cooperative (SPC) operates a processing plant 
in Sitka, Alaska, and has its sales office in Bellingham, Washington.

SPC is different from other processors because it is wholly owned 
by its fishermen members.

Processing by WILL SWAGEL 

Cooperative spirit
A quality-minded processing company in Sitka, 

Alaska, operates with fishermen as the boss
Fishermen are paid a portion when they unload their fish and then 

are paid a “percentage over dock” when the fish sells and expenses 
have been deducted.

Some years the price SPC pays on some species may actually 
be lower than what the fishermen could have gotten at another  
company. But a diversified fisherman who sells to SPC will come out 
ahead in the long run, said several SPC members.

Common agricultural model
“People are familiar with brands like Tillamook (dairy) and Tree 

Top (apples) – that’s our business model,” said Tom McLaughlin, 
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Sure PFDs get in 

the way. In the way of

 YOU DROWNING.
-Angus Iversen

Mention of any company or product does not constitute endorsement by the National Institute for Occupational Safety and Health (NIOSH).

When fi shing the shallows or crossing the bar, a boat can 
capsize faster than you can put on a life jacket. So make a 
habit of wearing one. Today’s PFDs are comfortable, easy to 
work in and will extend survival time in the water. Choose 
the PFD for you at livetobesalty.org. Wear it. And live.

habit of wearing one. Today’s PFDs are comfortable, easy to 

 A member of the Seafood Producers Cooperative since 
1980, Don Nash, right, and son Aaron deliver salmon to the 
Sitka plant Oct. 15 on the F/V Shinaku. James Poulson photos

The F/V Shinaku at the Seafood Producers Cooperative unloading 
king salmon.

SPC’s chief executive. “Each of our members has a capital  
investment in the business. In fact, they are the stockholders. Right 
now we have about 600 owner/members.”

McLaughlin said – using a $1 per pound example – an SPC  
member unloading fish would receive 70 cents as an advance against 
the dock price. The member would receive a second advance in  
January or February for what the catch is then estimated to bring.

“And if the product ends up selling for $1.50 per pound, they get 
the difference – less expenses,” McLaughlin said. “The benefits of 
membership begin with showers and unloading services – but the 
real benefit is that the members get the profits 
from the marketing of what they produce.”

“If they had delivered to another company, 
they would get a buck,” McLaughlin said.

Most of those members live and/or fish in 
Southeast Alaska, although SPC members also 
fish for albacore off Washington and Oregon and 
for king salmon off Northern California.

SPC’s 80,000-square-foot plant in Sitka  
processes mostly hook-and-line caught fish: 
all five species of salmon, halibut, black cod,  
rockfish, ling cod, and Pacific cod. The plant has 
about 50 year-round employees, which swells to 
135 or more during peak times.

There are more than a dozen ports from  
California to King Cove where SPC members can 
have their catch processed, frozen, and shipped 
under agreements with the cooperative. In  
addition, SPC also runs four fish-buying  
tenders that provide services to members on the 
Southeast Alaska fishing grounds.

Today, SPC’s member owners produce $44  
million in fish annually. SPC bills itself as the 
oldest, largest, and most successful fishermen’s 
cooperative in the United States.

Vitamin A for effort
It was to gain more control and stabilize prices 

that, in 1944, led a bunch of fishermen to form 
Halibut Liver Oil Producers Cooperative – a 
partnership of vessel owners’ groups and the 
Lyle Branchflower Co.

Branchflower had built a firm whose most 
lucrative product was halibut livers, to sup-
ply vitamin A. Because of its importance in 
guarding against night blindness, vitamin A 
supplements were given to American avia-
tors during World War II. Halibut livers were 
believed to be 10 times more potent than cod  
livers. With the advent of synthetic vitamins after 
the war, the new cooperative shifted its focus to 
just selling food.

Doing business as Halibut Producers  
Co-operative in the 1950s, the co-op bought and 
operated a processing plant in Seward. That is, 
until the largest earthquake ever recorded in 

Continued on page 12
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YOUR BUSINESS
North America struck on Good Friday, 1964,  
and the co-op’s plant slid into Resurrection  
Bay,along with the rest of the Seward  
waterfront.

It took 15 years for the co-op to get back 
into a plant, the Sitka plant the co-op oper-
ates today. The SPC plant is one of two major 
processing plants along the downtown  
Sitka waterfront.

Lifelong troller Alan Andersen (F/V Sea 
Haven) was a member of the co-op’s board 
in the late 1970s, when they started talk-
ing about building the Sitka plant from 
scratch. Andersen still sits on the SPC 
board 30 years later. His late father, Toivo, 
had been an active co-op member since  
the early 1950s. Today, Alan Andersen’s son 
is also a co-op member.

“We’re definitely a co-op family,” he said.
“We had always paid a handling fee  

to the plants that handled our fish. But  
the other plants started upping their rates 
several times,” Andersen said of the tough 
choice that had to be made. “The choice  
was to go under, or build a plant.”

Before the co-op, in the 1930s to ’50s, there was a lot of price  
collusion among the buyers, he continued. “That’s pretty hard to 
do when the co-op is there, because we are not playing the game.”

Sitka troller/longliner Charlie Wilber (F/V Alexa K) has sat on 
the SPC board for about 15 years. He said the co-op has helped him 
succeed in his business.

“The co-op over the years made me quite a bit of money that I 
would not have made had I sold my fish otherwise,” Wilber said. 
“I thought of (serving on the board) as a way to pay back the efforts 
made by earlier members.”

To get top prices, SPC fishermen pay a lot of attention to main-
taining quality. When some California fishermen asked to join SPC,  
one of the first items of business was to school the Californians 
(including the processing crew) on SPC standards.

Wilber said those fishermen’s catch immediately gained $1 per 
pound in value.

Fish politics, product marketing
Carter Hughes (F/V Astrolabe) is an example of a newer genera-

tion of SPC board members. He has been a member of SPC since 
1996 and sat on the Alaska Trollers Association board for 15 years. 
He’s not from an SPC family but started his career as a deckhand on 
two boats whose skippers were SPC members. He fished from the 
tiny Southeast town of Pelican, where the local cold storage had an 
agreement with SPC.

Hughes paid his $15,000 buy-in to SPC in $2,000 chunks over 
7½ years. He knew membership was a good decision. Hughes was 
helped by some other SPC benefits – such as participation in lower- 
cost insurance options on hull and machinery policies.

One of SPC’s attractions, Hughes said, is the co-op’s  
willingness to represent its members’ interests at fish  
council meetings.

“SPC is the most generous and openly supportive pro-
cessor in Southeast Alaska when it comes to backing its 
fleet on political and regulatory issues,” Hughes said. On 
such issues as opposing excessive halibut bycatch in the 
trawl fisheries, “SPC is not afraid to defend their members’  
interests.” he said.

CEO McLaughlin said SPC is now putting more effort 
into direct marketing. SPC’s Alaska Gold brand offers a 
variety of hook-and-line seafood products online at alaska-
goldbrand.com. They are marketing pre-portioned salmon, 
halibut, and black cod to foodservice companies. They also 
offer a line of high-quality canned albacore tuna.

SPC is mainly a salmon company, but many  
members also participate in the longline fisheries.

“Everybody benefits from all poundage coming in 
because it helps to pay for overhead,” McLaughlin said. 
“The longliners benefit from the high salmon volumes (and 
vice versa). There really is a synergistic effect in the co-op. 
Volume helps all owners.”    

Will Swagel is a freelance writer in Sitka.

Workers process black cod Oct. 15 at the Seafood Producers Cooperative in Sitka.

Tom McLaughlin, Seafood Producers Cooperative president and chief executive, 
with a freshly caught king salmon Oct. 1 at the SPC plant in Sitka.

Processing
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WELCOME ABOARD

Killer combo
New vessel from Fred Wahl provides ‘a great platform 

to do just about anything,’ its Alaska owner says

by DANIEL MINTZ F/V Oracle
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4816 15th Ave. NW, Seattle, WA 98107

Integrated Marine SystemsIMS

Manufacturers of Refrigeration

Quality Boats Deserve Quality Refrigeration.

Congratulations to
Fred Wahl Marine 
and Its 
Customers.

From left, Buck Laukitis, his daughter, Claire, her husband, Pete Neaton, and 
Buck’s wife, Shelly. 

 The newly built, 58-foot combination boat Oracle will work multiple  
Alaska fisheries. Photos courtesy of Fred Wahl Marine and  
Buck Laukitis

The F/V Oracle took about two years to build. But its owner 
– Homer, Alaska, resident Buck Laukitis – planned the  
vessel over a period of 10 years.

“You don’t just decide one day, ‘I’m going to build a boat’ – you 
pencil it out,” he said, adding that he talked with boat builders and 
shipyard managers in multiple states before he recruited Fred Wahl 
Marine Construction of Reedsport, Oregon, for “the biggest project 
I’ve ever done.”

He said the company’s “attention to 
detail and experience made my life a lot 
easier as a first-time boat builder.”

Completed this past June, the new 
58-foot combination vessel is primed for 
working the Bering Sea. Its 28.5-foot width 
improves stability, and compared to more 
conventional 26-foot wide vessels, it moves 
through the water faster while enabling a 
variety of fishing setups.

“It gives you a great platform to do just 
about anything,” Laukitis said, from black 
cod pot fishing to pollock trawling.

“When you’re doing an ice trip with 
35,000 pounds of halibut, can the boat do 
that and go through the water nice – yes, 
it can,” he said. “Can you go through the 
water nice with 50 pots on board – yes, you 
can. Can you go trawling for pollock with 
250,000 pounds on board and a bag at the 
back – yes, you can.”

In another league: One of the boat’s 
most appealing features to Laukitis is its 
redundant medium-size chillers from  
Integrated Marine Systems. The two units 
each have a capacity of 30 tons, and the 
dual setup allows flexible placement on the 
boat, backup capability, and extra storage 
when needed.

The decision on which main to use was 
“an easy one,” Laukitis said. He grew up 
in Peoria, Illinois, where Caterpillar is  
headquartered. His father, Mike, owned 
an aluminum foundry that produced  
Caterpillar engine parts.

That, plus the widespread availability 
of servicing, motivated the installation of a 
600-horsepower Cat C18 Tier 2 main on the 
Oracle.

Laukitis also owns the 58-foot-long, 
20-foot-wide F/V Stanley K, a steel boat 

Continued on page 16
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The steel-hulled F/V Oracle was built over a two-year period at the Fred Wahl yard in Reedsport, Ore.

built in the mid-1980s. It will continue to be useful for seining, but 
the Oracle advances Laukitis’ career to a new level.

“My new boat versus the old boat is night and day,” he said. 
“From the fish holds to the engine room, it’s in another league  
of equipment.”

Super 8 versatility: When Laukitis embarked on building a new 
boat, he aimed to keep all fishing options open.

The vessel’s dimensions allow him to work within three miles of 

shore, as a 58-foot length limit applies to the Alaska state cod and 
salmon fisheries.

Though there’s been controversy over the fairly recent introduc-
tion of these wide, so-called Super 8 boats in the Alaska state cod 
fishery, Laukitis views the Oracle’s size as being relative, as the  
vessel will also work in federally managed waters.

“It’s a big 58-footer, but it’s still one of the smallest boats in the 
Bering Sea,” he said.

The extra width that adds hold capacity also provides stability 
enhancement.

“I want my crew members to be safe,” said Laukitis. “We’re  
fishing in the Bering Sea.”

In the winter months, the Oracle will work the Bering Sea’s  
federal cod fishery and then switch to the early spring cod season 
in state waters. The vessel is also set up for tendering, as it did this 
past summer in Prince William Sound.

Interviewed in late October, Laukitis said the Oracle was on  
its second or third halibut trip and was about to launch into  

The F/V Oracle wheelhouse.

WELCOME ABOARD F/V Oracle
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pot cod fishing.
“The boat will stay busy 11 months out of the year, and we’ll 

have a little bit of shipyard time,” he said.
From Illinois to Alaska: Laukitis, 52, works out of Ikatan Bay 

(False Pass) and has kept a homestead on Unimak Island for 20 
years. Perhaps his attraction to Alaska was forged in his father’s 
foundry, where he worked during Illinois’ hot, humid summers.

“It’s no wonder a kid from there would want to go to Alaska,” 
he said.

His way there wasn’t direct. He went to Colorado College, where 
he majored in philosophy and played hockey.

“I got my degree and basically came to Alaska,” Laukitis said. “I 
never left and I never want to leave.”

Upon leaving the Lower 48, his first stop was in Seward, where 
he walked the docks and got his first fishing job as a deckhand 30 
years ago. It wasn’t a good experience.

“It was a crappy boat and I didn’t know what I was doing,” 
he said. “But I got some training, got on some better boats, and 

learned from some good skippers.”
Much of his career was spent fishing on the F/V Lucky Dove, a 

42-foot aluminum boat that he sold to help pay for the Oracle.
One of the key things he’s learned is that a good boat isn’t as 

good without the right people working on it and vice versa.
“If you put a good piece of equipment together with good  

people, you’ve got a formula for success,” he said.

The F/V Oracle’s well-appointed galley.

Continued on page 18

MODUTECH MARINE, INC.
New Construction to 100’

• Commercial • Work • Charter Boats

32’ Bristol Bay Gillnetters now available in Aluminum or Fiberglass

58’ Seiners now available in 
fiberglass, aluminum and steel
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Skipper: Buck Laukitis

Vessel type: Combination

Length: 58 feet

Beam: 28.5 feet

Hull type: Steel

Engine: 600-horsepower Caterpillar C18

Year built: 2015

Value: $3.5 million

Builder: Fred Wahl Marine Construction

Homeport: Ikatan, Alaska

F/V Oracle at a glance

Family matters: In Laukitis’ case, the 
right people are in his family.

His daughter Emma drives a skiff for 
seining on the F/V Stanley K. His daughter 
Claire and her husband, Pete Neaton, ran 
the Oracle for tendering last summer.

Emma is a graduate student in design 
school and will pursue another career, but 

The F/V Oracle, photographed from the Fred Wahl Marine dock on the 
Umpqua River in Reedsport, Ore.

Laukitis expects Claire and Pete to be his 
family’s second generation of fishermen.

“(Pete) was on his way to med school, but 
it looks like he’ll be a fisherman,” he said.

Laukitis’ team is rounded out by Rob-
ert Hanson, a longtime fishing associate  
who will run the Oracle for halibut and  
cod fishing.

In building the Oracle, Laukitis looked 
beyond the horizon of his own career.

“If Claire and Pete want to continue to 
be involved, then hopefully there will be 
a good future for multiple generations,”  
he said.

Passion for fishing inspired Emma and 
Claire to establish the Homer-based Salmon 
Sisters business, which produces clothing 
for “an adventurous and ocean-inspired 
lifestyle.” Seeing young people getting 
involved in and enthused by fishing is 
exciting for Laukitis, who will be speaking 
at the upcoming Alaska Young Fishermen’s 
Summit in Juneau.

That’s only one part of his involvement in 
the fishing community.

Community spirit: Laukitis’ name is a 
particularly familiar one to fishermen and 
to the readers of Alaska’s daily newspapers, 
as he’s been at the forefront of commentary 
and lobbying on fishing issues. He served 
as president of the North Pacific Fisheries 
Association from 2002 to 2014, was a board 
member of United Fishermen of Alaska, is  
a current board member of Seafood  
Harvesters of America, and is a trustee of 
the philanthropic Homer Foundation.

The future of Alaska’s fishing industry – 

particularly its halibut fishery – is of intense 
concern to him.

“If you ask, ‘What keeps Buck up at 
night,’ it’s the question of whether or not 
we’ll continue to have a halibut fishery,”  
he said.

The insomnia is due to quota reduc-
tions in the directed fishery, which Laukitis 
said gets “the leftovers” of a large bycatch  
allowance for factory trawlers and long- 
liners. He said his career has roots in  
a halibut fishery that’s been radically  
transformed.

“When I look back at my best years of 
fishing and being able to build a boat like 
this, it all came from halibut, and there just 
aren’t any good prospects now,” he said.

Explaining his leadership in fisheries 
advocacy, Laukitis said that “some issues 
just become so important that you’ve got 
to work on them.” He believes knowing 
about management trends and responding 
to them is essential.

“It’s important to see what’s coming and 
what’s about to hit you,” he said. “Like 
with halibut – if somebody else is eating 
your lunch, you’ve got to get involved.”

Laukitis views advocacy as an aspect of 
Alaska’s fishing history – and its future.

“I think about all the people who came 
before me, who made fisheries sustainable,” 
he said. “When fishermen, good manage-
ment, and Mother Nature cooperate, you’ve 
got something that will carry on. And in 
building a new boat, it’s not all about me, or 
what will happen this year, it’s what we’re 
going to have in 10 years, or in 30 years.”  

WELCOME ABOARD F/V Oracle
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SCIENCE

On a clear day this past spring, fire  
sizzled on water at Alaska’s Poker  

Flat Research Range in the Chatanika  
River valley.

There, scientists were spilling crude oil 
in a manmade water basin and torching it 
from above. A series of similar test burns 
were part of a team effort between univer-
sity scientists and researchers with the oil 
and gas industry.

On that April day, an orange flame hissed 
on the surface of a body of water 300 feet 
square and 6 inches deep. Black smoke rose 
and drifted with the wind.

After a few minutes, the smoke faded 
from black to white to invisible. The fire 
burned itself out. An air horn sounded.

“That’s a long victory salute,” said Bill 
Schnabel, an engineer and interim director 
of the Institute of Northern Engineering at 
the University of Alaska Fairbanks. He was 
the main Alaska scientist on five test burns 
of oil at Poker Flat.

Jessica Garron of the Alaska Satellite 
Facility invited me out to watch.

Exxon spill: I once mucked around in 
a real oil spill. I worked on the beaches 
of Prince William Sound as an “oil recov-
ery technician” after the Exxon Valdez hit 

Continued on page 20

Researchers in April 2015 watch an experimental burn of crude oil in a man-
made water basin at Alaska’s Poker Flat Research Range. Ned Rozell photo

An estimated 90 percent of the crude oil spilled deliberately into a manmade 
water basin burned off during the experiment. Len Zabilansky photo

North Slope crude oil, burning on water
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Bligh Reef in 1989. There, we scrubbed rocks with diaper-like pads 
and blasted rocks with streams of cold water from hoses, trying to 
direct floating oil to skimmer boats. We gathered some, but most of 
it soaked into the beaches.

In the Poker Flat experimental burn, most of 50 gallons of 
Alaska North Slope crude vaporized in the fire. Peeking over 
the edge of the basin, I could see no more black on the water. 
All that remained was a patch of whitish, waxy residue the size 
of a dinner table. Oil spill professionals here for the test dipped 
sample bottles to gather some of the white stuff. They handed 
them to a graduate student doing her doctorate research on  
the burns.

Backing up a bit, here was the experiment from start to finish: 
Into the water, two professional oil spill workers dumped 10 five-
gallon buckets of crude oil obtained from a trans-Alaska pipeline 
tap in North Pole. They spilled the oil into a metal ring about 15 feet 
in diameter. The ring contained the oil until one of them pulled a 
cable that lowered it into the water. As the ring submerged, the oil 
crept across the surface.

Other workers filled tanks on a helicopter with a liquid known as 
herding agent. Navy researchers in the 1970s developed the liquid 
to change the surface tension of the water. Floating oil often spreads 
too thin to overcome the heat-stealing capacity of water.

The helicopter pilot hovered over the basin and sprinkled 
herder from what looked like a showerhead attached to a  
long hose. The liquid forced the oil to clump together.

Helitorch: With the oil sticking together in the basin, the  
helicopter landed. Men in hard hats installed a torch used in  

North Slope crude oil continued

A Dolly Varden consuming eggs during sockeye spawning in Chinkelyes 
Creek, Alaska. Morgan Bond photo

Even fish look forward to retirement.
After making an exhausting migration from river to ocean and 

back to river – often multiple years in a row – one species of Alaska 
trout decides to call it quits and retire from migrating once they are 
big enough to survive off their fat reserves.

This is the first time such a “retirement” pattern has been seen 
in fish that make this river-to-ocean migration, according to  
University of Washington-led research published in July in the 
journal Ecology.

Dolly Varden, a common and abundant trout in Southwest 
Alaska’s rivers, live mainly in freshwater streams but travel to the 
ocean in the summer months to feed and grow. This migration  
pattern, called anadromy, is seen in salmon and steelhead as well 
as some cutthroat and bull trout.

For the Dolly Varden, going to the ocean is risky yet necessary 
business. The sea offers a banquet feast when compared with 
poor food sources in their home streams, but the ocean is also a  
dangerous place with many predators.

The study shows that Dolly Varden, once they reach about 12 
inches in length, can retire permanently from going to sea. They 
rely on digestive organs that can massively expand and contract 
and a unique relationship with sockeye salmon.

“As far as we know, no one has ever seen  a population of  
large-bodied fish come back to freshwater and just park there 
for the rest of their lives,” said lead author Morgan Bond, a  
postdoctoral researcher at the National Oceanic and Atmospheric 

SCIENCE

Alaska trout choose early retirement 
over risky ocean-going career

Continued on page 38

Administration who completed this work as a UW doctoral  
student.

Feasting on sockeye eggs: Dolly Varden trout, perhaps the  
lesser-known cousin of Alaska’s famous sockeye salmon, are 
abundant in the relatively untouched Alec and Chignik rivers of 
the Alaska Peninsula. Every summer, sockeye also spawn by the  
hundreds of thousands here, and an excess of salmon eggs is left 
floating in the rivers or collecting in clusters along the bank.

These eggs become a short-lived nutritious meal for other  
species, namely Dolly Varden trout.

Dolly Varden binge on the eggs for about a month, doubling or 
quadrupling the size of their stomach and intestines to accommo-
date the feast. Then, once the salmon spawning ends, Dolly Varden 
shrink their guts and survive for the next year off their reserves in 
cool water because there is little else to eat in the rivers.

Small Dolly Varden will migrate out to the ocean in early  
summer to eat even more, trying to get big enough to stay in the 

firefighting to a set of cables dangling from the helicopter. The  
helitorch, which looks like something an Alaskan made in his 
garage, is a 55-gallon drum containing gelled fuel and a propane 
burner to ignite it.

Slinging the torch over the pond, the helicopter pilot hovered 
over the concentrated crude. He then dribbled a stream of flame 
onto the water. Bull’s-eye. The oil on the surface ignited. The  
people there, many of them working for what’s called the Arctic 
Oil Spill Response Technology Joint Industry Program, seemed to 
be happy with the result.

Burning oil at the site of an ocean spill is not a new idea. Officials 
executed it at the Deepwater Horizon spill of 2010. For varying 
reasons, that burn removed very little of the spilled oil. And even 
though the Poker Flat experiment was efficient (one expert on scene  
estimated that more than 90 percent of the 50 gallons was burned), 
no one there thought burning was the perfect answer.

Ian Buist, of SL Ross Environmental Research of Ottawa, an 
expert on oil spill behavior and how to deal with it, said at Poker 
Flat that burning is not often feasible, especially if the response is 
not quick and oil has spread too far.

In Alaska, researchers envision stationing unmanned aerial  
vehicles in likely spill areas to perform the tasks the helicopter  
executed at Poker Flat.

Schnabel said the Poker Flat experiments helped answer one 
major question:

“Can we mobilize from the air and hit it from above? This way 
we don’t have to wait for a ship to get there.”  

Ned Rozell is a science writer for the University of Alaska Fairbanks 
Geophysical Institute.
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DECK TECH by LANGE SOLBERG

LE3D? Another marine LED lighting breakthrough
Just when we thought it couldn’t get any better in the world of 

LED light innovation for the commercial marine marketplace, it 
just did.

Nick Irwin and his team at Vision X lighting in Auburn,  
Washington, have excelled at bringing LED lighting solutions 
to crabbers, gillnetters, trawlers, and seiners alike through their 
array of forward-facing, deck, engine room, and other marine util-
ity lighting solutions. And now that fishermen are finally getting 
versed in “talking LED,” Vision X has again given us reason to take 
a step back and make way for another perspective: the Cube LED.

On a basic level, I think most of the marketplace has familiarized 
itself with what typical LED can do on board a vessel.

But, just in case, here’s a quick refresher: We’ve seen LED  
products both take the place of and operate in harmony with the 
tried-and-true metal halide, halogen, and high-pressure sodium 
units. The power output of each individual diode in a unit rang-
es from 3 to 10 watts the majority of the time across most manu-
facturers, and the aggregate light footprint of a product largely 
depends on the number of diodes physically in the light, their col-
lective wattage, and the optics built in to manipulate or diffuse the  
light output.

We have seen these manipulations with Vision X’s light bars, for 
example: On a bar with 12 LEDs, the middle six diodes are manip-
ulated to project narrow and far while the outboard three on each 
side project a wide beam angle. How? The mirror configuration 
– used in conjunction with the diode – is tailored to provide us 
with custom “optics” that we otherwise wouldn’t realize by simply 
using a naked diode.

Other manufacturers accomplish the same thing by physically 
bending the light bar housing so that LEDs will actually point 
in a wider beam angle pattern than they would on an otherwise 
straight bar.

Omnidirectional: What’s different with Vision X’s new Cube 
LED? Whereas a standard LED diode’s unmanipulated beam  
pattern width maxes out at around 120 degrees, the Cubes –  
without any additional diffusing – boast an omnidirectional  
pattern that covers 180 degrees of spread, sans manipulation or 
special optics.

What does this mean? We’re dang near achieving diode  
technology that casts a footprint, by default, similar to a conven-
tional high-pressure sodium unit. Vision X has integrated this 
technology into two of its products so far – the PitMaster, which is 
used in back deck and forward-facing light applications, and the  
Shockwave, which can be found in engine rooms and other 
machinery or companionway spaces.

Beyond light footprint, what else is so great about this new  
technology?

Quite a bit, it turns out. Conventional Vision X LED diodes 
were pumping out between 65 and 95 lumens per watt in the test  
chamber. The Cube diodes now are capable of 117 lumens per watt. 
Vison X’s PitMaster was originally capable of 11,000 lumens at 150 
watts; now, interfaced with Cubes, it boasts 17,000 lumens.

This means that for the end user, an out-of-the-box system will 
carry the same efficiency for around 60 percent of the cost of the 
same system using conventional LEDs.

To bring it even closer to home, a $1,200 LED unit that replaces a 
back deck halogen or metal halide will now run you around $850 
with 50 percent more light output.

And don’t forget – when shopping for LED lights, be sure you 
can determine actual tested light output results versus arbitrarily 

marketed numbers. Vision X offers certified 
isolux testing on all of its products.

Availability: At this point, Vision X has 
both the PitMaster and Shockwave available 
for purchase and integration on board your  
vessel. Both are currently available in 90-270 
volts AC with external power converters available in scenari-
os where only DC service is available. But watch for DC units 
to be available sometime in the first quarter of 2016. Further-
more, according to Irwin, the company is hoping to offer a fully  
integrated AC unit with no external power supply or maintainable 
parts necessary.

And don’t forget – Vision X offers complete 3D rendering  
services to determine light footprint and product placement with 
the submittal of vessel blueprints or photos.

At the end of the day, Cube LEDs are poised to once again  
revolutionize the world of marine work lighting. Nick Irwin and 
Vision X have continued to prove themselves as pioneers in a field 
that has already been modernizing the way we think about light 
on our commercial fishing boats. Many vessel owners have suc-
cessfully integrated LED technology for virtually every application 
on board. And now, as we witness a new chapter unfolding within  
the exciting world of LED innovation, Cube LEDs will sure-
ly exceed our expectations once again – both on board and in  
our pocketbooks.

Lange Solberg works in commercial sales at LFS Marine Supplies in  
Bellingham and is a third-generation Bristol Bay skipper. He has also 
seined in Southeast Alaska and gillnetted in Puget Sound.
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FISH FACTOR by LAINE WELCH

Alaska extends its long record as a U.S. seafood titan
Mighty Alaska: Alaska claimed the top three fishing ports for 

landings again last year, and led all U.S. states in terms of seafood 
landings and values.

That’s according to “Fisheries of the United States 2014,” the  
latest annual report from the National Marine Fisheries Service. 
The agency released the report on Oct. 29.

“The Alaska port of Dutch Harbor continued to lead the nation 
with the highest amount of seafood landings – 761.8 million 
pounds, 87 percent of which was walleye pollock,” said Richard 
Merrick, of NMFS, in announcing the national rankings.

It’s the 18th year in a row that Dutch Harbor has claimed the top 
spot for fish landings.

Kodiak ranked second and the Aleutian Islands was number 
three, thanks to Trident’s plant at Akutan, the nation’s largest  
seafood processing facility.

In all, 13 Alaska communities made the top 50 list for landings: 
the Alaska Peninsula (8), Naknek (10), Sitka (14), Ketchikan (15), 
Cordova (16), Petersburg (20), Bristol Bay (23), Seward (27), Kenai 
(34), and Juneau (45).

In terms of the value of all that seafood, Dutch Harbor was  
second at $191 million, coming in behind New Bedford, Massa-
chusetts, for the 15th consecutive year. The relatively small 140- 
million-pound catch at that New England port was worth nearly 
$330 million at the docks, due to the pricey Atlantic scallop fishery.

Other highlights from the report:
• Alaska led all states in total seafood landings of 5.7 billion 

pounds, and total value at $1.7 billion.
• Alaska accounted for nearly 95 percent of all salmon landings, 

with West Coast states making up the rest.
• The Pacific halibut fishery accounted for all but 101,000 

pounds of the 23.2 million pounds of U.S. halibut landings last year.  
Average price to fishermen in 2014 was $4.94 a pound, compared to 
$3.89 the previous year.

• Alaska has 150 processing plants employing nearly  
11,000 people.

• The average ex-vessel price paid to U.S. fishermen was 57 
cents per pound last year compared to 55 cents in 2013.

• Nearly half of the world’s seafood consumption comes from 
aquaculture; the United States ranks 14th in production.

• Americans ate 14.6 pounds of fish and shellfish last year, pretty 
much unchanged from the past several years.

See the report at tinyurl.com/nf57sm5.
      

Trawlers look to pots: One of the tools being talked about to 
help trawlers reduce salmon and halibut bycatch is the opportunity 
to voluntarily convert to pot gear to catch Pacific cod.

It’s an option being discussed by the North Pacific Fishery  
Management Council as it crafts a trawl bycatch reduction plan for 
the Gulf of Alaska.

“What the council is trying to do is give the fleet tools to fish in 
a way that is going to get less bycatch, and thus keep the fisher-
ies open longer, because the amount of bycatch that is taken can  

constrain a fishery,” said Sam Cunningham, 
a council economist. “If you’re not in a race 
for fish, one strategy would be to use pot gear 
instead of trawl gear.”

Currently, if the Gulf trawl fleet takes 7,500 
Chinook salmon, or 3.8 million pounds of halibut, fisheries for cod, 
flounders, and other groundfish are shut down.

A focus now, Cunningham said, is on crafting protections and 
catch accounting methods to make sure trawl converts would not 
infringe on the catches designated to other gears.

“The trawl, hook and line, pot, and jig sectors all have specific 
P-cod allocations,” he said, “and we want to maintain that.”

There are about 20 trawl catcher-processors and 70 catcher  
vessels operating in the Gulf of Alaska, homeported mostly at 
Kodiak, Sand Point, and King Cove.

      
GPS concerns: Mariners had until Nov. 16 to comment on plans 

to pull the plug on a GPS signal still counted on by many tugs, 
barges, ferries, and fishing boats.

Claiming declining usage, the federal government intends to 
shut down 62 Differential Global Positioning System (DGPS) sites 
across the country on Jan. 15, 2016, leaving 22 sites available to 
users in coastal areas. Alaska currently has 15 DGPS sites; six are 
scheduled to close.

The DGPS was brought online in 1999 to supplement  
satellite-based GPS by providing better accuracy using land-based 
reference stations to transmit correction messages over radio  
beacon frequencies.

“What we’ve discovered is that the technology for GPS satellites 
and receivers has increased so much, the need to have so many  
signals really isn’t there anymore,” said Petty Officer John  
Gallagher, who serves aboard the Kodiak-based U.S. Coast Guard 
cutter Spar. “A Federal Aviation Administration study in 2014 
showed that GPS without the differential antenna signal achieved 
accuracy of position of less than one meter, in most cases.”

Lt. Cmdr. Doug Jannusch, captain of the Spar, agreed.
“We’re out there in the Aleutians with our ship positioning 

buoys to very high accuracy and not using differential antennas,” 
he said. “If it’s good enough for us, it’s also sufficient for people to 
safely navigate waterways.”

Others argue that’s fine for open seas, but operating in harbors, 
fjords, and other tight spots prevents the line of sight. Nearly all  
of the 36 comments posted so far on the Department of  
Transportation website expressed concerns about decommission-
ing the DGPS.

      
Crab shares clarification: The new “active participant” rules 

for owning catch shares of Bering Sea crab applies to crew/skip-
pers only and does not affect vessel shares, as I implied last month.

Laine Welch writes the Fish Factor newspaper column and produces  
Alaska Fish Radio out of Kodiak.
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DUTCH HARBOR REPORT by JIM PAULIN

Cod allocation could revive Adak processing plant
Economic development: Despite factory trawler opposition, 

Adak has won a guaranteed minimum amount of Pacific cod  
each year.

Located some 350 miles west of Dutch Harbor, Adak is a  
former Cold War military outpost struggling to remake itself as a 
civilian town.

The 5,000 metric tons of cod could help the local fish-processing 
plant reopen.

The North Pacific Fishery Management Council approved the 
allocation at its October meeting in Anchorage.

“It provides a level of certainty,” said Adak City Manager  
Layton Lockett.

The plant needs federally regulated fish in addition to  
state-waters cod to survive, he said.

While the council action doesn’t specify exclusive rights for 
Adak, it does impose fishing and delivery requirements for  
cod west of 170 degrees longitude, where the only shore plant is 
at Adak.

“The city must have a sustainable shore-based processing  
facility in order to remain viable,” Lockett said in a Sept. 28 letter 
to the council. “Our community relies on ‘fish and fuel’ to generate 
economic activity, and the truth is one does not also exist without 
the other.”

Seattle-based Icicle Seafoods previously operated the Adak plant 
but exited in April 2013, citing “regulatory uncertainty,” among 
other factors.

The city bought the processing equipment at auction to keep it 
on the island.

There was no cod processed in Adak this year. Adak Cod  
Cooperative last operated the plant during the 2014 cod season.

The cooperative has since shut down and sold the processing 
equipment to another company, Premier Harvest, Lockett said.

It is not certain that the new company will process cod next year, 
he cautioned.

Dave Fraser, of the Adak Community Development Corp., said 
5,000 tons is “the minimum amount Adak needs from the federal 
fishery for a processor to be viable.”

Groundfish Forum, a lobbying group for factory bottom  
trawlers, condemned Adak’s request.

 “The proposed action would disadvantage catcher-processor 
and mothership operations that have historically fished for cod 
in the Aleutian Islands,” Chris Woodley, the group’s executive  
director, said in a Sept. 29 letter to the council. “The proposed 
action is clearly intended to provide an economic benefit to the  
processing facility at Adak, and if it is developed, a processing 
facility at Atka.”

Matthew G. Upton, an attorney for trawl company U.S.  
Seafoods, likewise opposed the Adak allocation.

“The council should shelve this unauthorized and unnecessary 
action,” Upton wrote.

      
Hovercraft for sale: The Aleutian East Borough’s hovercraft is 

still for sale, two years after it stopped running between the village 
of Akutan and the new airport on nearby Akun Island.

The borough thought it had a buyer after it dropped the  
price from $6 million to $4.5 million, said Rick Gifford,  
borough manager.

Cruz Marine planned to buy the Suna-X hovercraft to transport 
oil workers on Alaska’s North Slope. But the drop in oil prices 

meant fewer workers to haul, and the sale 
was called off, Gifford said.

The borough has received a bid of about 
$2.1 million from another transportation com-
pany, Lynden, but Gifford said that’s too low.

The hovercraft is in secure and dry indoor storage in Akutan.
“It’s ready to go as soon as we find a buyer,” Gifford said.
Since the borough owns the hovercraft’s hanger in Akutan, 

it doesn’t pay dock fees, and the only expense for insurance is  
“minimal,” he said.

The hovercraft’s builder, Vigor Marine in Seattle, is the borough’s 
agent in trying to sell the machine.

Keith Whittemore, Vigor vice president of business  
development, said the asking price remains $6 million, and Vigor is 
looking for buyers all over the world.

Two hovercraft owned by Crowley and Lynden still work on the 
North Slope, he said.

Seattle-based Trident Seafoods operates one of the world’s  
largest seafood-processing plants on Akutan.

The hovercraft was the borough’s first attempt at connecting 
Akutan and the new airport on Akun. But it didn’t work out.

“The hovercraft is way too expensive to operate and has  
problems,” Gifford said in 2013.

The hovercraft cost $3 million a year to operate and only 
brought in $500,000 in fares. It was replaced with a helicopter,  
Gifford said.
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LOOKING BACK by ANJULI GRANTHAM

Salmon, diamonds, and the Alaska Packers Association

It’s difficult to miss the towering masts of the Balclutha during a 
visit to the San Francisco waterfront.

This square-rigged sailing ship (formerly the Star of Alaska) is 
now part of the San Francisco National Maritime Historical Park. 
This ship was one in the legendary “star fleet” that the Alaska  
Packers Association (APA) moored at Alameda during the winter 
months and sailed north to Alaska each spring. Tellingly, the most 
commonly recognized vestige of the once-colossal APA is not even 
in Alaska. Nonetheless, there are plenty of remnants of the APA that 
persist in Alaska, if you know where to look.

The APA was founded to cope with the astronomical growth of 
salmon canning in the early years of Alaska’s commercial salmon 
fishery. In 1888 there were 16 canneries operating in Alaska. By the 
next year, that number had more than doubled, to 37. It was can-
ners at Chignik in 1890 that first came up with the idea of joining 
forces to decrease competition for fish and increase efficiencies 
in operation. It worked so well that the canners operating on the  
Karluk Spit and Bristol Bay paid attention.

Salmon trust: The APA was founded in 1893 when the own-
ers of the major canning enterprises recognized that it would 
be more efficient to create a “salmon trust” to coordinate the 
catching and canning of Alaska’s salmon rather than engage in  
continuous competition, which was leading to an unsustainable 
growth in the pack.

“Sustainability” wasn’t an ecological concept at the time; it was an 
economic one. The amount of salmon processed in Alaska exceeded 
the ability of consumers to eat it. The market was glutted, and it was 
not profitable to continue production at such a rate. Twenty-seven of 
the 33 canneries operating in Alaska sold their plants and re-emerged 
as the Alaska Packers Association. In so doing, the owners created  
a business that would become one of the most economically and 
politically potent institutions in the history of Alaska.

Although their assets were in Alaska, APA’s shareholders were 
comfortably situated in San Francisco (like the Balclutha is today). 
However, many of the founders of the APA had strong ties to  
Alaska and considerable expertise in the land that was known 
as Russian America less than two decades before. Some on the 
APA’s board of directors, like Louis Sloss and Charles Hirsch, were  
intimately connected with AC, the Alaska Commercial Co.

AC today is a grocery store chain in Alaska, and this is the very 
same business that purchased the assets of the Russian-American Co. 
following the U.S. purchase of Alaska in 1867. In addition to provid-
ing early financing for salmon canneries in Alaska and sharing key  
shareholders, AC also provided the APA with one of the company’s most  
lasting legacies – the “diamond” naming convention.

Diamond canneries: To distinguish AC trading stations in  

Location and designation of 
Alaska Packers Association salmon canneries, 1917

<PNJ>  Scandinavian Cannery, Nushagak Bay

<NC> Clarks Point, Kvichak Bay

<J> Koggiung, Kvichak Bay

<X> Coffey Creek, Kvichak Bay

<NN> Naknek River (upper)

<O> Naknek River (middle)

<M> Naknek River (lower)

<E> Egegik River

<U> Ugashik

<C> Chignik Lagoon

<A>  Alitak Bay, Kodiak Island

<KS> Larsen Bay, Kodiak Island

<CI> Cook Inlet, Kasilof

<FW> Fort Wrangell, Southeast Alaska

<L> Loring, Southeast Alaska

<PR> Point Roberts, Wash.

<S> Semiahmoo, Wash.

<T> Anacortes, Wash.

 The Alaska 
Packers 
Association 
Diamond NN 
Cannery in 
South Naknek. Image from Jefferson 
Moser, “Alaska Salmon Investigations 
in 1900 and 1901,” U.S. Government 
Printing Office, 1902

written correspondence, AC employees created a symbol for 
each trading station. They enclosed a letter inside the less-than/ 
greater-than symbols. For example, <K> was Kodiak Station. The 
APA adopted this shorthand and applied it to their many canner-
ies. <NN>, <X>, <KS> written in letters or stamped on a box became  
pronounced as “Diamond N,” etc.

Del Monte dismantled the Alaska Packers Association in 1982. Yet 
many APA-built canneries continue in operation today, and some  
continue to be referred to by their diamond name. Next time you walk 
the docks at an old APA cannery, pay close attention and you might 
even find <> etched onto a board or fading from the bow of an old  
double-ender. Although that diamond is less regal than the masts of 
the Balclutha, it is no less historic.

The following chart comes from a list located within the 
John Cobb Papers at the University of Washington Special  
Collections.

Anjuli Grantham writes monthly about the history of Alaska’s seafood 
industry. She works as a curator in Kodiak and as director of the Alaska 
Historic Canneries Initiative. Reach her at anjuligrantham@gmail.com.
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by MICHEL DROUINBRITISH COLUMBIA

Late chum fisheries brighten a tough salmon year
Fall season: After a terrible salmon season on British Columbia’s 

north coast and no season at all for Fraser River sockeye fishermen, 
some later season chum fisheries paid off.

As I mentioned last month, the highlight of B.C.’s 2015 salmon 
season was the phenomenal return of 1.9 million sockeye to the west 
coast of Vancouver Island’s Somass River system, with an all-sector 
catch of 1,279,182 adult sockeye.

In B.C.’s Skeena River sockeye fishery, the catch estimate stood at 
10,698 sockeye taken by gillnetters and 2,539 caught by seiners.

Chum salmon fishing on B.C.’s central coast provided steady  
fishing for gillnetters and seiners in the late summer. The gillnet chum 
catch in Area 7 was 108,000 and the seine catch was 287,000. A little 
farther south in Area 8, the seine catch was 187,000 and the gillnet 
catch 293,000.

As the season moved into October, chum fishing in Johnstone Strait 
provided both gillnet and seine opportunities as well.

Fraser River gillnetters had openings on Oct. 23 and Oct. 27. The  
average catch in the Oct. 23 opening was just under 400 pieces.

      
Pinkut Creek: I went to visit the Pinkut Creek spawning channel 

at Babine Lake at the end of September while on a moose hunt in  
the area.

The Pinkut Creek Project was built in 1968. As with the channels 
at the Fulton River Project, the major contributor to enhanced sock-
eye in the Skeena River system, the Pinkut Creek channel was built to  
produce additional sockeye fry that could take advantage of the  
rearing potential of Babine Lake. About 45 million sockeye fry are  
produced from the channel each spring.

Despite this being a poor year for the Skeena River sockeye run, it 
was gratifying to see live fish still in the spawning channels and the 
carcasses of successful spawners littering the bottom of the channel.

The final in-season Tyee gillnet test fishing escapement estimate up 
to Sept. 24 for sockeye entering the Skeena was 1,246,676 fish.

The spawning channel and hatchery on the shore of Babine Lake 
in northcentral B.C. is a spectacular place to visit in the fall when the 
aspens are at their brightest yellow.

There was a warning sign notifying visitors of a grizzly sow with 
cubs in the area, but fortunately we did not encounter her.

Animal lovers will be pleased to know that no moose were harmed 
in the writing of this column. It was a moose conservation trip, or as a 
friend calls it, “conservation through incompetence.”

      
Federal election: Canadians elected a new federal govern-

ment Oct. 19, voting in the Liberal party (vaguely resembling U.S.  
Democrats) and ousting the Conservative party (similar to U.S. 
Republicans).

No matter who is ruling in distant Ottawa, though, B.C.’s fishing 
industry has always had a troubled relationship with the Department 
of Fisheries and Oceans, with the feeling of being dictated to and not 
heard despite innumerable “consultation” sessions.

One positive thing to look forward to is that new Prime Min-
ster Justin Trudeau promised before the election to reopen the  
Kitsilano Coast Guard base in downtown Vancouver, closed by the 
Conservatives in 2013.

Trudeau also has promised to formalize a moratorium on crude oil 
tanker traffic on B.C.’s north coast to protect the sensitive area from 
an oil spill.

That’s a relief to many on the north coast and the fishing indus-
try, as the proposed Northern Gateway pipeline project includes an 
oil terminal in Kitimat to export Alberta tar sands oil via tanker out 

through a maze of islands and channels to  
the Pacific.

Conservative Minister of Fisheries Gail Shea 
is out of a job. Trudeau said he would name his 
cabinet Nov. 4.

      
Rupert trip: I was recruited to help deliver the 60-foot ex-seiner 

Ocean Royal from Prince Rupert in October.
We’d used the boat for science charters out of Rupert in February 

and March, but the boat had been sitting idle since then.
We were to pick up a large seine skiff and a small, high-speed scout 

boat and deliver them down south.
We flew to Prince Rupert on Thursday, Oct. 15, and after getting the 

boat ready and loading the skiffs we got underway for Vancouver in 
the early evening of Friday, Oct. 16.

It was good traveling down the coast, and despite a gale warning in 
Queen Charlotte Strait, we managed to get across that stretch of open 
water before the storm and tied up in Alert Bay at midday on Oct. 18.

There was a seine fishery called for the next day, and the company 
decided we should stay in the area to take seine fish to town. That 
would save the local Alert Bay boats from making the trip up to Port 
Hardy to deliver.

Early in the morning, I saw a boat tied up behind us and realized 
it was the 68-foot high-speed school water taxi Spirit of Yalis. I went 
aboard to say hi to my old friend Capt. Danni Tribe, a former gill-
netter. It was nice to see her after all these years, and we had a few 
minutes to compare notes before she had to tend to her duties. Later 
in the day, after the gillnet opening, David Wooldridge, another old 
friend, tied up behind us in his gillnetter, the Rough Bay. We had a bit 
of a chat too, talking about the fishing and our hunting season.

When seining was over in the evening, we unloaded the Rainbow 
Queen, Western Moon, and Ocean Predator before heading south to 
Campbell River to take fish from the Nordic Queen. We got to Camp-
bell River on the morning of Oct. 20 and took fish from her before set-
ting sail for the Canadian Fishing Co. plant up the Fraser River. It was 
an absolutely glorious day out in the Gulf of Georgia for the trip south 
– sunny weather, a flat clam sea, and a spectacular sunset. It doesn’t 
get any better than that.

We got into the river around midnight and tied up at the plant 
around 3 a.m.

There were a number of seiners ahead of us, so we didn’t get 
unloaded and out of there until just before noon, when we went down 
the river to Steveston to unload the extra skiffs. Once that was done 
we cleaned up the boat and were told to come back the morning 
of Friday, Oct. 23, to be ready to take fish in the Fraser River gillnet  
chum opening.

Friday morning I met the captain and engineer at the boat, and 
we were joined by two young crewmen to help pitch fish. We went 
into the Steveston harbor basin and anchored up. Fishing was open 
from 9 a.m. to 7 p.m. and, of course, I just had dinner ready (tandoori  
chicken) when the first boats started to arrive at 5.

We were busy unloading until 11 that night when we finally got 
to eat and then went to tie up at the Steveston fish auction pump. In 
the morning on Oct. 24, we were the first to unload and then motored 
over to our tie-up slot at the Gulf of Georgia net loft and secured the 
Ocean Royal until the next fishery Oct. 27.

Michel Drouin has been covering the British Columbia fishing industry  
since 1990.
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No-show coho: This summer, state ocean fishery managers in 
Oregon and Washington theorized that a large run of coho was due 
to hit the Columbia River in the fall. But by the end of October, 
final counts showed low returns. Now, state fishery managers have 
modified their forecast for the number of lower river coho entering 
the mouth of the Columbia River to 203,000.

State forecasters had predicted over 1 million coho off the Wash-
ington coast and a Columbia River subtotal of more than 700,000.

Meanwhile, the fall Chinook run was close to matching 2013’s 
record run. As of mid-October, this year’s run was predicted to be 
close to 1.22 million fish, making it the second-largest run since the 
Bonneville Dam was built. In 2013, the fall Chinook run came to a 
final total of 1.26 million fish.

As for coho, the low returns showing up in October prompted 
fishery managers in Washington to reduce the daily catch limit of 
coho to one hatchery fish per day. This reduction affected many of 

the lower Columbia River tributaries in Washington.
In September, the number of coho passing Bonneville Dam was 

at an all-time low. In an early run that ended in the last week of 
September, only 27,917 coho had passed the dam, the lowest  
number recorded at that same time of year since 1997.

      
Dungeness outlook: In mid-October, levels of the marine  

toxin domoic acid still remained high in razor clams sampled from 
southern Washington beaches. These levels, which have remained 
high since algae blooms began this spring, could affect when and if 
the commercial Dungeness crab fishery opens this winter.

Both commercial and recreational crab fisheries were ultimately 
shut down along Washington’s southern coast in the spring after 
state fishery managers tested crabs and found unsafe levels of 
domoic acid in the viscera and, later, in the crab meat itself. Razor 
clams form a major part of a Dungeness crab’s diet.

By press time, recreational razor clam digs already had been 

delayed. The first good set of digging tides 
hit the coast in October, but domoic acid 
levels remained too high. Digs were put on 
hold until November. As of Oct. 12, samples 
collected in Long Beach, Washington, by the 
Washington Department of Fish and Wildlife showed domoic acid 
levels in razor clams at 20 parts per million, which exactly hits the 
threshold set by the state Department of Health.

In Twin Harbors, just north of the Long Beach Peninsula, levels 
were even higher at 74 ppm as of Oct. 12. Elsewhere along Wash-
ington’s southern coast, levels remained higher than or only just 
below the threshold.

      
Seafood landings: Alaska is still king in terms of the highest 

amount of seafood landed in 2014 – 761.8 million pounds, val-
ued at $191.4 million in Dutch Harbor alone. But smaller ports in 

Oregon and Washington also 
made a respectable showing in 
“Fisheries of the United States 
2014,” a report released by the 
National Marine Fisheries Ser-
vice on Oct. 29.

According to the report, 
Newport had the most land-
ings in Oregon in terms of 
pounds, coming in at 124 mil-
lion pounds. Astoria was a 
close second at 122 million 
pounds in total landings for 
2014. In 2013, Astoria beat 
Newport at 159 million pounds 
to Newport’s 127 million. In 
Washington, Westport also 
was down, coming in with 100 
million pounds landed in 2014 
compared to the 140 million 
pounds landed in 2013.

Newport also beat Astoria  
in terms of the value of the 
landings: $53 million com-
pared to Astoria’s $43 million.

Nationwide, NMFS researchers say the report shows figures that 
are very similar to those found in 2013. Both volume and value 
remain higher than average for the past five years, according to a 
news release from NMFS.

For individual fish species, total catch of Pacific sardine declined 
roughly 63 percent as compared to 2013, but anchovy landings 
were up approximately 75 percent. Pacific hake landings were also 
up, coming to a total of 575 million pounds, a 14 percent increase 
from 2013.

All told, U.S. fishermen landed 9.5 billion pounds of fish and 
shellfish valued at $5.4 billion in 2014. The Pacific Northwest states 
of Washington, Oregon, and California accounted for 13 percent of 
the total landings and 14 percent of the value. Alaska came in with 
60 percent of the nationwide landings and accounted for 31 percent 
of the value.

Katie Wilson reports from Astoria, Ore.

MID-COAST REPORT by KATIE WILSON

A mixed year for fall salmon in Oregon, Washington

The crew and scientists aboard the U.S. Coast Guard icebreaker Healy turn out for a portrait at the North Pole 
on Sept. 7. The 420-foot Healy, based in Seattle, reached the pole on Sept. 5, becoming the first U.S. surface 
vessel to do so unaccompanied. USCG photo by Petty Officer 2nd Class Cory J. Mendenhall
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SOUTHERN CLIMES by DANIEL MINTZ 

2015 salmon landings started strong, then fizzled
Fewer, smaller: California’s 2015 Chinook salmon season  

was an odd one, yielding erratic results and failing to meet  
harvest projections.

The California Department of Fish and Wildlife’s Ocean  
Salmon Project tabulates landing receipts, and a rough estimate 
of the state’s total commercial Chinook landings in 2015 is about 
112,000 fish.

That compares unfavorably to last year’s total of 166,500 fish and 
doesn’t tell the whole story of how poor the season was.

Jennifer Simon, an environmental scientist with the Ocean  
Salmon Project, said average size of landed fish was 10.5 pounds, 
which is “quite a bit smaller than we’d expect.”

Last year’s total catch weighed in at 2.2 million pounds, while 
this year’s haul is roughly estimated to be 1.2 million pounds.

The season got off to a roaring start in May, but only in one port – 
Fort Bragg. Its estimated haul of just under 62,000 fish is five times 
what was projected, and most of it was landed in May.

The rest of the season offered spotty fishing and disappointment.
The San Francisco management area from Point Arena to  

Pidgeon Point saw about 34,000 fish landed, half of what was  
predicted. The Monterey region south of Pidgeon Point mustered 
two-thirds of its projected harvest, with 16,000 Chinook landed.

There isn’t much to say about this year ’s fishing in the  
Klamath Management Zone, which includes Eureka and Crescent 
City. Its season opened in September and offered a 3,000-fish quota, 
but total landings amounted to an astonishingly measly 21 fish.

Ex-vessel prices did peak into the $7 per pound range, which 
isn’t much of a consolation in a season that brought home smaller 
fish and fewer of them.

A final version of the season report will be released in February, 
along with spawning escapement projections.

      
Fishing for votes: Humboldt Bay Harbor, Recreation and Con-

servation District elections have been sleepy affairs in recent years, 
but the 2015 election has been an exception.

The Nov. 3 election was imminent as of press time. But one of its 
outcomes is that the district’s level of support for the local fishing 
industry has become an upfront community issue.

The election’s attention to fishing was due to the campaign of 
Susan Rotwein, a commercial fisherman who co-owns the Cap’n 
Zach’s fish market in McKinleyville.

In challenging incumbent District Commissioner Pat Higgins, 
Rotwein questioned the district’s commitment to maintaining the 
Woodley Island Marina as the commercial fishing fleet’s home.

During a debate held at the Samoa Cookhouse in Samoa, Califor-
nia, she said the district must not only “protect and maintain sup-
port for the commercial fishing fleet” but also work to attract other 
fleets – such as albacore and shrimp – to Humboldt Bay’s harbor.

Rotwein said the district’s effort to introduce commercial uses 
upland of the marina through rezoning would ultimately “push 
the fishermen from their home on Woodley Island.”

She was also critical of the district’s relocation of the marina’s 
gear storage facility to the Redwood Marine Terminal dock across 
the bay and advocated for easier access to the harbor’s work dock, 
hauling facilities, and hoists.

Prior to the election, the district’s acquisition of the former 
Samoa pulp mill was seen as a proactive move that allowed 
an extensive cleanup of the contaminated site. But during the 

"Fastest, easiest way to cut down on
marine hydraulic noise"

debate, Rotwein made one of the campaign’s 
most attention-getting claims – that taking 
over the mill site has diverted maintenance 
and security staff away from the marina, 
where “vandalism and prostitution is now 
happening because of the lack of security.”

The election’s other contest saw incumbent Commissioner  
Greg Dale, the operations manager of the Coast Seafoods  
oyster production company, being challenged by Eureka business  
consultant Nick Angeloff.

A third seat, held by Aaron Newman, president of the  
Humboldt Fishermen’s Marketing Association (HFMA), will be  
taken by Eureka Realtor Larry O. Doss, as Newman declined to  
seek re-election.

      
Rezoning, round one: The effort to rezone Woodley Island’s 

upland area took a hit in mid-October, when Eureka’s Planning 
Commission voted to keep the area’s land use as is.

The current public facility zoning allows some marine-related 
commercial uses, but a switch to waterfront commercial zoning 
would open an expanded range, including lodging facilities like 
RV parks.

Fishermen balked when the Harbor District considered the  
possibility of having an RV park at Woodley Island two years 
ago. The ensuing controversy has tainted the district’s zoning  
change proposal.

Though the RV park idea is now off the table, and district  

Continued on page 38
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Bristol Bay forecast: Commercial gillnetters scored a huge 
sockeye catch this year at Bristol Bay. And they have a chance for 
another big haul in 2016.

The Alaska Department of Fish and Game is forecasting a catch 
of 29.5 million sockeye next season.

This past season, the bay produced a catch of 35.7 million sock-
eye, with many of the fish landed during a late surge in the run.

Big catches are fine, but many fishermen no doubt are more  
concerned at the moment with price. Processors this year paid an  
average base ex-vessel price of 50 cents a pound, far below the 
$1.20 paid in 2014.

Gillnetters no doubt will be  
hoping for improved prices next  
season. But with the industry strug-
gling to shed large inventories, and 
with another big catch forecast, the 
price environment could remain 
unfavorable.

      
Big catch, poor payoff: The 

department on Oct. 16 came out 
with its summary of this year’s state-
wide, all-species salmon harvest. The  
bottom line was both impressive  
and discouraging.

In terms of volume, the catch was 
enormous at nearly 263.5 million 
salmon. It was the state’s second-
largest salmon harvest on record. 
Only 2013 saw a bigger catch with 
272.6 million.

By species, the 2015 harvest included 190.5 million pinks, 
53.7 million sockeye, 15.2 million chums, 3.6 million coho, and  
474,000 Chinook.

As for value, the ex-vessel tally was $414.2 million, with sockeye 
accounting for nearly half the total.

To put this in perspective, the 2014 season saw a much small-
er statewide catch of 156.7 million salmon, yet the value was  
$576.6 million.

Statewide, the ex-vessel price of sockeye averaged 71 cents a 
pound, compared to $1.37 in 2014. To make matters worse, sockeye 
were small this year, weighing an average of 5.2 pounds compared 
to 5.6 pounds last year.

Looking on the bright side, the 2015 season offered plenty to 
smile about.

“We are encouraged to see strong landings and escapement from 
the Arctic to Prince William Sound and are pleased that a number 
of depressed Chinook salmon stocks showed improved returns in 
2015,” said the department’s Forrest Bowers.

A few regions saw truly special results.
The Prince William Sound pink salmon harvest was the largest 

on record at 98.3 million fish.
In Lower Cook Inlet, the all-species harvest of 7 million salmon 

(mostly pinks) was the best ever.
And way up north, Norton Sound fishermen landed a record 

154,000 coho.

      
Personnel file: Two key vacancies at state 

agencies were filled recently.
In the Department of Fish and Game, the 

new director of commercial fisheries is Scott 
Kelley. He replaces Jeff Regnart, who left the job after a long career 
with the department.

Kelley has worked in the Division of Commercial Fisheries for 
nearly 25 years, most recently as a coordinator for shellfish and 
groundfish fisheries in Southeast Alaska. He holds a master’s 
degree in fisheries science and is highly knowledgeable regarding 

the state Board of Fisheries, salmon 
enhancement, budgeting, and the 
Pacific Salmon Treaty, Fish and Game  
Commissioner Sam Cotten told 
department employees.

Kelley’s first day as commercial 
fisheries director was Oct. 21.

At the Alaska Seafood Marketing 
Institute, the new executive direc-
tor is Alexa Tonkovich. She succeeds 
Michael Cerne in the position.

Tonkovich moves up from her pre-
vious post as ASMI’s international 
program director.

“As ASMI’s international director,  
Tonkovich oversaw ASMI’s over-
seas marketing programs in nearly 
20 countries with an $8 million  
budget, helping develop mar-
kets for exports of Alaska sea-
food, which account for roughly 
70 percent of the value of Alaska  

seafood harvested last year,” ASMI said in an Oct. 26 press release. 
“She was instrumental in developing new markets for Alaska  
seafood in Brazil, Southeast Asia, and the Philippines.”

Tonkovich has a bachelor’s degree in East Asian Studies from 
Colgate University.

      
CFEC audit: A legislative audit recommends big changes for the 

Alaska Commercial Fisheries Entry Commission but stops short of 
saying it should be eliminated as a stand-alone agency.

The CFEC issues commercial fishing permits and vessel licenses.
It has been called into question in recent years as an obsolete 

agency headed by three highly paid commissioners without much 
work to do. Some legislators have suggested its functions could be 
folded into the Department of Fish and Game to save money.

The audit, released in October, concludes that the commission-
ers “have not adequately managed CFEC’s daily operations.” It  
adds that the agency’s workload “no longer justifies full-time  
commissioner positions.” 

The audit recommends hiring an executive director to manage 
daily operations. It says $1.2 million in annual savings could be 
achieved by reorganizing CFEC while maintaining its status as an 
independent agency.

The audit is available online at tinyurl.com/osmf4sx.

Wesley Loy is editor of Pacific Fishing magazine and producer of  
Deckboss, a blog on Alaska commercial fisheries.

by WESLEY LOYALASKA NOTEBOOK

Another big sockeye year projected at Bristol Bay

Alexa Tonkovich, ASMI’s new executive director.
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What’s New

Emergency Towing Systems,
Fabricated Steel Anchors
You probably know Baier Marine best for 
our classic line of flush deck hatches, deck 
fittings and steel doors.

What’s new is Baier’s capability to  
supply emergency towing systems and large anchors for 
any size vessel.

Built to customer’s print, these fabricated steel components 
carry full-type certification, ABS, DNV, etc.

Additional deck equipment includes extra large  
bollards, smit brackets, roller fairleads, and telescoping 
mast systems.

www.baiermarine.com
(800) 455-3917  •  sales@baiermarine.com

Baier Marine
Seine Loft Up and Running
Net Systems, on Bainbridge Island, took 
over the purse seine Net Department for 
Marco Global one year ago. 

The purse seine net loft moved to the 
Net Systems location on Bainbridge, where 
it shares two buildings with a trawl net 

loft, a welding shop and eight state of the art netting looms 
that produce the strongest netting in the world. 

Two net lanes were set up to accommodate new construc-
tion of purse seines along with repairs. Nets are run through 
the lanes and then piled onto pallets, which are then delivered 
to Fishermen’s Terminal for pick-up or stored on site.

Brian Chace  •  (425) 418-6379 
 www.net-sys.com  •  brianc@net-sys.com

Net Systems

More Power Longer Life
Vessel owners in the North Pacific value the 
reliability of diesels and the functionality of 
sterndrives. However the need for more  
commercial power and longer service  
intervals has always been on their minds,  
according to Rich Murdy, Marine Sales 

Manager at Cummins Northwest. Several vessel owners have 
repowered, resulting in significant improvements in pulling power, 
speed, lower noise and economy.

Customers appreciate the 46% more horsepower and 54% more 
torque than the industry’s current standard. The Cummins QSB6.7 
coupled to a Konrad 600 Series drive is a powerful package.

Stop by our booth at PME and see Konrad and Cummins  
products on display.

Rich Murdy  •  (206) 786-3229  •  rich.murdy@cummins.com

Cummins Konrad
More from Spurs Cutter Systems
Spurs cutter systems have been 
protecting vessels from costly propeller 
entanglement since 1981. In recent years, 
we have realized a need for an increased 
range of coverage. 

In 2016, we are introducing our latest “F4” model shaft 
cutter with a larger and more robust 4 bladed design! The 
new F4 shaft cutter will accommodate shaft sizes up to 12”  
in diameter. 

At Spurs, we continuously strive to meet the demands of 
our customers and continue to provide the premier solution 
to propeller entanglement.

Contact us at www.spursmarine.com
Pacific Marine Expo, Booth No. 850

SPURS

New Amber LED Crab Lights
Seattle’s Elmore Electric has introduced 
new configurations of their Highliner XL 
300 Watt 2800K Amber LED light. 

The configurations use asymmetric and symmetric lenses 
optimized to illuminate what the company calls “The Buoy 
Zone” – an area 300’ to 500’ in front of the boat – regardless of 
snow, sleet, rain, or fog. 

Similar to traditional high pressure sodium crab lights, 
these lights rely on longer wavelength amber light to cut 
through the toughest visibility conditions, while offering the 
maintenance-free, low power consumption, and “instant on” 
features of LED lights. 

Chris O’Connor  •  (206) 213-0111
www.uselmore.com

Pacific Marine Expo, Booth No. 726

Elmore Electric
Endure the Extreme with  
the Arctic 25
Experience hypothermia protection  

like never before with the White Glacier Arctic 25 cold water 
immersion suit. 

Made from fire-resistant, non-neoprene material that can 
withstand flames for twice the time than what is required  
by the IMO, the Arctic 25 offers 25 long-lasting hours of  
hypothermia protection and jumping resistance of up to  
10 meters. 

Together these three performance features make the suit 
your premier choice for boating safety. When every second 
could mean the difference between life and death, let White 
Glacier protect your crew.

www.whiteglacier.com  •  (995) 774-5224

White Glacier

“What's New” is a service of Pacific Fishing's Advertising Department.   
Contact Diane Sandvik at (206) 920-5516 for more information.
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Professional Services

Fishing Vessels 
Tug & Barge 
Dredging 
Floating Cranes 
Cargo & Misc. 
New Vessels 
Conversions 
Stability Analysis 

Hockema & Whalen 
Associates

Seattle WA 98107 E-mail: boatstuff@hockema.com 
5450 Leary Avenue NW #252 Tel:  206 365 0919 

N a v a l  A r c h i t e c t s  •  M a r i n e  E n g i n e e r s  

Jackson, Morgan
& Hunt, PLLC

4123 California Ave SW #101

www.jmhseattle.com

Gibbons & Associates, P.S.
MARITIME ATTORNEYS

Proctor in Admiralty
Over 30 years experience

Trials, appeals, mediations, arbitrations
Injury and Wage Claims

Salvage
Collisions

Shipyard Claims
Liens

Contracts
Charter Parties
Joint Ventures

Fisheries
Tug and Barge

Marine Insurance Disputes
Coast Guard Licensed Master

Gibbons & Associates, P.S.
ph 206-381-3340; fax 206-381-3341

cell 206-419-6971
email svg@gibbonslawgroup.com

SE HABLA ESPANOL9309 Glacier Hwy,  Ste. B-200  • Juneau, AK 99801 •   info@ermcpa.com •  www.ermcpa.com

Tax • Accounting • Attest

We Serve
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Buyers of high-quality Alaskan and Canadian 
caught longline halibut and black cod.

We buy in all fishing areas anD  
We offer great prices. 

“Call us today for a quote on your trip!”

MAIN OFFICE:

Phone ...........206-232-5040
Fax ..................206-232-4413
Dana Cell ....206-295-7500
Tyler Cell .....206-354-7717
Dispatch ......4944

BELLINGHAM OFFICE:

Phone ...........360-676-1606
Fax ..................360-671-7855
Tony Cell .....360-739-3656
Dispatch ......5644

Dana f. besecKer co., inc.

BOATBUILDING
REPAIR
FABRICATION

SEATTLE, WA
206.953.7676
SNOWBOATBUILDING.COM

• Structural Steel & Aluminum Repair
• Piping Services 
• Repowers, Equipment Installs
• Installation of Deflector Marine 
• Rudder Systems
• Wheelhouse Design & Fabrication, 
•• Interiors
• Masts, Booms, & Deck Equipment 

OUR CREW INCLUDES DESIGNERS, PLATE 
& STRUCTURAL FITTERS, PIPE FITTERS, 
DNV & ABS CERTIFIED WELDERS, 
MECHANICS, & CARPENTERS

SOME PEOPLE CAN 
FIX ANYTHING.

www.foss.com/shipyards
800.426.2885  

always safe. always ready.

Need repairs? 
Our full service 

Seattle, Washington 
shipyard is on call 
24/7. Get back on 

the water fast.

Want to 
reach 
fishermen?  

Contact
Diane
sanDViK
She
knows
the
business.

Want to 
reach 
fishermen?  

To reserve space,  
contact DIANE at 

(206) 962-9315 or 
dianes@pacificfishing.com

THE BUSINESS MAGAZINE FOR FISHERMEN

click
www com

Home of

Updated weekdays for your reading pleasure
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PACIFIC FISHING   classifieds
Boats/Permits/IFQs

  

FisherySpecies Asking Price* Offer*

Prices in DECEMBER vary in accordance with market conditions. *In thousands
+ denotes an increase from last month. N/A denotes No Activity.
– denotes a decrease from last month.

By Mike Painter and the Permit Master

State 
Value*

Alaska Entry Permit Prices
(as of 12-1-15)

Gillnet: Recent activity in Bay permits has settled in right around $115k. Not 
much interest in SE permits with listings as low as $80k. A recent listing of a PWS 
permit dropped $20k to $200k, but still no takers so far. There is a pile of Cook 
Inlet permits listed in the $60s, but they’re only selling in the high $40s. No new 
interest in Area M, with permits still available starting at $130k.

Seine: SE permits dropped another $25k from a month ago, to a low of $200k. Still 
a few PWS permits at $200k, but interest has died with the low pink price. Cook 
Inlet permits are holding at $75k. Kodiak permits slipped a bit, with permits avail-
able as low as $38k. Area M permits are still available starting at $60k.

Troll: Interest in Alaska Power Troll permits is pretty slow. The few recent sales 
have been in the mid to upper $30s. One recent trade of a Hand Troll permit went 
for $10k. Asking prices are closer to $12k. Interest in lower 48 permits has died 
off for the winter.

BOX   score

 SALMON

 S SE DRIFT 80- 75- 91.8

 S PWS DRIFT 200- 190- 218.5

 S COOK INLET DRIFT 48 45 69.6-

 S AREA M DRIFT 130 100 119.5

 S BRISTOL BAY DRIFT 115- 115+ 136.3-

 S SE SEINE 200- 180 278.8

 S PWS SEINE 200 170 176.8

 S COOK INLET SEINE 75 50 86

 S KODIAK SEINE 38- 35 39.8

 S CHIGNIK SEINE 190 180 227.5

 S AREA M SEINE 60 50 56.9

 S YAKUTAT SET 16 12 18.9

 S COOK INLET SET 13 12 15.3-

 S AREA M SET NET 65 55 55.6

 S BRISTOL SET NET 35 35+ 38.8-

 S LOWER YUKON 9.5 9 9.9

 S POWER TROLL 36 35 35.8-

 S HAND TROLL 12 10- 11-

 HERRING

 H SE GILLNET 12 N/A 13.4

 H KODIAK GILLNET 5 3 5

 H SITKA SEINE 300 225+ 243.3

 H PWS SEINE 25 16 30.9

 H COOK INLET SEINE 11 8 16.8

 H KODIAK SEINE 26 20 30.3

 H SE POUND SOUTH 33- 30 35.6

 H SE POUND NORTH 30- 25 43.1

 H PWS POUND 6 5 3.5

 SHELLFISH

 S SE DUNGY 75 POT 18 17 15.4

 S SE DUNGY 150 POT 36 36 36+

 S SE DUNGY 225 POT 50 47 50

 S SE DUNGY 300 POT 65 60 49.8

 S SE POT SHRIMP 22 20 22

 S KODIAK TANNER <60 24 22 29.7

 S PUGET SOUND DUNGY 150 150+ N/A

 S WASHINGTON DUNGY 2,000-4,500/FT 1,500-3,750/FT N/A

 S OREGON DUNGY 2,000-4,500/FT 1,500-4,000/FT N/A

 S CALIFORNIA DUNGY 200-600/POT 200-500/POT N/A

 SE ALASKA DIVE

SE AK Dive URCHIN 4 3 2.4

SE AK Dive CUCUMBER 25- 23- 23.8-

SE AK Dive GEODUCK 66 60 70-

We support fisheries and agriculture 
with reliable, consistent credit
and financial services, today and
tomorrow. 

· Vessels

·  Quotas 

· Operating Lines of Credit

· Residential and Lot Loans

· Young and Beginning Fishermen

northwestfcs.com/fisheries

Your
trusted
source.
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Halibut & Sablefish IFQ Prices
Recent market activity in halibut and sablefish quota shares

Species
Regulatory

Area
Vessel 

Category*
Poundage 
(thousands)

Status 
(blocked/

unblocked)

Ask
(per pound) 

Low High

Offer
(per pound) 

Low High

NOTE:  Halibut prices reflect net weight, sablefish round weight. Pricing for leased shares  
 is expressed as a percentage of gross proceeds. ** Too few to characterize.

*Vessel Categories:  A = freezer boats   B = over 60’   C = 35’-60’   D = < 35’

By Mike Painter and the Permit Master

A recent sale of a small block of D class 2C went for $50. New listings of unblocked 
3A are coming out at $54-$58. 3B was still moving in the low to mid $30s going 
into November. There were a couple of late sales of 4A blocks in the low $20s. 
Nothing going on further west.

New Sablefish listings continue to trickle in. Most buyers are waiting to see what 
the NPFMC recommendations are before making new offers. The market should 
be more active in December.

 H 2C D 1-10 B 50.00-52.00 46.00-50.00

 H 2C C/B 1-3 B 50.00-54.00 50.00-52.00

 H 2C C/B 4-10 B 50.00-54.00 50.00-52.00

 H 2C C/B ANY U 54.00-55.00 52.00

 H 2C A  B/U 54.00 52.00

 H 3A D  B/U 48.00-52.00 46.00-50.00

 H 3A C/B 1-5 B 46.00-50.00 44.00-46.00

 H 3A C/B 5-10 B 50.00-52.00 46.00-48.00

 H 3A C/B >10 U 54.00-58.00 50.00-52.00

 H 3A A  B/U 55.00 54.00

 H 3B D  B 26.00-30.00 24.00-38.00

 H 3B C/B 1-10 B 34.00-38.00 30.00-35.00

 H 3B C/B >10 U 37.00-40.00 34.00-35.00

 H 3B A  B/U N/A 36.00

 H 4A D  B/U 20.00-24.00 16.00-18.00

 H 4A C/B 1-10 B 20.00-26.00 20.00-23.00

 H 4A C/B >10 B 26.00-30.00 20.00-22.00

 H 4A C/B >10 U 30.00 24.00-26.00

 H 4B/C/D C/B 1-10 B 10.00-16.00 8.00-12.00

 H 4B/C/D C/B >10 B/U 16.00-20.00 10.00-14.00

 S SE C/B 1-10 B 24.00-28.00 21.00-24.00

 S  SE C/B >10 U 28.00-30.00 25.00-27.00

 S SE A  B/U 32.00 30.00

 S WY C/B 1-10 B 23.00-28.00 20.00-24.00

 S  WY C/B >10 U 28.00-30.00 25.00-27.00

 S WY A  B/U 30.00 30.00

 S CG C/B 1-10 B 20.00-25.00 18.00-20.00

 S CG C/B >10 U 24.00-26.00 22.00-24.00

 S CG A  B/U 30.00 25.00

 S WG C/B 1-10 B 11.00-14.00 10.00-12.00

 S WG C/B >10 B 13.00-14.00 10.00-12.00

 S WG C/B/A >10 U 13.00-16.00 11.00-13.00

 S AI C/B/A  B/U 1.50-4.00 1.00-2.00

 S BS C/B  B/U 1.50-5.00 1.00-3.00

 S BS A  B/U 5.00-7.00 5.00



PARTIAL LIST/CALL IF YOU DON’T SEE IT!

PACIFIC FISHING   classifieds

LISTINGS WANTED!!!

IFQ: ALL AREAS
BOATS: ALL KINDS

PERMITS: ALL TYPES  
 

JOIN OUR LIST OF
SATISFIED CUSTOMERS.

CALL TODAY.
 

BUYERS ARE WAITING.

www.permitmaster.com

—IFQ—

NEW LISTINGS DAILY. CALL FOR QUOTES  
OR CHECK OUT OUR COMPLETE LIST  

ON THE WEB — $/F = FISHED

 

CALL FOR A COMPLETE LIST OF VESSELS FOR SALE
INCLUDING MANY BOAT/PERMIT PACKAGES

Toll Free: 888-588-1001

4302 Whistle Lake Rd • Anacortes, WA 98221

  
  

ONLINE @ www.permitmaster.com  Email: vessels@permitmaster.com Fax: 360-293-4180

IFQs • VESSELS • PERMITS
E X C E P T I O N A L  F U L L  S E R V I C E  B R O K E R A G E

— PERMITS —

THE PERMIT MASTER
HERRING
SITKA SEINE.....................$225K OFFER
PWS SEINE......................................$25K
COOK INLET SEINE ........................ $11K
KODIAK SEINE ................................$26K
SE GILLNET .....................................$12K
KODIAK GILLNET .............................. N/A
NORTON SOUND ..............................$2K
HOONAH POUND .............................. N/A
CRAIG POUND ................................$35K
PWS POUND ..................................... N/A
SALMON 
S.E. DRIFT .......................................$80K
PWS DRIFT ....................................$235K
COOK INLET DRIFT .......................... N/A
COOK INLET SET ................... $50K/PKG
AREA M DRIFT ..............................$150K
AREA M SET ....................................$60K
BBAY DRIFT ...................................$123K
BBAY SET ............................... $60K PKG
SE SEINE .......................................$200K
PWS SEINE....................................$205K
COOK INLET SEINE ........................$87K
KODIAK SEINE ................................$42K

CHIGNIK SEINE .............................$190K
AREA M SEINE ................................$60K
POWER TROLL................................$36K
HAND TROLL ...................................$12K
PUGET SOUND DRIFT ....................$24K
PUGET SOUND SEINE .... $190K W/NET
SHELLFISH
SE DUNGY 300 POT ......................... N/A
SE DUNGY 225 POT ................WANTED
SE DUNGY 150 POT ................WANTED
SE DUNGY 75 POT ..................WANTED
SE POT SHRIMP ......................WANTED
KODIAK TANNER <60’ .....................$28K
WA DUNGY 58’/500 POT ...............$260K
DIVE
SE GEODUCK..................................$66K
SE CUCUMBER ...............................$25K
MISC.
CHATHAM BLACKCOD ............WANTED
CAL NEAR SHORE ...................WANTED
CAL SQUID ...............................WANTED
OR TROLL/35’ ....................................$8K
CAL LOBSTER ..........................WANTED
CAL TROLL/52’ ................................$17K

EXCEPTIONAL “FULL” SERVICE
BROKERAGE SAMPLES

ANY# “C” SE BCOD UNBLKD @ WANTED
ANY# "C" SE BCOD BLKD @ WANTED
10,000# “B” WY BCOD UNBLKD @ $28

5,000# “C” CG BCOD BLKD @ $22
13,500# “C” CG BCOD UNBLKD @ $24
25,000# "B" WG BCOD UNBLKD @ $14
5,000# “C” WG BCOD UNBLKD @ $14

9,000# “B” AI BCOD BLKD @ $3
20,000# “B” AI BCOD UNBLKD @ $4

ANY# “C/D” 2C HAL BLKD @ WANTED
4,500# “B” 3A HAL UNBLKD @ $58

20,000# “C” 3A HAL UNBLKD @ $58
2,000# “C” 3B HAL BLKD @ $39

20,000# “B” 4D HAL UNBLKED @ $20

P2149M – 58 X 26 STEEL SEINER, 3406 CAT MAIN, 90 KW 
AUX, 2 SMALLER AUX, NEW 30 TON RSW, PACKS 140K+. 
COMPLETE ELECTRONICS. ASKING $635K. POSSIBLE TERMS. 
SERIOUSLY MOTIVATED.

P2000M – 57 X 17 TOPHOUSE FROSTAD, 8V71 GMC 
MAIN, TWIN DISC GEAR, 3 STATION HYD STEERING, 3500 
GAL FUEL, 700 WATER. PACKS 80K IN SLUSH IN 3 INSU-
LATED, GLASSED HOLDS. BOOM W/TOPPING AND VANGING.  
ELECTRONICS INCLUDE FURUNO RADAR, RAYTHEON 
SOUNDER, ECHOTEC PLOTTER, FURUNO GPS, WAGNER MK 
IV PILOT. CURRENTLY SET UP FOR LONGLINE. EASY CON-
VERSION TO JUST ABOUT ANYTHING ELSE. BIG GALLEY. 
STATEROOMS IN CABIN AND TOPHOUSE. JUST ADD YOUR 
GEAR AND GO. REDUCED TO $65K.

P2050M – 54 X 16.2 COMBO, GMC 8V71 MAIN, TWIN DISC 
GEAR, 30KW ISUZU, JUNES CRAB BLOCK ON ARTICULATING 
DAVIT, COILER, BAIT CHOPPER, SPRAY BRINE RSW. ACCOMO-
DATIONS FOR 7, WITH 5 BERTHS IN FOCSLE AND 2 BERTH 
STATEROOM, HEAD W/SHOWER, ELECTRIC GALLEY. COMNAV 
PILOT, JRC SOUNDER, 4 GPS, 36 AND 72 MILE RADARS, VHF'S, 
SSB, SAT PHONE. REDUCED TO $199K. 300 POT CALIFORNIA 
DUNGY PERMIT AVAILABLE.

P2195M – 58 X 24 CUSTOM STEEL COMBO, 600HP C-18 CAT 
MAIN, 100KW JOHN DEERE AUX AND 125KW JOHN DEERE 
W/HYDRAULICS, BOW THRUSTER. COMPLETE SEINE SET UP. 
RIGGED FOR CRAB AND LONGLINE ALSO. ALL SS HYDRAU-
LICS. PACKS 9300 FUEL, 1890 WATER. FULL ELECTRONICS. 
27 TON AND 40 TON RSW W/2 35 TON CHILLERS. VESSEL IN 
EXCELLENT CONDITION. READY FOR ANYTHING. $2.5M FIRM.

P2185M – 50' TOPHOUSE LECLERCQ, 550HP LUGGER 
MAIN, TWIN DISC GEAR, LUGGER AUX, 19 TON RSW. TWIN 
PICKING BOOMS W/WINCHES, VANGING, SLIDER AND  
TOPPING ON MAIN. COMPLETE ELECTRTONICS INCLUDE 
DUAL RADARS, GPS, COLOR SOUNDER, WESMAR SO-
NAR, WAGNER MKIV PILOT, 5 STATION MMC CONTROLS,  
NOBLETEC ON DELL COMPUTER. VESSEL IS IMMACULATE 
INSIDE AND OUT. ONLY $650K.

P2194M – 58' LITTLE HOQUIAM COMBO, TOTALLY GONE 
THRU IN 2010, LOW HOURS ON ALL MACHINERY, ECONOMI-
CAL TWIN 330HP JOHN DEERE MAINS, TWIN DISC GEARS, 
ISUZU 14KW AND ISUZU 40KW AUX, 20 TON RSW W/TITA-
NIUM CHILLER. RIGGED FOR SEINE, LONGLINE AND TENDER. 
COMPLETE ELECTRONICS. GREAT ACCOMMODATIONS. 
EVERTYHING IN EXCELLENT CONDITION. ASKING $1.3M.

P2199M – MARCO STERNPICKER, 3208 CAT MAIN 260HP, 
8" NAIAD THRUSTER, POWER STEERING, 6 AND 4 CUBE 
PUMPS DRIVE DECK GEAR AND RSW. NEW HYDRAULIC 
LINES, DECK VALVES, FUEL LINES RECENTLY. ALWAYS  
WELL MAINTAINED. GREAT FISHING BOAT. ONLY $190K.

P2197M – 58 X 19.2 TOPHOUSE STEEL COMBO, 855  
CUMMINS MAIN, TWIN DISC GEAR, 45KW AND 50KW ISUZU 
GEN SETS, 20 TON RSW W/TITANIUM CHILLER, PACK 75K IN 
2 HOLDS. PACKS 4000 GAL FUEL, 800 WATER. ELECTRONICS  
INCLUDE FURUNO RADAR, GPS, SOUNDER, NOBLETEC, SEA 
SSB, ROBERTSON PILOT. WELL MAINTAINED. NICE SIZE LIMIT 
BOAT. GREAT SEA BOAT. $700K.
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The F/V Morgan  
is ready to fish 

your IFQs!
The F/V Morgan is a 32' Delta, available 
to fish all classes of quota in all areas. 
It’s a like-new, fully-equipped, clean, 
and comfortable boat. Professional 
crew with 15+ years experience in 
the fishery. Flexible schedule and 
competitive rates. No #2s, best prices. 
For more information, contact 
Jonathan Pavlik  •  (907) 314-0714 Cell  •  (907) 784-3032 Home

AVAILABLE TO HARVEST YOUR IFQS!

Contact Norman @ 509-675-0304 or alaskanorm@centurylink.net

We deliver quality product!
F/V Sherrie Marie, 61’ Steel long-
liner, available for hired skipper and 
walk-ons. 30+ years experience 
in fishery. Excellent, fully equipped 
boat, seasoned professional crew 
with HIGH QUALITY standards. 
All fish is delivered bled and iced. 
Competitive rates and references.

800-992-4960  907-235-4966
UPDATED LISTINGS ON THE WEB

PO BOX 505, HOMER ALASKA 99603
Alaska Boats & Permits, Inc.

FULL SERVICE MARINE BROKERAGE
FAX: 907-235-4965 E-MAIL: abp@acsalaska.net

IFQs PERMITS VESSELS

www.alaskaboat.com
Pacific Fishing Dec ‘15

(206)789-5101
(800)683-0297

See all our listings at www.dockstreetbrokers.com.

Dock Street Brokers

Selling your boat?
Low 5% Commission
Non-Exclusive Listing  

You retain the right 
to sell your own vessel.

TR15-032  43’x15.5’x4.7’ troller, built 
by Sunnfjord in 2011.  650 hp Scania 
DI12-66M main, Northern Lights 
20 kw gen set.  3 spool Kohlstrand 
gurdies, 10” crab block.  8” hydraulic 
thruster. Raymarine GPS, radar, 
sounder, and autopilot, Icom VHF, 
and Furuno sounder. 6 person 
life raft.  Beautiful yacht quality 
accommodations, virtually new boat.  
Asking $650,000.

BB15-025  32’x12’ flush deck, RSW, 
Bristol Bay sternpicker built in 1980 
by Marco. Cat 3116 main. 10 inch 
bow thruster. 7.5 ton Port Townsend 
RSW system chills 16,000 pounds. 
22” narrow reel drum w/ auto level 
wind with SeaMar hydraulic motor 
and Maritime power roller. Asking 
$200,000.

TE15-008  125’x28’x9.8’ steel 
crabber/tender, built in 1981 by 
Marine Fabricators. Twin Cummins 
KTA 19-M3 mains rated at 640 hp ea.  
225 kw, 100 kw, and 65 kw gen sets. 
Bulbous bow w/ hydraulic thruster. 
Packs 330,000# salmon, 150,000# 
crab in 4 holds. (2) 50 ton RSW 
systems.  30k gal fuel, 3.3k water. 
Fully rigged for crab and tendering. 
Auruora knuckle-boom crane, 
deck crane, and picking boom. Pot 
launcher, coiler, crab block, and full 
tendering setup included. Asking 
$1,600,000.

SE15-020  58’x21’x10’ combination 
vessel rigged for seining, longlining 
and crabbing. Monk design built in 
1991. John Deere 6135 450 hp main 
installed new 3 years ago. Twin Disc 
MG 516 gear new 3 years ago. John 
Deere 65kw (new 3 years ago) and 
Isuzu 20kw generators. 12 ton and 
15 ton RSW systems are capable 
90,000 pounds in 2 fish holds.  
Asking $1,700,000.        

TR15-044  44’x13.5’x7.75’ wood 
troller, built in 1946 by Tacoma Boat.  
GMC 6-71 main, 3 spool Kohlstrand 
gurdies, longline reel, levelwind, and 
full complement of fishing gear (too 
much to list).  (6) new slush bags.  
New liferaft.  Full electronics.  Call 
for details.  Asking $110,000.

IFQ Sellers Wanted!
We have buyers looking for  

2C, 3A and 3B halibut.

WILL FISH
Will fish your 2C, BC or D Halibut IFQs for 30%. I 
pay for everything. Lots of references and return 
clients. (541) 260-2441 or (907) 957-6295.

FOR SALE 
Volvo TAMD 122D 480hp with ZF IRM 310.
Engine and gear are in great condition with 
13,900 hrs. Includes troll valve, 12V 160A 
and 24V 40A alternators, 4 station Naud  
engine controls, 24gpm Gresson hyd pump, 2" 
Jabsco, many spare parts. Well maintained, re-
cords available. Located in Homer. Asking $10K. 
Contact danhullak@gmail.com

FOR SALE
3408 CAT with 514 6 to 1 gear twin disc eng 
and gear PTO is approximately 2400 hours 
since engine rebuild $18,500. Twin disc 530 
6.4 to 1 gear $25,000. Twin disc 518 6.0 to 1 
gear-core $2,500. CAT 3306 175kw RTO $9,500. 
66"x64"x5"shaft stainless nozzle prop $6,000. 
Call Jim (541) 290-9672.

FOR SALE
Have two California light-market Brail Boat 
licenses for sale. Call Don. (949) 279-9369. 
Prices reduced to $250,000 U.S. dollars.

FOR SALE
54 ton California market squid purse permit. 
Never been upgraded. Priced to sell quickly. $1.3 
million. Call Don (949) 279-9369.

FOR SALE

Squid-Rock Seine. Recently built, 1050 MD x 
190 fathom, 60 fathom bunt one end, 40 fath-
om on the other. Snag strips throughout. Seine 
and pallet located in Vancouver BC. $32000 US 
-OBO. Contact Ted (250) 203-0482 
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FOR SALE
50' X 16' Ledford Shallow Draft  

Top House Seiner

60,000lb. Capacity – Built 1989
Asking Price: $800,000
Located in Sand Point, Alaska
Contact: Cameron Foster, (907) 310-6171 
cammie-foster@hotmail.com

6125 Lugger 400HP, MG5111A twin disc 
reduction gear, Pitts electric PTO, keel cooled, 12V electrical system, 2½" shaft w/32x30 prop, 
Anderson 15-ton refrigeration system, 5x4 crab pump. Rigging and Deck: Aluminum mast and 
booms, 2 picking boom and main boom, winches – 2 PL4’s on picking booms and PL8 on main 
boom, main boom has slider and vanging – Kolstrand deck winch with sheaves, anchor winch 
with #18 Forfjord anchor 180#.

WWOOFISH.COM
TONS OF FISHING JOB SEEKER ADS

Ads are FREE for captains and crewmen

FOR SALE
California Purse Seiner with squid permit holds 
80 tons of RSW of squid. Priced to sell quickly. 
$3 million includes skiff, squid permit and net 
for fishing. Call Don. (949) 279-9369.

FOR SALE
Fishboat  36 ft. long 12-1/2 ft. wide fiberglass 
over wood, heavy construction, 453 gm diesel 
6,000 hrs. hurth gear 1,500 hrs. Wagner steer-
ing and pilot, Furuno radar and aluminum  
rigging. Boat is in Fanny Bay B.C. Asking $45,000  
Canadian. Phone 1 (250) 335-1437.

FOR SALE
Lightboat for sale with permit boat is also a 
solid fiberglass Coast Guard certified charter 
boat priced to sell quickly $675,000 dollars call 
Don (949) 279-9369.

FOR SALE
California Market Squid Boat. Boat holds 75 
ton of RSW squid. Priced to sell quickly. Comes 
with market and captain. Great producer every 
year. Price is 3.1 million including net and  
skiff. Recent survey and recently painted. New 
machinery and hydraulics in last few years. Call 
Don (949) 279-9369.

FOR SALE
1974 Aluminum 54' Seiner. Packs 73,000 in 
RSW. 3406B Cat, 40 KW Susie. Located in Port 
Townsend. Soon to be undergoing repairs and 
upgrades. Price may increase as work progress-
es in 2016. Currently asking $380,000 cash 
or $80,000 per year for 5 years (lease option).  
(360) 531-3074. 

FOR SALE
61' shallow draft tender. Twin 6-71 mains. Packs 
75k in 18ton IMS chiller. 75kw Deere, 20kw  
Lugger. 80-100 day contract available to  
qualified buyer. 240k. (941) 730-7474.

Choose HOMER for your boat work

www.homermarinetrades.com

TWIN DISC MarINe TraNSMIS-
sions, Caterpillar and Cummins Engines 
& parts. New and rebuilt, biggest selection 
of used ENG & Gear parts in the world 
available. Worldwide shipping. Best pric-
ing. Call Steve at Marine Engine & Gear 
781-837-5424 or email at twindiscgears@
verizon.net

Run as is

Please make changes as indicated

May 09 Fishermen’s News

FOR LEASE
Secure your lease for the Dungeness 
crab season today! 300 pot WA coast  
Dungeness permit for lease. Permit is good  
up to 58'. (360) 268-2433.

FOR SALE
54' Fiberglass salmon/albacore freezer troller, 
1800 gallon fuel capacity, 15 ton fish hold. 
Very comfortable sea boat, owner retired.  
Asking price $275,000 USD. (360) 280-2675  
Calls only.

FOR SALE
F/V Hadassah – 58x19 Delta seiner, longliner,pot 
boat. 343 main, 30kw generator, 7-182-9kw 
Northern Lights generator, upgrades include 
large rolling chaulks, UHMW guards, metalized 
hydro valves and SS lines, bulbous bow, Furuno 
sonar, Pilkington deck winch, complete new RSW 
system. Also available, net longline gear and cod 
pot gear, and 19’ Rozema skiff. (907) 399-7219.

FOR SALE
Have two California light-market Brail Boat 
licenses for sale. Call Don. (949) 279-9369. 
Prices reduced to $250,000 U.S. dollars.

WANTED
California near-shore permit needed. Right away! 
Buyer has cash. Please call Don. (949) 279-9369.

FOR SALE
Have multiple squid light permits priced to sell 
quickly. $199,000 dollars or make offer. Call 
Donny (949) 279-9369.
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don’t want to base management on unreviewed or cursory  
information.”

The paper that was submitted to the PFMC will be “put into 
the mix and considered, but this is science, and it has to be 
reviewed and peer-reviewed,” Griffin said. “We don’t want to 
rush to judgment.”

The fishery’s overfishing threshold is 100,000 metric tons, 
and Griffin said anchovy populations are “mostly susceptible to  
environmental conditions.”

As management questions are raised, anchovy fishermen are 
noting near-shore abundance.

Neil Guglielmo has fished for anchovy off Moss Landing for 
many years.

“We’ve never caught ’em so easily as we have in the last 
month or two,” he said when interviewed in late October.

But marketing the catch has limitations. Due to an ongoing 
Department of Public Health warning about domoic acid  
levels, anchovy is harvested mainly for bait, with Australia being a  
primary market.  

– Daniel Mintz

Anchovy debate continued from page 7

Dutch Harbor Report continued from page 23

The hovercraft was not only expensive but unreliable, frequent-
ly grounded by wild wind and water in Akutan Strait. One day it  
ran, the next day it couldn’t because of the weather conditions,  
Gifford said.

The little village of Akutan and the Trident plant formerly were 
serviced by Peninsula Airways, which three years ago stopped  
flying its 1940s-vintage amphibious Grumman Goose between 
Dutch Harbor and Akutan.

The 4,500-foot paved airport on Akun opened in September 
2012 and is now serviced by Grant Aviation.

Jim Paulin is a longtime Unalaska/Dutch Harbor journalist.

Southern Climes continued from page 27

commissioners have approved a “right to fish” ordinance  
shielding fishermen from complaints about noise and odor,  
suspicion over future plans for the island lingers.

And the concern radiates beyond Humboldt Bay. Largely 
thanks to the rallying of Ken Bates, the HFMA’s vice president, 
the zoning issue is on the radar of fishing groups and industry 
participants throughout the coast.

Comments opposing a rezone included letters from the Ameri-
can Albacore Fishing Association, the Western Fishboat Owners 
Association, the Coalition of Coastal Fisheries, and fishermen’s 
associations from Morro Bay, Oregon, and Washington state.

The zoning question’s not settled yet, however. The planning 
commission’s vote is essentially a recommendation to the Eureka 
City Council, which will consider Woodley Island land use as it 
updates the city’s General Plan.

Daniel Mintz reports from Eureka, Calif.

river next season – and for the remainder of their lives.
“Small fish gain enough to make this risk worthwhile because 

they can pack on a good deal of growth in a summer at sea,” said 
senior author Tom Quinn, a UW professor of aquatic and fishery 
sciences. “However, fish that are already big will only grow a bit 
more, and there are still predators that can eat them. So, in this 
case the big fish retire from anadromy at a certain age and stay in 
the river, waiting for the ocean to come to them – in the form of 
the eggs released by the salmon.”

Ear bone evidence: The researchers observed this pattern 
by looking at the ear bone, called an otolith, of more than 300  
Dolly Varden fish. When cross-sectioned, otoliths show a growth 
ring for each year of life, providing the age of the fish. Otoliths 
also record natural variation in water chemistry. Marine water 
has a higher concentration of the element strontium, so a spike 
in strontium on a fish’s otolith means it migrated to the ocean  
that year.

In this pristine Alaska watershed, Dolly Varden retirement 
plans depend on a healthy sockeye salmon run. If low numbers 
of sockeye return to spawn one year, that could force the Dolly 
Varden to migrate to sea again for food. Likewise, Dolly Varden 
rely on cool rivers in the winter and spring to slow down their 
metabolism and conserve energy. If rivers warm under climate 
change, it could prevent the fish from living off their reserves 
all year.

In both cases, they would be forced to seek a new feeding  
pattern.

“This population is clearly on the edge between two extremes, 
and their life history patterns could shift to complete residency 
or anadromy depending on climate change and the health of the 
other species they interact with,” Bond said.

Retiring trout continued from page 20

Other Pacific trout, including sea-run cutthroat and bull trout, 
which are listed as threatened in Washington, might also retire 
given the right ecological circumstances. More studies are need-
ed to know whether this is happening, though it’s likely the trout 
wouldn’t have access to the same abundance of salmon eggs, 
researchers said, because the spawning activity in Washington’s 
rivers is much less than in Alaska.

The research took place as part of the UW’s long-tenured 
Alaska Salmon Program, where scientists are studying a range 
of issues including population genetics, migration patterns, and 
the relationship between salmon and bears. The program is the 
world’s longest-running effort to monitor salmon and their eco-
systems.

This study was funded by the Gordon and Betty Moore Foun-
dation, the National Science Foundation, the U.S. Army Corps of 
Engineers, and the H. Mason Keeler and other endowments at 
the UW. The paper’s other co-author is Jessica Miller of Oregon 
State University.

– University of Washington



 Foss Maritime’s two full service shipyards can take on any 
new build or repair project. From regular maintenance  
to cutting edge technology and major conversions, we keep 
your fleet moving forward.

Full service shipyards • 800.426.2885 • www.foss.com • Always Safe. Always Ready.

THE DOCK WILL 
SEE YOU NOW.



Powerful Solutions.

Our marine professionals can help you navigate your options and improve your bottom line. 

Washington: Rich Murdy (425) 277-5329 
Oregon/Alaska: Mike Fourtner (360) 742-2864 
Alaska: George Piaskowski (907) 750-8055
British Columbia: Cary Griffiths  (604) 785-7151
cumminsnorthwest.com

Cummins offers a full range of EPA Tier 3 propulsion and auxiliary solutions from 6.7 to 60 
liters. Cummins Tier 3 product line applies advanced combustion technology to reduce
emissions in-cylinder without the need for aftertreatment and will serve as the platform for
future, more stringent emissions in the U.S. and globally. These engines run cleaner and 
stronger with exceptional dependability and durability. 

Built by Bay Weld  Boats
QSC8.3 Engine

When You Have A Job To Do.


