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ON THE COVER: Mike Petersen Jr. aboard the trawler Aleutian 
Challenger, fishing for cod last October northeast of the 
Pribilof Islands. He’s the grandson of the late Rudy Petersen, 
who was a prominent player in the Alaska fishing industry. 
Petersen Jr. has 16 years in the industry, including four years as 
mate on the Aleutian Challenger. Brent Thomas photo
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A hugely important story in the North Pacific fisheries – and yet one of the 
most neglected – is the growth and maturation of the community development 
quota program.

Under this federal initiative, launched in 1992, six nonprofit companies  
manage Bering Sea catch shares for the benefit of often disadvantaged Western 
Alaska villages.

The six regional companies appear to be, from the outside, quite successful 
in building hundreds of millions of dollars in assets including vessels, fishing 
rights, plants, and Wall Street investment portfolios.

The companies operate rather quietly – we really don’t hear much from them, 
except when they occasionally fight with one another.

One window into the CDQ world is the annual report each company  
posts online.

The 2014 annual reports came out recently. As usual, lots of pages are  
devoted to showcasing all the benefits the companies are returning to the  
villages – jobs, training, scholarships, loan programs, grants, support for  
local fisheries.

We take it on faith that all these benefits are actually making a significant  
difference in the villages.

But here’s something we know for sure: A few people working in CDQ head 
offices are benefitting handsomely.

In the fine print toward the back of the annual reports, interested readers can 
find disclosures, required under the law, on pay for top CDQ employees.

Five of the six CDQ companies pay at least five people well over $100,000 
per year. The largest company, Coastal Villages Region Fund, pays five office  
staffers more than $200,000 each, with Executive Director Morgen Crow  
topping the list with a salary of $475,000. Coastal’s director of business  
development, Angela Pinsonneault, and Bering Sea operations general  
manager, Michael Coleman, each made $275,000 in salary in 2014, plus bonuses 
of $65,000 and $30,000, respectively.

At one of the smaller CDQ companies, Aleutian Pribilof Island Community 
Development Association, longtime CEO Larry Cotter’s salary is $325,000.

These companies are quick to note that their boards, comprised mainly of  
village residents, are in charge. Sitting on these boards is more than just an 
honor – it’s income. For example, Norton Sound Economic Development Corp. 
pays its board members an “honorarium” of $300 for each day they attend 
meetings. They also receive a monthly stipend of $750.

That’s good money in the village. And so, one wonders whether board  
members dare seriously challenge company management.

The CDQ companies were built upon, and still hold, lucrative shares of 
the nation’s fish. They have a duty to community service. As the companies  
continue to grow, all involved with the CDQ program must be ever mindful of 
the potentially corrosive effects of wealth.

      
The codend: This issue is packed with trawling news. In Alaska, groundfish 

stocks continue to look healthy, which is a blessing for the trawl industry. Turn 
to page 8 for a report on this year’s quotas.
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KEEPING UP

It’s FREE! It’s DAILY!*
It’s the best commercial fishing news digest 
available in the North Pacific. Here’s some of 
what you missed by not reading Fish Wrap.

FishWrap

*You can subscribe to Fish Wrap by sending an email to circulation@nwpublishingcenter.com. Write your first 
name, your last name, and the words “Fish Wrap.” Do it now, before you go another month without Fish Wrap.

Sitka herring outlook: The quota for the 
2016 season is up sharply to 15,674 tons.  
– deckboss.blogspot.com

Fukushima and fish: New tests “continue 
to show fish from Alaska waters are safe 
from radionuclides related to the nuclear 
reactor damage in Japan.” – dec.alaska.gov

More ASMI moves: The Alaska Seafood 
Marketing Institute, which recently  
installed a new executive director, has  
hired sustainability and technical directors.  
– scribd.com

Halibut outlook: The stock looks stable  
and so do potential 2016 quotas, according 
to a staff presentation to the International 
Pacific Halibut Commission. – iphc.int

Bristol Bay debate: The Alaska Board of 
Fisheries hears mixed views on permit  
stacking proposals. – kdlg.org

Could be better: The Alaska Department of 
Fish and Game has posted Chinook salmon 
forecasts for the Stikine and Taku rivers.  
– adfg.alaska.gov

Shifting sands: The Alaska Board of  
Fisheries is creating a committee to consider 
Bristol Bay setnet site boundaries affected 
by coastal erosion. – kdlg.org

The black market: Federal authorities are 
highlighting the problem of illegal sales of 
sport-caught Alaska halibut. – nmfs.noaa.gov

Sailor take warning: The U.S. Coast Guard 
has issued a heavy weather bulletin for the 
Aleutian Islands and Bering Sea.  
– uscgnews.com

Pain on the horizon: Fishing is among  
Alaska industries eying Gov. Bill Walker’s 
stark budget proposal. – adn.com

Traffic halted: The U.S. Coast Guard on  
Friday closed all maritime entrances in  
the Pacific Northwest due to severe sea  
conditions and large amounts of debris in 
the water. – d13.uscgnews.com

‘Minimal changes’: The Bristol Bay  
Regional Seafood Development Association 
highlights results from the recent Alaska 
Board of Fisheries meeting. – kdlg.org

Budget crunch: Alaska is trying to figure 
out how to trim the cost of running its fish 
and game boards. – kdlg.org

‘Frankenfish’ fight: The congressional 
omnibus spending bill includes a provision 
to require the Food and Drug Administra-
tion to develop guidelines for the manda-
tory labeling of genetically engineered 
salmon, Sen. Maria Cantwell said.  
– cantwell.senate.gov

Trawlers, get ready: The state has set 
a 5,950-ton quota for the Prince William 
Sound pollock fishery opening Jan. 20.  
– adfg.alaska.gov

Domoic acid persists: California is  
maintaining its Dungeness and rock crab 
closures. – cdfwmarine.wordpress.com

Crabbing cleared to begin: After a long 
delay due to domoic acid, commercial 
Dungeness fisheries will open Jan. 4 in Ore-
gon and Washington. – dailyastorian.com

Policing the fisheries: A new federal 
report highlights significant law enforce-
ment cases from around the nation.  
– nmfs.noaa.gov

Blurred boundaries: An Alaska Board 
of Fisheries committee will meet Jan. 4 to 
consider coastal erosion impacts on setnet 
operations. – adfg.alaska.gov
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COMMENTARY by EILEEN SOBECK

Editor’s note: The following is a message from Eileen Sobeck, head 
of NOAA Fisheries. It was published originally on Nov. 24, 2015, 
on the agency’s website.

Visionary. No other word quite describes the passion and 
commitment that Congress – among them the late U.S. 

Sens. Warren Magnuson, D-Washington, and Ted Stevens, 
R-Alaska – had for our nation’s fisheries when they authored 
the original Magnuson Fishery Conservation and Manage-
ment Act (MSA) nearly four decades ago.

Over the next six months, NOAA Fisheries will highlight 
the nation’s investment in its fisheries and our journey toward sustainability – a journey 
of evolving science, technology, and innovative management strategies that today is influ-
encing the international management of global fisheries.

To appreciate where we are today, it’s helpful to take a look back at where we’ve been.
Originally signed into law on April 13, 1976, the MSA has served as the nation’s road 

map to sustainably managed fisheries. When our journey began, foreign fleets were  
scouring our waters and fish stocks were collapsing. Today the United States is a  
global leader in responsibly managed fisheries, sustainable seafood, and world-class  
recreational fisheries.

The 40th anniversary of the MSA is a great time to reflect on the magnitude of this law 
and how it changed our approach to the science and management of ocean resources and 
influenced the public and international dialogue on marine stewardship.

The impact of the MSA has been profound. In 2014, NOAA Fisheries announced that 
overfishing and overfished numbers hit historic all-time lows, with just 8 percent of  
managed fish stocks on the overfishing list and 16 percent of stocks considered over-
fished – all of them under rebuilding plans. That same year, our nation’s commercial and  
recreational fisheries contributed nearly $200 billion to the U.S. economy and supported 
1.7 million jobs.

With numbers like these, it’s easy to see why the United States is recognized as a glob-
al leader in fisheries management. This hard-earned reputation is the direct result of 40 
years of investment in building the infrastructure necessary to deliver a science-based 
management process that is peer-reviewed and transparent, involves strong stakeholder 
participation, and is premised on public-private partnerships through the eight regional 
fishery management councils.

But although we are seeing a great deal of success, not all fisheries are rebounding.  
The complexities of climate change and the need to adapt to an ever-changing ocean  
environment will continue to challenge the delicate balance between sustainability and 
economic impacts. To help address these complexities, we will continue our investments 
in science-based management. Forty years under the MSA has taught us that “sustainable 
fisheries” are not an end point or destination, but rather a dynamic process of continuous 
monitoring, improvements, and adaptability.

Despite the rocky condition of our fisheries 40 years ago, today the United States 
is home to some of the largest, most sustainable fisheries in the world and is actively  
preventing overfishing and rebuilding overfished stocks at a remarkable rate. This  
hard-earned reputation is worth protecting and advancing.

I would like to take this opportunity to thank you – our fishermen and fishing  
industries, our coastal and conservation communities alike – for your participation and 
investment in this remarkable journey that has come to characterize our nation’s fisheries.

This month, we will begin to celebrate these achievements. I encourage all of you  
to keep your eyes on the future and continue to help push sustainable fisheries  
management forward, perhaps in ways we can’t even imagine today. Let’s continue to 
build on our success.  

Celebrating 40 years of the  
Magnuson-Stevens Act
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NEWS NET

Pacific Choice Seafood Co. has filed a lawsuit that takes aim at 
“unlawful provisions” of the West Coast’s groundfish trawl 

program and focuses on a key quota limit rule.
Owned by Pacific Seafood Group, one of the most powerful 

seafood companies in the United States, Pacific Choice operates 
processing facilities and fishing vessels in Northern California and 
Southern Oregon.

The company claims that “the Northern California commercial 
groundfish fishing industry faces possible extinction” if the pro-
gram continues, and that the company’s processing plant in Eureka 
could be forced to shut down because of it.

Naming the National Marine Fisheries Service and Commerce 
Secretary Penny Pritzker as defendants, Pacific Choice is alleging 
that the West Coast groundfish individual fishing quota (IFQ)  
program’s aggregate limit on ownership of quota shares  
“supplants well-established common and statutory law without 
statutory authority to do so.”

The lawsuit was filed Dec. 4 in U.S. District Court at Eureka.
‘Seriously threatened’: The IFQ program caps permit holder 

ownership of quota shares at 2.7 percent of the program’s total. 
The root of the company’s objection is application of a require-
ment to divest quota shares by Nov. 30, 2015, if the aggregate limit  
is surpassed.

Two of Pacific Choice’s West Coast subsidiaries – Pacific  
Fishing LLC and Sea Princess LLC, both based in Oregon – are also 
plaintiffs. Sea Princess is one of six corporations owned by Pacific 

Processor challenges West Coast groundfish program
Fishing, and each one of them operates a groundfish trawler.

The lawsuit states that the plaintiffs have been “forced to divest 
(quota shares) as a result of the IFQ program” and describes the 
aggregate limit’s blanket application to separate corporations as 
being “incompatible with well-established principles of corporate 
and agency law.”

Another alleged result is that the “ongoing viability” of Pacific 
Choice’s processing facility in Eureka – one of several coastal cities 
where the company is a lone buyer – is “seriously threatened.”

The lawsuit describes Pacific Choice as being essential to the 
health of Eureka’s groundfish industry.

“More than half of the groundfish delivered to Pacific Choice 
come from only four fishing vessels, all of which are owned by 
Pacific Fishing,” it states. “Without the Eureka facility and these 
four vessels, groundfish processing opportunities in Eureka would 
be severely diminished.”

Market dominance: Many fishermen will find it ironic that the 
lawsuit describes the company’s ownership of Eureka’s only pro-
cessing plant as a symptom of industry decline caused by “histori-
cal economic and management factors.” Pacific Choice has bought 
many processing plants throughout the West Coast, including the 
2001 purchase of Eureka Fisheries.

Pacific Seafood’s widespread control of the West Coast  
processing industry triggered an antitrust lawsuit in 2010, and  
fishermen dissatisfied with the company’s ex-vessel price-setting 
have at times gone on strike.

Alaska fishermen could feel pain of state budget cuts
The Alaska seafood industry is likely to feel the impact of state 

budget cuts this year.
Gov. Bill Walker’s proposed budget would cut about $2.1 million 

from the Alaska Department of Fish and Game’s commercial fish-
eries division, with reductions across management areas.

“We are all pulling together on this,” department Commissioner 
Sam Cotten said. “There is going to be impacts.”

The department has ranked projects on the basis of importance 
and effectiveness.

Some savings could be realized around inactive fisheries.
An example is the once-vibrant Cook Inlet herring fishery. 

Recent surveys found insufficient herring for a commercial fishery. 
The department would like to continue monitoring the stock, but 
that survey might be discontinued.

In other areas, the department is partnering with local interests 
to pay for projects such as a counting tower in Bristol Bay.

“In that case, hopefully, we won’t have an impact, but that is 
not going to always be the case,” Cotten said. “The industry trade 
groups and the processing groups that come and talk to us are very 
supportive and want to help with the budget. They recognize that 
if you reduce our professional capability, then we are going to have 
to operate more conservatively.”

That means offering less access to the resource. “That is in sport, 
subsistence, and commercial fisheries,” Cotten said.

Tax hikes: To help with cuts, 1 percent increases have been 
proposed for the Fisheries Business Tax and the Fishery Resource 
Landing Tax. The business tax, also called the “raw fish tax,” is 
levied on Alaska processors. The landing tax applies to offshore 

by KLAS STOLPE

Continued on page 30

The Alaska Legislature, which began a new session on Jan. 19, is weigh-
ing budget cuts that could seriously impact the Department of Fish and 
Game and the Alaska Seafood Marketing Institute. Wesley Loy photo

processors, such as factory trawlers, that bring their products to 
Alaska ports such as Dutch Harbor for shipment.

“I think some fishermen are willing to contribute more in 
exchange for solid management and continued opportunity for 
access,” Cotten said.

One area of concern, outlined by department budget documents, 
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is research, which in some cases already has been impacted by 
reduced state and federal funding. That includes research into the 
recent low Chinook productivity and abundance in the Yukon, 
Kuskokwim, and Cook Inlet regions and research on Bering  
Sea crab.

Some of the ongoing Chinook work was curbed or cut this fiscal year  
due to limited resources.

A drop in federal funding would further restrict the ability to 
do at-sea research and assessment surveys on crab stocks in the 
Bering Sea and Aleutian Islands, a department report said. That 
work is necessary to ensure sustainable management of the lucra-
tive fisheries.

Challenge to legislators: The Alaska Legislature ultimately 
holds the purse strings on state spending. Lawmakers began their 
90-day regular session on Jan. 19.

If the department doesn’t have the resources it needs to collect 
information, it will automatically become much more conserva-
tive in catch allotments, said state Rep. Dan Ortiz, an independent  
from Ketchikan.

“Ultimately, that then becomes problematic for the individual 
fisherman,” said Ortiz, who serves on the House Special Commit-
tee on Fisheries.

Ortiz said that when he talks with individual fishermen and indus-
try representatives, they all say, “Yeah, you do need to make cuts in 
government spending.” But at the same time, Fish and Game needs 
to be able to do its job, he said.

For this fiscal year, the department trimmed five full-time  
positions, and 20 seasonal positions were reduced or cut. Also, 
some vacant positions were eliminated.

Ortiz noted Fish and Game is just one piece of a larger state  
budget, and the state is facing a large deficit due to low oil prices. 

Cuts must be made in a way that doesn’t hurt industry, state trans-
portation infrastructure, or educational opportunities for children, 
he said.

“In the end, the solution is going to have to come from some sort 
of new revenues,” Ortiz said.

ASMI impacts: The Alaska Seafood Marketing Institute, tasked 
with increasing the economic value of Alaska seafood through 
brand awareness, research, and other means, would see some state 
money replaced by industry assessments under the proposed bud-
get.

ASMI Executive Director Alexa Tonkovich said the governor’s 
proposed budget would cut state funds to ASMI by about $1.5 mil-
lion, from $4.9 million this fiscal year to $3.4 next year.

The agency is active domestically and in 21 foreign countries and 
receives funding from the state, the U.S. Department of Agricul-
ture, and industry assessment taxes.

ASMI is “prepared to have to operate with a leaner budget next 
year,” Tonkovich said. “While we can always use more dollars to 
promote Alaska seafood in a competitive landscape, we are grate-
ful for the governor’s support in maintaining a good portion of our 
state funding.”

Other items to watch: State officials are expected to discuss eas-
ing access to loans for permit or boat purchases, thus helping new 
or younger people get involved in the industry.

There is also legislation by Rep. Jonathan Kreiss-Tomkins, D- 
Sitka, designed to keep permits in Alaska fishing communities.

Kathy Hansen, executive director of the Southeast Alaska Fisher-
men’s Alliance, said she wasn’t prepared to comment on the gover-
nor’s budget until further researching the proposed cuts.

However, Hansen said, anytime the state cuts the Fish and Game 
budget, managers become more conservative.  
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Alaska’s groundfish stocks appear generally healthy and will 
support world-class commercial harvests again this year.

Groundfish include pollock, Pacific cod, sablefish, Atka  
mackerel, Pacific Ocean perch, rockfish, and a variety of soles 
and flounders known as flatfish. Halibut are not classified  
as groundfish.

The North Pacific Fishery Management Council in December 

Big and rich: 
Alaska groundfish quotas 
stay strong for 2016

by WESLEY LOY

recommended the 2016 total allowable catch 
(TAC) for each species. The TACs were subject 
to U.S. Commerce Department approval.

The largest catch quotas are in the Bering Sea 
and Aleutian Islands, where overall stock status 
looks favorable. “Nearly all stocks are above 
their target biomass size,” the council reported 
in its December newsletter. “The sum of the bio-
masses for 2016 represents an 11 percent increase 
from 2015.”

The council set an Eastern Bering Sea  
pollock TAC of 1.34 million metric tons, up 2.3 
percent from last year. Bering Sea pollock is the 
nation’s largest fishery by volume.

The cod TAC was set at 251,519 tons, up 0.8 
percent. Yellowfin sole is down 3.4 percent to 
144,000 tons.

Groundfish also supports major fisheries in 
the Gulf of Alaska, although not as large as the 
Bering Sea.

Gulf pollock is up sharply this year with a 
TAC of 257,872 tons, a 29.5 percent increase. Cod 
is down 4.4 percent to 71,925 tons, and sablefish 
is down 13.6 percent to 9,087 tons.

The bulk of Alaska groundfish is taken with 
trawl gear. Other gear types widely used to 
catch cod and other groundfish include long-
lines, pots, and jig gear.

Hugely valuable: Groundfish may lack the 
cachet of other Alaska fish such as Chinook 
salmon or king crab, but it rules in terms of both 
volume and value.

The groundfish harvest totaled 2.3 million 
tons in 2014, including catches in federal and 
state waters. That’s more than five times the 
combined catch of Alaska’s other species (salm-
on, halibut, herring, and shellfish).

Groundfish ex-vessel value in 2014 was $937.5 
million, or 51 percent of the total for all Alaska 
fisheries that year.

In terms of first wholesale value, or the 
gross value of the groundfish catch after pri-
mary processing, the 2014 harvest was worth a  
staggering $2.35 billion, federal figures show. 

Pollock quotas are up this year in the Bering Sea and Gulf of Alaska. 
NOAA photo
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That compares to $1.4 billion for the state’s  
salmon harvest.

Because of its size, the pollock harvest  
dominates the groundfish statistics. The first 
wholesale value of the 2014 pollock catch was 
$1.4 billion.

Sablefish slump: One concern for Alaska 
groundfish is the long downward trend for 
sablefish, or black cod, historically valued 
mainly in Asia but increasingly favored among 
American chefs.

Sablefish are long-lived, with ages over 40 
years regularly recorded.

Annual catches in Alaska averaged about 
1,700 tons from 1930 to 1957, and exploitation 
rates remained low until Japanese vessels began 
fishing for sablefish in the Bering Sea in 1958 
and the Gulf of Alaska in 1963. The 1972 catch 
was the all-time high at 53,080 tons.

Fishing for sablefish is most intense in 
the gulf, with Bering Sea TACs rarely taken  
in full.

Alaska catches generally have trended down 
in recent decades. The 2014 catch of 11,582 tons 
was the lowest since 1980.

“Spawning biomass is projected to decline 
through 2018, and then is expected to increase 
assuming average recruitment,” the latest  
federal assessment of the Alaska sablefish  
stock says.  

The North Pacific Fishery Management Council in 
December set the 2016 total allowable catch (TAC) for 
Alaska groundfish. Here are the TACs for key species and the 
percent change from 2015.

BERING SEA AND ALEUTIAN ISLANDS

n Bering Sea pollock, 1,340,000 tons, up 2.3 percent
n Pacific cod, 251,519 tons, up 0.8 percent
n Yellowfin sole, 144,000 tons, down 3.4 percent
n Atka mackerel, 55,000 tons, up 0.9 percent
n Pacific Ocean perch, 31,900 tons, down 0.4 percent
n Sablefish, 2,708 tons, down 13.6 percent

GULF OF ALASKA

n Pollock, 257,872 tons, up 29.5 percent
n Pacific cod, 71,925 tons, down 4.4 percent
n Pacific Ocean perch, 24,437 tons, up 16.3 percent
n Sablefish, 9,087 tons, down 13.6 percent

The TACs are subject to U.S. commerce secretary approval.

2016 Alaska groundfish  
catch limits
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GROUNDFISH FOCUS

A trawling group wants to test crab bycatch rates in two  
protected areas of the Bering Sea, but it’s refining its  
proposal in response to recent comments from the North 

Pacific Fishery Management Council’s science advisers.
The proposal is notable in that it seems to have the support of 

commercial crabbers – historically, rivals with trawlers.
The Alaska Seafood Cooperative in October 2015 applied for 

a special permit to allow up to five catcher-processor vessels to  
conduct test trawling in two Bering Sea areas that are now closed 
to trawl gear – Area 516 and the Bristol Bay Red King Crab  
Savings Area. These areas are east of the fishing industry hub of 
Dutch Harbor.

The intent was to have the application reviewed by the council 
at its meeting this past December, but the need for revisions has 
bumped the review date to October 2016.

In the permit application, John Gauvin, the cooperative’s fish-
eries science projects director, noted that both areas have been 
closed to trawling since at least 1999, and “the distribution of crab  
during the winter and spring relative to the closure areas has not 
been evaluated since implementation of the closures.”

The closures reduce the trawl fleet’s ability “to follow the dense 
schools of target flatfish species as they make seasonal movements 
across the eastern portion of the Bering Sea shelf,” Gauvin said, 
adding that “from the sector’s experience, bycatch is minimized 
when fishing concentrates on dense aggregations of target species, 
allowing for shorter towing times and cleaner results.”

The test trawling would take place over a two-year period, both 
inside the closed areas and in adjacent areas outside of them. The 
trawlers would fish for flatfish, mainly rock sole and yellowfin 
sole, and all bycatch would fall within overall prohibited species 
catch limits.

Considerable support: The Alaska Seafood Cooperative  
represents fishing companies that target a range of fish other than 
pollock, including sole, cod, Pacific Ocean perch, and Atka mack-
erel. Company boats use non-pelagic trawl gear, or gear that can 
contact the bottom, and head, gut, and freeze their catch at sea.

The organization’s test proposal has drawn general recognition 

by DANIEL MINTZ 

Trawl
 test

A groundfish fleet wants 
access to Bering Sea 
areas closed to protect 
crab – and crabbers are  
supporting the idea

as potentially beneficial.
In its published notice of the permit application, the National 

Marine Fisheries Service stated that the experimental trawling “has 
the potential to promote the objectives of the Magnuson-Stevens 
Fishery Conservation and Management Act.”

Alaska Bering Sea Crabbers, a trade association, is support-
ing the application. In a Nov. 30, 2015, letter to the council, Ruth  
Christiansen, the group’s science adviser and policy analyst, said 
that the pilot project offers the “opportunity to collect essential data 
from a full census of all crab species taken during the course of 
normal flatfish fishery operations.”

Christiansen added that the test fishing would provide needed 
data on crab gender, shell condition, size, and embryo clutches.

But a different kind of potential was cited in a Dec. 1, 2015,  
letter from Jon Warrenchuk, senior scientist and campaign manager 
for the Oceana environmental advocacy group. He wrote that the 
test fishery could have “detrimental impacts to the Bristol Bay crab 
stock” as well as to halibut and walrus.

The special permit request is understandable, Warrenchuk said, 
as “access to habitats that have been closed to trawling could have 
the potential for increased operational efficiency and lucrative  
fishery catches.”

But he asserted that management measures, including area  
closures, had led to the recovery of the Bristol Bay crab stock.

He concluded his letter by writing that the proposal “fails to 
provide adequate justification for the council to recommend its 
approval and should be denied.”

Questions on methodology: Enter the council’s Scientific 
and Statistical Committee (SSC), which provided a report for 
the December meeting, explaining that the permit application 
would be revised. The report acknowledged the proposal’s  
potential benefits but directed improvements in its methodology.

“The Bristol Bay trawl closures for red king crab have been in 
place since the 1990s, so an investigation into the efficacy of these 
closures is overdue,” it said. “The SSC is very supportive of such 
efforts and feels that given the importance of their conclusions  
for evaluation of management alternatives, such studies should be 
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 Foss Maritime’s two full service shipyards can take on any  
new build or repair project. From regular maintenance to  
cutting edge technology and major conversions, we keep your 
fleet moving forward.

Full service shipyards • 800.426.2885 • www.foss.com 
Always Safe. Always Ready.

THE DOCK WILL 
SEE YOU NOW.

scientifically credible.”
Credibility issues are raised in the report, 

which described the proposal as being 
“vague in a number of regards,” such as 
“how participating vessels will go about 
their fishing operations.”

That’s important to define, the report 
continued, because the way the test fishing 
is done can “bias the outcomes.”

Justification for the number of trawl tows 
proposed – between 1,250 and 1,500 – was 
lacking in the permit application, accord-
ing to the report, and “a power analysis 
could have been conducted to evaluate the  
number of tows required to detect a  

difference in catch rates inside versus  
outside the closed areas.”

The report ultimately recommended 
that a “two-step process over three years” 
be carried out. The first step would “entail 
analyses of already existing survey and 
commercial fishery data” and a revision of 
the proposal.

That would be followed by initial trawl 
testing, evaluation of the results, and a  
second phase of test trawling.

Temporary withdrawal: In response to 
the SSC’s concerns, the permit application 
was withdrawn.

It will be resubmitted later this year.

Gauvin’s assertion is that the experimen-
tal trawling will “help crab and ground-
fish scientists/managers, industry, and 
the interested public better understand  
tradeoffs for maintaining or modifying  
current closure areas.”

Even if the research trawling is suc-
cessful, its outcomes won’t be considered  
as definitive.

The SSC report stated that the results of 
test fishing inside and outside of the closed 
areas will be “insufficient to make informed 
management decisions,” and “follow-up 
scientific studies will be required.”  

Alaska pollock 
fisheries win MSC 
recertification

Alaska’s Bering Sea and Gulf of Alaska 
pollock fisheries have again won Marine 
Stewardship Council recertification.

The two fisheries originally were  
certified as sustainable in 2005 and recerti-
fied in 2010. This latest recertification came 
on Jan. 14.

“We are proud to be one of the 10 fisher-
ies globally to be certified as meeting the 
MSC’s rigorous sustainability standard 
three times,” said Jim Gilmore, of the At- 
sea Processors Association, which repre-
sents Bering Sea factory trawlers. “Alaska 
pollock continues to earn among the high-
est certification scores of any fishery in the 
MSC program. This recertification reaf-
firms the Alaska pollock industry’s contin-
ued leadership in responsible fishing.”

“Alaska pollock has successfully  
created and maintained new markets, 
especially in the U.S. and Europe, over 
the past decade,” said Brian Perkins, MSC 
regional director for the Americas. “We 
are extremely pleased to see this fishery 
 succeed in the MSC process yet again.”

Alaska’s pollock fisheries begin annu-
ally on Jan. 20. They comprise the larg-
est U.S. fishery and the largest certified 
sustainable fishery in the world, the  
MSC said.

Pollock is a versatile whitefish pro-
cessed into a wide range of goods such as 
fish sticks and surimi. The fish also yield  
valuable roe.

Primary markets for Alaska pollock 
products are the United States, Europe 
(where pollock is Germany’s most con-
sumed fish), and Japan, the MSC said.

The MSC is a nonprofit organization 
headquartered in London.  

– Wesley Loy
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SCIENCE

Evolution can happen quickly, even in 
a matter of decades, said University of  

Oregon biologist Bill Cresko.
That conclusion is based on the case of 

threespine stickleback, a tiny fish species 
native to seawater. In less than 50 years after 
the 1964 Alaska earthquake, populations of 
seawater stickleback – left isolated by geo-
logical uplift in freshwater ponds on islands 
in the Gulf of Alaska – adapted both their 
genetic makeup and external physical traits 
to survive.

The discovery by Cresko’s UO team in 
collaboration with University of Alaska sci-
entists is detailed in a paper appearing in 
the online early edition of the Proceedings 
of the National Academy of Sciences.

The stranded fish, Cresko said, expe-
rienced changes in both their genes and  
visible external traits such as eyes, shape, 
color, bone size, and body armor in their 
adaptation to fresh water.

Sudden environmental change: The 
findings are important for understanding the 
potential impacts of sudden environmental 
change on organisms in nature, he said.

“We’ve now moved the timescale of the 
evolution of stickleback fish to decades, 
and it may even be sooner than that,” said 
Cresko, who also is the UO’s associate 

Study shows fish evolved rapidly after 1964 Alaska quake
vice president for research. “In some of 
the populations that we studied we found 
evidence of changes in fewer than even 
10 years. For the field, it indicates that  
evolutionary change can happen quickly, 
and this likely has been happening with 
other organisms as well.”

Survival in a new environment is not 
new for stickleback, a small silver-colored 
fish found throughout the Northern Hemi-
sphere. A Cresko-led team, using a rapid 
genome-sequencing technology (RAD-
seq) created at the UO with collaborator 
Eric Johnson, showed in a 2010 paper how  
stickleback had evolved genetically to sur-
vive in fresh water after glaciers receded 
13,000 years ago. For the new study, 
researchers asked how rapidly such adapta-
tion could happen.

For the National Science Foundation-
funded project, stickleback collected by 
University of Alaska researchers from 
freshwater ponds on some of the islands 
were transported to Cresko’s lab in the  
UO Institute of Ecology and Evolution. The 
fish were studied using the same RAD-seq 
technology.

The genetic changes identified in the  
project were similar to those found in the 
earlier study, but they had occurred in 

less than 50 years in multiple, separate 
stickleback populations. Stickleback, the 
researchers concluded in the new paper, 
have evolved as a species over the long haul 
with regions of their genomes alternatively 
honed for either freshwater or marine life.

Insight on how species adapt: “This 
research perhaps opens a window on how 
climate change could affect all kinds of 
species,” said Susan L. Bassham, a senior 
research associate in Cresko’s lab who also 
was co-author of the 2010 paper. “What 
we’ve shown here is that organisms – even 
vertebrates, with long generation times – can 
respond very fast to environmental change.

“And this is not just a plastic change, 
like becoming tan in the sun; the genome 
itself is being rapidly reshaped,” she said. 
“Stickleback fish can adapt on this time 
scale because the species as a whole has 
evolved, over millions of years, a genetic 
bag of tricks for invading and surviving 
in new freshwater habitats. This hidden  
genetic diversity is always waiting for its 
chance, in the sea.”

The 2010 study appeared in the journal 
PLOS Genetics. In 2015 the journal named 
the paper as among its Top 10 articles  
published in its first decade.

– University of Oregon

The Alaska Fisheries Science Center, part of the National Marine 
Fisheries Service, has produced a new guide to species commonly 
known as cods in the eastern North Pacific.

These fish represent some of the most familiar fishes of the North 
Pacific, and they support some of 
the largest fisheries in the world, 
NMFS said.

Five families are represented: 
the true cods, grenadiers, codlings, 
hakes, and arrowtails.

The 84-page guide offers excel-
lent pictures and general descrip-
tions of each fish. It also includes 
histograms comparing maximum 
lengths, latitudinal ranges, and 
depth ranges for all species.

“This guide is designed to be 
used by researchers, students, 
and industry professionals to help 
identify these abundant, com-
mon, and commercially important  
species,” NMFS said.

The “Guide to the Gadiform 
Fishes of the Eastern North  
Pacific” is available online at 
tinyurl.com/j9muyzz.

– Wesley Loy

Bone up on your cods with
new NMFS guide
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SAFETY

Commercial Dungeness crab fishing on the 
West Coast is one of the highest risk occu-

pations in the United States, based on fatal-
ity rates. But non-fatal injuries in the fishery 
appear to go largely unreported, a new study 
from Oregon State University shows.

While the fatality rates in the Dungeness 
crab fleet have been reported in the past, the  
incidence of non-fatal injuries have not been 
previously studied, said Laurel Kincl, an  
assistant professor of environmental and occu-
pational health and safety in the OSU College 
of Public Health and Human Sciences.

“The commercial Dungeness fishing fleet, 
which operates along the coast of Oregon, 
Washington, and Northern California, is a 
vital economic commodity,” she said. “Injuries 
can be life-threatening and life-altering, lead-
ing to disability, decreased quality of life, and  
lost wages.”

Understanding the type and nature of fatali-
ties and injuries, including describing and cat-
egorizing the types of injuries, is the first step in 
identifying safety issues and pinpointing areas 
for prevention, she said.

Years of data: Kincl and a team of research-
ers examined 12 years of death and injury data, 
and found that 28 people died while commer-
cially fishing for Dungeness crab from 2002-14. 
In that same period, 45 injuries were reported 
to the U.S. Coast Guard.

The fatality rate among Dungeness crab  
fishermen is several times higher than the national rate for  
commercial fishing. But the injury rate among Dungeness  
fishermen is much lower than injury rates in other commercial  
fishing fleets that have been studied.

“Fatal injuries are tracked in a national system, but non-
fatal injuries are not,” Kincl said. “We knew there was likely  
underreporting, but we had no idea how low the injury numbers 
were until now.”

The findings, published in the latest issue of the journal Interna-
tional Maritime Health, are the first step to better understanding 
fishing injuries among Dungeness crab fishermen. The research is 
part of an OSU-led research project to identify and reduce the risks 
of injuries in the industry, Kincl said.

The Fishermen Led Injury Prevention Program, or FLIPP, is 
designed to take a new approach to fishing industry injury pre-
vention by working with commercial Dungeness crab fishermen 
to identify and reduce injury risks. The project is supported by  
a three-year, $825,000 grant from the National Institute for  
Occupational Safety and Health. Kincl is the principal investigator.

The lead author of the paper, Samantha Case, is a research-
er in the NIOSH office in Alaska. Other co-authors are OSU  
Associate Professor Viktor Bovbjerg, OSU doctoral student  
Laura Syron, and Devin Lucas, who earned his doctorate at OSU 

Death rate higher than injury rate in Dungeness fishery

and works at NIOSH.
Nature of deaths, injuries: The researchers found that the  

majority of the fatalities, about 71 percent, occurred during vessel 
disasters, such as boats capsizing or sinking. The other deaths were 
the result of a fisherman drowning or falling overboard. Fractures 
were the most commonly reported injury, at 40 percent, followed 
by hypothermia, lacerations, and digit amputations.

Working with Oregon Sea Grant and community research-
ers in local fishing communities, Kincl and her colleagues are  
meeting with focus groups of fishermen and surveying fishing 
crews along the Pacific coast to learn more about safety and inju-
ries in the industry.

“No one has ever gone up and down the coast and learned from 
the fishermen,” Kincl said. “What are they doing to stay safe?  
Are there things that can be improved? How can we share that 
information among the various crews?”

By the end of the project, researchers plan to come up with and 
test several interventions that could help reduce injuries among 
crab fishermen.

“We want to identify some things that might work, but we don’t 
want to tell them what to do,” Kincl said. “We want to let them 
decide what would be most helpful.”

– Oregon State University

Crab pots on the Oregon coast. OSU photo
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Editor’s note: NOAA’s Office of Law Enforcement (OLE) 
recently released its first-ever annual report. The report,  
covering fiscal year 2015, includes summaries of significant cas-
es from around the country. Here, we reprint the Alaska Division  
case summary.

• NOAA General Counsel settled with American Seafoods Co. 
for flow-scale tampering on three of their pollock catcher-proces-
sor vessels. The company paid a $1.75 million civil penalty. Flow 
scales are used to determine the weight of the vessel’s catches. 
By manipulating the scales, the company was able to catch more 
pollock than allowed. NOAA Fisheries observers on the vessels 
noticed discrepancies in the weight of their samples and reported 
their observations to OLE. The 
offenses took place in the Bering 
Sea in 2007, 2011, and 2012. The 
cases were investigated by two 
OLE agents.

• A notice of violation and 
assessment (NOVA) for $85,630 
was issued to the owner-operator 
of the Spicy Lady for violations 
occurring in 2010 that concerned 
retaining individual fishing quo-
ta (IFQ) halibut and sablefish in 
excess of the unharvested IFQ 
applicable to the relevant regula-
tory areas held by all IFQ permit 
holders aboard the vessel, and for 
failure to log halibut gear set or 
retrieval. The case was settled for 
$68,504.

• NOVAs totaling $61,000 were 
issued to the captains of the F/V 
Butterfly and the F/V Resolu-
tion, and to an IFQ permit holder, 
for harvesting halibut without 
the IFQ permit holder on board 
and unlawfully transshipping 
and landing the fish. Settlement 
agreements were reached with the 
Resolution’s captain and the IFQ 
permit holder.

• A NOVA for $59,901 was issued to the owner-operator of the 
F/V Ocean Oasis for retaining IFQ halibut on the vessel in excess of 
the unharvested IFQ applicable to the relevant regulatory area held 
by all IFQ permit holders aboard the vessel. The case was settled 
for $59,701.

• An employee of U.S. Seafoods on the F/V Alliance was 
charged with two counts of observer harassment for conduct that 
had the effect of interfering with observers’ work performance. 
The conduct occurred in 2011 and 2012. The company was charged 
with one count of negligent supervision of the employee related 
to the second count. NOVAs were issued to the employee and the  
company. The cases settled for a total of $57,000.

• An administrative law judge issued an initial decision favor-
able to NOAA in a civil penalty case concerning the F/V Carlynn. 
The owner-operator was found liable for retaining IFQ sablefish on 
board his vessel in a regulatory area for which he had no IFQ permit. 

The administrative law judge assessed a civil penalty of $4,600.
• A NOVA was issued for $100,000 to the corporate owner of 

the Russian-flagged fishing vessel Admiral Kolchak. The vessel 
was about 1,100 yards inside the maritime boundary line when 
it was detected by the U.S. Coast Guard. While the Coast Guard 
was unable to interdict and seize the vessel, the on-scene helicopter 
crew developed a case package clearly showing illegal fishing.

• On June 1, the Anchorage Office received a report of several 
dead Steller sea lions on a beach near Cordova. A special agent and 
an enforcement officer traveled to Cordova to investigate; their 
efforts were coordinated with NOAA’s Protected Resources Divi-
sion biologists, and the Coast Guard. A total of 15 sea lions, three 
harbor seals, one harbor porpoise, and one gray whale were found 

dead over a 20-mile area of sand-
bars in the Copper River delta. 
Though some of the animals were 
badly decomposed, there were 
indications that the animals had 
been killed deliberately. Investiga-
tion is ongoing; a reward of $7,500 
is offered for pertinent informa-
tion leading to the conviction of 
the guilty party.

• The owner and operator of 
the M/V L’ook, a tour boat oper-
ating out of Juneau, were charged 
with taking by harassment orcas 
and humpback whales. NOVAs 
totaling $13,230 were issued. The 
cases settled for $11,907.

Enforcement to  
the rescue

An enforcement officer assist-
ed in the rescue of two male  
individuals from the waters of 
Sumner Strait. The enforcement  
officer was on vessel patrol with 
an Alaska wildlife trooper and a 
U.S. Forest Service officer.

The two victims stated their 
boat sank suddenly while pulling commercial halibut gear and 
they had no time to call for help or utilize flotation devices. Without  
survival suits, the two fishermen were hypothermic in the 
50-degree water.

The trio of law enforcement officers had to act quickly to  
effectively recover the fishermen from the elements without  
harming them with the pitching patrol vessel or the partially  
submerged fishing boat.

While the trooper maneuvered the patrol vessel close to the  
sinking fishing vessel, the other two local enforcement  
officers pulled the men from the water, stripped wet clothes from  
them, wrapped them in wool blankets, and transported them  
back to Petersburg for medical attention and support from  
family members.

The NOAA Office of Law Enforcement annual report is posted at tinyurl.
com/zlk7b6z.

ENFORCEMENT

NOAA report highlights costly enforcement actions
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DECK TECH by LANGE SOLBERG

New gear for women, designed by women
Just in time for Valentine’s Day, Grundéns and Xtratuf have your 

gift ideas covered for that woman in your life who works in and 
around the commercial fishing industry. You may have seen the 
new Sedna raingear or women’s Xtratuf boots hit the shelves at 
your local marine distributor recently. If not, make the trip and take 
a look. After months of product development, feedback, and proto-
type testing with industry women, we finally have product on the 

shelves designed specifically 
for women looking for fits that 
aren’t as bulky and awkward 
as some unisex products can 
be for certain builds and body 
types.

For about six months now, 
Sedna bibs and jackets have 
been slowly infiltrating docks, 
wheelhouses, and back decks 
– and the women love them. 
Mat Jackson of Grundéns USA 
says that the product was in 
development for about two 
years before finally hitting the  
marketplace.

“We recognized the need for 
women’s gear both internally 
and through feedback from our 
customers in the industry,” he 
told me over the phone. “More 
and more women were asking 
for something less bulky, some-
thing that fit them better.”

A family effort : Mat’s 
father, Mike Jackson, former 
Bering Sea crabber and presi-
dent of Grundéns USA, and 
Mat’s mother, Kathy, collec-
tively ramped up the initial 
momentum during the early  
discussions of what women’s 
raingear could look like.

“Mom drove the dialogue 
and helped develop the line,” 

Mat said. “She always had a very mutual role with my dad in the 
fishing industry, and she recognized the need for something spe-
cific to women.”

Grundéns hired a technical product developer to consult and 
help compartmentalize the feedback while tweaking proto-
types and working out the technical specifics of the Sedna gear.  
Finally, Grundéns had something that women in the fishing  
industry loved.

What’s different in the Sedna?
“It’s all in the fit,” Jackson said.
While nothing in the makeup of the material differs from  

the traditional Grundéns garments we’re all familiar with,  

measurements throughout were changed. 
The bibs feature a higher cut in the chest, and 
the inseam was lengthened for a higher hip 
dimension. The jacket features a tailored fit 
with a tapered side seam.

The feedback on Sedna so far is exclusively positive, except 
for the common question of why Sedna is the only product line  
Grundéns is offering for women. Not to worry, according to  
Jackson: Keep an eye out for other garments forthcoming in 
2016, such as female versions of the Nightwatch puffy jacket, the  
Petrus jacket and bibs, the Weather Watch line, and a base  
layer package.

Boots with style: Moving 
south, Xtratuf has developed 
two boots designed for women 
that are just now hitting the 
shelves.

Available in sizes 6-11, the 
new Ocean and Floral boots 
are available for women who 
are looking for a fit actually 
designed on a woman’s last (a 
last is a foot-shaped form used 
by shoemakers).

The boots come in two non-
insulated versions. The Ocean 
style features a light blue ocean 
wave print on the inside of the 
boot with a “rub rail” on the 
bottom edge of the same col-
or. The boot itself is Xtratuf’s 
traditional brown. The Floral 
style has a flower design on the 
inside with the regular tan rub 
rail and brown exterior. The 
boots otherwise are similar in 
design to those that have made 
Xtratuf “the original fishing 

boot” – slip-resistant Chevron outsole, 100 percent waterproof, and 
acid-chemical resistant. Both styles should be available in February 
on store shelves.

The new year has come all too fast, and we now find ourselves 
approaching Valentine’s Day with prodding thoughts of preparing 
for the commencement of many 2016 fisheries. Treat yourself or 
your significant other to the gift of function, fit, and style. Grun-
déns and Xtratuf have answered those who asked for products that 
fit women better and protect them from the demanding conditions 
prevalent throughout our industry. There’s no better time to gear 
up than on the eve of what we all hope will be a safe and prosper-
ous 2016 fishing year.

Lange Solberg works in commercial sales at LFS Marine Supplies in  
Bellingham and is a third-generation Bristol Bay skipper. He has also 
seined in Southeast Alaska and gillnetted in Puget Sound.



16  £  PACIFICFISHING  £  FEBRUARY 2016  £  WWW.PACIFICFISHING.COM  

Setnet salvation: Alaska’s fishing industry scored a monumen-
tal victory when the state Supreme Court ruled that a proposed 
ballot initiative to ban setnets was unconstitutional.

It means voters will not have a chance to shut down commercial 
setnetters at Cook Inlet, the initiative sponsor’s primary target area.

The high court, in a 22-page opinion issued New Year’s Eve, 
reversed a lower court decision approving the initiative. The jus-
tices concluded that the initiative would “completely appropriate 
salmon away” from setnetters, in violation of the constitutional 
prohibition on such appropriations.

The ruling came as a huge relief to Cook Inlet setnetters and 
Alaska’s commercial fishing industry in general. They had 
faced what likely would have been a bruising election campaign 
against well-heeled sportfishing interests looking to ban setnets 
on grounds that they “indiscriminately” catch and kill nontarget  
species, including prized Kenai River king salmon.

The sponsor, the Alaska Fisheries Conservation Alliance, had 
gathered more than 43,000 registered voter signatures to qualify 
the initiative for the August ballot.

“The Alaskan families who comprise Cook Inlet’s century-old 
eastside setnet fishery are both elated and relieved that Alaska’s 
Supreme Court has ruled the anti-setnet initiative unconstitution-
al,” the Kenai Peninsula Fishermen’s Association, which represents 
setnetters, said in a written statement. “As a result of this decision, 
hundreds of Alaskan families will go into the new year without the 
threat of losing our businesses, our incomes, our investments, and 
our way of life hanging over our heads.”

While Cook Inlet fishermen using setnets to target sockeye do 
tend to catch substantial numbers of king salmon, the setnets are 
“tightly managed and highly selective harvest tools,” said Andy 
Hall, association president.

“We are thankful the court saw this initiative for what it really 

was: a not-so-veiled attempt to eliminate 
more than 700 family-run setnet fishing busi-
nesses in Upper Cook Inlet,” said Jim Butler, 
president of Resources for All Alaskans, an 
industry advocacy group. “All fishermen 
stand ready to share the burden of conservation when fishery 
managers think it is necessary. Targeting a particular fishery for 
elimination by ballot box biology was a serious threat to not only 
the commercial fisheries statewide but for other natural resources 
industries in Alaska.”

“We are disappointed with the court’s decision 
to deny voters an opportunity to weigh in on the 
method and means for harvesting fish,” said Joe 
Connors, president of the Alaska Fisheries Con-
servation Alliance. “We will press forward to pro-
mote fish conservation and encourage responsible 
management of our fisheries.”

Bob Penney, a prominent Alaska sportfish-
ing enthusiast and alliance board member, said, 
“The Kenai kings are the real loser here, and it 
now seems their species will continue to decline. 
Maybe it’s time the federal government looked 
into this issue.”

      
Minimum wage hike: Alaska’s minimum 

wage went to $9.75 per hour effective Jan. 1, a  
$1 increase.

The state Department of Labor estimated about 
12,000 jobs in Alaska were paying less than $9.75 
per hour.

For the fishing industry, the wage hike is espe-
cially significant in the processing sector, where 
plants employ thousands of workers to clean and 
pack fish.

      
Halibut crimes: A Wrangell father and son 

were sentenced to heavy fines and probation Jan. 
4 in a commercial halibut enforcement case.

Charles “Chuck” J. Petticrew Sr., 70, and Charles “Jeff” J. Petti-
crew Jr., 42, had “admitted their crimes and pled guilty in October,” 
federal prosecutors said.

From June 2010 to May 2013, the Petticrews conspired to  
misreport where they fished, prosecutors said in a news release. 
They indicated fishing in Area 3A when, in fact, they had fished 
only in Area 2C.

The pair illegally caught halibut in Area 2C valued at more  
than $23,000 and falsified individual fishing quota records,  
prosecutors said.

Petticrew Sr. pled guilty to a felony and was fined $90,000 
and placed on probation for five years. His son pled guilty to a  
misdemeanor and drew a $10,000 fine and five years on probation.

“Both defendants agreed to install and pay for a vessel moni-
toring system for the vessel used by the defendants or any other  
vessel … fishing on behalf of the family corporation,” the news 
release said.

Wesley Loy is editor of Pacific Fishing magazine and producer of  
Deckboss, a blog on Alaska commercial fisheries.

by WESLEY LOYALASKA NOTEBOOK

Court kills major threat to Alaska salmon industry

Would you believe rapper Snoop Dogg is a big “Deadliest Catch” fan? Here he is with a 
photo of the Time Bandit, one of the Bering Sea crab boats featured on the reality TV 
show. Jeff Pond photo
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The NOAA ship Miller Freeman is at the end of her line,  
currently being scrapped in Washington state.

This research vessel sailed from the Bering Sea to Southern  
California collecting fisheries data for decades, creating a volumi-
nous record of fish population statistics and other oceanographic 
information, and even testing out trawl gear.

But she isn’t just noteworthy due to her contributions to fisheries 
science. She frequented several Alaska ports of call (she brought 
several of my friends and acquaintances to Kodiak for the first 
time), and at different points in her career was homeported in  

Seattle and Newport. The Miller Freeman was a ship that many 
people and many ports claimed as their own.

The vessel was named for an influential and controversial  
figure in fisheries history. Miller Freeman (1875-1955) was editor 
and publisher of Pacific Fisherman.

Pacific Fisherman was a monthly news magazine that served 
as the preeminent voice of the Pacific seafood industry from 1903 
until 1966, when National Fisherman purchased the publication.

Freeman was never a fisherman himself, but from his Seattle 
headquarters he became a key player in the formulation of fisheries 
policy and the principal advocate for a range of seafood industry 
issues. He is often credited for pressuring the University of  
Washington to found a fisheries program of study. Another former 
editor of Pacific Fisherman, John Cobb, served as the first director 
of the School of Fisheries.

Racist views: Freeman served on the International Halibut 
Commission (the precursor to the IPHC, the International Pacific 
Halibut Commission) and was very active in international  
negotiations, always eager to strengthen the position of the United 
States in regards to Pacific fishing rights. His passion for expand-
ing U.S. hegemony in Pacific fisheries had a decisively racist tenor, 

evident not only in his editorials but also in 
the fact that he was the founder of the Anti-
Japanese League in Washington state.

Yet it was for his advocacy of scientific 
research and science-driven management 
that NOAA determined to name their newest research vessel in 
memory of the editor. The Miller Freeman was designed by Philip 
F. Spaulding, constructed by the American Shipbuilding Co., and 
launched in 1967. This 215-foot Pacific trawler had a fuel capacity 
of over 150,000 gallons, meaning her cruise range was 13,000 miles.

And cruise she did. With 
up to 11 scientists, a crew of 
up to 27, and seven mem-
bers of the NOAA Commis-
sioned Officers Corps, the 
Miller Freeman towed trawl 
gear along an extensive grid 
around the Gulf of Alaska 
and each year did a similar 
groundfish trawl survey 
along the upper continental 
shelf off California, Oregon, 
and Washington. The ship 
also conducted hydroacous-
tic surveys through the 
Shelikof Strait, around the 
Alaska Peninsula, and into 
the Bering Sea.

It was due to the retract-
able centerboard of the ship 
that she was able to conduct 
high-quality acoustical sur-
veys, since the equipment 
could be moved away from 
the hull and the reverber-
ated noise that emanated 
from it.

International cooperation: Perhaps to the postmortem  
chagrin of the ship’s namesake, the Miller Freeman also cooper-
ated with scientists from Russia, China, Poland, South Korea, and 
yes, Japan in multilateral research programs to support interna-
tional management of Bering Sea fisheries. She was also one of the 
largest research trawlers in the nation. In short, she was a mean,  
multidisciplinary machine, capable of conducting oceanographic and  
fisheries research in some of the roughest waters on the planet.

The Miller Freeman was decommissioned in 2013 and sold 
later that year. Just as Miller Freeman lives on in old copies 
of Pacific Fisherman (the earliest of which are digitized and  
available through the University of Washington’s Special  
Collections website), the Miller Freeman’s legacy is assured in the 
quality and quantity of groundfish data gathered over the years 
and in the cadre of crew, scientists, and NOAA officers who called 
her home. Thanks for your service, old mate.

Anjuli Grantham writes monthly about the history of Alaska’s seafood 
industry. She works as a curator in Kodiak and as director of the Alaska 
Historic Canneries Initiative. Reach her at anjuligrantham@gmail.com.

LOOKING BACK by ANJULI GRANTHAM

Miller Freeman: A NOAA ship and her namesake

The research trawler Miller Freeman on Lake Erie, Ohio, after her construction in 1967. NOAA Photo Library
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FISH FACTOR by LAINE WELCH

Observations on 2015, and have you paid your fishing fees?
Picks and pans: At the end of every year, I look back at the best 

and worst fish stories and select the year’s biggest story.
Here’s my abridged list for 2015, in no particular order:
• Most ecofriendly fish feat: The massive project, led by the 

Department of Environmental Conservation, to remove more than 
800,000 pounds of marine debris from remote Alaska beaches.

• Biggest fish fake: Genetically modified salmon – Frankenfish.
• Worst fish kick the can: The Department of Natural Resourc-

es stalling on a water rights decision at the Chuitna watershed in 
Upper Cook Inlet. DNR awarded a small reservation to protect 
salmon while allowing more time for PacRim Coal to prove that its 
proposed mine won’t hurt salmon and the ecosystem.

• Best fish sigh of relief: Federal fish managers allowing the use 
of pots, instead of longlines, to catch black cod. Pot gear prevents 
whales from stripping the pricey fish from hooks, leaving only the 
lips. Fishermen call it “getting whaled.”

• Best fish visionary: Tidal Vision LLC of Juneau, for their  
ecofriendly method of extracting chitin from crab shells, a first in 
the United States. The numerous uses for chitin range from fabrics 
to pharmaceuticals.

• Trickiest fishing conundrum: Sea otters vs. crab and dive  
fisheries in Southeast Alaska.

• Fondest fish farewell: Ray RaLonde, who retired from  
Alaska Sea Grant after decades of creating and nurturing the state’s 
fledgling mariculture industry.

• Saddest fish story: The sudden death of Greg Fisk, fisheries 
advocate and newly elected Juneau mayor.

• Most earth-friendly fishing town: Kodiak, which generates 

nearly 100 percent of its electricity from wind 
and hydropower. Kodiak also turns its fish 
wastes into oils and meals at a gurry plant 
owned by local processors, and the city plans 
to turn its sludge water into compost.

• Most encouraging fish pols: Rep. Louise 
Stutes, R-Kodiak, and Rep. Jonathan Kreiss-Tomkins, D-Sitka.

• Scariest fish story: Ocean acidification. The corrosion of crab, 
scallop, oyster, and snail shells is documented and happening  
fastest in Arctic waters.

• Best fish ambassadors: The Alaska Seafood Marketing  
Institute.

• Best global fish story: The United States and other nations 
cracking down on illegal, unreported, and unregulated (IUU) 
catches by fish pirates.

• Worst fish travesty: Halibut catches for commercial and 
sport users slashed every year while fishing fleets take millions of 
pounds as bycatch. It’s getting better but still a long way to go.

• Most ambitious fish plan: The Gulf of Alaska bycatch reduc-
tion plan, which includes apportioning 25 different types of 
groundfish among all user groups.

• Best fish partnership: Golden king crabbers and state biolo-
gists teaming up to do the first stock surveys spanning 800 miles 
along the Aleutian Islands.

• Biggest fish story of 2015: Fifty cents a pound for reds at  
Bristol Bay and a steep drop in Alaska salmon prices across the 
board. The perfect storm of adverse global currencies, big inven-
tories, and record U.S. imports of farmed salmon could stoke a  
similar trend in 2016.

      
Fishing fees: Alaska fishermen who hold catch shares of  

halibut, sablefish, and Bering Sea crab pay an annual fee to the  
federal government to cover management and enforcement costs 
for those fisheries. The fee, which is capped at 3 percent, is based 
on dock prices for the fish through September and averaged across 
the state.

Bills went out in late November to 1,983 longliners for a total 
coverage cost of $5.6 million, said Kristie Balovich, budget analyst 
with NOAA Fisheries in Juneau.

“The 2015 halibut landings had an increase in overall value to 
$107 million, compared to $100 million in 2014. Sablefish had a 
slight decrease, going from $76.7 million to $76.6 million,” Balovich 
said, adding that ex-vessel prices were higher for both.

Halibut was at $6.42 per pound last year, and sablefish was at 
$3.78 per pound. That compares to an average halibut price of $6.36 
per pound and $3.59 per pound for sablefish in 2014.

The fee system is different for the Bering Sea crab fisheries.
“NOAA doesn’t track dock prices for crab, only the total value of 

the fisheries,” Balovich explained.
That added up to $229 million for the 2014-15 season, an increase 

of about $300,000 from the previous fishery. The crab catches  
yielded $3.4 million in coverage costs, which processors pay by the 
end of July.

The coverage fee for the crab fishery increased to 1.48 percent 
this year and to 3 percent for halibut and sablefish, due to adding 
more management and enforcement personnel.

“We were able to hire some people, so there were some increases 
in labor for those fisheries,” Balovich said.

www.net-sys.com • Tel: (206) 842-5623 • Fax: (206) 842-6832
7910 N.E. Day Rd West, Bainbridge Island, WA 98110 USA

Continued on page 30
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DUTCH HARBOR REPORT by JIM PAULIN

Trawl fleet gets busy cutting its halibut bycatch
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Halibut bycatch: What a difference a year makes for the halibut 
bycatch controversy in the Bering Sea.

At the December meeting of the North Pacific Fishery  
Management Council, flatfish trawlers, vilified for much of the 
year, reported vigorous and voluntary efforts at halibut conserva-
tion – and drew praise for it.

Their zeal was prompted by the council action last summer to 
tighten halibut bycatch limits.

The tightening “was a huge hit to our sector,” said Chris  
Woodley, executive director of the Groundfish Forum, which  
represents flatfish trawlers.

The fleet’s voluntary efforts saved 265 metric tons of halibut, 
exceeding the goal of 217 tons, he said.

Woodley cited the benefits of a special federal permit allowing 
deck sorting to get the halibut back into the water faster and with 
greater chances of survival. The mortality rate is much higher if the 
halibut are first taken into the processing factory below deck.

Trawl representatives said they were taking measures to limit 
halibut bycatch before the tighter regulations take effect next year.

Council members praised their actions. So did one of the fleet’s 
chief critics, St. Paul Mayor Simeon Swetzof, who called the  
voluntary measures “a positive thing.”

Swetzof had been furious that big boats were allowed to waste 
more halibut as bycatch than local hook-and-line fishermen were 
allowed to catch for commercial markets.

The flatfish trawl fleet presented a united front of voluntary 
compliance, with four lobbyists making a joint appearance before 
the council: Bill Orr of Fishing Company of Alaska, which has 
four active trawl vessels; Mary Beth Tooley of the O’Hara Corp., 
a Maine-based fishing business; Arne Fuglvog, director of govern-
ment affairs for fishing company Iquique U.S.; and Woodley.

Fuglvog said Iquique had spent between $400,000 and $500,000 
on bycatch reduction. He said the fleet coordinated bycatch reduc-
tion in twice-weekly meetings and in radio conversations with ves-
sel captains on the fishing grounds.

Fuglvog is a former North Pacific Council member and congres-
sional aide who served prison time in 2012 for a federal commercial 
fishing violation.

      
Local health care: It’s back to the drawing board for plans for a 

new health care facility in Unalaska.
Local interests initially hoped for a small hospital, the town’s 

first since 1942, when the last one was destroyed by bombs 
dropped from Japanese aircraft in World War II.

They looked for financial assistance, with one prospect being 
the government of Japan, said Jessica Mata Rukovishnikoff, of 
the Aleutian Pribilof Islands Association. APIA is a federally  
recognized tribal social services organization.

During a meeting with a Japanese diplomat in Washington, D.C., 
she said the hospital delegation was “very well-received,” although 
the attaché was a bit surprised at their request.

“We don’t build hospitals in America, we build hospitals in 
the Third World,” was his initial reaction, Rukovishnikoff said, 
although he seemed to warm up to their ideas and said he’d write 
a letter to Japanese seafood plant owners.

Rukovishnikoff said the fundraising group took a positive 
approach, emphasizing Japanese ownership of the three big 
plants in Unalaska – UniSea, Westward, and Alyeska – rather than  
saying too much about Japan’s responsibility for the destruction of  
the former Bureau of Indian Affairs hospital at the present site  

of Alyeska Seafoods.
Glenn Reed, president of the Pacific  

Seafood Processors Association, said a hospi-
tal representative contacted PSPA asking for 
$500,000 for a feasibility study. Reed said the 
proposal was “flawed” because of an unreal-
istically high population figure of 15,000 in the vast region. That 
number included Adak, Cold Bay, and the Pribilofs, which don’t 
have regularly scheduled airline service to Unalaska.

APIA had suggested a hospital with six to 10 beds for overnight 
stays and a maternity ward and facilities for minor surgeries. 
APIA consultant Vernon Rosamond estimated the hospital’s cost at  
$88.7 million.

But the hospital plans have been dropped, said Eileen Scott, 
executive director of Iliuliuk Family and Health Services.

And APIA’s most recent proposal, for a new clinic, was rejected 
by Iliuliuk as unaffordable, Scott said.

Iliuliuk and APIA each have clinics located in the same building. 
One continuing possibility is merging the two clinics into a new 
facility, Scott said.

      
Ferry cutback: The state ferry Tustumena will be making fewer 

trips along the Aleutian chain this year.
The ship will make eight trips between Homer and Unalaska, 

with stops in Kodiak, Chignik, Sand Point, King Cove, False Pass, 
and Akutan. Previous years saw 10 sailings.

Jim Paulin is a longtime Unalaska/Dutch Harbor journalist.
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by MICHEL DROUINBRITISH COLUMBIA
Tootoo vows environmental focus, funding restoration

Minister’s vision: Things have moved rapidly on the Canadian 
fishery and marine scene since the federal election Oct. 19 changed 
the political landscape with the Liberal party victory.

Hunter Tootoo, the new minister of fisheries, oceans, and the 
Canadian Coast Guard, emphasized a change in the government’s 
attitude toward fisheries management in an Assembly of First 
Nations speech on Dec. 10.

Tootoo spoke about the intrinsic 
link between the environment and 
fisheries and the negative effects of 
climate change in the Arctic, his home 
territory. Canada already has made  
commitments during the United 
Nations Framework Convention on 
Climate Change, he said.

“I intend to take a leadership role in 
this area as it pertains to my portfolio,” 
he said. “I will work with Environment 
and Climate Change Minister (Cath-
erine) McKenna and Science Minis-

ter (Kirsty) Duncan to examine the impact of climate change on 
marine ecosystems.

“Analysis is vital. I will rely on evidence – and take climate 
change into account – when making decisions that affect fish stocks 
and ecosystem management.

“And our government will enhance science. While respecting 
traditional knowledge, we need to gather all the evidence we can 
from all sources.”

Tootoo also commented on the deep cuts made by the previous 
government under Conservative Prime Minister Steven Harper, 
slashing science budgets, closing science libraries, and muzzling 
scientists from speaking to the public.

“For a start, I will restore important science funding that 
was previously cut. And in the future, I will look for new ways  
that all of us, working together, can increase our environmental 
understanding,” Tootoo vowed.

Tootoo also committed to increasing Canada’s marine protected 
areas to 5 percent by 2017 and 10 percent by 2020 and to reviewing 
the federal Fisheries Act.

“The prime minister in his mandate letter asked me to examine 
the previous government’s changes, to restore lost protections, 
and to build in modern safeguards,” Tootoo said. “Let me say two 
things about that review. First, we intend wide consultation. While 
paying close attention to the views of indigenous peoples, we will 
also talk with provinces and territories, industry, and conservation 
and environmental groups. Concerned Canadians will get their say.

“Second, the Fisheries Act review involves an even broader  
matter – environmental assessment in general. I will work with my 
cabinet colleagues to examine Canada’s assessment processes and 
make sure they work well.”

      
Coast Guard station to reopen: Six days after speaking to the 

Assembly of First Nations, Tootoo announced at a press conference 
in front of the closed Coast Guard base in Vancouver that it will be 
reopened. It had been shuttered by the previous government.

“The prime minister made the commit-
ment to reopen the Kitsilano Canadian Coast 
Guard Base, and we are delivering on that 
commitment,” said Tootoo. “I have directed 
my officials to begin restoration work as 
soon as possible. The Canadian Coast Guard plays a crucial role in  
saving lives and protecting our waters, and soon Kitsilano will be 
able to support this important mandate.”

      
Canfisco flap: Close on the heels of the Nov. 12 announcement 

that the Canadian Fishing Co. (Canfisco) was closing its Prince 
Rupert cannery, Unifor, the parent union representing workers  
at the cannery, called for a revocation of the company’s  
fishing licenses.

“Fish caught in northern B.C. waters should be processed in a 
north coast plant,” said Joie Warnock, Unifor’s western director. 
“Canadians own the resource, pure and simple. Residents of the 
north coast deserve jobs in return for granting a multinational  
corporation a license to fish these waters.”

“A corporate license to fish Canadian waters is not a right; it is a 
privilege that comes with responsibilities to Canadians,” Warnock 
added. “If Jim Pattison Group is unwilling to create cannery jobs, 
those salmon licenses can go to independent and First Nations fish 
harvesters, like most commercial fishing licenses on the east coast.”

Canfisco is part of the Jim Pattison Group, a large, diversified, 
privately held company in Canada.

      
Helping with herring: The fishermen’s volunteer charity  

organization Fishermen Helping Kids with Cancer (FHKWC) held 
its fifth annual herring sale Dec. 5 in Steveston and Victoria, selling 
60 tons of herring in six hours and raising $67,682.

The charity was started by fisherman Brent Melan in 2011 when 
the daughter of a fellow fisherman was battling cancer. Moved by 
her bravery and strength, Melan came up with the idea of the B.C. 
commercial fishing industry holding a herring sale to help all kids 
with cancer. Though she helped in the planning, the girl died at the 
age of 17, just a few days before the inaugural herring sale in 2011.

The total raised over the past five years is $358,935.
The sole purpose of FHKWC is to help kids with cancer. Its 

core founding principle is that 100 percent of the money is for the  
children and 100 percent of the proceeds goes to the B.C. Children’s 
Hospital Foundation.

All work and equipment involved in the sale is volunteered. 
Sponsors pay for every event cost – from the boat to the fuel to 
the bags for the fish to the coffee for the volunteers. When a bag of  
herring sells for $10, exactly $10 goes to help kids with cancer. 
There are no fundraising or administrative costs, and even bank 
charges are donated by the credit union G&F Financial Group.

Various vessel owners have volunteered their boats for the sales. 
For the 2015 event, despite tough fishing conditions, the Pachena 
No. 1, Pender Isle, and Lasqueti Sons worked to get fish for the 
sale, and the Queens Reach delivered fish to the sale.

Michel Drouin has been covering the British Columbia fishing industry 
since 1990.

Hunter Tootoo
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SOUTHERN CLIMES by DANIEL MINTZ 

Northern California nets lucrative pink shrimp season
In the pink: Northern California is the state’s hub for pink 

shrimp trawling, and a trend of higher landings and increased  
ex-vessel value peaked in 2015.

The numbers were released by the state Department of Fish and 
Wildlife as the year ended. They outline a season that was grand 
enough to divert trawlers from the groundfish fishery.

The April through October season saw a little over 7 million 
pounds of shrimp landed in Eureka and Crescent City, with the  
latter city accounting for much of the haul. That amount is far 
better than seen in the years preceding 2009 but falls short of the 
record landings of 2013 and 2014, which each totaled about 8.4  
million pounds.

But when ex-vessel value is figured in, this season emerges as 
one of the best ever. Ex-vessel value of the 2015 landings totaled 
$4.8 million, with Crescent City’s landings accounting for $4  
million of it.

In comparison, the record landings of 2013 and 2014 drew total 
ex-vessel values of $3.7 and $4.3 million, respectively.

The season was also stellar in Oregon and Washington, but 
there’s some doubt about whether the pink shrimp bonanza will 
continue into the near future. An El Niño year is upon us, and pink 
shrimp landings and revenue totals were at record lows in 1983 
and 1998 – which both saw El Niños.

      
Klamath blues: Not too long ago, in the spring of 2014, there 

was a renewed sense of promise for a truce in the north versus 
south “water wars” that have raged in the Klamath River basin. 
At that time, the upper river basin’s irrigators and ranchers – who 
snubbed previously forged agreements – finally signed onto a 
water-sharing deal with Klamath tribes and government agencies.

Seen as a turning point, it was, as then-Oregon Gov. John  
Kitzhaber put it, “Nothing short of historic.”

But now, it seems that the Klamath Basin’s historic moments will 
be forged in courtrooms.

As 2015 ended, so did a deadline for congressional approval 
of the various and laboriously negotiated 
deals that guarantee a water supply for irriga-
tors and that include the removal of the river  
system’s four dams – an action that would 
reopen hundreds of miles of fish habitat.

Congress failed to act, and the Klamath 
deals began to crumble last fall when one of 
their key proponents, the Yurok tribe, signaled 
its intent to withdraw from them.

Noting that Congress itself is divided on 
the agreements, the tribe held that it was 
excluded from the ballyhooed pact with  
the upper basin’s irrigators, resulting in “a 
return to the old Oregon-California/Upper 
Klamath-Lower Klamath division of the  
Klamath River system.”

But those divisions never really cooled. 
Upper basin irrigators who had refused to sign 
on to the Klamath Basin Restoration Agree-
ment of 2010 held their noses when they finally 
acquiesced to last year’s water-sharing pact, 
having been forced to do so after a court ruling 
declared that tribes have water rights seniority.

At this point, cynicism prevails and all 
sides are bracing for the legal battles that the 
agreements sought to avoid.

      
Dungeness delay: The West Coast’s com-

mercial Dungeness crab seasons remained closed over Christmas 
but were set to open in early January – but only in Oregon and 
Washington.

Crabs sampled in those states saw levels of the naturally  
occurring toxin domoic acid fall below cautionary thresholds, but 
California’s opening continued to be in limbo.

On Dec. 24, the results of crab sampling from various California 
locations were released and generally showed continued reduc-
tions in domoic acid levels, particularly in the northern areas from 
Fort Bragg to Crescent City.

But sampling results were uneven. Crabs sampled in San  
Francisco Bay tested clean, but in Bodega Bay, 67 percent of crab 
samples exceeded the domoic acid safety threshold.

Fifty-three percent of samples exceeded the limit in Half Moon 
Bay – which had tested clean in mid-November.

But an encouraging development was announced by the  
California Department of Fish and Wildlife on New Year’s Eve – 
recreational Dungeness and rock crab fisheries were opened south 
of the Piedras Blancas Light Station in San Luis Obispo County, as 
“extensive sampling” demonstrated no risk.

      
Building resilience: A Humboldt State University (HSU)  

professor who studies “the social aspects of fishing communities” 
is working with Eureka and Shelter Cove to develop a sustainabil-
ity plan that’s a prerequisite for federal funding.

A Fishing Communities Sustainability Plan for the two fish-
ing hubs will draw socio-economic information from interviews 
and other sources in a “bottom-up planning effort,” said HSU  
Professor Lauri Richmond at a mid-December meeting of the  

Now Offering

Eurocross® Knotless Netting

DANTRAWL
incorporated

The next generation of knotless netting
www.dantrawl.com  •  sales@dantrawl.com

206.789.8840

Continued on page 30



PACIFIC FISHING   market focus

22  £  PACIFICFISHING  £  FEBRUARY 2016  £  WWW.PACIFICFISHING.COM  

Professional Services

Fishing Vessels 
Tug & Barge 
Dredging 
Floating Cranes 
Cargo & Misc. 
New Vessels 
Conversions 
Stability Analysis 

Hockema & Whalen 
Associates

Seattle WA 98107 E-mail: boatstuff@hockema.com 
5450 Leary Avenue NW #252 Tel:  206 365 0919 

N a v a l  A r c h i t e c t s  •  M a r i n e  E n g i n e e r s  

Gibbons & Associates, P.S.
MARITIME ATTORNEYS

Proctor in Admiralty
Over 30 years experience

Trials, appeals, mediations, arbitrations
Injury and Wage Claims

Salvage
Collisions

Shipyard Claims
Liens

Contracts
Charter Parties
Joint Ventures

Fisheries
Tug and Barge

Marine Insurance Disputes
Coast Guard Licensed Master

Gibbons & Associates, P.S.
ph 206-381-3340; fax 206-381-3341

cell 206-419-6971
email svg@gibbonslawgroup.com

SE HABLA ESPANOL9309 Glacier Hwy,  Ste. B-200  • Juneau, AK 99801 •   info@ermcpa.com •  www.ermcpa.com

Tax • Accounting • Attest

We Serve

ADVERTISERS INDEX
Alaska Air Cargo ..................................................................9

Alaska Boats and Permits .............................................. 25

Alaska Independent Tend Assoc ................................ 22

Alaskan Quota & Permits .............................................. 25

Baier .........................................................................................5

Black Pearl IFQ Fisheries ................................................ 28

City/Port of Kodiak .............................................................7

Cummins Northwest..........................................................2

Dana F. Besecker Co ........................................................ 23

Dantrawl .............................................................................. 21

Diesel America West ....................................................... 23

Dock Street Brokers ......................................................... 27

Elgee Rehfeld Mertz, LLC ............................................... 22

Foss .............................................................................. 11 & 23

Freeze Right Marine ........................................................ 19

Gibbons & Associates, P.S. ............................................. 22

Hockema & Whalen Associates ................................... 22

Homer Marine Trades Association ............................. 25

Jackson, Morgan & Hunt ............................................... 22

KVH Industries ................................................................... 31

Llebroc ................................................................................. 23

Marine Engine & Gear .................................................... 27

MER Equipment ................................................................ 23

Net Systems ........................................................................ 18

NOAA .................................................................................... 14

Norm Pillen ......................................................................... 27

Northwest Farm Credit Services ................................. 24

Pacific Boat Brokers ......................................................... 29

Petro Marine Services ........................................................8

Silver Horde Fishing Supplies ...................................... 23

The Permit Master ........................................... 24, 25 & 26

TOTE Maritime ................................................................... 32

Jackson, Morgan
& Hunt, PLLC

4123 California Ave SW #101

www.jmhseattle.com



PACIFIC FISHING   market focus

 WWW.PACIFICFISHING.COM  £  FEBRUARY 2016  £  PACIFICFISHING  £  23

SOME PEOPLE CAN 
FIX ANYTHING.

www.foss.com/shipyards
800.426.2885  

always safe. always ready.

Need repairs? 
Our full service 

Seattle, Washington 
shipyard is on call 
24/7. Get back on 

the water fast.

Want to 
reach 
fishermen?  

Contact
Diane
sanDViK
She
knows
the
business.

Want to 
reach 
fishermen?  

To reserve space,  
contact DIANE at 

(206) 962-9315 or 
dianes@pacificfishing.com

THE BUSINESS MAGAZINE FOR FISHERMEN

“Buyers of high  
quality Alaskan and 

West Coast halibut and 
black cod.”

WE BUY IN  
ALL FISHING AREAS 

AND WE OFFER 
GREAT PRICES.

Call us today for a quote on your trip!

MAIN OFFICE:
Phone ........206-232-5040
Fax ............206-232-4413
Dana Cell...206-295-7500
Tyler Cell ...206-354-7717
Dispatch ....4944

BELLINGHAM OFFICE:
Phone ..........360-676-1606
Fax ..............360-671-7855
Tony Cell .....360-739-3656
Cavin Cell ....206-310-2939
Dispatch ......5644
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PACIFIC FISHING   classifieds
Boats/Permits/IFQs

  

FisherySpecies Asking Price* Offer*

Prices in FEBRUARY vary in accordance with market conditions. *In thousands
+ denotes an increase from last month. N/A denotes No Activity.
– denotes a decrease from last month.

By Mike Painter and the Permit Master

State 
Value*

Alaska Entry Permit Prices
(as of 2-1-16)

Gillnet: Activity in Bay permits picked back up in January, but prices continued 
down. Recent sales were right around $100k. SE permits were starting to move 
at around $80k. PWS permits dipped slightly again to the mid $180s. Trading in 
Cook Inlet permits slowed with about a $10k gap between buyers and sellers. No 
new activity in Area M permits, with permits as low as $100k.

Seine: Interest in SE permits died back down and buyers and sellers are around 
$40k apart. PWS permits were available in the $170s. Nothing new in Cook Inlet 
permits where the lowest permit is at $75k. Kodiak permits are available as low as 
$35k. Area M permits slipped to a new low at $50k.

Troll: Not much recent activity in Alaska Power Troll permits, with listings starting 
in the mid $30s. Hand Troll permits have been trading slowly in the $11k to $12k 
range. Interest in Washington troll was just starting to pick up. Asking prices are 
around $30k and offers in the mid to upper $20s. Oregon Troll prices are all over 
the place dependent on the size, but buyers don’t seem too anxious to move yet.

BOX   score

 SALMON

 S SE DRIFT 80 75 82-

 S PWS DRIFT 183- 180 218.5

 S COOK INLET DRIFT 58- 49+ 54-

 S AREA M DRIFT 100 90 119.5

 S BRISTOL BAY DRIFT 102- 100- 112.5-

 S SE SEINE 200 160 226.3

 S PWS SEINE 170 160 177-

 S COOK INLET SEINE 75 50 84.8

 S KODIAK SEINE 35 33 39.8

 S CHIGNIK SEINE 148 120 227.5

 S AREA M SEINE 50- 45- 56.9

 S YAKUTAT SET 16 12 18.7-

 S COOK INLET SET 13 12 15.3

 S AREA M SET NET 60- 55- 55.6

 S BRISTOL SET NET 35 30- 36.3

 S LOWER YUKON 9.5 9 9.9

 S POWER TROLL 36 35 34.6-

 S HAND TROLL 12 12+ 10.8+

 HERRING

 H SE GILLNET 12 N/A 13.4

 H KODIAK GILLNET 5 3 5

 H SITKA SEINE 300 250 243.3

 H PWS SEINE 25 16 30.9

 H COOK INLET SEINE 10 8 16.8

 H KODIAK SEINE 26 20 30.3

 H SE POUND SOUTH 31 30 35.6

 H SE POUND NORTH 30 25 43.1

 H PWS POUND 6 5 3.5

 SHELLFISH

 S SE DUNGY 75 POT 18 17 15.8

 S SE DUNGY 150 POT 36 36 36.3

 S SE DUNGY 225 POT 50 47 50

 S SE DUNGY 300 POT 65 60 49.8

 S SE POT SHRIMP 22 20 20.5-

 S KODIAK TANNER <60 24 22 29.7

 S PUGET SOUND DUNGY 160 155 N/A

 S WASHINGTON DUNGY 2,000-4,500/FT  1,500-3,750/FT N/A

 S OREGON DUNGY 2,000-4,500/FT 1,500-4,000/FT N/A

 S CALIFORNIA DUNGY 200-600/POT 200-500/POT N/A

 SE ALASKA DIVE

 SE AK Dive URCHIN 4 3 2.2-

 SE AK Dive CUCUMBER 25 23 23.8

 SE AK Dive GEODUCK 63.5 60 70

northwestfcs.com/fisheries
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Moving forward. 
Giving back.
Our mission is to support fisheries and agriculture 
with reliable, consistent credit. As a cooperative, 
our members benefit through patronage 
dividends and our support of rural communities.

A century of helping Northwest producers has 
positioned us well to embrace the challenges and 
opportunities ahead. And we’ll continue moving 
forward and giving back for another 100 years.
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Halibut & Sablefish IFQ Prices
Recent market activity in halibut and sablefish quota shares

Species
Regulatory

Area
Vessel 

Category*
Poundage 
(thousands)

Status 
(blocked/

unblocked)

Ask
(per pound) 

Low High

Offer
(per pound) 

Low High

NOTE:  Halibut prices reflect net weight, sablefish round weight. Pricing for leased shares  
 is expressed as a percentage of gross proceeds. ** Too few to characterize.

*Vessel Categories:  A = freezer boats   B = over 60’   C = 35’-60’   D = < 35’

By Mike Painter and the Permit Master

Cash buyers for 2C continue to standby with over $50/lb ready for any listings, 
blocked or unblocked. Buyers are still paying $50 or more for 3A. Buyers are  
offering as high as $35 for 3B and no takers. 4A is moving in the mid $20s. These 
are all new price levels across the board.

Sablefish trading activity is down for the second month in a row. Prices haven’t 
changed much. Things should pick up again in the next month or so, when 2016 
permits start coming out in early February.

 H 2C D 1-10 B 50.00-52.00 46.00-50.00

 H 2C C/B 1-3 B 52.00-54.00 50.00-52.00

 H 2C C/B 4-10 B 54.00-58.00 52.00-54.00

 H 2C C/B ANY U 58.00-60.00 55.00

 H 2C A  B/U 60.00 58.00

 H 3A D  B/U 48.00-52.00 46.00-50.00

 H 3A C/B 1-5 B 50.00-54.00 48.00-52.00

 H 3A C/B 5-10 B 54.00-58.00 52.00-56.00

 H 3A C/B >10 U 58.00-60.00 56.00-58.00

 H 3A A  B/U 60.00 58.00

 H 3B D  B 30.00-36.00 30.00-35.00

 H 3B C/B 1-10 B 36.00-40.00 30.00-35.00

 H 3B C/B >10 U 38.00-40.00 34.00-35.00

 H 3B A  B/U N/A 36.00

 H 4A D  B/U 20.00-24.00 16.00-18.00

 H 4A C/B 1-10 B 20.00-26.00 20.00-23.00

 H 4A C/B >10 B 26.00-30.00 20.00-24.00

 H 4A C/B >10 U 30.00 24.00-26.00

 H 4B/C/D C/B 1-10 B 10.00-16.00 8.00-12.00

 H 4B/C/D C/B >10 B/U 16.00-20.00 10.00-14.00

 S SE C/B 1-10 B 22.00-26.00 21.00-24.00

 S  SE C/B >10 U 25.00-28.00 23.00-25.00

 S SE A  B/U 32.00 30.00

 S WY C/B 1-10 B 22.00-26.00 20.00-24.00

 S  WY C/B >10 U 27.00-29.00 25.00-27.00

 S WY A  B/U 30.00 30.00

 S CG C/B 1-10 B 20.00-24.00 18.00-20.00

 S CG C/B >10 U 22.00-28.00 20.00-22.00

 S CG A  B/U 30.00 25.00

 S WG C/B 1-10 B 11.00-14.00 10.00-11.00

 S WG C/B >10 B 11.00-14.00 10.00-11.00

 S WG C/B/A >10 U 12.00-16.00 10.00-12.00

 S AI C/B/A  B/U .50-4.00 .50-2.00

 S BS C/B  B/U 1.50-4.00 1.00-3.00

 S BS A  B/U 4.00-6.00 3.00-4.00

HOMER
MARINE
TRADES
ASSOCIATION

WWW.HOMERMARINETRADES.COM

Choose
 Homer for
  Your Boat
   Work

Homer
59 36'02oN
151 24'34oW

800-992-4960  907-235-4966
UPDATED LISTINGS ON THE WEB

PO BOX 505, HOMER ALASKA 99603
Alaska Boats & Permits, Inc.

FULL SERVICE MARINE BROKERAGE
FAX: 907-235-4965 E-MAIL: abp@acsalaska.net

IFQs PERMITS VESSELS

www.alaskaboat.com



PARTIAL LIST/CALL IF YOU DON’T SEE IT!

PACIFIC FISHING   classifieds

LISTINGS WANTED!!!

IFQ: ALL AREAS
BOATS: ALL KINDS

PERMITS: ALL TYPES  
 

JOIN OUR LIST OF
SATISFIED CUSTOMERS.

CALL TODAY.
 

BUYERS ARE WAITING.

www.permitmaster.com

—IFQ—

NEW LISTINGS DAILY. CALL FOR QUOTES  
OR CHECK OUT OUR COMPLETE LIST  

ON THE WEB — $/F = FISHED

 

CALL FOR A COMPLETE LIST OF VESSELS FOR SALE
INCLUDING MANY BOAT/PERMIT PACKAGES

Toll Free: 888-588-1001

4302 Whistle Lake Rd • Anacortes, WA 98221

  
  

ONLINE @ www.permitmaster.com  Email: vessels@permitmaster.com Fax: 360-293-4180

IFQs • VESSELS • PERMITS
E X C E P T I O N A L  F U L L  S E R V I C E  B R O K E R A G E

— PERMITS —

THE PERMIT MASTER
HERRING
SITKA SEINE.............................WANTED
PWS SEINE......................................$25K
COOK INLET SEINE ........................ $11K
KODIAK SEINE ................................$26K
SE GILLNET .....................................$12K
KODIAK GILLNET ..............................$5K
NORTON SOUND ..............................$2K
HOONAH POUND .............................. N/A
CRAIG POUND ................................$35K
PWS POUND ..................................... N/A
SALMON 
S.E. DRIFT .......................................$85K
PWS DRIFT ....................................$235K
COOK INLET DRIFT .......................... N/A
COOK INLET SET ................... $50K/PKG
AREA M DRIFT ..............................$150K
AREA M SET ....................................$60K
BBAY DRIFT ...................................$100K
BBAY SET ............................... $60K PKG
SE SEINE ..........................$160K OFFER
PWS SEINE....................... $175K W/NET
COOK INLET SEINE ........................$87K
KODIAK SEINE ................................$42K

CHIGNIK SEINE .............................$190K
AREA M SEINE ................................$60K
POWER TROLL................................$36K
HAND TROLL ...................................$12K
PUGET SOUND DRIFT ....................$24K
PUGET SOUND SEINE .... $175K W/NET
SHELLFISH
SE DUNGY 300 POT ......................... N/A
SE DUNGY 225 POT ................WANTED
SE DUNGY 150 POT ................WANTED
SE DUNGY 75 POT ..................WANTED
SE POT SHRIMP ......................WANTED
KODIAK TANNER <60’ .....................$28K
WA DUNGY 58’/500 POT ...............$260K
DIVE
SE GEODUCK...............................$63.5K
SE CUCUMBER ...............................$25K
MISC.
CHATHAM BLACKCOD .................. CALL
CAL NEAR SHORE ...................WANTED
CAL SQUID ...............................WANTED
OR TROLL/30’ ....................................$8K
CAL LOBSTER ..........................WANTED
CAL TROLL/52’ ................................$17K

EXCEPTIONAL “FULL” SERVICE
BROKERAGE SAMPLES

ANY# “C” SE BCOD UNBLKD @ WANTED
3,500# "C" SE BCOD BLKD @ $25

10,000# “B” WY BCOD UNBLKD @ $28
5,000# “C” CG BCOD BLKD @ $22

ANY# “B/C” CG BCOD UNBLKD @ WANTED
25,000# "B" WG BCOD UNBLKD @ $14
5,000# “C” WG BCOD UNBLKD @ $14

9,000# “B” AI BCOD BLKD @ $3
20,000# “B” AI BCOD UNBLKD @ $4

20,000# “B” BS BCOD UNBLKED @ $5
ANY# “C/D” 2C HAL BLKD @ WANTED

4,500# “B” 3A HAL UNBLKD @ $58
20,000# “C” 3A HAL UNBLKD @ $58

2,000# “C” 3B HAL BLKD @ $39
20,000# “B” 4D HAL UNBLKED @ $20

P2179M – 32 X 11 RAWSON BUILT IN 1996, 3208 CAT W/5500 
HOURS, TWIN DISC 506, ARTICULATING REEL W/LEVELWIND, 
CONSTANT FLOW HYDRAULICS. COMPLETE ELECTRONICS. 4 
BUNKS IN FOCSLE. REDUCED TO $65K. BAY PERMIT AVAILABLE 
AT MARKET.

P2050M – 54 X 16.2 COMBO, GMC 8V71 MAIN, TWIN DISC 
GEAR, 30KW ISUZU, JUNES CRAB BLOCK ON ARTICULATING 
DAVIT, COILER, BAIT CHOPPER, SPRAY BRINE RSW. ACCOMO-
DATIONS FOR 7, WITH 5 BERTHS IN FOCSLE AND 2 BERTH 
STATEROOM, HEAD W/SHOWER, ELECTRIC GALLEY. COMNAV 
PILOT, JRC SOUNDER, 4 GPS, 36 & 72 MILE RADARS, VHF'S, 
SSB, SAT PHONE. REDUCED TO $199K. 300 POT CALIFORNIA 
DUNGY PERMIT AVAILABLE.

P2168M – 50 X 16 COMBO, COMPLETELY GONE THRU IN 
2013, NEW JOHN DEERE 6081 MAIN W/500 HOURS, TWIN DISC 
GEAR, 20KW ISUZU, CONSTANT HYDRAULICS, BOWTHRUSTER. 
COMPLETE ELECTRONICS. ADAPTABLE TO ALL KINDS OF USES. 
REDUCED TO $499K.

P2202M – 58 X 22 X 10.5 STEEL COMBO BUILT IN 1992, CAT 
3408 MAIN, ZF GEAR, 80KW AND 30KW AUX, 18 TON AND 25 
TON RSW FOR 3 HOLDS THAT PACK 125K TOTAL. LOADED WITH 
UP TO DATE REDUNDANT ELECTRONICS INCLUDING OLEX, 
SIMRAD ES70 AND FURUNO TZ TOUCH. RIGGED FOR SEINE, 
POT FISHING AND SET UP FOR LONGLINE WITH COMPLETELY 
ENCLOSED SHELTER DECK W/MARCO MKII AUTO LONG LINE 
SYSTEM INCLUDING 40 SKATES OF GEAR. VERSATILE LIMIT 
BOAT THAT CAN DO IT ALL FOR ONLY $1.725M.

P2194M – 58' LITTLE HOQUIAM COMBO, TOTALLY GONE 
THRU IN 2010, LOW HOURS ON ALL MACHINERY, ECO-
NOMICAL TWIN 330HP JOHN DEERE MAINS, TWIN DISC 
GEARS, ISUZU 14KW AND ISUZU 40KW AUX, 20 TON RSW  
W/TITANIUM CHILLER. RIGGED FOR SEINE, LONGLINE AND 
TENDER. COMPLETE ELECTRONICS. GREAT ACCOMMODA-
TIONS. EVERTYHING IN EXCELLENT CONDITION. ASKING 
$1.3M.

P2197M – 58 X 19.2 TOPHOUSE STEEL COMBO, 855  
CUMMINS MAIN, TWIN DISC GEAR, 45KW AND 50KW ISUZU 
GEN SETS, 20 TON RSW W/TITANIUM CHILLER, PACK 75K IN 
2 HOLDS. PACKS 4000 GAL FUEL, 800 WATER. ELECTRONICS 
INCLUDE FURUNO RADAR, GPS, SOUNDER, NOBLETEC, SEA 
SSB, ROBERTSON PILOT. WELL MAINTAINED. NICE SIZE LIMIT 
BOAT. GREAT SEA BOAT. $700K.

P2206M – SATHER BUILT LIMIT SEINER, GMC 8V92 MAIN, 
TWIN DISC GEAR, FORD LEHMAN HYDRAULIC AUX FOR  
COMPLETELY REDUNDANT HYD SYSTEM. PACKS 100K IN 
3 INSULATED TANKS. 3 STATION MMC CONTROLS AND 
COMNAV REMOTE HELMS, BOWTHRUSTER. SELF PURSING 
WINCH, HYD STERN RAMP. COMPLETE ELECTRONICS. GREAT 
ACCOMODATIONS. YOU WON'T FIND A BIGGER, BETTER BOAT 
FOR ONLY $275K..

P2205M – NORDIC FLUSH DECK STERNPICKER, GMC 6-71 
MAIN, TWIN DISC GEAR, ON DEMAND HYDRAULICS, NEW HOSES 
AND VALVES IN 2014, THRUSTER, 7.5 TON IMS RSW. SQUARED 
AWAY RSW BOAT FOR ONLY $105K.
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The F/V Morgan  
is ready to fish 

your IFQs!
The F/V Morgan is a 32' Delta, available 
to fish all classes of quota in all areas. 
It’s a like-new, fully-equipped, clean, 
and comfortable boat. Professional 
crew with 15+ years experience in 
the fishery. Flexible schedule and 
competitive rates. No #2s, best prices. 
For more information, contact 
Jonathan Pavlik  •  (907) 314-0714 Cell  •  (907) 784-3032 Home

AVAILABLE TO HARVEST YOUR IFQS!

Contact Norman @ 509-675-0304 or alaskanorm@centurylink.net

We deliver quality product!
F/V Sherrie Marie, 61’ Steel long-
liner, available for hired skipper and 
walk-ons. 30+ years experience 
in fishery. Excellent, fully equipped 
boat, seasoned professional crew 
with HIGH QUALITY standards. 
All fish is delivered bled and iced. 
Competitive rates and references.

WILL FISH
Will fish your 2C, BC or D Halibut IFQs for 30%. I 
pay for everything. Lots of references and return 
clients. (541) 260-2441 or (907) 957-6295.

FOR SALE 
Volvo TAMD 122D 480hp with ZF IRM 310.En-
gine and gear are in great condition with 13,900 
hrs. Includes troll valve, 12V 160A and 24V 40A 
alternators, 4 station Naud engine controls, 
24gpm Gresson hyd pump, 2" Jabsco, many 
spare parts. Well maintained, records avail-
able. Located in Homer. Asking $10K. Contact  
danhullak@gmail.com

FOR SALE
3408 CAT with 514 6 to 1 gear twin disc eng 
and gear PTO is approximately 2400 hours 
since engine rebuild $18,500. Twin disc 530 
6.4 to 1 gear $25,000. Twin disc 518 6.0 to 1 
gear-core $2,500. CAT 3306 175kw RTO $9,500. 
66"x64"x5"shaft stainless nozzle prop $6,000. 
Call Jim (541) 290-9672.

FOR SALE
Have two California light-market Brail Boat 
licenses for sale. Call Don. (949) 279-9369. 
Prices reduced to $250,000 U.S. dollars.

FOR SALE
54-ton California market squid purse permit. 
Never been upgraded. Priced to sell quickly. $1.3 
million. Call Don (949) 279-9369.

FOR SALE
Squid-Rock Seine. Recently built, 1050 MD x 
190 fathom, 60 fathom bunt one end, 40 fath-
om on the other. Snag strips throughout. Seine 
and pallet located in Vancouver BC. $32000 US 
-OBO. Contact Ted (250) 203-0482 

FOR SALE
Have two California light-market Brail Boat 
licenses for sale. Call Don. (949) 279-9369. 
Prices reduced to $250,000 U.S. dollars.

FOR SALE
50' X 16' Ledford Shallow Draft  

Top House Seiner

60,000lb. Capacity – Built 1989
Asking Price: $800,000
Located in Sand Point, Alaska
Contact: Cameron Foster, (907) 310-6171 
cammie-foster@hotmail.com

6125 Lugger 400HP, MG5111A twin disc 
reduction gear, Pitts electric PTO, keel cooled, 12V electrical system, 2½" shaft w/32x30 prop, 
Anderson 15-ton refrigeration system, 5x4 crab pump. Rigging and Deck: Aluminum mast and 
booms, 2 picking boom and main boom, winches – 2 PL4’s on picking booms and PL8 on main 
boom, main boom has slider and vanging – Kolstrand deck winch with sheaves, anchor winch 
with #18 Forfjord anchor 180#.

TWIN DISC MarINe TraNSMIS-
sions, Caterpillar and Cummins Engines 
& parts. New and rebuilt, biggest selection 
of used ENG & Gear parts in the world 
available. Worldwide shipping. Best pric-
ing. Call Steve at Marine Engine & Gear 
781-837-5424 or email at twindiscgears@
verizon.net

Run as is

Please make changes as indicated

May 09 Fishermen’s News

WANTED
California near-shore permit needed. Right away! 
Buyer has cash. Please call Don. (949) 279-9369.

FOR SALE - ALASKA LEGACY
1990 - 50 Little Hoquiam seiner, currently located 
in Cordova, AK. Twin Lugger 460 engines, approx 
11k hrs. 35kw Isuzu gen.  60k cap. in main hold/
Sunday hold. New stainless hydraulics. Com-
plete list of amenities and copy of survey at  
www.alaskalegacy.org. Reduced to $650,000.  
(907) 748-5578 or (907) 748-5579.

FOR SALE
Have multiple squid light permits priced to sell 
quickly. $199,000 dollars or make offer. Call 
Donny (949) 279-9369.

Pacific Fishing Feb ‘16

(206)789-5101
(800)683-0297

See all our listings at www.dockstreetbrokers.com.

Dock Street Brokers

Selling your boat?
Low 5% Commission
Non-Exclusive Listing  

You retain the right 
to sell your own vessel.
Call Today (800) 683-0297

IFQ Sellers Wanted!

We have buyers 
looking for  halibut.

BB15-040  32’x11.8’x3’ Bristol Bay 
boat built in 1978. GM 6V5s rated at 
250 hp. ComNav autopilot. Drum with 
levelwind. Includes appr 10 shackles 
of gear and locker full of equipment 
including tools, spare starter (new), 
Bristol Bay permit available. Asking 
$70,000.

TE15-013  115’x26’x8’ steel tender 
built in 1977. New in 2012 Mitsubishi 
Tier II compliant main engines rated 
at 605 hp each. GMC 4-71 55kw, 
GMC 4-71 40kw and Isuzu 20kw 
gensets. 30 ton IMS system new 
in 2014. 30 ton back up deck unit.  
200,00# capacity.  Asking $850,000.

SE15-025 58’x20’x9’ steel seiner, 
crabber, longliner, trawler built 
by Fred Wahl in 1991.  Cummins 
KT-1150 main, 425 hp, major 
overhaul w/warranty in 2015.  Twin 
Disc MG-516C 4.5:1 gear new in 
2010.  (2) Cummins 6BT 5.9 auxs 
with 50 and 55 kw gens.  12 kw 
hotel unit.  30 ton RSW.  Completely 
sealable shelter deck.  Deck gear 
includes 24 ft knuckle crane, crab 
block, pot launcher, bait chopper, 
coiler, longline hauler, hatch coaming 
longline table, and sorting table.  
Includes LLP and cod pots.  Asking 
$1,450,000

CR15-044  119’x26’ steel crabber/
tender, built in 1990 by Long 
Marine.   Twin 402 hp Cat 3408B 
mains.  (2) Cat 3306B 165 kw and 
(1) John Deere 55 kw gen sets. 
Separate 30 ton and 25 ton RSW 
systems.  Packs 180,000# crab, 
appr. 350,000# salmon in 3 holds.  
(2) deck cranes and picking boom. 
Well equipped, well maintained, 
ready to fish and pack fish.  Call for 
recent survey.  Asking $2,400,000.
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FOR SALE
Fishboat, 36 ft. long 12-1/2 ft. wide fiberglass 
over wood, heavy construction, 453 gm diesel 
6,000 hrs. hurth gear 1,500 hrs. Wagner steer-
ing and pilot, Furuno radar and aluminum  
rigging. Boat is in Fanny Bay B.C. Asking $45,000  
Canadian. Phone 1 (250) 335-1437.

FOR SALE
Lightboat for sale with permit boat is also a 
solid fiberglass Coast Guard certified charter 
boat priced to sell quickly $675,000 dollars 
call Don (949) 279-9369.

FOR SALE
1974 Aluminum 54' Seiner. Packs 73,000 in 
RSW. 3406B Cat, 40 KW Susie. Located in Port 
Townsend. Soon to be undergoing repairs and 
upgrades. Price may increase as work pro-
gresses in 2016. Currently asking $380,000 cash 
or $80,000 per year for 5 years (lease option).  
(360) 531-3074. 

FOR SALE
54' Fiberglass salmon/albacore freezer troller, 
1800 gallon fuel capacity, 15 ton fish hold. Very 
comfortable sea boat, owner retired. Asking price 
$275,000 USD. (360) 280-2675. Calls only.

FOR SALE
F/V Hadassah – 58x19 Delta seiner, longliner,pot 
boat. 343 main, 30kw generator, 7-182-9kw 
Northern Lights generator, upgrades include large 
rolling chaulks, UHMW guards, metalized hydro 
valves and SS lines, bulbous bow, Furuno sonar, 
Pilkington deck winch, complete new RSW sys-
tem. Also available, net longline gear and cod pot 
gear, and 19’ Rozema skiff. (907) 399-7219.

FOR SALE
California Purse Seiner with squid permit holds 
80 tons of RSW of squid. Priced to sell quickly. 
$3 million includes skiff, squid permit and net 
for fishing. Call Don. (949) 279-9369.

FOR SALE
61' shallow draft tender. Twin 6-71 mains. Packs 
75k in 18ton IMS chiller. 75kw Deere, 20kw  
Lugger. 80-100 day contract available to  
qualified buyer. 240k. (941) 730-7474.

FOR LEASE
Secure your lease for the Dungeness 
crab season today! 300 pot WA coast  
Dungeness permit for lease. Permit is good  
up to 58'. (360) 268-2433.

CONTRACT WANTED
Economical tender that packs over 72,500 lbs. of 
salmon in RSW, seeks a gill net tendering contract 
for 2016. Also looking for an experienced tender-
ing captain. Call (360) 531-3074.

FOR SALE
New Construction. 17’-24’. Open sea skiffs. 
Cepter console, marine plywood, glass overlay. 
Please call for info. (360) 642-4672 or email 
mlat@willapabay.org.

WANTED
Someone to fish around 16,000 lbs. of halibut in 
4B. Walk on, but will crew if preferred. Call (360) 
301-5947.

MILLENNIUM SEAFOOD GROUP, LLC
SEEKING BUSINESS PARTNERS AND MANAGEMENT TEAM

A new company is on the horizon. Millennium Seafood Group, LLC is currently seeking business partners 
and expansion of the company management team. This is an excellent opportunity for qualified  
individuals to become a part of our exclusive, modern, 21st-century company in the commercial 
fishing and seafood industry. A vast umbrella of services under one roof include fleet ownership,  
management processing, seafood sales and a maritime fishing academy with a variety of benefits 
for the captain and crew. West Coast fishing operations include Alaska, Washington and California.

FOR MORE DETAILS, PLEASE CONTACT US AT 206-321-9965

FOR SALE
Have several California Lobster permits for sale. 
Some with traps. Priced to sell. Call Don Brock-
man. (949) 279-9369.

PERMIT FOR SALE
Successful cucumber dive permit Southern Cali-
fornia business for sale. Transferrable California 
Cucumber dive permit. Owner passed away. 
$42,000. Call Don Brockman. (949) 279-9369.
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Fish Factor continued from page 18

Balovich added that Alaska longliners are “great about paying 
their bills” and that 99.9 percent pay by the Jan. 31 deadline.

There’s one change for all bill payers this year – credit cards 
are no longer accepted over the phone due to security reasons.

“Everyone has access to their online landings, and if they go into 
their eFish account, it switches them over to a site called Pay.gov.  
It is very secure, and they can pay with a credit card there,”  
Balovich said.

Laine Welch writes the Fish Factor newspaper column and produces 
“Alaska Fish Radio” out of Kodiak.

Southern Climes continued from page 21

Humboldt County Board of Supervisors.
The plan will include short- and long-term recommendations 

on how to improve the local fishing industries and will be fol-
lowed up with a federal grant application request.

Richmond said the plan’s recommendations might address  
infrastructure and land use issues. Having the plan in place 
could also lead to creation of a Community Quota Fund to assist 
young fishermen with entering the rationalized groundfish fish-
ery through leasing of quota shares.

The ultimate goal is to establish “resilience for the commercial 
fleet,” Richmond added. She called attention to this year’s delay 
of the Dungeness crab season and said crab landings account for 
an average of 40 percent of Eureka’s fishing revenue.

“Being so overreliant on that one fishery creates some  
vulnerability,” Richmond told supervisors, adding that support-
ing access to other fisheries would offset that.

Daniel Mintz reports from Eureka, Calif.

The lawsuit portrays the IFQ program as an obstacle to the  
fishery’s economic success.

“The IFQ Program has not performed as NMFS intended,” 
it states. “Since the IFQ Program was initiated, utilization rates  
in the fishery have not improved, costs to harvesters have dra-
matically increased, and gross proceeds have remained stag-
nant, and in some cases, decreased.”

To bolster its claims, the lawsuit states that even NMFS  
has admitted – in a report sponsored by the agency – that the 
aggregate limit has “unduly burdened” the fishery.

The report, entitled “The Anatomy of a Multispecies Individu-
al Fishing Quota ‘Market’ in Development,” does state that large 
companies can “mitigate risk associated with uncertainty and 
may actually be able to do a better job of maximizing value.”

But the report adds that restrictive elements like aggregate 
limits “may also be necessary to avoid abuses of market power,” 
as there’s need to weigh the potential for “abuses that can occur 
as a result of centralized control and ‘market power.’”

Fewer trips, more revenue: Claiming that the IFQ program 
violates the Administrative Procedure Act, the Magnuson-
Stevens Fishery Conservation and Management Act, and the 
National Environmental Policy Act, the lawsuit demands that 
the aggregate limit be struck and that the costs of the litigation 
be paid by the defendants.

The Portland, Oregon-based law firm of Stoel Rives LLP is 
representing the plaintiffs. Phone messages to the firm and lead 
attorney Edward C. Duckers were not answered as of press time.

Pacific Choice’s portrayal of the fishery’s performance  
differs from that of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric  
Administration, of which NMFS is an arm.

According to a NOAA update report on the program’s  
status as of the 2013-14 season, “Vessels are making fewer trips  
per week but catching more fish and earning more revenue 
per trip under catch shares than they did previously, a sign of 
improving efficiency.”

In Northern California ports, trips per week are 50 percent 
lower than seen prior to the IFQ program – but average trip size is 
150 percent greater and average ex-vessel revenue per trip is 172  
percent greater, according to the update.

And while NOAA officials declined to comment on the  
lawsuit, Jim Milbury, the agency’s public affairs officer, 
described the program as one that has benefitted groundfish 
stocks.

“In general, we are quite happy with the status of all the 
stocks in the catch share program,” he said. “All of the over-
fished stocks are increasing in the manner anticipated in their 
rebuilding plans, some are rebuilt, and discards are very low.”

The number of West Coast IFQ permits has ranged from  
108 in 2011 to a low of 92 in 2015, when the trawl sector’s  
effort was focused on what Milbury described as a “huge” pink 
shrimp season.

Cost burden: If successful, Pacific Choice’s lawsuit could  
affect similarly structured IFQ programs in Alaska and the Gulf  
of Mexico.

But Pete Leipzig, the executive director of the Fishermen’s  
Marketing Association trawlers group, said that the West Coast 

Groundfish suit continued from page 6
program’s main flaw isn’t related to the aggregate limit.

“There’s certainly a problem that remains with the IFQ  
program, and it really centers on the cost of it,” he said.

The cost of carrying mandatory observers on all trips can top 
$500 a day, Leipzig said, and that’s in addition to a 3 percent fee 
on ex-vessel catch value to cover program administration and a 5 
percent fee to repay a federal loan for buying out vessels follow-
ing the fishery’s disaster declaration in 2000.

Milbury said that in addition to Pacific Choice and its subsid-
iaries, eight “unique entities” have tripped the 2.7 percent cumu-
lative limit and divested quota shares. Leipzig said the cap “has 
not been a hardship” for the trawl fleet, however.

The lawsuit claims that the IFQ program and its aggregate  
limit “seriously threaten the ongoing viability of the shoreside 
groundfish fishery all along the West Coast,” but Leipzig has a  
different take.

“Most people would say it works better than the system we 
had before, and the alternative we faced was banning trawl 
gear,” he said. “If given the choice, I think most people would 
say, ‘Let’s fish in the IFQ system.’”  

– Daniel Mintz
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Experience 
the Power  

of One

IP-MobileCast –  
Delivers operations  
and entertainment  
content directly  
to your vessel  
with no impact on  
your data plan or  
onboard speeds.

It’s a digital world, even at sea.
Do you have what you need to succeed?
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