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IN THIS ISSUE Editor’s note
®

The start of a new year is a time when many of us think ahead. A fisherman 
might consider his finances – whether he can afford vessel improvements,  
perhaps, or buy more quota. He might review the salmon forecasts or evaluate 
his crew needs.

Here’s something else that ought to be on your list, and right at the  
top – safety.

Now I can hear some of you groaning, “Yeah, right. Safety. Of course. Next 
topic, please.”

But hold up. Right now is the time to ask yourself how you intend to play 
it in 2015. Will you bother to wear that personal floatation device? Or will you 
cling to discredited notions or even superstition as an excuse not to?

We at Pacific Fishing figured our January issue was the right time to talk 
safety. We asked some of the top safety experts in the North Pacific to write 
articles for us.

Jennifer Lincoln, of the National Institute for Occupational Safety and 
Health, thoroughly demolishes the myth that you’re probably dead if you fall  
overboard into cold water.

If you’re stressing over finding the perfect PFD, Lincoln wisely counsels that 
the best device is simply “the one that you will wear.”

Jerry Dzugan, director of the Alaska Marine Safety Education Association, 
contributes some sage ergonomic advice for fishermen to avoid those “strains, 
sprains, and pains.”

We also offer you a couple of case studies on vessels lost. These cases, you 
will see, are mostly about good judgment.

OK, so maybe all this safety talk sounds like harping. But let’s put it this way. 
If you won’t take care of yourself, then think about those poor souls who might 
have to fish your bones out of the water. Think about your parents, spouse,  
or kids.

You might even think about us here at the magazine. We’d really rather not 
write up more tragedies this year.

      
Fast ascent: Sitka-based processing company Silver Bay Seafoods is again 

making news, and we’ve got to ask: Are we witnessing something special here?
We’ve seen the rise of several North Pacific processing titans in modern 

times. Names such as Trident, Icicle, and Pacific Seafood Group come to mind.
Silver Bay is not yet on that level. But what the company and its fishermen-

owners have done in less than a decade of existence is truly impressive.
Silver Bay now has Alaskan plants in Sitka, Craig, Metlakatla, Valdez, and 

Naknek. It also plans to build a new plant in Ventura, California.
In November, Silver Bay announced that tuna giant StarKist and its South 

Korean parent, Dongwon, would take a combined 12.5 percent equity interest 
in the company.

We don’t know for sure, but presumably that deal is worth millions  
of dollars.

Silver Bay seems to have benefitted from good timing. The last decade has 
seen a strong recovery for the Alaska salmon industry, which previously was 
mired in a depression that hammered the processing sector.

All processors take big risks. But that’s how you generate big rewards. Let’s 
see just how much of a processing powerhouse Silver Bay can become.
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Keeping upYoUr BUSINESS

It’s FRee! It’s dAILY!*
It’s the best commercial fishing news digest 
available in the North Pacific. Here’s some of 
what you missed by not reading Fish Wrap.

FishWrap

*You can subscribe to Fish Wrap by sending an email to circulation@nwpublishingcenter.com. Write your first 
name, your last name, and the words “Fish Wrap.” Do it now, before you go another month without Fish Wrap.

Congress takes aim at fishing piracy: For 
decades, no fishery has been pinched harder 
than Bering Sea king crab, which last year  
alone went up against 100 million pounds of 
pirated crab from Russia. Now, an international 
Port State Measures Agreement would cut into 
the illegal market deliveries. – Alaska Fish radio

Chum shortage impacts prices: The chum 
salmon fishery is well under way, but very  
low inventories are causing price volatility.  
– the Fish site

‘super typhoon’ to hit Aleutians: By the end 
of the week, the storm will be absorbed by the 
jet stream in the Pacific and form Super Typhoon 
Nuri. – KdlG

safety emphasized after drownings: Four 
people drowned during a recreational crab  
outing off the coast of Bodega Bay this week-
end, serving as a tragic reminder of the  
importance of boater safety for this winter’s 
sport and commercial Dungeness crab seasons. 
– del norte triplicate

salmon ranks high in U.s. consumption: 
Shrimp remained America’s favorite seafood last 
year – but Alaska is credited for pushing salmon 
to the second spot due to the huge production 
of pink salmon.  – Pacific Fishing columnist laine 
Welch, reporting for Alaska Fish radio

Federal suit challenges hired skippers rule: 
A lawsuit brought against the National Marine  
Fisheries Service challenges the new “hired  
skippers” rule in the halibut and sablefish  
fisheries. – deckboss.blogspot.com

silver Bay, starKist sign investment deal: 
Tuna giant StarKist and its South Korean parent, 
Dongwon, are taking a 12.5 percent stake in  
Sitka-based salmon processor Silver Bay  
Seafoods. – deckboss.blogspot.com

shippers Matson, Horizon Lines to merge: 
Horizon’s Alaska service consists of two  
weekly sailings from Tacoma to Anchorage and 
Kodiak, and a weekly sailing to Dutch Harbor.  
– investor.matson.com

Planning begins toward new Alaska  
governor: Although election results remain 

unofficial, Bill Walker has named a transition 
team. – adn.com

Big catch of 38.5 million sockeye forecast at 
Bristol Bay: The Naknek-Kvichak District  
is expected to see the largest run by far.  
– deckboss.blogspot.com

Parnell concedes governor’s race:  
Independent challenger Bill Walker will take 
over as Alaska’s chief executive. – adn.com

Begich concedes tight U.s. senate race: 
Republican Dan Sullivan, the former state  
attorney general and natural resources  
commissioner, will take over as Alaska’s junior 
senator. – adn.com

Traces of Fukushima radiation detected 
off the West Coast: A recent research cruise 
from Unalaska to Eureka, California, detected 
the front edge of the plume multiple times 
between 100 and 1,000 miles offshore. Radia-
tion experts, however, don’t see a significant 
health threat. – kucb.org

Murkowski, Rubio seek delay of fleet  
discharge regs: Senators aim to shield  
fishermen from “onerous” EPA requirements 
until the new Congress can pass permanent  
legislation. – murkowski.senate.gov

Outgoing Alaska governor delivers  
transition reports: The reports include one  
for the Department of Fish and game.  
– gov.alaska.gov

Fishermen’s Finest to build advanced  
trawler: The Kirkland, Washington, company 
says the trawler will be “the first carbon-neutral 
fishing vessel in the world and will fully utilize 
every fish caught.”  – deckboss.blogspot.com

Bristol Bay group releases sockeye  
market analysis: The Russian embargo will 
leave a large volume of Norwegian salmon 
without its traditional market, and will close  
a major market for Alaska salmon roe.  
– bbrsda.com

Alaska red king crab prices dip: Illegal  
fishing and overharvest in Russia remains a big 
concern. – kucb.org



wishes you a
joyful & prosperous

2015!
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Thank you for all your 
continued support!
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YoUr BUSINESS Commentary

The Capital Construction Fund program 
was established to assist the commercial 
fisheries of the United States in upgrading 
and improving their vessels and increas-
ing the safety of operations across all fleets. 
Through a contract with the National 
Marine Fisheries Service, a vessel owner 
can set aside pretax money to improve their 
fishing vessel. The funds are deposited into 
a restricted bank account. Taxes on funds 
deposited to the CCF account are deferred 
until after a vessel is upgraded. With NMFS 
approval, the funds from this account can 
be used to do major improvements to the 
vessel, construct a new vessel, purchase a 
used vessel, or make principal payments 
on vessel mortgages. The use of pretax  
dollars allows a vessel owner to more 
quickly accumulate the funds necessary to 
improve their vessel.

The last significant changes to the CCF 
regulations were in the mid-1970s. On 
Sept. 25, 2014, NMFS proposed regulatory  
changes to simplify the administrative 
processes related to the CCF program. The 
regulations had a limited 45-day comment 
period. There are some positive changes 
within the regulations and a FATAL flaw.

The limited positive changes include 
eliminating the minimum reconstruc-
tion requirement of $100,000 in order to  

Proposed changes could harm 
Capital Construction Fund program

by CHARLES MORGAN, CPA

withdraw funds from the CCF account. 
Now, any capital expenditure related to the 
vessel or to any safety, reliability, or energy 
efficiency project will qualify regardless 
of cost. Previously, reconstruction had to 
be completed in 18 months; this will be  
shortened to 12 months. This is not an issue 
for small projects. For the construction of 
new vessels, which commonly takes up 
to three years, vessel owners will have 
to obtain a waiver of the time limit. The 
requirement to make a minimum deposit in 
each tax year will be eliminated.

The FATAL flaw is the new regulatory 
requirement that any construction,  
acquisition, or reconstruction using CCF 
money cannot increase the harvesting 
capacity of any vessel. The regulations do 
not have a definition of harvesting capacity. 
For each improved vessel, another vessel 
with equal harvesting capacity must  
permanently lose its fishing endorsement. 
This dramatically reduces the value of the 
used vessel that is being replaced. The 
Coast Guard must be notified that the ves-
sel will never be eligible to participate in a 
U.S. fishing operation.

The basic concept of a capital improve-
ment in the Internal Revenue Code is that 
the improvement increases the value of the 
property by improving the asset (increasing 

capacity) or extending the useful life. An 
increase in the value is tied directly to the 
harvest capacity of the vessel. It is hard 
to imagine any capital improvement that 
would not increase harvesting capacity. 
Any improvement that merely extends the 
useful life of the vessel will increase harvest 
capacity in future years.

The lack of a definition of what is 
increased harvest capacity leads to extreme 
situations where the taxpayer could not use 
their CCF money. The ability to carry one 
more pound of fish because an obstruction 
in the fish hold has been removed is an 
increase in capacity. A faster line coiler that 
results in one more fish harvested per hour 
is an increase in capacity.

Fisheries management has moved from 
harvest capacity of the fleet to a system 
based on quotas. The fisheries are managed 
for sustainability based on fisheries sci-
ence, not fleet capacity. This management  
provision based on harvest capacity of  
a single vessel is archaic before being  
adopted.

In a rationalized fishery, which is  
managed based on allowable quotas, 
the harvesting capacity of an individual  
vessel has no impact. Such fisheries include 
halibut, sablefish, pollock, crab, and many 
other species. Open access fisheries that 
are managed by setting annual quotas  
that are monitored by state and federal  
regulators are also not affected by the  
harvesting capacity of an individual vessel.

The harvest capacity limitation does 
not take into account the construction of 
a single vessel to replace two less efficient 
vessels. It is in direct opposition to improve-
ment of the safety of the fleet because it 
would effectively prohibit an upgrade to 
a new vessel. It does not consider other 
benefits such as improved fuel efficiency, 
resulting in less consumption of fossil 
fuels. If the cost of new vessel construction  

Continued on page 38
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YoUr BUSINESS Salmon management by MICHEL DROUIN

The United Fishermen and Allied Workers’ Union (UFAWU-
Unifor) has released a video titled “Wasted sockeye” claiming 
that Canadian federal fisheries officials permitted so many Skeena  
River sockeye upstream in 2014 that a million had to be locked out 
of spawning channels at Babine Lake.

Babine Lake contains 67 percent of the total sockeye rearing 
area and produces 75 to 95 percent of the total Skeena River sock-
eye production. Babine Lake was enhanced in the late 1960s and 
early 1970s with the development of sockeye spawning channels 
at tributaries Pinkut and Fulton creeks. The channels account for 
approximately 90 percent of the fry recruitment to the main basin. 
Wild (unenhanced) sockeye also rear in Babine Lake, as well as in 
all 28 non-Babine nursery lakes in the Skeena system.

UFAWU-Unifor northern representative Joy Thorkelsen said a 
million too many sockeye were permitted to swim upstream than 
were necessary for spawning requirements.

“They put 2,050,000 into the lake,” she said. “They need 500,000 
for spawning and the Lake Babine Nation fished 500,000 out so that 
leaves a million too many spawners.”

Unprecedented: This is a record number of spawners into the 
lake, Thorkelsen said.

“Since 1990 DFO has never put that many spawners in the lake,” 
she said. “I don’t believe DFO has ever put more than that many 
into the lake.

“This is a 2.8 million run and they put 2 million into the lake. 
When we used to have runs of 6 million, they only put 1.9 million 
into the lake.”

Meanwhile, Thorkelsen said the fleet took 427,000 sockeye and 
was kept to 18 percent of the run.

The fleet should have been permitted to target at least 25 percent 
of the run if not 40, Thorkelsen said.

Thorkelsen argues that a 40 percent harvest would have given 
the commercial fleet a catch of 1 million sockeye instead of 427,000 
and would have provided $6 million to fishermen and doubled the 
earnings of Prince Rupert fish plant workers in 2014. 

DFO’s response: Mel Kotyk, North Coast Area director for 
DFO, said that what is available to the commercial fishery is based 
on a sliding scale relating to the size of the returning run.

According to his figures, Kotyk explained that 650,000 Skeena 
River sockeye were available to the commercial fleet in 2014 and 
that between 600,000 and 650,000 were caught.

“Skeena sockeye are an amalgamation of a number of differ-
ent rivers that feed into the river,” he said. “Some are enhanced, 
some are wild, some of those wild stocks are doing well, and others  
are not. It is a mixture of a number of stocks. We try to open a  
commercial fishery so we are targeting those abundant fish and try 
to time the fishery for when they are going into the Skeena River.”

The management problem, Kotyk explained, is that early and 
late in the season the weaker stocks are mingling with the stronger 
enhanced runs, so DFO closes off the marine fisheries. Some fishing 
inriver is permitted later when the stronger stocks have separated 
out to their home streams.

Regarding the escapement into the Babine Lake system, 

British Columbia union claims  
1 million sockeye wasted

Kotyk said DFO gauges how many fish go into Babine Lake, the  
spawning channels, the wild streams, plus those taken in Excess to 
Salmon Spawning Requirements (ESSR) fisheries.

“What we do know was that 2 million fish passed the fence 
into the lake, and 500,000 entered and spawned in the spawning 
channels, and another 500,000 were harvested by the Lake Babine 
Nation fishery,” Kotyk said. 

In addition, Kotyk said, 300,000 to 500,000 spawned in other 
tributary rivers, and some were caught by sport fishers and other 
First Nation fisheries.

In the end, there were less unutilized sockeye than the 1 million 
the UFAWU-Unifor referred to in the video, Kotyk said.

“Somewhere between 500,000 and 700,000 went into the lake 
and are not accounted for in spawning channels and tributaries,”  
he said.

Kim Olsen, UFAWU-Unifor president, disputes Kotyk’s figures 
on the commercial catch.

“He’s fudging the numbers,” Olsen said. “Joy’s number of 
427,000 taken by the commercial fleet is correct. He (Kotyk) is just 
trying to make DFO look good rather than giving us more access 
to the fish.”  

Seattle-based Trident Seafoods Corp. on Dec. 8 announced it had 
signed a letter of intent to purchase the assets of Western Alaska 
Fisheries in Kodiak.

The processing plant belongs to Westward Seafoods Inc., a  
subsidiary of Japanese seafood giant Maruha Nichiro.

The deal was expected to close by Dec. 31, a Trident press release 
said. Financial terms were not disclosed.

The Western Alaska plant is located about half a mile from  
Trident’s existing facility in Kodiak.

Both plants process pollock, cod, salmon, and other species.
“We’re excited to be able to expand our presence in Kodiak,” 

said Joe Bundrant, Trident’s chief executive officer. “I was 
born in Kodiak and have a vested interest in Trident’s ongoing  
commitment to Alaska’s sustainable fisheries and the community 
of Kodiak.”

Local radio station KMXT quoted Bundrant as saying  
Trident’s plans include construction of “a nice-size freezer facility”  
in Kodiak.

“In the past several years I think Trident has received some  
not-so-flattering feedback that we’ve been tendering fish out of the 
Gulf of Alaska into Akutan … and we intend to process that fish 
here in Kodiak going forward,” Bundrant said.  

Trident to acquire  
Western Alaska Fisheries 
plant in Kodiak
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YoUr BUSINESS Safety

The sea can be hostile.   Hazards abound.  
Disaster and risk of injury are never far away. 

Training programs dedicated to the safe return 
of men and women who work on the water

COME HOME.  SAFE.
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WE ASPIRE TO:
•	 Be	the	maritime	industry’s	

first	choice	for	safety	and	
emergency	procedures	
training

•	 Provide	tools	and	
motivation	to	help	our	
students	improve	safety	in	
their	workplace

•	 Build	lasting	professional	
realtionships	through	
exceptional	customer	
service

•	 Establish	pride	through	
professionalism

WHAT WE DO:
•	 Provide	hands-on	learning	

experiences
•	 Utilize	purpose	built	

training	facilities
•	 Employ	only	exceptional	

instructors
•	 Partner	with	companies	

who	pro-actively	support	
their	employees’	safety

•	 Conduct	initial	and	
recurrent	training	for	
thousands	of	professional	
mariners	every	year

Fremont Maritime	is	a	committed	world	leader	in	the	field	
of	marine	safety	and	survival	training.		We	are	proud	to	help	
professional	mariners	do	a	difficult	job	well,	reduce	their	risk	
of	on-the-job	accidents	and	injuries,	and	help	them	come	
home	safe	to	the	people	who	care	about	them.

Training programs dedicated 
to the safe return of men and 
women who work on the water.

The sea can be hostile. 
Hazards abound. 
Disaster and risk of injury 
are never far away.

Winter 2012 PFR – 1

fremontmaritime.com

Will you bother wearing a personal flotation device this year? Photos courtesy of niOsH

I’ve talked to hundreds of fishermen about 
wearing personal flotation devices, or PFDs, 
while they work hard on deck. I’ve heard 

many concerns about discomfort, wearabil-
ity, and bulkiness, and about the devices them-
selves becoming an entanglement hazard. I 
understand these concerns. However, the one 
comment that alarms me the most is, “Why 
should I wear a PFD? A person dies within five 
minutes from hypothermia after entering the 
cold water anyway.”

This just simply isn’t true!
Yes, a person can drown in the first five  

minutes if no flotation is worn. But it takes at 
least 30 minutes for an average adult to become 
hypothermic, although water temperature and 

by JENNIFER LINCOLN

The notion that 
death is sure after a 
fall into frigid water 
is a myth – and no 
excuse for spurning 
a PFD

WEAR IT!
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in the event of a fall into frigid water, a PFd can save you from the  
initial shock and give you vital time to think and await a rescue.

Which PFd is best? “the one that you will wear,” says Jennifer lincoln, 
a safety researcher.

body mass affect the exact length of time.
When a fisherman falls overboard into 

the North Pacific, the survival clock starts  
ticking. NIOSH captured an exciting  
survival story from the crew of the F/V 
Paul Revere. They survived for two hours in 
Bristol Bay after their vessel capsized. Their 
PFDs bought them time and allowed them 
to think. F/V Paul Revere crew member Don 
Ward summed it up perfectly: “What these 
PFDs did was create one less worry for us. 
Instead of worrying about staying afloat and 
expending energy to stay afloat, we were 
able to take stock of the situation and fig-
ure out what we needed to do to get out of  
the water.” 

The F/V Paul Revere story is online at 
youtube.com/watch?v=XuFo6lIqTNM.

So why do so many people believe there is 
no hope of survival in cold water? Why does 
the instant hypothermia myth exist?

Unfortunately, it is true that many fisher-
men have drowned very quickly after falling 
into the ocean. But this is because they were 
not wearing any flotation, not due to hypo-
thermia. I’m alarmed every time I read a case 
where the eyewitnesses say they “watched 
him sink as soon as he hit the water.” This 
happens not because of hypothermia but 
because of the physiological response the 
human body has when it enters cold water.

Three stages of trouble: Gordon  
Giesbrecht, a cold water researcher, has 
identified stages of cold water immersion. 
The first phase is “cold shock response.” It 
lasts for only one or two minutes. During 

this phase, an automatic gasp response and 
hyperventilation occur from the shock of the 
cold water temperature. At this time, it is 
possible that without a PFD, water may be 
breathed into the lungs and the victim may 
drown. However, if a fisherman is wearing 

a PFD, the device will assist in keeping him 
or her afloat. A conscious person can keep 
their head out of the water during this cold 
shock response phase if they are wearing a  
flotation device.

Continued on page 10

Follow our blog on our website: www.ptshipwrights.com
/PortTownsendShipwrightsCoop

Servicing the NW Fishing Fleet for Over 40 Years

PORT TOWNSEND
SHIPWRIGHTS CO-OP

360.385.6138
toll free 800.567.8780

wood   

aluminum   

steel   

systems

On THe WeB
Phases of cold water immersion
tinyurl.com/ptvyxzu
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YoUr BUSINESS Safety
The second phase is “cold incapacitation,” also known as swim-

ming failure, which occurs within the next 15 minutes of immersion. 
During this phase, blood flow to the extremities decreases in order 
to preserve heat in the core vital organs. The muscles and nerves that 
are needed to swim lose the ability to make meaningful movements. 
If the fisherman is not wearing a personal flotation device, he will 
not be able to tread water, swim, or stay afloat. PFDs will keep the  
person afloat during this phase of cold water immersion, saving  
his life.  

The third phase is actual hypothermia, the lowering of the 
body’s core temperature. This starts to set in after about 30 minutes. 
Again, exactly when this sets in depends on body type, water tem-
perature, sea conditions, clothing, and other factors. This time – at 
least 30 minutes – is enough for a trained crew to circle back to the  

person who fell overboard and pull 
him or her back on board – as long  
as the person in the water is wearing a PFD! 
It is particularly important that fishermen 
who work on cold water wear flotation 
devices because PFDs buy you time.

Falls overboard are one of the leading 
causes of fatalities in the commercial 
fishing industry. During 2000-13, 198 fisher-
men died from falls overboard nationwide, 
and not a single one was wearing a PFD 
when they drowned. This means a couple 
of things to me: Fishermen don’t wear PFDs, 
and fishermen who do don’t drown.

Many fishermen do wear PFDs. To  
survive a fall overboard, a successful 
retrieval is vital, as well as proper onboard 
care for the crewman. If fishermen would 
do just one thing to improve their odds of 
survival, it would be to wear a PFD all the 
times when on deck.

Choosing a PFD: So what is the per-
fect PFD? My answer is, “The one that you  
will wear.”

There are devices built into raingear, 
some that auto-inflate, some with thinner or 
thicker foam, and some with good range of 
motion. Many on the market are designed 
for fishermen or by fishermen.

A few years ago, my team and I inter-
viewed 500 fishermen in Alaska and  
Oregon to find the perfect PFD. What we 
found was that each of the groups (Bering 
Sea and Dungeness crabbers, longliners, 
gillnetters, and trawlers) were able to find 
a device that they liked and could easily  
work in.

Some suggested that they would have 
one PFD for winter fishing and one for 
summer fishing. Others told us that PFDs 
should be designed like a football uniform 
or they should hug you like a beautiful 
woman. We know that with so many PFDs  

A few years ago, niOsH interviewed 500 fishermen in Alaska and 
Oregon on PFd preferences.

 You gonna tell your 

crew to wear PFDs or 

tell their families why 

you couldn’t save them?

-Angus Iversen
-Angus Iversen

Mention of any company or product does not constitute endorsement by the National Institute for Occupational Safety and Health (NIOSH).

Today’s options make it easy to fi nd a comfortable, 

work-friendly PFD that extends survival in the 

water. Guide your men to livetobesalty.org. 

Then make PFDs mandatory on deck.

Today’s options make it easy to fi nd a comfortable, Today’s options make it easy to fi nd a comfortable, 

Continued on page 38



 www.pACifiCfiShiNg.Com  £  JANUARY 2015  £  pACifiCfiShiNg  £  11

Angus iversen doing his thing on the showfloor at Pacific Marine Expo 
in november. Wesley loy photo

Have you met Angus Iversen?
Angus is a successful, wise, and experienced fisherman. He 

is teaching lessons learned the hard way. He’s no nonsense in a 
life vest. He’s also the spokesman for the National Institute for  
Occupational Safety and Health’s Live to Be Salty campaign, 
and he’s got a few things to say about personal flotation devices,  
or PFDs.

It’s well-established that dying from a fall overboard is a  
leading cause of death among commercial fishermen. But it’s also 
true that the solution exists at the head of the dock at your local 
gear shop – a PFD.

Finding the right PFD – one that’s comfortable, doesn’t interfere 
with work on deck, and is durable enough to survive working on 
a fishing vessel – is literally a matter of life and death. With a little 
help from Angus, we hope fishermen will rethink their opinions of 
life vests and spend some time finding a PFD that works as hard 
as they do. 

Angus started showing up on the docks around Alaska in May 
2014, and since then NIOSH has been working closely with gear 
vendors, safety training groups, and fishing companies to put his 
face on every bulletin board and in every wheelhouse from Dutch 
Harbor to Coos Bay.

In addition to giving frank opinions on PFD use, Angus is also a 
research project. NIOSH developed Angus with messages for three 
specific fisheries: Bristol Bay gillnetting, BeringSea crabbing, and 
Oregon and Washington Dungeness fishing. NIOSH researchers 
are evaluating fishermen’s thoughts about Angus and their  
retention of his message with the hope that someone like Angus 
may be able to address other safety issues facing fishermen in the 
rest of the United States.

A little humorous, a bit sarcastic, but always direct, Angus 
tells it like it is and directs people to the styles of PFDs that 
will work for them. His messages are backed up by years of 
NIOSH research on commercial fishing fatalities and input from  
hundreds of commercial fishermen. The initiative website,  
livetobesalty.org, highlights the results of 400 surveys and over 200 
PFD evaluations from commercial fishermen in Alaska.

So if you’re looking for some good advice from fellow  
fishermen, check out livetobesalty.org to see what PFD styles were 
preferred by peers in your fleet. A PFD will buy you and your crew 
time to rescue someone in an emergency or keep him afloat and 
alive while the Coast Guard responds. The choice is yours: You can 
be a fisherman, or be a statistic. Work hard, stay safe, and Live to 
Be Salty.  

You can find Live to Be Salty on Facebook at facebook.com/livetobesalty. 
You can also follow us on Twitter (@livetobesalty) or visit the program 
website at livetobesalty.org.

With sarcasm and 
humor, Angus Iversen 
delivers life lessons

YoUr BUSINESS Safety by JENNIFER LINCOLN, NIOSH

NET Systems Providing Ultra Cross  
Netting for your Fishery needs:

ULTRA CROSS KNOTLESS NETTING: UC SILVER, UC PE BLACK, 
NEW IVORY PE, POLYESTER, AND NYLON.

•	UC	NETTING	PROVIDES	LESS	DRAG	IN	THE	TRAWL
•	USING	UC	NETTING	REDUCED	FUEL	CONSUMPTION
•	LESS	DOWN	TIME	DUE	TO	OVERALL	STRENGTH	OF	US	NETTING
•	EXCELLENT	ABRASION	RESISTANCE

“HUNDREDS	OF	SATISFIED	CUSTOMERS	AROUND	THE	WORLD	 
USING	THE	ULTRA	CROSS	KNOTLESS	NETTING.”

Contact NET Systems for Netting and Fishing Gear needs:
7910 NE Day Rd West, Bainbridge Island, WA 98110

Email: Sales@net-sys.com
Phone: 206-842-5623, Fax 206-842-6832

Toll Free: 1-800-722-5568
www.net-sys.com
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Which person seen here will experience the least back strain? Jerry dzugan photos

E rgonomics is the science of fitting the 
workplace and tools to the worker, 
instead of the worker having to adapt 

to the workplace. Adapting the work stations 
on a fishing vessel to the fishermen results 
in better work productivity, less injury, bet-
ter quality fish, less medical (and liability) 
expense, less pain and fatigue, a longer work 
life, and more money in the bank.

Strains, sprains, tendonitis, and carpal tun-
nel syndrome due to poor lifting and moving 
currently make up 40 to 60 percent of inju-
ries. These are the medical problems reported 
most frequently by fishermen, and many of 
these problems are underreported despite the 
pain, expensive medical bills, and decreased 
productivity and even work life.

by JERRY DZUGAN

Strains, sprains, and pains: 
ergonomics in commercial fishing

Fishermen can take a number of steps to 
reduce the likelihood of these musculoskel-
etal disorders.

• Start a stretching and exercise program 
and make it a part of your daily routine. In 
particular focus on the back, shoulders, and 
arms. Consult a professional such as a physi-
cal therapist about which stretching exercises 
are best for you and make this a daily part 
of your routine before, during, and after the 
fishing season. In addition, before you go out 
on deck to work, do a two- to four-minute 
warm-up with some of these exercises. Such 
warm-ups throughout the work shift will 
keep you in better shape physically and keep 
you more alert. “Motion is the lotion” that if 
done correctly will keep your musculoskeletal  

system working most efficiently.
• When lifting, keep the weight being 

lifted or moved close to your body’s trunk. 
The farther the weight is away from your 
body, the more force is placed on your back 
muscles. Also remember that bending over 
at the waist with knees unbent just to pick 
up a piece of line on deck will place several 
hundred pounds of force on the back mus-
cles. That’s because your back muscles are 
lifting not just the line but also your upper 
trunk’s weight to the vertical position.

• Keep yourself warm, especially your 
hands and wrists. Cold desensitizes skin 
receptors, which makes you grip tools, 
knives, and fish harder. This in turn 
demands more force from your muscles 
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When lifting, it’s wise to use your free hand as 
a brace.

and tendons. Neoprene wristers and non-
slip and insulated gloves are a great help in  
this regard.

• Push instead of pull if you have a 
choice. In general, pushing causes less strain 
than pulling.

• Avoid lifting weights above the shoul-
ders. Try to keep most of your work 
between the waist and shoulders. There is 
usually no good reason to gaff a fish, lift it 
over your shoulders, and slam it down on 
the deck or hatch. It’s bad for you and bad 
for fish quality.

• “Preserve the curves” and maintain 
good posture. The spine naturally has four 
curves when standing correctly. Straight-
ening out the curves by bending over and 
not bending knees removes the curves and 
causes more stress on the back.

• When carrying a weight with two  
people, the person carrying the weight  
with hands behind the back (if possible) 
experiences less strain to the back.

• Put the bend in the tool. Keep the wrist 
straight when using force. Bent handles on 
knives, fish scrapers, and other tools often 
allow the wrist to work in a posture-neutral 
position, which causes less strain.

• Make a bridge when lifting objects with 
one hand by placing the free hand on your 

leg or a nearby surface to use arm muscles 
to help with the lift.

• Keep working surfaces at about the 
height of your lower trunk for most work 
with fish. Shorter crew should use a riser to 
stand on if the working surface is too high.

• Don’t twist the back when lifting.
• Don’t jerk a weight quickly when  

lifting.
• Tighten stomach muscles to assist  

when lifting.
More information on ergonomics  

specific to commercial fishing can be found 
at amsea.org/resources.  

Jerry Dzugan is director of the Alaska Marine 
Safety Education Association, www.amsea.org. 
AMSEA has port-based marine safety trainers 
who work with the fishing industry on all coasts 
of the United States. Dzugan has worked as a 
salmon and halibut fisherman since 1980. He has 
worked with ergonomist Don Bloswick, Ph.D., 
for many years on ergonomics for the fishing 
industry. AMSEA provides ergonomics training 
and other safety courses to onshore and offshore 
workers in the fishing industry. Dzugan can be 
reached at director@amsea.org.
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the fishing vessel Chevelle on the jetty at newport, Ore., in March 2012. u.s. Coast Guard photo

Editor’s note: The National Transportation Safety Board in September 
released a report titled “Safer Seas 2013: Lessons Learned from  
Marine Accident Investigations.” The report is available online at  
tinyurl.com/ldylqh3 and includes summaries of some commercial fishing 
vessel casualties. We reprint two case studies here, one from Oregon and 
the other from Alaska.

 Grounding and Loss of the Chevelle

The fishing vessel Chevelle was returning to its homeport of  
Newport, Oregon, when a series of large breaking waves on its stern 
resulted in a loss of maneuverability and grounding on the Yaquina 
Bay entrance north jetty on March 10, 2012. The crew was hoisted to 
safety by a US Coast Guard helicopter before the vessel broke apart 
and sank more than a day later, resulting in an estimated loss of 
$625,000. No one was injured.

Two days earlier, the Chevelle had completed a Dungeness  
crabbing trip north of Point Arena, California, and was head-
ing north to unload its catch in Newport, a voyage of about 360  
nautical miles. On board the vessel were the master and three deck-
hands, accompanied by a dog. The master told investigators that, 
before the vessel departed Point Arena, he checked all bilge alarms 
and found them to be functional. He estimated that at the time of the 
accident, the vessel had 3,000 to 4,000 gallons of diesel fuel remaining.

To reach Newport harbor, vessels must transit from the Pacific 
Ocean into the Yaquina River and Yaquina Bay. As in may coastal 
northwest harbors, vessels arriving and departing Newport must 
cross a “bar” where the deep waters of the ocean meet the shallower 
waters near a river mouth. North and south jetties 990 feet apart  
protect the 40-foot-deep entrance channel to Yaquina Bay.

At 1344 on March 10, Coast Guard Station Yaquina Bay issued 
a bar report restricting “all recreational vessels and uninspected  
passenger vessels” from operating in the channel from the middle of 
the north jetty to the ocean due to hazardous conditions. Although 
these reports provide all mariners information regarding bar  
conditions, as a commercial fishing vessel, the Chevelle was not  

The demise of two fishing vessels: 
Chevelle and Heritage

subject to these restrictions.
Shortly after 1700, the master turned the Chevelle east to cross the 

Yaquina Bay bar and lined up the vessel on the center of the entrance 
channel. He later stated that although there was some wave and chop 
on the bar, he had crossed it in worse conditions and did not hesitate 
to proceed. On the other hand, a crewmember indicated that these 
were the worst conditions in which he had attempted to cross a bar.

As the vessel began the transit, swells were increasing. After the 
accident, at 1906, the Coast Guard expanded the bar restriction to 
include a larger area of the channel.

Just before the Chevelle crossed the jetty tips, the vessel took a large 
breaking wave over its starboard quarter, resulting in a severe heel 
and turning the vessel toward the north jetty. Another wave over the 
starboard quarter rolled the vessel again, leaving the Chevelle heeled 
further over and down by the head, and it did not recover. A witness 
said crab pots located on the deck appeared to shift. Such a redistribu-
tion of weight, along with water on the deck from the breaking wave, 
could have contributed to the severity of the heel and the inability of 
the vessel to right itself. The wave left the vessel touching the north 
jetty boulders bow-first but the vessel was not hard aground.

The master initially attempted to back down but was unable to free 
the vessel as subsequent waves drove it further against and up onto 
the jetty. At 1725, the master contacted the Coast Guard for assistance, 
and two 47-foot-long motor lifeboats (MLBs), designed for opera-
tion in heavy surf, launched to respond. At 1739, the Chevelle lost 
propulsive power, but its generator continued to operate. By 1948, a 
hull breach caused the vessel engine room and forepeak tank to begin 
flooding, and a stream of diesel oil was leaking from the hull.

The crew donned survival suits, and the MLBs attempted to tow 
the vessel off the jetty. The Coast Guard took the vessel under a 
100-foot tow but had to cut the line at 1805 because the vessel was 
hard aground and conditions were hazardous. The rough conditions 
prevented the MLBs from conducting a rescue, and one crewman 
jumped off the vessel to the jetty. At 1823, a Coast Guard helicopter 
arrived, and all four crewmembers and the dog were hoisted to a safe 

Continued on page 16
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Bering Sea/Aleutian Islands (BSAI) 

Groundfish Catch Limits 
Marine conservation isn’t new to Alaska Seafood. 
In fact, a precautionary approach to setting harvest
levels has been in place for decades. Look at the

BSAI Catch Limits chart and see how the numbers tell the story. Each year
scientists conduct surveys of the available biomass and use this data 
to calculate conservative catch limits – Acceptable Biological Catch (ABC).
Then, fisheries managers go a step further and set harvest quotas –
Total Allowable Catch (TAC) – that never exceeds the sustainable ABC. 
And, with the FAO-Based Responsible Fisheries Management (RFM) 
Certification, you have even more assurance that conserving our oceans 
is anything but trendy to us. Learn more at www.alaskaseafood.org

Alaska didn’t jump on the 
SUSTAINABILITY trend.  

WE STARTED IT.
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location on the south jetty where they were 
able to walk ashore.

After the Chevelle broke apart and sank, 
the forward half of the vessel was later  
located inside the north jetty tip and salvaged 
in August 2012, but the stern was not located. 
The monetary loss due to the sinking was 
estimated to be $625,000.

After the accident, the master was tested 
for both alcohol and drugs with negative 
results. He stated he was very familiar with 
transiting the Yaquina Bay bar and had done 
so “hundreds” of times. The other three  
deckhands had from 2 to 20 years of fishing 

vessel experience.
Regardless of precautions taken, crossing 

a bar in large swells is inherently hazardous, 
and mariners should take steps to reduce risk.

Probable cause

The National Transportation Safety 
Board determines that the probable cause 
of the grounding and subsequent loss of the  
Chevelle as it crossed the Yaquina Bay 
bar was the master’s loss of control of the  
fishing vessel after a series of breaking waves 
on the stern heeled the vessel to a severe 
degree from which it did not recover.

Continued on page 38

 Sinking of the Heritage

The 67-foot-long fishing vessel Heri-
tage was returning to Lazy Bay to unload a  
cargo of fish to the fish tender vessel Tuxed-
ni. The seven-person complement on board 
the Heritage had been fishing south of Sitki-
nak Island, about 25 miles south-southeast 
of Lazy Bay. During the return, which took 
place in a storm, ice built up on the ves-
sel, causing it to list, flood, and sink. The  
crew abandoned the vessel about 0600 on 
January 25, 2012.

The master stated that, while en route to 
Lazy Bay, the Heritage encountered north-
west winds in excess of 50 knots and heavy 
freezing spray. The master stopped the vessel 
in Russian Harbor, about 12 miles southeast 
of the port in Lazy Bay, so the crew could 
remove ice from the vessel. After ice remov-
al and waiting for slack tide, the master 
resumed the return voyage across Alitak Bay 
toward Lazy Bay.

As the vessel transited toward Lazy Bay, 
the crew continued to remove ice. One of the 
crewmembers said, “The final time we beat 
ice we didn’t make a lot of progress and it 
seemed like we made ice as fast as we could 
clear it.” The master said that, while crossing 
Alitak Bay, the vessel experienced 90 mph 
wind gusts, 10- to 15-foot seas, snow, and 
fog. Eventually, the crew took a break from 
ice removal. One of the crewmembers told 
investigators that, about 20 minutes after 
the break began the vessel started listing to 
port. Another crewmember said that after the  
vessel began to list he saw the engine room 
fill with water.

The master made a radio distress call, and 
then he, the crew, and the onboard National 
Marine Fisheries Service (NMFS) observer 
donned their immersion suits and entered 
the water about 3.5 miles from Lazy Bay. The 
master and four of the crewmembers made it 
into the vessel’s liferaft and were picked up 
by the crew of the Tuxedni, with which they 
were to rendezvous in Lazy Bay. The crew of 
a US Coast Guard helicopter rescued the final 
crewmember and the NMFS observer from 
the water.

Each of the National Weather Service 
marine forecasts for the area where the  
Heritage operated included a “heavy freez-
ing spray warning” beginning at 0400 on 
Sunday, January 22, 2012, when the vessel 
departed Lazy Bay, to the time of the sink-
ing. Sea spray icing occurs when cold, wave- 
generated spray comes in contact with 
exposed surfaces and the air temperature 
is below freezing. Higher wave heights  
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alaSka ScIENcE

An Alaska blackfish in an aquarium at the state department of Fish and Game office in Fairbanks. ned rozell photo

Imagine a shallow lake north of Hughes, 
in the cold heart of Alaska. In frigid,  
sluggish water, dim blue light pene-

trates 2 feet of ice. The ice has a quarter-size 
hole, maintained by a stream of methane  
bubbles. Every few minutes, a brutish little 
fish swims up, sips air, and peels back to  
the dank.

The Alaska blackfish is an evolutionary 
loner that fins through lakes and tundra 
ponds across much of the state. It exists 
nowhere else, except just across Bering 
Strait in Siberia. Not much larger than a 
banana, the fish is different from others in 
the state because in addition to gathering 
oxygen through its gills, it can pull it from 
free air.

Though many fish have the ability 
to breathe air, most of them live in the  
tropics. The Alaska blackfish’s ability 
to gulp the same air as you and me has 
allowed it to occupy stagnant northern 
pools that kill other fish. When ice seals off 
small lakes and the stocked rainbow trout 
goes belly up, the blackfish guts it out.

Just how tough is the blackfish? An 
enduring rural legend is of a blackfish being 
chipped from a frozen mass of its brethren 
and fed to a sled dog. The fish thaws and 

by NED ROZELL

The Alaska blackfish is one tough customer
revives in the dog’s stomach, where its 
wriggling causes the dog to vomit. There 
on the snow, a live fish writhes, resurrected. 
This story has persisted at least since Lucien 
Turner, writing about Alaska natural history 
in 1886, first documented it.

Per Scholander was skeptical about 
Turner’s “colorful” report. Scholander was 
a physiologist interested in how creatures 
and plants survive extreme cold. Along 
with Laurence Irving, who later founded 
the University of Alaska Fairbanks Institute 
of Arctic Biology, Scholander traveled to 
Barrow in 1948 to study plants and animals. 
In their journal writeup of that work, they 
devoted the final chapter to “Experiments 
on Freezing the Blackfish.”

From Barrow lakes, the scientists  
captured eight blackfish and froze them 
into a block of ice. When they thawed the 
fish, none were alive.

“However,” Scholander wrote, “the 
blackfish, like man and other animals, can 
survive being partially frozen.”

Prestone experiments: To see how 
much blackfish could take, the men subject-
ed them to more tests. They conducted these 
experiments by dipping parts of the fish 
in Prestone antifreeze chilled to subzero. 

Two fish frozen from their tails to pecto-
ral fins thawed and survived for five days 
before they died. The researchers noted the 
fish swam using only fins that had not been 
dipped and that blood circulation never 
resumed in the frozen parts.

They then dunked the heads of five fish. 
The men were impressed with the result 
after thawing: “The fish swam around the 
next day, in spite of a circulationless dead 
head.” But all died within three days.

The physiologists concluded that the 
blackfish, though quite impressive, does not 
recover from the freezing of its tissues and 
cannot survive becoming a fish-sicle.

“Our observations have in no sense 
defamed the blackfish,” Scholander  
concluded more than 60 years ago. “Every 
winter they are still being thrown hard  
frozen to the ravenous dogs of the Yukon 
and Kuskokwim valleys…. Indeed a  
fortunate observer may still see the dogs 
throw up the fish alive, provided only that 
the fish were not too hard frozen.”  

Ned Rozell is a science writer for the  
University of Alaska Fairbanks Geophysical 
Institute.
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the F/V Ocean storm is a 58-foot fiberglass seiner/trawler/crabber that moors in sand Point, Alaska. Margaret Harris photos

Like many fishermen, Mike Alfieri’s path to the ocean was 
set by his father. His dad wasn’t a fisherman, however –  
he was an attorney whose client base included Delta  

Marine Industries. 
The working relationship led to an experience that changed his 

son’s life. When Alfieri was 13 years old, he was invited along with 
his father on a commercial fishing trip in Puget Sound on one of 
Delta’s 42-foot vessels. 

“It did set the hook – I had no idea what commercial fishing was 
all about until then,” Alfieri said. 

Eventually working as a deckhand, he learned a lot more – 
enough to take over the lease on a Delta boat that he operated for 
more than a decade. After working in salmon seine fisheries and a 
season of trawling for Pacific cod, Alfieri pursued what would be a 
milestone in his career.

by DANIEL MINtZ 

F/V Ocean Storm and owner  
Mike Alfieri are ‘all maxed out’

In 1992, he enlisted Delta to custom-build the F/V Ocean Storm, 
a 58-foot fiberglass seiner/trawler.

“At the time, it was state of the art,” Alfieri said. But as times 
change, so do boats. 

Survival of the fittest: Alfieri lives in Washington but moors 
in Sand Point, Alaska. Fishing for pollock and cod in the Gulf of  
Alaska has driven constant improvements to his vessel. 

“I trawl in the gulf, which is basically the only competitive  
fishery left in the Western Hemisphere, and I have to stay one step 
ahead of the next guy to be successful,” he said. 

When the Ocean Storm started work, a used rope trawl worked 
fine. But as catch volumes increased, a series of upgrades followed. 

A new net led to installation of new trawl doors, and the 
520-horsepower main was replaced with a 750-horsepower engine.  

That’s what Alfieri considers “our sweet spot for fuel and what-
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Mike Alfieri, owner of the F/V Ocean storm, makes a point of staying 
on top of the latest technology – as well as fishery politics.

not,” allowing a cruise speed of 9 knots. “I’m actually burning less 
fuel than I was before,” he said. 

But more main power demanded installation of a new propeller 
and other improvements.

“Now I’ve got it all maxed out so nothing can be made  
Continued on page 20

Manufacturers of  
Hydraulic Deck Equipment 

Commercial Vessel Dockside  
Conversions and Repairs

508 SE Butler Bridge Rd.
Toledo, Oregon 97391
Ph: 541.336.5593

THANK YOU
Mike, 

FV Ocean Storm  
for choosing a 

Yaquina Crab Block

the F/V Ocean storm fishes for pollock and cod in the Gulf of Alaska. 
seen working here are troy rogers, left, and Vanya Jouiko.
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wElcomE aBoard F/V Ocean Storm 

in recent years, Mike Alfieri has also worked the sardine fishery off the 
Washington coast.

any bigger,” Alfieri said.
He allows that he’d prefer to pack more than his vessel’s 80-ton 

hold capacity, but at this point the Ocean Storm is everything  
Alfieri envisioned it to be.

“It’s been a fantastic boat for me for the last 23 years – I wouldn’t 
trade it in,” he said. 

Chasing catches: The Ocean Storm’s equipment upgrades 
allowed for a range of work in various locations. In the Sand Point 
area, Alfieri caught cod using pots that he would later deploy for 

Tanner crab fishing. 
Then it was on to Dutch Harbor for bait herring fishing, and the 

boat was even set up for a season of squid seining in San Pedro, 
California, and a year of yellowfin sole fishing at Togiak, Alaska. 

Over the last three years, Alfieri has also worked the sardine  
fishery off the Washington coast. At the time he was interviewed, 
he was readying for the Jan. 20 pollock trawl opener at Sand Point 
but was eyeing the cod fishery as a backup. 

Alfieri was quick to point out that an extensively outfitted fish-
ing vessel isn’t worth much without a capable crew. He works with 
“three guys who are pretty much constant and one that rotates in  
and out.” 

The key to putting together an effective crew is to “find guys 
with the right personalities” to make things work. Crew members 
don’t necessarily have to get along to get the job done, however. 

“it’s been a fantastic boat for me for the last 23 years – i wouldn’t trade 
it in,” Mike Alfieri says of his combination boat, the F/V Ocean storm.

Continued on page 38WIRELESS TRAWL MONITORING

* A complete line of 
sensors that inlude:
- Warp Length
- Doorspread
- Door Height
- Door Angle
- Catch Sensors

“I gotta tell you. I am impressed! LOVE IT!”
Captain Simon Burn, FV Ocean Hope 3

Notus (888) 265-6173, notus@notus.ca

Marco Global (206) 285-3200, doneill@marcoglobal.com

Radar Marine (360) 733-2012, sales@radarmarine.com

 www.notus.ca

TRAWLMASTER

F/V Ocean Storm at a glance
Owner: Mike Alfieri

Vessel type: Combination seiner/trawler/ 
crabber

Length and beam: 58 feet by 28 feet 10 inches

Hull type: Fiberglass

Engine: Caterpillar C32

Year built: 1992

Builder: Delta Marine

Working port: Sand Point, Alaska
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PacIFIc marINE EXPo

What a show!
This is a totally unscientific assessment, but Pacific Marine Expo 
seemed to turn it up a notch in 2014. The annual trade show, 
held Nov. 19-21 in downtown Seattle, drew an overflow lineup 
of vendors and scores of fishermen looking for gear. We were 
honored to have quite a few visitors at the Pacific Fishing  
magazine booth. Here are a few snapshots from the big show.

– Wesley Loy

The vast Pacific Marine Expo showfloor
Alexa, Dave, and Isaac Mann, of the  

F/V Alchemist, Bellingham

Bob and Jennifer Gunderson, owners,  
F/V Icy Mist, Kodiak

Jim Cermak fitting a customer with a PFD at  
the Absolute Outdoor booth

Photos by WESLEY LOY and dianE Sandvik
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SoUTHErN clImES by DANIEL MINtZ 

California’s Chinook salmon season saw mixed results
2014 in retrospect: California’s commercial Chinook salmon 

season is in the rearview mirror now, and the preliminary catch 
totals outline its volume.

Released in late November, the numbers detail a season that was 
good but could have been better. Windy weather and rough seas 
prevented consistent fishing, and Northern California didn’t even 
come close to meeting a modest quota. 

Landings totaled 169,000 salmon weighing in at 2.2 million 
pounds, well short of the prior year’s total of 285,000 fish, which 
amounted to 3.7 million pounds. 

But there was no expectation that the spike of 2013 would  
reoccur, as the preseason forecast for 2014 was 175,000 fish.

The San Francisco area and Fort Bragg saw the highest landing 
totals, at 82,900 and 77,400 fish, respectively. Ports from Monterey 
south got modest hauls totaling 8,100 fish. 

H e a v y  w i n d s  a n d 
“unfishable days” from 
May to early July ham-
pered the season from the 
outset, and there was more  
disappointment at the  
tail end. 

Eureka and Crescent 
City – ports included in 
the Klamath Management 
Zone – were entitled to 
a total 4,000-fish quota 
in September. Northern 
region fishermen don’t like  
September quotas and this 
year, the reason why was 
readily apparent. 

S a l m o n  w e re  s i m -
ply not around, having 
moved into the Klamath 
River system. The north-
ern region’s two-week 
fishing window closed 
at the end of September, and many fishermen had already given 
up. They were in northern Oregon to take advantage of a boom  
season there. 

The preliminary estimate details the dearth – a combined total of 
only 600 Chinook were landed at Eureka and Crescent City. 

      
Central crab boom: The timing of the northern region’s  

Dungeness crab season was in suspense as deadline loomed, but 
there was no doubt about the continuation of the central region’s 
boom trend. 

The season south of the Sonoma-Mendocino county line began 
Nov. 15 and crab was plentiful, attracting fishermen in droves. 
Days into the season, catch deliveries overloaded the Port of San 
Francisco’s piers. 

Vessels with sleep-deprived crews cued up to offload what will 
be the primary thrust of another raging crab season for the region. 
The opening had been eagerly awaited as recreational crabbing, 
which began statewide on Nov. 1, was a positive litmus test for 

crab presence in the central area.  
The flipside was seen in the northern region, 

whose Dec. 1 opening was riding on meat-to-
shell ratio test results. Eureka and Crescent 
City met the 25 percent ratio standard, while 
Trinidad fell short by only a half-percent. 

The opener was riding on the results from Fort Bragg. But based 
on spotty sport crabbing conditions, fishermen were expecting a 
repeat of last year – strong crabbing in the central region with a 
smattering of crab in the north.

      
Sardine comeback? The Pacific Fishery Management Council 

met over a span of several days in mid-November, and one of its 
most attention-getting decisions concerns a small fish that supports 
a high-volume fishery.

And the volume will 
probably get higher for 
the West Coast Pacific sar-
dine fishery – the coun-
cil voted unanimously to  
recommend increasing the 
total catch limit from 15 to 
20 percent of the species 
biomass.

As of last year, sar-
d i n e  b i o m a s s  w a s  
estimated at 378,000 tons. 
That’s part of what has 
been described as an 
alarming decline trend, 
but the council considered 
staff reports that forecast-
ed some reversal due to 
warming ocean waters.

Overfishing isn’t sus-
pected as the cause of 
the population declines –  
federal marine biologists 

believe that a lingering era of cooler water temperatures is the  
culprit, and population variability occurs absent of fishing. 

If approved by the National Marine Fisheries Service, the new 
catch limit will go into effect in July for the next season’s opener. 

      
Lame duck lobbying: As this is being written, there’s an  

11th-hour legislative push for a Klamath River action in support of 
salmon: the removal of four fish-blocking dams that channel water 
to the PacifiCorp hydroelectric project. 

The last session of Congress – dubbed the lame duck session due 
to the presence of lawmakers who’ve been voted out of office – 
includes a tactical maneuver to get the dam extractions approved. 

The charge is led by Oregon Sen. Ron Wyden, who succeeded in 
getting a dam removal bill approved at the Senate committee level. 
As deadline loomed, his intent was to attach the bill to separate 
legislation related to timber harvesting, get it passed by the  

Early season dungeness crab deliveries overloaded san Francisco piers.
robert bligh photo

Continued on page 38
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To fish with us: 
call 1-800-426-5490   
and ask for Alaska Support.

We hustle so  
you keep fishing

thank you for fishing with us

ToUGH GIrl by AMY MAJORS

Stupid squid, part one: Pounding the docks at Ventura
Vick on the Pillar Bay was kind enough to let me come onboard 

for a few five-day trips, not to mention help me look for a  
deckhand job. I had no idea what to expect fishing squid in SoCal, 
except for $650 a ton, a huge net, and fishing almost entirely in the 
dark of night. But that’s just how my life is lately – up in the air,  
living fearlessly out of a Grundéns sea bag from boat to boat.

The first time I stepped aboard the Pillar Bay, I not only noticed 
how nice it was, but how fun the entire crew was. Alex and Tim 
were great, and since I previously knew Matt and Gabe – for 
approximately nine years now – I was fairly confident that it would 
be a great learning experience even if I didn’t get a job on another 
boat. Except … unlike Bristol Bay, I’d get one hell of a tan here and 
no huge mosquitos trying to crawl into every orifice of my body.

Before I fully committed to working off the coast of Malibu for 
the remainder of the season, I thought it wise to get out there for 
the first trip, observe, and get a feel for how the deck works – let 
alone how to pile the largest @#$%^ net I’ve ever seen. Same  
concept as a Southeast salmon seine except for way heavier leads 
and huge corks. 

Nauseating: The first couple of nights were interesting, and the 
smell of the squid made me sick to my stomach. I think it was the 
combination of the 85-degree ocean water, the gulls slurping the 
slimy little bastards down with one gulp, and the way the squid 
squirted all over the place. I lovingly nicknamed them “Little Sea 
Martians,” while we had ink fights at the sorting table after the fact.

All squirting aside, I literally almost shit my pants when I was 
up on the port bow taking video of us pursing up and our light 
boat flying over the corks after they drew everything up to the sur-
face for us. It happened in one instant – the instant I had just put 
my camera away – the largest @#$%^ great white shark I’d ever 
seen decided to pop half its body out of the water and show me the 
decapitated sea lion it had eaten moments before! I ran down below 
screaming and stuttering about what I’d just seen. Laughter on deck 
ensued at that exact moment.

“I just saw the scariest thing I’ve ever seen in my life, guys! 
By the way, I’m not talking about Paris Hilton trying to sing, or  
seeing purple old man balls at the sauna in Craig, Alaska, either! 
This bastard was huge, and I was 10 feet from it!”

That’s it – I need a harpoon gun, and a beer.
Job hunt: For the most part, the five-day trip went well. Besides 

almost soiling myself and nearly having a heart attack, I had made 
up my mind that I wanted to be a deckhand on a squid boat in 
SoCal, and I knew I was entirely capable of doing so. The next 
morning, I printed over a hundred fliers in neon orange and posted 
them all over Ventura Harbor and the surrounding areas. The fliers 
explained all the fisheries and boat experience I have. At that point 
I was fairly convinced that something would turn up for me, espe-
cially since I’d placed fliers at every single hangout that commercial 
fishermen frequent. I even went to every single boat in Ventura Har-
bor, placing my fliers right on the galley tables. This one particular 
boat I hopped onto probably had 15 or 20 copies of Pacific Fishing 
magazine lying in plain view, so what else was a girl to do? I placed 
my ad inside the magazine, on the page of one of my articles.

After I pimped myself out to the fullest extent, I decided a day of 
rest and relaxation at the beach was in order, so that’s exactly what 
I did. With all the fun in the sun in my little Victoria’s Secret bikini, 

and beer in hand, I missed the guy I left behind 
in Ketchikan. Little did I know at that time that 
I was such a horrible judge of character. As I 
was missing his presence, I knew I’d still nev-
er jump in for a swim in that goddamn water 
when I knew first-hand what swims around. Swimming or not, by 
the time I got back to the Pillar Bay, I looked like a boiled lobster 
and yet again was a sight for sore eyes. Apparently I’m an entertain-
ing character. Especially when I sit out on deck picking the skin off 
my boobs and my legs. Unbeknownst to me, there were spectators 
this time.

“What are you doing, Matt?” Vick asks, as I shyly look up.
“Well, I’m just sitting here watching Amy pick dead skin off her 

body,” he says.
“I’m doing the same,” I hear from the loud speaker.
This is my life, and I’m living and loving it! Minus a large  

mother@#$%^ great white and getting squirted with ink. And the 
blisters on my ass from the California sunshine.

Skiff buddy: I took another trip with the guys on the Pillar Bay 
that evening. Our lights got on the squid, drew them up to the top, 
and yet again, we wrapped the net around a nice school. Video  
camera in hand, I documented the whole thing. I did that for a 
while, too, but I desperately wanted to throw my rain gear on and 
pile the net, despite this horrible burned and blistered skin I had 
beneath my Red Ledge coat and Guy Cotten bibs.

Continued on page 38
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by WESLEY LOYalaSka NoTEBook
Lots of forecasts, and a big deal for Silver Bay Seafoods

Bristol Bay sockeye: We could see a prodigious harvest of  
sockeye salmon this summer at Bristol Bay.

That’s according to forecasts from the Alaska Department of Fish 
and Game and the University of Washington.

The department is projecting a return of nearly 54 million  
sockeye salmon. A run that size could support a potential harvest 
of 38.5 million sockeye.

The university is forecasting a somewhat smaller run, with a  
predicted harvest of 35.4 million sockeye.

Last year’s Bristol Bay catch tallied 28.8 million sockeye, or 61 
percent above Fish and Game’s forecast of 17.9 million.

In terms of fish-
ing areas, it appears 
the Naknek-Kvichak  
District will be the 
best bet for commer-
cial gillnetters in 2015. 
State forecasters expect 
nearly half the bay har-
vest, or 18.3 million  
sockeye, will come from 
that district, with the 
Egegik District next at 
10.9 million.

      
S o u t h e a s t  p i n k 

salmon: The state is 
forecasting an “excel-
lent” harvest of 58 mil-
lion pink salmon this 
year in Southeast Alaska.

A harvest of that size 
would be well above 
the  recent  10-year 
average of 41 mil-
lion pinks and would 
rank among the top 10  
harvests since 1960, Fish and Game said.

      
Sitka herring: The state has set a preliminary guideline  

harvest level of 8,712 tons for this spring’s Sitka Sound sac roe  
herring fishery.

It’s the smallest GHL since 2003, when the quota was 6,969 tons.
The 2014 fishery produced a harvest of 16,976 tons on a GHL of 

16,333 tons.
This year’s GHL is subject to adjustment based on sampling 

results from a test fishery to be conducted in late January or early 
February, Fish and Game said.

      
Stikine, Taku disappointment: Forecasted runs of large  

Chinook salmon to the Stikine and Taku rivers in Southeast Alaska 
are too weak to allow for directed commercial fisheries this spring, 
Fish and Game said. However, fishing could be allowed based on 
in-season run size estimates to be generated starting in late May.

      
Handsome payoff: Alaska’s 2014 commer-

cial salmon catch paid nearly $577 million 
ex-vessel, Fish and Game said. That’s not a 
record, but it’s up there. Sockeye accounted 
for 60 percent of the value. The numbers are preliminary.

      
A salmon-tuna alliance: Silver Bay Seafoods made a big splash 

in November with the signing of a “cross-investment agreement” 
that includes having StarKist and its South Korean parent  
company, Dongwon, acquiring a combined 12.5 percent equity 
interest in the Alaska-based processor.

Silver Bay is deep into 
salmon while StarKist, 
of course, is known as 
a leading tuna brand 
with its Charlie the Tuna  
mascot.

The value of the 
deal in dollar terms 
was not disclosed. But  
Silver Bay said its new 
partners bring major 
strengths.

“Both StarKist and 
Dongwon have sub-
stantial processing and 
canning facilities, global 
cold storage, and distri-
bution networks as well 
as very successful brand-
ed products,” Silver Bay 
said in a Nov. 10 press 
release out of Seoul.

The deal marks the 
latest big move for Sil-
ver Bay. The fishermen- 

owned company launched eight years ago and now has  
processing and freezing facilities in Sitka, Craig, Metlakatla,  
Valdez, and Naknek. The company also plans to build a new plant in 
Ventura, California.

In its press release, Silver Bay broke another bit of news – that  
it’s installing canning lines in Sitka.

      
New boss: Sam Cotten was named Alaska’s acting fish and 

game commissioner in December. He was the choice of Bill Walker, 
the state’s new governor.

Cotten, of Eagle River, takes over from Cora Campbell as  
commissioner. He is a familiar figure in commercial fishing  
circles, having sat a number of years on the North Pacific  
Fishery Management Council. Cotten also once served in the  
Alaska Legislature.

Wesley Loy is editor of Pacific Fishing magazine and producer of  
Deckboss, a blog on Alaska commercial fisheries.

the bering sea pollock factory trawler northern Hawk, moored in seattle in  
november. the 341-foot vessel belongs to Coastal Villages region Fund, one of  
Alaska’s Community development Quota organizations. Wesley loy photo
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FISH FacTor by LAINE WELCH

Alaska Department of Labor tracks growth in fishing jobs

A pending federal lawsuit challenges a new federal rule that aims to
restrict the use of hired skippers on halibut boats. Photo courtesy of the 
Alaska seafood Marketing institute

Seafood employment: Commercial fishing jobs grew in 2013  
to a level not seen since the year 2000, according to the Alaska 
Department of Labor.

Driven primarily by an increased salmon harvest, notably from 
the record run of pinks, fishing employment grew by nearly 2.5 
percent to a monthly average of nearly 8,400 jobs.

Seafood harvesting and processing jobs were the focus of  
the November issue of the department’s newsletter, “Alaska  
Economic Trends.”

Some highlights from the report:

• Salmon fishing jobs were the main source of growth between 
2012 and 2013, with a statewide gain of 452 jobs, or 10 percent.

• Crab harvesting lost about 100 jobs over those two years, down 
17 percent.

• The average loss in 
g ro u n d f i s h  h a r v e s t -
ing was 187 jobs, or  
15 percent.

• Southeast  Alaska in 
2013 had the most fish-
ing jobs at 2,510, with the 
region gaining 210 jobs 
on the year. Southcentral 
was next at 1,619 jobs, 
due to the region’s hali-
but fleets and the Prince  
William Sound and Cook 
Inlet salmon fisheries. 
The Aleutians and Pribi-
lof Islands ranked third 
for fishing employment 
at 1,513, followed by Bris-
tol Bay with 1,364 fish-
ing jobs. Employment  
in Kodiak fisheries dropped nearly 13 percent to 770, due to 
decreased landings of halibut and groundfish. The Yukon Delta 
had 380 fishing jobs, and the state’s northern region had 146  
harvesting jobs.

The report also highlighted jobs in 170 Alaska seafood  
processing plants.

“In 2013, 27,909 people worked as seafood processors at some 
point in the year, nearly four out of five of whom worked hands-
on making surimi, processing fish roe, or cutting and trimming,” 
the report said.

Seafood processing industry employment is projected to grow by 
6.7 percent between 2012 and 2022, the department said. Growth  
is expected to be fastest for the highest-paid processing  
occupations. These include engineering, management, and  
maintenance positions.

Because of the remoteness of Alaska’s fisheries and the low  
resident populations, it is necessary for processors to bring in 

seasonal nonresident workers, which top  
73 percent.

Interestingly, next to slime line workers, 
the highest rates of nonresident workers 
were among ship engineers (59.5 percent);  
captains, mates, and boat pilots (52.4 percent); and structural metal  
fabricators and fitters (34.4 percent).

The “Trends” report also looks at the state’s Community  
Development Quota program. Find it at labor.alaska.gov/trends/
nov14.pdf.

      
Halibut, sablefish conclude: Alaska’s halibut fishery ended 

Nov. 7, and nearly all of the 15.95 million pounds of quota was 
pulled aboard during the eight-month season.

Homer was in the lead as 
the top halibut port, with 2.76 
million pounds landed, and 
Kodiak was a close second.

The halibut fishery will 
reopen in March.

Sablefish also ended on 
Nov. 7, with fishermen taking 
about 90 percent of the 23.68 
million pounds of quota.

      
H i re d  s k i p p e r s :  A  

federal lawsuit is challenging 
a new federal rule that aims 
to clamp down on the use 
of hired skippers who fish 
halibut and sablefish quota 
shares owned by others. The 
rule was to take effect on Dec. 
1, banning the use of a hired 
skipper to harvest any quota 
acquired after a cutoff date  

of Feb. 12, 2010.
Since individual fishing quotas were put in place in 1995, 

the number of hired skippers has risen, and the quota own-
ers have been charging high rents for the fish, which has 
inflated the cost for IFQs. The goal now is to get back 
to a predominantly owner-operated fleet that provides  
entry-level opportunities for coastal Alaskans.

Fairweather Fish of Gig Harbor, Washington, and Ray Welsh 
of Anchor Point, Alaska, filed the 40-page complaint signed by 
six lawyers against the National Marine Fisheries Service. Welsh 
claims the new law is discriminatory because he is disabled and 
can’t fish his quota. Fairweather claims that, as a corporation, it 
relies on a hired skipper to harvest its shares.

The lawsuit was filed in the federal court at Tacoma.

Laine Welch writes the Fish Factor newspaper column and produces  
Alaska Fish Radio out of Kodiak.
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by MICHEL DROUINBrITISH colUmBIa

Ocean planning controversy: A British 
Columbia commercial fishing organization 
is warning that the Canadian federal gov-
ernment’s refusal to participate in a provin-
cial and First Nations ocean use planning 
initiative will lead to disintegrated marine 
management where fishing and shipping 
are left off the table. 

Jim McIsaac from the B.C. Commercial 
Fishing Caucus cautioned that the federal 
government is missing the boat by not par-
ticipating in the joint ocean use planning. 
Fisheries and Oceans Canada (DFO) has 
the mandate under Canada’s Oceans Act 
to lead and facilitate ocean management in 
Canadian waters.

“If they are doing anything,” McIsaac 
said, “it is obstructing. This has the poten-
tial to seriously hurt fisheries relationships 
over the long term.”

The initiative, involving the province 
of British Columbia and 18 member First 
Nations, is called the Marine Planning 
Partnership for the North Pacific Coast, 
or MaPP. It is designed as a collaborative  
planning partnership for marine uses  
and long-term ocean health on British 
Columbia’s North Pacific coast.

The MaPP study area is divided into 
four subregions: Haida Gwaii (formerly 
the Queen Charlotte Islands), North Coast, 
Central Coast, and North Vancouver Island. 
Over the last two years, it has used science 

Feds accused of sabotaging B.C. ocean use plan
along with local and traditional knowledge 
to develop four subregional plans and a 
regional priorities plan.

Marine stakeholders representing mul-
tiple sectors provided input and advice 
to the process via one regional and four s 
ubregional advisory committees.

In the end, MaPP plans are intended to 
provide recommendations for key areas 
of marine management, including uses,  
activities, and protection. 

According to MaPP’s website, the plans 
“will inform decisions regarding the  
sustainable economic development and 
stewardship of British Columbia’s coastal 
marine environment.”

“Draft subregional plans have been sent 
to provincial and First Nations govern-
ments for finalization and endorsement. 
The feds have not and will not partici-
pate, which is a real blown opportunity to 
work with First Nations and the province 
on oceans issues and get these plans right 
across all jurisdictions,” McIsaac said.  
“Given the Supreme Court of Canada  
William’s decision, their decision to stay out 
is looking like an even bigger mistake.”

The Supreme Court of Canada, on June 
26, 2014, delivered a landmark ruling on 
aboriginal title in the Roger William deci-
sion. The ruling was the first time that 
a court had granted aboriginal title to  
a specific land area in Canada. The area 
is a remote valley in the interior of  
British Columbia.

The ruling also found that British Colum-
bia breached its duty to consult when it 
made land use planning decisions and 
issued forestry licenses over the land 
claimed by the Tsilhqot’in First Nation.

Even though the Roger William ruling 
was for a specific area, since the ruling, 
every agency planning resource manage-
ment use in areas under a First Nations 
land claim is paying closer attention to 
First Nation demands. Due to overlapping 
claims by different tribal groups, more than 
100 percent of British Columbia is under a 
First Nation claim.

McIsaac said that with Canada not  
participating in a process intended to build 
common vision, goals, and strategies where 
there is shared jurisdiction, the federal  
government appears to be trying to  
sabotage the process.

“If the feds were 
present, their juris-
diction would be 
discussed in an inte-
grated way with 
stakeholders so all could participate in 
building a collaborative rationale for ocean 
management,” he said.

C o m m e r c i a l  f i s h i n g  i n  B r i t i s h  
Columbia is managed by the federal  
government through DFO.

“Right now, the feds are having  
bilateral discussions with First Nations, 
and fishermen will be told the outcome and 
impact when discussions are concluded,” 
he said. “This approach will lead to more 
conflict and likely legal action. Fish process-
ing interests appear to have a conduit into 
the bilateral discussions and will likely be 
the only ones to benefit.”

      
Two lost in capsizing: Two men drowned 

when the 65-foot steel landing craft Atlan-
tic Harvester 1 capsized early on Oct. 18 in  
Discovery Passage, three miles north of 
Campbell River on Vancouver Island.

The vessel was returning from work 
tending salmon farms in the Broughton 
Archipelago when it started taking on 
water shortly before 3 a.m. The vessel is 
owned by Harold Sewid’s Qwe’qwa’Sot’em 
Faith Aquaculture Ltd.

The sole survivor of the sinking was Kyle 
Benoit, 18. The captain, 34-year-old Barry 
Sewid, and 29-year-old deckhand Mike 
Kelly went down with the vessel, and their 
bodies were recovered later.

Benoit climbed onto the overturned hull 
until it sank from under him and then 
swam toward some floating debris until he 
was rescued by a Zodiac launched from the 
passing Alaska ferry Malaspina.

Harold Sewid said he was puzzled by 
the sinking, as he had been using the vessel 
without incident for 15 years.

“I couldn’t even begin to guess what 
happened. The boat has nine watertight,  
airtight compartments in the hull,” he said. 
“It just doesn’t make any sense at all.”

The Transportation Safety Board of  
Canada and WorkSafeBC continue to  
investigate.

Michel Drouin has been covering the fishing 
industry since 1990.
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New DIBM and DIB Display Series
We are pleased to announce our new 
series of DIBM and DIB displays for 2015. 

The DIBM (Indoor/outdoor) feature a 
machines aluminum front bezel, optical 
bonded glass, multi-touch capability, DC 
direct power input. 

This new design includes a flush front where the glass 
and aluminum create a surface that is ideal for multi touch  
function. Also introduced are the DIB 19 and 17 (Indoor  
Pilot house). 

These “High Value” displays are excellent in a pilot house 
environment and include 1000 NIT LED backlight with 1000:1 
dimming to black.

See these and all our other products on our web site  
at bigbaytech.com or call (425) 458-4321.

What’s New
Big Bay Technologies

“What's New” is a service of Pacific Fishing's Advertising Department.  
Contact Diane Sandvik at (206) 962-9315 for more information.

Neptune Series 
Automatic Watermaker
T h e  N e p t u n e +  a n d 
Neptune+APC (Automatic 
Pressure Control) are the 
latest evolution of the  
Neptune Series product 

line. Our exclusive V4 control system utilizes a high resolution 
marine-grade 7-inch touch screen panel with an advanced 
intuitive interface. Operating and controlling a watermaker has 
never been easier. With the optional APC, making water is liter-
ally a touch away. FCI touch screen controllers can be installed 
with confidence, because they are Bridge Classified for marine 
use with Type Approval Certifications making the Neptune  
Horizontal ideal for commercial vessels, island homes, oil  
platforms, hotels, or large yachts. www.fciwatermakers.com/

FCI-Watermakers

Gage Fogbow Hoody
There are two things the Pacific Northwest 
has plenty of – fishermen and football fans.   
In honor of this, grundéns USA now offers 
its technical fleece gage Fogbow Hoody 
in an eye-catching Navy Blue color with 
“Seattle green” accents. 

This rugged garment’s 100-percent 
polyester hard face fleece keeps you warm 
and blocks out icy wind, while still wicking 
away body heat and moisture generated 

through heavy exertion and activity.
A smooth, wind-resistant outer face is combined with a soft-

brushed fleece interior that is both warm and comfortable 
on the skin. The Fogbow Hoody also provides excellent 
breathability.  Available in sizes from XL to 5XL from grundéns 
USA dealers. 

Grundéns

Smart Pack
The Jotun Smart Pack system 
consists of Jotamastic Smart Pack 
primer, forming a very effective 
corrosion barrier, as well as the 
Hardtop Smart Pack topcoat to 

ensure you a great finish. 
With superior flow properties, the Smart Pack system is 

tailor-made for application with brushes and rollers. So when 
you use Smart Pack with either a roller or a brush, you can 
expect a smooth finish at the correct film thickness. 

The Smart Pack system has a hassle-free 1:1 mixing ratio 
– making it easier to mix only what you need, and harder  
to waste. 

Tel: (800) 229-3538  •  jotun.com 

Jotun

EliteT Inflatable PFD
It’s time to push the limits of performance 
without compromise. Built on a revolution-
ary 3D chassis, the EliteT Inflatable PFD 
stays put in high winds, lets you move the 
way you want and NEED to and provides 
automatic inflation powered by Hydrostatic 
Inflator Technology.  The 3D chassis reduces 

both drag at speed and wind interference, the wide shoulder 
system eliminates neck fatigue, a wicking mesh liner improves 
all-day comfort, dual-side adjusters ease fit and, most  
importantly, the exclusive sleek inflation handle prevents 
snags. The bright fluorescent yellow-green inflation cell  
provides over 26 lb buoyancy when inflated and improves  
visibility in a rescue scenario.

Information on this and other new products is also available 
online at www.mustangsurvival.com/2015. 

Mustang survival

Emergency Text Messenger
Can your boat call for help? The ETM stand-
alone unit is intended for customers who want 
the alarm texting capability but do not have 
a NightWatch alarm system to which it can 
be added.  Five dry contact inputs determine 
which of the five alarm messages will be sent.  

It is packaged in a compact, non-metallic 
enclosure with a 3.5 inch full-color, waterproof touchscreen 
face for easy entry of phone numbers and messages. 

This standalone unit has all of the functions provided in the 
add-ons for the full NightWatch alarm systems. 

Priced at $2,795. Call 561-745-8722 or  
email Catherine@night-watch.com

nightwatch
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Professional services

Fishing Vessels 
Tug & Barge 
Dredging 
Floating Cranes 
Cargo & Misc. 
New Vessels 
Conversions 
Stability Analysis 

Hockema & Whalen 
Associates

Seattle WA 98107 E-mail: boatstuff@hockema.com 
5450 Leary Avenue NW #252 Tel:  206 365 0919 

N a v a l  A r c h i t e c t s  •  M a r i n e  E n g i n e e r s  

Jackson, Morgan
& Hunt, PLLC

4123 California Ave SW #101

www.jmhseattle.com

Gibbons & Associates, P.S.
MARITIME ATTORNEYS

Proctor in Admiralty
Over 30 years experience

Trials, appeals, mediations, arbitrations
Injury and Wage Claims

Salvage
Collisions

Shipyard Claims
Liens

Contracts
Charter Parties
Joint Ventures

Fisheries
Tug and Barge

Marine Insurance Disputes
Coast Guard Licensed Master

Gibbons & Associates, P.S.
ph 206-381-3340; fax 206-381-3341

cell 206-419-6971
email svg@gibbonslawgroup.com

SE HABLA ESPANOL9309 Glacier Hwy,  Ste. B-200  • Juneau, AK 99801 •   info@ermcpa.com •  www.ermcpa.com

Tax • Accounting • Attest

We Serve
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Plastic traps for spot prawn/shrimp,  
Tanner/Dungeness crab and lobster

Phone: (714) 903-0433    Fax: (714) 899-2794

Web: WWW.OCEANTRAPS.COM
Email: oceantraps@aol.com

Contact
DIANE
SANDVIK
She knows
the business.

To reserve space,  
contact DIANE at (206) 920-5516  

or dianes@pacificfishing.com

THE BUSINESS MAGAZINE FOR FISHERMEN

WANt to 
rEAch 
fIShErmEN?  

WANt to 
rEAch 
fIShErmEN?  

SEAL CONTROL
Regulated explosive pest control

devices for commercial fishermen with  
ATF User Permit #5400

and Wildlife Control Statement.  

Questions/Brochure:  
California Seal Control Corporation

Phone: (310) 831-5516
Email: ca.sealcontrol@gmail.com

SOME PEOPLE CAN 
FIX  ANYTHING.

PACIFIC FISHING

AD ON

MARKETPLACE

2.3125 x 3.625”

Worldwide Maritime Transportation 
Marine Logistics • Engineering • Full Service Shipyard

www.foss.com/shipyards

 Need repairs? 
Get back on the 
water fast with 
Foss. 
 Call Jon at 
206.281.3864 or 
206.200.0530 or 
email jhie@foss.
com.
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LISTINGS WANTED!!!

IFQ: ALL AREAS
BOATS: ALL KINDS

PERMITS: ALL TYPES  
 

JOIN OUR LIST OF
SATISFIED CUSTOMERS.

CALL TODAY.
 

BUYERS ARE WAITING.

www.permitmaster.com

—IFQ—

NEW LISTINGS DAILY. CALL FOR QUOTES  
OR CHECK OUT OUR COMPLETE LIST  

ON THE WEB — $/F = FISHED

 

CALL FOR A COMPLETE LIST OF VESSELS FOR SALE
INCLUDING MANY BOAT/PERMIT PACKAGES

Toll Free: 888-588-1001

4302 Whistle Lake Rd • Anacortes, WA 98221

  
  

ONLINE @ www.permitmaster.com  Email: vessels@permitmaster.com Fax: 360-293-4180

IFQs • VESSELS • PERMITS
E X C E P T I O N A L  F U L L  S E R V I C E  B R O K E R A G E

— PERMITS —

THE PERMIT MASTER

hERRiNg
SITKA SEINE ...................................... $450K
PWS SEINE .....................................WANTED
COOK INLET SEINE ............................... $16K
KODIAK SEINE .................................WANTED
SE GILLNET .......................................... $12K
KODIAK GILLNET .....................................N/A
NORTON SOUND .................................... $2K
HOONAH POUND .............................WANTED
CRAIG POUND .................................WANTED
PWS POUND ...........................................N/A
SALmoN
S.E. DRIFT ...............................................N/A
PWS DRIFT ........................................ $235K
COOK INLET DRIFT ............................... $70K
COOK INLET SET ...........................$60K/PKG
AREA M DRIFT ................................... $160K 
AREA M SET ...........................................N/A
BBAY DRIFT ....................................... $175K
BBAY SET......................................$98K PKG
SE SEINE ........................................... $310K
PWS SEINE .....................................WANTED 
COOK INLET SEINE ............................... $87K
KODIAK SEINE ...................................... $55K
CHIGNIK SEINE ................................... $250K
AREA M SEINE ..................................... $70K

POWER TROLL ..................................... $41K
HAND TROLL ........................................ $12K
PUGET SOUND DRIFT ........................... $30K
PUGET SOUND SEINE ......................... $248K
ShELLfiSh
SE DUNGY 300 POT ................................N/A
SE DUNGY 225 POT ........................WANTED 
SE DUNGY 150 POT ............................. $36K 
SE DUNGY 75 POT ..................................N/A
SE POT SHRIMP ......................................N/A
SE RED/TANNER ...................$165K W/GEAR
SE BRN/TANNER ................................ $150K
SE RED/TANNER ................................ $150K
SE BRN ..................................... $80K OFFER
KODIAK TANNER <60’ .......................... $28K 
DiVE
SE GEODUCK ....................................... $79K
SE CUCUMBER ..................................... $26K 
miSC.
CHATHAM BLACKCOD ............. $300K OFFER
CAL NEAR SHORE ...........................WANTED
CAL SQUID ......................................WANTED
WA TROLL .......................................WANTED
CAL LOBSTER .................................... $125K
CAL TROLL......................................WANTED

EXCEpTioNAL “fULL” SERViCE
BRoKERAgE SAmpLES

ANY# “C” SE BCOD UNBLKD @ WANTED
4,000# “C” SE BCOD BLKD @ $22
2,500# “C” WY BCOD BLKD @ $25

9,000# “C” WG BCOD UNBLKD @ $17
25,000# “B” WG BCOD UNBLKD @ $15.25

9,000# “B” AI BCOD BLKD @ $3
20,000# “B” AI BCOD UNBLKD @ $4

ANY# “C/D” 2C HAL BLKD @ WANTED
4,000# “B/C” 3A HAL UNBLKD @ $42

800# “C” 3B HAL UNBLKD @ $22
3,600# “C” 3B HAL BLKD @ $20

3,500# “B” 4A HAL UNBLKD @ $19
5,000# “B” 4A HAL BLKD @ $17

20,000# “B” 4D HAL UNBLKED @ $20

p2126m – 58' DELTA COMBO BUILT IN 1982, TOTALLY GONE 
THRU IN 2008, 3408 CAT MAIN, 40KW JOHN DEERE, 30 TON 
RSW, PACKS 60 TON. PILKINGTON DECK WINCH, MARCO 
BLOCK, TWIN PICKING BOOMS. COMPLETE ELECTRONICS 
INCLUDE GPS PLOTTER, 48 MILE RADAR, AUTO PILOT, VIDEO 
SOUNDER, SONAR AND RADIOS. TURN KEY. FISHING NOW, 
READY FOR NEXT SEASON. $999K FIRM.

p2102m – 55 X 18 ALUMINUM SHORE SEINER, 3408 
CAT MAIN W/7000 HOURS, TWIN DISC 514, ISUZU 6BBI  
RUNNING HYDRAULICS, 5KW NORTHERN LITES, 18 TON 
IMS HYDRAULIC RSW, PACKS 85K IN 3 HOLDS W/GOOD 
CIRCULATION. DUAL RADARS, COMPUTER W/NOBEL TEC, 
COLOR SOUNDER, 2 GPS, SAT PHONE, PLOTTER, WAGNER 
PILOT. ASKING $750K FOR BOAT. NET, SKIFF AND SE  
PERMIT AVAILABLE.

p2121m – 58 DELTA COMBO, LOW HOURS ON CAT 3408T 
REBUILT IN 2011, 65KW JOHN DEERE W/35/25 HYD, 20KW 
ISUZU, 30 TON CUSTOM RSW W/40 TON TITANIUM CHILLER. 
PACKS 120K IN 2 HOLDS. COMPLETE ELECTRONICS. WELL 
UPDATED WITH LOTS OF RECENT IMPROVEMENTS. CALL 
OR EMAIL FOR CURRENT SURVEY WITH PHOTOS. $1.325M.

p2136m – 46 TOPHOUSE DELTA/LECLERQ, CURRENTLY 
RIGGED FOR CRAB AND TROLL. 6125 LUGGER MAIN, NEW IN 
2010, TWIN DISC 509 GEAR, 12KW ISUZU AUX, 17" NW CRAB 
BLOCK, 3 SPOOL EASTHOPE GURDIES, DECK WINCH, POWER 
BLOCK, VANGING AND TOPPING ON MAIN BOOM, 2 PICKING 
BOOMS. 3 VHF, SEA SSB, FURUNO RADAR, 3 FLASHERS, 
2 SOUNDERS, NAV COMPUTER, GPS, ECHOTEC PLOTTER,  
AUTOPILOT. READY FOR CRAB OR TROLL. EASY SWITCH BACK 
TO SEINE. $420K.

p2129m – 58' DELTA COMBO, BUILT IN 1982. 3408 CAT 
MAIN W/9850 HOURS SMOH, TWIN DISC GEAR, 50KW  
ISUZU AUX, COLD SEAS RSW. MAIN BOOM W/SLIDER AND 
VANGING. COMPLETE ELECTRONICS INCLUDE COMNAV 
PILOT, FURUNO RADARS, GPS, NAVNET, WESMAR SONAR, 
FURUNO SOUNDER. WELL SET UP AND MAINTAINED.  
ASKING $1.2M.

p2130m – CUSTOM FINISHED 37' WEGLEY, RIGGED FOR 
SALMON, TUNA AND CRAB. 6125 LUGGER MAIN, ISUZU AUX, 
BLAST FREEZE FOR TUNA, ALUMINUM INSERT FOR CRAB. 
LOADED W/CURRENT ELECTRONICS. BOAT ONLY $175K. 
CALIFORNIA 350 POT PERMIT AND 380 POTS, CAL SALMON, 
OREGON SALMON PERMITS ALL AVAILABLE WITH BOAT.  
TOTAL PACKAGE $365K OR PICK WHAT YOU WANT WITH 
BOAT. CONSIDER PART TRADE FOR PUGET SOUND CRAB OR 
WA COAST CRAB OR SALMON.

p2139m  – AMERICAN COMMERCIAL, TOPHOUSE,  
REMANNED 3208T CAT, TWIN DISC GEAR, 2 - 6 CUBE 
HYD PUMPS, BOW AND STERN THRUSTERS, IMS RSW, 
FLUSHDECK, SEA MAR DRIVE ON NARROW REEL W/AUTO 
LEVELWIND. COMPLETE ELECTRONICS. GREAT LINE BOAT 
W/EXCELLENT MANUVERABILITY. ASKING $160K.

p2138m – 40 X 10.6 FIBERGLASS COMBO, JOHN DEERE 
6068T MAIN W/353 HOURS SMOH, TWIN DISC GEAR, MMC 
CONTROLS. PACKS 25-30K IN HOLD, 1000GAL FUEL.  
COMPLETE ELECTRONICS. ALL ALUMINUM RIGGING.  
EXTENSIVE UPGRADES AND NEW EQUIPMENT IN THE PAST 
YEAR. SUITABLE FOR CRAB, TROLL, GILLNET, DIVE. JUST ADD 
DECK GEAR AND GO. ASKING $135K.



 www.pACifiCfiShiNg.Com  £  JANUARY 2015  £  pACifiCfiShiNg  £  31

PACIFIC FISHING   classifieds

Attn: Trollers and Distributors

- ON SALE -
The Original 

Sound Wave Hoochies

25%
off list prices

Pictures of catalogue at
www.redden-rope.com

Call toll free: 
1-866-233-1422

The F/V Morgan  
is ready to fish 

your IFQs!
The F/V Morgan is a 32' Delta, available 
to fish all classes of quota in all areas. 
It’s a like-new, fully-equipped, clean, 
and comfortable boat. Professional 
crew with 15+ years experience in 
the fishery. Flexible schedule and 
competitive rates. No #2s, best prices. 

For more information, contact Jonathan Pavlik, (907) 784-3032

fiSh ifQ
Will fish your 2C, B, C or D halibut IFQ 
for 30% or 25% medical transfers. I pay 
for everything, travel included. 25 years 
experience, hardworking, easy going, 
lots of references and return clients.  
(541) 260-2441 or (907) 957-6295.

AVAILABLE TO HARVEST YOUR IFQS!

Contact Norman @ 509-675-0304 or alaskanorm@centurylink.net

We deliver quality product!
F/V Sherrie Marie, 61’ Steel long-
liner, available for hired skipper and 
walk-ons. 30+ years experience 
in fishery. Excellent, fully equipped 
boat, seasoned professional crew 
with HIGH QUALITY standards. 
All fish is delivered bled and iced. 
Competitive rates and references.

Pacific Fishing January ‘15

(206)789-5101
(800)683-0297

See all our listings at www.dockstreetbrokers.com.

Dock Street Brokers

HALIBUT IFQ

3A-D-B:    1,250 lbs ..........asking $35.00
4A-B-U:    8,000 lbs ..........asking $18.00
4A-B-B:    4,900 lbs ..........asking $14.00
4A-C-B:    4,250 lbs ..........asking $15.00
4A-C-B:    1,400 lbs ..........asking $12.00
4B-B-B:    3,000 lbs ..........asking $10.00
4B-C-B:    4,000 lbs ..........asking $10.00

SABLEFISH IFQ

AI-B-U:    75,000 lbs  .............asking $3.75
BS-A-B:   10,000 lbs  ............asking $7.00
BS-B-B:     5,000 lbs  ............asking $2.00
CG-B-U:    8,000 lbs  ............asking $25.00
CG-C-U:    7,200 lbs  ............asking $22.00
SE-C-B:        400 lbs  ............asking $22.00
WG-A-U:  20,000 lbs  ............asking $20.00
WG-B-U:  40,000 lbs  ............make an offer
WG-C-B:    7,500 lbs  ............asking $13.00
WY-C-U:  10,000 lbs  ............asking $28.00

BB14-021  32’x13.3’x18” twin 
jet drive refrigerated Bristol Bay 
bowpicker/sternpicker, built 1990 by 
Peregrine.  Twin 450 hp Cummins 
w/ Hamilton 291 jets.  Enclosed 
tophouse with excellent visibility.  
7.5 ton RSW system, new 2010 with 
newly insulated fish holds.  Transom 
cooler for condenser water.  Pick 
and set off bow or stern, sliding drum 
swings 360 degrees, controllable 
from tophouse.  Bow roller, drum 
drive rebuilt in 2014.  Top-producing 
boat.  Asking $325,000.

SE14-013  50’x14.6’x5.5’ fiberglass 
tophouse seiner built in 1990 
by Little Hoquim.  Lugger 6140 
main rated at 550 hp.  Isuzu 20kw 
genset.  Packs 50,000# in 2 tanks.  
18 ton RSW system new in 2013.  
Bow thruster.  Marco 25” 2 speed 
power block with gripper.  Kolstrand 
deck winch. Asking $750,000. 

CR14-021  105’x26’x8.7’ house 
aft crabber/tender, built in 1978 by 
Sundial Marine.  Twin Cummins 
NTA-14-M Tier III mains rated at 
425 hp each.  (2) Cummins 855 
190 kw gen sets, Detroit 4-71 40 kw 
gen set.  Packs 250,000+ pounds 
of salmon w/(2) RSW systems.  
Comes with full tendering setup.  
Available with appr. 250 7x pots 
and WG and BS LLP with P-cod pot 
endorsement.  Asking $1,400,000 
for boat and LLP plus $500/pot.  
Call for details.

PL14-011  68’ Hoquiam power yacht, 
built in 2001. Twin Cat 3406 mains. 
Appr. 1,400 hrs ea. 20 kw and 12 kw 
Northern Lights gen sets. Hydraulic 
bow thruster and Trac hydraulic 
stablizers. 2,500 gallons fuel and 
500 gallons water with watermaker. 
Deluxe accommodations including 
master stateroom, (2) two person 
staterooms, and salon berthing. Full 
deluxe galley.  Asking $850,000.

foR LEASE
Secure your lease for 2014/2015 Dungeness 
crab season today! 300 pot WA coast  
Dungeness permit for lease. Permit is good up 
to 58’. (360) 268-2433.

wANTED
California near-shore permit needed. Right away! 
Buyer has cash. Please call Don. (949) 279-9369.

pERmiT foR SALE
SE Alaska gill net permit. No brokers. (907)  
747-6388.

800-992-4960  907-235-4966
UPDATED LISTINGS ON THE WEB

PO BOX 505, HOMER ALASKA 99603
Alaska Boats & Permits, Inc.

FULL SERVICE MARINE BROKERAGE
FAX: 907-235-4965 E-MAIL: abp@acsalaska.net

IFQs PERMITS VESSELS

www.alaskaboat.com

Fast, comfortable, and as fun as 
possible. Ready to fish 2c 3a  

halibut, southeast cod and west 
yak. Very competitive rates! 15 

years experience and a solid crew.  
Please call Anthoney Sine,  

(907) 738-0936

F/V FORTUNE  
looking to catch 

your IFQs:
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FisherySpecies Asking Price* Offer*

Prices in JANUARY vary in accordance with market conditions.* in thousands
+ denotes an increase from last month. N/A denotes No Activity.
– denotes a decrease from last month.

By Mike Painter and the Permit Master

State 
Value*

Alaska Entry Permit Prices
(as of 1-1-15)

Gillnet: Bay permits ticked up within days of the 2015 forecast, with offers coming in the 
mid to low $170s in mid-December. Interest in SE permits was down with permits avail-
able starting at $95k. PWS permits were holding at around $230k. Cook Inlet permits 
rebounded a bit, to the mid $60s. No change in Area M permits with permits starting 
at $160k.

Seine: Nothing happening in SE permits, with no new offers. PWS permits just started to 
move at less than $200k. Asking prices for Cook Inlet permits were down as low as $80k 
and offers were in the mid $70s. Kodiak permits were steady, with asking prices in the 
mid $40s. Area M permits were available starting at $60k, no new activity.

Troll: SE Power Troll permits firmed up to right around $40k in the last month. Hand Troll 
permits were getting scarce and asking prices were $12k or more. Lower 48 Troll permits 
remain hard to find at any price. Demand is strongest in Washington and California.

BOX   score

 SALMON 

 S SE DRIFT 95+ 80- 88.8-

 S PWS DRIFT 235 230 235-

 S COOK INLET DRIFT 65- 60+ 69.8-

 S AREA M DRIFT 160 130 109.5

 S BRISTOL BAY DRIFT 175+ 170+ 164.2+

 S SE SEINE 300 280- 307.5

 S PWS SEINE 210 195- 206.3-

 S COOK INLET SEINE 80- 75- 83

 S KODIAK SEINE 44- 42 50.1-

 S CHIgNIK SEINE 245 200 211.3

 S AREA M SEINE 60 50 65.9

 S YAKUTAT SET 16 12 16.2-

 S COOK INLET SET 16 15 15.1+

 S AREA M SET NET 57- 50- 55.6

 S BRISTOL SET NET 45 40+ 39.8+

 S LOWER YUKON 10 9 8.6-

 S POWER TROLL 41+ 38 40.1+

 S HAND TROLL 12+ 11 10.8-

 HERRING 

 H SE gILLNET 12 10 13.4

 H KODIAK gILLNET 5 5 5

 H SITKA SEINE 300 200 419-

 H PWS SEINE 50 35 30.9

 H COOK INLET SEINE 16 15 16.8

 H KODIAK SEINE 37.5 30 30.3

 H SE POUND SOUTH 37 36 35.6

 H SE POUND NORTH 38 25- 43.1-

 H PWS POUND 5.5 5 3.5

 SHELLFISH 

 S SE DUNgY 75 POT 18 17 14.1+

 S SE DUNgY 150 POT 35 32 26.8+

 S SE DUNgY 225 POT 45 40 35.5

 S SE DUNgY 300 POT 60 50 43.8

 S SE POT SHRIMP 25 20 22.4

 S KODIAK TANNER <60 26 24 29.7

 S PUgET SOUND DUNgY 125 125+ N/A

 S WASHINgTON DUNgY 1,250-3,750/FT 1,000-3,500/FT N/A

 S OREgON DUNgY 1,500-3,750/FT 1,250-3,500/FT N/A

 S CALIFORNIA DUNgY 200-600/POT 200-500/POT N/A

 SE ALASKA DIVE 

 SE AK Dive URCHIN 4 3 2.4

 SE AK Dive CUCUMBER 25- 24- 28.5-

SE AK Dive gEODUCK 78 60 86.6+

Northwest FCS customer Stuart Schuttpelz

Northwest Farm Credit Services is a cooperative. 

When you become a customer you also become 

an owner. You have a voice and a vote in how our 

association does business. Plus, when we do well 

we share profits with you in the form of patronage. 

No bank does this.

 

You borrow. You own. You earn. You grow. Learn more 

about the benefits of being a customer-owner.

northwestfcs.com/fisheries  |  206.691.2000

This institution is an equal opportunity provider and employer.
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Halibut & Sablefish IFQ Prices
recent market activity in halibut and sablefish quota shares

Species
Regulatory

Area
Vessel 

Category*
Poundage 
(thousands)

Status 
(blocked/

unblocked)

Ask
(per pound) 

Low High

Offer
(per pound) 

Low High

NOTE:  Halibut prices reflect net weight, sablefish round weight. Pricing for leased shares  
 is expressed as a percentage of gross proceeds. ** Too few to characterize.

*Vessel Categories:  A = freezer boats   B = over 60’   C = 35’-60’   D = < 35’

By Mike Painter and the Permit Master

Not much change in the quota market this time of year. Based on the 2015  
recommendations, interest should hold in 2C and 3A where slight increases could 
be coming. 3B is proposed to be down slightly and 4A may be going up. 

Buyers are still looking for deals on unblocked SE Sablefish. Average sales over 
the past season were right around $24/lb. Nothing new in WY. There was quite a 
bit of Cg on the market at the close of the season, but most was priced over what 
buyers were looking for. Not much happening further west. 

 H 2C D 1-10 B 42.00-48.00 42.00-46.00

 H 2C C/B 1-3 B 43.00-46.00 43.00-46.00

 H 2C C/B 4-10 B 46.00-50.00 45.00-48.00

 H 2C C/B ANY U 48.00-50.00 47.00-48.00

 H 2C A  B/U 50.00 48.00

 H 3A D  B/U 34.00-40.00 33.00-38.00

 H 3A C/B 1-5 B 36.00-38.00 36.00-38.00

 H 3A C/B 5-10 B 38.00-40.00 38.00-40.00

 H 3A C/B >10 U 42.00-44.00 40.00-42.00

 H 3A A  B/U 40.00 38.00

 H 3B D  B 16.00-20.00 12.00-15.00

 H 3B C/B 1-10 B 18.00-24.00 16.00-18.00

 H 3B C/B >10 U 22.00-26.00 20.00-22.00

 H 3B A  B/U N/A 20.00

 H 4A D  B/U 10.00-16.00 10.00-12.00

 H 4A C/B 1-10 B 12.00-15.00 10.00-12.00

 H 4 C/B >10 B 16.00-18.00 10.00-12.00

 H 4A C/B >10 U 18.00-20.00 14.00-16.00

 H 4B/C/D C/B 1-10 B 9.00-16.00 8.00-12.00

 H 4B/C/D C/B >10 B/U 16.00-20.00 10.00-16.00

 S SE C/B 1-10 B 22.00-25.00 21.00-23.00

 S SE C/B >10 U 24.00-30.00 24.00-25.00

 S SE A  B/U 32.00 30.00

 S WY C/B 1-10 B 20.00-28.00 18.00-20.00

 S WY C/B >10 U 28.00-34.00 25.00-28.00

 S WY A  B/U 35.00 33.00

 S Cg C/B 1-10 B 15.00-22.00 13.00-15.00

 S Cg C/B >10 B/U 20.00-30.00 14.00-18.00

 S Cg A  B/U 30.00 25.00

 S Wg C/B 1-10 B 10.00-13.00 7.00-9.00

 S Wg C/B >10 B 13.00-16.00 10.00-12.00

 S Wg C/B/A >10 U 13.50-20.00 12.00-13.00

 S AI C/B/A  B/U 1.50-6.00 1.00-4.50

 S BS C/B  B/U 1.50-6.00 2.00-5.50

 S BS A  B/U 7.00-8.00 6.00
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foR SALE
Kodiak ocean front bed and breakfast home, 
4000 sq. ft., 5 bed/5bath with multiple living units 
and large storage area, gourmet kitchen, private 
beach access, city utilities, hot tub, well-built in 
2008. $695,000. (307) 217-2777.

f/V wESTERN fREEDom
We want  to  har vest  your  b lack  cod IFQ.  
Family owned, experienced captain and crew. 
MARCO AutoBaiter, lots of media, sauna, good 
food. Guaranteed quality harvest experience. 
Contact Garrett Elwood. Cell: (425) 345-8301. 
Home: (425) 259-2731.

foR SALE
47' custom twin diesel Sportfisher completely 
rebuilt in 2006. $289,000. YW# 1442-2561571. 
Contact Tom Cardosa at (619) 813-9263 or 
tom@ensignyachts.com

foR SALE
54' fiberglass freezer troller. Very well main-
tained boat with avery large fishhold. 1800 gal 
fuel capacity. 30 kw genset new in 2008. Ak 
power troll permit available. $295,000. (360) 
280-2675. 

Choose HOMER for your boat work

www.homermarinetrades.com

TWIN DISC MarINe TraNSMIS-
sions, Caterpillar and Cummins Engines 
& parts. New and rebuilt, biggest selection 
of used ENG & Gear parts in the world 
available. Worldwide shipping. Best pric-
ing. Call Steve at Marine Engine & Gear 
781-837-5424 or email at twindiscgears@
verizon.net

Run as is

Please make changes as indicated

May 09 Fishermen’s News

foR SALE
40' Snowball Gillnetter. Less than 500 hrs on 
3208TA/TD 507. Tanks, electronics, controls, 
hydraulics, through hulls, hoses, flush deck/ 
narrow reel. Surveyed 2014, in Kenai. $115,000/
offer. (530) 864-4846.

hERiNg SEiNE foR SALE
100 fathoms, ribline, 3 strips each 200 MD, 
chaffing gear, 6# leadline, used 5 seasons  
Togiak, good shape, diagram available. 
$5,000. Cordova. Possible help with shipping.  
(208) 277-7942.

foR SALE
1974 54' heavily built aluminum seiner. 73,000 
in RSW. 3406B cat, 26 inch gripper, super heavy 
duty rigging, fast and very fuel efficient. Owner 
financing possible with at least $50,000 down 
now and $50,000 after the first of the year. 
$369,000 o.b.o. Skiff, seine, and P.W.S. permit 
also available. (360) 531-3074.

foR SALE
Brand new steel, 50x16x6.5, 6068 John Deere, 
200hp. Ameron paint, Comnav, FG Fish Hold, 
Yahct Int. 2000 fuel, 580 water. $500,000,  
(707) 961-1102.

foR SALE
A Bristol Bay Treasure: 1979 Marco aluminum 
32x12. 1st of 25 to be built for Bristol Bay. 425 
Catepillar, This boat is fast and has packed 
26,000 lbs. Refrigeration bow thruster,  
electronics and many extras. $200,000. Also 
selling permit. (707) 249-6221.

SpoRTfiShiNg BoAT foR SALE
Price reduced to $299,000. 75 foot commercial 
passenger carrying vessel. Coast Guard current 
for 100 miles offshore. Call Don (949) 279-9369.

foR SALE
58' limit seiner for sale. Packs 90 ton of squid. 
Lots of equipment included. Skiff, nets and lots 
of extras. Comes with 75 ton California market 
squid permit. Call Don (949) 279-9369.

foR SALE
65' solid fiberglass custom sportfishing charter 
boat. Licensed USCG for 47 people and 24 bunks 
for overnight. All electric galley. $312,000.00. 
Call Don at (949) 279-9369.

wANTED:
Purse seine vessel to run for Southeast salmon 
season 2015. 40 years of experience and good 
catch record. Contact Chad Peterman, (360) 
378-5260, or birdyp@gmail.com. Area M also 
considered.

foR SALE
F/V Lone Fisherman. 58' Whaleback limit seiner, 
longliner, crabber. $1.8M. Contact Jeb Phillips. 
(907) 518-1977. jebphillips23@live.com

foR SALE
Carrier model 5F40-M219 refrigeration compres-
sor. (907) 747-6388.

foR SALE
Have two California light-market Brail Boat  
licenses for sale. Call Don. (949) 279-9369. 
Prices are $325,000 U.S. dollars.

pERmiT foR SALE
75-ton Calfiornia Market Squid Purse seine  
permit for sale. $22,000 a ton. Call Don at (949) 
279-9369.
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foR SALE
F/V HADASSAH: 58x19 Delta seiner, longliner, 
pot boat. 343 main; 30kw generator; 7-1/2-
9kw Northern Lights generator; upgrades 
include large rolling chaulks, UHMW guards, 
metalized hydro valves and SS lines; bul-
bous bow; Furuno sonar; Pilkington deck 
winch. Also available: 19' Rozema skiff.  
(907) 399-7219.

foR SALE
1980 45' troller. California salmon permit. 
$119,500.V6-71 Main. YW# 1442-2529549. 
Contact Tom Cardosa at (619) 813-9263 or  
tom@ensignyachts.com

WWOOFISH.COM
TONS OF FISHING JOB SEEKER ADS

Ads are FREE for captains and crewmen

YOU AND PACIFIC FISHING HAVE 
SOMETHING GREAT IN COMMON

Our valued readers are your valued customers –
Here’s to a GREAT partnership in 2015!

Some of our 2014 advertisers: Alaska Air Cargo,
American Seafoods, AmericanWest Bank, Cummins,

Delta Marine, Eltech, Foss, Fred Wahl Marine Construction,
Globalstar, HEMPEL, Highland Refrigeration, Inmarsat, IMS, 

Irridium, Jotun, KVH, Lynden, MARCO, Morgan Stanley, 
Mustad Longline, NC Power Systems, Northrim Bank,

Ocean Beauty, Pacific Seafood, Pacific Power Products,
Port of Seattle, Port of Kodiak, Rapp Hydema, Seamar,

Servco Pacific, Sound Propeller, Stearns, TOTE,
Trident, Vancouver Shipyards/Drydock, WESMAR.

We look forward to working with you on the BEST visibility that money
can buy in the productive and lucrative North Pacific!

Reserve space by 1/12/15 for MARCH and 2/11/15 for APRIL

Contact Diane Sandvik, Advertising Sales
at 206-920-5516 or dianes@pacificfishing.com

March ‘15 issue, Ad materials due 1/19/14  •  April ‘15 issue, Ad materials due 2/18/15

foR SALE
54 ton California market squid purse permit. 
Never been upgraded. Priced to sell quickly. $1.3 
million. Call Don (949) 279-9369.
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oN THE dockS

Fishermen’s Finest Inc. is planning to build a highly advanced 
new factory trawler for operation in Alaska waters.

The Kirkland, Washington, company in November entered 
into a contract with Dakota Creek Industries Inc., of Anacortes, 
Washington, to construct the 262-foot vessel, to be named  
America’s Finest.

The designer is Norwegian firm Skipsteknisk.
The freezer vessel will be rigged for pelagic and bottom  

trawling and will be powered by a MAN 8L32/44CR engine.
Winches will be electrically driven, and the processing deck 

will be highly automated, Skipsteknisk said.
“The vessel design has a highly efficient hull shape which 

reduces hull resistance when sailing in ice or at open sea,” the 
design firm added.

The new boat will have accommodation for 49 people.
Fishermen’s Finest said the vessel will greatly reduce fuel 

consumption and carbon dioxide emissions. The company  

indicated it will seek to make the vessel essentially “carbon  
neutral” through the purchase of carbon offsets.

The company added that the new trawler will fully utilize 
every fish caught.

Fishermen’s Finest is part of the so-called Amendment 80 
fleet, which targets species such as yellowfin sole, cod, and 
Pacific Ocean perch in the Bering Sea and Gulf of Alaska.

The company already operates two factory trawlers, Ameri-
can No. 1 and U.S. Intrepid. Both were built in the late 1970s.

Dakota Creek, on its website, termed the new trawler a 
“replacement vessel.”

Optimar US was chosen to deliver the factory and freezing 
system for the new trawler. Teknotherm Marine will supply the 
cargo refrigeration plant, and PARAT Halvorsen will provide 
the steam boiler plant. Ibercisa will supply deck machinery.  

– Wesley Loy

Congress gives fishing boats 
reprieve from EpA discharge regs

Congress in December passed legislation to extend protection 
for fishing boats from Environmental Protection Agency regula-
tions on vessel discharges.

The legislation, included in a Coast Guard reauthorization 
bill, places a new three-year moratorium on the regulations.

The commercial fishing industry strongly supported the con-
gressional action.

“The three-year extension of the existing moratorium will 
save America’s fishermen from being forced to apply for vari-
ous permits just for spraying off our decks,” said Chris Brown, 
president of Seafood Harvesters of America. “And we look 
forward to building on this extension as a first step toward 

passing a permanent exemption that provides certainty to our  
nation’s fisheries.”

Commercial fishing vessels under 79 feet are exempt from the 
EPA’s incidental discharge permit requirements. That exemption 
was due to expire on Dec. 18, but Congress has now acted to 
delay the expiration date for three years.

U.S. Sen. Lisa Murkowski, R-Alaska, was among lawmakers 
seeking to block the regulations.

“For those who need a little more graphic detail as to what 
we’re talking about, when you take a commercial fishing  
vessel out … and you have a good day fishing, you’ve got some 
salmon guts on the deck,” Murkowski told her colleagues. 
“You’ve got a little bit of slime. You hose it off. That would be an  
incidental discharge that would be reportable to the EPA, and if 
you fail to report, you could be subject to civil penalties. That’s 
what we’re talking about here.”   – Wesley Loy

Fishermen’s Finest orders new trawler
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Deckload: last year’s sockeye salmon fishery at Chignik, Alaska, got an unusually late start, but the crew of the seiner Memry Anne 
enjoyed great results once the opportunity came. the Memry Anne, a 58-foot delta, was formerly known as the shady lady. this photo 
was taken on July 13 at Mitrofania island. Pictured, left to right, are sierra Anderson, susan Anderson, dean Anderson, Memry Anderson, 
and bryan Cordero. sierra Anderson photo

Alaska seafood contest adds 
byproduct category

This year’s Alaska Symphony of Seafood competition will 
feature a new product category called Beyond the Plate.

This category will be for “consumer-ready products 
which are made with parts of seafood typically deemed to 
be fish waste or a byproduct of the primary processing,” the  
competition sponsor said. Such products could include fish oil, 
pet treats, fish leather, or other goods.

The Symphony of Seafood is a long-running event to  
showcase Alaska seafood and new value-added products.  
The Alaska Fisheries Development Foundation puts on  
the event.

Regarding the new contest category, AFDF Executive  
Director Julie Decker said: “The seafood industry has invested 
heavily in the development of new products from traditionally 
unused parts of Alaska seafood. AFDF is excited to offer this 
new category to highlight and promote the improvements the 
industry has made to reduce fish waste, develop new products, 
and increase the value of Alaska’s seafood.”

AFDF set a Dec. 31 deadline for entering products. The  
contest categories include Retail, Foodservice, Smoked  
Products, and Beyond the Plate.

A panel of expert judges will evaluate product entries. 
More information about the Symphony of Seafood is available  
at www.afdf.org.  

obama extends Bristol Bay oil 
and gas leasing exclusion

President Obama on Dec. 16 put Bristol Bay off limits for oil and 
gas development.

The action to withdraw the area from all future oil and gas  
leasing extends indefinitely a temporary withdrawal Obama  
issued in 2010 and that was set to expire in 2017.

“This action safeguards one of the nation’s most productive 
fisheries and preserves an ecologically rich area of the Bering Sea 
off the coast of Alaska that is vital to the commercial fishing and 
tourism economy and to Alaska Native communities,” a White 
House press release said.

Bristol Bay hosts enormous sockeye salmon runs and rich crab 
and groundfish stocks.

A Bristol Bay lease sale in 1988 generated $95 million in high 
bids. But the government ended up buying back the leases  
following the Exxon Valdez oil spill.

The bay is considered more prospective for natural gas  
than oil.  
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cannot be offset with improvements to the capacity and efficien-
cy, vessel operators will be forced to continue to use the same 
dangerous, inefficient, and aging fleet. The continued use of an 
out-of-date vessel increases the risk of injury or loss of life for 
crew members.

The chilling effect of this provision will have major economic 
consequences beyond just the vessel owners and crew. In the last 
four years I have represented clients who have contracted for 
over $80 million of new vessel construction and vessel improve-
ments using CCF money. These projects and the associated job 
creation in shipbuilding would not have happened without the 
existing CCF program. The planned construction of new vessels 
to upgrade the fleet creates jobs and economic activity through-
out the United States and maintains shipbuilding and repair 
capacity in the United States – a goal that would be seriously 
harmed by the proposed regulatory changes. There are  
hundreds of millions, if not billions, of dollars of economic activ-
ity that will not happen under the restrictions of this provision.

I and many others have submitted comments to NMFS  
asking that the harvest capacity restriction be eliminated from 
the proposed regulations. 

Charles Morgan is a certified public accountant with Jackson, Morgan 
& Hunt in Seattle. Since 1985, he has specialized in tax and account-
ing services for the commercial fishing and maritime industries. He 
assists clients with tax and business planning and IRS compliance and 
disputes. He also testifies as an expert witness in fisheries litigation.

Morgan continued from page 6

Wear it! continued from page 10

available on the market, there are devices that are comfortable, 
wearable, not too bulky, and not likely to become entanglement 
hazards in the type of fishing that you do.

There are dozens of PFDs commercially available to meet all 
types of needs, and I know there is one that is perfect for every 
operator, deckhand, and fisherman. Go find it! PFDs buy you 
time in the cold water – and allow for a successful rescue and a 
safe trip home.  

Jennifer Lincoln is director of the National Institute for Occupational 
Safety and Health’s Alaska Pacific Office and leads the NIOSH  
Commercial Fishing Safety Research and Design Program.

“Even when I had guys that didn’t really get along, they 
found a way to get the work done on the boat,” Alfieri said. 

Welcome Aboard continued from page 20

Hardware and politics: In a career that has spanned decades, 
Alfieri has seen a series of changes that have affected how his 
work is done. 

Part of the evolution has been technological. Power grips 
have made seining more efficient, and sardine fishery work is  
done faster and more efficiently with pumps that quickly get 
high volumes of catches onboard. 

But the biggest changes he’s seen have been in the trawl  
fishery, and they’ve been political.

“With groundfish, it’s important to go to management  
meetings and keep your ear to the ground because if you 
miss something, you might get excluded from something,”  
Alfieri said.

Catch share programs are regarded as effective manage-
ment measures, but they’ve made open-access fisheries more  
competitive.

“The gulf is the only open-access fishery left on the West 
Coast, and we see a lot of boats that benefit from catch share  
fisheries coming into our fishery,” Alfieri said. “That’s why we 
need to keep up and be as efficient as we can be.” 

The North Pacific Fishery Management Council continues to 
consider a catch share system for the gulf, and Alfieri supports 
it – as he has done since it was first put on the table a dozen 
years ago. 

In addition to keeping up with the times on equipment, Alfieri 
has learned that an important part of fishing is adapting to – and 
lobbying for – new management trends.

“When I first started, I never had to be involved in the politics 
of fishing,” he said. 

Being in the power skiff with my buddy Matt, who also 
happens to be my shaman, took my mind off the physi-
cal pain of one too many hours in the hot SoCal sunshine, 
and I was more excited than ever to see things from an 
entirely different perspective rather than just from the back 
deck. We let’er go, making a quick round haul around the 
light boat. I spent all night every night in the skiff with Matt 
from there on out. I knew that even if my 100 neon-orange  
fliers didn’t produce a squid job, I would still have one hell of a 
story to write about.

Amy Majors writes monthly for Pacific Fishing.

Tough Girl continued from page 23

Senate before Democrats lose control there, and then shuttle it to 
the House. 

There are positive indications that dam removal will be  
authorized after years of languishing in legislative purgato-
ry. The turning point came last year, when a high court ruling 
declared that tribes have senior water rights in the upper Klam-
ath Basin. 

That drove upper basin landowners – the holdouts to the pacts 
that include dam removal – to the negotiating table to ensure  
consistent water allowances. 

Now they’re among the range of stakeholders who have joined 
the agreements calling for dam removal. And if Wyden’s plan 
pans out, he’ll have engineered a long-awaited coup.

Daniel Mintz has reported on Humboldt County’s government and  
natural resources industries for more than a decade.

Southern Climes continued from page 22

produce more sea spray, which results in greater vessel icing.
Following the accident, the master was tested for illegal drugs. 

The results were negative. None of the men were tested for alcohol.

Probable cause

The National Transportation Safety Board determines that the 
probable cause of the sinking of fishing vessel Heritage was the 
master’s decision to proceed with the voyage despite known 
weather conditions that would adversely affect the safety of his 
vessel. Specifically, the weather conditions caused icing on the ves-
sel resulting in a loss of stability due to added weight on the decks 
and superstructure.  

Vessel demise continued from page 16
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Fast and affordable phone & Internet

Fast, low-cost Internet at sea
• Affordable rate plans starting at $49/month for 50 MB of data
• Monthly airtime at a fraction of the cost of other solutions
• Broadband Internet speeds as fast as 2 Mbps shore to ship 

Crystal-clear telephone calls
• Integrated voice service optimized for maritime use
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