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INSIDE:

ON THE COVER: Gillnetters race back to Cordova 
following the first opener of the 2015 Copper River 
salmon season. Photo courtesy of Alaska Airlines 

Wesley Loy

On conflicts
of interest

Port of Newport  •  Page 16

Around the Yards  •  Page 20

Energy audits  •  Page 10

Togiak herring fishery  •  Page 37

Federal lawyers recently ruled that two members of the North Pacific  
Fishery Management Council could not vote on a high-profile issue before the 
11-member panel.

Simon Kinneen and David Long were found to have conflicts of interest in 
that their employers control sizeable shares of the Bering Sea and Aleutian 
Islands groundfish harvest.

They were barred from voting at the council’s June meeting on whether  
halibut bycatch limits should be tightened – an action many groundfish  
harvesters opposed.

Kinneen works for Norton Sound Economic Development Corp., which 
counts major Bering Sea trawl operator Glacier Fish Co. as a subsidiary. Long is 
employed as a captain and fish master with Glacier Fish.

For the record, the council approved the tighter halibut bycatch limits, and 
the vote wasn’t close.

But the question we pose here is this: Was it good to disqualify Kinneen and 
Long from this important vote?

Yes and no.
Yes, because the recusals blow away the cynical notion of some people that 

industry controls the council and anything goes. Industry players do hold seats 
on the council, and their conflicts of interest are often readily apparent. But the 
real power has always seemed to rest in the government officials who also hold 
seats on the panel.

We also say no, because Kinneen and Long weren’t appointed to the  
council to sit on their hands and not vote. Many council participants were  
disappointed in the recusals, which stemmed from a complex and rather  
subjective legal analysis.

One wonders whether it might serve just as well to have all council members 
publicly and completely declare their potential conflicts (they already must file 
statements of financial interests). Swear to those disclosures. State them aloud 
for everyone in the room to hear. Then vote.

      
No free power: Every fisherman knows fuel is money. And nobody wants to 

burn money.
So, are you burning more money than you need to?
Alaska Sea Grant and other organizations have collaborated on a pilot project 

to conduct “energy audits” on commercial fishing vessels. The resulting data 
suggest practical ways that vessel owners can play it a lot smarter on fuel.

So turn now, this instant, to page 10 to read Terry Johnson’s excellent report. 
We’re sure it’ll pay off for you.

      
Port profiles: We plan to publish, from time to time, feature articles  

looking at key fishing ports around the North Pacific. We begin with the Port 
of Newport, one of three deep-draft ports in Oregon. As you’ll see from Katie 
Wilson’s fine article and photos, Newport is a vibrant town with a port that’s 
facing plenty of challenges. Find the article on page 16.

And if you know of a port that deserves a profile, please let us know!
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Keeping upYOUR BUSINESS

It’s FREE! It’s DAILY!*
It’s the best commercial fishing news digest 
available in the North Pacific. Here’s some of 
what you missed by not reading Fish Wrap.

FishWrap

*You can subscribe to Fish Wrap by sending an email to circulation@nwpublishingcenter.com. Write your first 
name, your last name, and the words “Fish Wrap.” Do it now, before you go another month without Fish Wrap.

UniSea overhaul: Parent company Nissui is  
planning a $21 million makeover of the giant  
seafood processing plant at Dutch Harbor, a  
Japanese media outlet reports. – asia.nikkei.com

Changes at the top: Icicle Seafoods Inc. names 
Chris Ruettgers chief executive officer and 
appoints Amy Humphreys as chairman of the 
board of directors. – prnewswire.com

Call for nominations: NMFS is seeking candi-
dates for two U.S. seats on the International Pacific 
Halibut Commission. – alaskafisheries.noaa.gov

Processor expands: A Copper River Seafoods 
representative discusses the company’s Bristol 
Bay plans. – kdlg.org

Yukon River woes: No commercial fishery for 
Chinook salmon is expected this year. Summer 
and fall chum runs, however, potentially could 
support a harvest. – adfg.alaska.gov

Alaska salmon season nears: The famed  
Copper River fishery, traditionally the first major 
net salmon harvest of the year, is scheduled to 
open May 14. – adfg.alaska.gov

The company store: Unalaska processors boost 
employee room and board charges to offset state 
minimum wage increase. – kucb.org

It’s all over: Managers close the Togiak herring 
fishery for the season as the purse seine fleet 
reaches its full quota. – deckboss.blogspot.com

Sick sea stars: Decaying sea stars suspected of 
having wasting disease were discovered recently 
in Alaska’s Kachemak Bay, raising ecosystem  
concerns. – news.uaf.edu

To the deep: Dutch Harbor marine salvor  
Dan Magone plans to scuttle his old tug, the 
Redeemer. – kucb.org

Eight at risk: The National Marine Fisheries  
Service spotlights species it considers among the 
most at risk of extinction in the near future.  
– nmfs.noaa.gov

Slow start for Copper River: Thursday’s season 
opener produced an estimated catch of 16,100 
sockeye salmon and 1,400 Chinook, the Alaska 
Department of Fish and Game reports.  
– deckboss.blogspot.com

Alaska’s budget battle: Gov. Bill Walker warns of 
mass layoffs unless legislators can settle on a fully 
funded spending plan. – deckboss.blogspot.com

Reds romp: The North Pacific saw a “dramatic 
increase” in the sockeye salmon harvest in 2014, 
the North Pacific Anadromous Fish Commission 
reports. – scribd.com

Third man up: In his latest attempt to fill an 
Alaska Board of Fisheries vacancy, Gov. Bill  
Walker appoints Robert Mumford, a retired  
wildlife trooper. – deckboss.blogspot.com

MSC squabble: The Marine Stewardship Council 
proposes mediation to help resolve a “certificate 
sharing” dispute between two groups of Alaska 
salmon processors. – deckboss.blogspot.com

BycatchFacts.org: A trawl group, Groundfish 
Forum, has launched a special website as part  
of efforts to fend off tighter halibut bycatch  
limits in the Bering Sea and Aleutian Islands.  
– bycatchfacts.org

Hide the halibut: NMFS says multiple investiga-
tions have been launched over reports of  
interference with observers aboard vessels that 
take halibut as bycatch. – deckboss.blogspot.com

The salmon situation: A new market analysis 
prepared for the Alaska Seafood Marketing Insti-
tute finds that current demand is “not particularly 
strong.” – alaskaseafood.org

Showdown in Sitka: A possible tightening of 
Bering Sea halibut bycatch limits headlines this 
week’s North Pacific Fishery Management  
Council meeting. – npfmc.org

Alaska’s budget battle: Gov. Bill Walker begins 
mailing mass layoff notices to state employees 
as legislators continue haggling over spending 
plans. – ktuu.com

Small fish, small payoff: The waters near the 
Alaska village of Togiak this year produced a 
big herring catch of 21,594 tons, but the fishery 
value was only $1.08 million ex-vessel.  
– adfg.alaska.gov

Gearing up: Copper River Seafoods discusses its 
processing plans at Naknek on the east side of 
Bristol Bay. – kdlg.org



 Foss Maritime’s two full service shipyards can take on any 
new build or repair project. From regular maintenance  
to cutting edge technology and major conversions, we keep 
your fleet moving forward.

Full service shipyards • 800.426.2885 • www.foss.com • Always Safe. Always Ready.

THE DOCK WILL 
SEE YOU NOW.
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COMMENTARY

From 10 hp to 1900 hp, engines to suit every application

Nanni T4.270

MAN V12-1000 CRM

LIGHT DUTY
MEDIUM DUTY
HEAVY DUTY

RDI MARINE
www.manengines.com
(800) 239-5928

Alaska reminds me of Washington state. Let me qualify that. 
Alaska reminds me of Washington state before the mid-1970s. 

Back then the region was deeply divided over treaty rights, salmon, 
and even the definition of what it meant to be an American Indian 
in modern times.

The official state government machine, ranging from biological 
reviews to law enforcement, was geared up to obliterate any tribal 
claims to salmon fishing. The clashes were not just legal; many 
were violent and tragic.

But then Boldt happened. Federal courts upheld the treaty 
rights of Native people. As author and professor Charles Wilkin-
son wrote: “The truest and most profound fact about the Boldt  
decision is that it was conceived and accomplished by Indian  
people. The transcendent meaning of the Boldt decision was 
to uphold the treaty rights of Northwest tribes, but it was also a 
national case about national obligations and values. The decision 
was a gift to all of America.”

The 1974 ruling by U.S. District Judge George Boldt did some-
thing else. It established tribes as “co-managers” of the salmon. 
So tribes and intertribal organizations organized and invested  
millions of dollars on salmon habitat recovery, management, and 
even law enforcement to make certain that the tribal side of the 
bargain was met. Most important: Tribes gained a meaningful say 
about wildlife management. Salmon are still under significant 
threat, but river after river is also showing improvement.

Taking charge: Alaska’s story is a bit different – even as it 
evolves. The newly created state of Alaska took charge of fish 
and game in 1960. And a few years later the state began to close  

by MARK TRAHANT

Working with Alaska’s tribes to restore salmon runs
traditional fisheries, claiming conservation. Instead of a treaty  
document that outlined a clear tribal right to hunt and fish, the 
1971 Alaska Native Claims Settlement Act ended the formal  
protection of aboriginal rights. However, in 1980, Congress enacted 
a subsistence title to the Alaska National Interest Lands Conserva-
tion Act. The new federal law was supposed to protect customary 
subsistence uses by Alaska Natives.

But the definition of that “protection” was assumed by the state 
and federal governments with little meaningful role for Alaska 
Natives. And when Native voices did rise, the state’s reaction was 
mostly litigation or criminal enforcement.

On May 5, 2015, 28 tribes on the Kuskokwim River started down 
another path, assuming co-management of fish in the river system 
by creating a Kuskokwim River Inter-Tribal Fish Commission.  
It’s modeled on the Northwest Indian Fish Commission, an  
organization that was led for many years by the legendary Billy 
Frank Jr. (Frank is really an American hero. He went from being 
a “getting arrested guy” during the fish wars to a wise elder who 
was widely respected.) Mike Williams Sr. of Akiak was elected 
chairman of the new commission.

“The people of the Kuskokwim River are no longer satisfied  
with serving in an advisory role to state and fishery managers,” 
says a news release from the new commission. “The message,  
Kuskokwim River tribes and rural residents desire a ‘meaningful 
role’ in the management of fish and wildlife as it is expressed by 
Congress in section 801(5) of the Alaska National Interest Lands 
Conservation Act, a role that until now most Western Alaskans 
agree has been meaningless.”
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Editor’s note: This story originally appeared on May 8 on the website 
of KUCB in Unalaska. 

In the next few weeks, thousands of seafood processors will 
return to Unalaska for pollock B season. They’ll be earning more 
money, thanks to the state’s minimum wage hike – but they’ll also 
be paying more to live.

Added room and board costs are just one way processing plants 
are hoping to offset the wage increase.

Alyeska and Westward Seafoods have never charged for  
room and board. But on June 1, President Mark Johanson said 
that’ll change.

“This has been a very, very hard, soul-searching decision for us,” 
he said. “We’ve been trying to buck the trend and make it a rea-
sonable and a good place for people to work. The work is hard 
and challenging, and we understand that … but because of global  
competition and pressures, we have had to unfortunately make 
that decision.”

They’re implementing the state’s maximum room and board 
charge of $15 a day at their shoreside plants in Unalaska. Johanson 
said it comes out to about a dollar of every hour’s wages, including 
overtime. Since the minimum wage also went up a dollar this year, 
he said the changes are a wash, for now.

“And then, of course, as of Jan. 1 (2016), the minimum wage will 
increase again by a dollar,” he said. “So there is no remedy on room 
and board – we’ll just need to either eat that cost or find other ways 
to become more efficient in our operation.”

Johanson’s also worried about the $1 million to $4 million cost of 
adding employee health coverage under the Affordable Care Act. 
So in the long term, he’s hoping to pare down and automate more 
of their processing lines.

UniSea plans: That’s going to happen at UniSea, too. Unalaska’s 
biggest seafood processor has plans to shrink its pollock operations 
back into one factory in the next few years.

They’re also upping their room and board charge. It’s started 

by ANNIE ROPEIK

Unalaska seafood plants offset wage  
hike through room and board

at $10 a day for the past couple of years, decreasing the more a  
processor works. But this spring, facing a $3 million cost bump 
from minimum wage, UniSea President Tom Enlow said they’ve 
gone to the upper limit, too.

“We’re not really in a position to just take that cost – any cost 
increase, for that matter – and pass it onto our customers,” he said.

That’s because they’re working with set market prices for  
seafood, where costs are shared between the harvesters and the 
processors. Since the wage hike impacts the processors, Enlow said 
they may want to renegotiate those price formulas down the line.

But for now, room and board is their first line of defense, along 
with some cuts to staffing. That’s come through the natural attri-
tion Enlow said they see at the start of every season.

“There’s always going to be a certain amount of workers that 
come up and say, ‘Oh, I had no idea I was going to have to work all 
day,’ and they end up leaving,” he said.

Jobs go unfilled: This year, UniSea wanted to see how low they 
could go. They didn’t rehire for those empty jobs and went through 
A season about 80 people short.

“Our crab and cod throughput always suffers when our head-
count is down below a certain number, and we certainly saw that 
take place this year,” he said. “But it’s just all in an effort to try to 
hold those costs down.”

In pollock B season – which covers 60 percent of the year’s huge 
quota – they’ll move staff around and focus on producing surimi. 
Right now, there’s a better market for the imitation crab product 
than there is for fillets.

Over at Alyeska and Westward, Johanson said they’re keeping 
their headcount the same for now. In fact, they’ve had to work 
harder than normal to recruit to fill those jobs.

With higher wages up against room and board costs, and an 
improving job market down south, Johanson said it’s not as easy as 
it once was to lure new processors up to Alaska.  

Co-management works: I am convinced that co-management 
works. In Washington, Oregon, and Idaho there are salmon 
streams that would have gone extinct without a broader, more  
comprehensive management approach. Even small tribes hire 
people to work on habitat restoration or protecting baby salmon 
from predators. And it’s hard to understate the importance of  
creating natural resource jobs because it gives Native people a new 
purpose,working on the land to improve wildlife.

“My thoughts go to my ancestors that have managed our 
resources for over 10,000 years. They have done a great job in  
making sure we have food security,” said Chairman Williams. “We 
have traditional science and knowledge as we live right where they 
always fished. In recent times, the federal and state governments 
have begun to manage our resources. The policy is coming from 
far away.”

Williams said that there have been too many advisory boards 
that many Native people felt were wastes of time because they 
weren’t followed up with cooperation.

“I sat down for many hours with my uncle, the Late Joe Lomack, 
Traditional Chief, on the climate and natural resource issues,”  

Williams said. “We got very concerned on the reports about  
Chinook disappearing up north, then the Yukon River and then 
our Kuskokwim River. Now that we have established our Fish 
Commissions, both in the Yukon and Kuskokwim rivers, we 
have a structure in place to start to engage our involvement in a  
meaningful way to help manage our resources instead of always 
giving advice.”

This is the moment when Alaska should embrace this approach. 
For too many years the state has spent significant resources  
litigating against a tribal say instead of listening. This is both 
expensive and ineffective. On the other hand, a meaningful role for 
tribes on wildlife issues has proven to be successful in Washington 
and other Northwest states.

It’s time for Alaska to deliver this gift to America.  

Mark Trahant is an independent journalist and a member of the  
Shoshone-Bannock Tribes. He serves as the Atwood Chair of Journalism 
at the University of Alaska Anchorage. This column appeared originally 
on trahantreports.com.
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You may learn to think

like a fi sh, but you’ll never

BREATHE LIKE ONE.

-Angus Iversen

Mention of any company or product does not constitute endorsement by the National Institute for Occupational Safety and Health (NIOSH).

Salmon fi shermen have the highest number of man 

overboard fatalities in Alaska. Help change that. 

Today’s PFDs are comfortable, don’t tangle in gear 

and extend survival time in water. Choose your PFD 

at livetobesalty.org. And wear it.

Salmon fi shermen have the highest number of man 

Today’s PFDs are comfortable, don’t tangle in gear 

and extend survival time in water. Choose your PFD 

KOBE, Japan – The North Pacific  
Anadromous Fish Commission 

(NPAFC) announced preliminary North 
Pacific-wide total salmon catches for 
2014, as reported by its member countries  
(Canada, Japan, Korea, Russia, and the 
United States), to be 864,228 metric tons 
(392 million fish).

The 2014 total sockeye salmon catch 
was 176,966 tons, mostly in Alaska (64  
percent) and Russia (21 percent of the 

Sockeye harvest up sharply across Pacific in 2014
total by weight). The total catch shows a  
significant increase of roughly 33 percent 
over the prior year’s sockeye catch.

Chum salmon constituted the majority 
of the total commercial catch (38 percent 
by weight) followed by pink (36 percent)  
and sockeye salmon (21 percent). Coho 
comprised 5 percent of the catch, Chinook 
salmon was 1 percent, and each of cherry 
salmon and steelhead trout were less than 1 
percent of the catch by weight.

The member nations’ portions of the 
total catch included 40 percent by the Unit-
ed States (345,673 tons; Alaska – 328,803 
tons), 39 percent by Russia (336,139 tons), 
17 percent by Japan (144,281 tons), 4 per-
cent by Canada (37,698 tons), and less than 
1 percent by Korea (437 tons).

The total chum salmon catch was 327,667 
tons, with the majority caught by Japan (43 
percent) and Russia (41 percent of the total 
by weight). The total chum salmon catch is 
a decrease of approximately 5 percent from 
the prior year.

The total catch of pink salmon was 
306,977 tons, and the largest portion of 
the catch was shared by Alaska (49 per-
cent) and Russia (48 percent of the total 
by weight). The 2014 total pink salmon 
catch represents a 48 percent decrease in 
the catch from 2013. The 2013 catch was 
a return of dominant odd-numbered year 
pink salmon with near-record numbers of 
fish caught.

Hatchery totals: Hatchery releases of 
salmon and steelhead from NPAFC mem-
ber countries totaled approximately 5.2 bil-
lion fish in 2014. Hatcheries released nearly 
2.1 billion fish (40 percent) in the United 
States, 1.9 billion (37 percent) in Japan, 969 
million (19 percent) in Russia, 240 million 
(5 percent) in Canada, and 28 million (less 
than 1 percent) in Korea.

Hatchery releases comprised mostly 
chum (3.2 billion, 61 percent) and pink 
salmon (1.5 billion, 29 percent), followed 
by Chinook (239 million, 5 percent), sock-
eye (181 million, 4 percent), and coho salm-
on (80 million, 2 percent), steelhead trout 
(23 million, less than 1 percent), and cherry 
salmon (13 million, less than 1 percent).

The NPAFC is an international organi-
zation that promotes the conservation of 
Pacific salmon (chum, coho, pink, sock-
eye, Chinook, and cherry salmon) and 
steelhead trout in the North Pacific and 
its adjacent seas, and serves as a venue for 
cooperation in and coordination of scien-
tific research and enforcement activities. 
The NPAFC Convention Area is located 
in international waters north of 33 degrees 
north latitude in the North Pacific, Bering 
Sea, and the Sea of Okhotsk. NPAFC mem-
ber countries include Canada, Japan, the 
Republic of Korea, the Russian Federation, 
and the United States.  

– NPAFC
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For all of your quality fuel needs, 
call us toll-free at 800.478.2688

Delta Western has been living and working in 
Alaska long enough to develop a local’s sense 
of pride in the natural beauty that’s all around 
us. That’s why we’re committed to serving 
you in a way that provides the highest level 
of environmental responsibility. It’s why our 
employees are so rigorously trained. And why our 
facilities are regularly inspected and maintained. 
Living here has fueled our devotion to protecting 
our environment. And inspired us to care deeply 
about Fueling Alaska Safely.

When you actually live where you work, you care 
even more about keeping your work space clean.

The shrimp are safe!
That’s the upshot of research into 

whether shrimp caught in Port Valdez are 
contaminated with Alaska North Slope 
crude oil, the Prince William Sound Region-
al Citizens’ Advisory Council said in a May 
11 press release.

For the shrimp study, the council said it 
worked with the scientists from the Nation-
al Marine Fisheries Service Auke Bay lab  
in Juneau.

Small amounts of crude oil hydrocarbons 
enter the port in discharge from the ballast 
water treatment facility at the Valdez tanker 
terminal, the council said.

“The amount of ballast water processed 
by the facility has declined in recent years. 
This decline is in part because decreased 
oil flow through the pipeline means fewer 
tankers. In addition, all of the tankers in 
Prince William Sound are now double-
hulled which means that ballast water is 
typically separated from the oil cargo tanks 
and does not need to be treated at the facili-
ty. Improvements in ballast water treatment 
processes have further lowered the dis-
charge of hydrocarbons from the terminal. 

Study finds Port Valdez shrimp OK to eat
As a result, hydrocarbons discharged into 
Port Valdez have decreased by about 90 
percent, for some of the more toxic hydro-
carbon fractions, since the early 2000s.”

The council press release continued:
“Even though the amount is small, the 

hydrocarbons have the potential to con-
taminate organisms in the area. Traces of 
hydrocarbons from the terminal and tank-
er operations have been detected in bay  
mussel and sediment samples taken in Port 
Valdez. The council has been monitoring 
mussels and sediments in the region for 
the last 21 years. While our data shows that 
hydrocarbons in the port have been declin-
ing in recent years, these detectable levels 
in local shellfish raised concerns among 
people who harvest shrimp from the area, 
which prompted the council to test hydro-
carbon levels in shrimp from the port.

“The short takeaway message from the 
study is hydrocarbon tainting of shrimp 
muscle is not a concern for the shrimp  
fishery in Port Valdez and observed concen-
trations do not pose a human health risk.”

The report is online at pwsrcac.org.

– Wesley Loy
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The Savage, a Ketchikan tender, was one of 12 Alaska commercial fishing vessels supplying 
operational data in a pilot project to help fishermen decrease fuel consumption. Photos 
and graphics courtesy of the Alaska Sea Grant Marine Advisory Program

Mike Gaffney, of the marine engineering  
firm Alaris Companies, on the job in an  
engine room.

Can engine and machinery performance 
data help a fisherman make changes to boat 
and operation that will lower fuel costs? A 
pilot project now wrapping up in Alaska is 
answering that question. It is based on the 
concept of the fishing vessel energy audit.

The project’s purpose is to help the owner 
reduce overall operating costs of the ves-
sel by decreasing fuel consumption. It has 
two objectives: create a detailed view of the  
vessel’s energy use by system and type 
of operation, and gather baseline data for 
doing energy cost analyses. Future phases 
of the project will identify practical and 
cost-effective energy conservation measures 

by TERRY JOHNSON

How a fishing vessel energy 
audit can cut your fuel costs

(ECMs) and do financial analyses to deter-
mine the savings to be realized through 
application of the measures. Though not  
specifically intended to do so, the pilot  
project produced some of both.

Since the 2008 fuel price spike, fishermen 
have been concerned about vessel efficiency. 
The Alaska Sea Grant Marine Advisory Pro-
gram (MAP) has been disseminating gen-
eral information on practical steps to reduce 
fuel costs since then, but it has been hard to 
get real performance numbers from Alaska  
vessels until now.

In 2013, Julie Decker of the Alaska  

No free 
power



 WWW.PACIFICFISHING.COM  £  JULY 2015  £  PACIFICFISHING  £  11

Upper left
This graph illustrates the difference between engine  

efficiency (BSFC) and boat efficiency (horsepower at speed 
in knots). The red curve records how power demand increas-

es with speed, while the black curve shows how the fuel 
consumed per unit of power decreases with load.

Upper right
This graph illustrates the horsepower drawn from the main 

engine to operate the hydraulics. Note that the system is 
consuming two horsepower when all equipment (wash-

down pump, for example) is shut off. An electric clutch 
would eliminate this power drain.

Below right
This graphic shows the energy flow from generator to the  
point where useful work is done and shows energy losses 

due to inefficiencies in the system.

Fisheries Development Foundation obtained  
funding from the state Legislature to 
develop the pilot project. Partners include 
MAP and the Alaska Longline Fishermen’s  
Association. We contracted marine engineer-
ing firm Alaris Companies LLC to collect 
and analyze vessel operational data.

Normally the cost of a vessel energy audit 
runs in the tens of thousands of dollars, 
and only ship owners, government, and the 
military can afford them. The funding for 

Continued on page 12
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Terry Johnson is a specialist with the Alaska Sea Grant Marine  
Advisory Program.

the Alaska project was directed at collecting data from a number of 
small fishing vessels under one contract; those data sets could then 
be analyzed, used for comparison, and posted where they are acces-
sible to everyone.

What the project did
Mike Gaffney, vice president for engineering at Alaris, collected 

operational data on 12 Alaska commercial fishing vessels. Most were 
Southeast trollers, gillnetters, and longliners, but the group included 
one tender and one Kodiak trawler. Gaffney installed instrumen-
tation to record data on fuel flow, shaft speed, torque, AC and DC  
electrical current, electrical power quality, and radiated heat. 
By measuring shaft speed and torque he could calculate actual  
produced horsepower, and by correlating that with fuel flow in real 
time he could calculate brake specific fuel consumption (BSFC), the 
measure of engine fuel efficiency.

After Gaffney packed up his instruments, ALFA’s Dan Falvey, 
with the help of Yale intern Kamya Jagadish, developed a  
Microsoft Excel worksheet, called Energy Analysis Tool (Tool), that 
uses performance data to calculate fuel costs for each component 
of the vessel. The Tool produces tables and charts that show where 
the owner’s fuel dollar is going. It can use data from the library of 
data produced by Gaffney’s instruments, owner-supplied data, or  
numbers for similar vessels from the data library.

With Mike’s data and Dan’s Tool we were able to make several 
useful observations regarding vessel energy use. Before getting into 
the specifics, it may be helpful to review some principles.

There is no free power
None of the power used aboard a fishing vessel is free.  

Mechanical, electrical, and hydraulic power all come from burning 
fuel in engines, directly or indirectly. Electrical and hydraulic power 
taken from a propulsion engine that is running anyway increases the 
fuel consumption of that engine, which can be measured.

All conversion of fuel energy to useful work has inherent  
inefficiencies, expressed as heat, noise, vibration, smoke, and fric-
tion. Most of the fuel energy delivered to a diesel engine escapes 
as heat, and another 3 to 5 percent is lost to friction in the reduc-
tion gear and shaft bearings. Prop slippage, wave-making resistance, 
appendage drag, skin friction, and wind resistance sap more. Most 
of these losses are unavoidable, but some can be minimized.

Engine fuel use is not consistent through the power band. 
Mechanically injected diesel engines (no electronic engines were 
included in the pilot project) are inefficient at very low load, become 
more efficient at somewhere around 30 percent load, and become 
less efficient again as they approach wide open throttle. BSFC,  
commonly expressed in grams of fuel per horsepower hour, is 
the measure of engine efficiency, and the project developed many 
graphs that illustrate how BSFC gets better or worse through the 
power band. This illustrates how under-loading an engine costs 
money in wasted fuel. Furthermore, BSFC graphs can show the fuel 
penalties for increasing boat speed and for the drag of stabilizers.

Engine efficiency and propulsion efficiency are not the same. 
An engine operating at its most efficient speed may be pushing 
the boat faster than the boat’s most efficient speed. This is mainly 
due to wave-making resistance, which increases sharply as the boat  
goes faster.

In some cases maintenance costs can shift the curve slightly. If 
maintenance cycles are based on engine operating hours, over a  
season or a vessel’s service life there will be more of them if the  
vessel is traveling more slowly. This could mean that running a little 
faster and going through fewer maintenance cycles could lower total 

operating costs (fuel plus maintenance) slightly.
Generator engines incur the same inefficiencies as propulsion 

engines; the smaller generators found in fishing vessels are only 
about 75 percent efficient at converting mechanical to electrical 
power under ideal loads, and significantly less efficient when under-
loaded. Onboard electrical generation typically costs two to four 
times as much per kilowatt-hour as shore power.

An inverter can supply light loads in place of running a generator, 
but some are more efficient than others, and they rely on alternators 
to replenish batteries, which typically are only 50 percent efficient.

Conventional three-phase AC motors are only 50 to 70 percent 
efficient. Over the lifespan of a motor, more than 93 percent of its 
cost is power; only 5 to 7 percent is purchase and installation.

Hydraulic systems waste energy, evidenced by heat and noise, 
particularly if pumps are running when no machinery is engaged.

Onboard refrigeration compressors and condenser pumps use 
a lot of energy, some of which can be saved by reducing pressure  
and flow.

Some of what the data showed us
When we looked through the compiled data, a number of  

interesting points emerged, including the following:
• Each vessel uses fuel differently. Transiting consumes 8 to 55 

percent of fuel burned and fishing 10 to 33 percent.
• Most main engines are oversized; transiting vessels were using 

only 13 to 33 percent of available power. Under-loaded engines burn 
fuel inefficiently. At very low engine speeds, some vessels actually 
used more fuel per mile than they did at higher speed.

• At lower loads, turbocharged engines generally are more 
efficient than naturally aspirated, and four stroked more  
efficient than two strokes, but at higher loads both of those  
differentials diminish.

• Installed gensets tend to be oversized for the demand and 
under-loaded nearly all the time, resulting in unnecessarily high cost 
per kwh.

• Systems such as AC-powered hydraulic steering have  
significant standby current draw.

• Old switching technology prevails.
• Small boats in the study have annual DC electrical costs  

ranging from $388 to $1,040 in fuel.
• Most vessels are using old technology alternators and belts  

that are producing DC current at a fuel energy cost equivalent to $.70 
per kwh.

Continued on page 38
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Retired Kodiak west side setnetter Floyd Anderson. Breanna Peterson photo

“I bought that site for $2,000 and 
a case of whiskey,” Floyd Ander-
son chuckled as he pointed 
near Broken Point on a map of 
Uganik Bay, on the west side of 
Kodiak Island. In Uganik, some 
people treasured whiskey more 
than cash. At least it seemed like 
my grandfather did, Slim True-
man, the man from whom Floyd 
bought the site. In 1977, Floyd 
traded Slim one site for anoth-
er, the appropriately named  
Bartenders. Floyd fished Bar-
tenders each summer until 2006, 
when he sold out and stopped 
setnetting at the age of 75.

Floyd was my first interview 
subject for West Side Stories, 
the Baranov Museum’s new  
project that will document the 
history and culture of the west 

side of Kodiak Island. That’s the portion of 
the island that is buffeted by the Shelikof 
Strait and stretches from Kupreanof Strait 
to the village of Karluk.

Floyd pointed at a photo in his album 
of a Coast Guard helicopter that landed 
behind his cabin, pushing the “nush-
nik” (outhouse) several feet off its hole.  
“Why did you call the Coast Guard?” I 
asked him.

“I didn’t. They were looking for the 
Nickerson brothers,” he replied matter-of-
factly. The Coast Guard never found the 
brothers, who were presumed drowned. 
But their mother did, when she went to 
their setnet site that same season. They had 
been killed by their crewman.

This is the kind of story that the west 
side cradles and the type that we are hop-
ing to gather through West Side Stories – a 
depiction of Alaska that is not created for  
reality television. A depiction that may not 
be suitable for all viewers.

From bay to bay: For West Side Stories, 
I’ll be conducting oral histories with peo-
ple who have a long connection to the west 
side, either as fishermen, tender operators, 
guides, or cannery workers. These oral 
histories will be archived at the museum 
and shared with NOAA’s oral history 
program. I’ll be joined by photographer  
Breanna Peterson, who will be taking  

From Kupreanof to Karluk:
   Telling Kodiak’s West Side Stories

by ANJULI GRANTHAM
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Slim Trueman. Baranov Museum photo

photos of west side people and places as 
we jog around Viekoda, Uganik, and Uyak 
bays this summer and briefly take up resi-
dence at the cannery in Larsen Bay.

From the interviews, we will produce 
weekly radio spots for KMXT 100.1, which 
can be streamed online. We are also send-
ing out “story kits” to west side residents 
and transients via tender, so that people 
can make their own “west side stories.” 
For those who aren’t located in Kodiak 
but have west side stories of their own, 

YOUR BUSINESS
we are encouraging people 
to use #kodiakwestside on 
Facebook and Instagram. We 
will create a website from 
the gathered materials and 
mount an exhibit that will 
open in Kodiak next spring.

Be a sponsor: We are 
still seeking project spon-
sors and donors to make this  
project shine.

“Are you building a new 
cabin here?” I asked Floyd, 
as I pointed to a photo of him 
holding a paint brush.

“Yes, the summer of ’89. 
That was a bad summer. No 
fishing because of the oil spill. 

But I got money for cleaning up and built a 
new cabin. I was quite proud of it.”

In just the project’s first interview, Floyd 
made something very clear. Kodiak’s west 
side is far removed and has few residents. 
Although it might be quiet country, it most 
certainly is not dull.  

Anjuli Grantham is Curator of Collections and 
Exhibits at the Baranov Museum in Kodiak. 
To learn more about West Side Stories, go to  
crowdrise.com/westsidestories.

Fishermen likely will see lower prices this  
season for sockeye salmon, an analysis prepared 
for the Alaska Seafood Marketing Institute said.

The report, released in late May, noted high 
inventories and declining wholesale prices for 
frozen and canned sockeye products; lower roe 
prices; and currency imbalances that make Alaska 
salmon more expensive for foreign buyers.

Compounding this is the huge harvest forecast 
for Bristol Bay sockeye.

“Whenever processors are unable to convert all 
 of last year’s production into revenue, ex-vessel 
prices to fishermen tend to decline because there 
is both less need for fish and less money to buy it 
with the following year,” the report said.

Sockeye is Alaska’s most valuable salmon 
crop. Sockeye products made up 43 percent of 
the total first wholesale value of Alaska salmon 
over the past two years despite a record pink 
salmon harvest in 2013.

Another observation from the report: Canned 
sockeye production increased in 2014 to the  
highest point since 2009.

The McDowell Group prepared the analysis, 
posted at tinyurl.com/nw9cnbg.

– Wesley Loy

Sockeye prices likely to be 
lower this year, report says
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The Port of Newport looks like a war zone.
It’s the Fourth of July 2014 in Newport, Oregon, and  

children are setting off fireworks in the port parking lot. 
They run with sparklers and smoke bombs in their hands, weaving 
between parked pickup trucks and neatly stacked piles of commer-
cial crab gear. People have spread blankets and set up chairs on the 
far side of the parking lot, along a grassy slope that overlooks the 
docks, where most of the local commercial fleet is tied up.

A man rises from a beach chair and lights a Roman candle. As the 
sparks scream upwards, arc, and drop, a fisherman on a nearby boat 
answers with an expired distress signal flare. The bright red flare 
soars high and drops above the commercial boats. It swallows the 
glare of the Roman candle entirely.

Soon a professional firework display will dominate the sky. When 
that show ends, the long slog out of Newport’s historic downtown 
will begin. Cars will idle, bumper to bumper, inching forward along 
Southeast Bay Boulevard. The next day will be busy, too, as tourists 
return to eat seafood at restaurants and lean against the boardwalk 

by KATIE WILSON

Old   Newportand

A top West Coast fishing port looks to secure its future amid the  
bustle of boats, tourists, and sea lions

railing to watch commercial fishermen and seafood processors go 
about their daily work.

In Newport, a working waterfront co-exists with a growing tour-
ist industry: Forklifts shoot along the sides of the road and maneu-
ver between parked cars on one side and tourist motor traffic on the 
other. A recorded voice booms across the street, shouting at visitors 
to come see the wonders of Ripley’s Believe It Or Not! Odditorium, 
and competes with the loud clangs, thumps, and yells of proces-
sors at work and fishermen on commercial boats moving in and out  
of port.

Here, historical fisheries jostle against modern tourism – a  
sometimes complicated dance that the city, the port, fishermen,  
processors, seafood buyers, and visitors alike must learn and 
relearn each year. New interests compete and co-exist with old. As 
port and marina managers look to the future, and to the potential 
of once again moving logs through the Port of Newport, they must 
also work with aging infrastructure and what is still a vibrant  
commercial fishing fleet.

Commercial fishing vessels at rest early on a May morning in Oregon’s Port of Newport, a busy, deepwater port south of Astoria.  
Katie Wilson photos
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Changes and challenges
Newport is home to one of Oregon’s three deep-draft ports, 

roughly 10,000 people, and the state’s largest-grossing commer-
cial fishing fleet.

It is a small city carved out by the winding Yaquina River and 
the Pacific Ocean, but the port looms large. It maintains three 
primary business centers – an international shipping terminal 
(still in progress) and separate marinas for commercial and recre-
ational fishermen. It owns land on both sides of the river, leasing 
space to government agencies from Oregon Fish and Wildlife to 
NOAA as well as businesses such as Oregon Brewing Co. and 
Englund Marine Supply.

The port’s administration office and commercial marina are  
located in the middle of Newport’s historical downtown area, 
a small crescent at the base of a hill along the north side of the  
Yaquina River. Seafood processors line the river there as well.

Tons of fish and crab cross the docks there every season. In 2013, 
the Port of Newport had 126.8 million pounds in commercial fish-
ery landings valued at just over $55 million, according to NOAA’s 
ranking of the 128 major U.S. ports. The top spots on that list were 
dominated by major Alaska ports, but Newport came in at No. 19 
for value, below Westport, Washington, and above Astoria, Oregon.

Newport’s major processors include Pacific Seafood and  
Trident Seafoods.

The commercial marina includes moorage for as many as 200 
vessels and a service dock with four hoists. In the port parking lot 
above the marina, commercial marina manager Kevin Bryant and 
his crew store crab pots and other gear for fishermen. When the  
bigger fisheries open, this marina is packed. During crab season, 

Bryant can barely keep up with the boats that rush in to offload 
crabs, grab more gear, and hit the ocean again.

“Dungeness, tuna, salmon,” Bryant said, listing them off while 
scanning the marina on a quiet day in early May. Bryant has worked 
for the port for decades and maintains the marina with a small crew. 
There is always something more to be done.

Continued on page 18

Tourists lean over to watch sea lions haul out along the waterfront in 
Newport’s historic downtown. Record numbers of the pinnipeds have 
been spotted off Oregon’s coast and in the Columbia River. This dock, 
established by Newport merchants, keeps some sea lions away from 
the port’s aging commercial fishing docks and provides tourists with 
an opportunity to view and photograph the animals safely.
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Over the years, he’s seen many changes at the port, in the city, 
and throughout the fishing community. He said that while the com-
mercial fleet is healthy and even growing – he sees more and more 
transient boats tie up each year – the port’s infrastructure is not 
keeping pace. All of the docks are in need of repair, but especially 
the older, wooden docks, where most of the transient boats moor. 
Fishermen have said they are reluctant to accept increases in moor-
age fees when the docks remain unimproved.

But big changes are on the horizon – changes that some believe 

will move the focus of the port away from the commercial fleet. 
The port, meanwhile, maintains that these changes are necessary to 
grow port operations and to bring in the revenue that will support 
its current tenants and users.

International terminal
The biggest change of all is at the port’s International Terminal 

where, with Teevin Bros., an Oregon-based land and timber com-
pany with sites in Astoria and Rainier, the port hopes to build a 
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Cars and forklifts jostle for space along the narrow main road  
that runs through Newport’s downtown area and the working 
waterfront. Seafood processing plants are neighbors with T-shirt 
shops and restaurants.

Out-of-town visitors walk down to look at commercial fishing boats 
in the Port of Newport’s commercial marina. In the summertime, visi-
tors flock by the thousands to Newport, and especially to the historic 
downtown area alive with both tourism and fishery-related activity.
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multimillion-dollar log export facility. This 
would not necessarily be a new type of 
operation for the port. Though fish have led 
the charge for years, logs and timber were 
exported from the area up through 1999.

In April, the port’s board of commission-
ers signed a lease option with Teevin Bros. 
for a 9-acre parcel. Now, plans to develop 
the International Terminal are moving  
forward more quickly than they have in 
years, said port general manager Kevin 
Greenwood, though there is still much work 
to be done.

The International Terminal as it stands 
now is an open, fairly empty stretch of land 
to the east of the port’s commercial marina. 
The main portion of it is a concrete dock 
built from two flat-bottom concrete ships 
sunk there in 1948 to serve as wharves for 
cargo handling. (These were later the focus 
of expensive remediation work when the 
port discovered that one of the hulls was 
shifting toward the bay, causing structural 
damage behind the wharf).

Here, several businesses operate and 
the port stores additional commercial fish-
ing gear. According to a newsletter the port 
published in May, Pacific Seafood was using 
part of the area to prepare freezer equip-
ment destined to be installed at a fish plant 

on the west end of the bay front. Nearly a 
dozen large commercial fishing vessels 
from Alaska moor there as well throughout  
the year.

Farther on, the concrete gives way to 
grassy, hummocky acres – a sort of indus-
trial development wilderness loaded with 
potential. This grassy area is where Teevin 
Bros. and the port hope to build their  
export facility.

“Teevin is as much a terminal opera-
tor as they are a log handler,” Greenwood 
explained. “I think this project would end 
up opening up a number of opportunities.”

The port came into 2015 with a lot of debt 
payments, approximately $355,000 worth, 
thanks in part to remediation and construc-
tion work necessary at the terminal. This 
is another thing Greenwood inherited, 
along with the terminal project, since being 
hired in February 2014, and something 
he must consider when making any deci-
sions about where and how to invest port 
funds. Moorage fees don’t generate much 
income, Greenwood said, but log and cargo  
operations do. That money could be  
funneled back into port infrastructure like 
the commercial docks, he said.

“The port has recently adopted tariff 

Continued on page 38

Crab gear is carefully stacked and stored in the lot by the Port of 
Newport’s administration office. The port stashes the gear for  
commercial fishermen since there are no other practical storage 
options nearby.

Vessels from Alaska moor at the Port of Newport’s International  
Terminal located east of the commercial marina.
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Charleston: Mike Lee, general manager at Giddings Boatworks, 
said a long list of boats were in the yard this spring.

The 72-foot shrimp and Dungeness crab vessel Galway Bay was 
hauled out Jan. 30 for some long-term work. The main, reduction 
gear, and generator were removed. Giddings modified the existing 
fuel tanks in the engine room that ran longitudinally at full height 
to shorten them, creating saddle tanks so that the tank tops could 
be used for additional generators and equipment.

The yard installed the rebuilt main engine, reduction gear, a ded-
icated hydraulic drive engine, a large generator, a hotel generator, 
and new exhaust systems, created a hydraulic tank, and installed 
hydraulic piping, electrical panels, wiring, a sea chest, pumps, and 
so forth.

New coolers were installed on the hull to service the engines. 
Giddings installed deck winches, shrimp poles, a new aluminum 
boom built by Tarheel Aluminum, and new wood decking.

The entire shafting system was rebuilt and aligned, and the boat 
got a new hydraulic steering system including pumps, rudder tube, 
upper stock, tiller, and cylinders. Painting was done as required. 
The vessel was launched April 22.

Carter Jon, a 74-foot shrimp and Dungeness crab boat, was up 
for 10 days in February for a repower, shafting, miscellaneous 
repairs, and paint.

The 66.5-foot shrimp, Dungeness crab, and albacore vessel  
Prolifik was hauled up Feb. 20 for three weeks for a new muffler 

for the main, to remove a generator, and for a new sea chest,  
miscellaneous piping, a grid cooler, steel work, rolling chocks, and 
steering repairs.

The Coho, a 71-foot shrimp, Dungeness crab, and groundfish 
boat, was at Giddings in February and March to have a new free-
standing mast fabricated and installed, to renew the reduction gear, 
for shaft work, a new dripless shaft seal, cooling piping, new bilge 
pumps, bilge piping and manifold, a remodeled fuel manifold, 
remodeled cooler piping, a new exhaust through the new mast, 
miscellaneous fish hold repairs, and to reseal the T Ram steering.

The 67-foot shrimp, Dungeness crab, and groundfish vessel 
Western Seas was up in March for shaft work, rope cutters, and 
miscellaneous steel repairs.

Cape Foulweather, a 67.5-foot shrimp and groundfish vessel, 
was up for two weeks and launched April 14 after Giddings modi-
fied and enlarged the engine cooling systems, renewed sewage 
overboard discharges, modified the rolling chocks, and completely 
sandblasted the hull above and below the water line.

Jeanette Marrie, a 68-foot shrimp, Dungeness crab, and ground-
fish vessel, was at Giddings for six days in April for fabrication  
and installation of a new stainless steel watertight door and  
miscellaneous engine room piping.

Also in April, the 81.5-foot whiting, groundfish, and charter  
vessel Miss Sue received renewed sewage through hull pipes,  
miscellaneous engine room piping, isolator zincs, shafting, and 
stern tube repairs.

Last Straw, a 75-foot Dungeness crab, whiting, groundfish, and 
charter vessel, was hauled up on April 30 and launched May 13 
with new transducers and hull tanks installed, plus a stainless 
shear plate at the hauling station.

Dusk, an 85-foot shrimper, was hauled out May 13 for bulwarks 
repairs and sandblasting and painting fish holds, the water tank, 
the main deck area, and the hull. Miscellaneous steel repairs were 
on the list as well as installation of winches, shrimp poles, and bin 

by MICHEL DROUIN

West Coast shipyards buzzing with 
activity ahead of the season

The F/V Oracle, launched on May 18, is Fred Wahl Marine’s newest  
vessel. The steel combination boat was built for Buck Laukitis of Alaska.
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board stanchions on deck fish-loading chutes.
Construction started mid-May on a 75-by 30-foot powered barge 

that will be used for transporting live fish, Lee added.
      

Reedsport: Fred Wahl Marine reports that the 80.6-foot Miss 
Berdie sponsoning project, which widened the vessel from 28 to 
39 feet, is nearing completion and the vessel was in primer and  
heading to the ways as of May 21.

“The project grew quite a bit with the addition of a new  
wheelhouse and all new living spaces,” reported Fred Wahl. “At  
this point, the boat and all of her systems have been entirely  

rebuilt or replaced.”
The yard’s newest vessel is the F/V Oracle, launched 

on May 18.
Designed and built by Fred Wahl Marine Construction, 

the steel combination vessel was built for Buck Laukitis  
of Alaska and will be rigged for seine, trawl, and  
pot fisheries.

The 58-by-28.5-foot seiner draws roughly 13 feet of 
water, packs approximately 240,000 pounds of salmon 
and 9,800 gallons of fuel, and is powered by a 600-horse-
power C-18 Caterpillar main engine through a TD-MGX  
5170 gear. Electrical power is provided by Caterpillar  
generators rated at 150 kilowatts and 99 kilowatts.

Hydraulics to all deck equipment, the 18-inch  
Keypower bow thruster, and FWMC removable crane 
are provided by two electric hydraulic pumps rated at 60 
horsepower each.

The 4,080 cubic feet of tanked fish hold is chilled by  
a pair of Integrated Marine Systems 30-horsepower  

refrigeration systems.
Living quarters include berthing for six in two separate  

staterooms, wheelhouse day bunks, washer and dryer, and a fully 
equipped galley with stainless steel appliances.

      
Richmond, British Columbia: Brian Charles, vice president 

of marketing and business development at Arrow Marine  
Services, told Pacific Fishing at the beginning of May that his yard  
was full.

The 86-foot trawler Blue Waters was up in the yard for  

Continued on page 22

A Platypus Marine sponsoning project.
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AROUND THE YARDS

maintenance and hull repairs.
“We’ve got the (72-foot) Alaska Queen 

II up for a shave and haircut and some  
woodwork,” Charles said.

Miss Tatum, a 59-foot trawler, was in for 
repairs, and the 64-foot Proud Canadian 
was in the yard for a lengthened boom, a 
paint job, and miscellaneous work.

Charles said the Central Coaster, a 
120-foot-long landing barge owned by 
Shearwater Marine, was cut in half and is 
being lengthened to 150 feet with a double 
hull. Arrow Marine was building a 30-foot 
section, and Canron Western Constructors 
Ltd. was building a 60-foot section.

The 89-foot Viking Storm, owned by 
Pacific Seafoods, was up for a month  
and a half for a complete paint job and  
hull repairs.

Charles said Arrow has widened its 
travel lift out to 38 feet wide, increasing the 
capacity of vessel it can accommodate.

      
Hoquiam : Howard Moe at Little 

Hoquiam Shipyard reports that the yard 
delivered the Andy Sea, a 58-by-20-foot 
single-screw purse seiner that participated 
in this spring’s Togiak herring fishery.

Little Hoquiam also has a partially com-
pleted 58-by-24-foot twin-screw purse sein-
er that is for sale.

      
Port Angeles: Brad Hale at Platypus 

Marine reports that the 58-foot fiberglass 
Delta fishing vessel Intruder, out of Friday 
Harbor, Washington, recently underwent 

structural deck repair at 
the yard.

Compromised mate-
rial was removed and 
new composite struc-
tural deck laminates and 
beams, along with high-
density foam core mate-
rials, were used in the 
repairs. All wood used 
in the original construc-
tion was removed and 
replaced with no-rot com-
posite materials. Addi-
tionally, modification and 
improvements were made 
to the fish hold and the 
surrounding hatch coam-
ing and deck, as well as 
routine maintenance.

The 50-foot Pacific Raider, built by  
Commercial Fiberglass out of Friday Har-
bor, recently was drydocked at Platypus 
Marine. Aside from routine maintenance 
items, Platypus installed one of its compos-
ite bulbous bows to increase operational 
efficiency and crew comfort.

The 58-foot steel fishing vessel Royal 
Mariner recently was drydocked at Platy-
pus Marine by its new owner. Aside from 
routine maintenance, it received a compre-
hensive inspection and evaluation, assuring 
all systems were functioning properly and 
operating as intended. Royal Mariner also 
had a few hull repairs performed, followed 
by a full topsides paint job and a fresh coat 
of anti-fouling paint.

Also at Platypus, a Delta originally 
designed and built as a 48-foot vessel, and 
previously lengthened to 53 feet, is now 
being sponsoned.

Unlike typical one-off projects, Platypus 
said that the new sponsoning sections were 
built by Platypus Marine in a dedicated 
fiberglass mold. With this approach, future 

sponsoning projects can be undertaken in a 
more “production-like” atmosphere, result-
ing in cost and duration efficiencies. This 
modification results in increasing the vessel 
beam from 15 feet 5 inches to 20 feet 1 inch, 
a greater beam than existing conventional 
Delta 58-foot seiners.

      
Bellingham: Jim Wegley at Wegley Boats 

said that since he restarted the business  
several years ago, “I’ve been pretty busy. 
It’s sparked right up for me.”

Wegley delivered a 42-foot fiberglass 
combination boat, the Miss Natalie, for 
Monterey California, fisherman Domenic 
Aliotti in late 2014 and a 39-foot, 10-inch 
vessel in December for Johnathan Hill-
strand of Time Bandit fame for fishing Cook 
Inlet in the summer.

Wegley said he completed two 32-foot 
Bristol Bay boats this spring and has two 
of his recently built 37-foot vessels in the 
water in Bellingham, one entering its third 
season and the other recently finished and 
preparing for its first season.  

The Miss Berdie went into the Fred Wahl Marine yard for  
sponsoning and a lot more. “The project grew quite a bit with 
the addition of a new wheelhouse and all new living spaces,” 
Fred Wahl said.
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Sockeyes lag: The highly anticipated Copper River salm-
on season opened May 14, and sockeye catches were smaller  
than expected.

Through the first five fishing periods, the sockeye catch stood at 
an estimated 366,100 fish, well short of the Department of Fish and 
Game’s anticipated harvest of 609,200.

The Chinook tally for the five periods was about 11,000 fish.
The department’s preseason forecast called for a harvest this 

year of 2.24 million sockeye and 6,000 Chinook in the Copper  
River area.

The Copper River annually is Alaska’s first major gillnet salmon 

fishery, and the catch is a gastronomic favorite. Thus, gillnetters 
typically see handsome ex-vessel prices for early deliveries.

FishEx, an Anchorage-based online seafood retailer, on May  
31 advertised fresh Copper River Chinook fillet at $44.06 per pound 
and fresh sockeye fillet at $36.95.

      
CDQ expansion: Since its launch in 1992, the Community Devel-

opment Quota program has been a tremendous wealth builder for 
Western Alaska villages.

A share of the annual quota of Bering Sea fish and crab is 
reserved for the program. Six nonprofit companies harvest these 
resources on behalf of village groups and plow the proceeds into 
investments, jobs, and local programs.

As it stands today, 65 communities are eligible for the program. 
The villages are located within 50 miles of the Bering Sea.

Given the program’s benefits, it’s understandable that more  
villages might want to join the CDQ club.

Recently, the North Pacific Fishery Management Council 
received letters from three villages seeking inclusion. The villages 
were Newhalen, New Stuyahok, and Igiugig.

All three sought to join Bristol Bay Economic Develop-
ment Corp., which already represents 17 villages in the  

by WESLEY LOYALASKA NOTEBOOK
A slow but lucrative start to Copper River salmon season

Early catches of Copper River sockeye lagged expectations, but Chinook catches were strong. 
As usual, the first salmon of the season arrived with considerable fanfare in Seattle. Photo 
courtesy of Alaska Airlines

Bristol Bay region.
Newhalen Mayor Fedosia Balluta 

acknowledged that her village is not within 
50 miles of the Bering Sea. But she cited the 
high poverty rate in the community, located 
on the west side of Lake Iliamna.

The letter from New Stuyahok, located on the Nushagak River, 
noted a decline in state and federal funds available to the village.

In replies to the three villages, North Pacific Council Executive 
Director Chris Oliver said that adding communities to the CDQ 
program is up to Congress, not the council. Further, he explained, 

the council is “prohibited from directly 
lobbying Congress” on questions such as 
expanding the program.

      
New processing plant: In other CDQ 

program news, the Aleutian Pribilof Island 
Community Development Association cele-
brated a big event in May, cutting the ribbon 
on a new Cannon Fish Co. processing plant.

APICDA owns Cannon Fish and repre-
sents six villages under the CDQ program, 
most of them arrayed along the Aleutian 
chain.

The new plant isn’t in one of these villag-
es. Rather, it’s located in Kent, Washington, 
where Cannon Fish is based.

Larry Cotter, APICDA chief executive, 
said the new plant nevertheless will help the 
rural Alaska communities.

“This facility ties directly to APICDA’s 
processing plants in Alaska – the Atka Pride 
Seafoods plant in Atka and the Bering Pacific 
Seafoods plant in False Pass – and enhances 
the viability of all three facilities,” he said in 
a May 18 press release. “The new facility also 
demonstrates that CDQ investments benefit 

communities and states beyond Alaska.”
APICDA acquired Cannon Fish, a value-added processing and 

marketing company, in 2013. The new plant has the potential to 
employ 200 people, the company said.

      
Party up north! Norton Sound commercial salmon fishermen 

enjoyed their richest payday ever in 2014.
A record $1,915,749 ex-vessel was paid to 128 permit holders, the 

Department of Fish and Game reported.
That was 51 percent better than the previous record of $1,269,730 

set during the 2011 season.
Coho salmon accounted for 68 percent of fishery value. The coho 

catch tallied 112,756 fish, and the average dock price was $1.60 per 
pound.

Chum salmon, with a catch of 107,745 fish, made up 23 percent 
of fishery value. The dock price averaged 60 cents per pound.

Norton Sound also produced a catch of 182,406 pink salmon, but 
“limited processing capacity led to pink salmon harvests falling 
below preseason harvest outlooks,” the department said.

Wesley Loy is editor of Pacific Fishing magazine and producer of  
Deckboss, a blog on Alaska commercial fisheries.
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SOUTHERN CLIMES by DANIEL MINTZ 

Low flows, high risk for Klamath Chinook salmon
C-shasta outbreak: This summer is expected to yield a satisfac-

tory commercial salmon season, but there’s a lot to be concerned 
about when eyes turn to the Klamath River watershed.

In the upper Klamath River below the Iron Gate Hatchery, 
salmon were showing symptoms of disease from a parasite known 
as C-shasta (Ceratomyxa shasta). From late April to mid-May, 
a majority of fish sampled for the parasite tested positive for the 
disease-causing parasite.

With river flows ebbing as summer approached, the National 
Marine Fisheries Service and Northern California tribes asked the 
U.S. Bureau of Reclamation to release water to prevent the spread 
of the parasite and avert a mass fish kill.

The request was denied, and the reasons why highlight the 
intensity of the state’s drought.

Part of the bureau’s reasoning for rejecting the request is  
that this summer will see a lot of need for water, not only by  
agricultural users whose  
allotments have already been 
cut, but by other fisheries.

The bureau is concerned 
about being able to fulfill 
requirements for maintaining 
water levels in Upper Klam-
ath Lake for the benefit of 
sucker fish, an endangered spe-
cies. The survival of juvenile 
coho salmon, listed as a threatened species, will also depend on  
water releases.

Last summer saw a near-crisis in the mid-Klamath due to the 
presence of another parasite, Ichthyophthirius multifiliis, more 
commonly known as Ich. Amid unsuccessful legal challenges, the 
bureau agreed to emergency water releases from Lewiston Dam to 
ward off a fish kill disaster.

A similar situation is anticipated this year, and the across-the-
board demand for water will be even greater.

      
Water request: Humboldt County’s officials are already gearing 

up for a Klamath emergency.
A May 19 letter to U.S. Secretary of the Interior Sally Jewell 

from Humboldt’s Board of Supervisors notes that, in recent years, 
anemic summer flows in the Klamath/Trinity river system have 
demanded emergency releases of water to prevent “catastrophic 
fish die-offs.”

For decades, Humboldt County claimed a right to the 50,000 
acre-feet of Trinity River water that a 1959 contract with the  
Bureau of Reclamation supposedly guaranteed. A late December 
opinion from the attorneys of the U.S. Department of the  
Interior confirmed that the water does indeed belong to Humboldt  
County, whose officials are lobbying for a proactive remedy to 
another anticipated emergency.

The letter states that the county is “calling for this water in 
advance of its anticipated release” to address the river system’s 
flow depletion before it becomes dire.

If the Bureau of Reclamation agrees to the letter’s request  
for 50,000 acre-feet of water to be held in reserve for boost- 
ing flows, this year won’t be as much of a nail-biter for  

Klamath salmon advocates.
But in the fourth year of a historic drought, 

that’s a pretty big “if.”
      

Eel River returns: Northern California’s 
Eel River system is one of the most important yet least surveyed 
spawning watersheds for Chinook salmon. With surveying by 
wildlife agencies lacking, a volunteer group has taken up the task 
and recently reported that Chinook returns in 2014-15 were “at 
least equal to those measured by U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service in 
the 1950s.”

A May 14 press release from the Eel River Recovery Project 
(ERRP) volunteer group estimates that 12,500 to 20,000 salmon 
returned to the river to spawn. The estimate’s wide range is 
the inevitable result of the volunteer team’s inability to cover 
every area of the river at once, but dives done last October and  

November produced some read-
ily accessible observations.

The ERRP reports that the 
most influential factor of the 
river ’s Chinook rebound is 
the improved condition of 
the main channel. Gravel 
that once was covered by 
the silt-laden runoff of the 
massive 1964 flood is now 

exposed, offering returning Chinook favorable spawning and  
rearing conditions.

Availability of gravel beds was apparently more important in 
some areas than sufficient flows. The group’s spawning surveys 
found that “some tributaries had substantial use by spawning 
Chinook, while other streams with too much fine sediment were 
avoided, despite sufficient flow for upstream passage.”

While Chinook returns have been surprisingly strong, the  
status of summer steelhead and coho salmon populations remains 
tenuous. Those species are “more dependent on freshwater  
habitat” and may be “more challenged by the current dry cycle 
and lack of tributary flow over the next decades,” according to the  
press release.

      
Early opener: Northern California’s commercial fishermen were 

able to catch Chinook salmon starting May 1, the earliest opening 
seen in a long time.

The ocean region from Shelter Cove to Point Arena is accessible 
to fishermen in the Eureka area, and many of them traveled south 
to take advantage of the early opening.

As the month progressed, fishermen reported that catches in the 
Fort Bragg area and elsewhere were spotty, at best, but ex-vessel 
prices started fairly strong at $7 to $9 a pound.

Fishing was reported to be stronger above Point Arena than in 
the San Francisco Bay area, and the fishermen who were in the 
right spots had earned up to $15,000 three weeks into the month.

Daniel Mintz has reported on Humboldt County’s government and  
natural resources industries for more than a decade.

Northern California’s Eel River system is one of the most 
important yet least surveyed spawning watersheds for 
Chinook salmon. With surveying by wildlife agencies 
lacking, a volunteer group has taken up the task and 
recently reported that Chinook returns in 2014-15 
were “at least equal to those measured by U.S. Fish and  
Wildlife Service in the 1950s.”
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FISH FACTOR by LAINE WELCH

Alaska weighs big decision on water, coal, and salmon
Competing claims: Alaskans will have to wait until fall to learn 

if salmon habitat prevails over a coal mine proposed at Upper 
Cook Inlet.

An Alaska Department of Natural Resources decision due in 
May has been delayed until after a public hearing this summer, 
said Ed Fogels, DNR deputy commissioner.

At issue is competing water rights claims filed in 2009 by the 
Chuitna Citizens Coalition and by PacRim Coal of Delaware and 
Texas. The coalition wants to protect spawning tributaries of the 
salmon-rich Chuitna River, dubbed “the Kenai of the west side.” 
PacRim wants to dewater the streams and dig Alaska’s largest  
coal mine.

DNR received more than 7,500 public comments by the May 9 
deadline in favor of water rights for salmon.

It’s no surprise that the coal versus fish faceoff moves to a  
hearing, as both sides want a final say.

Should DNR rule in favor of coal over salmon habitat, the  
decision would mark an unsettling precedent.

“It would be the first time in Alaska’s state history that we 
would allow an Outside corporation to mine completely through 
a salmon stream,” said Bob Shavelson, of Cook Inletkeeper. “And 
the sole purpose is to ship coal to China. It’s really a very danger-
ous precedent because if they can do it here in Cook Inlet, they will 
be able to do it anywhere in the state. It could soon be coming to a 
river near you.”

Cook Inletkeeper, along with the coalition and the Alaska  
Center for the Environment, requested the hearing. They objected 
to aspects of DNR’s analyses, such as including only coho  
salmon and using only dock prices to quantify the value of the 
entire Chuitna watershed.

PacRim spokesmen have argued for years that they can restore 
the salmon habitat after all the coal is extracted. PacRim data show 
that the first phase alone would remove and dewater 20 square 
miles of salmon habitat, dig down 300 feet, and discharge 7 million 
gallons of mine waste a day into the Chuitna River. The total  
project calls for extracting 12 million tons of low-grade coal per 
year for 25 years.

David Schade, chief of DNR’s Water Resources Section, agreed 
that the water rights decision is precedent-setting and that it comes 
down to “saying yes to one applicant, and no to the other.”

The hearing is scheduled for Aug. 21 at the Federal Building 
Annex in Anchorage.

A decision is expected on or before Oct. 9, Fogels said.
      

Poke preventer: Few fishermen go to sea without their Vicky – 
the small, sharp Victorinox Swiss Army knife used for everything 
that needs a quick cut.

But traditional knife sheaths point downward, and Vickys can 
badly poke fishermen scrambling atop huge pots used for crab 
or cod. To prevent injuries, fishermen customarily duct tape the 
knives sideways to their belts.

Anne Morris of Sand Point knew there had to be a better way. 
She designed and made a snazzy new Vicky sheath that mounts 
horizontally on belts – pokey problem solved.

The knife sheath won the $1,000 first place prize in April at the 
Aleutian Marketplace Business Idea Competition, hosted each  
year by the Aleutian Pribilof Island Community Development 
Association and the Aleut Corp.

“A big safety issue in my presentation was it is quicker to get the 
knife out of the sheath with it lying horizontal,” Morris said. “A big 

reason they wear the Vicky, too, is because 
nobody wants to go over with a crab pot.”

She credits her son, Justin Drew, a pot 
cod fisherman, for the winning idea and has 
dubbed it the JD Beltz.

The marketplace competition is two-
tiered, and Morris now moves to a business plan phase that begins  
in October.

“My idea is to include the sheath, the belt, and the knife as a 
package deal. It might change as I get further along,” she said,  
adding that she hopes to work with a manufacturer and have the 
Vicky sheaths available by next year.

      
Fishermen health: How much are fishermen affected by  

long-term health problems such as hearing loss, lack of sleep, and 
high blood pressure?

A pilot study aims to find out, and researchers are using the  
500-plus members of the Copper River salmon driftnet fleet as  
test subjects.

“The Copper River fishing season lasts five months, and most 
of the fleet is very digitally connected, so it seemed a great fit,” 
said Torie Baker, an Alaska Sea Grant marine advisory agent  
in Cordova.

Baker is the point person for the project being done by the  
University of Washington School of Public Health and the Nation-
al Institute for Occupational Safety and Health, which is funding  
the study.

“The genesis stemmed from wanting to take a proactive look 
at the contributing health factors and health issues that are in  
commercial fishing,” Baker said. “They’re trying to compare what 
the off-season health habits and behaviors are versus what might 
be sacrificed or stressed during the fishing season. So it’s set up as 
a pre- and mid-season effort.”

The things the researchers are interested in include hearing loss, 
the presence or absence of hypertension, the amount of exercise 
that can be documented during the off-season and the fishing  
season, and sleep and fatigue management.

“That is a really big one,” Baker said. “The big body of lit-
erature on fatigue and sleep management in the marine world is 
largely informed by tests and research done in the military. There 
are a lot of folks in high-risk occupations, such as airline pilots or  
truckers and ship captains, where fatigue is a big driving force in 
productivity and safety management.”

The first part of the study was a basic online survey that ended 
May 8; another will be done in mid-July. At that time, volunteer 
fishermen also will take a basic health exam.

Many also are wearing Fitbit watches to track steps and activity, 
and most importantly, to remotely monitor sleep behavior over a 
three-day span.

“It will be interesting to be able to do some remote sampling  
and see how those devices work in an outdoor, very physical 
industry to learn how that technology might inform researchers,” 
Baker said.

She called the study an “intriguing first attempt” at helping an 
industry that from a health perspective hasn’t had much attention.

“The ultimate goal,” Baker said, “is to learn ways to reduce risks 
and keep fishermen healthy.”

Laine Welch writes the Fish Factor newspaper column and produces  
Alaska Fish Radio out of Kodiak.
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DUTCH HARBOR REPORT by JIM PAULIN

Luxury liner calls on Alaska’s top commercial fishing port

To fish with us: 
call 1-800-426-5490   
and ask for Alaska Support.

We hustle so  
you keep fishing

thank you for fishing with us

Cruising, not spending: The wealthy cruise ship passengers 
didn’t leave the Aleutian Islands port dressed like the crab fishing 
stars of “Deadliest Catch,” despite the clothes shopping opportunity 
at a local business that opened on its day off.

The Crystal Symphony, the first cruise ship of the year, visited 
Unalaska/Dutch Harbor on May 2, with the passengers and crew 
spending the day walking around town or riding in shuttles and 
vans to the cultural and shopping destinations.

The luxury liner arrived at 8 a.m. and departed at 5 p.m.
At the Safeway supermarket, assistant store director Brock  

Burlack said several hundred customers from the ship went shop-
ping for snacks, aspirin, shampoo, toothpaste, and other personal 
care items. But overall, he said, they didn’t spend much money, 
mainly making small purchases on toiletries, and not a whole lot  
of souvenirs.

At the Island Grind coffee hut, Sharon Treannie said the business 
opened earlier than usual on Sunday, at 8 a.m. instead of 1 p.m. She 
said the cruise ship generated “not a ton” of customers.

Another slow response was reported at marine hardware store 
LFS, which is normally closed Sunday. It opened in hopes of sell-
ing LFS clothing seen on “Deadliest Catch,” the Discovery Channel 
show that features the Bering Sea crab fleet.

LFS employee Kiefer Fredericks said he saw maybe two custom-
ers from the cruise ship and closed at 2 p.m.

Even if the cruise crowd didn’t worry about looking like the 
famous crabbers, they still enjoyed the seafood product.

At the town’s newest bar, the Norvegian Rat Saloon, general man-
ager Rachel Weed said about 125 cruise ship passengers and crew 
stopped by to enjoy the $15 boiled snow crab dinner special and an 

outdoor pallet fire in a vintage round crab pot.
Local artist Carolyn Reed sold her jew-

elry and prints from the back of her car at the 
dock. She said it’s been her experience that the 
amount of money cruise ship customers spend 
varies widely between vessels.

Guided tours included the World War II Visitors Center next to 
the airport, the Museum of the Aleutians, and the historic Russian 
Orthodox church.

The ship carried 925 passengers on a 17-day voyage across the 
Pacific Ocean, starting in Tokyo and stopping in two smaller  
Japanese ports before sailing to Unalaska directly from Russia, 
according to the ship’s cruise director, Jim O’Connor.

From Unalaska/Dutch Harbor, the huge, white 800-foot vessel 
next sailed to Kodiak, followed by Seward and Ketchikan, and then 
south to the final destination, Vancouver, British Columbia.

The passengers were from numerous countries. Nearly half were 
from the United States, with substantial numbers from Australia, 
China, Great Britain, and Japan, O’Connor said.

The Crystal Symphony is a high-end luxury liner, with fares start-
ing at $500 per day for the least expensive accommodations, he said.

      
First pot ticket: In Unalaska’s first public space case in the era 

of marijuana legalization, a man was fined $100 after he was seen 
smoking pot outside the Harbor View Bar.

The 27-year-old Washington state man was given a citation for a 
minor offense – violating a city ordinance on April 17.

Prior to state marijuana legalization, he would have been charged 
with a misdemeanor and would have had to appear in court.

“Defendant observed smoking marijuana outside bar. Stated he 
didn’t know he couldn’t,” Officer Kyle Haskins wrote in his report.

Pot became legal Feb. 24, after Alaska voters ended prohibition in 
a November referendum.

But under the new ordinance, people can’t openly smoke mari-
juana in public places such as school grounds, entertainment and 
food venues, retail stores, building lobbies, parks, shorelines, and 
city-owned property.

Little has changed under the new law, local police say.
“People seem to be following the law pretty well. That’s a good 

thing,” said Jamie Sunderland, director of the Unalaska Department 
of Public Safety.

      
Discounts galore: Hundreds of dollars in savings are available 

through the latest local coupon book, notably the two-for-the-price-
of-one meals in the Chart Room at the Grand Aleutian hotel, includ-
ing the legendary Wednesday evening seafood buffet.

Cathy Jordan, executive director of the Unalaska/Port of Dutch 
Harbor Convention and Visitors Bureau, said the organization is 
fundraising with a coupon book full of discounts at local business-
es, taking over the project initiated by local resident and musician  
Alyssa McDonald.

The coupon books sell for $35 at the bureau office, located in the 
Burma Road Chapel across the street from the high school.

The book also offers discounts at the Airport Restaurant,  
Norvegian Rat Saloon, Safeway, Unalaska Building Supply, Alas-
ka Ship Supply, Carquest Auto Parts, Fox Island Bakery, Red Fish  
Electronics, and Harris Electric.

Other coupons cover haircuts and recreational opportunities. 
And you can get two mermaid T-shirts for the price of one from  
Mac Enterprises.

Jim Paulin is a longtime Unalaska/Dutch Harbor journalist.
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MODUTECH MARINE, INC.
New Construction to 100’

• Commercial • Work • Charter Boats

32’ Bristol Bay Gillnetters now available in Aluminum or Fiberglass

58’ Seiners now available in 
fiberglass, aluminum and steel

253-272-9319
2218 MARINE VIEW DRIVE

TACOMA, WA 98422
www.modutechmarine.com

MID-COAST REPORT by KATIE WILSON

Gillnet fishermen, processors picket over Willapa Bay plans
Willapa management: Commercial gillnet fishermen in Willapa 

Bay protested a draft management plan and interim management 
plan that, they say, will severely impact their ability to fish that area 
if it is approved.

More than 30 fishermen and local seafood processors (includ-
ing representatives from Bornstein Seafood in Astoria) picketed 
on May 16 at the Cranberry Museum in Long Beach, where the  
former chair of the Washington Fish and Wildlife Commission  
was scheduled to give a speech about her years working with the 
state agency.

Washington Fish and Wildlife Commission member Miranda 
Wecker stepped down as chair earlier this year but remains a mem-
ber of the commission. In April, she proposed a motion to further 
reduce the percentage of impacts allowed in salmon fisheries on 
Willapa Bay in an interim management plan for this year. The 
motion was seconded and approved by a vote of the commission.

The Washington Department of Fish and Wildlife has failed 
to meet its conservation and escapement goals for years, she 
explained. After a local conservation group brought a lawsuit 
against the department, WDFW was required to come up with 
a policy that would focus on meeting those goals. The bay had  
operated under a draft plan since 2010. Now, it hopes to pass a 
new, permanent plan and has already approved an interim plan – 
with Wecker’s reduced allowable impacts – for this year.

The interim plan allows only 14 percent impacts to natural origin 
Chinook. In the past, fishermen have been allowed up to nearly 40 
percent. Initial drafts of both the interim plan and the draft man-
agement plan had proposed 20 percent over the next several years, 
slowly scaling back to 14 percent.

The commission was scheduled to take public comment on the 
draft management plan and then vote to implement it for next 
year at a meeting in June. The draft plan outlined five options to  
manage salmon fisheries on Willapa Bay.

But fishermen say that at 14 percent, it won’t be worth their 
while to fish the bay; processors say that without the fish brought 
in by gillnetters, their businesses will suffer as well.

      
Ocean salmon: The commercial salmon troll fishery for all salm-

on except coho opened at the start of May in Oregon and Wash-
ington, with a number of fishermen quickly heading north toward 
waters near La Push, Washington. Though initial landing numbers 
had not yet been released by the Oregon and Washington Depart-
ments of Fish and Wildlife by the end of May, fishermen reported 
decent fishing off Washington and slow fishing out of Warrenton, 
Oregon, near the Columbia River.

The fishery was set to close by the end of June and open again 
for all salmon, including coho, in July.

      
Record sea lions: Sea lions weren’t just taking over Astoria, 

Oregon, this spring. According to a pinniped status report released 
by the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers May 12, record numbers 
of sea lions traveled up to Bonneville Dam tailrace. In fact, both 
the number of sea lions and the fish they’ve eaten along the way 
are more than double the 12-year average, according to the status 
report. The California sea lions and local Steller sea lions have been 
in the area and eating fish at the dam since January, but their num-

bers hit a record peak in April when, on April 
22, observers counted 69 Steller sea lions at the 
dam. This flew by records set in 2010 when 53 
Steller sea lions were observed at the dam in 
a single day.

      
Boat sinks off La Push: The F/V Sea Beast sank early in the 

morning May 3, approximately 14 miles offshore of La Push,  
Washington. Three crew members survived, but the skipper,  
Kenneth Martin, was still aboard when the vessel capsized.

The U.S. Coast Guard helicopter crews and motor lifeboat crews 
searched more than 498 square miles, looking for Martin. They sus-
pended their search after 17 hours.

Martin had sent out a mayday call at 3 a.m. that day. His three 
crewmen were able to get into survival suits and onto a life raft 
before the vessel capsized.

The 52-foot Sea Beast (formerly Sea Otter, owned and fished for 
several decades out of Washington’s Neah Bay by Alan and Lee 
Ann Highwater) sank in 400 feet of water in the Olympic National 
Marine Sanctuary and had possibly 500 gallons of diesel fuel on 
board, though there have been no reports of pollution.

The Coast Guard reported that there were 5- to 10-mile-per-hour 
winds and 4-foot seas at the time of the sinking.

Martin was a member of the Makah Tribe.

Katie Wilson is a reporter for the Chinook Observer in Long Beach,  
Washington.
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by MICHEL DROUINBRITISH COLUMBIA
Report examines the profound impact of catch shares

ITQs questioned: “If this fish is worth $9.00 a pound, how come 
we’re only getting $2.00?” one fisherman wrote on a popular fisher-
men’s Facebook page recently.

In British Columbia, many believe that it’s because of the cost of 
leasing quotas to get out fishing. A recently released study shows 
how that came about.

Ecotrust Canada and the T. Buck Suzuki Environmental Founda-
tion jointly released the report into the role that individual transfer-
able quotas (ITQs) and other catch share systems have played in 
B.C.’s commercial fisheries.

The document “Caught Up in Catch Shares” takes a look at the 
potential economic, social, and cultural effects that can happen 
when Canada’s public resources are privatized.

Some startling statistics are revealed in the report, such as the 
fact that since the 1980s, the fleet has shrunk by 60 percent, and the 
number of fishermen is down by 70 percent.

The study noted that license and vessel ownership has shifted 
from individuals to companies and from rural to urban areas.

“‘Armchair fishermen’ pocket as much as 75 percent of a fish-
erman’s earnings,” the document states, pointing out that license 
consolidation in private hands has caused once vibrant coastal 
communities to go into steep declines.

“Regardless of political alignment, our research has shown that 
catch shares, and specifically B.C.’s ITQ system, have had deleteri-
ous effects across the board,” the document concludes. “The system 
has made fishing more expensive, more complicated, and less safe. 
It has resulted in higher unemployment both in the industry and 
in broader economies, made ex-fishermen wealthier than active 

fishermen, and reduced the number of new 
entrants into this sector. We would argue 
that catch shares have essentially privatized 
a public resource and radically reduced the 
ability of smaller vessels and communities to 
benefit from the industry.”

The report can be seen at data.ecotrust.ca/itq.
      

More Coast Guard closures: About 80 people rallied outside 
the locked-up and fenced-in former Canadian Coast Guard base 
in Vancouver May 6 to protest against the Canadian government’s 
latest cost-cutting measure, the closing of the Vancouver Marine 
Communications and Traffic Services office.

The closure is part of a federal austerity program announced 
in 2012 that included the closing of Vancouver’s Kitsilano Coast 
Guard Station in 2013.

Ten communications centers across the country were on the 
chopping block while the Coast Guard improved the technology 
in the remaining centers to cover the areas previously managed by 
the closed stations.

Following the closure of the Tofino communications center in 
April and the Vancouver center and the station in Comox in 2016, 
all marine traffic will be controlled by the centers in Victoria and 
Prince Rupert.

“My members are the eyes and ears on the water. You can call us 
the 911 operators of Canadian waters,” said Chad Stroud, president 
of Unifor Local 2182, which represents Coast Guard marine com-
munications and traffic services officers. “Whether it be a pollution 
spill, a fishing vessel broken down, or a tug taking on water and 
the crew preparing to abandon their vessel in the darkness of night, 
my members are there listening.

“This drastic reduction of essential services was done to save 
nothing but money. (Prime Minister) Steven Harper will be getting 
rid of 36 of my members in this province and 59 more across the 
country.” 

Stroud contends that it would cost $5 million annually to keep 
10 centers across the country open, while the cost to the Canadian 
taxpayer for the transformation of technology costs $64 million.

“So to save $5 million a year, Steven Harper has spent $64 mil-
lion. Do the math,” Stroud said. “And all this is at a time when the 
Conservative government wants to see more tanker traffic includ-
ing LNG from this province. We should not be reducing centers 
from five to two in this province; we should be increasing monitor-
ing centers all across the country.”

      
First Nations band says no: Members of the Lax Kw’alaams 

Band in northern B.C. have voted overwhelmingly against a $1.15 
billion package offered by Pacific NorthWest LNG to build a liquid 
natural gas pipeline and terminal in their territory.

The 3,600 member band has members in the ancestral  
village of Lax Kw’alaams (Port Simpson), Prince Rupert, and Van-
couver. Members in all three locations voted in early May to reject 
the proposal.

Pacific NorthWest LNG, owned primarily by the Malaysian 
resource company Petronas, has proposed to build the terminal in 
the estuary of the Skeena River on Lelu Island.

The band members are concerned about the environmen-
tal impact of the pipeline and terminal site on critical salmon 

Continued on page 38
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Proud to support the rebuilding of 
America’s Fleet
With fully staffed year-round offices in  
Seattle and Dutch Harbor, Fusion Marine 

Technology can take your vessel from concept to moth ball and offer 
full support for the decades in between. 

From installations to general maintenance or critical repairs in 
remote locations, our team has the flexibility, ability, and experience 
to handle it all.

We offer full electrical and electronics sales, installation, and  
maintenance/repair services. By blending the best electrical funda-
mentals with the latest trends in technology, we are able to provide 
world class support with small business dedication.

www.fusionmarinetech.com

P (206) 216-1048  •  info@fusionmarinetech.com

Lifeline VIEW AED
When a crew member suffers sudden  
cardiac arrest away from port, a Defibtech 
automated external defibrillator (AED) can 
be the difference between life and death. 

The Defibtech Lifeline™ VIEW is the 
only AED using HD video, audio and text 
to demonstrate how to save a victim’s life,  

in real time during a rescue. The AED shows where to place the  
defibrillating pads, how to deliver a lifesaving shock, and how to per-
form CPR. 

It’s the easiest AED to use against sudden cardiac arrest, America’s 
leading killer. The highly visible yellow device is lightweight  
and durable.

Learn more at www.defibtech.com

P (866) DEFIB-4-U  (866-333-4248)

Trawlmaster for Double Rig  
Shrimp Trawls
Notus’s Trawlmaster sensor system has been 
specifically designed for west coast shrimpers. 

A hydrophone is mounted in the hull and sensors are installed in  
each door.  

The wheelhouse display (above left) indicates the spread between 
the doors in a real time 3D graphic. The alignment of the outer doors 
is also indicated. This setup is being used on various shrimp vessels 
such as the FV Swell Rider. 

The main advantage of the system is you fish by spread, NOT by 
speed. Notus will help you calculate your optimal spread and you 
simply adjust vessel speed to keep the gear optimal every tow.

www.notus.ca  •  notus@notus.ca

P (709) 728-6091  •  Canada

TYCAN® Synthetic Link Chain
I ncredibly  l ight  and safe.  Easy  to  use   
synthetic link chain.

T YC AN®  made of  100% D yneema® 
replaces traditional heavy, noisy steel chains in the fishing industry.

 Marco Global has been selling TYCAN® chain in 15 foot lengths 
for use as seine skiff towing bridles, and it has proven successful in 
several fisheries from Mexico to Alaska. TYCAN® has roughly the same 
strength as steel but is 8 times lighter. TYCAN® chains are quiet and 
highly abrasion-resistant.

Unlike other high-tech ropes or slings that are used in fishing, the 
link chain design allows the use of shackles and load binders.

www.marcoglobal.com  •  sales@marcoglobal.com

P (206) 285-3200 Seattle, WA

What’s New “What's New” is a service of Pacific Fishing's Advertising Department.  
Contact Diane Sandvik at (206) 920-5516 for more information.

DEFIBTECH

FUSION MARINE TECHNOLOGY

MARCO GLOBAL

NOTUS

MATE Pumps - Small Footprint, 
High Flow Rate
Designed and built in Italy, MATE pumps 
offer higher flow rates combined with  
smaller footprints than competitors’ pumps.

 MATE’s motors are all rated at a minimum 
2000-hour brush life, and most MATE pumps 

use PTFE or bronze gears which means no impellers to worry about. 
MATE offers variable-speed fresh water pumps, full engine oil 

change systems, wash-down pumps, reversing pumps with integrat-
ed switches for fuel and engine oil transfers, 110V and 220V transfer 
pumps, bilge and saltwater pumps, and more. Available now at LFS 
Marine Supplies stores in Washington and Alaska.

Available online at www.lfsmarineoutdoor.com 

P (800) 426-8860

LFS
Help For Monitoring Trawl Nets
WESMAR’s salmon BioLights are being used 
by Pollock trawlers to guide salmon to the 
excluder escape holes of the trawl nets, to 
determine if fish are escaping and/or to  
determine if the fish in the net are too small 
or of the wrong species. 

These powerful, lightweight, and rugged BioLights slip into a 
stainless steel carrier, the same design WESMAR uses for their catch  
sensors. They attach to the net and are lit with a long life battery.

 
For more information contact: 

Dennis Soderberg: dsoderberg@wesmar.com 

 www.wesmar.com  •  P (425) 481-2296 

WESMAR Salmon BioLights
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Professional Services

Fishing Vessels 
Tug & Barge 
Dredging 
Floating Cranes 
Cargo & Misc. 
New Vessels 
Conversions 
Stability Analysis 

Hockema & Whalen 
Associates

Seattle WA 98107 E-mail: boatstuff@hockema.com 
5450 Leary Avenue NW #252 Tel:  206 365 0919 

N a v a l  A r c h i t e c t s  •  M a r i n e  E n g i n e e r s  

Jackson, Morgan
& Hunt, PLLC

4123 California Ave SW #101

www.jmhseattle.com

Gibbons & Associates, P.S.
MARITIME ATTORNEYS

Proctor in Admiralty
Over 30 years experience

Trials, appeals, mediations, arbitrations
Injury and Wage Claims

Salvage
Collisions

Shipyard Claims
Liens

Contracts
Charter Parties
Joint Ventures

Fisheries
Tug and Barge

Marine Insurance Disputes
Coast Guard Licensed Master

Gibbons & Associates, P.S.
ph 206-381-3340; fax 206-381-3341

cell 206-419-6971
email svg@gibbonslawgroup.com

SE HABLA ESPANOL9309 Glacier Hwy,  Ste. B-200  • Juneau, AK 99801 •   info@ermcpa.com •  www.ermcpa.com

Tax • Accounting • Attest

We Serve
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Buyers of high-quality Alaskan and Canadian 
caught longline halibut and black cod.

We buy in all fishing areas anD  
We offer great prices. 

“Call us today for a quote on your trip!”

MAIN OFFICE:

Phone ...........206-232-5040
Fax ..................206-232-4413
Dana Cell ....206-295-7500
Tyler Cell .....206-354-7717
Dispatch ......4944

BELLINGHAM OFFICE:

Phone ...........360-676-1606
Fax ..................360-671-7855
Tony Cell .....360-739-3656
Dispatch ......5644

Dana f. besecKer co., inc.

LET’S DO LAUNCH.

Slip into our Rainier, Oregon shipyard for new 
vessel construction and major conversions. 

Call Carl Smith at 206.281.4731 or 206.953.5615 
or email at casmith@foss.com.

Marine Transportation Services • Harbor Services 
Engineering and Shipyard Services • Liner Barge Services

www.foss.com/shipyards

click
www com

Home of

Updated weekdays for your reading pleasure

Reserve Your 
Classified 

Advertising  
Space
NOW!

Call 206-324-5644, x221



PARTIAL LIST/CALL IF YOU DON’T SEE IT!

PACIFIC FISHING   

LISTINGS WANTED!!!

IFQ: ALL AREAS
BOATS: ALL KINDS

PERMITS: ALL TYPES  
 

JOIN OUR LIST OF
SATISFIED CUSTOMERS.

CALL TODAY.
 

BUYERS ARE WAITING.

www.permitmaster.com

—IFQ—

NEW LISTINGS DAILY. CALL FOR QUOTES  
OR CHECK OUT OUR COMPLETE LIST  

ON THE WEB — $/F = FISHED

 

CALL FOR A COMPLETE LIST OF VESSELS FOR SALE
INCLUDING MANY BOAT/PERMIT PACKAGES

Toll Free: 888-588-1001

4302 Whistle Lake Rd • Anacortes, WA 98221

  
  

ONLINE @ www.permitmaster.com  Email: vessels@permitmaster.com Fax: 360-293-4180

IFQs •  VESSELS • PERMITS
E X C E P T I O N A L  F U L L  S E R V I C E  B R O K E R A G E

— PERMITS —

THE PERMIT MASTER
HERRING
SITKA SEINE ...................................... $300K
PWS SEINE .......................................... $25K
COOK INLET SEINE ............................... $11K
KODIAK SEINE ...................................... $26K
SE GILLNET .......................................... $12K
KODIAK GILLNET .....................................N/A
NORTON SOUND .................................... $2K
HOONAH POUND .....................................N/A
CRAIG POUND ...................................... $35K 
PWS POUND ...........................................N/A
SALMON                                                                                     
S.E. DRIFT ............................................ $95K
PWS DRIFT ........................................ $235K 
COOK INLET DRIFT ..................................N/A
COOK INLET SET ...........................$60K/PKG
AREA M DRIFT ................................... $160K 
AREA M SET ...................................WANTED
BBAY DRIFT ....................................... $140K
BBAY SET .....................................$60K PKG
SE SEINE ........................................... $280K
PWS SEINE ........................................ $205K 
COOK INLET SEINE ............................... $87K
KODIAK SEINE ...................................... $43K

CHIGNIK SEINE ................................... $230K
AREA M SEINE ........................................N/A
POWER TROLL ..................................... $41K
HAND TROLL ........................................ $12K
PUGET SOUND DRIFT ........................... $25K
PUGET SOUND SEINE ......................... $200K
SHELLFISH
SE DUNGY 300 POT ................................N/A
SE DUNGY 225 POT ........................WANTED 
SE DUNGY 150 POT ............................. $35K 
SE DUNGY 75 POT ..........................WANTED
SE POT SHRIMP ......................................N/A
KODIAK TANNER <60’ .......................... $28K 
DIVE
SE GEODUCK ....................................... $70K
SE CUCUMBER ..................................... $23K 
MISC.
CHATHAM BLACKCOD .......... LEASE WANTED
CAL NEAR SHORE ...........................WANTED
CAL SQUID ......................................WANTED
WA TROLL .......................................WANTED
CAL LOBSTER .................................WANTED
CAL TROLL/42’ .................................... $15K

EXCEPTIONAL “FULL” SERVICE
BROKERAGE SAMPLES

ANY# “C” SE BCOD UNBLKD @ WANTED
ANY# "C" SE BCOD BLKD @ WANTED

2,200# “C” WY BCOD BLKD @ $23
5,000# “C” CG BCOD BLKD @ $22

9,000# "C" WG BCOD UNBLKD @ $17
25,000# “B” WG BCOD UNBLKD @ $15.25

9,000# “B” AI BCOD BLKD @ $3
20,000# “B” AI BCOD UNBLKD @ $4

ANY# “C/D” 2C HAL BLKD @ WANTED
ANY# “C” 3A HAL UNBLKD @ WANTED

ANY# “B/C” 3B HAL UNBLKD @ WANTED
20,000# “B” 4D HAL UNBLKED @ $20

P2121M – 58 DELTA COMBO, LOW HOURS ON CAT 3408T RE-
BUILT IN 2011, 65KW JOHN DEERE W/35/25 HYD, 20KW ISUZU, 
30 TON CUSTOM RSW W/40 TON TITANIUM CHILLER. PACKS 
120K IN 2 HOLDS. COMPLETE ELECTRONICS. WELL UPDATED 
WITH LOTS OF RECENT IMPROVEMENTS. CALL OR EMAIL FOR 
CURRENT SURVEY WITH PHOTOS. $1.325M. AVAILABLE FALL 
2015. RESERVE NOW FOR DELIVERY AFTER SALMON.

P2000M – 58 X 16 TOPHOUSE FROSTAD, 8V71 GMC MAIN, 
TWIN DISC GEAR, 3 STATION HYD STEERING, 3500 GAL 
FUEL, 700 WATER. PACKS 80K IN SLUSH IN 3 INSULATED, 
GLASSED HOLDS. BOOM W/TOPPING AND VANGING. ELEC-
TRONICS INCLUDE FURUNO RADAR, RAYTHEON SOUNDER, 
ECHOTEC PLOTTER, FURUNO GPS, WAGNER MK IV PILOT. 
CURRENTLY SET UP FOR LONGLINE. EASY CONVERSION TO 
JUST ABOUT ANYTHING ELSE. BIG GALLEY. STATEROOMS 
IN CABIN AND TOPHOUSE. JUST ADD YOUR GEAR AND GO. 
REDUCED TO $79K. 

P2050M – 54 X 16.2 COMBO, GMC 8V71 MAIN, TWIN DISC 
GEAR, 30KW ISUZU, JUNES CRAB BLOCK ON ARTICULAT-
ING DAVIT, COILER, BAIT CHOPPER, SPRAY BRINE RSW.  
ACCOMODATIONS FOR 7, WITH 5 BERTHS IN FOCSLE AND 
2 BERTH STATEROOM, HEAD W/SHOWER, ELECTRIC GAL-
LEY. COMNAV PILOT, JRC SOUNDER, 4 GPS, 36 AND 72 MILE  
RADARS, VHF'S, SSB, SAT PHONE. REDUCED TO $229K.

P2164M – 1986 HYDRAULIC FISHING SUPPLY, TOTALLY 
REBUILT IN 2000, GMC 6V92, TWIN DISC 507 GEAR, NAR-
ROW FIXED CURRY REEL W/LEVELWIND, BOWTHRUSTER,  
INSULATED HOLDS PLUMBED FOR RSW, PLENTY OF HYD, 
JUST NEEDS UNIT. COMPLETE ELECTRONICS. BIG BOAT FOR 
THE BIG SEASON. READY TO GO. $250K.

P2161M – 32' SUNNFJORD BUILT IN 83, 3208 CAT MAIN, 
TWIN DISC 506 GEAR, 4 AND 6 CUBE HYD PUMPS, MMC 
CONTROLS, 200 FATH SLIDING REEL W/LEVELWIND. NEW 
WIRING, NEW PANEL IN 2012. ALL L.E.D. LIGHTS, HEAD  
W/SHOWER. FURUNO RADAR, GPS, GARMIN PLOTTER, 
COMNAV PILOT. HARD CHINE, STABLE SEABOAT. ASKING 
ONLY $85K.

P2173M – 57 X 16.2 COMBO BUILT BY SAGSTAD, GMC 
12V71 MAIN, TWIN DISC GEAR, ISUZU AUX, INSERT TANK 
HOLDS 18.5K W/EXTENSION, READY FOR CRAB. COMPLETE 
ELECTRONICS. BOAT ONLY $137.5K. 300 POT OREGON 
PERMIT AVAILABLE. OR CONSIDER TRADE OF BOAT AND 
PERMIT FOR 500 POT WASHINGTON PERMIT.

P2172M – 42 X 12.5 HEAVY DUTY TROLLER BUILT IN 1960, 
JOHN DEERE 6068 MAIN W/4300 HOURS, TWIN DISC GEAR, 
7.5KW AUX, HYD ANCHOR WINCH, HYD CAPSTAN FOR POLES, 
3 SPOOL GURDIES, INSULATED/FIBERGLASSED HOLD. EXTEN-
SIVE ELECTRONICS. ASKING $70K.

P2149M – 58 X 26 STEEL SEINER, 3406 CAT MAIN, 90 KW 
AUX, 2 SMALLER AUX, NEW 30 TON RSW, PACKS 140K+. 
COMPLETE ELECTRONICS. ASKING $850K. AVAILABLE  
FALL 2015.
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The F/V Morgan  
is ready to fish 

your IFQs!
The F/V Morgan is a 32' Delta, available 
to fish all classes of quota in all areas. 
It’s a like-new, fully-equipped, clean, 
and comfortable boat. Professional 
crew with 15+ years experience in 
the fishery. Flexible schedule and 
competitive rates. No #2s, best prices. 
For more information, contact 
Jonathan Pavlik  •  (907) 314-0714 Cell  •  (907) 784-3032 Home

AVAILABLE TO HARVEST YOUR IFQS!

Contact Norman @ 509-675-0304 or alaskanorm@centurylink.net

We deliver quality product!
F/V Sherrie Marie, 61’ Steel long-
liner, available for hired skipper and 
walk-ons. 30+ years experience 
in fishery. Excellent, fully equipped 
boat, seasoned professional crew 
with HIGH QUALITY standards. 
All fish is delivered bled and iced. 
Competitive rates and references.

800-992-4960  907-235-4966
UPDATED LISTINGS ON THE WEB

PO BOX 505, HOMER ALASKA 99603
Alaska Boats & Permits, Inc.

FULL SERVICE MARINE BROKERAGE
FAX: 907-235-4965 E-MAIL: abp@acsalaska.net

IFQs PERMITS VESSELS

www.alaskaboat.com

Fast, comfortable, and as fun as 
possible. Ready to fish 2c 3a  

halibut, southeast cod and west 
yak. Very competitive rates! 15 

years experience and a solid crew.  
Please call Anthoney Sine,  

(907) 738-0936

F/V FORTUNE  
looking to catch 

your IFQs:

TWIN DISC MarINe TraNSMIS-
sions, Caterpillar and Cummins Engines 
& parts. New and rebuilt, biggest selection 
of used ENG & Gear parts in the world 
available. Worldwide shipping. Best pric-
ing. Call Steve at Marine Engine & Gear 
781-837-5424 or email at twindiscgears@
verizon.net

Run as is

Please make changes as indicated

May 09 Fishermen’s News

Currency
Fisheries LLC

Drum Drives & Bait Cutters

Ilia Kuzmin
907-299-1818

kuzmini1818@gmail.com

P.O. Box 3433 • Homer, AK 99603

Drum Drives that replace  
the old KRD Drive
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FisherySpecies Asking Price* Offer*

Prices in JULY vary in accordance with market conditions. *In thousands
+ denotes an increase from last month. N/A denotes No Activity.
– denotes a decrease from last month.

By Mike Painter and the Permit Master

State 
Value*

Alaska Entry Permit Prices
(as of 7-1-15)

Gillnet: Bay permits were still sliding down to around $140k on rumors of  
$.60 - $.80 prices for fish. There are fewer buyers as the start of the season gets 
closer. Permits were still leasing for $23k. SE permits were still available in the mid 
$90s. Not much new activity in PWS once fishing got started. Cook Inlet permits 
settled back down to around $70k. Nothing new in Area M permits with fishing 
set to start.

Seine: SE permits were available around $280k going into June, but interest 
was dying off. PWS permits softened a little with a sale or two around $170k. 
Nothing new with Cook Inlet permits. Kodiak permits were available starting at  
around $40k. 

Troll: Recent sales of SE Power Troll permits were just above $40k. Interest  
was dropping off as the season approached. Hand Troll permits were avail-
able at $12k, but buyers were holding out at $10-11k. Lower 48 permits are still  
in demand. 

BOX   score

 SALMON

 S SE DRIFT 95 94+ 92.7+

 S PWS DRIFT 220 210 222.5-

 S COOK INLET DRIFT 70- 67- 64.2-

 S AREA M DRIFT 138 100 119.5

 S BRISTOL BAY DRIFT 140- 135 156.8-

 S SE SEINE 275+ 250- 267.5+

 S PWS SEINE 175- 170- 190.5-

 S COOK INLET SEINE 55- 50- 86

 S KODIAK SEINE 40 38 40.3-

 S CHIGNIK SEINE 205- 180- 227.5

 S AREA M SEINE 55 50 56.9-

 S YAKUTAT SET 16 12 19.4+

 S COOK INLET SET 16 13 15.5+

 S AREA M SET NET 57+ 55+ 55.6

 S BRISTOL SET NET 38- 35- 36.8-

 S LOWER YUKON 9.5 9 9.9

 S POWER TROLL 41 40 40+

 S HAND TROLL 12 11 11.2+

 HERRING

 H SE GILLNET 12 10 13.4

 H KODIAK GILLNET 5 5 5

 H SITKA SEINE 300 225 243.3-

 H PWS SEINE 25 20 30.9

 H COOK INLET SEINE 11 12 16.8

 H KODIAK SEINE 26 20 30.3

 H SE POUND SOUTH 35 30 35.6

 H SE POUND NORTH 38 25 43.1

 H PWS POUND 6 5 3.5

 SHELLFISH

 S SE DUNGY 75 POT 18 17 15.4+

 S SE DUNGY 150 POT 34 32 32.8+

 S SE DUNGY 225 POT 50 47 44.8+

 S SE DUNGY 300 POT 65 60 49.8+

 S SE POT SHRIMP 22 20 22.8

 S KODIAK TANNER <60 24 22 29.7

 S PUGET SOUND DUNGY 150 140 N/A

 S WASHINGTON DUNGY 1,500-3,500/FT 1,500-3,000/FT N/A

 S OREGON DUNGY 1,500-3,500/FT 1,250-3,000/FT N/A

 S CALIFORNIA DUNGY 200-600/POT 200-600/POT N/A

 SE ALASKA DIVE

 SE AK Dive URCHIN 4 3 2.4

 SE AK Dive CUCUMBER 23- 20- 25.3-

 SE AK Dive GEODUCK 70 65 82.6-

Northwest FCS Customers Jake, Paul and Ben Clampitt

We’re a trusted financial cooperative. As a 

customer-owner, you have a voice and vote 

in how we do business. Plus, when we do 

well we share profits with you in the form of 

patronage. No bank does this. 

 

or call 206.691.2000

Vessels

Quotas

Operating lines of credit

This institution is an equal opportunity provider and employer.
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Halibut & Sablefish IFQ Prices
Recent market activity in halibut and sablefish quota shares

Species
Regulatory

Area
Vessel 

Category*
Poundage 
(thousands)

Status 
(blocked/

unblocked)

Ask
(per pound) 

Low High

Offer
(per pound) 

Low High

NOTE:  Halibut prices reflect net weight, sablefish round weight. Pricing for leased shares  
 is expressed as a percentage of gross proceeds. ** Too few to characterize.

*Vessel Categories:  A = freezer boats   B = over 60’   C = 35’-60’   D = < 35’

By Mike Painter and the Permit Master

The sky’s the limit for Halibut quota share prices. A block of 2C would go for north 
of $50, if you could find one. 3A unblocked has hit $50. Blocks of 3A are in the 
high $40s. 3B is now $30 or better, headed toward $40. 4A would be at least $20, 
if there was any. 

Sablefish prices are creeping up as the desirable pieces get bought up. Most of 
the SE is gone. There is a little WY available and CG is starting to move and disap-
pear. WG is starting to move as well, but prices are still a little soft there. There is 
quite a bit of AI/BS available, but not much interest.

 H 2C D 1-10 B 44.00-48.00 44.00-48.00

 H 2C C/B 1-3 B 46.00-48.00 46.00-48.00

 H 2C C/B 4-10 B 48.00-50.00 48.00-50.00

 H 2C C/B ANY U 52.00 52.00

 H 2C A  B/U 54.00 52.00

 H 3A D  B/U 40.00-47.00 37.00-42.00

 H 3A C/B 1-5 B 44.00-46.00 44.00-46.00

 H 3A C/B 5-10 B 46.00-48.00 46.00-48.00

 H 3A C/B >10 U 50.00 49.00-50.00

 H 3A A  B/U 50.00 50.00

 H 3B D  B 26.00-32.00 24.00-30.00

 H 3B C/B 1-10 B 30.00-38.00 30.00-34.00

 H 3B C/B >10 U 40.00 34.00-36.00

 H 3B A  B/U N/A 36.00

 H 4A D  B/U 15.00-20.00 15.00-18.00

 H 4A C/B 1-10 B 20.00 18.00-20.00

 H 4A C/B >10 B 20.00 20.00

 H 4A C/B >10 U 22.00-24.00 21.00-22.00

 H 4B/C/D C/B 1-10 B 12.00-16.00 10.00-14.00

 H 4B/C/D C/B >10 B/U 16.00-20.00 12.00-16.00

 S SE C/B 1-10 B 22.00-25.00 21.00-24.00

 S SE C/B >10 U 27.00-30.00 25.00-26.00

 S SE A  B/U 32.00 30.00

 S WY C/B 1-10 B 23.00-28.00 18.00-22.00

 S WY C/B >10 U 28.00-30.00 25.00-27.00

 S WY A  B/U 30.00 30.00

 S CG C/B 1-10 B 20.00-25.00 18.00-20.00

 S CG C/B >10 U 24.00-26.00 22.00-23.00

 S CG A  B/U 30.00 25.00

 S WG C/B 1-10 B 11.00-14.00 10.00-12.00

 S WG C/B >10 B 13.00-14.00 10.00-12.00

 S WG C/B/A >10 U 14.00-16.00 12.00-13.50

 S AI C/B/A  B/U 1.50-5.00 1.00-4.00

 S BS C/B  B/U 1.50-5.00 1.00-4.00

 S BS A  B/U 6.00-7.00 5.00

Fishing Gear Specialists (Net Menders)
SuperviSory Band 3:  $62,486 - $103,300 per annum  

(Depending On Experience)

non-SuperviSory Band 3:  $62,486 - $97,370 per annum  
(Depending On Experience)

non-SuperviSory Band 2:  $42,222 - $73,933 per annum  
(Depending On Experience)

advance announcement – The National Marine Fisheries Service Alaska Fisheries Sci-
ence Center located in Seattle, Washington is preparing to announce recruitment  
actions for three (3) Equipment Specialists (Marine):  one supervisory ZA-1670-03, 
one non-supervisory ZA-1670-03 and one ZA-1670-02. The supervisory position leads 
the Research Fishing Gear Program, while the other positions are members of that pro-
gram. The Program is responsible for the design, fabrication, and maintenance of fishing,  
scientific sampling, conservation and fish sampling systems. Members of the Pro-
gram are responsible for the fabrication and maintenance of trawls and other types of  
fishing gear; inspections and measurements on fishing systems and sampling gear to 
ensure compliance with established standards; conducting physical inventories of materi-
als and gear; and participating in resource survey efforts (up to 30 days per year at sea 
on government-owned or chartered vessels). Past experience as a commercial fisherman 
working on bottom and mid-water trawls or experience working in a net loft is desirable 
for all positions. Additional duties for the supervisor include providing gear construction 
training to program staff and other end users, advising on research gear design and  
performance to science staff and interpreting and appropriately responding to written, ver-
bal, and other communications with internal and external customers. Other features of all 
positions include the need for manual dexterity in each hand, the ability to work standing 
for 8 hours per day, and the ability to lift up to 60 lbs and work in an unheated warehouse.

For further details contact Jeff napp at 206-526-4148 or david King at 206-526-6334. 
The job announcement, all application procedures, and other important information will be 
posted at the USAJOBS website at: www.usajobs.gov.

NOAA is an Equal Employment Opportunity Employer
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FOR SALE
Lightboat for sale with permit boat is also a 
solid fiberglass Coast Guard certified charter 
boat priced to sell quickly $675,000 dollars call 
Don (949) 279-9369.

FOR SALE
Commercial squid light boat with permit. Priced 
below market value. $429,000. Call Donny  
(949) 279-9369.

WANTED
California near-shore permit needed. Right away! 
Buyer has cash. Please call Don. (949) 279-9369.

FOR SALE
Have multiple squid light permits priced to sell 
quickly. $199,000 dollars or make offer. Call 
Donny (949) 279-9369.

FOR SALE
54 ton California market squid purse permit. 
Never been upgraded. Priced to sell quickly. $1.3 
million. Call Don (949) 279-9369.

FOR SALE - ALASKA LEGACY
1990 - 50 Little Hoquiam seiner, currently located 
in Cordova, Ak. Twin Lugger 460 engines, approx 
11k hrs. 35kw Isuzu gen. 60k cap. in main hold/
Sunday hold. Complete list of amenities and copy 
of survey at www.alaskalegacy.org. $750,000 
obo. (907) 748-5578 or (907) 748-5579.

F/V WESTERN FREEDOM
We want to harvest your sablefish IFQ. Family 
owned, experienced captain and crew. MARCO 
AutoBaiter, lots of media, sauna, good food. 
Guaranteed quality harvest experience. Contact 
Garrett Elwood. Cell: (425) 345-8301. Home: 
(425) 259-2731.

FOR SALE - F/V PACIFIC SON
1993 37' fiberglass Troller. 6 cylinder John Deere 
engine with Twin Disc reduction gear. Two radars, 
4 gps plotters, two depth sounders and Comnav 
auto pilot. Hydraulic anchor puller and 4 spool 
simplex gurdiies. Current safety equipment. 
$140,000 including OR troll permit. Mike Becker 
(541) 574-6985, or Mark Newell (541) 270-4715. 

FOR SALE
47’ steel power troller/sailing vessel Anna. 130hp 
Isuzu diesel. In 2005: rewired, new SS rigging, new 
hydraulic system, new aluminum house, new sails, 
hold glassed and insulated. Drop-in slush tank.  
Surveyed November 2013 at $135,000. Turn key 
cherry troller. Sitka. $125,000. Contact: Bill Lewis  
(907) 738-1054. williamcampbelllewis@gmail.com

PERMIT FOR LEASE
Puget Sound Seine permit. Call for pricing. Also, 
fall gill net, 6-1/8" x 220 deep x 400 fathoms: 
$3200. (360) 224-6411.

FOR SALE
Pair of 322 Hamiltons, three years old, used 
in Bristol Bay, available after this fishing 
season in Seattle, Jets will be inspected and 
repaired as needed by Hamilton Marine in 
Woodinville, four impellers rated at 32KW, 
asking 65 thousand, email robert_tierna@
hotmail.com or call 907-439-2868 from 
June through July.

FOR SALE
California Market Squid Boat. Boat holds 75 
ton of RSW squid. Priced to sell quickly. Comes 
with market and captain. Great producer every 
year. Price is 3.1 million including net and  
skiff. Recent survey and recently painted. New 
machinery and hydraulics in last few years. 
Call Don (949) 279-9369.

GEAR AND ENGINE FOR SALE
Marine gear is ZF 325a-1 with 272 hrs. 2.4 to 
1 reduction, still warranted. $11,000 (CAD).  
Engine 6v92 Turbo good running condition 
$3000 (CAD). Call John (604) 740-7863.

FOR SALE
Mel Martin combo. Gillnetter-crabber, twin Volvo 
AD41’s, duo-props, all bells and whistles, fast. 
$85,000 without spare engine. (360) 391-2832 
or (360) 856-2930.

WWOOFISH.COM
TONS OF FISHING JOB SEEKER ADS

Ads are FREE for captains and crewmen

Choose HOMER for your boat work

www.homermarinetrades.com

GENERAL MANAGER WANTED
Southern SE Regional Aquaculture Association (SSRAA) is soliciting interest 

for the General Manager position which will be open in January 2016. SSRAA is 
a nonprofit regional aquaculture association operating the equivalent of 6 salmon 
hatcheries in southern SE Alaska.

The General Manager works at the will of the SSRAA Board of Directors and 
directly supervises a Production Manager, Operational Manager, and Research/
Evaluation Manager. 

The primary responsibility of the SSRAA General Manager is the general wellbe-
ing of the organization, including: developing an annual budget proposal; coordi-
nation of all programs and activities with the state and federal agencies including: 
oversight of SSRAA’s cost recovery harvest activities and the real time manage-
ment of cost recovery and common property fisheries in the Neets Bay SHA; and, 
all contracts with other parties and any legal matter involving the organization.

Applicants must have: familiarity with Alaska salmon fisheries, salmon  
management, and salmon enhancement; successful experience in administration 
and supervision; direct experience in salmon enhancement in Alaska or the Pacific 
Northwest; a Bachelor’s degree in a field related to fisheries or business adminis-
tration (advanced degree is helpful); and, a successful work history (working with 
a strong Board of Directors is helpful).

The primary work station is in Ketchikan. Frequent travel is required in Alaska 
with occasional trips through the Pacific Northwest. Some fieldwork is helpful, but 
not required. 

Pay is similar to that of similar positions and as such is negotiable and  
dependent on experience.

Please respond by 15 August. Address inquiries to John Burke, SSRAA, 14 
Borch Street, Ketchikan, AK 99901; johnb@ssraa.org, or call (907) 225 9605.

FOR SALE
Have two California light-market Brail Boat 
licenses for sale. Call Don. (949) 279-9369. 
Prices reduced to $250,000 U.S. dollars.

FOR LEASE
Alaska Power Troll permit for lease. Call David 
(425) 737-5577.

SKIPPER WANTED
Freezer Tuna boat looking for a skipper for the 
2015 tuna fishery. (604) 845-5136. SUBSCRIBE TODAY!

Go to www.pacificfishing.com 
and click on the “subscribe” tab.

Or call 206.324.5644,  ext.221
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The sac roe herring fishery near the Bristol Bay village of Togiak is 
Alaska’s largest. This year’s fishery, which ran from April 27 to May 
11, yielded another big harvest of 21,594 tons.

In terms of value and participation, however, it was a weak season.
With an estimated grounds price of $50 per ton, the fishery  

value tallied only $1.08 million, the Alaska Department of Fish and  
Game said.

Sixteen purse seine vessels and half a dozen gillnet boats took part. 
“Six gillnet vessels represents the lowest participation in the fishery 
since its inception in 1967,” the department said.

Four processing companies showed up to buy herring: Icicle, 
North Pacific, Silver Bay, and Trident.

In the mid-1990s, Togiak harvest value peaked at $17 million, 
and the fishery drew far more vessels and processors than it does 
nowadays. The herring are valued primarily for their roe, but the key  
Japanese market simply isn’t what it once was.

Regardless, herring fishing at Togiak is a unique adventure. This 
season, Kai Raymond was skiff man on the seiner Skagerrak, and he 
took these photos of the action.

– Wesley Loy
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Togiak herring, 2015
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British Columbia continued from page 28

habitat, including 60 percent of eel grass beds in the Skeena  
River estuary.

“If the pipelines are constructed, the vast majority of the  
pipelines in Lax Kw’alaams’ territory will be underwater, with 
long-term disturbance along 120 km of the seabed adjacent to 
the pipelines,” says a statement on the Lax Kw’alaams Band  
website. “The pipelines could have negative impacts on fish 
and fish habitat, increased marine traffic could alter access to 
traditional fishing grounds, crab movement and health may 
be impacted by the pipelines, and there is potential for the  
contamination of seafood from dredging at Lelu Island where 
the pipelines arrive at the PNW LNG facility.

“If the project is constructed, Lelu Island will be effectively  
off-bounds to Lax Kw’alaams’ members, as the island will be 
largely cleared. As a result, Lax Kw’alaams would no longer be 
able to harvest traditional plants and medicines on Lelu Island.”

On May 20, the B.C. provincial government announced an 
agreement in principle with Pacific NorthWest LNG for the  
liquefied natural gas development.  

Michel Drouin has been covering the British Columbia fishing  
industry since 1990.

• Some vessels have high hydraulic power cost. One 50-footer 
was found to be paying almost $2,000 per season in fuel to run 
hydraulics.

• Many boats have PTO- or belt-driven pumps that work  
continuously when the engine is running, even if no machinery 
is engaged. The data indicate that one troller is spending $1,200 a 
year in fuel energy just while trolling with the hydraulic pump on 
standby and gurdies disengaged.

• Most vessels in the study do not have hold refrigeration. 
Those that do are spending as much as $15,000 a year in fuel to 
run their systems.

• Most vessels with refrigeration have older technology, includ-
ing compressors, pumps, and controllers that do not maximize 
efficiency.

• Some vessels could save thousands of dollars a year with 
no decrease in fish quality simply by lowering compressor  
head pressure.

Steps you can take
These and other conclusions led to a list of possible energy  

conservation measures, which are outlined in the project report. 
All measures are based on currently available, proven technol-
ogy and would be cost-effective under at least some normal  
circumstances. Vessel owners need to do return-on-investment 
calculations for their vessels. Here are a few examples:

• Install a small auxiliary engine for powering the boat during 
low-speed operations such as trolling or running gear.

• Use a true sine wave inverter, rather than the more common 
and less expensive modified sine wave type, in place of a diesel 
generator for light loads.

• When replacing pumps and motors, select NEMA Premium 
or IEC3-rated models.

• Install variable frequency drive controllers on variable-
demand electrical equipment.

• Switch to synchronous or V-rib drive belts on alternators and 
go to premium efficiency alternators.

• De-clutch hydraulic pumps when not in use.
• Reduce compressor head pressure.
These and other ECMs are explained in more detail in the proj-

ect report, which will be available in print and at MAP’s fishing 
vessel energy audit website at tinyurl.com/njaj7tj. Upgrades 
to the Energy Analysis Tool to make it more accurate and  
user-friendly are currently underway. Anyone interested in  
beta-testing the program and using it to analyze their own ves-
sel’s energy use can get a copy from ALFA at ALFAStaff@gmail.
com or from the Alaska Fisheries Development Foundation at 
afdf.org.  
Terry Johnson, a specialist with the Alaska Sea Grant Marine Advisory 
Program, fished commercially for 17 seasons.

No free power continued from page 12

rates for the public use of the terminal, and the gross income per 
full load could be as much as $100,000,” he wrote in a message 
for the 2014-15 budget year. “If the port averages a shipment 
per month, the total gross income would be $1.2MM (million).  
Clearly the port’s financial condition will be greatly improved 
once the logging operation gets up and running.”

Still, critics say the facility could complicate traffic through an 

Port of Newport continued from page 19

already narrow area as log trucks trundle down the steep, tight-
cornered and busy Southeast Moore Drive, one of the main roads 
leading down from Newport proper to Southeast Bay Boulevard 
and the waterfront. In the summer, when tourist traffic is at its 
peak, it can be difficult for fishermen to get to their boats and for 
employees at the processing plants to find parking.

A preliminary timeline anticipates that work on the export 
facility could begin this year. The port is pursuing state and  
federal grants to fund the project.

Fishermen, tourists, and the port
Early in the morning in mid-May, a crew works to get its vessel 

ready for the ocean. At a seafood processor nearby, a man whirs 
by on a forklift, unloading a boat that has just arrived. A young 
boy watches these activities and then is distracted by a sea lion 
rolling in the water right by the dock.

A kayaker swings through at that moment, an older man in 
a shredded black tank top, his arms and back tanned a leather-
brown from years of sun. As he nears the sea lion, he raises his 
paddle in the air and bellows at the frolicking pinniped. The sea 
lion dives and disappears.

Farther north, on the Columbia River, thousands of sea lions 
have laid claim to an entire stretch of commercial docks, hitting 
record numbers this spring. Down in Newport, Bryant said he 
has also seen far more of the animals than usual. Their presence is 
a constant threat to the aging commercial docks as well as to the 
safety of the people using those docks.

But to visitors, both sea lions and fishermen are part of the 
attraction of the seaside city, Greenwood said. And fishermen 
agree. One salmon fisherman who works only occasionally out 
of Newport said he doesn’t mind it when tourists come down 
to look at his boat or ask questions. Of course it is intriguing, he 
said, adding that it helps them understand what he does for a  
living and where the fish they eat for dinner comes from.

In Newport, it would be difficult not to know.  



1981-2012
Bering Sea/Aleutian Islands (BSAI) 

Groundfish Catch Limits 
Marine conservation isn’t new to Alaska Seafood. 
In fact, a precautionary approach to setting harvest
levels has been in place for decades. Look at the

BSAI Catch Limits chart and see how the numbers tell the story. Each year
scientists conduct surveys of the available biomass and use this data 
to calculate conservative catch limits – Acceptable Biological Catch (ABC).
Then, fisheries managers go a step further and set harvest quotas –
Total Allowable Catch (TAC) – that never exceeds the sustainable ABC. 
And, with the FAO-Based Responsible Fisheries Management (RFM) 
Certification, you have even more assurance that conserving our oceans 
is anything but trendy to us. Learn more at www.alaskaseafood.org

Alaska didn’t jump on the 
SUSTAINABILITY trend.  

WE STARTED IT.
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We know how hard you work—you eat, live and breathe the catch—  
long hours, rough conditions. Tackling a good run is all that matters  
to the bottom line. That’s why MSI has designed the MSI-4300  
Port-A-Weigh Plus and MSI-9300 Port-A-Weigh Plus CellScale™ RF  
crane scales to perform for you. Weather-resistant design features like marine- 
grade alloy constructiona and generous battery life endure season after season.   
 
One Port-A-Weigh crane scale can weigh your entire catch during transfer to a  
tender vessel. Aboard the vessel, Port-A-Weigh crane scales can remain in the sorting  
hoppers throughout the transfer to station. As the most robust scales in the industry, 
these scales easily resist wear and tear during transport and rough conditions.  
 
Beyond durability, the intelligent capability of the Port-A-Weigh Family teamed with  
our data collection software precisely records each species’ weighment. The software  
also logs Scale ID, Fishing Vessel and Location, allowing the tender vessel to perform 
transactions quickly, maximizing profits, so you can get back out to sea faster. The  
software will also allow the operator to log transactions and generate end-of-day reports.

Experience the MSI Port-A-Weigh advantage: season after season durability.  
Visit www.msiscales.com/fishing to request more product and custom  
software information and to schedule a product demonstration in your area.

800-472-6703
www.ricelake.com


