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As we’ve noted previously in this magazine, the state of Alaska is facing a 
revenue crunch, and this can impact commercial fisheries.

The fear is that as spending tightens, money for fishery management de- 
creases, access to fisheries tightens as a precaution, and the cost of management 
increasingly shifts to industry.

We’ve already seen these impacts begin to take hold in some areas.
It’s right and proper that industry pays for at least some of the cost of 

management. But it’s also important to remember that conservation and 
management of Alaska’s abundant fish stocks is in the best interest of the state 
and the nation.

So, how should the industry approach Alaska’s fiscal crisis?
It could simply sit back, complain, and swallow whatever comes – whether 

closed fisheries, a higher cost burden, or maybe new or higher taxes on  
the industry.

Another approach is active engagement with the state to deal with the new 
fiscal reality.

We’re seeing this approach at Bristol Bay, scene of the state’s most valuable 
salmon fishery.

As this issue was heading to press, and as Bristol Bay gillnetters were gearing 
up for another big sockeye season, a remarkable initiative appeared in place to 
preserve the bay’s vital management system.

The initiative, called the Bristol Bay Fisheries Collaborative, brings 
together all of the bay’s key shareholders – state fishery managers, com-
mercial gillnetters, fish processors, Native organizations, shipping compa-
nies – to share in fully funding the bay’s historic “core program” of intensive  
salmon management.

Two individuals with deep involvement in Bristol Bay science and 
management, Michael Link and Jeff Regnart, were instrumental in pulling the 
collaborative together.

The goal was to raise about $680,000 – the difference between the 
Alaska Department of Fish and Game’s budget for the bay and the core  
management program.

The hope, Link told us, is to stabilize management funding for Bristol Bay. 
At press time, the expectation was that the department’s budget for the bay 
would hold steady, and that stakeholder contributions wouldn’t give the state 
an excuse to make further budget cuts.

Fully funding the bay’s core management program – which includes test 
fisheries, catch sampling, counting towers, and the like – eliminates such 
unpopular measures as state cost recovery fisheries, which effectively take 
away sockeye from commercial gillnetters.

The beauty of the collaborative approach is that it spreads the burden among 
many stakeholders, easing the pain for all concerned, Link said.

More than 25 businesses and other organizations have committed to 
supporting the Bristol Bay Fisheries Collaborative.

The collaborative is a laudable effort and a model for the entire industry 
during tough budget times. Things could get worse before they get better in 
Alaska. But the Bristol Bay region is stronger for having organized.

Want to know more? Check out bbsri.org/bbfc.  
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Togiak herring update: Purse seiners  
have taken 2,280 tons of herring thus far.  
– adfg.alaska.gov

Togiak herring update: The seine harvest has 
surged to 7,980 tons, the Alaska Department of 
Fish and Game reports. – adfg.alaska.gov

Sea Grant survival: The White House 
proposed cutting Sea Grant funding, but  
a congressional spending bill preserves it  
for now. – alaskapublic.org

Copper River time: The famed Copper River 
salmon fishery is set to open May 18, but a low 
Chinook forecast will hamper the season.  
– adfg.alaska.gov

Herring hero: Icicle fleet manager Warner Lew 
champions an unsung fish. – kuow.org

Partial closure at Togiak: Herring purse  
seiners are done for the season, while the gill-
net fishery remains open. – adfg.alaska.gov

Seattle sentencing: Fishing company  
partner Terrance Cosgrove is ordered to  
prison for five years. – seattletimes.com

Emergency petition: The Alaska Board of  
Fisheries will consider a request to limit the har-
vest of king salmon in the Prince William Sound 
commercial salmon fishery. – adfg.alaska.gov

Pebble warning: Washington Sen. Maria 
Cantwell is warning the Trump administration 
against “tossing aside” environmental safeguards 
as part of a legal settlement allowing the Alaska 
mine project to proceed. – cantwell.senate.gov

Pebble settlement: An EPA legal settlement 
gives new life to the proposed gold and copper 
mine upcountry from salmon-rich Bristol Bay.  
– adn.com

Alaska’s fiscal predicament: Lawmakers in 
Juneau have voted down a state income tax.  
– alaskapublic.org

Kings come up short: Southeast Alaska troll-
ers fail to catch their limit of Chinook salmon 
for the winter season. – kfsk.org

Commodity clearance: The U.S. Department 
of Agriculture is planning to buy another lot of 
canned pink salmon. – ams.usda.gov

Copper River mania: Anticipation is  
running high for Alaska’s first gillnet-caught 
salmon of 2017. – kiro7.com

‘Where have all the salmon gone?’  
A California committee has set a May 24  
hearing on the crisis facing the state’s fisheries. 
– fisheries.legislature.ca.gov

Copper River start: The first opener of the 
season yields a surprisingly large catch of  
Chinook salmon. – adfg.alaska.gov

The international salmon situation:  
Pacific salmon abundance remains near all-
time high levels, the North Pacific Anadromous 
Fish Commission reports. – scribd.com

Survey season: The National Marine Fisheries 
Service explains this year’s Bering Sea and Gulf 
of Alaska trawl surveys. – afsc.noaa.gov

Troll shutdown: The state is closing  
Southeast Alaska spring troll fisheries due  
to weak salmon returns. – adfg.alaska.gov

Bristol Bay boat burglaries: This winter 
brought another round of break-ins at a Dill-
ingham storage yard, police say. – kdlg.org

Alaska salmon markets: Updates for each of 
the five salmon species have been posted to 
the Alaska Seafood Marketing Institute web-
site. – alaskaseafood.org

Alaska budget gridlock: Potential for a 
government shutdown has the state’s fishing 
industry concerned. – adn.com
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COMMENTARY

Pebble mine should be stopped in its tracks
Editor’s note: This column originally appeared May 24 on  

the Juneau Empire website. It is republished here with the  
author’s permission.

Alaska Seafood is a brand. The people of Alaska own the brand 
and the state government protects the brand through strict 

regulation and oversight. Millions of state, federal, and private 
dollars have been invested in the Alaska Seafood brand and 
thousands of jobs depend on it. When a brand is tarnished, it can 
take years to recover. Sometimes, the brand is ruined forever.

That is why I believe the Pebble mine is a project that should 
be stopped in its tracks now. The threat to Alaska’s economy 
and the investments made to protect our Alaska Seafood brand 
far outweigh whatever dubious benefits are offered by Northern 
Dynasty, another foreign corporation in a long list of Outside-
owned oil and mineral extractors with no stake in protecting the 
Alaska brand.

I worked at the Alaska Seafood Marketing Institute from October 
1989 to March 2002. For the last five years, I was the executive 
director. When I started at ASMI, the staff was 100 percent engaged 
in a battle to save the Alaska Seafood brand from the March 
24, 1989, Exxon Valdez oil spill. The office was like a war room. 
Bulletins went out every day to the press and the food industry to 
keep the facts in front of them. ASMI educated. ASMI convinced. 
ASMI saved the Alaska Seafood brand.

Tim Sohn wrote an article titled “Alaska’s Pebble Mine and the 

Legend of Trump’s Gold” in the March 2 edition of The New Yorker 
magazine with this warning: “On Valentine’s Day, Kerrisdale Capi-
tal Management, a New York-based hedge fund with a specialty 
in shorting companies it views as overvalued, released a bearish 
report. ‘We believe Northern Dynasty is worthless,’ it read. ‘Though 
the legal and regulatory problems that will continue to plague the 
Pebble project even under a Trump presidency are enormous, the 
project’s Achilles’ heel is more fundamental: economics.’”

It bears repeating that the hedge fund said it was worthless.
With Pebble mine investors, the bottom line is the bottom line. 

That’s why it should be our decision as Alaskans when it comes to 
protecting our resources and our brand. We’ve invested too much 
in it to lose it to Northern Dynasty Minerals, a Canadian company 
that will leave Alaska when their job is done or half-done. Haven’t 
we learned our lesson from Exxon and BP when it comes to safe-
guards, accidents, and accountability?

As the report Mr. Sohn cited so aptly described it, “North-
ern Dynasty has skillfully exploited the Trump narrative to reig-
nite enthusiasm for a company that the market had left for dead. 
But ‘telling a good story’ is all Northern Dynasty has ever been  
good at.”

The state constitution stipulates that Alaska’s resources will be 
developed for the maximum benefit to Alaskans. Period.  

Barbara Belknap is the former executive director of the Alaska Seafood 
Marketing Institute. She lives in Juneau.

by BARBARA BELKNAP

A halibut captain’s epic struggle with thieving orcas
Editor’s note: This is a letter submitted to the North Pacific Fishery 

Management Council for its June meeting in Juneau.

My name is Robert Hanson. I am currently the captain of the 
F/V Oracle but in the past have been involved with the F/V 

Stanley K, F/V Shemya, F/V Risky Business, and F/V Lisa Marie. I 
harvest over 90 percent of my fish from the Bering Sea, specifically 
Area 4D/C.

We have had a systemic orca problem since the late ’90s that 
has gotten steadily worse, culminating this year with literally the 
worst trip of my career. Me and other longline fishers have noticed 
a persistent increase in the amount of juvenile and baby orcas 
along with greater numbers of pods especially the last three to  
four springs.

I feel partially this is a result of the freezer longliner fleet being 
present more of the year, giving the whales a consistent food source 
as well as the whales learning our habits and adapting to our 
efforts to avoid them. For instance, recently they have started to eat 
fish off my sets at greater depths and even ate fish off my line when 
I was not near our gear. I could determine this from half-eaten fish 
with dirt in the wound.

This last April trip was the worst I have seen. In the past, I 
have been able to lose pods and get some gear hauled before being 
discovered by another group of whales. This year there were so 
many pods spread out along the continental shelf that we were 
harassed nonstop. During this trip I estimate we lost a minimum 
of 12,000 pounds of sellable halibut, not to mention wasted fuel – 
4,000 gallons – and bait. All this for a 4,500-pound halibut landing.

The first day of fishing, I set two strings out and ran back to the 
first set within two hours to pull it up. By the time I had the anchor 

at the rail, we had 14 killer whales around us. So, I dropped the set 
and waited 14 hours hoping to lose them. That did not work and 
the whales ate all the fish that the fleas did not eat.

I then traveled 180 miles to the 4D edge to a spot isolated from 
major canyon areas. As I was setting, nine killer whales showed 
themselves one skate into the set. So I stopped immediately and 
we hauled the one skate after a 10-minute soak. I had 13 fish on the 
skate that we had set out.

I knew there were more whales on another boat up in Zhemchug 
Canyon, so we went farther west to Prevenets Canyon. I got one 
day of fishing in with not a lot of fish before another huge pod 
of 50-plus killer whales showed up and harassed me for two 
days before I gave up. That pod tracked me 30 miles north of the 
edge and 35 miles west. I drifted for 18 hours up there with no 
machinery running and they just sat with me.

We then headed back to the southeast for 48 hours and I 
attempted to fish but didn’t even put a hook in the water because 
12 to 20 killer whales were following me when I slowed down.

We then went to St. George Island and fished for three days. On 
the last day we had seven whales again. They robbed my line when 
it was on the bottom at about 42 fathoms.

We tried the St. George Canyon on the way south but did not get 
any fish because there were 20 whales.

Some of the pods we saw were the same ones, but I am certain I 
encountered at least four different pods of orcas.

We did not have an observer this trip, but past years even car-
rying an observer I have been informed they do not account for our 
interaction with orcas. Me and other halibut captains are concerned 

Continued on Page 30
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NEWS NET

Alaska’s Chris Oliver installed as head of NMFS

A construction error was causing migraines for Anacortes, Wash., shipyard Dakota Creek Industries and customer Fishermen’s Finest, of 
Kirkland, Wash. Dakota Creek is building America’s Finest, the 262-foot Norwegian-designed factory trawler shown here. Although nearly 
complete, the vessel could be barred from fishing in Alaska as intended due to the shipyard using too much foreign-worked steel in the 
boat, violating the Jones Act. Congressman Rick Larsen, D-Wash., was seeking an exemption for America’s Finest. Jeff Pond photo

U.S. Commerce Secretary Wilbur Ross, 
with concurrence from the White House, 
named Chris Oliver assistant administrator 
for NOAA Fisheries (better known as the 
National Marine Fisheries Service).

The Texas native assumed his new posi-
tion on June 19, taking the helm from 
Acting Assistant Administrator Samuel 
Rauch, who will return to his position as 
the deputy assistant administrator for regulatory programs.

As the agency’s chief, Oliver will oversee recreational and com-
mercial fisheries, including some aspects of marine aquaculture, 
within the U.S. exclusive economic zone. He also will oversee pro-
tection of marine mammals.

Oliver will manage an agency with 3,200 people in five regional 
offices, six science centers, and 24 labs and fish stations in 15 states 
and U.S. territories.

Oliver most recently served as executive director of the Anchor-
age, Alaska-based North Pacific Fishery Management Council, a 
position he held for 16 years.

During his tenure as the council’s executive director, he led 
the way on several cutting edge management initiatives. These 
included development of limited access privilege programs and 
fishery cooperative and catch share programs; the North Pacific’s 
comprehensive onboard observer program; numerous bycatch 
reduction programs; extensive habitat protection measures; 
commercial and recreational allocation programs; and coastal 
community development programs. He was responsible for all 
administrative and operational aspects of the council process, and 
was lead staffer for legislative and international issues.

Transparency pledge: “I understand how important stake-
holder involvement, transparency, and best available science are to 

making the right policy decisions and I plan to ensure those tenets 
of the Magnuson-Stevens Act are applied across the board while I 
am leading the agency,” Oliver said. “I intend to rely heavily upon 
the regional expertise of the eight fishery management councils and 
the associated NOAA Fisheries regions and science centers, and to 
ensure they have the resources necessary to effectively tackle region- 
specific issues.”

Through his long-time participation in the Council Coordination 
Committee and various international regional fishery management 
organizations, Oliver gained extensive knowledge of the national 
and international fisheries issues facing the agency.

Texas roots: Originally from Rockport, Texas, Oliver was also 
a research associate at Texas A&M University from 1987-1990, 
working with federal and state agencies on management issues 
associated with Gulf of Mexico shrimp fisheries, giving him 
both personal and professional experience with fisheries in the  
Gulf of Mexico.

He holds a bachelor’s degree in business management and a 
master’s in fisheries science, both from Texas A&M.

Oliver enjoys many outdoor activities and is an avid hunter and 
fisherman. He and his wife of 34 years, Maggie, have two sons, 
Christopher and Nicholas.

“I look forward to leading NOAA Fisheries and working with 
our partners to rebuild U.S. fisheries and conserve and recover pro-
tected resources where necessary, promote domestic marine aqua-
culture production where appropriate, maintain our reputation for 
world-renowned science and analysis, and do so while maximizing 
fishing opportunities for the benefit of recreational and commercial 
fishermen, processors, and the coastal communities which depend 
on them for generations to come,” Oliver said.  

– NOAA Fisheries
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ENGINES

No commercial fisherman can afford engine trouble. A loss 
of power can cost you valuable fishing time or force you to 
call for a costly tow. It can even wreck your boat.

Many problems with diesel engines require the services of a 
skilled mechanic. But it helps to know a few tricks for possibly 
resolving the problem yourself and for warding off future issues.

Walt Trisdale, a diesel mechanic since 1977, agreed to field a 
few questions from Pacific Fishing on engine troubleshooting  
and maintenance.

Trisdale has worked in coal mines, oil fields, and remote Alaska 

fish plants. He was chief engineer aboard a longliner out of  
Dutch Harbor.

For the past 20 years, he’s been doing repair work on commercial 
and pleasure boats in Port Townsend, Washington, where he owns 
a boat repair business.

“I am the local Detroit Diesel guy,” he said.
Trisdale also teaches diesel engine classes for Washington Sea 

Grant and the Northwest School of Wooden Boatbuilding.
So, here’s our conversation with an engine pro. Hopefully, it’ll 

help keep your engine up and running!

Steve Delarosa, a mechanic from Anaheim, Calif., does a valve adjustment on the F/V Icy Bay’s engine before the start of the 2016 Bristol Bay 
sockeye season. Chris Miller photo

Q&A Troubleshooting and maintenance: An expert offers  
tips on keeping your marine diesel running reliably
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Q: My diesel engine is hard to start. What could be the culprit?

A: The first thing you need to know is whether it’s cranking fast 
enough. I recommend starting the engine from the engine room, 
if it’s practical. That way, you’ll have a sense of how it normally 
starts. So, if the engine is not cranking fast enough to start, you 
will need to check your batteries for charge and condition. Also, 
check for loose connections at the battery, starter, or ground. Any 
loose connection will get hot and may also spark (sparks are a great 
indication of a bad connection). You may also have a bad starter, 
but look for a simple solution first. If your engine is cranking good, 
but not starting, go outside and see if you are getting any smoke 
out of the stack or exhaust. If not, that means you are not getting 
fuel. It could then be that you have air in the fuel system, and you 
will need to bleed the system.

Q: What does it mean when an engine is blowing smoke – 
whether white, black, or blue?

A: White smoke means that the fuel is not burning. White 
smoke is common when you first start your engine, but if it doesn’t 
go away, it might mean that you have one or more cylinders that 
are low on compression. It could also mean that there is an injector 
timing issue (late injection).

Black smoke means that you are either getting too much fuel or 
not enough air. The first thing to check for is an air inlet restric-
tion – a dirty air filter or anything that might restrict the air flow to 
the engine. Black smoke may also be an indicator of a bad injector. 
You don’t want to run the engine if that’s the case because it may 
cause piston/liner damage by the excess fuel washing the oil away 
from the cylinder. Black smoke may also 
mean that the exhaust is restricted or that 
you are overloading the engine (a fouled  
prop, maybe).

Blue smoke is an indicator of burning oil, 
so you should also see an increase in oil con-
sumption. Not a good sign. It means that you 
may have worn piston rings or leaking valve 
stems. The need for rebuilding or replacing 
your engine may be on the horizon.

Q: What can cause engine overheat-
ing, and can I do anything about it at sea?

A: If your engine is cooled by a raw water 
heat exchanger, look for three possibilities: 
a clogged sea strainer (seaweed, jellyfish, 
etc.); a bad raw water pump impeller (you 
will need to find all the little rubber pieces, if 
they have disappeared into the system); or a 
restricted heat exchanger (calcium will build 
up over time, and depending on the type of 
heat exchanger, you can sometimes open it 
up and clean out the cooling tubes).

If your engine is keel-cooled and has been 
working fine but now is overheating, you 
should suspect the thermostat. Thermostats 
will stick. Watch the temperature gauge as 
the engine warms up. The needle should 
stop at the point the thermostat opens up, 
and usually it will fall back a bit. If it doesn’t, 
then the thermostat is the likely reason. By 

the way, always look for a spot to bleed the air out of the coolant 
any time you drain and refill. An air pocket at the thermostat can 
cause overheating.

Q: My engine was running fine, but now it’s losing power. 
What are possible causes?

A: The first thing to look for, in this case, is a clogged primary 
filter (Racor-brand filters are widely used). Ideally, you will have a 
vacuum gauge in the system that will tell you your filter is clogged. 
If you don’t have one, get one. If changing the Racor doesn’t help, 
change the secondary, too. You should replace the secondary every 
season. Don’t forget about it.

It’s also possible that your throttle control is not moving the fuel 
lever enough. Maybe there is a loose bolt or cable bracket.

Q: OK, let’s shift to some questions about maintenance. 
First, what are some basic guidelines on engine oil and 
transmission oil?

A: Usually, 300 hours is about the max interval for changing 
engine oil. Make sure you are using the correct oil. For example, 
don’t use Delo 400 in a two stroke Detroit Diesel. Use Delo 100, or 
equivalent. Delo 400 is for four stroke engines.

Gear oil change interval varies, but once a season is probably 
good. Remember to check the strainer – most gears have one.

In general, follow your engine owner’s manual. If you don’t 
have one, get one.

Also, taking an oil sample is a really good idea. It’s a good tool 
for taking care of your engine. Ask your engine manufacturer’s 
dealer for a source, if you don’t know of one.
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Puget Sound helps defi ne us and supports our 

livelihoods. So report lost nets as soon as possible. 

There are no penalties, removals are free and this 

simple act can do more than save fi sh.

To report lost gear call 
360-733-1725 (NW Straits Foundation) 
or 855-542-3935 (WDFW), or visit derelictgear.org.

BE A SOUND 
THINKER 
REPORT LOST NETS

ENGINES

Q: Talk to us about fuel, 
fuel filters, and fuel tanks.

A: The importance of 
clean fuel cannot be overstat-
ed. Drain sediment and water 
from your tanks and Racors 
often. I usually recommend 
running 10-micron Racors, 
as 30-micron will allow your 
secondary filter to clog more 
often. It’s almost always easi-
er to change the primary than 
the secondary. Never leave 
home without a good sup-
ply of Racors. Also, I highly 
recommend a double Racor. 
Having a clean backup filter 
ready to go can keep you off 
the rocks. I’ve been there.

Q: How important, and 
difficult, is keeping water 
out of the fuel?

A: If you are getting water 
in your fuel, it is more than 
likely coming in from the fuel fill. Check O-rings if you have a deck 
fill fitting, or the hose underneath the deck between the fill and the 
tank. A deck leak may be the problem. It’s also possible you got 

water at the fuel dock. It happens.

Q: How about cooling system maintenance – can antifreeze 
go bad with age?

A: Yes! It’s one of the most neglected maintenance issues. 
Antifreeze will lose its corrosion inhibitor, cavitation inhibitor, and 
water pump lubricant over time. It can ruin an engine, so change 
your antifreeze (50-50 mix) every three to five years, or renew the 
corrosion inhibitor if you have a large-volume system.

Q: Any advice on fuel injectors and valve adjustment?

A: It’s never a bad idea to do a valve adjustment every couple 
of seasons. Injectors can sometimes last the life of an engine, but 
sometimes they don’t. If your engine is smoking more than normal, 
or if there is a miss or a knock, it might be time to have your injec-
tors rebuilt. Do some troubleshooting first. Try to isolate the culprit.

Q: One last question. With the advent of electronic fuel 
injection and EPA tier emissions standards, diesel engines 
seem more complex than ever. Can fishermen still work on 
them effectively?

A: I used to be wary of the electronic fuel controls. But time 
has proven them, in general. It is unfortunate that the new engines 
(with few exceptions) don’t have a “get home” feature in the event 
of an electronic failure. A boat owner will not be able to “fix” any 
computer problems, but if there is a problem, it’s almost always 
something else (like a loose connection). So ALWAYS look for the 
simple fix first. Other than the fuel injection system, the engines are 
user friendly. Bear in mind, though, that these engines need super 
clean fuel, so don’t fill the secondary fuel filter from a jug. The book 
usually says to put that filter on dry. Otherwise, these engines need 
to be serviced and maintained just like the old engines. And, lastly, 
don’t leave home without an engine manual and a phone number 
for a good mechanic.  
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MARKETS

ASMI notes: Delegation of European Union buyers hosted
Kohan and trained staff conducted a training seminar and trial run 
of Alaska whitefish processing in Surabaya, Indonesia. Twenty-
three staff members were trained in reprocessing whitefish. White-
fish product was processed from headed-and-gutted to skinless 
portions resulting in an acceptable industry yield and successful 
training. The Indonesian processor already has a buyer in place for 
the product.

Restaurant industry meeting in Chicago
The National Restaurant Association in May took over McCormick 

Place in Chicago for the Marketing Executives Group Conference, a 
2½-day gathering of 350 marketing executives from U.S. and Cana-
dian restaurant chains. The conference allows participants to gain 
training and education for the betterment of the foodservice industry. 
ASMI foodservice was there to share the Alaska story. ASMI partnered 
with Kikkoman, serving Alaska Salmon Poke and Alaska Surimi  
Poke, and distributed ASMI’s new poke brochure. At a reception with 
chefs from the top 200 corporate chains, ASMI again showcased Alas-
ka Salmon Poke as well as Alaska Surimi Corn Fritters.

– ASMI

Researchers see China as growing market for Alaska salmon
Researchers at the University of Alaska Anchorage and Purdue 

University see China as a promising market for Alaska salmon.
They interviewed more than 1,000 consumers in major China cities 

and found that seafood from pristine Alaska waters harvested in a 
sustainable and highly regulated fishery is appealing to residents, 
many of whom are entering the country’s growing middle class and 
gaining disposable income.

A new Alaska Sea Grant publication, “Consumer Preference and 
Market Potential for Alaska Salmon in China: Preliminary Analysis,” 
summarizes the results.

The report is authored by Angie Zheng, Holly Wang, Quentin Fong, 
and Yonggang Lu. Fong is Alaska Sea Grant’s Kodiak-based seafood 
marketing specialist and a University of Alaska Fairbanks professor.

The publication is geared toward fishermen, seafood producers, 
and marketers interested in selling Alaska salmon in China.

Researchers asked Chinese consumers about wild or farmed salm-
on, Alaska as the place of production, use of product forms (head, 
whole round, frame, etc.), methods of preparation, and willingness 
to purchase.

Respondents gave a high ranking to characteristics associated 
with Alaska salmon – wild caught, sustainably caught, and color – 
indicating the high potential for increasing sales of Alaska salmon 
in China.

China is the largest single export market for the state of Alaska. 
Seafood, worth $784 million in 2014, makes up the greatest 
percentage of those exports with salmon at about $290 million.

The authors advise that if Alaskans want to sell salmon directly 
to Chinese consumers, they should focus on boneless fillets, steaks, 
and heads.

Marketers should also educate purchasers about preparation 
methods, the different salmon species and meat colors, and the sus-
tainable nature of the harvest. The researchers recommend high-
lighting the advantage of wild-caught salmon and getting a “green” 
label showing reduced environmental impact of the product.

The Chinese are likely willing to pay price premiums for Alaska 

salmon as consumers do in the United States, the researchers found.
The illustrated, 16-page electronic publication is available as a 

free download at tinyurl.com/yd2dzgq7.

– Alaska Sea Grant

The Alaska Seafood Marketing Institute (ASMI) hosted a  
delegation of European Union buyers from the Netherlands, Den-
mark, and the United Kingdom on June 5-6 in partnership with the 
Western United States Agricultural Trade Association and the Wash-
ington Department of Agriculture. The group visited Bellingham, 
Anacortes, and Seattle to tour local processing facilities, meet with 
industry, and conduct one-on-one sales meetings. The objective  
was to showcase wild, natural, and sustainable Alaska seafood, 
foster relationships, build the Alaska Seafood brand, and increase 
Alaska seafood exports to Europe.

Indonesia reprocessing project
ASMI was awarded a U.S. Department of Agriculture Quality 

Samples Program (QSP) grant to conduct technical training for 
Alaska whitefish processing in Southeast Asia. The QSP encour-
ages the development and expansion of export markets for U.S. 
agricultural commodities by assisting U.S. entities in providing 
commodity samples to potential foreign importers to promote a 
better understanding and appreciation for the high quality of U.S. 
agricultural commodities. ASMI seafood technical director Michael 
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UNDERWAY by DANIEL MINTZ

Jason Kohlhase, right, and Burke Bohnsack, both from Juneau, install a new five-bladed propeller onto the shaft of the Bristol Bay fishing vessel 
Icy Bay. Chris Miller photo

Propellers are the most elemental part of a fishing vessel’s 
propulsion system and one of the most important, affecting 
vessel speed, engine performance, and fuel efficiency.

Propellers are also more complex than one might assume. Edge 
beveling, blade angle consistency, and slight flaws such as hairline 
cracks can impact the performance of an entire drive system.

Design aspects and manufacturing techniques are directly 
related to performance. And matching a propeller to a vessel’s 
mechanical and structural qualities is critical.

“Blade design can match a specific vessel,” said Ron Kruger, CEO 
of Anacortes, Washington-based Olympic Propeller Co., which sells 

and repairs props. Propeller size needs to be matched to hull size, 
main engine horsepower, engine rpm, and gear reduction.

“If you have a gear ratio that’s causing the wheel to turn too 
slow, you’ll need a greater diameter,” Kruger said, adding that a 
vessel’s blade tip clearance will determine maximum size.

“You can actually figure it out – if your reduction gear range 
is somewhere around 2 or 2½ to 1 at 2,800 rpm, that’s going to 
optimize the propeller at 30 inches,” he continued. “And if a guy 
goes out and buys a 4-to-1 gear and only has room for a 28-inch 
wheel when he really needs a 40-inch wheel, he’s going to really 
suffer – he’s going to burn fuel like there’s no tomorrow.”

Prop primer
How propellers are made, and how to  

choose the right one for your boat
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Programmed precision: On the manu-
facturing side, Kruger describes software-
controlled machine milling – known as 
Computer Numerical Control (CNC) mill-
ing – as the most precise way to produce 
a propeller with structural consistency. 
If blade angles are imprecisely matched,  
performance will suffer.

Manual hand milling uses hydraulic ham-
mers and grinders to adjust the shape of pro-
peller blades. That produces props with less 
tolerance or blade angle consistency.

“With CNC milling, all of that stuff is tak-
en out of the equation, and that’s why they 
can get the tolerance between the blades 
to be almost perfect,” Kruger said. “That’s 
because it’s all computer-programmed.”

Hand-milled props with 2 to 3 percent 
tolerance between blades are still common-
ly made and used, however, and are less 
expensive – and less efficient.

“Old-school fishermen probably will never  
get it,” Kruger said, but he added that Bristol 
Bay gillnetting vessels in the 32-foot range 
are starting to switch over.

“Eventually, it’ll snowball, and it’s getting 
really close to doing that,” he said.

Kruger’s company sells CNC-milled props  
made by Veem, an Australian company. 
MarinePropellers.com, also headed by Kru-
ger, is a major U.S. distributor of Hung Shen 
propellers, an Asian company whose props 
are partially CNC-milled.

Veem props range in size from 20 to 80 
inches with three to six blades, with the 
smallest units priced in the $1,000 to $1,500 
range. The largest Veem props are priced at 
around $30,000.

Kruger said the 100 percent CNC units 
cost about 25 percent more than hand- 
finished ones, but the extra cost is offset by  
efficiency gains.

Ten percent magic: Friday Harbor, 
Washington, resident Mark Anderson co-owns 
the F/V Loui M, a 58-foot seiner/crabber built 
by Fred Wahl Marine in 2012. The Loui M is 

outfitted with a 68-inch, four-blade prop, which 
works well with the vessel’s 600-horsepower main.

“If you’re under-wheeled, your engine’s going 
to spin too fast and if you’re over-wheeled, it’s 
going to work too hard to get up to rpm,” Ander-
son said. “When we did sea trials with this boat 
when it was brand new, it topped out at 1,800 
rpm, which is pretty much what you’re shooting 
for, and it was at a full load on the engine. So they 
nailed it and I haven’t looked at my wheel since, 
other than to make sure it didn’t have a ding in it.”

But Anderson added that there are variables that 
affect prop performance. He said performance is 
determined by “90 percent formula and 10 percent 
magic” because results aren’t always as expected.
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He related his experience with a new prop on one of his former 
boats, the F/V St. Patrick. The new prop had the same specs and 
was made by the same manufacturer as the one it replaced, yet at 
first yielded puzzling results.

“I left the harbor and it made a really loud noise, almost like it was 
whistling or something – I thought the bearing was seizing up,” he said.

It turned out that the propeller was making noise – or singing, in 
prop repair parlance – because the edges were beveled too evenly. 

Once a prop specialist used a grinder to change the angle of the 
bevel on one side of each blade, the prop became “totally quiet,” 
Anderson said.

Tuning up: Once a propeller is properly sized and adjusted, it 
probably won’t need much more attention.

Will Sall, production manager at the Seattle-based Sound 
Propeller Services manufacturing and repair facility, said the 
props on vessels that come in for an annual drydock examination 
sometimes need only a cleaning.

“It really does boil down to visual inspection when the vessel 
is on dock,” he said. An inspection will include “a complete 
visual inspection of all blade surfaces and edge profiles to ensure 
the edges are free of nicks and dings and the blades visually  
look straight.”

If a prop is making noise or if there’s excess vibration, it may have 
to be removed and worked on. Occasional propeller checkups also 
ensure that pitch is correct and that there are no cracks in the metal.

Brian Knoch, Sound Propeller’s sales engineer, assesses vessel 
engine and gear systems to source the causes of propeller-related 
problems. If operation issues are traced to the propeller, edge bev-
eling and changes in blade pitch can eliminate noise and vibration.

“In the case of singing, the material can work hard and blades 
can fail, in theory,” Knoch said. “It doesn’t happen all that com-
monly, but it’s good to have edges that are not singing. And it’s 
cheap, because it’s not much labor in the shop.”

Prop “tuning” involves adjustments that return blades to their 
original level of consistency.

“When we tune a propeller, we’re actually bringing it back into 
design tolerance,” Knoch said.

Trial and error: Assessing propeller design involves “a few 
basic rules of thumb,” said Terry Johnson, a former commercial 
fisherman and the marine extension agent with the Alaska Sea 
Grant Marine Advisory Program.

“The larger the diameter, the better. And slower turning is 
better,” he said. “Also, a smaller number of blades is more efficient 
than a larger number of blades in terms of propulsion efficiency.”

But Johnson added that towing vessels such as trawlers usually 
have four or five propeller blades or more, because more blade area 
increases propulsive force.
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There is less vibration with a higher number of blades, Johnson 
said. When he switched from a three-blade prop to a four-blade 
prop on one of his boats, operation was “noticeably quieter.”

“I think some people go to a larger number of blades just for that 
reason,” he said.

Johnson emphasized that the benefits of enhanced performance 
and efficiency have to be weighed against cost. And matching 
propellers to specific vessels is complex.

“One of the really vexing things about propellers is that every 
boat is different,” Johnson said. “You can go to a propeller 
company and give them data on your boat and they may make a 
recommendation that’s pretty reasonable, but it depends on how 
your boat’s loaded and balanced and everything else.”

Choosing the right prop could involve some expensive trial and 
error. Johnson advises having some idea of a desired result when 
picking a propeller.  

Scenes from the Sound Propeller 
Services manufacturing facility.



16 £ PACIFICFISHING £ JULY 2017 £ WWW.PACIFICFISHING.COM 

SCIENCE

West Coast drift gillnet fishery now much easier on 
whales, sea turtles, and dolphins
In the early 1990s, the drift gillnet fishery targeting swordfish off 

the U.S. West Coast took a high toll on whales, sea turtles, and 
dolphins, with the drifting nets entangling and killing hundreds 
of these protected species each year. It was clear that management 
action was needed to reduce entanglements.

In 1996, NOAA Fisheries convened a “take reduction team,” 
under the Marine Mammal Protection Act. The team brought 
together scientists, fishermen, representatives of environmental 
organizations, and others to develop strategies that would reduce 
the entanglements. Those strategies included net modifications and 
sound-emitting devices.

The recommendations of the Pacific Offshore Cetacean Take 
Reduction Team quickly reduced entanglements, as documented 
by observers aboard fishing vessels in the late ’90s.

Today, some 25 years later, the drift gillnet fishery that catches 
swordfish, opah, and some sharks off the West Coast continues 
to have low impacts on protected species; it entangles very few 
whales, sea turtles, and dolphins.

“This fishery has made great improvements in the last two 
decades,” said Barry Thom, West Coast regional administrator for 
NOAA Fisheries. “If you look at the numbers of whales, turtles, 
and dolphins affected, they have all declined over the years and 
remain very low today.”

For instance, the drift gillnet fishery killed or seriously injured 
almost 20 endangered leatherback turtles per year in some years in 

the early 1990s. Now leatherback deaths and injuries are rare, with an 
estimate of just one since 2009. An estimated 50 beaked whales were 
injured or killed in drift gillnets in some years in the early 1990s, but 
estimates now show just one seriously injured or killed since 2002.

Humpback whales are among the most common whales off 
California, but estimates show none have been killed or seriously 
injured in drift gillnets since 2008.

Pingers, net extenders: Improvements in the fishery include 
pingers, which are devices that emit sounds to warn marine mam-
mals away from the gillnets, and net extenders that lower the nets 
at least 36 feet beneath the surface, leaving room for surface-swim-
ming animals such as dolphins to pass above them.

In addition, the agency designated two large conservation areas 
off the West Coast that are off-limits to drift gillnets when endan-
gered sea turtles are known to frequent the areas.

The improvements have helped the drift gillnet fishery off the 
West Coast provide a local and sustainable domestic source of 
seafood with less environmental impact than many alternatives, 
including swordfish from some foreign fisheries that take a greater 
toll on marine mammals and sea turtles.

After years of adaptive management to reduce the fishery’s 
impacts, the drift gillnet fishery now has impacts on protected 
species comparable to other U.S. fisheries, including the Atlantic 
swordfish longline fishery, which is certified by the Marine  
Stewardship Council.

Improvements in the fishery have been recognized by others, 
including the Monterey Bay Aquarium’s Seafood Watch Program 
that considers swordfish and most other species caught with drift 
gillnets on the West Coast a “good alternative” for consumers.

“Although sea turtle interactions used to be an issue in this fishery, 
management measures put into place in 2001 have greatly reduced 
these incidental encounters,” Seafood Watch said in a recent update 
of its ratings for swordfish from the West Coast drift gillnet fishery.

Ongoing efforts: While the improvements have been sub-
stantial, fishery managers continue to look for additional ways to  
harvest swordfish with even less impact.

The Pacific Fishery Management Council and NOAA Fisheries 
have encouraged research into new fishing methods such as deep-
set buoy gear, which in early trials has proven to catch swordfish 
with almost no bycatch of nonmarketable fish or impacts on 
protected species.

NOAA Fisheries is also collaborating with industry and co-
managers on the West Coast to reduce impacts of other fisheries on 
large whales off the West Coast.

“We’re always looking for opportunities to reduce impacts on 
whales, sea turtles, and other protected species,” said Chris Yates, 
assistant administrator for protected species in NOAA Fisheries’ 
West Coast Region. “Fortunately we have built good partnerships, 
and we’ve made substantial progress.”  

– NOAA Fisheries

‘This fishery has made great improvements in 
the last two decades,’ said Barry Thom, West 
Coast regional administrator for NOAA Fisheries.
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This year, for the first time, scientists were able to include the 
number of sablefish that whales take in the annual longline 

survey and in Alaska commercial fisheries in their annual estimates 
of sablefish population size. What they found is that the sablefish 
population is bigger than previously thought.

That’s good news for a commercial fishery that has seen its catch 
rates halved in the past decade due to concerns over declining 
overall population abundance and low recruitment.

Assessing the situation: Trained federal fishery observers 
and survey biologists regularly collect information about whale 
depredation while monitoring sablefish catches and abundance in 
Alaska. Depredation is when whales strip or pluck sablefish from 
the fishing gear as it is being retrieved by a boat.

It’s estimated that killer whales consumed between 152,000 and 
1.5 million pounds of sablefish in commercial longline fisheries in 
the western areas of Alaska between 1995 and 2015. An additional 
106,000 to 723,000 pounds per year was being taken by sperm whales 
in the Gulf of Alaska. Sablefish catch rates were reduced between 45 
to 70 percent due to depredation by killer whales and more recently 
between 24 to 29 percent due to depredation by sperm whales.

Because sperm whales take the entire sablefish off the hook, 
while killer whales typically leave the heads, it’s more difficult to 
detect depredation by sperm whales. Scientists don’t have enough 
long-term data to estimate the reductions in the survey catch. They 

Continued on Page 18

SABLEFISH FACTS
• One of Alaska’s most valuable commercial 

fisheries, annually worth an estimated $110 
million ex-vessel

• One of deepest dwelling commercial species 
in northeastern Pacific

• Target of domestic and foreign fisheries 
since beginning of last century

• Can live up to 94 years

• Since 1979, over 300,000 fish tagged and 
30,000 tags recovered

• One tagged fish recovered after 37 years

• Longest distance traveled: 2,364 nautical 
miles from Aleutian Islands to Southern 
California waters
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SCIENCE

New genetic markers identified in sockeye could aid 
fish management, researchers say
A recent study from the University of British Columbia Okana-

gan Campus identifies new genetic markers in sockeye salm-
on that can help improve management of fish populations.

The markers, called single nucleotide polymorphisms, are indi-
vidual locations in the genome that, in this case, allow researchers 
to distinguish between the different variants of sockeye salmon: 
those that spawn on lake shore or island beaches and those that 
spawn in rivers and streams.

“The obvious practical application is in fisheries management,” 
says study senior author Michael Russello, biology professor at 
UBC Okanagan. “Until now, it was quite challenging and even 
impossible, in some cases, to identify these different variants 
outside the spawning season. But the new genetic markers provide 
a fast, inexpensive, and accurate way to tell them apart.”

The ability for fisheries managers to precisely identify and 
monitor the abundance of different sockeye salmon populations 
is important to helping maintain healthy fish stocks, says Russello.

The Ecological and Conservation Genomics Lab is working with 
fisheries managers to help classify kokanee, a freshwater form of 
sockeye salmon, to more accurately estimate population numbers, 
an important key in monitoring the impacts of changes to their hab-
itat and hopefully in preventing future declines in the salmon run.

Wide-ranging study: Russello and former UBC Okanagan 
postdoctoral associate Andrew Veale (now at the University of 
Otago) studied populations across the range of sockeye salmon 
in the United States, Canada, Russia, and Japan at these areas in  
the genome.

What they found was remarkably consistent genetic patterns for 
shore- and stream-spawning sockeye, despite spawning locations 
spanning different continents.

“What’s really exciting are the clues this provides for better 
understanding the genetic basis of how new forms arise in nature,” 
Russello says. “In this case, we can estimate that the different 
sockeye salmon types diverged some 3.8 million years ago, much 
earlier than we would have predicted. There is incredible poten-
tial here to better understand the complex evolutionary history of  
this species.”

The study was published in Scientific Reports, an online journal 
from the publishers of Nature, and was supported by funding from 
Genome British Columbia; Okanagan Aquatic Enterprises; the B.C. 
Ministry of Forests, Lands and Natural Resource Operations; and 
BC Hydro.  

– University of British Columbia Okanagan Campus

Sablefish continued from Page 17

used mathematical models to produce an estimate that ranges from 
12 to 18 percent.

“What’s exciting about science is that there are always new ques-
tions that need answers,” said Dana Hanselman, fisheries biolo-
gist at the Alaska Fisheries Science Center’s Auke Bay Laboratories 
in Juneau. “Our long-term studies of predator-prey relationships 
enabled us to account for ecosystem relationships in our estimates 
of sablefish abundance.”

How data was used: For nearly two decades, the number of 
sablefish born (year class) has been above average just once. For 
the past several years, the overall population has been declining.

To prevent overfishing of fish stocks, fishery managers typically 
set lower, more conservative catch limits when there are declining 
trends in population abundance and low recruitment or when 
there aren’t a lot of young fish born annually because it suggests 
that there won’t be as many adult fish to catch in the future.

“Based on these new estimates of whale depredation, we deter-
mined that the size of the mature female population of sablefish was 
3 percent more than originally estimated. Because there are more 
fish to start with, even though there is a declining trend in overall 
population abundance, managers don’t have to be quite as conser-
vative when it comes to setting catch limits,” Hanselman said.

This year, fishery managers set a higher quota, but not as high 
as the maximum allowed in order to account for anticipated future 
whale depredation and to help ensure that catches remain sustainable.

Another new management measure that should help reduce 
sperm whale depredation is allowing the fishing industry to use 
traps or pots when fishing for sablefish in the Gulf of Alaska. 
Sperm whales are not able to remove fish from the pots.  

– Alaska Fisheries Science Center
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LOOKING BACK by ANJULI GRANTHAM

Inventing the king crab fishery
Lines, hooks, and pots. Using these tools, humans have wrested 

food from the water for countless generations. Yet innovations 
in fishing techniques and fishing tools pervade the industry, 
especially in the rare moments when new fisheries are executed.

Take the new Gulf of Alaska black cod pot fishery, which was 
inaugurated just this year. Fishermen across Alaska are sharing 
secrets and exchanging hints as they learn to tempt black cod into 
pots and longline with something other than hooks as they embark 
on a new era in their fishery.

Just as these black cod pot fishermen are making it up as they go 
along, the king crab fishery was another venture that was invented 
as it was executed.

The first commercial king crab fishing happened in Seldovia 
in 1920. It took several more decades for the fishery to gain any 
traction, but when it did, it happened quickly. Kodiak emerged as 
the epicenter of the king crab fishery. In 1950, fishermen delivered 
64,882 pounds of king crab to Kodiak, but in 1966, that number had 
grown to 90,750,000.

Early gear: The Kodiak Maritime Museum’s oral history project, 
“When Crab Was King,” records the development of the king crab 
industry as the fishermen recall it, including innovations in gear 
and techniques.

Interview subjects note that early king crab pots were patterned 
after Dungeness pots. They were round and about 6 feet in diameter. 
These early wooden pots were made of netting manufactured for 
salmon seines and fish trap wire. They would last for just one season.

Early crabbers also used tangle nets and trawl gear to wrangle 
king crab from the bottom of the ocean. Tangle nets were prohibited 
after 1955, and trawls were outlawed for crab fishing in 1961.

In one oral history, Nick Szabo relates, “A lot of this stuff got 
started up in Seldovia, because a lot of the guys that pioneered the 
king crab fishery that later moved (to Kodiak) came from Seldovia.”

A new kind of tunnel for king crab pots is one invention credited to 
Seldovia fishermen. Early pots had a vertical tunnel and a trigger, but 
fishermen noted that the king crab would back out of the pots once 
they hit the trigger. Szabo reports that Seldovia fishermen invented 
the angular tunnel, from which the crab could not escape as easily.

Advent of steel pots: By the 1960s, rectangular steel pots had 
replaced the round pots, because fishermen figured the shape maxi-
mized the use of deck space, as compared to stacked round pots. This 
in turn increased the fishing capacity of the boat. Smaller boats had 
6-by-6-foot pots, while larger boats had 7-by-7s, and the largest ves-
sels produced 8-by-8s.

Szabo recounts, “When the crab fishery 
started declining, then it started to back off to 
the 6-by and 7-by because they were easier to 
handle. The 8-by were awful heavy, and they 
were sort of cumbersome to handle on deck…. 
Someone would try something different and 
then, you know, other people would copy it if 
it was successful.”

Wayne Baker recalls the different styles of 
crab fishing.

“When we first got up here, there was an 
Oregon way to fish, and there was a Ballard 
way to fish and how to do things. The Ore-
gon guys would bundle their lines outside 
their pots and do it like they were longlining, 
like they did Dungie pots…. A lot of extra 

work, but we didn’t know it at the time.”
When Baker headed out west, he learned 

the Ballard style, where “everybody boxed 
up all the line because there are shorter shots, 
because it is shallower out in the Bering Sea. 
And you just throw everything in the pots. It’s cleaner. That’s the 
way that everyone does things now. We all got a little bit smarter.”

There were no sorting tables, and when it came time to empty the 
pots, they “just dumped all the crab down on the deck and chase(d) 
them around like chickens. We would get done, and there would be 
crab scattered around the whole length of the deck,” Baker recalls.

Later, he saw a photo of his brother crabbing.
“They were using the shrimp totes. They would dump their crab 

into these shrimp totes. And it was like a revelation. It was like, 
holy cow, that is the greatest idea that we ever saw!” His skipper 
hollered at Baker the first time Baker dumped crab into a tote but 
then saw that this simple innovation saved time and energy.

“Back then we ran six, eight (pots an hour). If you ran 10, 12 pots 
an hour, you were going good…. Now we run 18, 20 pots an hour 
pretty steady,” Baker notes.

Risky boats: The ragtag fleet was composed of old military 
scows, pocket seiners, and more. Vessels purpose-built for crab 
fishing didn’t leave the shipyard until the 1960s and, even then, 
didn’t predominate within the fleet until later. The boats were not 
designed to accommodate tanks full of water and crab, with thou-
sands of pounds of pots stacked on the back deck. This meant that 
disaster struck quickly and frequently.

Marcy Jones, namesake and former co-owner of the Marcy J, 
recalls that there was no requirement for boats to carry life rafts, 
and survival suits were yet to be invented. She had seen crab biolo-
gist Guy Powell sporting a wetsuit and bought one for her hus-
band, Harold, to bring out fishing with him.

“And he was the first person, so far as I know, in the whole 
fishing industry that had any kind of a suit to put on to stay warm 
in case something happened.”

While crab fishermen made up the fishery as they went along, 
marine architects worked to design boats for the fishery. The Coast 
Guard, insurance companies, and boat owners collaborated to 
improve safety, and seafood processors came up with new ways to 
preserve and market the catch. The king crab fishery, like the new 
black cod pot fishery, proves that necessity is the mother of invention.

Anjuli Grantham is a public historian, writer, and producer based in 
Alaska. Read more of her work at anjuligrantham.com.
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by WESLEY LOYALASKA NOTEBOOK
Copper River yields king surprise, sockeye disappointment

Mixed bag: Alaska’s famed Cooper River salmon fishery opened 
on May 18, and the early going produced a pleasant surprise for 
gillnetters – an unexpectedly strong Chinook catch.

It happened despite unusually stringent restrictions designed to 
prevent fishermen from catching kings. The Alaska Department of 
Fish and Game imposed the restrictions after its forecast indicated 
the smallest return of king salmon since 1985.

The department projected a Copper River season harvest of only 
4,000 kings, but the tally had reached nearly 13,000 by late June.

As for sockeye salmon, the Copper River fishery unfortunately 
was playing out as expected – quite poorly. The preseason forecast 
called for a season catch of only 889,000 sockeye, and the tally by 
late June stood at 411,000.

      
Fisherman death: The Copper River fishery saw tragedy when 

the body of Clifford M. Johns, 69, of Bothell, Washington, was 
pulled from the surf.

According to an Alaska State Troopers report, Johns’ boat, the F/V 
Dances With Clams, was reported on May 25 “driving around in cir-
cles with no one onboard near Pete Dahl Slough, Copper River flats.”

Johns was the sole operator of the vessel. His body was sent to 
the state medical examiner’s office for autopsy.

      
MSC update: Prince William Sound is no longer excluded – the 

region’s salmon fishery has been certified as well-managed and 
sustainable under the Marine Stewardship Council program.

The announcement came May 12, following an assessment of  
the fishery.

Prince William Sound salmon is now certi-
fied until Nov. 11, 2018, with companies and 
vessels authorized to use the blue MSC logo 
for sales.

Prince William Sound previously was 
excluded from the MSC certification covering the rest of the state’s 
salmon fisheries. The exclusion centered on questions about the 
impact of the sound’s massive salmon hatcheries on wild fish stocks.

Three hatchery-related conditions of certification were placed 
on the Prince William Sound salmon fishery, the MSC certification 
report said.

      
Togiak herring season summary: The Department of Fish 

and Game on June 6 released final numbers on this year’s Togiak 
(Bristol Bay) herring sac roe fishery.

It was a large harvest of 17,403 tons, with purse seiners taking 
15,975 tons and gillnetters taking the rest.

“The projected ex-vessel value of the 2017 Togiak herring fish-
ery is approximately $1.74 million,” the department said. “This is 
based on an advance price estimate of $100 per ton and does not 
include any postseason adjustments.”

The season opened April 28 and ran into early May. Nineteen 
seine vessels took part in the fishery, up from 17 in 2016. Fifteen 
gillnet vessels participated, compared to only three in 2016.

      
Sablefish bump: The Department of Fish and Game announced 

an individual equal quota share of 9,234 round pounds for North-
ern Southeast Inside Subdistrict sablefish.

That’s a 10.7 percent increase from the 2016 
equal quota share of 8,343 round pounds.

The fishery opens Aug. 15 for the 78 valid 
permit holders.

      
Far North salmon news: Kotzebue-head-

quartered Kikiktagruk Inupiat Corp. had a 
noteworthy item in its spring newsletter, The 
Midnight Sun:

“It’s always been difficult for commer-
cial fishermen to make a living in Kotzebue 
because the limited cargo space on airplanes 
serving the region restricts the amount of 
fish they can sell. But starting this summer, 
Seattle-based E&E Foods will anchor a float-
ing processor offshore that will have capac-
ity of nearly 2 million round pounds. It has 
the added benefit of eliminating the need for 
fishermen to make the long round-trip from 
fishing far offshore to a land-based buying 
station and back again.”

No later than Aug. 1, E&E will anchor its 
floating processor, the Cape Greig, about 15 
miles northwest of Kotzebue, the newsletter 
said. The 182-foot Cape Greig can process 
and freeze up to 200,000 pounds of round 
salmon per day.

Wesley Loy is editor of Pacific Fishing maga-
zine and producer of Deckboss, a blog on Alaska 
commercial fisheries.
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by MICHEL DROUINBRITISH COLUMBIA

Will Atlantic Canada ruling affect B.C. fisheries control?
Elson case: It might have occurred a continent away, but a 

federal court decision on Canada’s East Coast may have a posi-
tive impact on fishermen’s struggle against corporate control of the 
fishing industry in British Columbia.

In the decision May 5, Justice Cecily Strickland of the Federal 
Court of Canada ruled that the federal fisheries minister was 
legally entitled to strip a snow crab fishing license from Labrador 
fisherman Kirby Elson after he refused to exit a controlling 
agreement with two fish processors.

Policies to preserve independence in the fishery on the East 
Coast have been in place since Canada’s federal government ruled 
that fishermen had to exit controlling agreements with companies 
by a May 2014 deadline.

Elson was the only fisherman in Atlan-
tic Canada to formally refuse to exit such 
an agreement. He had a 2003 deal with 
Quinlan Brothers and Labrador Sea Prod-
ucts Ltd., providing the company total 
control over every aspect of the license.

The minister of fisheries had refused to renew Elson’s snow crab 
license, and Elson subsequently appealed to the Federal Court 
seeking a judicial review of a license appeal board decision that 
upheld the minister’s ruling.

In the appeal, Elson argued that the minister had no right to 
interfere in what was a commercial contract. That was the key 
point Justice Strickland rejected in her ruling.

Even though the case may still be appealed, it is viewed as a  
significant victory for the preservation of the owner-operator  
principle in inshore fisheries on the East Coast. Many B.C. 
fishermen question why such a principle has never been 
established on the West Coast despite repeated demands for it  
from a good portion of the working fishermen on the coast.

      
Pyrosomes outbreak: In the June issue of Pacific Fishing mag-

azine, we talked to trawler Ian Garnier, skipper of the Miss Tatum, 
who reported he had been encountering a strange creature he iden-
tified as a “sea slug.”

He said they have infested offshore waters from the surface to 
down deep.

“I’m not sure what they are … but our nets have one stuck in 
every mesh when we haul them,” he wrote. “I have seen them 
sporadically in the past, but now they are very dense everywhere.”

Well, it turns out they are pyrosomes. What’s that?
Pyrosomes, meaning “fire bodies” in Greek, have recently been 

sighted from Oregon to British Columbia.
Their name stems from the brilliant, sustained luminescence that 

they demonstrate when alive.
They are gelatinous, cylindrical creatures but are not related  

to jellyfish.
According to Wikipedia, they are “free-floating colonial tuni-

cates” that live usually in the upper layers of the open ocean in 
warm seas. Pyrosomes are cylindrical or cone-shaped colonies 
made up of hundreds to thousands of individuals, known as zooids.

What’s that mean in English? They are gooey things that stick to 
your gear.

Similar to Garnier’s experiences, a troller on a Canadian web-
site reported that the pyrosomes were fouling trolling gear in the 
offshore waters from La Perouse Bank to well northwest of Winter 
Harbor and all points in between.

The troller said they get wrapped up on 
the wire for downriggers and make fishing 
an exercise in frustration. If the gear was in 
the water even less than 10 minutes, it would 
come up with hundreds of pounds of pyro-
somes clinging to it.

There is no explanation why the creatures have been appearing 
in such large numbers this year.

      
Oil tanker ban: Fishermen, environmentalists, and others 

opposed to crude oil shipping on B.C.’s north coast cheered the 
Canadian government when it introduced the Oil Tanker Mora-

torium Act in the House of Commons  
on May 12.

The ban was part of the federal Liberal 
campaign platform in 2015, but there 
was skepticism along the coast about 
whether it would be implemented.

The moratorium will ban tankers carrying crude oil and 
persistent oils from stopping, loading, or unloading at any ports or 
marine installations from the northern tip of Vancouver Island all 
the way to the Alaska border, including Haida Gwaii.

The government stated it was never the intention to prohibit 
resupply, so shipments below 12,500 metric tons will continue to be 
allowed to ensure communities along the coast can receive critical 
shipments of heating oils and other petroleum products.

Michel Drouin has covered British Columbia’s fishing industry since 
1990. He lives in Vancouver, B.C.

JACKSON COMBS
Sunset off Cape Spencer Lighthouse cast onto Jackson 
Combs’ troller, the F/V Lively 1, now out of Hoonah, AK.

FACEBOOK PHOTO CONTEST WINNER

MAY 2017

To enter the photo contest, go to our Facebook page:

Winners are announced monthly  
and published in the magazine.

Pyrosomes, meaning ‘fire bodies’ in 
Greek, have recently been sighted 
from Oregon to British Columbia.
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MID-COAST REPORT by KATIE FRANKOWICZ

Two governors call for help with salmon calamity
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Warning: Don’t mix different refrigerants! 

Wally McDonald, Owner
(907) 772-4625 • fleetref@aptalaska.net

Design - Installation - Service - Repair

Grim outlook: The governors of California and Oregon 
have asked for an expedited federal disaster declaration in the  
salmon fisheries.

The request covers the current year as well as 2016.
“Ocean salmon fishery restrictions in our states in 2016 and 2017, 

including full closures in some areas for 2017, have severe effects 
on already distressed rural communities and the businesses that 
depend upon these fisheries,” the governors wrote in a May 24  
letter to Commerce Secretary Wilbur Ross. “Declaring a catastroph-
ic regional fishery disaster and commercial fishery failure will 
begin the process for requesting federal aid to assist these fishery-
dependent communities during this difficult time.”

The letter, signed by California Gov. Jerry Brown and Oregon 
Gov. Kate Brown, includes grim projections for this year.

“Oregon commercial ocean salmon fisheries are projected to 
result in a total ex-vessel value of $2.7 million for the sale of 29,400 
Chinook in 2017; this is 63 percent less than the 2012-16 average of 
$7.3 million,” the letter said. “Commercial ocean salmon fisheries 
along the entire California coast in 2017 are projected to result in 
a total ex-vessel value of $4.5 million for the sale of 47,600 fish –  
72 percent less than the 2012-16 statewide average of 169,400 fish.”

Fishery managers say that even if the federal government agrees 
with the West Coast governors and declares a disaster, it could be 
some time before fishermen see any financial aid.

      
Columbia River salmon: In other salmon news, Oregon tan-

gle net fishermen did not get a chance to fish the Columbia River 
mainstem after counts of Chinook at Bonneville Dam by mid-May 
were much too low.

The fishermen had been told they could fish, depending on a run 
size update at the traditional mid-season mark.

Fishery managers in Oregon and Washington weren’t sure why 
the counts were so low – by May 10 only 26,000 of the forecasted 
160,000 upriver spring Chinook salmon had passed the dam – 
but believed low temperatures and high river flow were likely to 
blame. They still hoped to see high numbers in the ensuing weeks.

The overall forecast for spring Chinook was downgraded to 
83,000 in mid-May. Then, in June, it went back up again to 118,000.

By June 3, 82,624 adult spring Chinook had passed Bonneville.
      

Sardines, anchovies: The Oregon Fish and Wildlife Commis-
sion geared up to adopt permanent rules for coastal pelagic species 
including sardine, anchovy, and mackerel at its meeting June 9.

The commission was considering changing 
Oregon’s rules regarding anchovy by limiting 
a vessel’s landings of anchovy on the Colum-
bia River to a maximum of 5 metric tons per 
day, with a limit of 10 tons per week total. 
Washington already enforces similar rules.

For sardines, federal regulators have proposed closing the direct-
ed sardine fishery through June 30, 2018, but would still provide 
limited allowances for incidental catch in other fisheries.

      
Weird ocean: In Newport, shrimpers, trawlers, and salmon 

fishermen reported encountering high numbers of a sea creature 
that many could only describe as “a weird jellyfish.”

The creature is semi-rigid and tube-shaped and has a talent for 
clogging nets. It is actually a colony of creatures – just like how a 
piece of coral is made up of many organisms – called pyrosomes.

Biologists aren’t sure why pyrosomes showed up in such huge 
numbers on the West Coast this spring. State biologists based in 
Newport say they are used to seeing pyrosomes out at deeper ocean 
depths or in the tropics. Not much is known about pyrosomes, how-
ever, and these could be very different species, they said.

      
Fisheries tour: The fishing industry held its first ever Clatsop 

Commercial Fisheries Tour in Astoria May 31.
The tour, organized by Oregon Sea Grant, took visitors through 

several seafood processing plants and boatbuilding businesses in 
Astoria: Pacific Coast Seafood, Da Yang Seafood, J&H Boatworks, 
and WCT Marine & Construction. The tour also included presenta-
tions by fishermen about the Dungeness and groundfish fisheries.

Overall, the outlook for the fishing industry is positive, speakers 
said, but they admitted there are many challenges facing the industry.

In Clatsop County, recruitment has been a big issue, said both 
fishermen and processors. And as always, the industry has to 
weather a slew of regulations, changing ocean conditions, and 
shifting local and international markets.

Organizers hope the tour will become an annual event, giving 
attendees a snapshot of what the fishing industry looks like 
throughout the county.

      
Plant opens: Pacific Seafood Group on June 1 opened its newly 

acquired surimi processing plant on Newport’s waterfront.
The opening came in time for the whiting season.
“We’re thrilled to be able to start operations,” said company 

spokesman Dan Occhipinti. “We made a 
commitment to Newport fishermen to keep 
this facility open.”

Pacific Seafood acquired the plant from 
Trident Seafoods. Pacific said Trident had 
planned to close the plant after years of 
financial losses.

“Pacific Seafood agreed to acquire, retro-
fit, and operate the facility in time for the 
2017 season, but only if fishermen, the com-
munity, and the Oregon Department of Jus-
tice agreed,” Pacific said.

Katie Frankowicz reports from Astoria, Ore.
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SOUTHERN CLIMES by DANIEL MINTZ 

Legislators ask, ‘Where have all the salmon gone?’

 m Facebook Photo Contest m
Check out the event on Pacific Fishing Magazine’s  

Facebook page for more details.

www.facebook.com/PacificFishing

New reality: Calls for disaster relief are already being made 
for California’s Chinook salmon season, and a scarcity of fish 
may indicate a “new reality” brought on by climate change and  
water diversion.

This year’s wipeout of a season compounds the disappointment 
experienced last year.

Accordingly, a May 24 statehouse hearing held by the Joint 
Committee on Fisheries and Aquaculture reflected the alarming 
theme of its title: “Where have all the salmon gone?”

“I think we can all agree that California is facing a new reality,” 
said state Sen. Mike McGuire, the joint committee’s chairman. He 
noted that a recent report by scientists from the University of Cali-
fornia, Davis concludes that 52 percent of the state’s salmon species 
are at risk of becoming extinct within 50 years and 74 percent are 
likely to become extinct within 100 years.

McGuire related that at a previous hearing, a researcher told leg-
islators that the state could be dealing with the “new reality” of 
warm ocean temperatures and other effects of climate change.

Asked about the likelihood of 
that, Mike O’Farrell, a research 
biologist with the National Marine 
Fisheries Service, said “there are cli-
mate change scenarios that suggest 
that we will see a relatively rapid 
increase in ocean temperatures off 
the California coast beginning in the relatively near future – the 
next 20 years or so.”

McGuire followed up by asking O’Farrell to reflect on what he’s 
observed as an NMFS biologist.

“In the nine years or so that I’ve been with (NMFS), we’ve gone 
through two major salmon disasters,” O’Farrell replied, adding that 
“now it looks like we’re headed into a very difficult time, which 
we’re in the midst of now – I think that’s somewhat unprecedented.”

The commercial ocean salmon season began in May but only in 
the Monterey area. During the hearing, fishermen reported mini-
mal catches, with as little as one or two fish per boat being hauled.

July is a crucial month for salmon fishing, but it will be closed 
coastwide, a severe restriction triggered by low runs.

The Klamath Management Zone from southern Oregon to the 
Humboldt South Jetty is closed for the entire season. The Klamath 
River fall run is expected to hit an all-time low of 12,000 fish.

“People are going to be losing their boats this year,” said Dave 
Bitts, a Eureka fisherman who is president of the Pacific Coast 
Federation of Fishermen’s Associations. He 
added that young fishermen “have a whole 
complex of expenses that geezers like me 
no longer face, and I’m really worried that 
we’re going to lose those people who are the 
future of the fishery.”

Continued hardship is expected to last at 
least until 2019, when the salmon brood – 
aided by this year’s winter and early spring 
rains – return to the Sacramento and Klam-
ath river systems.

Marci Yaremko, the state Department 
of Fish and Wildlife representative on the 
Pacific Fishery Management Council, told 
the committee that “the pessimistic situa-
tion with regard to ocean fishing opportuni-

ties off California is unlikely to turn around 
quickly” and “things are going to get worse 
before they get better.”

      
Third strike for sardines: The state’s com-

mercial sardine season would have started July 1, but biomass esti-
mates fell well under a 150,000-metric-ton threshold required to 
allow fishing. The season is closed for a third straight year, with the 
depressed sardine population believed to be another casualty of 
warm water and other environmental conditions.

But there’s cause for some optimism – surveys done in the 
last two years have shown increases in juvenile sardines off the 
California coast, suggesting that adult sardine populations could 
rise in coming years.

      
Port outreach: The law that defines fisheries management in 

federal waters – the Magnuson-Stevens Act (MSA) – is overdue for 
congressional reauthorization. As the MSA renewal process contin-

ues, fishermen are being encouraged 
to let lawmakers know what they 
want out of it.

To that end, retired Eureka fisher-
man Bob Borck is doing port-to-port 
outreach. He’s a consultant for the 
Marine Fish Conservation Network, 

which is organizing port meetings in collaboration with the Pacific 
Coast Federation of Fishermen’s Associations.

The goal is to get fishermen to talk about their views on fisheries 
and how the MSA should evolve.

“I’m going to ask them, ‘What do you guys want to see in it? 
How do you want it to protect you and your fisheries?’” Borck said.

Consolidation of the fishing fleet and increasingly challenging 
conditions for startup fishermen are two concerns that Borck 
flagged. His work focuses on narrowing the distance between 
fishermen and the policymakers who shape their industry.

“While we’re in this window period of waiting for the next 
reauthorization, fishermen have the opportunity to give input and 
go to their legislators and tell them, ‘This is the reality in my port. 
This is how life is for real fishermen,’” he said.

The port meetings are happening now, and anyone interested in 
finding out about them or offering commentary can contact Borck 
by email at bob@ifrfish.org.

Daniel Mintz reports from Eureka, Calif.

‘People are going to be losing their boats 
this year,’ said Dave Bitts, a Eureka fisher-
man who is president of the Pacific Coast 
Federation of Fishermen’s Associations.
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conversions and new construction, Foss 

Maritime’s two full-service shipyards keep 

your fleet moving forward.

“What's New” is a service of Pacific Fishing's Advertising Department.   
Contact John Nordahl at (206) 775-6286 or johnn@pacificfishing.com for more information.

What’s New

Theresa Mathews receives national recognition 
through the INDEPENDENT PRESS AWARD®!

Pacific Northwest -- The INDEPENDENT PRESS 
AWARD recognized Fishing With Hyenas by 
Theresa Mathews in the category of memoir 
as a distinguished favorite.

The competition is judged by experts from 
all aspects of the book industry, including 

publishers, writers, editors, book cover designers and professional 
copywriters. They select award Winners and Distinguished Favorites 
based on overall excellence.

“In 2017, we had worldwide participation, from London to Australia, from 
Portugal to Hong Kong, and are so proud to announce the winners and favorites in 
our annual INDEPENDENT PRESS AWARD.  Independent publishing is alive and well, 
and continues to gain traction worldwide,” said awards sponsor Gabrielle Olczak.

 For more information please visit: independentpressaward.com

Signed copies of Fishing With Hyenas may be purchased direct from the author, at 
Village Books in Fairhaven, several stores on San Juan Island, and through Amazon.

Theresa Mathews
theresa-mathews.com / theresa@theresa-mathews.com

p: 360-298-1254

Theresa Mathews
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PACIFIC FISHING classifieds

LISTINGS WANTED!!!

IFQ: ALL AREAS
BOATS: ALL KINDS

PERMITS: ALL TYPES  
 

JOIN OUR LIST OF
SATISFIED CUSTOMERS.

CALL TODAY.
 

BUYERS ARE WAITING.

www.permitmaster.com

—IFQ—

NEW LISTINGS DAILY. CALL FOR QUOTES  
OR CHECK OUT OUR COMPLETE LIST  

ON THE WEB — $/F = FISHED

CALL FOR A COMPLETE LIST OF VESSELS FOR SALE
INCLUDING MANY BOAT/PERMIT PACKAGES

Toll Free: 888-588-1001

4315 N. 8th St., Tacoma, WA 98406

  
  

ONLINE @ www.permitmaster.com Email: vessels@permitmaster.com Fax: 360-293-4180

IFQs • VESSELS • PERMITS
E X C E P T I O N A L  F U L L  S E R V I C E  B R O K E R A G E

— PERMITS —

THE PERMIT MASTER

HERRING
SITKA SEINE ...................................WANTED
PWS SEINE .......................................... $21K
COOK INLET SEINE ............................... $11K
KODIAK SEINE ...................................... $21K
SE GILLNET PKG .................................. $12K
KODIAK GILLNET .................................... $5K
NORTON SOUND .................................... $2k
HOONAH POUND .....................................N/A
CRAIG POUND ...................................... $25K
PWS POUND ...........................................N/A
SALMON 
S.E. DRIFT ............................................ $90K
PWS DRIFT ........................................ $170K
COOK INLET DRIFT ..................................N/A
COOK INLET SET ...........................$50K/PKG
AREA M SEINE  .................................... $60K
AREA M DRIFT ................................... $108K
AREA M SET ...........................................N/A
BBAY DRIFT ....................................... $135K
BBAY SET............................................. $45K
SE SEINE ........................................... $220K
PWS SEINE ........................................ $160K
COOK INLET SEINE ............................... $87K
KODIAK SEINE ...................................... $42K

CHIGNIK SEINE ................................... $230K
AREA M SEINE ..................................... $60K
POWER TROLL ................................WANTED
HAND TROLL ...................................WANTED
PUGET SOUND DRIFT ........................... $19K
PUGET SOUND SEINE .............. $160K W/NET
SHELLFISH
SE DUNGY 300 POT ........................WANTED
SE DUNGY 225 POT ............................. $55K
SE DUNGY 150 POT ........................WANTED
SE DUNGY 75 POT ..........................WANTED
SE POT SHRIMP ................................... $22K
KODIAK TANNER <60’ .......................... $28K
OR DUNGY 58’/500 POT ..................WANTED
OR DUNGY 58’/300 POT ..................... $144K
OR DUNGY 46’300 POT ........................ $84K
WA DUNGY 58’/500 POT .................WANTED
DIVE
SE GEODUCK ........................... MAKE OFFER
SE CUCUMBER ..................................... $28K
MISC.
CHATHAM BLACKCOD .......................... CALL
CAIFORNIA CUCUMBER ........................ $20K
CAL DUNGY 46’/350 POT ................... $215K
CAL LOBSTER .................................... $120K

EXCEPTIONAL “FULL” SERVICE
BROKERAGE SAMPLES

ANY# “B/C” SE BCOD BLK/UNBLKD @ WANTED
2,200# “C” WY BCOD BLKD @ $25

ANY# “B/C” WY BCOD BLK/UNBLKD @ WANTED
ANY# “B/C” CG BCOD BLK/UNBLKD @ WANTED

3500# “C CG BCOD BLKD@ $22
7,000# “B” AI BCOD BLKD @ $3

75,000# “B” AI BCOD UNBLKD @ $3.10
18,000# “B” BS BCOD UNBLKD @ $5

ANY# “B/C/D” 2C HALIBUT BLKD/UNBLKD @ WANTED
4800# “C” 2C HALIBUT BLKD @ $70

1500# “C” 2C HALIBUT AVAL CH/LSE @ $7
ANY# “B/C” 3A HALIBUT UN/BLKD @ WANTED

1000# “C” 3A HALIBUT BLKD @ $52
2600# “C” 3A HALIBUT BLKD @$57
1100# “D” 3A HALIBUT BLKD@ $53

ANY# “B/C” 3B HALIBUT UNBLKD @ WANTED
2,900# “C” 4A HALIBUT BLKD @ $25

P2234M – 36’ FIBERGLASS COMBO, RIGGED FOR CRAB 
AND GILLNET, GMC MAIN, TWIN DISC GEAR, 300 FATHOM 
REEL WITH NEW TWISTER IN 2015, LEVELWIND, ARTICU-
LATING DAVIT W/15” NORTHWESTERN BLOCK, PETRZELKA 
LEAD SLINGER. FURUNO RADAR AND SOUNDER, COMNAV 
PILOT. PUGET SOUND AND SE GEAR AND PERMITS AVAIL-
ABLE W/BOAT. BOAT ONLY, REDUCED TO $120K.

P2177M – 27’ ALUMINUM COMBO RIGGED FOR CRAB, 
CAN 6 PACK CHARTER, TWIN 225HP HONDAS GIVE EASY 
25 KNOT CRUISE, 40 WOT, POWER PACK, ARTICULATING 
CRAB DAVIT, FULL ELECTRONICS, GALVANIZED TRAILER. 
REDUCED TO $92.9K FOR COMPLETE PACKAGE.

P2184M – 33’ ROBERTS TOPHOUSE CRABBER, PERKINS 
MAIN, BORG WARNER GEAR. LOTS OF ROOM ON DECK, 
COMPLETE ELECTRONICS. READY TO GO FOR FALL. 
REDUCED TO $70K.

P2299M – 1989 43 X 14.5 SKOOKUM COMB PKG, SET UP 
FOR CRAB, SEINE, TROLL. 6076 JOHN DEERE 300HP WITH 
TWIN DISC. PTO OFF FRONT W/PITTS CLUTCH. 800 FUEL. 
14K OF CRAB IN 2 TANKED HOLDS. VMS ELECTRONICS. 
FURUNO RADAR, SOUNDER, AND GPS. COM-NAV PILOT. 
GLOBE LAPTOP PLOTTER. CAL DUNGY 46/250 PERMIT 
AND ALL THE GEAR. ASKING $375K.

P2304M – 42’ X 12’6” WAHL FREEZER TROLLER, 
GARDNER MAIN, KUBOTA AUX. COMPLETE ELECTRONICS. 
ASKING $120K.

P2289M – 28 X 10 CUSTOM CRABBER, 1200 HOURS ON 
250HP HONDA, 13HP REMOTE START POWERPACK. NEW 
FLUSH DECK AND TANKS LAST SUMMER. CRAB BLOCK 
ON ARTICULATING DAVIT, COILER. FURUNO SOUNDER, 
RAYTHEON RADAR/PLOTTER. ASKING $65K W/TRAILER.

P2276M – 25’ X 8.5’ ALUMINUM CRABBER BUILT IN 
2010, YAMAHA 250 MAIN, HONDA POWERPACK FOR 
HYDRAULICS, CRAB BLOCK ON ARTICULATING DAVIT. RAY 
MARINE RADAR, SOUNDER, GPS COMBO. READY FOR 
CRABBING. ASKING $79K. CUMMINS KTA 19M3 MAIN, 
TWIN DISC 5:1 GEAR, JOHN DEERE 50KW AND 27KW.

P2295M – 32 X 10 FIBERGLASS CRABBER, ISUZU 6BB1 
MAIN, RIGGED FOR CRAB, 100 POTS, 4 FREEZERS. TURN 
KEY WITH PUGET SOUND CRAB PERMIT $190K.



 WWW.PACIFICFISHING.COM £ JULY 2017 £ PACIFICFISHING £ 27

PACIFIC FISHING  classifieds
Boats/Permits/IFQs

Alaska Boats & Permits, Inc.

www.alaskaboat.com
alaskaboats@gmail.com

Homer, Alaska

IFQs • PERMITS • VESSELS
FULL SERVICE MARINE BROKERAGE

(800) 992-4960 • (907) 235-4966

Your
trusted
source.

Here to Help You Grow

We support fisheries and agriculture with 
reliable, consistent credit and financial 
services, today and tomorrow.

· Vessels

·  Quotas 

· Operating Lines of Credit

· Residential and Lot Loans

· Young and Beginning Fishermen

206.691.2000 | northwestfcs.com/fisheries

AVAILABLE TO HARVEST YOUR IFQS!

Contact Norman @ 509-675-0304 or alaskanorm@centurylink.net

We deliver quality product!
F/V Sherrie Marie, 61’ Steel long-
liner, available for hired skipper and 
walk-ons. 30+ years experience 
in fishery. Excellent, fully equipped 
boat, seasoned professional crew 
with HIGH QUALITY standards. 
All fish is delivered bled and iced. 
Competitive rates and references.
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PACIFIC FISHING  classifieds

I am looking to buy live Pacific Rock Crab, for up 
to $1.80 a pound, also interested in Spider Crab, 
and Sable fish. For more information, please call 
or text Stuart Steinberg at (408) 602-6850. I 
go  back over 15 years with the fishermen I am 
buying from now. Check it out.

FOR SALE
California Lobster business for sale. 30 ft cus-
tom fiberglass Vega hull. New John Deere 
6068 diesel, 850hrs. 1000#  live well, fish 
hole,excellent electronics’s, including California 
Lobster permit &  275 traps. $220,000. Contact 
email, text, or phone. larrycronin58@gmail or 
18057660838

Boats/Permits/IFQs

FOR SALE
49' Troller, low time  
Cummins, large hold with  
new slush tank, all gear.  
Pool insured for $100k.  
Best offer. Turnkey boat,  
sleeps 5 in 2 compartments.  
(360) 808-1966.  
popesurvey@aol.com

Summer Savings!

Looking Back: Inventing the king crab fishery

THE BUSINESS MAGAZINE FOR FISHERMEN n JULY 2017

www.pacificfishing.com

• How to pick a propeller• California salmon woes

 Engine 
troubleshooting

US $2.95/CAN. $3.95

63
12

6

BUY A SUBSCRIPTION TODAY AND SAVE  
10% OFF OUR NORMAL RATE.
Have Pacific Fishing delivered directly to you  
every month.
Use promo code PF-17SU when purchasing online,  
by mail or over the phone.

Subscribe online at www.pacificfishing.com/ 
subscribe.html or call us at  
(206) 324-5644 x221.

Post your commercial fishing photo to the Pacific Fishing magazine Facebook page/event with the description "2017 Photo Contest." A winner will be picked 
each month by our graphic department. Winners will receive a Pacific Fishing hat and their photo will be published in the next issue of the magazine. www.facebook.com/PacificFishing

1 Take a great commercial 
fishing-related photo 2 Post it to the Pacific Fishing Facebook page/event 

with the description “2017 Photo Contest.” 3 Get published in the next issue of Pacific Fishing - 
plus win a free Pacific Fishing hat!

Monthly photo contest
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The F/V Morgan  
is ready to fish 

your IFQs!
The F/V Morgan is a 32' Delta, available 
to fish all classes of quota in all areas. 
It’s a like-new, fully-equipped, clean, 
and comfortable boat. Professional 
crew with 15+ years experience in 
the fishery. Flexible schedule and 
competitive rates. No #2s, best prices. 
For more information, contact 
Jonathan Pavlik  •  (907) 314-0714 Cell  •  (907) 784-3032 Home

FOR SALE
Lightboat for sale with permit boat is also a 
solid fiberglass Coast Guard certified charter 
boat priced to sell. $750,000 dollars. Call Don. 
(949) 279-9369.

FOR SALE
Awesome 38 foot 2014 Lobster boat with 
California Lobster permit. $375,000.00 dollars. 
Rigged and ready to fish. Holds 100 lobster 
traps on deck. Call Don. (949) 279-9369.

FOR SALE
Have several California lobster permits for  
sale. Some with traps. Priced to sell. Call Don 
Brockman. (949) 279-9369.

FOR HIRE
California Purse Seiner with squid permit.  
Holds 80 tons of RSW of squid. Priced to 
sell quickly. $2.6 million includes skif f, 
squid permit and net for fishing. Call Don.  
(949) 279-9369.

FOR SALE
Have two California light-market Brail Boat 
licenses for sale. Call Don. (949) 279-9369. 
Prices reduced to $250,000 U.S. dollars.

FOR SALE
54-ton California market squid purse permit. 
Never been upgraded. Priced to sell quickly. $1.1 
million. Call Don. (949) 279-9369.

WANTED
California near-shore permit needed. Right away! 
Buyer will pay $50,000. Has secured other permit. 
Please call Don. (949) 279-9369.

CALIFORNIA SQUID PERMIT
Transferable brail / light boat permit, good to  
approximately 45 feet and 25 tons. Contact:  
jigstrike @outlook.com

Pacific Fishing July ‘17

(206)789-5101
(800)683-0297

See all our listings at www.dockstreetbrokers.com.

Dock Street Brokers

Selling your boat?
Low 5% Commission
Non-Exclusive Listing  

You retain the right 
to sell your own vessel.
Call today (800) 683-0297

HALIBUT IFQ
3A-C-B:       970 lbs ...........asking $52.00
3A-C-B:    2,800 lbs ...........asking $57.00
3A-C-B:    1,270 lbs ...........asking $56.00
3A-D-B:    1,200 lbs ...........asking $51.00
3B-B-B:    4,000 lbs ...........asking $45.00
4D-B-U:  25,000 lbs...........asking $20.00
4D-B-B:    5,000 lbs...........asking $18.00

SABLEFISH IFQ
AI-B-U:   85,000 lbs  .............   asking $3.10
AI-C-B:       5,000 lbs  ...........make an offer
CG-C-U:   24,500 lbs  ...........asking $25.00
CG-C-B:         6,000 lbs ...........asking $23.00

SP17-009  38’x12’ fg sternpicker 
built by Wegley and finished by 
Rozema in 1995.  Volvo TAMD 
122P rated at 600 hp, low hrs.  IMS/
Anderson 7.5 ton hydraulically 
driven RSW system.  Chills 16k lbs.   
5’x5’ Rozema sliding reel w/ Twister 
drive.  Kolstrand levelwind and 6” 
power roller.  Includes area M gillnet 
operation.  Permit available.  Call for 
complete list of details and a survey.  
Asking $265,000.

CO17-008  50’x15.9’ steel 
combination crab/tuna/troller, built 
1968.  480 hp Cummins N14. Isuzu 
40 kW aux.  10 ton spray brine 
system, pack 30 tons tuna.  (4) bait 
wells.  Salmon and tuna gurdies, 
crab block, davit and (250) rigged 
38” pots.  Full electronics package.  
Permits include CA 350 pot crab, CA 
& OR salmon and swordfish permit 
w/ new net.  Call for complete list 
and survey.  Asking $510,000.

BB17-021  32’x15.5’x33” alum 
enclosed tophouse Bay boat, built 
in 2011 by Baycraft. C9 Cat rated 
at 567 hp, does 19 kts. ZF 2.2:1 
gear. Packs 20,000+# with 10 ton 
IMS RSW system, air void fish 
hold insulation. 10” bow thruster. 
Garmin GPS, radar, plotter, sounder, 
ComNav autopilot, and VHF. Asking 
$480,000.

PS17-001 42’x14’x5.3’ fg passenger 
vessel rigged as dive boat, built in 
1970 by Rawson. Detroit 8v71 main, 
rated at 186 hp. Twin Disc MG509 
w/ 1.45:1 ratio. Bow thruster. Fish 
hold capacity of 4,000 lbs. Aluminum 
boom w/ electric winch. Electronics 
include Furuno GPS navigator, (2) 
VHF, radar, sounder, and inverter.  
Asking $155,000. 

HOMER
MARINE
TRADES
ASSOCIATION

WWW.HOMERMARINETRADES.COM

Choose
 Homer for
  Your Boat
   Work

Homer
59 36'02oN
151 24'34oW
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Thieving orcas continued from Page 6
about the degradation of the halibut resource and underre-
ported harvest due to orcas taking our fish, unobserved fac-
tory longliner halibut bycatch, and also fish that don’t make 
it off the bottom.

During the spring through the middle of June, halibut 
school up in certain depth curves along the edge of the 
continental shelf and in a few canyons. Pots would be a 
perfect way to harvest halibut at this time of year. I don’t 
think pots will harvest as many of the “large” halibut, 
fish over 100 pounds helping to rebuild our stocks. Using 

pots would also greatly reduce if not totally eliminate the 
incidental catch of all rockfish. I have never caught a rockfish 
in a sablefish pot and have hauled thousands of those pots.

I implore you to alter the rules to allow halibut to be 
retained if caught in a sablefish pot in the Bering Sea. When 
we were allowed to use pots for sablefish it changed that 
fishery completely and I think the same can be accomplished 
with halibut retention. Pots are an ecologically friendly, more 
efficient way to catch certain bottom fish.

Sincerely, Robert Hanson  

A seafood shop in Knoxville, Tenn., advertises Copper River king salmon. Wesley Loy photo

BBRSDA report assesses the 
sockeye situation

The spring sockeye market analysis from the Bristol Bay 
Regional Seafood Development Association offered a wealth of 
insights. Here’s a sampler:

• The combined sockeye forecast for Alaska and Russia is 
down 18 percent, or approximately 71 million pounds. Sockeye 
production from other fisheries, including Canada’s Fraser River, 
is expected to be minimal in 2017.

• Farmed Atlantic salmon production declined by an estimated 
10 percent in 2016, the largest decrease in supply in decades.

• Anecdotal reports suggest inventories are virtually bare 
heading into the new season.

• At least one major canned processor will not operate its 
canning lines in Bristol Bay this year, and canned production is 
expected to be minimal overall in 2017.

• Although the base price was 75 cents per pound last year, 
many Bristol Bay fishermen received $1.05 or more via quality and 
production bonuses.

– BBRSDA



YOUR PASSION: 
harvesting Alaska’s wild 

seafood. 

OUR MISSION: 
making sure the 

world demands it.

While you spend time working on 
your boats and gear to prepare for 
the season ahead, we are also looking 
beyond the horizon, developing new 
markets and maintaining relationships 
with your customers in the U.S. 
and overseas.

Building global demand for Alaska 
seafood sustains fishing families and 
communities for generations. The 
Alaska Seafood Marketing Institute 
team is proud to be on deck with you.  

www.alaskaseafood.org

PULLING 
TOGETHER



Flexible Solutions.
Solid Support.

British Columbia/Alberta/Washington: Tony Thomas (425) 277-5330
Oregon/Alaska: Mike Fourtner (360) 742-2864
California/Hawaii: Tom O’Connor (510) 347-6614

salesandservice.cummins.com

Cummins offers a full range of EPA Tier 3 propulsion and auxiliary solutions from 6.7 to 60 
liters. Cummins Tier 3 product line applies advanced combustion technology to reduce 
emissions in-cylinder without the need for aftertreatment and will serve as the platform for 
future, more stringent emissions in the U.S. and globally. These engines run cleaner and 
stronger with exceptional dependability and durability.

Let our marine professionals help navigate you and improve your bottom line.

Vessel: Bravo II
Built by Armstrong Marine, Inc.
Twin Cummins Marine QSB6.7 engines


