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Drive through the dusty southeast corner of Oregon and into Idaho or 
Nevada and you’ll run across a tiny, fly-speck diner that sells bacalhau. It’s cod 
in tomato sauce. It’s very likely your cod, and how it got in a place better suited 
to steak is a long distance and a longer history.

The dry, inland Northwest grew up as range country. Cattle barons like Pete 
French and Ben Snipes controlled empires of waving bunchgrass. Perfect for 
grazing huge herds. They also brought in cowboys from Mexico because the 
Americans, even from Texas, weren’t worth a damn.

But the cattle barons pushed the grass too hard and pretty much killed 
it. They moved on, and the sheepmen found their flocks could nibble the  
weakened bunchgrass even closer to the ground. The big men brought in newly 
arrived Irishmen as shepherds. 

It was lonesome work, isolated under miles of sky: just a man, three dogs, 
and 500 sheep. The Irish (and other immigrant) herders soon found more  
salubrious work. The sheep moguls needed replacements.

One hit upon Basque shepherds. They herded sheep on the lonely mountain 
shoulders on the borders of France, Spain, and Portugal, and they were willing 
to work for cheap, as long as salt cod — or bacalhau — was available. The cod 
was caught traditionally in the North Atlantic, salted, and sailed home, ready 
for the kichen.

The first half of the 20th century was filled with shepherd paychecks going 
to the Old Country and new shepherds arriving in places like Burns, Ore., and 
Twin Falls, Idaho.

For a brief moment, the world price of wool was set in central Oregon, which 
had one of the closest rail links to the world for sheepmen. That’s where I ran 
across them while growing up.

Driving out into the maze of dirt roads covering the sagebrush and  
juniper on a winter Sunday, you’d most likely run into a sheepherder  
camped in what looked like a Conestoga wagon with rubber tires, surrounded 
by 500 sheep, closely attended by dogs, all waiting for lambing and a visit to 
the sheering sheds.

The men dressed like western movie tinhorns because it was Sunday, special 
to these men from Catholic countries. 

Occasionally, you’d be asked to eat dinner. Always corn chowder, with 
chunks of mutton swimming in yellow fat, for me. Maybe true bacalhau was 
too precious to waste on a kid.

The dogs crowded at the door to the wagon, all eyes on the herder, and the 
herder played his part of the bargain: Setting down the bowls for the dogs to 
lick “clean.”

After a few of these men asked at restaurants about bacalhau, the owners 
got the message and began to get dried cod from importers back East. The fish 
arrived just as it does now — dried and salted, kind of like lutefisk, but with 
one extra preservation step.

Most likely, that cod was caught by you in the Bering Sea and frozen on 
board. Transshipped in Alaska and finally delivered frozen to Portugal. There, 
they thaw the fish so they can preserve it again — this time salted. 

The once-frozen, now-salted fish is exported and finally wends its way to 
eastern Oregon and home with canned tomatoes and onions. You can even find 
it in chi-chi dining pavilions in Portland.

So, when you’re selling fish, don’t forget powerful cultural and religious 
customs, the kind of which poor sheepherders got cod sent 10,000 miles and 
through a preservation process first used 1,000 years ago.

Don McManman has edited Pacific Fishing for eight years.
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Keeping upYoUr BUSINESS

It’s FRee! It’s dAILY!*
It’s the best commercial fishing news digest 
available in the North Pacific. Here’s some of 
what you missed by not reading Fish Wrap.

*FishWrap

*You can subscribe to Fish Wrap by sending an email to circulation@nwpublishingcenter.com. Write your first 
name, your last name, and the words “Fish Wrap.” Do it now, before you go another month without Fish Wrap.

Report: U.S. climate change: A report by the National Climate 
Assessment lists concerns for the Northeast because of climate 
change including more days over 90 degrees, increased cases of 
Lyme disease and West Nile virus, changes to commercial fishing 
areas, and coastal erosion. – Minneapolis StarTribune

Climate change affects Alaska fish: An update on the impact 
of climate change released by the Obama Administration confirms 
that climate change is affecting us now, and very significantly, in 
Alaska’s marine fisheries. – Margaret Bowman, reporting in the  
Cordova Times

Bristol Bay decision probed: The EPA’s Inspector General’s 
Office announced it would launch an investigation into the agency’s 
actions surrounding the study of the Bristol Bay watershed and the 
steps taken toward issuing a preemptive veto of the Pebble Mine. 
– KDLG, Dillingham

Shipping Dungeness to China: The crab variety has become 
hugely popular in high-end Shanghai restaurants, leading most 
crab buyers in Vancouver to ship to China rather than sell locally. 
– CBC, Vancouver, B.C.

Yukon River closed to all: The Alaska Department of Fish and 
Game announced they are closing the river to king sport fishing 
effective May 12 and have plans to close the subsistence fisheries as 
the fish arrive in each district. – Anchorage Daily News

$25 a pound salmon: Markets across San Francisco are generally 
selling California king, or Chinook, for about $25 a pound for fillets 
— a stiff price to pay but one that could fall as the novelty of the 
local catch wears off and more fish arrive. – San Francisco Chronicle

B.C. tribe bans boats: Frustrated with the federal Department 
of Fisheries and Oceans’ “mismanagement” and failure to recognize 
mandated aboriginal fishing rights, the Stz’uminus First Nation has 
vowed to ban boat traffic from a wide swath of water off the east 
coast of Vancouver Island. – Cowichan Valley Citizen

Togiak herring still swimming: Commercial fishermen  
participating in the ongoing Togiak sac-roe herring fishery still have 
a lot of fish to catch if they are going to approach this year’s quota.  
– KDLG, Dillingham

Billy Frank dies: Billy Frank Jr., a tribal fisherman who led the 
“fish wars” that restored fishing rights and helped preserve a way 
of life for American Indians in the Northwest four decades ago, died 
at 83. – ABC News

Cod stocks vary: The North East Arctic cod stock is currently 
booming and provides much of the cod consumed in the UK, 
while the Northwest Atlantic cod fishery, which collapsed 20 years 
ago, has not yet recovered, and several other cod stocks remain at 
historically low levels. – The Conversation, Australia

No tsunami threat: A strong 6.0 magnitude earthquake shook 
buildings in the Japanese capital, Tokyo, early Monday, slightly 

injuring 17 people, but officials stressed there was no risk of a  
tsunami. – The China Post

Who’s fighting acidification? In July 2012, a commercial  
fishing charter called Ocean Pearl motored through the frigid 
waters of the North Pacific. – Pacific Standard

NOAA ships ready for work: NOAA ships, small boats, and 
hydrographic services contractors will be surveying more than 
2,000 square nautical miles in U.S. coastal waters this year.  
– World Fishing News

Troopers aim at Inlet setnetters: An unpublicized, end-of-
session addition to the state capital projects bill for fiscal year 2015 
gives the Alaska Wildlife Troopers $175,000 they never asked for to 
conduct “enforcement activities relating to” salmon returning to the 
Kenai and Kasilof rivers and Upper Cook Inlet setnet fisheries on the 
Kenai Peninsula shoreline. – Alaska Journal of Commerce

CG on Bristol Bay: A representative with the U.S. Coast Guard 
flew into Dillingham last week to brief commercial fishermen about 
what to expect this season. – KDLG, Dillingham

New group in Inlet fight: The group submitted an amicus 
brief, or friend of the court brief, in support of the state of Alaska’s  
position opposing the proposed setnet ban initiative, and while the 
judge accepted that brief, she denied the group’s request to gain 
intervener status in an April 18 motion. – Homer News

Tuna fishermen groups merger: American Albacore  
Fishing Association (AAFA) and Western Fishboat Owners  
Association (WFOA) today announced the merging of their  
individual Marine Stewardship Council (MSC) fishery certifications. 
– Western Fishboat Owners Association

Japan’s shrinking society: The population will drop below 
100 million in 2048 and below 50 million in the 22nd century.  
– AsiaNews.Net

Demand growth in China: Discussion of the fast food market 
has been dominated by one thing in recent months: the battle-
ground of the breakfast market. However, given Yum Brands’ and 
McDonald’s first-quarter earnings reports, it may be time to pay a 
little more attention to China. – Entrepreneur

Bristol Bay boundary confusion: The so-called “Boundary 
Line” can be confusing to fishermen. – KDLG, Dillingham

Too much bycatch: What percentage of all the marine life 
caught by industrial fishing operations ends up on our plate?  
Ninety percent? Seventy-five? Fifty? Not even close. Try just 10  
percent. – Living Green magazine

Building fish ladders: Northwest American tribes and  
Canadian First Nations presented a united front to restore salmon 
above Grand Coulee Dam on the Columbia River and to southern 
Idaho via the Snake River. – Oregon Public Broadcasting

www.deltamarine.com   206.763.2383  delta@deltamarine.com

THE WORLD’S FINEST ALL-FIBERGLASS FISHING VESSEL IS BACK 
RISING SUN is the third 58-foot wide body commercial fishing vessel recently delivered by Delta. Built to work in the extreme conditions 

of the Alaskan waters, this extraordinary vessel combines seaworthiness, efficiency, maximum capacity, and generous crew comfort in a 

design beloved as an example of one of the finest fishing vessels of its size ever made. Delta is proud to be manufacturing this series again 

and is ready to begin construction of hull number four. Please contact us for more information or to set up an appointment to visit our 

facilities in Seattle and see the vessels under construction. 
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by DOUG MOHNEY

D elivering Internet services to any type 
of moving vessel has never been cheap 
or easy, with challenges increasing 

as any craft moves steadily northward out of  
“traditional” satellite range. New satellite services 
starting operation over the next few years will 
offer faster speeds in combination with lower cost 
and potentially simpler equipment. 

“There’s really exciting news coming up for 
users in the [maritime] community,” said Paul 
Comyns, vice president of Global Marketing 
for Intellian, a manufacturer of marine satellite  
antennas. “Ka-band offers much higher speeds, 
with service available in 1-meter and 60- 
centimeter-sized antennas.” That’s 39 inches 
down to 23 inches.

This article discusses the general characteristics 
of different types of satellite broadband services 
and a snapshot of who is offering what. All of the 
services described below are available through 
third-party resellers to the maritime community, 
since most service operators prefer to stick to 
the business of operating satellites rather than  
getting involved in direct sales to individuals or 
fleet operators. 

Stationary satellites: Most satellite broad-
band services today are built around the premise 
of using a geostationary (GEO) — always in 
the same spot, above the earth at the equator —  
satellite as a relay station for communications. 
Broadband speeds can range from roughly 144 
Kbps (kilobytes per second) to tens of Mbps 
(megabits per second) under ideal conditions. 

The further distant from the equator, the more 
challenging it becomes to use a GEO service.  
Distances start to accumulate the closer you move 
to the poles, with less visibility to see the satellite. 
Larger dishes and more sophisticated tracking 
mounts become necessary as latitude increases. 
The signal ultimately fades away. 

Another point to be aware of is the speed-of-
light delays involved in using a GEO service. A 

continued on page 8

The ONGOING  
evolution of maritime 

SATELLITE BROADBAND
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are lower in part because the company’s 
satellites “fly” closer to the earth at a  
distance of a couple of hundred miles. Less 
power is needed to transmit and move 
information around.

Band stand: Satellite broadband services 
operate in different radio frequency bands. 
C-band , L-band, and Ku-band are current-
ly the most popular choices, with Ka-band 
the next big thing coming into opera-
tion. Ka-band provides advantages over 
older services: much higher data rates and  
better coverage at higher latitudes through 
the use of directed “spot beam” antennas. 
A number of Ka-band spot beams can be 
focused across a specific area on earth to 
provide improved coverage as compared to 

GEO L or Ku services. Resellers are already 
offering “future proof” hardware packages 
to enable vessel owners to install Ku-band 
hardware now, with the option to swap  
in Ka-band. 

Putting a satellite broadband service 
onboard a ship is relatively straightforward, 
but also specialized. Depending on service 
type and data speeds, antenna installations 
can vary from relatively compact 60-centi-
meter-diameter mushroom-shaped devices 
to 1 meter and larger domes with stabi-
lized dishes inside weighing in at several  
hundred pounds. 

“Intellian uses a system of tracking the 
signal strength of the satellite rather than 
external gyros or references” to keep its 
gimbaled, three-axis stabilized antennas 
pointed in the right part of the sky, said 
Comyns of Intellian. 

Bumpy rides: “It’s more reliable than 
external heading sources. We’re constantly 
monitoring and adjusting the angle of the 
dish to track. The ship can be bouncing, 
turning, and the antenna will still stay 
locked onto the satellite, maintaining voice 
and data connections.” 

Satellite gurus use the term “link budget” 
to f igure the proper dish size,  how  
much data you intend to move, and where 

YoUr BUSINESS Staying in touch continued from page 6

Sure, PFDs get in

the way. In the way of

YOU DROWNING.

-Angus Iversen
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Salmon fi shermen have the highest number of man 

overboard fatalities in Alaska. Help change that. 
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Iridium Pilot delivers reliable, high-performance global voice and data 

communications, backed by an industry leading five-year warranty for 

peace of mind — no matter where you are.

Ship Shape

All your maritime communications reporting for duty
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• Reliable pole-to-pole coverage

• Delivering email, Internet, 
 crew communications and more

• Best maritime broadband value

Most satellite broadband ser-
vices today are built around 
the premise of using a geo-
stationary (gEO) — always 
in the same spot, above the 
earth at the equator —  
satellite as a relay station for 
communications.

one-way trip between ship and shore goes 
through 45,000 miles of physical distance, 
plus whatever extra time might be added 
on by network gear and processing. Voice, 
video, and real-time gaming are the biggest 
applications where the lags of GEO services 
become evident.

Lower satellites: However, GEO-based 
satellites aren’t the only solution for basic 
data communications, such as catch reports 
or engine logging. Companies such as  
Iridium and newcomer O3b Networks 
operate large constellations of moving  
satellites in lower orbits to provide expand-
ed global coverage. Such LEO (Low Earth 

Orbit) and MEO (Medium Earth Orbit)  
networks provide advantages and chal-
lenges distinct from a GEO service. Better 
coverage at higher latitudes may be possible 
with less network delay for phone calls and 
data services, but speed of data transmission 
might be potentially lower and/or require 
more specialized satellite antennas to  
communicate with faster moving satellites. 

“All of the Arctic is covered [with  
Iridium],” said Brian Pembleton, director 
of product line management for Iridium. 
“Our price point on gear and air time is 50  
percent less than FleetBroadband.” 

Equipment cost and air time for Iridium 

continued on page 10
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YoUr BUSINESS Staying in touch continued from page 8

FLY KODIAK SHIPYARD

In Kodiak it’s as easy as boarding a plane...
without the security hassle.

Kodiak’s massive lift and slings makes it as 
simple and safe as adjusting your seatbelt. 
Fits boats up to 42 feet wide and 660 tons!

After the flight, Kodiak’s tradesmen can do 
the work, or you can save money and time 
by doing it yourself.

To schedule your flight, please contact an agent at (907) 486-8080. Find more
details and a vendor list at www.kodiakshipyard.com. Some restrictions may apply.

Keeping good crew sometimes requires good communication options.

The ship can be bouncing, turning, and the antenna will still stay locked onto the satellite, 
maintaining voice and data connections.

reception will occur. A good rule of thumb 
for dish size is that the faster data speeds 
you want and the farther north you go, the 
bigger the dish you will need. 

Below decks, the antenna will connect 
into a rack of gear that should include 
some sort of modem for radio frequency 
communications and a gateway/router to 
support an IP (Internet protocol) data net-
work. Other features to look for include 
support for voice over IP (VoIP) phone calls 
and text messages and support for cellular 
GSM (Global System for Mobile Communi-
cations) standard phones on ship — AT&T 
and T-Mobile use the GSM standard for 
their land wireless networks — and the 
ability to receive, cache, and distribute  
content from the satellite feed throughout 
the ship. 

Value: From a value standpoint, I like the 
way service provider KVM bundles its net-
work equipment and value-added services. 

Given the number of maritime satellite 
broadband offerings on the market, the 
“right” solution depends on how much 
broadband you need for business and for 
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A communications satellite carves its way into space.

xtratufboots.com

crew morale purposes within the ability of your budget to pay for 
installation and usage charges. 

L-band services tend to charge by the amount of data transmit-
ted, so if the crew likes to download movies while at sea, this could 
become expensive as monthly data quotes are exceeded. Ku-band 
services, on the other hand, can be billed either on air time or as 
flat rate monthly plans with a committed information rate (CIR) —  
you get up to a maximum amount of data traffic per second for 
receiving and sending. 

The granddaddy of L-band maritime satellite broadband is 
Inmarsat’s FleetBroadband service. Operating in L-band and sold 
through a variety of distributors, FleetBroadband provides data 
rates between 144 Kbps up to 432 Kbps. Basic equipment costs 
can start at $15,000 on up — before installation — while con-
nectivity is typically sold either on a monthly or a flat rate basis.  
Monthly plans are available, starting at roughly $80 a month with 
a 5 MB data bundle — not a whole lot in today’s multimedia email  
world, and certainly not something for videoconferencing or  
movie downloads. 

continued on page 12

Writer Doug Mohney has clocked over 20 years in  
tech between working in real-world businesses  
and writing about them. he has written for such  
publications as Boardwatch, Mobile Radio Technology/ 
Urgent communications, TMcnet, The Inquirer, and 
VON Magazine, covering telecommunications, the 
Internet, and aerospace issues.
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YoUr BUSINESS Staying in touch continued from page 11
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1981-2012
Bering Sea/Aleutian Islands (BSAI) 

Groundfish Catch Limits 
Marine conservation isn’t new to Alaska Seafood. 
In fact, a precautionary approach to setting harvest
levels has been in place for decades. Look at the

BSAI Catch Limits chart and see how the numbers tell the story. Each year
scientists conduct surveys of the available biomass and use this data 
to calculate conservative catch limits – Acceptable Biological Catch (ABC).
Then, fisheries managers go a step further and set harvest quotas –
Total Allowable Catch (TAC) – that never exceeds the sustainable ABC. 
And, with the FAO-Based Responsible Fisheries Management (RFM) 
Certification, you have even more assurance that conserving our oceans 
is anything but trendy to us. Learn more at www.alaskaseafood.org

Alaska didn’t jump on the 
SUSTAINABILITY trend.  

WE STARTED IT.
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An early communications satellite: A balloon launched into space.

Global Xpress (GX) is Inmarsat’s next generation Ka-band  
service. Aimed to compete against Ku-band offerings from others, 
GX will offer speeds of 50 Mbps to 100 Mbps. “L-band will serve 
as a seamless backup if Ka drops out,” said Peter Blackhurst, head 
of Maritime Safety Services for Inmarsat, with L- and Ka-band  
hardware integrated into a single package. 

Pricing for GX services hasn’t been announced, but it is expected 
to be lower than comparable Ku offerings. The first GX satellite 
was launched in December 2013 to provide service over Europe 
and the Middle East, with two more satellites scheduled to go up 

this year to provide worldwide coverage. 
Speaking of Ku-band, KVH mini-VSAT Broadband service uses a 

variety of satellite operators to deliver its service through Ku-band 
and C-band. The company has an integrated end-to-end solution 
with hardware and services. It offers both unrestricted rate and 
fixed rate plans, with unrestricted rate plans offering prioritization 
of network traffic over other users but at the trade of a monthly 
data cap; exceed the plan and you’ll have to pay more per  
gigabyte. Fixed rate plans have no data caps, but there are restric-
tions placed on bandwidth-intensive applications such as streaming 
media and video downloads. Both options are available as seasonal 
plans, with a 50 percent premium on a monthly rate with a $195 
per month charge for idle months. 

Weather: KVH is currently in trials with its IP-MobileCast  
service to broadcast weather information, chart deliveries, licensed 
movies, and other video content. Scheduled for a mid-year  
commercial release, video would be broadcast during satellite idle 
time and stored on a server aboard ship for playback via Wi-Fi or 
Ethernet. “Hundreds” of gigabytes of content per month would 
be delivered outside of normal plan usage, according to the com-
pany’s website, with costs for the service limited to licensing 
rights payment to access content — think of it as a type of pay-per- 
view video. 

If you need near-certain coverage at higher latitudes, Iridium 
uses a constellation of more than 60 fast-moving LEO satellites 
encompassing the globe, including the GEO “dead spots” of the 
North Pole and Antarctica. The company’s OpenPort broadband 
service offers speeds of up to 132 Kbps and support for up to three 
separate voice phone lines. The Pilot hardware lists for around 
$5,000 with a simple 60-centimeter-diameter dish that doesn’t 
require gimbaling or fancy tracking, because multiple satellites are 
always visible overhead. 

If you need more bandwidth via Iridium, upgrades are in  
the pipeline. In 2015, the second-generation Iridium NEXT  
constellation will start to launch. By the time the constellation is 
completed in 2017, OpenPort speeds will go up to 512 Kbps. In 
addition, a new 1.5 Mbps L-band high-speed service will become 
available. If you are shopping for an Iridium solution today, make 
sure the equipment is capable of taking advantage of NEXT’s faster 
speeds when they become available.

Next month: Low-cost, low-speed satellite services can make 
a great impact on your business and even save lives. In Part 2, 
I’ll review the world of portable satellite phones and lower-speed 
data offerings, including Iridium, Globalstar, and SPOT services.  
Prepare for a little geek-speak about Machine to Machine (M2M) and the 
Internet of Things (IoT).   

Service providers & websites –
Inmarsat: www.inmarsat.com

Iridium: www.iridium.com  •  KVH: www.kvh.com

A cheat sheet to satellite broadband services
 Frequency Satellite type Speeds available Example
 L-band GEO 144 Kbps–432 Kbps FleetBroadband
 L-band LEO 9.6 Kbps–132 Kbps Iridium OpenPort*
 Ku-band GEO 128 Kbps–4 Mbps KVM
 Ka-band GEO 128 Kbps–50 Mbps Global Xpress**

* Iridium OpenPort provides better (and sometimes the only) coverage at higher latitudes. Iridium 
NEXT will provide speeds of up to 512K via OpenPort and 1.5 Mbps with a new service, but the full 
constellation won’t be on line until 2017.

** Global Xpress service should be available in the Pacific sometime in 2014-2015, depending on 
when Inmarsat can get its satellite launched.
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Columbia
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Count On Cummins.

Simple. Reliable. Clean.

Cummins offers a full range of EPA Tier 3 propulsion and auxiliary solutions from 6.7 
to 60 liters. Cummins Tier 3 product line applies advanced combustion technology to 
reduce emissions in-cylinder without the need for aftertreatment and will serve as the 
platform for future, more stringent emissions in the US and globally. These engines run 
cleaner and stronger with exceptional dependability and durability. 

YoUr BUSINESS Unmanned aircraft

A small and unassuming unmanned 
aircraft made a short flight in Fairbanks 
that signified a big step in aviation, 
Federal Aviation Administration chief 
Michael Huerta said.

The quad-rotor Aeryon Scout’s flight 
of less than five minutes at the Univer-
sity of Alaska Fairbanks Large Animal 
Research Station officially made the 
Alaska Center for Unmanned Air-
craft Systems Integration the second  
operational unmanned aircraft systems, 
or UAS, test site in the country.

“Alaska is positioned to make great 
contributions to our research of un-
manned aircraft,” Huerta said from Anchorage.  

The FAA recently approved a two-year  
certificate of authorization, or COA, for the Unmanned Aircraft  
Center for Scout flights at the research station. 

In late December, the center’s Pan-Pacific UAS Test Range  
Complex, which also includes sites in Oregon and Hawaii, was 
sanctioned by the FAA as one of six UAS testing grounds across  
the country. 

“This is absolutely a special day for our program and for our  
people who have worked so hard to make this happen — make it a 
reality,” center director Marty Rogers said in Fairbanks.

“We have, and have had for a long time, a very active and  

A small step for a man ... into the air

An Aeryon Scout ready for flight.

science and research unmanned aircraft 
program with over a decade of success-
ful flight operations across Alaska, the 
Lower 48, and internationally, but this, 
the very first flight at any of the UAS test 
sites, is groundbreaking for us because it 
is a visible and tangible event that moves 
us collectively one step closer to safe  
integration of unmanned aircraft into our 
national airspace.”

The test sites are the result of a 2012 
congressional mandate to the FAA to 
develop operating procedures to meld 
UAS and traditional aviation by 2015.

Rogers said the center would work 
with UAF scientists to determine the feasibility of 
using the Scout and other UAS to do what Huerta 

called often “tedious” large animal studies in the wild.
While also symbolic, Monday’s flight at the Large Animal 

Research Station was also used to see how musk ox at the station 
responded to the Scout, Pan-Pacific Range Director Ro Bailey said.

Huerta said the Pan-Pacific Range and other sites would be used 
in coming years to determine safe flight conditions, proper opera-
tor qualifications, support systems and, most importantly, effective 
“sense and avoid” technology for flying among traditional aircraft.

– Alaska Journal of Commerce

The quad-rotor Aeryon Scout’s flight 

Research Station officially made the 

operational unmanned aircraft systems, 
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As you round Point Concepcion after a 
12 hour–long run from Avila with 35 knots 
of northwest wind on your stern, you alter 
course to 90 degrees, due 
east, and within the half hour 
you might sigh as you enter 
the Southern California Bite 
and the Santa Barbara Chan-
nel. The boat stops pitching 
and dancing to the tune of 
10-foot seas and settles down 
for the six-hour run to Santa 
Barbara through the Channel. 

The contrast is striking; the ocean is calm, 
the air is warm, you might wonder why 
you haven’t come here sooner — and could 
you actually make it pay down here?

In his book, From Hooks to Harpoons, Mick 
Kronman chronicles how fishermen made 
it pay in the Santa Barbara Channel and the 
Channel Islands.

Kronman’s approach to telling the story 
is practical, historical, and entertaining. 

From hooks to harpoons: The Story of Santa 
Barbara channel Fisheries, by Mick Kronman, 
Foreword by Marla daily; 248 pages, $24.95 
plus tax and shipping. to order, contact  
Greg Gorga, executive director of the Santa 
Barbara Maritime Museum, at ggorga@
sbmm.org.

by ERNIE KOEPF

A lusty and longing look at the 
fisheries of Santa Barbara Channel

I found it to be a page-turner and was  
riveted by the stories that unfolded across 
the 248 pages. He includes drawings and 

diagrams of the gear and includes details 
right down to twine size, but does not dwell 
on detail, relying mostly on anecdotes from 
the fishermen who were there and lived it. 

Along with photographs, magazine  
articles, and historical landing data, he puts 
the story together in a chronological way 
that presents a broad picture of how the 
Santa Barbara marine resources served the  
Chumash Indians first, then successive  

continued on page 18

he includes drawings and diagrams 
of the gear and includes details right 
down to twine size, but does not dwell 
on detail, relying mostly on anecdotes 
from the fishermen who were there 
and lived it.

eras of the booming fisheries. This combina-
tion of the broad overview and the detailed 
anecdotes from fishermen makes this book 
a delightful read.

Consider this: “Those were the best of 
times,” recalled Manny Gorgita, looking 
back on swordfish hunting in the 1960s 
and 1970s. “It was a gentlemen’s fishery. 
It wasn’t back-breaking, plus we fished in 
the lee of an island, slept late, and returned 
to the anchorage well before dark. And we 
belonged to a fraternity of sorts. Evenings 
were spent over barbecues, telling stories, 
and drinking wine.”

Get the picture yet?  
But did they make it pay, might you ask? 

Boats averaged about 25 fish per trip, and 
top boats had 300 fish for the season. Since 
the swordfish averaged 300 pounds per fish 
and ex-vessel was $3.50 per pound, these 
guys were making about $26,000 per trip 
and anchoring up early. Nice work if you 
can get it, I say. 

Of course, it didn’t last forever. Nor did 
other fisheries in the Channel Islands. The 
author chronicles all the fisheries that were 
bountiful in their day, fisheries that had 
their moment in the sun and did shine. 
Some fisheries were brief (such as the  
story of the Mako shark fishery) and some  

From hooks to harpoons: The Story of Santa 

I found it to be a page-turner and was 
riveted by the stories that unfolded across 
the 248 pages. He includes drawings and 

diagrams of the gear and includes details 
right down to twine size, but does not dwell 
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Worldwide Maritime Transportation • Marine Logistics • Engineering • Full Service Shipyard

Always Safe. Always Ready.

LET’S DO
LAUNCH.

 Make your dreamboat a reality. Slip into our Rainier, Oregon 
shipyard for new vessel construction and major conversions.
 We build everything with expert technology, deep experience and 
total dedication. Workboats. Pilot boats. Fireboats. Tugs. Barges. 
Fishing vessels. Ferries. Hybrid conversions. You name it.
 See the whole story at www.foss.com. With this crew, anything’s 
Fossible.

PACIFIC FISHING

1/2 PAGE ISLAND

It is obvious while reading the book that Mick Kronman 
knows the territory of which he speaks from the standpoint 
of a man who made his livelihood on the sea.

enduring, such as urchin and lobster, which 
continue to this day. 

When reading this book, you get the 
sense that there were many fisheries that 
tapped into a vast resource that provided 
not only decades of livelihood for many 
and millions of pounds of seafood to San 
Francisco and Los Angeles, but also a  

pleasant way of life for the fishermen who 
harvested that seafood. 

Hard work, as always, was rewarded 
with large catches. The chapter on traps 
tells the story of the Guglielmo Brothers, 
up from San Pedro with a new design trap 
and a fast boat, catching millions of pounds 
of rock crab in the process — 18 million 
pounds in four years!

Kronman also tells the story of the 
early “lobster camps” on Santa Barbara 
Island, drawing references from historical 
statements, such as “90 tons of lobster 
were shipped to San Francisco 1880,” and 
“one man could collect 500 pounds in two 
hours.” These historical accounts enrich the 
story that unfolds, and the author adds his 
personal insight: 

“These men, mostly single or widowed, 
remind us of the fact that the Wild West, 
Gold Rush, and ‘mountain men’ era had 
expired but a few decades earlier. But unlike 
mountain men, there was no end game for 
most of this tough and sometimes lawless 
crowd, no dream of stockpiling earnings or 
striking it rich and settling down. Most died 
in their boats, or in their bunks, victims of 
everything from gangrenous fishing-related 
wounds, landslides, alcohol abuse, or gun-
shot wounds. Some were brought to the 
mainland for their final days, or in some 
cases their final moments.”

Good stuff. It is obvious while read-
ing the book that Mick Kronman knows 
the territory of which he speaks from the 
standpoint of a man who made his liveli-
hood on the sea. In the year 2000, Kronman 
took a job as harbormaster of Santa Barbara, 
where he still works today. He has a B.A. in  
political science from the University of  
California, Santa Barbara. 

This book is long on anecdotes and  
photographs from fishermen who lived and 
worked (and continue to work) during the 
various eras of the fisheries of the Santa 
Barbara Channel, making for a colorful  
portrayal of fisheries past and present.  

Ernie Koepf is a San Francisco herring  
gillnetter who just completed his 37th consecu-
tive season. He also has fished for salmon. He 
has written for Pacific Fishing in the past.

A hand-colored chart from 1857 was the 
first u.S. Coastal Survey chart of the eastern 
entrance of Santa Barbara Channel.
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TERRA Submarine Fiber System
Keep Alaska Online—
Catch Fish, Not Cables

Use caution when operating 
b i bl Fnear submarine cables.  For 

additional information contact 
Greg Wilt at 907 306 4342.

UUI/GCI
2550 Denali Street Ste 604
Anchorage, AK  99503
www terra gci comwww.terra.gci.com

Installation of a high-capacity submarine fiber-optic communications cable in lower Cook Inlet 
and Southwest Alaska has been completed.  This system provides a vital communication link for 
Alaskan communities to the rest of the world.  By avoiding bottom gear operations in the vicinity 
of cable routes, you can help prevent cutting these links causing communication outages andof cable routes, you can help prevent cutting these links causing communication outages  
possibly damaging or losing your gear.  Please report any entanglement emergencies or 
suspected contact with the cables, by calling:  888-442-8662, 24hrs, 7 days a week.

YoUr BUSINESS Excerpt

Here is an excerpt from From Hooks to 
Harpoons: The Story of Santa Barbara Channel 
Fisheries, by Mick Kronman.

For many years, especially early on, 
local fishermen believed the best way to 
retrieve a worn out swordfish was from a 
skiff deployed from the mother boat. That 
way, they reasoned, the big boat could  
continue hunting swordfish. In addition, 
it was assumed a skiff would offer less  
resistance to the fish, thus reducing the 
chance of the dart pulling out.

The procedure went like this: A crew-
man would be dropped off in a skiff where 
a flag and buoys marked the terminal end 
of a swordfish line. He’d pull the dead fish 
by hand until it was on the surface, then the 
big boat would come alongside and haul 
it aboard with block and tackle. The fish 
would then be eviscerated, have its head 
removed (with a saw), and fins trimmed 
before being placed on ice in the boat’s hold. 

But pulling a 400-pound swordfish  

Above, urwin Stevens waits for a pickup by a larger vessel while fishing swordfish. 

In Santa Barbara 
Channel, swordfish 
would fight back

(especially one you’re not sure is dead) 
from a dinghy had its thrills.

“We had four fish stick their bills through 
the bottom of our skiff, two in one week,” 
recalls Bobby Hitt, a retired fisherman who 
spent 48 years chasing swordfish at the 
Channel Islands. “Luckily, the big boat was 

nearby, or else the skiff would have sunk.” 
Dick Headley, a Santa Barbara fisher-

man who harpooned swordfish aboard 
the Seal from 1958 to 1970, remembers a 
similar experience, when a fish stuck its bill 
through the hull of a skiff, its tip landing 

continued on page 20
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There’s no time to waste when it comes to delivering fresh and 

frozen Alaskan seafood to the lower 48.

That’s why the best seafood companies rely on Totem Ocean’s 

specialized fleet of temperature controlled equipment to 

transport their products on the fastest ships in the trade.

Our customers count on us to deliver on time, every time.  

We are proud to serve companies who take pride in delivering 

Totem Ocean fresh and frozen seafood to their customers.www.TotemOcean.com 800.426.0074

At Seafreeze Ltd. when we market our fish, it is a sincere effort to provide our fellow 
commercial fishermen with high-quality, sea frozen product at a fair price. 

WE ARE DIRECT-TO-THE-SOURCE.
WE ARE COMMERCIAL FISHERMEN.

(401) 295.2585 | N. Kingstown, RI | www.SeafreezeLtd.com

F/V RELENTLESS     F/V PERSISTENCE

ATLANTIC  HERRING  |  ILLEX SQUID  |  BUTTERFISH  |  ATLANTIC MACKEREL

left, dario Castagnola. right ralph Hazard aboard trawler 
Kildee. rafael Maldonado/news-Press photo

right between Headley’s knees.
Then there was the California version of a Nantucket sleigh ride. “We 

had some incredible rides when fish came alive as we were pulling them 
in,” says Bobby Hitt. “Sometimes I thought we’d break apart or get 
pulled under.”

Life was equally risky on the plank, especially if a fish went berserk 
after being harpooned. Fishermen recall getting tangled up in a harpoon 
line as it sizzled seaward. One man broke his finger that way, then taped 
it in position to hold the harpoon so he could keep fishing. Vince Maseda 
had the line burn his neck bloody as a fish raced toward bottom. Another 
man saw the harpoon line spiraling skyward from a basket on the bow 
before going overboard, like a snake leaving a charmer’s basket. “They 
could take out 650 feet of line faster than you could run 25 feet,” he says. 

Occasionally, a fish would jump up after he was “stuck” and ram 
its bill through floor pipes on the pulpit or charge the boat itself. One 

punched its bill clean through a fuel tank. 
Another struck its bill so hard through the 
hull that it could be sawed off on both sides 
of the boat, leaving a watertight “plug” that 
needed no further immediate repair.

Then there was the swordfish that ran its 
beak sideways through a 6-inch-thick oak 
keel, and the one whose bill pierced a hull 
and emerged next to the boat’s commode, 
serving as a de facto toilet-paper-roll holder. 
The skipper left it there. In fact, he honored 
the fish by varnishing the bill every year.

Tall as they seem, the stories are plausi-
ble, considering whale carcasses have been 
found with swordfish beaks impaled in 
them, and the whaler Fortune reached home 
in Plymouth, Mass., in 1926 with a sword-
fish beak in her hull. It had penetrated a 
copper sheathing, 4 inches of board, a foot 
of solid oak, 2 inches of hard oak ceiling 
plank, and the head of an oak cask.

The most interesting “attack” on record 
may have been from the submarine Atlantis, 
which in 1967 was struck by a swordfish at 
1,982 feet, 110 miles off the Georgia coast. 
The fish’s beak stuck in a joint of the hull, 
where it remained, along with the fish, as 
the submarine surfaced. The vessel’s crew 
ate the 200-pound fish.  

 longlining rockfish in Santa Barbara Channel.
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BoaT of THE moNTH

the Lone Fisherman was named in memory of Clarence Moy, a  
well-known longliner who lived and worked in Pelican, Alaska.
– Photos by Patricia Philips

Lone Fisherman by DANIEL MINTZ

Adaptability  
is the key  
aboard the F/V  
Lone Fisherman
Alaska-limit vessel is  
set up for seining,  
longlining, and crabbing
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OUR NAME IS ALASKA. 

       OUR SERVICE IS NATIONWIDE.

T M

Fresh Alaska salmon in Los Angeles or Chicago? 

Chances are it got there on Alaska Air Cargo. We 

are the industry’s undisputed experts at the 

cold-chain, expedited shipping of seafood from 

the icy-cold waters of Alaska to dinner tables 

throughout America. We always give seafood 

priority status. 
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OUR NETWORK

DELIVERS

Aaron Phillips with a cod.

Eli darenoff horsing around on the pots.

J eb Phillips’ family has deep roots in 
Alaska’s fishing communities and his 
boat, the F/V Lone Fisherman, is part of  

   its legacy. 

The 58-foot boat was in the family 
before Phillips was born. When it was 
bought by his father, John, it was called 
the Pacific Night. A companion boat 
— the Pacific Dawn — was bought by  
his uncle. 

continued on page 24
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Young Brayden larson learns the ropes. Aaron Phillips     is behind him while david Mazzella (left) looks on.

But John Phillips renamed the vessel Lone Fisherman in memory of Clarence Moy, a  
well-known longliner who lived and worked in Pelican, Alaska, where Jeb grew up. 

It was “strictly a seiner,” Phillips said, but as times change, so do fishing boats. 
He set up the vessel for longlining and crabbing in addition to seining, fishing through-

out the year in various areas of Southeast Alaska. Starting in February, he sticks with the 
Southeast’s brown crab fishery “as long as it’s profitable,” he said, which is usually until 
April or May. 

Longlining: Sablefish, halibut, black cod, and herring round out the year’s catches. 
The boat’s hard chine hull and raked stern is part of Phillips’ customization work, and 

he chose a turbocharged CAT 3408 B main to power it. While not a fuel-efficient choice, 
it’s one that suits Phillips’ purposes well. 

“The boat’s suitably powered and moves pretty quick,” he said, estimating its cruising 
speed at 8.5 knots. “That’s just about right, in my opinion.” 

A newly installed automatic baiting  
system makes longlining more efficient and 
is set up for “a pretty quick and easy switch-
over” to crabbing gear. But other than that, 
Phillips describes his boat as a versatile but 
basic fishing vessel. 

“I didn’t do anything super fancy with 
it,” he said. 

Phillips lives and moors in Petersburg, 
but his experiences growing up in the small 
fishing village of Pelican shaped his identity 

Lone Fisherman continued from page 23
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Young Brayden larson learns the ropes. Aaron Phillips     is behind him while david Mazzella (left) looks on.

as a fisherman. 
“I spent a lot of time on boats. It was just a 

way of life,” he said. 
Phillips and his brother, Aaron, were 

“pretty much fishing ever since we could 
walk,” he continued. Trolling was the pri-
mary fishing method in his formative years, 
and by the time he was 13 years old, he 
knew enough about boats to be able to run 
them. 

By that time, his family had moved to 

Petersburg, where he learned how to seine. Later, he worked for Trident Seafoods on its 
troll tender and gillnet vessels before taking over the Lone Fisherman. 

Crew: Despite his vessel’s name, Phillips values teamwork. “It’s a 58-foot boat, and I 
can’t do everything myself,” he said. “A boat is only as good as its crew — and there’s no 
stupid questions when it’s a matter of safety and people’s lives.” 

He added, “I’m not a yeller or a screamer, but I’ve worked for skippers who were.” 
Competent leadership includes ensuring profit potential so that crew members can 

make decent money, he said. 
“Adaptability is so key,” Phillips continued. “In the past, you could make it work doing 

one fishery and make a year’s salary in one month. But now, with higher expenses and 
quotas, you can’t leave it to chance — it’s nice to be set up to do everything.”

There’s another reason to have back-up. “Fishing’s fishing — but it isn’t catching,”  
said Phillips.   continued on page 26
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Knowing your baiting percentage 
at all time is key! A few percent 
increase or decrease is crucial to 
your profit! 

    - Monitor your setting 
and hauling process with 
Autoline LineController™

Our units can also be used with com-
petitive products. Please  contact us 
for further information. 

mustadautoline.com

Mustad Autoline Inc. 
4240 Gilman PL W, Bay B 
Seattle WA 98199 Tel: +1 206 284 4376 
E-mail: mail@mustadautoline-usa.com 
www.mustadautoline.com

How is your Autobaiting 
system per forming? 
How is your Autobaiting 

Name of vessel: Lone Fisherman
Skipper: Jeb Phillips 
Vessel type: 58’ Whaleback limit seiner, longliner, crabber
Builder: Peacock Boat Co., California
Marine architect: Jensen Design
Length and beam: 58’ x 20’7”
Major hull alterations: Raked stern, single hard chine, 

modified v-bottom, full keel, and an elliptical stern
Annual haul-out shipyard: Fishing Vessel Owners,  

Petersburg Shipwrights
Permit broker: Alaska Quota and Permits, State of Alaska
Power, main(s) and size: CAT 3408 B SERIES, Turbocharged
Hydraulic hoses/retailer: Puget Sound Hydraulics
Bow/stern thrusters and size: None
Stabilizers: None
Service for main: Fishing Vessel Owners
Reduction gear ratio: 5/16
Auxiliaries: ISUZU 6BDI SERIES 55Kw
Generator: ISUZU 4JGBI SERIES 27Kw
Lubricants: Delo
Lubricant retailer: Petro Marine
Skiff: Looking to build with Mavrik Marine
Hydraulics service: Puget Sound Hydraulics
Refrigeration: Integrated Marine 35 ton 
Refrigeration service: Fleet Refrigeration in  

Petersburg
Prop: Bronze 64 RH 62, 4-blade
Prop tuning: Fishing Vessel Owners
Zincs: 4X20# on hull, 8X20# on keel, 40#+48# on rudder 

and prop nut
Hooks: Mustad size 14, straight 6.3s
Longline swivels: Mustad
Longline: Mustad, Seattle Ship and Supply, Rena International
Automatic baiters: Mustad Coastal Baiter, 15 mags, 13,500 

hooks, S-P 2000 Hook Separator, Mustad Hook Cleaner
Rollers: Nordic Rail Rollers, JFK Fabrications seine davits
Crab gear: Marco Hauler, Yaquina Launcher, Dungeness gear 

works 7’7’ squares, trilogy Dungeness pots
Powerblock: Marco 28” Powerblock
Winches: Pullmaster, Rotzler winches
Other deck machinery: Nordic longline hauler, Marco  

seine winch
Chart system: Rosepoint, Echotec C-Maps
Sat phone: MSAT G2 Globalstar
Sounder(s) and servicing: Furuno
Finders(s) and servicing: Furuno
Sonar and servicing: Wesmar SS390E color sonar
Radio(s) and servicing: Icom, Ross, Stephens, Furuno FS, 

Cobra
Autopilot: Comnav #1101 with #201 JOG remotes
Galley provision retailers: Jenn-Air
Fire suppression system: Fireboy #200CG
Financing: Northrim Bank, Wells Fargo
Insurance/broker: Northstar Insurance
Buyer: Trident, Icicle, Alaska Glacier Seafoods
Survival suits: Mustang
Life rafts: DBC 6-man Solas Static Release
Other safety equipment maker(s): LIFESLING, ACR, 

MUSTANG, SOLAS
Safety equipment retailers: LIFESLING, ACR,  

MUSTANG, SOLAS
Knives: Victornox
Maritime attorney: Mullavey Prout Grenley and Foe LLP
Investment advice: Mullavey Prout Grenley and Foe LLP

A fine day for the crew: sun on your shoulders and fish on deck. left to right, Joey Princeton, 
david Mazzella and Jeb Phillips. – Photo by Angela Bertagnoli

GETTING THE JOB DONE 
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YoUr BUSINESS Kodiak’s ComFish ‘14

Kodiak’s ComFish — Kodiak’s salute to 
commercial fishing and the men (and 
women) who make it a vibrant endeavor 
— was again a success this spring.  The 
convention center was packed with 
vendors, each competing to share in some 
humpy money from last year. The speakers 
forum nearby offered glimpses into the 
political and economic factors affecting 
the business of fishing. After a few years of 
sparkling weather, Kodiak’s rain attended 
the proceedings each day, especially during 
the new fish filleting contest held outdoors 
near the convention center in a tent. Ocean 
Beauty and the Kodiak Lions Club sponsored 
the event. Arturo Fangorila of Pacific 
Seafoods filleted Pacific cod, Arrowtooth 
flounder, rex sole, and rock sole to win a 
round trip ticket to Anchorage on Alaska 
Airlines donated by the Alaska Groundfish 
Data Bank. Jeff Stephan of the United 
Fishermen’s Marketing Association presided 
over the event. Contestants included 
employees of Global Seafoods, Westward 
Seafoods, Trident Seafoods, Alaska Pacific 
Seafoods, and Ocean Beauty Seafoods.

Justin Fontes and son Jason Desiree Vaudrin and Matt Evans

Zachary Vickstron, (F/V Shuyak) The Fishin’ Magician

Paddy Dan O’Donnell and son 
Eamonn (F/V Caravelle)

Boris Rodriguez, Gerald Buckey and  
Ernesto Rambac, Jr. (F/V Pt. Omega)

Parts of the Kodiak fleet Rissa Teske and Sandy Hoist represented 
the Division of Economic Development

The Lucky Lady Terry Haines, former PF writer 
(F/V Shuyak)

Maria Teresa Garcia Howard  Peterson, skipper, Keuene Tupuola, 
Paul Tupuola, and Ron Harrell (F/V Raven)
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A monthly report on work in North Pacific shipyards.
New skiff: Brett Snow at Snow and Co. in Seattle said that his 

new 24-foot seine skiff is “more like a tug than a seine skiff.” 
“The advantages of this one are that it has a bigger wheel — a 

40-inch propeller and a Kort nozzle, so we get more bollard pull 
with less horsepower, using less fuel,” Snow explained. “It looks 
more like a tug boat with 
very low back rails. It is a 
cool boat; it will definitely 
turn some heads because 
of the design.”

 Using a 340-HP Cum-
mins QSL 9 with a Twin 
Disc deep case 3.7:1 ratio, 
the skiff will generate 
11,000 pounds of bollard 
pull, Snow estimates. 

After doing a lot of 
work on tug boats, Snow 
said that he realized 
that as seine skiffs in the 
Alaska salmon fishery 
have been getting big-
ger and bigger, the tow 
points have been getting 
higher and higher, which 
provides for poor towing 
characteristics. 

“Essentially, a seine 
skiff is a tug boat,” Snow 
said. “By putting the tow 
point lower, you are mak-
ing a more stable platform for towing. One of the things is having 
the rails so much lower like a tug boat. Like on a tug boat, we antic-
ipate the aft deck will be pretty wet, but when you are towing with 
a seine skiff you don’t necessarily need to go on the back deck.” 

Snow and Co. was also working on two 18-foot seine skiffs and 
had just completed a 20-footer in mid-April. The yard was also 
busy with repairs, repowers, and miscellaneous work. 

One recently competed repower was the installation of an ABC 
(Anglo-Belgian Corp.) engine into the pollock trawler Great Pacific. 

“That was a good project,” Snow said. “They are the oldest diesel 
engine manufacturer in the world and were one of the first two 
companies to be licensed by Rudolph Diesel.” 

The ABC 6DZC provided by Transmarine Propulsion of Seattle 
is a Tier 3 mechanical engine. Snow 
said that the price point and medium 
speed — 900 RPM — rating of the 
engine, plus the fact that the owners 
did not have to change the marine 
gear, were all deciding factors in 
choosing the engine.

      
Norton Sound: Kvichak Marine 

Industries Inc. in Seattle recently 
completed an all-aluminum, 66-foot 
shallow-draft tender for the Norton 

by MICHEL DROUINaroUND THE YarDS
Innovative skiff, a new longliner, a new tender in the yards

An artist rendering of a  
shallow-draft tender intend-
ed for shallow waters in  
Western Alaska. it is expected 
 to be launched in May by  
Kvichak Marine industries.

Sound Economic Development Corp. The 
vessel, slated for delivery in June, will be 
used for multiple fisheries in and around 
Norton Sound, Alaska. 

Designed by Kvichak Marine, the 66-foot 
vessel has a 25-foot beam, a 4-foot 6-inch draft, and is powered by 

twin Cummins QSM11 
marine diesel engines 
rated for 450 BHP at 2,100 
RPM. The engines are cou-
pled to ZF 360 transmis-
sions that drive NiBrAl 
4-blade propellers. 

The vessel has a fuel 
capacity of 3,000 gallons, 
can carry 500 gallons of 
water, and has six holds 
with 290 cubic feet of 
capacity each for a total 
capacity of 1,740 cubic 
feet. She is equipped 
with two Northern Lights 
Gensets at 99 kW and 40 
kW, a Furuno navigation 
system, a Transvac 3510 
fish pump system, an 
Effer 220M S2 crane, and 
a 36-ton dual IMS RSW 
System.

The vessel is equipped 
with a full galley, and 
accommodations are in 

two staterooms for two persons each. 
      

Longliner: Dakota Creek Industries Inc. in Anacortes is about 
halfway through construction of a new 191-foot longliner, Blue 
North, for Blue North Fisheries. 

Slated for completion in October 2014, Blue North is diesel- 
electric powered and designed for factory processing, including 
efficiently utilizing offal that is usually discharged overboard. 

Blue North was specifically developed for the Alaskan longline 
cod fishery and designed by Skipsteknisk AS in Norway. The 
design has an internal haul station called a “moon pool” in the  
center line of the vessel for the crew to work sheltered from  
weather and without risk of falling overboard. 

      
Refit: Rick Hansen at the Hansen Boat Co. in Everett reported at 

the end of April that the yard was completing extensive work on 
the Arctic Fury, featured in Pacific Fishing’s March edition. Also in 
the yard was the Nordic Fury, in for general maintenance, engine 
room piping, and other miscellaneous work. 

The yard was focusing on a new tug being built for ship assist in 
Dutch Harbor, Hansen said.

If you have news about activity in North Pacific shipyards, contact Michel 
Drouin at scribblefish@hotmail.com.

Postcard: Washington Secretary of transportation lynn Peterson (left) breaks 
a bottle to christen the M/V Tokitae, the state’s first 144-car Olympic-class ferry, 
at Vigor industrial’s Seattle shipyard as Vigor CEO Frank Foti holds the micro-
phone. in the background) are (left to right) Katie Whittier, Sen. Patty Murray’s 
King County director; Joe Corvelli, senior vice president of Vigor Fab; and david 
Moseley, assistant secretary of WSdOt’s Ferries division.
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ToUGH GIrL by AMY MAjORS

Partying, homecoming, and reality: No new seiner for Amy

To fish with us: 
call 1-800-426-5490   
and ask for Alaska Support.

Got capacity?

maybe you need a new market

Your success is our business.
We want your fish.

At the West Wall of the Fishermen’s Terminal, we saw the 
Northwestern pull up like they wanted our spot. They’d just gotten 
back from fishing Opies, and we were loading salmon seines and 
anchors for herring ponding. Little did I know that, several hours 
later, the guys would be partying with the Sig Hanson in Ballard.

That night, I didn’t receive any drunken calls or texts from James 
or Richy. That was strange, because 
the boys had decided to go to the 
Ballard Smoke Shop bar, and it’s 
well-known among fishermen for 
their stiff drinks. If you’ve never 
been there, it’s a lot like the Sour-
dough Bar in Ketchikan but with 
a lot more yuppies. The boys got a 
little sidetracked on the way there, 
though. Sig was standing outside the 
Market Arms restaurant a few blocks 
away from their destination. “Holy 
shit! It’s Siggy,” James said, and they 
were on their way to meet the man. One handshake turned into 
shots, and soon after, there they were, having a blast with a super-
star. And there I was, stuck on the boat.

The next morning was hell for the boys, but it was mildly  
humorous for me as I watched them sober up from all the shots 
they had drunk the night before. What happened that night 
will remain a secret for now, but I plan on confessing it all in a  
memoir sometime in the near future. March 10 was the day we 
were out of Gardner Boat Repair, with an entirely new galley. 
They say everything great in life is worth the wait, and Gardner 
Boat Repair made the Prospector seem like a brand new boat. I’m 
so thankful that we’ve had Bill Gardner and his son to help with  
renovations throughout the years! 

We made a steady 9 knots when I was at the helm f or 11 hours, 
and the weather was flat calm! I guess the man upstairs realized 
that we’d had enough of the scary life or death situations, so he 
cut us some slack. The whole trip north was like that, and as Riggs 
and I sat upstairs laughing our asses off while listening to all of 
Rodney Carrington’s albums, I realized I would miss moments like 
this with him when I have my own boat and new crew, because I 
grew up with most of these guys on here. I’ve spent 10 years with 
the same deckhands, and that will make it all the more difficult to 
leave but, life is about new beginnings.

Home: We finally crossed the border into Alaska, and I was  
finally in cell range. I had a rather unsettling surprise waiting 
for me. I was finally a captain. My sister and I were both getting 
harassed by guys looking for a summer crew! The fleet thought 
Trident Seafoods had bought me a boat, and truthfully, it kind of 
pissed me off. I just wanted to get the hell out of cell range again 
and go fishing, leaving reality and the people behind who know 
jack about my life.

Four days at home, and we set sail again. At least I was able to 
get up on the mountain a couple of times with my dog and visit 
my friends and family. It was a beautiful ride around the cape, and 
I was having fun up in the wheelhouse driving by all the places 
that we fish during the summer months. I was daydreaming. I  
was longing to make my own sets, and I was envisioning my  
first deckload!

Prep work, and then some: “Craig hasn’t changed one bit, 

except for The Inn. It’s now a brighter shade 
of pink, and I think they even have new 
windows,” I announced, as we pulled up 
to that infamous quarter-mile dock. With 
six ponds to build this year, there was no 
time to go up and check it out at the time, but I knew I’d get 

there eventually — unless the  
captains decided to anchor the crew 
out of town. Which is what usually 
happens, for one reason or another. 

The ponds came together quickly, 
and we were fishing in no time. The 
first fish on the meter got me excited, 
and I forgot about the pain in my 
hands from both surgeries.

Also, about doctor’s orders. 
“No hard labor for four months? 

F--- that!” I told the guys. “When do 
any of you remember me backing 

out of hard labor or fishing?” The pain really subsided when the 
Alaska State Troopers came up behind us, though. After reading 
my articles from over a year ago, they had arrived to personally 
deliver a maple bar and chai tea for me! They’re probably going to 
read this article, as well, so I’m obliged to give a shout out. Thank 
you for making my day that much more fun! 

Amy Majors seines salmon out of Ketchikan and ponds herring  
throughout Southeast Alaska.

tough Girl holds her best catch of the day: a herring.
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Klamath game-changer? Oregon’s Upper Klamath Basin  
landowners boycotted the talks that led to historic agreements 
on Klamath River watershed restoration and dam removal. But  
last year’s high court ruling on tribal water rights has changed  
their attitude. 

The Upper Klamath Basin Comprehensive Agreement now bears 
the signatures of tribal and landowner representatives, and it’s said 
to have strong potential to leverage federal action on the restoration 
and dam extraction pacts. 

It permanently increases flows into Klamath Lake, the Klamath 
River’s headwaters, by 30,000 acre-feet. Upper Basin farmers and 
ranchers will decrease water use, but the agreement sets an 18,000-
acre cap on the amount of land left without irrigation. 

With the agriculturalists finally signing on, federal lawmakers 
reportedly have changed their stances. The key locking these  
deals is the court-ordered enforcement of tribal rights to the water. 

“These landowners who 
entered into this agree-
ment with the Klamath 
tribes fought the Klamath 
tribes for 40 years over the 
senior water rights adjudi-
cation, thinking all along 
that they would win,” said 
Craig Tucker, the Klamath 
coordinator for the Karuk 
tribe, in a presentation 
to the Humboldt County 
Board of Supervisors a few  
weeks back. 

“Well, turns out that the 
Klamath tribes have senior 
water rights — they figured 
that out last year when 
they used their water rights 
and about 100,000 head of 
cattle went thirsty,” Tucker  
continued. 

Though still subject to 
doubt, federal legislation to implement the new agreement along 
with the others is anticipated for later this year. 

County Supervisor Ryan Sundberg is the county’s representative 
on the Klamath Basin Coordinatiing Council. He said he’s personally 
witnessed a change in attitude in his visits to Washington. 

“We had some representatives tell us, why are you taking out per-
fectly good infrastructure,” Sundberg said. “But this has changed the 
dialogue to, if this doesn’t happen, there’s going to be a lot of cows 
that don’t have water and farmers who can’t farm.” 

      
Lean times: When the Pacific Fisheries Management Council 

adopted the West Coast salmon fishing seasons in mid-April, there 
was a lot of attention on Oregon and Washington. The high returns 
expected in the Columbia River for this year ensured strong commer-
cial seasons in those states. 

Returns in California’s Sacramento River are expected to be good, 
so the Fort Bragg area and areas south of it also fared relatively well. 
But with Klamath River returns pegged at about 300,000 fish, the 
not-so-good news for the Klamath Management Zone (KMZ) didn’t 
come as a surprise. 

The three KMZ season alternatives ranged from 3,000 to 10,000 
fish, and the council went with a lowball compromise — 4,000 fish, to 

be caught between Sept. 12 and Sept. 30. 
Last year’s forecast was more than double 

this year’s, and its KMZ season was the first 
in recent memory that saw fishing throughout 
the summer, into September. And it followed a 
record-breaking Dungeness crab season. 

Some fishermen were talking about squirreling away money for 
lean times. Those times are here: This year’s crab season was a bust, 
and there will be no comfort from a two-and-a-half week, 4,000-fish 
salmon season. 

      
Reviving Fisherman’s Channel: King Salmon sounds like a 

good place to dock a commercial fishing boat. It’s located near the  
entrance of Humboldt Bay, has a dock area with a lift, and is  
appropriately named. 

Its navigation channel hasn’t been dredged since it was built in the 
mid-1950s, however, mak-
ing it of limited use. 

That’s about to change, 
thanks to the county’s 
recently invigorated Harbor 
District. Once a sleepy agen-
cy, the district is now pursu-
ing several attention-getting 
ambitions — including the 
dredging of Fisherman’s 
Channel in King Salmon. 

A former intake canal for 
a defunct Pacific Gas and 
Electric Co. (PG&E) nuclear 
power plant, the channel is 
now under district owner-
ship and will be regularly 
dredged. 

District Commissioner 
Aaron Newman, also the 
president of the Humboldt 
Fishermen’s Marketing 
Association, said dredging 

the channel will increase King Salmon’s viability as a fishing hub. 
“It will make it a lot more favorable for people to work out 

of there,” he said. “Literally, the bottom’s showing in the main 
channel now.” 

The district is also responsible for dredging Humboldt Bay’s navi-
gation channel and is making moves to do it more cost-effectively. 
District commissioners have authorized up to $950,000 for purchase 
of a dredge from PG&E. 

The cost is more than covered — PG&E has paid the district $2  
million in exchange for taking on the King Salmon dredging  
responsibility. 

Owning a dredge will reduce the considerable cost of mobilizing 
one from the utility company. The plan is to dredge the bay’s channel 
every year instead of every seven to nine years, making the process 
more efficient and effective.

“The goal of the annual cycle is to get dredging to the point where 
we can cash flow it,” said Harbor District CEO Jack Crider. 

Pacific Fishing columnist Daniel Mintz has reported on Humboldt  
County’s government and natural resources industries for more than 
a decade. His news reports are syndicated locally in three of the county’s  
weekly newspapers and on KMUD-FM radio.

SoUTHErN cLImES by DANIEL MINTZ 

this year’s, and its KMZ season was the first 

After court decision, Klamath ranchers agree with tribes

Snow geese darken the sky in the fragile Klamath Basin.
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mID-coaST rEporT by KATIE WILSON

New fishery payback plan working way through Congress

What’s your Salmon Story?
Get the ending to this Salmon Story and 

share your own Salmon Love at 
salmonproject.org

“... I was picking 
through the fish, 
then grabbed the 
tail of a plump 
flounder and threw 
it overboard when I 
heard, ‘Ahhhh!’...”

“... I was picking 
through the fish, 
then grabbed the 
tail of a plump 
flounder and threw 
it overboard when I 
heard, ‘Ahhhh!’...”

Groundfish legislation: Legislation currently working its way 
through congressional committees could change the terms of a loan 
that fishermen in the Pacific groundfish fishery have been paying 
off since 2003. 

HR 2646, or the Revitalizing the Economy of Fisheries in 
the Pacific Act (REFI Pacific Act), presented by U.S. Rep. Jaime  
Herrera Beutler, representative for southwest Washington, would 
give fishermen a longer period of time to pay back existing debt 
following a federal buyout of the fishery in 2003 and also would 
charge them market interest rates as opposed to the higher rates 
currently in effect.

Industry leaders say the bill won’t fix the barriers young  
fishermen face when trying to enter the fishery, but it won’t  
hurt, either.

“Buy-back payments, observer costs, new vessel safety  
requirements, and other government mandates have crippled 
the groundfish fleet, forcing a level of consolidation that has left  
Washington state with only five non-whiting trawl boats,” said for-
mer Port of Ilwaco Manager Jim Neva in testimony April 3 to the 
U.S. House Committee on Natural Resources’ Subcommittee on 
Fisheries, Wildlife, Oceans, and Insular Affairs. Beutler had invited 
Neva to testify at the committee hearing.

“The existence of these fleets is critical to the coastal commu-
nities that rely on fishermen for their raw material and the jobs 
that shore-based processing creates,” Neva said. He believes the  
REFI Pacific Act would have an “immediate, positive economic 
effect on our fishing businesses and our rural Washington coastal 
communities who rely on these fishermen.”

Currently, fishermen pay approximately 5 percent on what 
they make from harvest. The REFI Pacific Act would lower this to 
around 3 percent and would give fishermen 45 years to repay the 
buyout loan. Right now, fishermen still in the groundfish fishery 
have 30 years.

The proposed legislation has gathered sponsors from all  
sides and has garnered strong bicameral support, said Beutler’s 
spokesperson, Casey Bowman.

      
Forage fish: In April, the Pacific Fishery Management Council 

moved forward with a plan to protect currently unmanaged  
forage fish.

The push to manage forage fish, a catch-all term that includes 
species such as sardines and lantern fish, took a big step last  
September when the PFMC voted to prohibit the development 
of new commercial fisheries around forage fish species. Environ-
mental and fishery groups say that, despite their smaller size and 
lower commercial value, forage fish species play an important  
ecological role as food for larger, more valuable species such as 
tuna and salmon.

Final action is expected to take place either this November or 
March 2015.

      
Crab: In April, the Oregon Department of Fish and Wildlife 

began to catch up on its numbers of reported commercial  
Dungeness crab landings for the season and reported a total of 12.1 
million pounds as of the beginning of March. Reported landings 
came in at approximately 3,244. The average price per pound in 
Oregon jumped from $2.80 in January to $5.24 in February.

Last season, 2012-13, the season total came 
to 18.2 million pounds with an average price 
of $2.69 per pound. Since 2007, the aver-
age price per pound has hovered at $2.38,  
according to numbers provided by ODFW.

      
Contaminants in Columbia: It’s no secret that the Columbia  

River is contaminated, but the results of a recently released U.S. 
Geological Survey study of the river downstream from the  
Bonneville Dam found that high levels of toxic substances had  
traveled up and down the ecological chain, from sediment to 
osprey eggs.

Oregon Public Broadcasting reported that many of the contami-
nants come from household products. These points of pollution 
had not really been examined before, said the USGS. As a result, 
thresholds for “safe” or “unsafe” levels may not exist in some cases.

Though the study showed the effects of this contamination on 
large-scale sucker fish, water quality issues carry big implications 
for other valuable fisheries, as well as for the consumers of landed 
Columbia River fish, say tribal and commercial representatives.

USGS has passed on the results of the study to Oregon and 
Washington health authorities. Both states issued health advisories 
last year for resident fish stocks — including bass, walleye, and 
sturgeon — near and between the Bonneville and McNary dams.

Pacific Fishing columnist Katie Wilson is a reporter for the Chinook 
Observer in Long Beach, Wash., where she covers natural resources  
and education.
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by WESLEY LOYaLaSka NoTEBook
Hope returns to Bristol Bay for more fish, more money

Smaller salmon catch: The Alaska Department of Fish and 
Game is forecasting a statewide commercial catch of about 133  
million salmon this year.

That would be far fewer than the record 283 million salmon  
tallied in 2013.

A much smaller catch of pink salmon is expected, about 75  
million, compared to last season’s blockbuster haul of 226 million.

Sockeye is the state’s most valuable salmon species. State  
biologists project a catch of 33.6 million sockeye, which would be a 
significant bump from last year’s 29.5 million.

The department projects more than half the sockeye, or 17.9  
million fish, will be landed at Bristol Bay.

That forecast is fairly modest 
by bay standards, and talk is that  
prices could be exceptional this 
season — perhaps $2 a pound or  
better ex-vessel. Last year’s base 
price was a strong $1.50 per pound.

As for other high-volume salmon 
species, the department is forecast-
ing a chum catch of nearly 20 million 
fish and a coho catch of 4.4 million. 
Fishermen took 21 million chums 
and 5.8 million coho last year.

      
Chinook feast and famine: The 

outlook for Chinook, the largest  
but least abundant commercially 
caught salmon in Alaska, is very 
mixed indeed.

Southeast trollers this year will 
enjoy a big boost in their harvest 
allocation under the Pacific Salmon 
Treaty to 325,411 fish.

On the western side of the state, 
the situation is bleak.

“The 2014 Chinook salmon run 
is expected to be extremely poor 
and could be the worst on record,”  
federal and state managers said in 
their Yukon River outlook. “Dras-
tic conservation measures are 
necessary in an attempt to meet  
escapement objectives.”

No commercial or subsistence fisheries for Chinook are expected 
this year on the Yukon.

Continued poor Chinook returns to the Yukon and other western 
drainages is a major concern not only for local fishermen, but also 
for the pollock trawl fleet in the Bering Sea.

The pollock industry has been under intense regulatory and 
political pressure to reduce its Chinook bycatch. And bycatch rates 
have improved.

But a season of zero subsistence Chinook on the Yukon could 
make the hot seat even hotter for pollock producers.

      
Hatching more pinks: A good percentage of Alaska’s pink  

salmon comes from hatcheries, especially in Prince William Sound.
Now a Cook Inlet hatchery operator is looking to ramp up  

pink production.
The Kenai-based Cook Inlet Aquaculture Association in April 

Wave gliders will be used on Prince William Sound to help 
scientists understand ocean acidification.

announced it had taken over ownership 
of the Port Graham Hatchery in Lower 
Cook Inlet and plans to begin pink salmon  
operations this summer.

At full production, the association expects 
salmon returns to the hatchery will generate an ex-vessel value of 
$2.2 million to $5.6 million annually.

The Port Graham Hatchery was built in 1991 and then rebuilt 
after a fire destroyed the building in 1998.

“Due to the fire and other issues, operations were inconsistent 
and varied over time,” the association said. “As a result of low 
returns, salmon price, and demand, the hatchery closed in 2007 and 

has not operated since then.”
During a start-up phase, the 

association plans to incubate up 
to 84 million pink salmon eggs at 
the facility, with a conservative  
estimated return of 1.7 million  
adult fish.

At maximum capacity of 125  
million eggs, the estimated return is 
2.6 million fish, the association said.

The first significant “common 
property” harvest is expected in 
2016.

      
Surfing for answers: You’ve 

surely heard by now of ocean 
acidification, a potentially devastat-
ing threat to marine life. Scientists 
believe the oceans are becoming 
more acidic due to the burning of 
fossil fuels and to land-use changes 
such as deforestation.

The problem has spawned con-
siderable research. And another 
study is now underway in Alaska.

It involves “wave gliders” cruis-
ing Prince William Sound as part 
of a five-month monitoring pro-
gram to measure ocean acidifi-
cation. The yellow wave riders  
resemble surfboards.

Simultaneously, a glacier tour boat will carry instrumentation to 
monitor glacial runoff.

NOAA’s Ocean Acidification Program is the primary funder of 
the project.

Researchers believe that meltwater plumes from tidewater  
glaciers have a “unique chemistry” that can worsen ocean  
acidification.

This summer’s study, to wrap up in early September, will  
provide the longest continuous observations of ocean acidification 
in Alaska to date, and it could be a “game changer” in understand-
ing how ocean acidification will impact Alaska, researchers said in 
a press release.

Pacific Fishing columnist Wesley Loy, a well-known observer of  
fisheries of the North Pacific, also runs the Deckboss blog, www.deckboss. 
blogspot.com/.
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Fuelers unionize: Workers at one of Unalaska’s biggest fuel sup-
ply companies are joining the Inlandboatmen’s Union of the Pacific.

A majority of Delta Western employees voted to join the union 
in early April at an election held by the National Labor Relations 
Board. Before that, Delta Western’s Unalaska fuelers spent a few 
months staging walkouts and filing federal complaints against their 
managers. They claimed that managers had mistreated workers  
in violation of national labor law in an effort to discourage  
unionization.

Executives from Delta Western and its parent company made fre-
quent visits to the Unalaska shop leading up to the vote. Until now, 
none of Delta Western’s fuel terminals in Alaska were unionized.

The Inlandboatmen’s 
Union is the marine off-
shoot of the International 
Longshore and Warehouse 
Union. The ILWU has a 
huge presence in Unalas-
ka; according to the union, 
Unalaska’s ILWU local is 
the largest in the state.

The next step is for Delta 
Western to negotiate a con-
tract with union represen-
tatives. That process could 
take up to a year. In the 
meantime, employees will 
work under their current 
contracts. The company is 
not allowed to make any 
changes to those contracts.

      
End of an era: Unalaska 

is saying goodbye to Carl 
E. Moses, the state’s longest-serving representative. Moses died 
April 30 at the age of 84, after a long career in politics and business.

In Unalaska, Carl’s commercial company started as a general 
store and branched out into a hotel, a bar, and a restaurant. As 

Unalaska’s state representative, Moses 
served 11 terms and spearheaded the 
shared fisheries landing tax. That tax 
brings in millions of dollars to Unalaska 
each year and makes up a significant 
portion of the city’s annual budget.

Moses’ time in the House ended in 
2006, when he lost his bid for re-election 
to Bryce Edgmon in a coin toss after a 
tie vote. After that, Moses and his wife, 
Laresa, retired to Sand Point, near Carl’s 
childhood home of Sanak Island.

Moses made his last visit to Unalas-
ka in 2012 to see the city dedicate the 
Carl E. Moses Boat Harbor. At the time, 
Moses told KUCB that he was glad to see 
the harbor up and running after years 
of planning. And he was glad to see 

Unalaska again. “It brought tears to my eyes,” he said of his flight 
into town.

      
Cutter changes after fatality: The Coast Guard is planning 

to change out equipment on its national security cutters after one 

crewman died during a winter rescue in the 
Bering Sea.

Petty Officer Travis Obendorf, a 28-year-old 
from Idaho, was one of a few crew members 
dispatched from the cutter Waesche to evacuate 
nonessential personnel off a distressed fishing boat — the Alaska 
Mist — near Amak Island in early November. Obendorf was  
fatally injured when the Coast Guard’s rescue boat slammed into a  
malfunctioning capture net at the rear of the cutter. He died in a 
Seattle hospital in December.

According to an investigation by the Coast Guard, the capture 
net system hadn’t worked properly on the Waesche — and other  

cutters in the fleet — for 
months before Obendorf’s 
accident. There was a pro-
posal to fix the recovery  
system, but it wasn’t deemed 
urgent. While they waited 
for a permanent fix, the  
Waesche crew decided to 
post a man at the bow of the  
rescue boat to manually 
secure the vessel at the end 
of each mission. Obendorf 
had that job during the fatal 
rescue in November.

After his death, the 
Coast Guard immediately 
ordered commanding offi-
cers to stop posting crew 
at the front of their rescue 
boats. On top of that, they 
swapped out the small boat 
Obendorf had been rid-
ing in for a slightly larger  
model. The Coast Guard 
will be repairing the capture 

 net systems on its cutters, 
 and from here on out, 
they’re pledging to do a better job evaluating the safety side of work 
orders and repair requests from across the fleet.

      
Mouse out: City workers on St. George Island got a nasty  

surprise this spring when they received a mouse-infested shipment 
of grass seeds and straw.

St. George is part of the Alaska Maritime National Wildlife  
Refuge and also one of the few mouse-free island communities in 
the world. It takes constant vigilance: Residents have to stay on the 
lookout for the pests, which are hard to get rid of once a population 
takes root.

St. George officials called up the Alaska Maritime refuge and got 
two staff biologists to travel to the island. Together, they trapped 
more than 50 mice and kept the tiny rodents from spreading to  
other shipping containers at the local harbor.

In a press release, Fish and Wildlife Service biologist Marc Roma-
no proclaimed the threat had passed. “We got really lucky here,” 
Romano said. “If mice had established themselves on St. George, 
they could have threatened the wildlife and gotten into the village.”

Lauren Rosenthal is a reporter for KUCB, Unalaska. Previously, she 
worked for the Pittsburgh Post-Gazette.

the international longshore and Warehouse 
union prevailed in a union vote at delta Western 
in dutch Harbor. delta Western provides fuel for 
a variety of purposes, including aviation.  

After rescue death, all Coast Guard cutters to be fixed
LETTEr from UNaLaSka

nonessential personnel off a distressed fishing boat — the Alaska

by LAUREN ROSENTHAL

they’re pledging to do a better job evaluating the safety side of work 

Carl and laresa Moses 
at the Alaska House 
Finance Committee in 
1998. Alaska flew flags 
at half-staff throughout 
Alaska when Carl Moses 
died.
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If built, the Northern Gateway pipeline 
would transport up to 525,000 barrels per 
day of bitumen from Alberta’s tar sands 
to a super-tanker port at Kitimat. A twin  
pipeline would also pump 193,000 barrels 
daily of imported condensate, which is used to dilute bitumen.

The pipeline and its associated shipping through narrow  
channels from Kitimat to the open ocean has prompted massive 
opposition from coastal residents, First Nations organizations,  
fishermen, and environmentalists. 

Kitimat is already experiencing an economic boom from  
liquid natural gas plant construction, 
which has not generated the kind of  
controversy that Enbridge’s Northern 
Gateway project has.

      
Marine use plans could impact  

fishing: Draft plans for two major areas 
on the B.C. coast were released in April.

The North Vancouver Island and  
Haida Gwaii draft marine plans are part 
of a partnership between the province 
of British Columbia and 18 First Nations 
developing plans for marine uses and 

long-term ocean health on B.C.’s 
North Pacific coast. 

The intention is to use the best 
available science and local and  
traditional knowledge to devel-
op four sub-regional plans and a  
regional priorities plan.

Marine stakeholders representing 
multiple sectors provide input and 
advice to the process via advisory 

committees. Former fisherman Jim McIsaac, coordinator for the 
B.C. Commercial Fishing Caucus, said that there is no doubt these 
plans could have long-term impacts on commercial fisheries. 

McIsaac said it is in the industry’s best interests to  
provide comment to ensure that these plans are supportive of  
commercial fishing. 

While jurisdiction over commercial fishing is in the hands of 
the federal government in Canada, Canadian ocean agencies are 
not participating in this planning, making plan integration all  
but impossible.

“The province is trying to keep plans in their jurisdiction and is 
trying not to affect federal jurisdiction,” McIsaac said. “It appears 
impossible, however, to do so: If the plan gives priority access 
to other users, like renewable energy for a wind farm in areas  
currently fished, how can fishing not be affected?” 

Michel Drouin has been a prawn, crab, gillnet, and seine crewman, a  
tenderman, and a research vessel crewman. He has been covering  
fisheries since 1990.

by MICHEL DROUINB.c. UpDaTE
Canadians approve of U.S.-Canadian albacore treaty

Tuna treaty: A three-year albacore tuna fishing agreement 
between Canada and the United States is a positive move for 
the albacore fleets of both countries, said British Columbia Tuna  
Fishermen’s Association president Greg Holm.

The agreement was reached following negotiations in mid-April 
for the 2014-16 seasons. 

The original treaty providing reciprocal access for Canadian and 
American North Pacific albacore tuna harvesters to fish and land 
albacore tuna in each other’s domestic waters had been in existence 
since 1981 and expired after the 2011 season. 

There was no treaty or cross-border fishing in 2012, but a  
one-year agreement was reached for the 
2013 season in which 45 Canadian ves-
sels were permitted to fish albacore in 
U.S. waters. U.S. vessels fished in Cana-
dian waters, as well. The 2013 agreement 
has been rolled over for the new three- 
year term. 

“Three years provides certainty, 
and guys can come up with a business 
plan,” Holm said. “There is a lot of ben-
efit for both countries to have this longer  
term treaty.”

The albacore tuna season was very 
good off B.C. last year, Holm reported. 

“I think last year was the second high-
est year for landings in B.C.,” he said. 
“There was huge fishing in Canada, and 
a large American presence here. Hope-
fully, U.S. fishermen continue to see value 
in the treaty. If you can chase the tuna in 
their travels, it benefits both fleets.” 

Having a three-year treaty with politics 
aside will hopefully provide opportunity 
for the Canadian and U.S. tuna fleets to develop joint science work 
and marketing plans, Holm added. 

Holm said it doesn’t make sense for the U.S. and Canadian fleets 
to be divided when the threat of distant-water fleets taking more 
albacore will cause declines in catches for both fleets. 

“It makes more sense to look at those together, if they ramp up 
the fishery on albacore,” Holm said. “We’ll see how those joint 
issues can be looked at.”

      
No on pipeline: It is a totally non-binding vote, but it was  

interesting to see that the citizens of the village of Kitimat at the 
head of Douglas Channel — the proposed site for a heavy bitumen 
terminal — voted April 12 against the proposed Enbridge pipeline 
to their community. 

The ballot count was 1,793 opposed versus 1,278 supporters for 
a vote of 58.4 percent to 41.6 percent. 

The Northern Gateway pipeline, which has already won  
approval by a joint review panel of energy and environmental  
regulators, is expected to be decided on by Canada’s federal  
government in June. 

Haida Gwaii draft marine plans are part 
of a 
of British Columbia and 18 First Nations
developing plans for marine uses and 

Above: With the Cana-
dian media fixated on the 
noisy debate over northern 
Gateway and development 
of Alberta’s oil sands, Asian oil 
giants are quietly pursuing shale 
gas and other opportunities that could transform 
Canada into a credible liquefied natural gas  
(lnG) exporter.
Above right: the site of the proposed B.C. Oil Coast is 
near Kitimat.
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fISH facTor by LAINE WELCH

Seining pollock, seeking salmon origins using strontium

NET systems

Your complete trawl gear supplier from  
Codends to Main wire.

Midwater Trawls         Bottom Trawls
Series 2000 Doors         Gull Wing Doors

Ultra Cross Web        UC Silver, UC PE, UC Nylon

Midwater Trawls         Bottom Trawls
Series 2000 Doors         Gull Wing Doors

NET systems inc.
7910 N.E. Day Rd. West, Bainbridge Island, WA 98110

Phone 206.842.5623     Toll Free 800.722.5568
Fax 206.842.6832

Email sales@net-sys.com    Web www.net-sys.com

Cod: In jig fishing for cod, 60 boats are facing a quota of nearly 6 
million pounds, and the fishery is likely to remain open all year. At 
the same time, jiggers can keep as much pollock as they catch.  

“No one seems to be taking advantage of the pollock jig fishery in 
the sense that they are going out and targeting pollock,” said Matt 
Keyse, a regional manager at Fish and Game in Kodiak.  

Overall, Keyse expects jig pollock deliveries to add up to what 
they usually do. “On average every year, jig cod boats tend to land 
between 20,000 to 30,000 pounds of pollock, and I would expect 
we’ll be somewhat in that same range if things stay the same as they 
are now.” 

Jig cod price at Kodiak is 35 cents a pound.  Pollock is closer to  
13 cents.

Salmon: June 9 is the start of Kodiak’s salmon season, and Keyse 
said there won’t be conflicting seine gear in the water — for salmon 
and pollock. 

“We’ve put together the permit and the terms and a study plan 
on how we are going to conduct the fishery, and  now it’s up to the 
fishermen to decide whether or not they want to go. There has been 
interest, and most people who signed up a few weeks ago indicated 
it was probably going to be late May or early June because most of 
those boats are out herring fishing right now,” Keyse said.

      
Tracking salmon: If you catch a salmon in the Nushagak fishing 

district of Bristol Bay, doctoral candidate Sean Brennan at the Uni-
versity of Alaska Fairbanks could probably tell you which part of the 
region’s expansive river system it comes from. 

His method uses not telepathy but strontium isotopes.
Brennan is finishing up a 2.5-year Alaska Sea Grant–funded 

research project, creating a tool to identify the birthplace of adult 
salmon harvested in mixed-stock commercial fisheries. The project is 
focused on Chinook salmon in the Nushagak River, but it has impli-
cations for other rivers across the state. Brennan is launching a new 
method of mapping Alaska.

The tool is the ratio of two different isotopes of strontium, a chem-
ical element found naturally in the earth. The diversity of rock types, 
their ages, and how they weather creates variation in the strontium 
isotopic composition in the environment, which is transferred into 
the river water as it passes over bedrock.

To track salmon, Brennan removed otoliths from chinook salmon 
incidentally caught during the commercial sockeye fishery in Nush-
agak Bay. Otoliths are the auditory structure in fish, which are simi-
lar to tree rings. The center rings of the otolith represent the fish’s 
young life, and the outer rings represent its older life. The otolith 
is composed of chemicals — including strontium — from the water 
where the fish live. 

By matching the isotope signatures from the early stages of the 
otolith with the strontium isotope map he has developed, Brennan 
can pinpoint the exact area and sometimes the tributary stream 
where each salmon was born.

“It’s the difference in geology that then allows you to chemical-
ly fingerprint the river they came from and were headed back to,”  
said Brennan.

Brennan came up with this project idea before applying to  
graduate school. He was inspired by work with the isotope tracer in 
the Lower 48 states, published in 2008.

“We submitted quite a few proposals,” said Brennan, “and are 
thrilled that Alaska Sea Grant was interested in funding this project.”

The Nushagak region is geologically diverse and produces some 

of the world’s largest wild salmon runs,  
supporting subsistence, sport, and commercial 
fisheries in Bristol Bay.

Brennan also gives credit to the University 
of Utah, where he earned his undergraduate 
degree and where he does his lab work under the guidance of two 
Utah advisors, professors Diego Fernandez and Thure Cerling. 

At the start of the project, Utah was just building a state-of-the-art 
facility to study strontium isotopes in both liquids and solid mate-
rials. The University of Alaska Fairbanks did not have an isotope 
lab at that time. However, a new engineering building is under con-
struction at UAF, and it will house the new Alaska Isotope Facility.

Matthew Wooller is Brennan’s major adviser and a UAF  
professor at the Water and Environmental Research Center in the 
Institute of Northern Engineering and the School of Fisheries and  
Ocean Sciences. 

He is very excited about the research work because he feels it is 
the cutting edge of a new way to view Alaska.

“Salmon migration is very interesting to me,” said Wooller. “And 
there are broader applications, such as strontium isotope maps  
of Alaska, that are coming down the pipeline. I’m one of the  
potential users, standing in the wings ready to use Sean’s research in 
further applications.”

Pacific Fishing columnist Laine Welch writes the Fish Factor  
newspaper column and produces Fish Radio out of Kodiak. She is often 
helped by Stephanie Mangini.
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fISH poLITIcS by BOB TKACZ

Legislature looking for ways to save budget money
A bill that would make the Alaska Commercial Fisheries Entry 

Commission a division of the Department of Fish and Game 
was introduced in the final days of this year’s legislative session,  
specifically to give the industry the rest of the year to figure out 
whether it’s a good idea.

Homer Rep. Paul Seaton, the committee chairman and a tender 
boat skipper and former fisherman, emphasized at the bill’s April 
17 hearing, three days before the scheduled end of the legislative 
session, that the bill was introduced to allow people to consider 
one possible alternative to the approaching problem of massive 
state budget cuts expected in the immediate few years.

“This is not prejudged that we’re going to do something,” Seaton 
said. He also praised CFEC as an efficient and valuable state asset 
and emphasized that the bill is not a response to any complaint or 
problem with it.

What Seaton wants to do, in a deliberate manner, is to find every 
way to protect a sufficient budget for fishery management.

“What we’re putting on the table is, how do we get to there  
without doing it in a crisis time when we’re just budget-cutting and 
all of a sudden we don’t have a structure in place,” Seaton said.

The Department of Fish and Game took a direct $1 million  
budget cut for the fiscal year starting July 1. The hit was really 
much more, because all state departments are also eating inflation-
ary costs. The Republican-controlled Legislature is proud of a total 
$50 million cut in state spending, and there’s more to come.

With that reduction, the Legislature is taking $2 billion from 
about $18 billion in savings to fund the new budget, thanks in large 
part to the major cut in oil taxes Gov. Sean Parnell pushed through 
the Legislature in 2013. Due to other factors, principally increas-
ing falling North Slope oil production, state revenues are almost 
$2 billion below last year’s level. Oil production and revenues are 
expected to continue falling for the next decade.

The math is pretty obvious, and Seaton is searching for a way to 
protect fishery management in any way possible.

How much savings might come from combining ADF&G and 
CFEC is what HB 386 is intended to find out.

The bill replaces CFEC with the Commercial Fisheries Entry 
Division, which would largely be a license- and permit-processing 
agency under a director hired by the commissioner of Fish and 
Game. Currently, CFEC and ADF&G both issue licenses and run 
their own computer systems, which would seem to be an obvious 
area for savings.

The bill eliminates the three CFEC commissioners, each of whom 
costs $185,000 per year in salary and benefits. They are the appeals 
court for decisions on vessel licensing and permit applications by 
two staff hearing officers, and their workload has dropped signifi-
cantly from a high of over 900 pending cases in the early 1990s. 
CFEC’s docket, in April, was 30 cases, including 23 under hearing 
officer review that may or may not be appealed. In 2013, the CFEC 
adjudicated just six cases, but not for lack of “manpower.”

CFEC is supposed to have a tie-breaking three commission-
ers but has been operating with only two since the retirement of  
Peter Froelich in November 2012. Alaska’s governor appoints  
commissioners, and Parnell has left the post vacant since then 
without explanation.

Under HB 386, license and permit disputes would go before 

an administrative law judge in the Office of 
Administrative Hearings, a section of the 
Department of Administration. The OAH 
was established by legislation passed in 2003, 
originally as an independent hearing office in 
response to taxpayers’ complaints that hearings on tax disputes 
held before Department of Revenue officers didn’t seem fair.

At his April confirmation hearing to a record-setting ninth term, 
Chairman Bruce Twomley said the CFEC has only one pending 
appeal in state court, down from a high of 150 in 1982.

He also noted a long-standing Alaska Supreme Court ruling 
that determined that any of CFEC’s decisions on a limited entry 
question apply retroactively. That means a decision against CFEC 
on a current case could potentially reopen hundreds of previously 
settled permit decisions.

Twomley noted that CFEC has suffered only two “partial  
reversals” by the state high court in its history, but the need for 
a good attorney would probably not change regardless of the  
agency’s format or location in the state bureaucracy.

HB 386 is a request from government to the industry it  
regulates for advice on how to deal with the future. The opportu-
nity shouldn’t be wasted.

Anyone can read the full bill here: http://tinyurl.com/nbcarlq.
I’m sure Rep. Seaton would be happy to hear from you at  

Rep.Paul.seaton@akleg.gov.
      

Lawmakers from both sides of the Gulf of Alaska outmaneu-
vered an Anchorage opponent to win passage of a bill that extends 
Alaska’s new salmon product development tax credit, with 
the addition of new herring products and anything made from  
byproducts of traditional seafoods.

Current law allows processors to claim a credit worth 50 percent 
of the cost of qualified investment values against up to 50 percent 
of their fish tax liabilities. Credits can be carried forward up to 
three years. Kodiak Rep. Alan Austerman’s HB 204 extended the 
expanded program to 2020, but Anchorage Sen. Kevin Meyer, the 
co-chairman of the Senate Finance Committee, was not allowing it 
to advance to a Senate vote as the legislative session ended.

Meyer, who works for ConocoPhillips and had endorsed  
hundreds of millions of dollars in oil and gas tax credits in the  
current and past years, said he was opposed to new tax credits in 
the face of Alaska’s uncertain financial future.

At the same time, Soldotna Sen. Peter Micciche’s SB 71 was ready 
for a final vote in the House. SB 71 reorganized a more friendly 
payment schedule for groundfish trawlers and other commercial 
harvesters subject to the state’s landing tax.

Austerman amended HB 204 into SB 71, bypassing Meyer. 
When SB 71 was returned to the Senate for a vote to concur with 
the House amendments, Meyer would have been forced to oppose 
the bill of a fellow Republican majority member. The expanded bill 
passed 20-0.

Pacific Fishing columnist Bob Tkacz covers the Alaska Legislature and 
publishes Laws for the Sea, which focuses on seafood, fisheries, and  
environmental issues.
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from THE HELm by HANK ORTH

Rough skiff teaches a lesson we too often forget
That fateful August evening started out innocently enough, as 

we pulled away from the Port Lions Dock at a little past 9 p.m. 
A couple of hours spent in town stretching our legs, checking 

in with the outside world, and taking a much needed and morale-
boosting banya (a steam bath of Russian origin, which will quite 
literally sweat the stress out of you) had worked wonders for the 
crew, myself included. 

It was supposed to be a short 75-minute run from Port Lions to 
Pineapple Cove, a popular anchorage near the village of Ouzinkie, 
where we would drop the pick for the night and try to put in a 
solid day and a half of fishing at a nearby hook-off before the big 
Northeast blow that was forecasted caught up to us. 

Things were going grand and according to plan, and I decided to 
take advantage of the rare combination of both sunshine and calm 
seas to enjoy the spectacular scenery of Marmot Bay from the flying 
bridge. 

My mood was peaceful 
as I pulled into Pineapple 
Cove. 

I found a suitable piece 
of real estate to drop the 
anchor and call ours for the 
evening. Fresh, clean and 
in bed before 10:30, this  
really was a great day! 

But just as the anchor 
dropped, so did my heart, 
as I soon realized that 
some way, some how, we 
had arrived without a very 
key piece of equipment.  
Our skiff! 

This was bad. Very bad! 
We frantically pulled the 

pick and began retracing 
our steps, knowing full well that we had a better shot at winning 
the Powerball lottery than finding a 16-foot unlit skiff in the dark 
— a true needle-in-the-haystack scenario, but with tide, wind, and 
darkness to deal with, as well. 

After nearly an hour of searching to absolutely no avail, it 
seemed all hope was lost, and a bitterly harsh reality started to set 
in as I began contemplating exactly how many humpies (a lot!) it 
was going to take to buy myself some sort of make-shift skiff to 
make it through the rest of the season. 

I decided to throw in the proverbial towel and head back home, 
reluctant but ready to get started on finding a replacement skiff. 

But, no sooner did I set the plotter for Port Lions than I heard a 
voice chime in on the VHF radio that might as well have been that 
of an angel.

“Attention mariners, we’re at the east end of Whale Pass and 
have just found a white and blue fiberglass skiff with a Suzuki  
140 outboard!” Turns out my runaway skiff had been found by  
a tender.

I set a course for the tender ’s heading, quickly coaxing 
every available pony out of the Detroit Diesel, thus bring-
ing the boat up to a cool 9.5 knots (a speed usually reserved for  

flare-openings and photo-ops). 
We reached the tender in about 40 minutes. 

By that time, it had been more than two hours 
and nearly 10 miles since I first had noticed 
that my skiff had gone rogue. I was embar-
rassed, shook-up, and stressed out, but more than anything I was 
grateful as I asked the captain of the tender if there was any way I 
could possibly repay him and his crew for saving not only our day, 
but our season. He simply said, “No. Just maybe use a safety line 
next time!” 

Roger that.
Nevertheless, I had my crew pass over a case of beer and a box of 

candy bars, both being exceptionally precious commodities at sea. 
We waved goodbye to the saviors of our season, secured the skiff 

with a 1/2” Spectra safety line, and sheepishly motored back to 
Pineapple Cove. Hell, we 
even managed to make 
it there intact this time 
around, as we re-dropped 
the anchor at 2:30 a.m., 
climbed into our bunks, 
and tried to salvage any 
amount of sleep we could. 

I let the steady sailor’s 
serenade of waves brush-
ing against the bow of the 
boat ease my mind, as I 
reflected upon the events 
of that evening. I had got-
ten lucky. Very lucky. 

Although I knew full 
well I would receive a 
healthy ration of radio ridi-
cule in the morning, I tried 
not to let it keep me awake. 

Believe it or not, our troubles weren’t over for the trip. Far from 
it, in fact. Over the next few days, we managed to drag anchor 
eight times in a 50-knot northeast gale, narrowly avoiding a  
collision with a nearby boat. We also ripped the living daylights 
out of our net on a nasty snag, and even broke down within  
eyesight of boats loading up. Not awesome. Not at all. 

But we persisted, and pressed on, and eventually our  
persistence paid off when we took a deckload in three sets at a 
Westside honey-hole! 

Redemption at last! Our luck had finally turned! Although it had 
been a ridiculously rough week, filled with what seemed like an 
endless string of bad days, we had made it through, weathered the 
storm, and were stronger for it.

I reflected on my rotten week and realized that every trial and 
tribulation at sea is not only a lesson learned, but also a memory 
made. (I suppose I made a lot of memories that fateful week!) And 
also that success is never sweeter than when it’s been preceded  
by struggle!

Henry “Hank” Orth is a captain of the F/V Amy La Rae. He fishes out 
of Port Lions, Alaska.

Hank Orth’s crew nearly covering up his once-missing skiff.
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Professional services

Fishing Vessels 
Tug & Barge 
Dredging 
Floating Cranes 
Cargo & Misc. 
New Vessels 
Conversions 
Stability Analysis 

Hockema & Whalen 
Associates

Seattle WA 98107 E-mail: boatstuff@hockema.com 
5450 Leary Avenue NW #252 Tel:  206 365 0919 

N a v a l  A r c h i t e c t s  •  M a r i n e  E n g i n e e r s  

Jackson, Morgan
& Hunt, PLLC

4123 California Ave SW #101

www.jmhseattle.com

Gibbons & Associates, P.S.
MARITIME ATTORNEYS

Proctor in Admiralty
Over 30 years experience

Trials, appeals, mediations, arbitrations
Injury and Wage Claims

Salvage
Collisions

Shipyard Claims
Liens

Contracts
Charter Parties
Joint Ventures

Fisheries
Tug and Barge

Marine Insurance Disputes
Court-approved Rule 39.1 Arbitrator/Mediator

Coast Guard Licensed Master

Gibbons & Associates, P.S.
ph 206-381-3340; fax 206-381-3341

cell 206-419-6971
email svg@gibbonslawgroup.com

SE HABLA ESPANOL9309 Glacier Hwy,  Ste. B-200  • Juneau, AK 99801 •   info@ermcpa.com •  www.ermcpa.com

Tax • Accounting • Attest

We Serve

• For over 50 years, Nor-Fishing has been an important national and 
international meeting place for the fisheries industry. This is where the 
latest technology is presented. This is where you meet your customers 
and competitors, and this is where you present your latest innovations.

• More than 500 exhibitors will be representing: shipyards, engines and 
deck machinery, maritime electronics, fish-finding equipment, navigation 
and communication equipment, fish processing machines/equipment, 
refrigeration/freezing equipment, packing and transportation, safety 

equipment, environmental technology, and fishing ports.

• Exhibitors and visitors alike benefit from the opportunities Nor-Fishing 
offers to meet decision-makers and purchasers in the industry in Norway 

and other important fisheries nations.

• For additional information about attending  
or exhibiting at Nor-Fishing visit: www.nor-fishing.no

THE WORLD’S LEADING FISHERIES EXHIBITION:

Nor-Fishing 2014
August 19 to 22 in Trondheim, Norway
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Plastic traps for spot prawn/shrimp,  
Tanner/Dungeness crab and lobster

Phone: (714) 903-0433    Fax: (714) 899-2794

Web: WWW.OCEANTRAPS.COM
Email: oceantraps@aol.com

Establish your real estate  
in PACIFIC FISHING magazine!

Make sure that your name, contact  details and  
services are in  the fleet's hands EVERY month.

Set up a single or double Marketplace ad:
Call: 206-920-5516 or email: dianes@pacificfishing.com

Buyers of high-quality Alaskan and Canadian 
caught longline halibut and black cod.

We buy in all fishing areas anD  
We offer great prices. 

“Call us today for a quote on your trip!”

MAIN OFFICE:

Phone ...........206-232-5040
Fax ..................206-232-4413
Dana Cell ....206-295-7500
Tyler Cell .....206-354-7717
Dispatch ......4944

BELLINGHAM OFFICE:

Phone ...........360-676-1606
Fax ..................360-671-7855
Tony Cell .....360-739-3656
Dispatch ......5644

Dana f. besecKer co., inc.

SOME PEOPLE CAN 
FIX  ANYTHING.

PACIFIC FISHING

AD ON

MARKETPLACE

2.3125 x 3.625”

Worldwide Maritime Transportation 
Marine Logistics • Engineering • Full Service Shipyard

www.foss.com/shipyards

Always Safe. Always Ready.

 Need repairs? 
Get back on the 
water fast with 
Foss. 
 Call Jon at 
206.281.3864 or 
206.200.0530 or 
email jhie@foss.
com.

Contact
DIANE
SANDVIK
She knows
the business.

To reserve space,  
contact DIANE at (206) 920-5516  

or dianes@pacificfishing.com

THE BUSINESS MAGAZINE FOR FISHERMEN

WANt to 
rEAch 
fIShErmEN?  

WANt to 
rEAch 
fIShErmEN?  

Frank Kehoe
Custom Painting

Boats · Trucks  

Murals
Seattle
(206) 972-5017
kehoesigns@gmail.com
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LISTINGS WANTED!!!

IFQ: ALL AREAS
BOATS: ALL KINDS

PERMITS: ALL TYPES  
 

JOIN OUR LIST OF
SATISFIED CUSTOMERS.

CALL TODAY.
 

BUYERS ARE WAITING.

www.permitmaster.com

—IFQ—

NEW LISTINGS DAILY. CALL FOR QUOTES  
OR CHECK OUT OUR COMPLETE LIST  

ON THE WEB — $/F = FISHED

 

CALL FOR A COMPLETE LIST OF VESSELS FOR SALE
INCLUDING MANY BOAT/PERMIT PACKAGES

Toll Free: 888-588-1001

4302 Whistle Lake Rd • Anacortes, WA 98221

  
  

ONLINE @ www.permitmaster.com  Email: vessels@permitmaster.com Fax: 360-293-4180

IFQs • VESSELS • PERMITS
E X C E P T I O N A L  F U L L  S E R V I C E  B R O K E R A G E

PARTIAL LIST/CALL IF YOU DON’T SEE IT!

— PERMITS —

THE PERMIT MASTER

hERRiNg
SITKA SEINE ................................$450K
PWS SEINE ...............................WANTED
COOK INLET SEINE .........................$16K
KODIAK SEINE ...........................WANTED
SE GILLNET ....................................$12K
KODIAK GILLNET ...............................N/A
NORTON SOUND ..............................$2K
HOONAH POUND .......................WANTED
CRAIG POUND ...........................WANTED
PWS POUND .....................................N/A
SALmoN
S.E. DRIFT ......................................$95K
PWS DRIFT ......................... $36K LEASE
COOK INLET DRIFT ............................N/A
COOK INLET SET .....................$60K/PKG
AREA M DRIFT ..........................WANTED 
AREA M SET .....................................N/A
BBAY DRIFT .................................$155K
BBAY SET.......................................$35K
SE SEINE .....................................$304K
PWS SEINE .......................$220K OFFER
KODIAK SEINE ................................$55K
CHIGNIK SEINE ..................................N/A
AREA M SEINE ...............................$70K

POWER TROLL ...............................$42K
HAND TROLL ..................................$12K
PUGET SOUND DRIFT ................WANTED
PUGET SOUND SEINE ...................$275K
ShELLfiSh
SE DUNGY 300 POT ..........................N/A
SE DUNGY 225 POT ..................WANTED 
SE DUNGY 150 POT .......................$30K 
SE DUNGY 75 POT .........................$12K
SE POT SHRIMP ................................N/A
SE RED/TANNER .............$165K W/GEAR
SE BRN/TANNER ..........................$150K
SE RED/TANNE .............................$150K
SE BRN ...............................$80K OFFER
KODIAK TANNER <60’ ....................$28K 
DiVE
SE GEODUCK .................................$70K
SE CUCUMBER ...............................$31K 
miSC.
CHATHAM BLACKCOD .......$410K OFFER
CAL NEAR SHORE .....................WANTED
CAL SQUID ................................WANTED
CAL SQUID LITE BOAT ...............WANTED
CAL LOBSTER .....................$70K OFFER
CAL TROLL................................WANTED

EXCEpTioNAL “fULL” SERViCE
BRoKERAgE SAmpLES

3,600# “C” SE BCOD BLKD @ $28
1,000# “C” SE BCOD UNBLKD @ $28 

10,000# “C” WY BCOD UNBLKD TRADE FOR SE
2,500# “C” WY BCOD BLKD @ $25

2,600# “B” WY BCOD UNBLKD @ $31
3,000# “B” CG BCOD BLKD @ $25

11,000# “C” WG BCOD BLKD @ $15
9,000# “C” WG BCOD UNBLKD @ $17

9,000# “B” AI BCOD BLKD @ $3
20,000# “B” AI BCOD UNBLKD @ $4

1,100# “D” 2C HAL BLKD @ $42
ANY# “C” 2C HAL UNBLKD @ WANTED

10,000# “B/C” 3A HAL UNBLKD @ WANTED
800# “C” 3B HAL UNBLKD @ $22
3,600# “C” 3B HAL BLKD @ $20

3,500# “B” 4A HAL UNBLKD @ $20
5,000# “B” 4A HAL BLKD @ $18

15,000# “B/C” 4B HAL UNBLKD @ WANTED
20,000# “B” 4D HAL UNBLKED @ $20

p2050m – 54 X 16.2 COMBO, GMC 8V71 MAIN, 
TWIN DISC GEAR, 30KW ISUZU, JUNES CRAB 
BLOCK ON ARTICULATING DAVIT, COILER, BAIT 
CHOPPER, SPRAY BRINE RSW. ACCOMODATIONS 
FOR 7, WITH 5 BERTHS IN FOCSLE AND 2 BERTH 
STATEROOM, HEAD W/SHOWER, ELECTRIC GALLEY. 
COMNAV PILOT, JRC SOUNDER, 4 GPS, 36 AND 72 
MILE RADARS, VHF’S, SSB, SAT PHONE. REDUCED 
TO $249K.

p2000m – 58 X 16 TOPHOUSE FROSTAD, 8V71 
GMC MAIN, TWIN DISC GEAR, 3 STATION HYD 
STEERING, 3500 GAL FUEL, 700 WATER. PACKS 
80K IN SLUSH IN 3 INSULATED, GLASSED HOLDS. 
BOOM W/TOPPING AND VANGING. ELECTRONICS 
INCLUDE FURUNO RADAR, RAYTHEON SOUNDER, 
ECHOTEC PLOTTER, FURUNO GPS, WAGNER MK 
IV PILOT. ADMEASURE DONE. NOW IN BLAINE, WA. 
AVAILABLE FOR INSPECTION. ASKING $119K. 

p2083m – 32 X 13.4 ALUMINUM FLUSHDECK 
STERNPICKER BUILT IN 89, 375HP JOHN DEERE 
NEW IN 2008, TWIN DISC 509 GEAR, 421 CESSNA 
CONSTANT HYDRAULICS, SLIDING REEL W/AUTO 
LEVELWIND, PROP CLEAN-OUT. VIDEO SOUNDER, 
ECHOTEC AND GARMIN GPS. GREAT BOAT, READY 
TO GO FISHING. REDUCED TO $160K.

p2071m – 56 X 20.5 STEEL COMBO BUILT BY FEN-
TRON, 120 VOLVO MAIN, 2 - 40KW JOHN DEERE/
NORTHERN LITES AUX, PACKS HONEST 85K IN 
RSW W/GOOD CIRCULATION. PACKS 2800 GAL 
FUEL. COMPLETE ELECTRONICS INCLUDE FURUNO 
RADAR, FURUNO SOUNDER, GARMIN PLOTTER AND 
COMNAV PILOT. ACCOMODATIONS FOR 6. COMES 
WITH MASTER MARINE SKIFF W/2 SEASONS ON 
6V53 GMC AND SE SEINE. PACKAGE PRICE OF 
$850K.

p2102m – 55 X 18 ALUMINUM SHORE SEINER, 
3408 CAT MAIN W/7000 HOURS, TWIN DISC 514, 
ISUZU 6BBI RUNNING HYDRAULICS, 5KW NORTH-
ERN LITES, 18 TON IMS HYDRAULIC RSW, PACKS 
85K IN 3 HOLDS W/GOOD CIRCULATION. DUAL  
RADARS, COMPUTER W/NOBEL TEC, COLOR 
SOUNDER, 2 GPS, SAT PHONE, PLOTTER, WAGNER 
PILOT. JUST HAULED OUT AND READY FOR SEASON.  
ASKING $760K.

p2099m – MEL MARTIN BUILT IN 1984, GMC 6V92 
MAIN, TWIN DISC 509 GEAR, DIRECT DRIVE HY-
DRAULICS, NEW EXHAUST W/MUFFLER. NARROW 
FIXED REEL, NEW POWER ROLLER IN 2011. PACKS 
14K IN HATCHES. GARMIN GPS, 3 SOUNDERS, VHF. 
BOAT ONLY $75K. CONTAINER W/16 SHACKLES OF 
RED GEAR, ONE KING NET, BUOYS, LINES, TOOLS 
SPARES, ONLY $4K MORE W/BOAT.

p2070m – 58 X 21 X 9 STEEL COMBO BUILT BY 
MANLY IN 89. CAT 3408TA MAIN W/3 HOLE PTO 
W/6 HYD PUMPS, JOHN DEERE 65KW, N LITES 
20KW, ISUZU 4BD1 HYDRAULIC AUX, 2 - 25 TON 
RSW SYSTEMS, 24" BOWTHRUSTER, MARCO 32" 
2 SPD SWIVEL WHEEL BLOCK, 48" SIKICH 2 SPD 
SELF PURSING WINCH. PACKS 140K SALMON, 75 
TON HERRING.REDUNDANT ELECTRONICS. ENTIRE 
BOAT COMPLETELY REDONE AT DELTA IN 2011. ALL 
THE BELLS AND WHISTLES AT HALF THE COST OF A 
NEW ONE. REDUCED TO $1,550,000.

p1969m – 58' PACKER, JUST ADD DECK GEAR AND 
GO SEINING, 8V71 GMC MAIN, KUBOTA AUX W/200 
HOURS, 3 HOLDS W/RSW PACK 40 TON HERRING, 
BUNKS FOR 6. COMPLETE ELECTRONICS. PERFECT 
GILLNET TENDER. ADMEASURE DONE. REDUCED 
TO $85K.
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AVAILABLE TO HARVEST YOUR IFQS!
We deliver quality product! 
F/V Sherrie Marie, 65’ Steel 
longliner, available for hired 
skipper & walk-ons.  30+ years 

fully equipped boat, seasoned 
professional crew with HIGH 
QUALITY
delivered bled & iced.  Competi-
tive rates & references.

Contact Norman @ 509-675-0304 or alaskanorm@centurylink.net

The F/V Morgan  
is ready to fish 

your IFQs!
The F/V Morgan is a 32' Delta, available 
to fish all classes of quota in all areas. 
It’s a like-new, fully-equipped, clean, 
and comfortable boat. Professional 
crew with 15+ years experience in 
the fishery. Flexible schedule and 
competitive rates. No #2s, best prices. 

For more information, contact Jonathan Pavlik, (907) 784-3032

fiSh ifQ
Will fish your 2C, B, C or D halibut IFQ 
for 30% or 25% medical transfers. I pay 
for everything, travel included. 25 years 
experience, hardworking, easy going, 
lots of references and return clients.  
(541) 260-2441 or (907) 957-6295.

800-992-4960  907-235-4966
UPDATED LISTINGS ON THE WEB

PO BOX 505, HOMER ALASKA 99603
Alaska Boats & Permits, Inc.

FULL SERVICE MARINE BROKERAGE
FAX: 907-235-4965 E-MAIL: abp@acsalaska.net

IFQs PERMITS VESSELS

www.alaskaboat.com

Harvest your A, B, or C IFQ’s 
on the F/V Expatriate

A fully equipped and well maintained 58’ Delta. 
Experienced captain and crew with a reputation for 
quality; best markets for your catch. Buyer references 
available. 

Call 907-772-4856 weekdays 
OR mobile 602-320-9050

fiSh ifQ
Will fish your 3b, 4a, 4b halibut IFQ. A, B or C 
class. Room on documentation or walk-ons. 
Lots of references, professional. (907) 654-7780 
or (970) 254-8416.

ENDoRSEmENT
California trap endorsement for sheephead. 
$85,000. Call Don: (949) 279-9369.

FOR SALE

MV Silver Dolphin
Fish Packer/Tender • Length 97' • Beam 24'

Capacity – 200 tons (approx.)
Repowered – 2010 Cummins KTA 19M

New Twin Disc Gearbox
40T – RSW • 4/71 GM Auxiliary • 100 KW Genset

CSI approved March 2013

$850,000
For more information, please call:

Home (250) 923-0978 • Cell (250) 203-1006
email jlforester@shaw.ca

f/V wESTERN fREEDom
We want to harvest your black cod IFQ. Fam-
ily owned, experienced captain and crew. 
MARCO AutoBaiter, lots of media, sauna, good 
food. Guaranteed quality harvest experience. 
Contact Garrett Elwood. Cell: (425) 345-8301. 
Home: (425) 259-2731.

Pacific Fishing June ‘14

(206)789-5101
(800)683-0297

See all our listings at www.dockstreetbrokers.com.

Dock Street Brokers

HALIBUT IFQ
2C-D-B:    1,450 lbs ..........asking $42.00
4A-B-B:    4,900 lbs ..........asking $18.00
4A-C-B:    1,400 lbs ..........asking $12.00
4B-B-B:    3,800 lbs ..........asking $14.00

SABLEFISH IFQ
AI-C-B:     7,000 lbs  .............asking $1.75
CG-C-U:   4,000 lbs  ............ asking $23.50
CG-C-B:      650 lbs  ............ asking $15.00
SE-C-B:    2,700 lbs  ............asking $22.00
WG-A-U:  22,000 lbs............asking $20.00
WG-C-B:   5,000 lbs  ............ asking $12.00

Selling your boat?
Low 5% Commission
Non-Exclusive Listing  

You retain the right 
to sell your own vessel.

We are here to help with 
all your vessel, permit              

or IFQ needs.

DR13-002  108’x26’x10.8’ steel 
catcher/processor trawler, built 
in 1980 by Hudson Shipbuilders.  
Vessel is inspected under the 
USCG Alternate Compliance Safety 
Agreement (ACSA).  Cat 398 main 
rated at 825 hp.  Kort nozzle.  (2) Cat 
3304 90 kw and John Deere 110 kw 
gen sets.  6,000 cu ft fish hold packs 
appr. 110 MT of frozen product.  
Complete trawl setup with (2) trawl 
winches, net reel on gantry.  Call for 
details and recent survey.  PRICE 
REDUCED TO $800,000 obo.

LL13-011  57.5’x27’ longliner 
convertible to seining, crabbing and 
pot cod. Built in 1979, rebuilt in 2007 
with a bulbous bow and sponsons. 
Cummins KTA 19-M3 main rated 
at 640 hp. John Deere 50 kw & 27 
kw generators. Includes two LLP for 
CG HAL, WG HAL-Pot, BS and AI.    
Asking $1,450,000.

LL13-013  59.3’x18’x9’  longline/tuna 
vessel built in 1976 by Ed Martin.  
Cummins NT855-M rated at 300 hp. 
Isuzu 20 kw generator. Hydraulic 
driven Carrier 5F40 compressor. 
24” Nordic hauler, Marcomatic 
auto baiter. Aluminum bait shed.
IMMACULATE CONDITION! Asking 
$800,000. 

DR13-009  115’x30’x10.5’ dragger, 
built in 1984 by Bender. 1710 hp 
Cat 3516 main, 320 kw 8V92, 320 
kw 12V71 & 99 kw John Deere gen 
sets. 12,000 cu. ft. capacity. 200 ton 
ammonia RSW. Rapp winches & net 
reels, blasted & painted. Extensive 
additional work including complete 
exterior sandblast & paint, repainted 
machinery spaces, and refinished 
galley. Asking $2,150,000 for vessel 
alone, or $2,500,000 with NE Multi 
Species permits.
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FisherySpecies Asking Price* Offer*

Prices in JUNE vary in accordance with market conditions.* in thousands
+ denotes an increase from last month. N/A denotes No Activity.
– denotes a decrease from last month.

By Mike Painter and the Permit Master

State 
Value*

Alaska Entry Permit Prices
(as of 6-1-14)

Gillnet: Bay permits were steady @ $150k in early May. SE permits were down as 
low as $95k. PWS permits were hard to find and leases were going in the upper 
$30s. Recent sales of cook Inlet permits were at $75k. Area M permits were hard to 
find and holding just over $100k.

Seine: SE permit were still available just over $300k. Leases are going for $30k. PWS 
permits are hard to find and offers are around $220k. Kodiak permits are in the mid 
to upper $50s. Area M permits are still available in the mid $60s.

Troll: SE Power Troll permits moved up to the low $40s. hand Troll permits moved 
up to $12k or more. Lower 48 Troll permits remain hard to find at any price.

Shellfish: SE dungy permits are scarce except for the 75 pot permits. Puget Sound 
dungy cards are in high demand. Rumor has private sales at over $100k. There are 
a few Oregon and Washington coast permits available, but not many buyers look-
ing right now. california permits are readily available, mostly in the lower pot tiers 
and 45’ and less.

 SALMON 

 S SE DRIFT 95 90 102

 S PWS DRIFT 250 235 212.1

 S cOOK INLET DRIFT 75- 75 75.9

 S AREA M DRIFT 105 105+ 86

 S BRISTOL BAY DRIFT 150- 150 140.4

 S SE SEINE 305 290- 311.3

 S PWS SEINE 220 220 200.1

 S cOOK INLET SEINE N/A 87+ 75.1

 S KODIAK SEINE 60+ 55 50.3

 S chIgNIK SEINE 245- 225 186.3

 S AREA M SEINE 65 60- 67.8

 S YAKUTAT SET 16 12 19.9

 S cOOK INLET SET 17.5 14 13.4

 S AREA M SET NET 65 52.5 55.6

 S BRISTOL SET NET 35- 38- 37.3

 S LOWER YUKON 10 9 12.3

 S POWER TROLL 42+ 40 35.2

 S hAND TROLL 12 12 10.3

 HERRING 

 h SE gILLNET 12 10 12.8

 h KODIAK gILLNET 5 5 5

 h SITKA SEINE 450 250 461.3

 h PWS SEINE 37 35- 30.9

 h cOOK INLET SEINE 16 15 16.8

 h KODIAK SEINE 35- 30 26.8

 h SE POUND SOUTh 37 37 36

 h SE POUND NORTh 47 45+ 44

 h PWS POUND 5 4 3.5

 SHELLFISH 

 S SE DUNgY 75 POT 13+ 10 11.1

 S SE DUNgY 150 POT 30 17.5 18.4

 S SE DUNgY 225 POT 40 26 28.2

 S SE DUNgY 300 POT 52 50 41.9

 S SE POT ShRIMP 21 16 21.3

 S KODIAK TANNER <60 28 25 30.5

 S PUgET SOUND DUNgY 105 100 N/A

 S WAShINgTON DUNgY 1,250-3,750/FT 1,000-3,500/FT N/A

 S OREgON DUNgY 1,500-3,750/FT 1,250-3,500/FT N/A

 S cALIFORNIA DUNgY 200-600/POT 200-500/POT N/A

 SE ALASKA DIVE 

 SE AK Dive URchIN 4 3 3.6

 SE AK Dive cUcUMBER 31 28- 30.5

 SE AK Dive gEODUcK 70- 60 82

BOX   score

F I S H E R I E S  F I N A N C I N G

Customers Jake, Paul and Ben Clampitt

CUSTOMER
 OWNED.
CUSTOMER
 DRIVEN.
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Halibut & Sablefish IFQ Prices
recent market activity in halibut and sablefish quota shares

Species
Regulatory

Area
Vessel 

Category*
Poundage 
(thousands)

Status 
(blocked/

unblocked)

Ask
(per pound) 

Low High

Offer
(per pound) 

Low High

NOTE:  Halibut prices reflect net weight, sablefish round weight. Pricing for leased shares  
 is expressed as a percentage of gross proceeds. ** Too few to characterize.

*Vessel Categories:  A = freezer boats   B = over 60’   c = 35’-60’   D = < 35’

By Mike Painter and the Permit Master

Buyers are looking for 2c, but there is very little on the market, which is holding 
prices firm. Demand for 3A has pushed unblocked prices to over $40. 3B listings are 
getting scarce with prices in the low $20s. Area 4 is still slow to get going.

Sablefish quota share is still moving when the price is right. As usual, interest is 
highest in the east and goes down the further west you go. So far it’s mainly SE/WY 
and a little cg, but not much. Prices over $20 in cg aren’t getting much interest.

 h 2c D 1-10 B 42.00-48.00 42.00-46.00

 h 2c c/B 1-3 B 43.00-46.00 43.00-46.00

 h 2c c/B 4-10 B 46.00-48.00 45.00-47.00

 h 2c c/B ANY U 48.00-50.00 47.00-48.00

 h 2c A  B/U 50.00 48.00

 h 3A D  B/U 32.00-36.00 28.00-34.00

 h 3A c/B 1-5 B 32.00-36.00 30.00-33.00

 h 3A c/B 5-10 B 36.00-38.00 33.00-37.00

 h 3A c/B >10 U 42.00-44.00 38.00-42.00

 h 3A A  B/U 40.00 38.00

 h 3B D  B 16.00-20.00 12.00-15.00

 h 3B c/B 1-10 B 18.00-24.00 16.00-20.00

 h 3B c/B >10 U 22.00-26.00 20.00-23.00

 h 3B A  B/U N/A 20.00

 h 4A D  B/U 10.00-16.00 10.00-12.00

 h 4A c/B 1-10 B 12.00-15.00 10.00-12.00

 h 4A c/B >10 B 16.00-18.00 10.00-12.00

 h 4A c/B >10 U 18.00-20.00 16.00-18.00

 h 4B/c/D c/B 1-10 B 12.00-16.00 8.00-10.00

 h 4B/c/D c/B >10 B/U 17.00-20.00 10.00-12.00

 S SE c/B 1-10 B 22.00-25.00 20.00-22.00

 S SE c/B >10 U 28.00-34.00 23.00-24.00

 S SE A  B/U 32.00 30.00

 S WY c/B 1-10 B 22.00-28.00 20.00-22.00

 S  WY c/B >10 U 28.00-34.00 25.00-28.00

 S WY A  B/U 35.00 33.00

 S cg c/B 1-10 B 15.00-22.00 13.00-15.00

 S cg c/B >10 B/U 23.50-30.00 14.00-18.00

 S cg A  B/U 30.00 25.00

 S Wg c/B 1-10 B 10.00-13.00 7.00-9.00

 S Wg c/B >10 B 13.00-16.00 10.00-12.00

 S Wg c/B/A >10 U 13.50-20.00 12.00-13.00

 S AI c/B/A  B/U 1.50-5.00 1.00-4.50

 S BS c/B  B/U 1.50-6.00 2.00-5.50

 S BS A  B/U 7.00-8.00 6.00

Choose HOMER for your boat work

www.homermarinetrades.com
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SpoRTfiShiNg BoAT foR SALE
Price reduced today to $299,000. 75 foot 
commercial passenger carrying vessel. Coast 
Guard current for 100 miles offshore. Call Don  
(949) 279-9369.

foR SALE
Commercial fishing boat-workboat. $99,000. 
There is also a salmon permit and Santa Barbara 
slip available at an additional cost. Call Don 
(949) 279-9369.

foR SALE
47' custom twin diesel Sportfisher completely 
rebuilt in 2006. $289,000. YW# 1442-2561571. 
Contact Tom Cardosa at (619) 813-9263 or 
tom@ensignyachts.com

foR SALE
F/V AGILE: 48.5’ Troller/Longliner. Surveyed in 
May 2012. $89,000. (907) 723-1107.

foR SALE
17 foot Rozema skiff for sale. Runs good. 3208 
turbo. $29,000. Call Don (949) 279-9369.

foR SALE
1980 45' troller. California salmon permit. 
$119,500. V6-71 Main. YW# 1442-2529549. 
Contact Tom Cardosa at (619) 813-9263 or 
tom@ensignyachts.com

foR SALE
$80,000 obo. Greyling bowpicker. 496 gas, 1031 
Jet. (907) 252-2427.

foR SALE
50 skates stuck gear. 100 fathom skates. 3/8” 
manline, 80” spacing, #14 hooks. Good for 
halibut/black cod combo trips. Very good condi-
tion. Stored inside. $25 each on the skate pads. 
(907) 399-6296.

foR SALE
35 foot commercial boat, $60,000 dollars, fiber-
glass, currently fishing. Call Don (949) 279-9369.

TWIN DISC MarINe TraNSMIS-
sions, Caterpillar and Cummins Engines 
& parts. New and rebuilt, biggest selection 
of used ENG & Gear parts in the world 
available. Worldwide shipping. Best pric-
ing. Call Steve at Marine Engine & Gear 
781-837-5424 or email at twindiscgears@
verizon.net

Run as is

Please make changes as indicated

May 09 Fishermen’s News

wANTED
California near shore permit needed. Right away! 
Buyer has cash. Please call Don (949) 279-9369.

giLL NET LiCENSES
Have 2 general gill net licenses for California. 
$4,000.00 apiece. Call with offers. Don: (949)  
279-9369.

wANTED
Looking for near shore permit. Southern  
California non-trap. Will pay cash. $20,000. Call 
Don (949) 279-9369.

foR SALE
Squid lites, 6000 watts, used four nights, like 
new condition, metal halide bulbs. Home: (631) 
728-6516, cell: (631) 885-5791.

WWOOFISH.COM
TONS OF FISHING JOB SEEKER ADS

Ads are FREE for captains and crewmen

www.pACwww.pACwww.p ifiCfiShiNg.Com  
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BoAT foR SALE
58' steel whale back hull located in Kodiak. 
$650,000 for bare boat. $800,000 for package 
deal including snap-on longline gear, shelter 
deck, 90 cod pots and LLP (pot cod endorsed 
and transferable). (541) 999-1936.

Gibbons & Associates, P.S. .....................38
Globalstar .............................................. 2
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Hans Johnson .......................................41
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KVH Industries ....................................... 7
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MARCO Global .......................................22
Marine Engine & Gear ...........................44
MER Equipment ....................................39
Mustad Longline, Inc. ...........................26

foR LEASE
300 pot WA coast Dungeness permit for lease. 
Permit is good up to 58”. Available now or to 
secure permit for 2014/2015 season. Call (360) 
268-2433.

foR SALE
38' Rawson gillnet combo. TAMD  70D /volvo, 12 
kw MER genset, 7.5 ton IMS RSW, 1000 lb IMS blast 
freezer. Full electronics, and all deck equipment to 
gillnet and process heads-on shrimp. Available mid-
October. Call Chris (907) 305-0531 or ccgugg@ 
gci.net. $180,000.

Net Systems ..........................................35
NIOSH .................................................... 8
Nor-Fishing 2014 ..................................38
Norm Pillen ..........................................41
Northwest Farm Credit Services ............42
Ocean Traps ..........................................39
Rapp Hydema .......................................47
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Seafreeze ..............................................20
Silver Horde Fishing Supplies ................39
The Permit Master .................... 40, 42, 43
Totem Ocean Trailer Express, Corp. HQ ...21
Trident Seafoods ...................................48
Trident Seafoods ...................................29
Trident Seafoods ...................................39
Vancouver Shipyards/Seaspan ..............16
Wwoofish.com ......................................44
Xtratuf ..................................................11



 www.pACifiCfiShiNg.Com  £  JUNE 2014 £  pACifiCfiShiNg  £  45

oN THE DockS

Hired : KVH Industries Inc. has 
announced that Anneley Pickles has joined 
the company as head of business develop-
ment for the Crewtoo social network, the 
world’s largest online network dedicated 
to seafarers. 

One of her first priorities is overseeing 
Crewtoo Jobs, the online maritime jobs 

board that was launched last month to help match the right 
companies with the best seafarers.

“Anneley is well-known and highly regarded in the  
maritime industry, and we are extremely pleased to have 
her join our efforts at a time when Crewtoo is seeing terrific  
membership growth,” said Mark Woodhead, managing  
director of KVH Media Group. 

“With her expertise, we expect to see many initiatives that 
address mariners’ needs whilst continuing to grow Crewtoo.” 
In February, Crewtoo announced that it had exceeded 100,000 
members, just 16 months after it was created. 

See it at www.crewtoo.com/.
Pickles, who is based in Liverpool, U.K., has worked in the 

maritime industry for nearly 20 years as a sales executive with 
some of the industry’s most prestigious companies, including 
Lloyd’s of London. She was also director of a leading  
recruiting company focused on maritime professionals, both 

Postcard: loren Clark owns the F/V Elsea, shown here off Yakutat in a photo by Case Mapes. Clark built her up out of an old Coast 
Guard whale boat — fiberglass hull, aluminum house. “A nice day-trip power troller,” Mapes said. “Yakutat has kind of been a 
migration place for trolling permits. Far removed end of the northern troll border, there are up to roughly 60 troll permits locally 
owned. it is the only winter fishery this town has left. Fortunately, it’s been really good. decent weather this spring, good fishing at 
times. And fair prices.”

at sea and onshore. She is the founder of the First Thursday  
Maritime Networking event in Liverpool and an active  
member of the Women’s International Shipping and  
Trading Association. 

Pickles holds a bachelor of arts degree in public administra-
tion from Sheffield Hallam University, in South Yorkshire, and 
an associate’s degree in business and finance from Nelson and 
Colne College, in Lancashire.

KVH Industries is a leading provider of in-motion satellite 
TV and communications systems, having designed, manufac-
tured, and sold more than 175,000 mobile satellite antennas for 
applications on vessels, vehicles, and aircraft.

      
Hired: Mill Log Marine announced the hiring of Bob Shamek 

as a key account executive for Western Washington state and 
Alaska territories. He will operate out of Kent, Wash., and will 
focus on naval architects, boat builders, engine distributors, 
and large end-user fleets. He will work closely with the entire 
team to uphold Mill Log’s commitment to customer satisfaction 
and will report directly to Mill Log Marine director of sales and 
marketing, Don Lindsey.

Shamek was born and raised in the Seattle area, and worked 
for Cummins Northwest for 13 years, NC Machinery for four 
years, and Nordic Tug for the past 14 years. Shamek can be 
reached at  shamek.bob@milllog.com, (425) 251-3434, or www.
milllog.com. continued  on page 46
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Fleet investment: Alaska’s seafood industry has invested in 
the search for new uses of pollock byproducts and the develop-
ment of a seafood-processing quality control training program. 
The work will be done at the University of Alaska Fairbanks’ 
Kodiak Seafood and Marine Science Center, the state’s only 
research processing plant.

Faculty at the center will receive more than $350,000 from 
the Pollock Conservation Cooperative Research Center, a  
consortium of fishing companies that operate pollock  
catcher-processors in the Bering Sea and Aleutian Islands.

The byproducts research includes examining the feasibil-
ity of making pet treats from pollock skins and studying the 
nutritional and shelf life of pollock byproducts such as heads, 
bones, offal, and skin. The two new research projects join ongo-
ing projects seeking a natural additive to preserve fishmeal  
freshness. UAF seafood chemist Alex Oliveira and seafood  
scientist Brennan Smith at the Kodiak center are conducting the 
pollock research.

“Using byproducts is important to obtaining maximum value 
of the fish,” said Stephanie Madsen, executive director of the 
At-Sea Processors, whose members participate in the pollock 
research center. 

“Full use of the fish is good economics and good stewardship. 
We are happy to be able to invest in valuable research for our 
industry’s product value,” she said.

Additionally, Icicle Seafoods is investing $40,000 with the  
University of Alaska Fairbanks and the Alaska Sea Grant Marine 
Advisory Program to develop a seafood-processing quality  
control training program. Ten training modules will be devel-
oped by Oliveira, Smith, and microbiologist Brian Himelbloom.

Once developed, the course will provide training in  
the technical details of managing quality control for  
seafood products.

“High quality seafood is our priority. … This series of  
trainings are a way to develop our workforce to ensure more 
Alaskans are qualified for these jobs and people currently 
employed in the industry have an opportunity to advance their 
careers,” said Icicle Seafoods’ CEO Amy Humphreys.

Alaska seafood processing managers receive hands-on training in the Kodiak  
Seafood and Marine Science Center pilot plant from seafood chemist  
Alex Oliveira.

The first of the quality control trainings 
will be offered in Kodiak in November, fol-
lowed by a series of training modules offered 
in at least two Alaska ports before salmon 
season.

The pollock center has invested more than 
$13 million in seafood research since 2000. 
Icicle Seafoods has contributed $1.7 million 
to support University of Alaska programs 
since 2007. 

The UAF Kodiak Seafood and Marine 
Science Center is a hub of applied research 
in seafood science, marine mammals, and 
harmful algal blooms.

      
Obituary: Davis Corwin Barrett, a com-

mercial fisherman who brought his wife and 
three daughters into the world of Alaska  
fishing, died on April 12, 2014. The 64-year-
old passed away in his Port Townsend home. 

His purse seining work on the seas and his advocacy on 
behalf of all Alaska commercial fishermen and the fishery 
resource over some 40 years had diminished in recent years due 
to complicated health issues.  

Davis was born in 1949 to Beach Barrett and Jan Sorensen 
Barrett of Seattle. He loved the outdoors and first fished  
commercially at 16. He graduated from Lakeside High School 
in 1968, attended college at Middlebury in Vermont and WSU, 
then joined the Alaska purse seine fleet at 26. 

In 1983, he married Adrienne Ely, who fished with him until 
their first daughter, Allison, was born in 1986. Hannah came in 
1988 and Ilsa in 1990. He told his wife, Adrienne: “You know, I 
realize I’m just a drip coffee, wool shirt kind of guy.” 

In 1985 he purchased the Glacier Bay, on which he fished until 
he sold the vessel in 2010. In 1990, the family moved to Port 
Townsend, Wash.  

The Glacier Bay and the Barrett family were visible and 
respected parts of the fleet. It was a true family operation high-
lighted by the big, blond, and bearded Davis with his three 
blond daughters, each of them becoming part of the summer 
crew when they reached their mid-teens, and Adrienne as well. 

Davis applied math skills and a respectful education from 
older fishermen, Native and white, to understand the sea. 

“His style of fishing was very different,” recalled Adrienne. 
“He memorized the tides. He studied the weather. He remem-
bered something that happened two years ago at a certain 
place. And he would catch fish, coming into port full when 
other boats were not.” 

His boat was a “dry” boat – no alcohol. For crew, Davis hired 
people who liked to read rather than drink.  

He also realized that bringing up fish is only one part of 
the industry. Unless isolated fishermen got organized and  
educated, they would be at the mercy of those who controlled 
the fish market. He became an effective advocate for Alaska 
fishermen. For 20 years he served on the board of the Southeast 
Alaska Seiners Association (SEAS), including vice president, 
and served on the Seiner Reserve Insurance Board.  
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