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Editor's note
Wesley Loy

Let’s get it straight. The real value of Alaska salmon is the product itself,
coupled with the state’s rigorous management of the resource. Outside
“certification” of the salmon harvest is not, and must not, be bigger than
the product.

Having said that, it is remarkable to see where the Alaska salmon industry
stands today with respect to the Marine Stewardship Council.

We're guessing many in the industry rue the day the fishery hooked up with
this London-based outfit 15 years ago.

Most of the major Alaska salmon processors dumped the MSC, and the
considerable expense and aggravation associated with it, back in 2012.

Now the processors have changed their tune and are trying to return to the

- MSC fold.

Evidently they have no choice.

An April 10 press release from the processors - including Trident, Icicle,
Ocean Beauty, Peter Pan, Alaska General, and North Pacific - cited, among oth-
er factors, the very large returns of salmon expected this year.

“This decision is based on the recognition that both the salmon market and
sustainability landscape have changed in recent years,” said Stefanie Moreland,
Trident’s director of government relations and seafood sustainability.

So how does this look?

It looks like the processors have been humbled, and the MSC has the Alaska
salmon fishery by the balls.

The effort to establish an alternative ecolabel through the Alaska Seafood
Marketing Institute, which the processors control, apparently was no substitute
for the MSC - the perceived market leader in blessing fisheries for sustainability
and sound management.

Particularly in Europe, the MSC label reportedly has become essential for
selling seafood.

We reckon the MSC likes it that way.

To rejoin the MSC, it appeared the processors would need to swallow

. hard and reach some sort of agreement with an outlier group of competing

companies - led by Silver Bay Seafoods - who stuck with the program and who
hold the MSC certificate for wild Alaska salmon.

Even if the major processors do rejoin, the situation for consumers will
remain confused, as one of the state’s main salmon-producing areas, Prince
William Sound, has been denied certification due to questions about hatchery
impacts on wild salmon and herring populations.

No doubt, many will applaud the processors returning to the MSC. They’ll
reason you must do whatever it takes to sell the catch and add value to
the product.

Others will see that dependence on the MSC or any other certifier leaves the
fishery susceptible to dictates from afar.

AN A

Just chill: If you're thinking of upgrading your boat to cool your catch, don’t
miss our feature on page 12 examining the three primary chilling options.
We're grateful to the Bristol Bay Regional Seafood Development Association for

Lidid
So long: Amy Majors, who wrote the Tough Girl column for Pacific Fishing,
tells us she is moving on to “bigger and better things.” We wish her all the best.
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YOUR BUSINESS  Keeping up

Fishypap

220.9 million fish: If the forecast holds true,
Alaska's commercial salmon catch this year will
far surpass the 2014 tally. - adfg.alaska.gov

Running dry: California Gov. Jerry Brown has
ordered a sweeping set of mandatory drought
restrictions, the first in state history. - latimes.com

Fish giveaways: A bill introduced in the Alaska
House would allow donations of sport and
subsistence catches to nonprofit meal programs
such as those in schools and senior centers.

- akdemocrats.org

Day of reckoning? With oil revenue declining and
budget cuts coming, Alaska legislators Seaton
and Edgmon propose bringing back the state
income tax. —adn.com

First radioactivity arrives: Traces of radioactive
isotopes from the Fukushima disaster have been

detected on the B.C. shoreline, but the tiny levels
pose no danger. - vancouversun.com

Bristol Bay outlook: The Alaska Department
of Fish and Game outlines regulatory changes
for the 2015 salmon season and discusses the
harvest forecast by district. — adfg.alaska.gov

Cool deal: Bristol Bay Economic Development
Corp. plans to award refrigerated seawater
systems to 10 village fishermen. - kdlg.org

Somber sockeye outlook: Oversupply is
expected to push down prices this year.
—adn.com

MSC reconciliation: Major Alaska salmon

processors are seeking to rejoin the Marine
Stewardship Council certification program.
- deckboss.blogspot.com

West Coast sardine fishery called off: Due

to declining biomass, the Pacific Fishery Manage-
ment Council votes to close the season that starts
in July. - seattletimes.com

'Good news' today: NMFS will release its annual
report to Congress on the status of U.S. fisheries.
- scribd.com

Making up with MSC: The president of Peter Pan
Seafoods and the executive director of ASMI
discuss why it makes sense for Alaska salmon
processors to rejoin the Marine Stewardship
Council certification program. - adn.com

It’s FREE! It’s DAILY!*

It's the best commercial fishing news digest
available in the North Pacific. Here's some of
what you missed by not reading Fish Wrap.

Salmon astray: In a study of hatchery-produced
Chinook in the Columbia River, researchers find
that warmer water and smaller run sizes can
increase the rates at which the salmon spawn
away from their home streams. — news.uaf.edu

Cotten in, Ruffner out: The Alaska Legislature
on Sunday confirmed Sam Cotten as Alaska's fish
and game commissioner, but rejected Robert
Ruffner for the Board of Fisheries. — adn.com

Plenty of whales: The National Marine Fisheries
Service proposes taking humpback population
segments off the endangered species list.

- noaanews.noaa.gov

Prince William Sound salmon outlook: Gill-
netters in the Copper River District are expected
to tally a strong commercial catch of 2.2 million
sockeye this season. — adfg.alaska.gov

Cut it in half: A group of Alaska legislators is
asking the North Pacific Fishery Management
Council for a 50 percent reduction in the amount
of halibut Bering Sea trawlers can take as
bycatch. - kucb.org

Semper paratus: The Senate Commerce
Subcommittee on Oceans, Atmosphere,
Fisheries, and Coast Guard has scheduled an
April 28 hearing on the topic “Staying Afloat:
Examining the Resources and Priorities of the
U.S. Coast Guard.” — commerce.senate.gov

BBRSDA election concludes: Abe Williams
and Buck Gibbons have won seats on the Bristol
Bay Regional Seafood Development Association
board of directors. - bbrsda.com

Togiak opens: A very large quota of 29,012 tons
is up for grabs in Alaska's largest herring fishery.
- adfg.alaska.gov

Fishing for data: NMFS scientists soon will
head to sea aboard chartered commercial trawl
vessels for the annual Bering Sea stock survey
and the biennial Gulf of Alaska stock survey.

- alaskafisheries.noaa.gov

'End of an era": State and federal agencies halt
commercial sardine fishing off California.
- cdfgnews.wordpress.com

*You can subscribe to Fish Wrap by sending an email to circulation@nwpublishingcenter.com. Write your first

name, your last name, and the words “Fish Wrap.’ Do it now, before you go another month without Fish Wrap.
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YOUR BUSINESS

by DANIEL MINTZ

West Coast Siil‘llillﬂ fishery shut down as stock declines

here won’t be a West Coast sardine

fishing season this year as the stock
has fallen below a minimum threshold, hit-
ting the lowest volume in recent memory.

The estimated biomass for the season
that would have started July 1 is pegged
at 97,000 metric tons, significantly below
a required 150,000-ton threshold. With
the low abundance forecast, a mid-April
decision by the Pacific Fishery Manage-
ment Council (PFMC) to close the directed
harvest fishery was automatic.

In recent years, sardine populations
have swung from a 1.4-million-ton peak
in 2007 to this year’s season-crushing
low. The stock assessment quantifies the
number of fish that are at least 1 year old,
and according to a press release from the
National Marine Fisheries Service, the sar-
dine population “appears to have dropped
to the lowest levels in recent history.”

Lost income: When it runs strong, the
sardine fishery is an important aspect of
the coastal economy. In 2012, a 109,000-ton
harvest allowance yielded $21.5 million in
ex-vessel value.

The harvest allotment dropped to 23,293
tons for the 2014-15 season, which was
closed on April 28 as soon as the catch limit
was estimated to have been met.

As of mid-April, sardines were drawing
up to $400 a ton in California and $500 a
ton in Oregon.

“The impact is immense,” said Astoria,
Oregon-based fisherman Nick Jerkovich of
this year’s season closure. “We're going to
lose a good portion of our yearly income.”

The closure is the most dramatic loss in
a series of disappointing years. Jerkovich
noted that fishing periods have routinely
closed early as their allowable catch totals
were quickly met.

“Normally, we fish sardine every year
during the summer and then fish squid,
but last year the quota was so small, we
went straight into squid,” he said.

But squid presence is expected to
decrease this year, and Jerkovich is consid-
ering going to Alaska to fish for salmon.

“This year, I'll do something different for
sure,” he said.

Corbin Hanson fishes for sardines in

Southern California, out of the ports of Los
Angeles and San Pedro.

“We do rely on sardines as a component
of our annual income, and the closure will
definitely affect our bottom line,” he said.

Without the sardine catch, this year’s
squid season will make or break fishing
livelihoods in Southern California.

“If squid aren’t in the ocean this year,
I've got no way to make a living,” Hanson
said.

Overfishing alleged: The sardine decline
has inevitably called fishery management
into question.

The environmental advocacy group
Oceana has alleged that overfishing has
contributed to the stock decline, but that’s
disputed by the marine biologists who
work for federal management agencies.

Sardine recruitment has been weak since
2010, with a cool water trend beginning in
2007 suspected of reducing the survival
rate of juvenile fish.

Diane Pleschner-Steele of the Califor-
nia Wetfish Producers Association, which
represents fishermen and processors,

Continued on page 37
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by STEVE QUINN

Alaska Legislature rejects
some appointees, leaves
CFEC bill till next year

hen Alaska legislators adjourned

from their regular session April 27,
they left Gov. Bill Walker two huge voids
to fill.

Walker needs to find people to fill seats
on the Board of Fisheries and the Commer-
cial Fisheries Entry Commission (CFEC)
after the Legislature rejected two of his
appointees.

Walker, however, got unanimous sup-
port for his most significant appointment,
Fish and Game Commissioner Sam Cotten,
who takes over an agency that will see a 10
percent cut in state funds for the fiscal year
that begins July 1.

Oil revenue crisis: The funding reduc-
tion was to be expected, as collapsing oil
prices have forced the Legislature into
making significant cuts. Most immediately
affected are the state’s herring manage-
ment program, the Habitat Division, and
the marine mammal program.

Two fish-related bills designed to help
save money and raise revenue didn’t pass
this session but remain alive.

House Bill 112 would fold CFEC opera-
tions into Fish and Game. This would save
the state between $400,000 and $450,000,
according to the bill’s fiscal analysis.

House Bill 137, which made it through
the House, would raise sport fishing and
hunting fees for in-state and out-of-state
applicants. The fee revenue could be used
to leverage federal dollars.

The CFEC legislation is the most
contentious.

Many lawmakers believe that the
42-year-old commission has exhausted
its use. They cite a recently released Fish
and Game department report that noted
processing delays for permits and vessel
licenses and a bloated payroll.

Freshman Rep. Louise Stutes, a Kodiak
Republican who chairs the House
Special Committee on Fisheries, received
bipartisan support for HB 112.

CFEC bill faces resistance: The legis-
lation, however, didn’t get as far as Stutes
and other committee members had hoped.
It still has two House committee assign-
ments before getting a full House vote and
Senate review.

Many fishing groups asked lawmakers
to wait for an analysis from the Legislative
Budget and Audit Committee before mov-
ing forward. The report is due this summer.

“I'm hoping and am optimistic that the
report out of LB&A will strengthen the
position of the bill,” Stutes said. “It will be
money saved by consolidation.”

During one hearing, Fish and Game
Deputy Commissioner Kevin Brooks
assured the committee that his agency
could handle the absorption of CFEC.

“I have total confidence that it can be
done,” Stutes said. “It will take a little
fine tuning, just like when the CFEC
first started.”

The CFEC issue carried into the Legisla-
ture’s confirmation hearing, which brings
the House and Senate together for a joint
vote. To be confirmed, appointees need 31
out of 60 votes.

Two CFEC appointees faced a vote,
but only one was approved. That was
Benjamin Brown, a former legislative
staffer who now will serve a second term
on the commission.

Vern Rupright, however, garnered only
19 votes. Stutes was among legislators
voting against Rupright.

Brown rejoins longtime commissioner
Bruce Twomley. A commissioner’s pay
package, which far exceeds $150,000
including benefits, is one area of potential
state savings. Three commissioners would
become one executive director under
HB 112.

Stutes was publicly critical of what she
considered the commission’s lack of pro-
ductivity, particularly with 28 outstanding
adjudication cases on contested permits.

Stressing a personal respect for the two
commissioners, Stutes said she expects
Brown and Twomley to be productive even
without a third commissioner in place.

Ruffner rejected: Board of Fisheries
nominee Robert Ruffner came up two shy
of the necessary 31 votes.

Ruffner was a late nominee and
appeared less controversial than Walker’s
first pick for the board seat, Roland Maw,
who withdrew his name about a month

into the 90-day session.
Continued on page 37
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YOUR BUSINESS Salmon season preview

Pacific salmon
catches could
be fair to
fabulous this
season

Here’s our preview of the

2015 Pacific salmon season,
from Alaska to British Columbia
to California.

ALASKA

Alaska has a chance for a blockbuster

E— - salmon harvest this year, with bigger pink,
Canning remains a big part of salmon production in Alaska. Double “Q” is distributed by sockeye, and chum catches highlighting
Seattle-based Peter Pan Seafoods Inc. Wesley Loy photo the forecast.

The Alaska Department of Fish and
Game is projecting a commercial catch of
220.9 million fish for all species.

That would be much larger than last
u season’s haul of 157.9 million fish, but

well shy of the record 272.6 million taken
in 2013.

The forecast total includes 140.3 million
pink salmon, 58.8 million sockeye salmon,
17.2 million chum salmon, 4.6 million
coho salmon, and 54,000 Chinook salmon
in areas outside Southeast Alaska and
Bristol Bay.

Southeast is the state’s major producer
of Chinook, but the regional quota had not
been established as of press time.

Pink salmon catches usually fluctuate
greatly from year to year. This season, pink
returns are expected to be much stronger,
and the harvest projection of 140.3 million
fish is 46 percent higher than last year’s
catch of 95.8 million. Southeast is expected
to tally 58 million pinks, and Prince Wil-

Now available at liam Sound is projected at 51.4 million.

L Fs Sockeye is the state’s most valuable

salmon crop, and this year’s projected

catch of 58.8 million sockeye is 33 percent
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higher than last year’s catch of 44.1 mil-
lion. Bristol Bay is the state’s main sockeye
fishery, and this year’s harvest forecast for
the bay is very large at 37.6 million fish.




The statewide harvest projection of
17.2 million chum salmon, valued espe-
cially for their roe, is 52 percent greater
than last year’s catch of 11.3 million. South-
east alone is expected to produce 9.3 mil-
lion chums.

Coho generally are the latest arriving
salmon species each year. The harvest
projection of 4.6 million fish is 27 percent
lower than last year’s catch of 6.3 million.

Fishery managers caution that forecasts
can be off significantly, that market con-
ditions and fishing effort affect catch lev-
els, and that managers “have the primary
goal of maintaining spawning population
sizes - not of reaching preseason catch
projections.”

Hatcheries in Prince William Sound,
Kodiak, and Southeast are major con-
tributors to Alaska’s annual salmon har-
vests, particularly with respect to pinks
and chums.

BRITISH COLUMBIA

Fisheries and Oceans Canada (DFO)
predicts that there could be substantial
salmon returns to B.C. rivers this season,
with ample opportunity for commercial
fishing. But an environmental organization
claims that the fishery will endanger some
smaller runs.

The Fraser River is forecast to see
between 2,364,000 and 23,580,000 sock-
eye return with a 50 percent chance of
6,778,000 arriving. The Skeena River on
B.C.’s north coast expects between 1.7
million to 7.3 million, with a 50 percent
expectation of 3.5 million.

Barkley Sound on Vancouver Island’s
west coast may have between 700,000 and
1 million sockeye return.

Fisheries are planned on all these runs,
but Watershed Watch claims that the 2015
fishing plan for sockeye fishing in the Fra-
ser River will endanger weak stocks such
as Cultus Lake sockeye and coho stocks in
the upper reaches of the watershed. The
group also contends that DFO permitted
too much fishing on sockeye in the Fraser
in 2014.

Bob McKamey, vice president of the
Area E (Fraser River) Gillnetters Associa-
tion, argues that the fishing plan is sound
and objections from Watershed Watch
are predictable.

“Those people always have a kneejerk
reaction to commercial fishing,” he said.
“There were some changes to the strategy
to figure out harvest rates last year, and
we supported those changes. We had been
advocating them for years.”

by WESLEY LOY, MICHEL DROUIN, KATIE WILSON, AND DANIEL MINTZ

McKamey said the numbers are
present to support commercial fisheries
and that there have been some very ques-
tionable management measures taken over
the years to protect weaker runs such as
the Cultus Lake sockeye, allowing overes-
capement into spawning rivers.

“(University of British Columbia Pro-
fessor) Carl Walters has made the point
clearly that Cultus is a weak run, not
endangered, and has been a weak run for-
ever,” McKamey said. “Millions of dollars
have been foregone by the commercial
and recreational fisheries and have accom-
plished nothing.

SUPPLIES

SUPPORT

“Facts from 20 years of history prove
he’s right, but people just don’t want to
acknowledge that. The facts show what
the result of overescapement is and show
the result of fry that don’t get enough to
eat and go to sea at half the weight they are
supposed to.”

WASHINGTON, NORTHERN
OREGON

Near-record returns of fall Chinook were
forecast on the Columbia River. Meantime,
Washington and Oregon fishermen await-
ed more chances on the river in the spring.

Continued on page 10
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YOUR BUSINESS

: Salmon season preview

According to the Washington
Department of Fish and Wildlife, fed-
eral fish counters at Bonneville Dam
counted more than 43,000 adult spring
salmon in the last week of April.
This raised the estimated run size to
approximately 220,000 upriver fish and
opened the spring Chinook sport fish-
ery once again on the Lower Colum-
bia River at the beginning of May.
Fishery managers say about 50 per-
cent of the run typically has passed the
dam by May 7.

However, fishery managers in Ore-
gon and Washington delayed commer-
cial gillnet fishing in select areas on the
Lower Columbia. Since former Gov.
John Kitzhaber passed rules in 2012 to

caught 1,737 spring Chinook salmon
for this season. The majority of those
were upriver spring Chinook. The
fishery was suspended, awaiting sta-
tus review.

Sea lions and seals continue to
maintain a record presence on the
Columbia River, and some fishermen
blame a slow spring opener on their
hungry bellies.

Meanwhile, a commercial seine
fishery had yet to be announced. Fol-
lowing Kitzhaber’s plan, beach and
purse seine gear was intended to
replace gillnet gear on the river. Last
year, a commercial fishery operated
under research impacts but this year

phase commercial gillnet operations
off the main stem of the Columbia Riv-
er, many fishermen have been forced
into “select areas,” which are areas off the main stem like Youngs
Bay and Deep River.

The fishermen had a brief opener March 31 but soon caught
their preseason allotment of 244 upriver spring Chinook. The
fishery was scheduled to open again for two days near the end of
April, but those openings were canceled.

Fishermen and processors in Astoria noted that anglers were
fishing in those same areas. As of press time, the commercial
gillnetters still fishing the main stem of the Columbia River had

A much larger harvest of pink salmon is expected this
year in Alaska. Naomi Weddle Alward photo

could operate under regular impacts,
sharing space with the rest of the
Columbia River salmon fleets.

The return of fall Chinook to the
mouth of the river this summer and fall will be the third highest
since 1938, according to estimates released in February.

Oregon and Washington fishery managers estimate a return of
900,200 adult fall Chinook, lower than what was seen in 2013 and
2014, the river’s two other top years since 1938.

The highest year on record is still 2013 when the actual
return was more than 1.2 million adults, compared to the
2003-12 average of 557,600 adults. Last year, the actual return was

more than 1.1 million. Continued on page 37
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Alaska didn’t jump on the

SUSTAINABILITY trend.

WE STARTED IT.

Marine conservation isn’t new to Alaska Seafood.
In fact, a precautionary approach to setting harvest
levels has been in place for decades. Look at the
BSAI Catch Limits chart and see how the numbers tell the story. Each year
scientists conduct surveys of the available biomass and use this data

to calculate conservative catch limits — Acceptable Biological Catch (ABC).
Then, fisheries managers go a step further and set harvest quotas —
Total Allowable Catch (TAC)—that never exceeds the sustainable ABC.
And, with the FAO-Based Responsible Fisheries Management (RFM)
Certification, you have even more assurance that conserving our oceans
is anything but trendy to us. Learn more at www.alaskaseafood.org

BIOMASS & CATCH LIMITS (MILLION MT)

1981-2012
Bering Sea/Aleutian Islands (BSAI)
Groundfish Catch Limits

BIOMASS



YOUR BUSINESS Salmon quality

At Bristol Bay, more and
more salmon harvesters
invest in chilling the catch

s ground zero for extraordinary annual returns of sockeye, Bristol Bay supports Alaska’s most
valuable salmon fishery.
But this blessing of fish has been something of a curse for the bay, where quality issues
have plagued the fishery’s reputation. Historically, many if not all of the sockeye were
delivered dry to the plants, without the benefit of chilling.

This was somewhat understandable, as dealing with millions of fish pouring in over the course of
only a few days presents a tremendous challenge.

In recent years, however, the quality picture has begun to brighten substantially as the industry
invests in measures to improve fish-handling and freshness. The tactics include barges where
fishermen can take aboard ice to chill their catches.

An organization funded by the fishery’s drift gillnetters, the Bristol Bay Regional Seafood
Development Association, has been at the center of the quality improvement efforts.
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<« The ice barge Bristol Maid. Photo courtesy
of BBRSDA

V A gillnet boat takes on ice in Bristol Bay.
Photo courtesy of BBRSDA

The association has encouraged vessel
owners to make improvements to their
boats, noting that such upgrades can yield
not only higher ex-vessel prices for gillnett-
ers but also a better reputation overall for
Bristol Bay salmon.

BBRSDA funds an annual processor
survey to measure the drive to chill more
of the Bristol Bay catch. The most recently
available report, issued in February 2014,
offers some impressive data.

The report shows that the share of
chilled raw product purchased in Bristol
Bay - from both driftnet and setnet
fishermen - has risen steadily, from only 29
percent in 2008 to 54 percent in 2013.

While the trend is positive, it's obvious
the bay still has a considerable way to go
to match the quality standards of other
sockeye fisheries around the state.

BBRSDA offers a wealth of informa-
tion for fishermen interested in upgrading
their boats for chilling. We mined the
association’s website to bring you the
following discussion of the three primary
chilling options.

- Wesley Loy

Continued on page 14
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For over 40 years, Sitka Plant Manager Jerry Jacobs has
provided Fine Fuels, Super Service and Quality Lubricants
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YOUR CHILLING OPTIONS

Slush bags

Slush bags are watertight, vinyl-coated nylon bags that isolate
individual fish holds so that water and ice can be added to chill
the fish. They can be made with or without a layer of insulation
and cost as little as $200 per bag.

As a nonpermanent chilling solution, slush bags are a good way
for fishermen to test how well a slush-ice program works for their
operation without having to make the larger investment of insu-
lating their fish holds. They are easy to install and will last five

<« More than 50 percent of the sockeye salmon harvested in Bristol
Bay is now delivered chilled to processors. Photo courtesy of BBRSDA

years or more if cared for properly. Slush
bags have proven themselves an effec-
tive way to isolate holds and chill catch
when properly insulated and used with an
adequate quantity of ice. They are a good
choice for those seeking a low-cost chilling
investment with a short payoff period.

Non-insulated slush bags

These watertight bags are custom-built
to fit a fish hold and are constructed of a
single layer of vinyl-coated nylon. They
are about half the price of insulated slush
bags and are much easier to handle due to
their reduced weight and bulk. Because
they lack insulating properties, it is neces-
sary to add a layer of insulation between
the fish hold walls and the floor in order
for these bags to be effective at holding a
slush-ice mixture for any practical dura-
tion. One of the more common forms of
insulation for this purpose is half-inch
XPE flexible closed cell foam, which can
easily be cut to fit and held in place within
the hold through the use of silicon seal-
ant or industrial Velcro, allowing it to be
removed periodically for cleaning. Other
insulation materials such as 1%2-inch “Blue
Board” can be used as well. It's common-
ly available at most hardware stores and
provides a substantially higher R-value
than half-inch XPE, although it is brittle
and easily damaged. Often times, using
a combination of these two insulation
materials - depending on the location
within the fish hold - provides the best
balance of cost effectiveness, insulation
performance, and durability.

Insulated slush bags

These watertight bags are custom-built
to fit a fish hold and are constructed of half-
inch XPE flexible closed cell foam sand-
wiched between two layers of vinyl-coated
nylon. The added bulk and weight of these
bags make removing and cleaning them

Continued on page 16
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somewhat cumbersome, so they are best suited for smaller fish
holds. Although insulated slush bags greatly reduce the need for
supplemental fish hold insulation, in many applications an
additional thermal barrier between hot spots, such as the engine
room bulkhead and fish hold floor, is still advisable. Depending
on the layout of your fish holds and their dimensions, insulated
slush bags can be a practical solution to slush-icing your catch
without the hassle of adding, maintaining, and cleaning a
substantial amount of additional insulation.

Pros

e Low cost - They are the least expensive method to outfit
your boat for chilling, with the total cost to outfit most boats
in the $2,000 to $3,500 range, including the cost of additional
foam insulation.

* No permanent alterations to boat - Slush bags can easily be
removed after each season for storage and offer fishermen the
chance to see how well a slush-ice program works for their opera-
tion with little commitment.

e High return on investment - Slush bags allow a dry boat
fisherman to chill catch and receive the same quality premiums
as those with more expensive chilling investments. This increase
in the value of the fish delivered will often pay off a slush bag
investment in less than one season, creating a very high return on
the initial investment.

Cons
e Labor intensive - Slush bags are cumbersome and difficult
to clean properly on the water. They also have to be pumped out
after each delivery and removed from the fish hold occasionally
so the hold can be cleaned. Any additional

Salmon fishermen have the highest number of man
overboard fatalities in Alaska. Help change that.
Today’s PFDs are comfortable, don’t tangle in gear
and extend survival time in water. Choose your PFD
at livetobesalty.org. And wear it.

I / J

i
Mentioft of any company or préduct does ’Lconstitute endorsement by the National Institute for Occupational Safety and Health (Nlosl-h
. ! ot |

foam insulation used must also be periodi-
cally removed and cleaned, adding to the
workload.

e Poor insulation, more ice required -
Because a slush bag system is difficult to
properly insulate, a substantial amount
of ice is typically required to keep fish

Well-insulated fish holds are important for
making the best use of slush ice. Photo
courtesy of BBRSDA

temperatures within the acceptable limits.
This might not be an issue for low-volume
short openings but can be problematic for
longer, higher-volume fishing periods.

* Relatively short useful life - Slush
bags are fairly durable, but they will
inevitably break down over time, start
leaking, and need to be replaced. Unlike
other chilling investments, like a perma-
nent fish hold insulation job or an installed
refrigerated seawater (RSW) system, slush
bags do not typically retain their value or
add much value to your boat.

e
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Insulated fish holds

A wide range of methods and materials
are available to insulate the fish holds of
Bristol Bay gillnetters, and when installed
properly, insulation will provide an ade-
quate thermal barrier for use with slush
ice or RSW and will last for decades. This
investment not only creates the opportu-
nity to chill using slush ice, it is also the
first step in preparing your boat for the
installation of RSW, making it the perfect
intermediate chilling upgrade. Insulating
your holds will also decrease the effort
associated with slush-icing your catch in
comparison to slush bags. Slush bags are a
less expensive approach to improving fish
quality and capitalizing on quality bonus-
es, but they can be labor intensive and
cumbersome. With the cost of insulating a
Bristol Bay gillnetter’s fish holds falling in
the $6,000 to $15,000 range, the investment
can be paid off easily in a single season,
providing decades of additional income
potential.

Spray foam insulation

A spray foam insulation job, when fin-
ished with a durable exterior coating such
as fiberglass or epoxy, is a relatively quick
and inexpensive option for aluminum or
fiberglass boats and provides a more than
adequate thermal barrier. Typically, this
foam starts out as a two-part liquid that is
blended together and applied to the hold
walls and floor with a spray gun. After the
foam cures, a protective coating of fiber-
glass or epoxy is applied to its surface,
creating a watertight, durable finish. One
advantage of this method is that the foam
easily fills small voids and contours, mak-
ing it a good option for boats with hold
configurations that have many angles or
overhangs. If installed professionally by
one of the outfits in Naknek or Dilling-
ham, a spray foam job will require little
effort or expertise on the behalf of a boat
owner and can be completed in as little as
a few days. As with most insulation jobs,
it is important to ensure moisture does not
accumulate between the foam and the hold
walls and floor to prevent a potentially
costly corrosion issue. Half this battle lies
in good adhesion of the foam to the hold
surfaces. Properly preparing and cleaning
the fish holds before the foam is applied
is essential, and if this job is elected to be
undertaken by the boat owner or crew, it
would be wise to closely follow the instruc-
tions of the professional being contracted
for the work. Additionally, it is a good idea

to check the fish hold surfaces for cracks
or other damage that might allow water
to seep into the foam before and after
each season.

Pros

* High return on investment - Insulating
your fish holds is the best investment you
can make in your boat.

* Quickest way to insulate your fish
holds - Including hold prep time, a spray
foam insulation job can be done in as
little as a few days, making it a very conve-
nient option.

* Relatively inexpensive - The cost of a
spray foam job falls in the $8,000 to $12,000
range for most boats, making it an afford-
able option for most fishermen.

e High R-value - Spray foam is a very
effective form of insulation, and a thicker
layer can easily be applied to warmer
areas like the engine room bulkhead
when needed.

* Can be applied to virtually any hold
configuration - Spray foam easily fills
small voids and contours, making it a great
option for boats with unconventional hold

(ontinued on page 18
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configurations that would make cutting and fitting stiff insulation
sheets difficult.

Cons

* Potential for corrosion issues - If water seeps between the
foam and aluminum, corrosion can cause unseen damage, leading
to costly repairs.

Nida-Core insulation

Nida-Core is a honeycomb structured PVC core material that
typically comes in 4-by-8-foot sheets and is available in a range
of thicknesses. It is lightweight, does not absorb water, and has
good insulating properties because of the air voids within each
honeycomb cell. These attributes have made it a popular choice
for flush decks and fish hold replacement jobs, and more recent-
ly as a supplemental layer of fish hold insulation for fiberglass
and aluminum boats. As a lightweight core material with no real
strength of its own, Nida-Core must be laminated with a layer of
fiberglass for any fish hold application, and purchasing pre-lam-
inated sheets from suppliers is well worth the added cost. For a
typical hold insulation job where the existing hold structure is not
being replaced, spacer strips of Nida-Core are spaced evenly and
adhered to the hold surfaces to provide an air gap, then half-inch
thick sheets laminated on one side are cut to fit, adhered to these
spacers, and tabbed together with fiberglass along their adjoin-
ing seams. The air gap created by the spacers provides additional
insulation and helps mitigate corrosion issues that could result
from moisture buildup. With this type of insulation method
it is important to install a drain or access plug in the bottom of
each hold so that any water that does accumulate can be drained

an
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periodically. Insulating your holds with Nida-Core can save you
thousands of dollars over a professional spray foam job if you
do most of the work yourself, but it's best suited for boats with
simple hold configurations, to keep the labor of fitting, cutting, and
fiberglass tabbing within a practical realm.

Pros

* Least expensive way to insulate - If the boat owner does most
of the labor, a Nida-Core insulation job can cost as little as $4,000,
making it a very affordable option.

e Little risk of corrosion - As long as the air void at the
bottom of each hold can be checked and drained if necessary, the
gap between the insulation and the hold surfaces will prevent
corrosion from occurring.

* High R-value - If done properly this insulation method will
provide an R-value very close to that of spray foam for about half
the price.

Cons

e Labor intensive - For a Nida-Core insulation job to be more
economical than spray foam, most of the labor must be performed
by the boat owner.

* Not practical for all hold configurations - Fish hold configu-
rations that have extreme contours or require many smaller pieces
of Nida-Core to be cut, fitted, and tabbed together could increase
the amount of labor required beyond practicality, making spray
foam a better choice.

Double-walled insulation

Many new aluminum gillnetters are being constructed with
double-walled fish holds, and for good reason. The air gap
between the relatively warm hull and the fish hold surface not
only provides adequate insulation for an RSW application, it is
maintenance free and - as long as these voids are watertight or
periodically drained - the risk of corrosion is low. The draw-
backs of this insulation method are that it’s expensive and gener-
ally doesn’t perform as well as spray foam or Nida-Core, which
can be problematic if slush ice is being used to chill your catch.
Insulating your fish holds in this way should be strongly consid-
ered if RSW is being installed, but it's not recommended for the
frugal fisherman who intends to slush-ice his catch.

Pros

* Low maintenance - As long as the welds are in good shape,
double-walled aluminum insulation requires no maintenance and
is easy to clean. Plumbing the holds for RSW is also easier than
with many other insulation methods and is more durable and less
prone to water seepage.

e Little risk of corrosion - Because there is no foam to trap
moisture against the aluminum, the potential for corrosion issues
is low.

e Performs well with RSW systems - This insulation
method provides an adequate thermal barrier for use with an
RSW system.

Cons

* Expensive - Aluminum is not cheap and neither is welding,
making this one of the more expensive ways to insulate your
holds.

* Not very effective for use with slush ice - In most situations
where slush ice is the primary means of chilling one’s catch, the

(ontinued on page 38
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AROUND THE YARDS

Builders turﬁ out
plenty of new Bristol
Bay gilinetters

Astoria: Tim Hill at J&H Boatworks Inc. told Pacific Fishing that
the yard is doing a major renovation on an Alaska/Puget Sound
seiner, replacing an entire lower and upper pilothouse with a new,
much larger aluminum house. J&H is also installing a new mast
and fish hold and performing other retrofitting.

La Conner: Zachery Battle, president and CEO at Mavrik Marine
Inc., reported in early April that the company was just finishing
up with the delivery of its sixth and seventh Bristol Bay boat for
the year.

In addition to already producing seven Bristol Bay gillnetters in
2015, Mavrik was wrapping up a Mavrik RT49 aluminum reef net
tender with a planned May 1 launch.

“We have four seine skiffs headed for Alaska this year, making
that numbers 44 and 45 over the last four years,” Battle said.

Mavrik has five more Bristol Bay boats currently under
construction - two conventional PB32s, one raised tophouse RT32,
and two jet boats.

In the repair department, Battle said Mavrik just finished
refitting John Carle’s seiner, the Pacific Fisher. The yard also was
working on converting Jerod Goodin’s crabber, the Reynard, into
a seiner.
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Our shipyards provide a complete range of services, including

Vancouver Drydock

by MICHEL DROUIN
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Workers in April were making modifications to the fishing vessel
Shemya, tied up at Fishermen'’s Terminal in Seattle. The muscular Fred
Wahl boat, built in 2000, reportedly was heading to California to seine
for squid. Wesley Loy photo

“We’re modifying the deck and hydraulics, adding booms,
winches, a power block, and a purse winch, and then to top it off a
brand new Mavrik skiff, the SS20,” Battle said.

Also at La Conner, Isaac Oczkewicz, general manager at
LaConner Maritime Service, reported the yard had just launched
and was about to deliver a 49-by-18-foot combination vessel for a
customer in Wrangell, Alaska.

It will be gillnetting and shrimping, plus
seining in the future. It's powered by a
650-horsepower Scania, which will provide
a cruising speed of about 8 knots, with an
average burn rate of 3.7 gallons per hour.

The vessel is configured to hold about
74,000 pounds of salmon and is set up to
blast-freeze and process shrimp. It has a 30
kW MER genset and an IMS refrigerated
seawater (RSW) unit. Fuel capacity is about
1,200 gallons, and fresh water capacity is
about 400 gallons.

LaConner Maritime Service also has
a new model 32-by-14-foot Bristol Bay
gillnetter under construction, with plans
to fish it this season. It too will be pow-
ered with a 650-horsepower Scania and is
configured to pack about 18,000 pounds in
the hatches. It holds just under 300 gallons
of fuel.

“It's going to be a very economical
platform to purchase and operate and will

repair, refit and maintenance, to marine operators and boat owners 604 988 7444 be available in various stages of construc-

in the Pacific Northwest. We have the passion, technology, facilities tion from kit form to completed boat,”

and expertise to get your job done on time and on budget! i Oczkewicz said.

Now that you know, give us a call Vancouver Shipyards The yard is also working on a 39-by-
’ ’ 604 938 6361 14-foot coastal crabber for a customer

\Y

in California.
“It will likely have the 330-horsepower,
6.8-liter John Deere, but that hasn’t been
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Here’s a new Bristol Bay gillnetter from Kvichak Marine Industries.
John Fleck Photography

finalized yet,” Oczkewicz said. “It will pack about 18,000 pounds
of crab.”

Anacortes: John Lovric, general manager at Lovric’s Sea-Craft
Inc., said that his yard recently completed annual maintenance
on the 65-foot whale-watching boat Odyssey; did annual mainte-
nance on 60-foot fish farm supply vessel Clam Digger; washed and

painted the 58-foot seiner Cypress; and washed and painted the
bottom and did rudder work on the 90-foot tug Island Wind.

Other vessels scheduled for work were the 120-foot tender
Autumn Dawn and a 150-foot barge. The 125-foot crab boat
Handler was booked in for miscellaneous repairs and the 95-foot
tuna boat Mikkette for engine replacement.

“We are taking out a 3412 Caterpillar and putting in a Mitsubishi
S6A3PTA,” Lovric said.

Seattle: Kvichak Marine Industries Inc., a Vigor Industrial
company, recently delivered the first of three new Bristol Bay boats.
This all-aluminum, jet-propelled gillnetter is a Kvichak design
powered by twin Volvo D11 EVEC-E engines rated for 510 bhp
coupled to ZF 305-3 marine gears and Hamilton HJ364 water jets,
providing a top speed of 35 knots.

Kvichak said the new design combines shallow-draft capabil-
ity with short transit times to the line and the ability to maintain
planing speed when partially loaded. The unique tophouse
arrangement maximizes creature comforts while maintaining a
large, efficient working deck.

The gillnetters are 32 feet long, with a beam of 16 feet 1 inch,
drawing 25 inches light and 35 inches with full wells.

The vessels have a fuel capacity of 400 gallons and fresh water
capacity of 50 gallons. They have a maximum hold capacity of
20,500 pounds and are capable of 29 knots with 8,500 to 9,000
pounds aboard.

They have accommodations for a crew of five. Other equipment
includes a Webasto diesel heater and a 7.5-ton RSW system.

Continued on page 38
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DECK TECH

I have always been mildly obsessed with propellers. When a
boat gets hauled, I look underneath at the running gear. Every-
thing from hull shape to the drive type to rudder size and propel-
ler design intrigues me. Perhaps I should've been a naval architect
- if only my upper-level math skills had sufficed. For now, how-
ever, I have enjoyed standing back and watching new vessel con-
struction during recent years and the subsequent experimentation
that has taken place with propeller application by two of our col-
leagues in the industry - Pete Bjazevich and George Dauber.

Using Bjazevich’s newly constructed Mavrik Marine PB32
Bristol Bay gillnetter as a platform, these two have spent count-
less hours attempting to determine the next step in propeller

Picking the proper propeller is no small consideration. Wesley Loy photo

efficiency for the small-vessel market. And from what I can tell,
they’ve witnessed firsthand some exciting developments through
an arduous trial-and-error process on board the F/V Lady Kate
with a ZF KCA five-bladed propeller spinning beneath their feet.

Getting rid of the rumble: What problem were they trying to
solve? Most folks who drive an aluminum boat especially know
about the rumble in the stern through certain midrange rpms -
that harmonic rattle of aluminum plate generated by elements
like cavitation (the sudden collapse of air bubbles, thus creating
small shockwaves and subsequent heat and stresses on metal sur-
faces) and vibration in the prop tunnel.

“We were getting a lot of rumbling with the four-bladed
wheel,” explained Bjazevich. “I wanted to see if five blades would
get rid of any vibration in the tunnel. I'm tired of the rumble,
and it leads to wear and tear on welds and machinery over the
long term.”

So, what did Bjazevich do? He hauled and launched his
new Lady Kate multiple times for the sake of experimentation
and progress.

Bjazevich ended up with a five-bladed propeller - 30 inches
in diameter with a pitch of 34 inches - that gave him a much

by LANGE SOLBERG

smoother and efficient ride.

“With bigger horsepower and slower shaft
speeds, we're all of a sudden moving to an
‘over-square” wheel. Most of the big yachts
are doing it. There’s no room for more diame-
ter, and with an extra blade and some torque, these props are get-
ting rid of vibrations and have less slippage than the four-bladed
wheels.”

In fact, Bjazevich’s five blades made such a difference that he
was able to set a small paper coffee cup, full of water, on top of the
prop tunnel while underway at about 1800 rpm on a calm day. It
sat there, perfectly still, without any sign of the liquid spilling or
vibrating off the convexity of the tunnel.

Jonathan Lucco from ZF Propellers in Florida
affirmed these points: “Going to five blades is worth
exploring,” he said over the phone. “Less vibration,
more thrust and maneuverability at low speeds, and
less slip with more blade area in the water are some
of the benefits. A larger blade area (with five blades
instead of four) can also help reduce cavitation.”

Conserving fuel: These efficiencies, depending
on load and the type of vessel, also can translate into
fuel economy. Pete claims that he is potentially gain-
ing upwards of 5 percent in fuel savings with his
five-bladed prop. That can translate into big bucks
with the modern-day price of fuel.

Additionally, George Dauber, a longtime Bristol
Bay fisherman who has worked closely with Pete
throughout the testing process, adds that it’s not just
about five blades.

“Thickness of the blade, thickness of the trailing
edge, cup configuration - these are all factors that
we have to take into account when trying to come
up with a propeller that works.”

And Lucco added to this idea, saying that each
vessel and owner is different in configurations and goals. While
everyone could theoretically step up to a five-bladed wheel, ZF
likes to take a look at prop applications on a case-by-case basis to
determine the absolute best fit for each vessel’s operating param-
eters.

Bjazevich and Dauber, with the help of ZF Propellers, chose to
go through a sometimes frustrating trial-and-error process that
bred results all of us can use when making future propulsion-
related decisions. Five-bladed propellers take us a little beyond
what we're used to on our commercial fishing boats, old and new.
They ease vibration, guarantee torque, and mitigate wear and
tear on our machinery that we see over time with “the rumble
in the stern.” We may even see the benefit of noticeably better
fuel economy.

For these reasons and others, don’t forget about considering
more than three or four blades - it may be the next step in honing
the overall efficiency of your fishing platform.

Lange Solberg works in commercial sales at LFS Marine Supplies in
Bellingham and is a third-generation Bristol Bay skipper. He has also
seined in Southeast Alaska and gillnetted in Puget Sound.
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MID-COAST REPORT

No sardines: When the Pacific Fishery Management
Council announced in April that it would recommend a shut-
down of the commercial Pacific sardine fishery set to begin in July
and an immediate closure of the current season set to normally
end June 30, communities in Oregon and Washington tightened
their belts.

In Astoria, Oregon, a number of processors large and small
push a huge amount of sardines through their doors, according to
the Port of Astoria. Larger processors will now look to other parts
of their business to fill the gap, though many knew earlier this
year that a closure of the sardine fishery was likely. Some smaller
processors that focused primarily on forage fish species like sar-
dines reportedly shut down operations as well. They could not be
reached for comment.

by KATIE WILSON

to researchers.

The pinnipeds are typically seasonal visi-
tors to the lower river and dam, following
runs of fish. This year an abundance of both
smelt and salmon has drawn them in record
numbers and kept some here longer than is usually observed.

NN AN

Fishermen rescued in Newport: The U.S. Coast Guard and
other fishing boats responded to a sinking 32-foot fishing vessel
20 miles south of Yaquina Bay near Newport April 8.

The fishing vessel Apache 4 was taking on water and sink-
ing. Crews aboard the fishing vessels Kristina and Silver Quest
were nearby and responded to the urgent marine information

broadcast issued by Coast

Not far from Coos Bay, Ore-
gon, an Astoria-based group,
Oceanic Logistics, was able to

Tonnage, whether it’s fish or other cargo, counts when
small ports go out seeking state or federal funding.

Guard watchstanders at Sector
North Bend.
A Coast Guard air facility

temporarily take advantage of
the unexpected appearance of
a sardine population in Winchester Bay when it was down there
to buy live crab from local fishermen. Several other companies
also headed down to the bay once the sardines were discovered,
The Umpqua Post reported: five boats out of Charleston, Oregon,
and one from Newport, Oregon.

As of April 20, the groups hoped to land as many sardines as
they could before the fishery was shut down completely. At that
point, they had roughly 10 more days of fishing open to them.

In Ilwaco, Washington, managers at that small but active port
are concerned that without the tonnage regular sardine hauls
provide, the port could get knocked down on federal and state
priority funding lists. Sardine fishermen based elsewhere have
historically sold a lot of sardines to Pacific County processors like
Jessie’s Ilwaco Fish Co., based out of the Port of Ilwaco. Such ton-
nage, whether it’s fish or other cargo, counts when small ports go
out seeking state or federal funding or maintenance.

Still, port manager Guy Glenn Jr. is hopeful. Fisheries are cycli-
cal, he said in an interview in April, adding that it’s possible
another fishery could pick up and be extra busy this year.

NN AN AN

Salmon seasons: The spring salmon season got off to a slow
start this year on the Columbia River.

In April, the Oregon Department of Fish and Wildlife recorded
980 landings of adult Chinook for the Columbia River mainstem
fishery on March 31. Another 757 followed on April 7 for a cumu-
lative total of 1,737.

Last year, ODFW recorded 1,758 adult Chinook at the start of
the spring season on April 1, an opener fishermen said was fairly
typical for spring openers: poor.

A commercial seine fishery is still in the works for the Lower
Columbia River, but official details have yet to be released.

On Youngs Bay, near Astoria, gillnet fishermen landed a total
of 602 Chinook during the winter season, according to numbers
released by ODFW April 1. The average weight from week to
week hovered between 12.5 and 14.5 pounds.

And sea lions continued to maintain a presence in the Lower
Columbia even into the end of April, while more seals and sea
lions were observed on average daily at Bonneville dam than in
previous years - more than double the 2002-14 average, according

Dolphin crew was able to send
a dewatering pump to the crew
of the Apache 4 via a rescue swimmer. They discovered that the
source of the flooding was an open discharge valve. The Coast Guard
helped dewater the vessel and escorted it and its crew back to
Yaquina Bay. No injuries were reported.

Katie Wilson is a reporter for the Chinook Observer in Long
Beach, Washington.

We hustle so
you keep fishing
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and ask for Alaska Support.
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SOUTHERN CLIMES

Catch ’em while you can: California fishermen have more
opportunity to catch salmon this season but disappointment may
be only a year away:.

Next year’s salmon returns will reveal the impact of a drought
that’s into its fourth year. For now, however, fishermen have a
season that includes more fishing days than any seen in
recent years.

While fishing in the Klamath Management Zone from the
Oregon border to the Humboldt South Jetty is still restricted
to two weeks in September and a 3,000-fish quota, northern
region fishermen need only

by DANIEL MINTZ

are still here and some who aren’t - tell their
stories, and you can see the pictures of those
stories in the exhibit.”

The archival material includes photos of the
original Trinidad Pier shortly after it was built
in 1946. The pier was built by Earl Hallmark, father of longtime
Trinidad crab fisherman and marina owner Bob Hallmark.

Now in his mid-80s, Bob Hallmark is one of the local legends
profiled in the exhibit. He got his first crab boat in 1954 when he
was 26 years old and retired from fishing about six years ago.

Commenting on how

travel to the Shelter Cove
area to access open fishing
territory.

The season started May
1 from Horse Mountain
(about six miles north of
Shelter Cove) to Point Are-
na, and the entire month
was open. Last year, the
region’s season didn’t start
until June 19.

The north region will
also have more fishing days
in June and July this time
around.

The entire month of May
was also opened from Point
Arena to San Francisco Bay,
unlike last year.

The extra fishing time is
due to an improved ocean
abundance of 650,000
Sacramento River fall
Chinook. The Klamath
River fall Chinook forecast is 420,000 fish, also an improvement over
last year.

But there is strong suspicion that the hammer will drop next
season. Mike Burner, the Pacific Fishery Management Council’s
salmon officer, said “a double whammy” of drought-induced low
water conditions and the potential emergence of a warm water
El Nifio pattern could downscale near-term ocean salmon
populations.
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Crabbing town’s story told: A recently opened exhibit at the
Trinidad Museum details the history of the local fishing industry,
telling its story through photographs and written accounts.

It's a story peopled by past and present local fishermen who are
described in the exhibit’s introduction as “a cast of characters one
could not make up, even with the wildest of imaginations.”

One of them is Zach Rotwein, a well-known local crabber and
owner of Cap’n Zach’s Crab House in McKinleyville. His daughter,
Grace, wrote most of the exhibit’s texts and was a key part of the
museum team that compiled the photos.

“It evokes a lot of memories from the many years I've been
fishing,” Rotwein said.

“What I reflect on is listening to all the old-timers - some who

Zach Rotwein, left, a Trinidad-based fisherman and owner of Cap’n Zach’s Crab
House in McKinleyville, and longtime Trinidad crabber Bob Hallmark stand by a
display of the 1947 lens of the Trinidad lighthouse. The lens is part of a Trinidad
Museum exhibit on the city’s storied fishing industry. Daniel Mintz photo

the industry has changed,
he said that Trinidad was
once the epicenter of the
| region’s fishing industry.
“Trinidad boats did bet-

ter per boat than most of the

boats out of Eureka,” Hall-
mark recalled. “The ones in
Trinidad were pretty serious
and went out in some pretty
rough weather.”

Also included in
the exhibit is the 1947
lens of the Trinidad
lighthouse, which was
recently replaced with
an LED light, as well as a
series of photos and texts
that detail the daily work
of crabbers during peak
season.

The exhibit will be open
throughout the summer.
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Entanglement awareness: In a rare occurrence, a dead 25-foot-
long orca washed up on the shore of Fort Bragg on April 18.
Researchers soon converged on the corpse, taking DNA samples
and its pectoral fin for further study.

Something else that’s being studied further is the 150 feet of crab
trap line and floats tangled around the dead orca’s tail.

Vertical line entanglements from derelict fishing gear are an
ongoing concern, and the orca’s death triggered a flurry of meet-
ings between fishery managers and among fishermen themselves.

Pete Kalvass, a senior biologist and Dungeness crab special-
ist with the California Department of Fish and Wildlife, said that
the entanglement may have happened after the orca died, and a
necropsy will likely reveal the cause of death.

A board meeting of the Humboldt Fisherman’s Marketing
Association was held April 21, and the entanglement issue was on
the agenda. The association will continue to assess and respond to
the wildlife hazards posed by lost gear.

“It's a serious situation, and we want to avoid entanglements if
we can,” said HFMA President Aaron Newman.

Daniel Mintz has reported on Humboldt County’s government and
natural resources industries for more than a decade.
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FISH FACTOR

Big halibut ll!léﬂll:ll decision faces North Pacific Council

Bycatch be gone: Alaskans have had it with high rates of hali-
but bycatch in the Bering Sea, and a push is afoot to slash it by half.

At issue is 6 million pounds of halibut allowed as bycatch in the
high-volume flatfish fisheries, a level that hasn’t been changed for
20 years.

At the same time, declining halibut stocks statewide have seen
managers cut catches by commercial, sport, and subsistence users
by 70 percent.

The North Pacific Fishery Management Council is set to make a
decision at its meeting in June, and advocates are really putting on
the heat.

In a strongly worded April letter, 16 Alaskan groups and com-
munities urged Alaska’s congressional delegation to push for the
50 percent bycatch cut, saying “conservation of the halibut stock is
riding solely on the backs of the halibut fishermen.”

A dozen Alaska legislators also urged the council to make the 50
percent cut as soon as possible.

NN AN A

All done: A dozen trawlers tied up early for the year due to
tripping a 2,700 Chinook salmon bycatch cap in the Central and
Western Gulf of Alaska groundfish fisheries.

Only half of the allotted cod catch and 10 percent of the
flatfish were taken when the closure was imposed in early May, the
National Marine Fisheries Service said.

The closure was set to last until the end of the year, although a
re-opening will be considered Oct. 1.

This is the first year for Chinook bycatch caps in the
federally managed trawl fisheries, with a total cap for the Gulf of
7,500 salmon.

The pollock and rockfish fleets were far from their caps and
continued fishing.

NN AN

Hatchery haul: More than a third of all the salmon caught annu-
ally in Alaska originates from hatcheries.

Alaska has 31 hatchery facilities: 15 privately owned, 11 state-
owned, two federal research facilities, one tribal hatchery at Met-
lakatla, and two state-owned sport fish hatcheries.

All salmon born in Alaska’s hatcheries come from wild brood
stock and are released as fingerlings to the sea. When those fish
return home, they make a huge contribution to the catch.

According to the annual salmon fisheries enhancement report
from the Alaska Department of Fish and Game, in 2014 an esti-
mated 51 million fish, or 34 percent of the commercial common
property harvest, were produced by Alaska salmon hatcheries.
About 7 million salmon were harvested for hatchery cost recovery.

“The return of hatchery salmon provided an estimated $113
million, or 20 percent, of the ex-vessel value of the statewide
commercial common property harvest,” the report said.

By species, 56 percent of chums, 47 percent of pinks, 23 percent
of coho, 12 percent of Chinook, and 5 percent of sockeye were
hatchery starts.

Prince William Sound fishermen have the highest hatchery
fish catches. Last year, 45 million salmon returned from hatchery
releases, accounting for an estimated 87 percent of the total number
of salmon in the commercial common property harvest. By species,
93 percent of the pink salmon, 68 percent of the chums, and 45
percent of the sockeye were hatchery-produced fish.

It’s a different story in Southeast Alaska, where nearly all the
pinks were from wild production with 85 percent of the chums

by LAINE WELCH

from hatcheries.

In all, hatchery salmon accounted for
12 percent of the Panhandle harvest and
contributed $38 million, or 26 percent of ex-
vessel value.

Steve Reifenstuhl, general manager of the
Sitka-based Northern Southeast Regional Aquaculture Associa-
tion, said he believes the hatchery programs in both Southeast and
Prince William Sound are not likely to grow much more.

“We have utilized the water sources we’ve been able to find, and
it's not easy to locate a new hatchery at all,” he said. “I think we are
getting to the point where we are not going to have major increases
in production.”

Kodiak ranks third in terms of Alaska hatchery production. Two
facilities accounted for 41 percent of the island’s total salmon take
last summer, mostly pinks and chums. The hatchery catch value
was $10 million, or 22 percent of the Kodiak total.

At Cook Inlet, small hatchery returns of sockeyes (2 percent)
and pinks (6 percent) contributed $547,000 of the fishery value, or
2 percent.

This year nearly 63 million hatchery-produced salmon are
projected to return home to Alaska, similar to last season.

The salmon enhancement report also shows that more than 180
Alaska elementary schools participate in hatchery salmon egg take
and release programs each year.

Laine Welch writes the Fish Factor newspaper column and produces
Alaska Fish Radio out of Kodiak.
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ALASKA NOTEBOOK

Copper River Seamoils to hecome higger Bristol Bay player

Processor expansion: Copper River Seafoods is expanding its
operations in Bristol Bay.

The Anchorage-based company announced April 21 it had
acquired the former Extreme Salmon processing plant in Naknek.

Copper River Seafoods already had a facility at Togiak, in the
bay’s westernmost fishing district. The Naknek plant will position
the company in the bay’s main cannery hub.

Scott Blake, president of Copper River Seafoods, said the tim-
ing was good for the expansion, as the bay is expecting a huge
harvest this season.

“Our plan is for the Naknek operations to produce a mix of
frozen headed and gutted sockeye salmon and fresh sockeye
fillets, increasing our total production by 4 to 5 million pounds,”
Blake said.

“We are working swiftly to ensure the plant is fully opera-
tional in time for the start of the 2015 Bristol Bay sockeye salmon
season and plan to invest several million dollars in the Naknek
plant over the next three years,” said Rodger May, a partner in the
new operation.

The Naknek plant will support about 70 seasonal jobs, the
company said.

Blake partnered with three other commercial fishermen to
establish Copper River Seafoods in 1996. The company has great-
ly expanded and today operates facilities in Cordova, Anchorage,
Kenai, Togiak, Kotzebue, and now Naknek.
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Sitka summary: The Alaska Department of Fish and Game on
May 1 issued the final results from the 2015 Sitka Sound sac roe
herring fishery.

The harvest was 8,756 tons on a quota of 8,712 tons, and
overall mature roe recovery was 11.8 percent based on fish ticket
information.

This season’s quota was the smallest since 2003. Last year’s
harvest tallied 16,976 tons.

The season ran March 18-25, and fishermen elected to work as
a cooperative rather than compete fiercely as they normally do.
The co-op reflected the apparent poor roe market and allowed
the seine fleet to cut expenses by using fewer boats.

Just what the herring paid remained unclear.

The total shoreline receiving spawn this year was 87.9
nautical miles. That’s the second highest mileage recorded since
the department began recording spawn in 1964 and compares to
the recent 10-year average of 61.9 miles.

NN AN AN

Sablefish pots: The North Pacific Fishery Management
Council in April voted unanimously to allow the use of pot gear
in the Gulf of Alaska sablefish individual fishing quota harvest.

Supporters see pots as a way to thwart whales adept at robbing
fish from the fishery’s traditional hook-and-line gear.

The council action, subject to final approval from the U.S.
commerce secretary, culminated years of work toward allowing
pot gear. A big consideration for the council was weighing the
potential for conflicts between gear types.

“In order to limit the amount of space that pots occupy on
the fishing grounds, each vessel is limited in the number of pots
that it can deploy,” according to the council’s April newsletter.
“No more than 120 pots can be used in the West Yakutat or the
Southeast Outside districts of the Eastern Gulf. No more than
300 pots can be used in the Central or the Western Gu
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will establish a system of pot tags to enforce
this limitation.”

To discourage “grounds preemption,”
fishermen will face limits on the amount of
time that pot gear can be left on the grounds
without being moved or tended.

It'll be interesting to see how many sablefish fishermen convert
to pots. Such an investment would be a good indicator of just how
bad whale depredation really is.

LI Ll

Chinook bycatch: The North Pacific Council, at its April
meeting in Anchorage, also voted to tighten limits on Chinook
salmon bycatch in the Bering Sea pollock fishery.

The council has faced intense pressure to crack down on
bycatch due to weak returns of Chinook to the Yukon and other
Western Alaska rivers.

NN AN AN

Kosher canned salmon: The Alaska Seafood Marketing
Institute reports that a new Farm Bill amendment prompted the
U.S. Department of Agriculture to seek more kosher and halal
foods. The Alaska seafood industry responded, fulfilling the
USDA Agricultural Marketing Service’s first order with 19,000
cases of “cost-neutral kosher canned pink salmon” in July 2014.

“AMS also purchased Alaska pollock (frozen blocks in
49-pound cartons), valued at $3.8 million, for domestic feeding
programs,” ASMI said.

NN AN

Redrawn Southeast seine map: A Native corporation in
March hailed a landmark “compromise” with the Southeast
Alaska commercial seine fleet.

The statement from Kootznoowoo Inc. came after the state
Board of Fisheries, meeting in Sitka, adopted a proposal that
will close some salmon seining areas to protect the subsistence
needs of people in Angoon. Kootznoowoo is the Native village
corporation for Angoon.

“This has been many years in the making,” Kootznoowoo said.
“From the combined efforts of Kootznoowoo and the South-
east Alaska Seiners Association, a compromise has been found
and accepted by the Board of Fish. This proposal will close four
miles of coastline near Basket Bay (on Chichagof Island) to seine
fisheries during the season. Additionally, the waters in front of the
community of Angoon will be closed to seine fisheries. However,
the area from the northwest shore of Admiralty Island to Point
Hepburn (approximately 40 miles northwest of Angoon) will
be opened up to the purse seine fishery on July 17. On July 21
the waters from Fisher Point to Parker Point will be opened to
commercial purse seining.”

Sharon Love, Kootznoowoo president and general man-
ager, said that the board action would “cease commercial fish
competition” for sockeye of traditional importance to
Angoon households.

Angoon and the seine fleet have butted heads for years. The
community previously had offered numerous unsuccessful
proposals to the board, and Kootznoowoo has petitioned federal
officials to extend “extraterritorial jurisdiction” around Angoon.

Wesley Loy is editor of Pacific Fishing magazine and producer of
Deckboss, a blog on Alaska commercial fisheries.




DUTCH HARBOR REPORT
Federal law enforcement agency to

Fish cops coming: Finding good employees for remote site
work is always a challenge in rural Alaska, aggravating enough
to make some managers move everything into Anchorage. But
year-round boots on the ground remains the ideal, and one
agency is giving it another shot.

A federal fisheries agency office is re-opening in Unalaska/
Dutch Harbor as soon as three enforcement officers are hired
and trained.

In recent years, the National Marine Fisheries Service Office of
Law Enforcement has flown in agents from around the state for
short tours of duty - between a week and a month, said Kevin
Heck, acting deputy special agent in charge in Anchorage.

The agency now wants to try keeping agents in the Aleutians
port full-time and wants to “recruit and retain quality people to
staff the office,” Heck said.

Office space has been rented in the FTS building near the
airport, down the hall from where the last enforcement office
was located.

The local enforcement office

by JIM PAULIN

staffed by a biologist, in the Airport Beach
Road building, which also houses the offices
of the Alaska Department of Fish and Game,
the Coast Guard Marine Safety Detachment,
and U.S. Customs and Border Protection.

AN AENAENA

Observer death: Unalaska police have confirmed the
identity of a fisheries observer who died in Unalaska while hiking
in a blizzard.

Jessica Acker, 33, had been living in Sitka but was originally
from Madison, Wisconsin, said Michael Holman, deputy
police chief.

The search for Acker began after she failed to return Feb. 8 to
Westward Seafoods, where she was a plant observer. About 12
people searched the area around Pyramid Peak, including public
safety staff and volunteers and local Coast Guard personnel.

A Dolphin helicopter from the Coast Guard cutter Munro
helped with the search.

Her body was located

was closed because of difficul-
ties finding employees who
wanted to stay in Unalaska,
Heck said. It closed in 2006.
The return of a local office
and employee housing is due
to a change in administration
at the top level in Washington,
D.C., said Heck, noting that
almost all the key players were
not working for the agency
when the decision was made to *
close the office in Unalaska. m‘“—-"y
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the following day, but poor
weather conditions delayed
the recovery until Feb. 10.

The woman appeared to
have fallen down a steep slope
where her body was located,
said Jamie Sunderland, Unalas-
ka public safety director.

She sustained a fractured
skull in the accident, Holman
said.

Acker had worked in Sitka
as a seasonal employee of the

Heck said the staffing deci- ek
sion is not related to state
efforts to move its patrol vessel
from Unalaska to a new home-
port in Kodiak as a cost-cutting
move. He emphasized that the decision to re-open the federal
office was made last year, before the state troopers’ latest attempt
to relocate the P/V Stimson.

The new federal fisheries enforcement office could mean
good news for the Unalaska City School District, already facing
declining student enrollment and looking at the loss of more
students from families of Stimson crew members.

NMEFS will pay for agents” families to move to Unalaska, but
only if the new agents were already working for the federal
government, Heck said.

He noted that NMFS policy toward family members is differ-
ent from that of the U.S. Coast Guard, which does not consider
Unalaska as a family duty station. City officials have asked the
Coast Guard to change its policy.

Unlike the state troopers, NMFS does not have its own vessel.

Agents sometimes ride on Coast Guard or other agency ships.
But mostly the agents will work in port, policing various fisheries,
especially halibut and sablefish, Heck said.

The re-opened enforcement office will give NMFS two offices
in the same building and on both floors. The second-floor fish-
eries management office did not close and has remained open,

From left, cleanup workers Kent Russell, Melissa Good, and Josh
Good show off some of the “Rommel stakes” removed recently from
Unalaska Island. Photo courtesy of Melissa Good

Alaska Department of Fish
and Game and was work-
ing for a private contractor in
Unalaska, he said.
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Stakes out: Unalaska Island’s legacy of World War II military
junk recently was reduced by nearly 7 tons after local residents
and contractors removed a few thousand “Rommel stakes” from
the north side of Beaver Inlet.

Local resident Melissa Good gave a presentation on the project,
which was funded by the Defense Department’s Native American
Lands Environmental Mitigation Program, administered locally
by the Qawalangin Tribe of Unalaska.

The stakes were removed between October 2013 and last July.

They were installed during WWII to trip up potential invaders.
A land attack never happened, though Japanese planes bombed
Unalaska and Dutch Harbor in 1942.

Good said the stakes that were still standing upright often had
barbed wire attached.

The stakes, also known as screw pickets, could be quietly
twisted into the ground without the hammering that could attract
enemy attention.

The World War I novel “All Quiet on the Western Front,” by
Erich Maria Remarque, describes German soldiers carrying the
stakes on their shoulders: “The burdens are awkward and heavy.”

The Unalaska project involved removing stakes from 2 to 4.5

(ontinued on page 38
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BRITISH COLUMBIA

Salmon forecast: There should be some decent salmon fishing in
British Columbia this season, according to the Fisheries and Oceans
Canada (DFO) draft integrated fisheries management plans (IFMPs)
for north and south coast salmon fisheries released in mid-March.

IFMPs for salmon are developed with feedback from First Nations,
commercial and recreational fishermen, and the Integrated Harvest
Planning Committee including environmental interests. The draft
plans undergo further consultations with stakeholders coastwide and
are then finalized in June.

Conservation measures are in place to reduce fishery impacts
on Skeena River chum, steelhead, and wild sockeye stocks. These
measures include non-retention of some species, gear and fishing
modifications, and specific timing closures or sockeye harvest rate
reductions when weak stocks are present.

On B.C.’s North Coast, Nass River sockeye returns are expected to
be average, with an expected total return from 638,000 to 938,000 and
a 50 percent probability of 774,000.

Pink returns are expected to be average, with limited harvesting
opportunities anticipated. Chum returns are expected to be very
poor. Fisheries will be managed to reduce harvest impacts on chum.

Nass sockeye will be managed to achieve an aggregate spawning
escapement target of 200,000. Returns in excess of the escapement
target are harvested in food, social, and ceremonial (FSC), Nisga'a
Treaty, and commercial harvest opportunities. Management mea-
sures will be in place to reduce impacts to specific stocks of concern.
Opportunities for a gillnet fishery are evaluated during the pre-sea-
son planning process based on predicted returns.

In the Skeena, the sockeye aggregate escapement target is
900,000, and First Nation FSC fishery requirements are in the range
of 150,000.

If the pre-season forecast for the Skeena sockeye return is greater
than 1.05 million, then fishery openings are planned. If the pre-season
run size forecast is below 1.05 million, fisheries will not take place
until the in-season run size prediction is greater than 1.05 million.
Any gillnet fisheries on or after Aug. 1 will be short-net, short-set.

The total Skeena sockeye return is expected to be above average,
with a pre-season return forecast from 1.7 million to 7.3 million and a
50 percent probability of the run reaching 3.5 million.

In Area 6, farther south down the coast from the Skeena, an above-
average commercial opportunity for pink salmon is anticipated for
2015, based on brood year escapements in 2013.

For Fraser River sockeye, forecast numbers fall in a broad range
of 2,364,000 to 23,580,000 at the 10 percent to 90 percent probability
levels. The 50 percent probability forecast is 6,778,000.

DFO said fisheries are expected to be directed at early summer run
sockeye, but the majority of the harvest may occur while trying to
harvest the more abundant summer run, which makes up approxi-
mately 70 percent of the total return at the median forecast. Directed
harvest on summer run stocks is expected in 2015 throughout the
forecast range.

Some fisheries will be directed on the summer run timing group,
but harvest may be limited by constraints on co-migrating groups
(early summer and late run sockeye) and stocks of concern, such as
Cultus Lake sockeye.

The ink on the IFMPs was barely dry when opponents of commer-
cial fishing started attacking them as they went into the consultation
phase with stakeholders.

Conservation group Watershed Watch claims that small co-
migrating runs such as the Cultus Lake sockeye and Thompson
River coho that join more abundant runs in the Fraser River would be
threatened by commercial fishing openings.

But Carl Walters, professor emeritus at the University of British
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Columbia, argues that babying weak stocks
by cutting back on commercial fishing hasn’t
worked.

“Reduced fishing doesn’t always lead to
increased returns; it just means harvest losses,”
he said in a speech to the fishermen’s union last year. In fact, he add-
ed, “Smaller stocks can be sustainably overfished without causing
an extinction risk. An overfished stock can be biologically healthy.”

NN AN AN

Herring hassle: Following on the heels of a controversial
herring fishery this past season, B.C.’s fishermen’s union said the
Herring Industry Advisory Board (HIAB) is effectively controlled by
corporate interests.

“The government thinks it is getting consensus advice from a
broad range of stakeholders, when in fact it is only getting one or
two corporations” advice, does this situation lend itself to good
governance with inclusive and transparent decision-making?” wrote
UFAWU-CAW President Kim Olsen to Canada Minister of Fisheries
Gail Shea April 9.

“There are claims of consensus-based recommendations to
government, but in reality whose interest does HIAB represent?” the
letter continued.

The Terms of Reference Mandate for HIAB put five elected seine
representatives, five elected gillnet representatives, four unelected
processors, and one Herring Conservation and Research Society
representative on the membership.

“When one company (Canfisco) owns some 226 herring licenses
and controls a good deal more and independent fishermen own on
average one or two licenses each, who is electing the seine and gillnet
representatives?” Olsen wrote. “When almost every herring
processor of any size has been consolidated under one company,
what interests do the four processor members represent? It appears
that one interest dominates HIAB.”

The union letter goes on to say that last summer HIAB was asked
by DFO if it would support establishment of a more inclusive advi-
sory process to build the collaborative understanding with First
Nations that is needed to manage the herring, but HAIB refused.

It seems as if without collaborative management, DFO and First
Nations continue to butt heads.

Members of the Heiltsuk Nation blockaded a DFO office in
Bella Bella on B.C.’s central coast March 29 to protest a proposed
roe herring gillnet fishery, claiming that there were not enough fish
to conduct a commercial fishery. Fisheries officials maintained that
scientific research indicated that stocks were sound enough to
warrant a fishery.

A two-day seine fishery March 22 and 23 took 689.9 tons of herring.

Eventually the DFO closed the area and the gillnet fleet left
the area.

Coastwide, the fishery was spotty, with roe herring gillnetters
landing 4,064.8 tons of the 13,975-ton quota in the Gulf of Georgia
and seiners 9,278.2 tons of the 15,440-ton quota in the area.

A First Nations injunction against commercial fishing on the west
coast of Vancouver Island was overturned, but DFO didn’t open the
area due to poor fish quality. The Haida Nation won an injunction
against a fishery on Haida Gwaii (formerly the Queen Charlotte
Islands), but there was no objection to commercial fishing on B.C.’s
north coast in the Prince Rupert area.

Still, with an overall quota of 37,200 tons this year, only 15,980.4
tons were caught.

Michel Drouin has been covering the British Columbia fishing industry
since 1990.




BEST CANNERY BOOTS IN ALASKA

Are slippery patches on your work
floor more of a rule than an exception?
Not with these slip-resistant and very
comfortable fish processing boots from
BEKINA® BOOTS.

They are extremely easy to clean and
disinfect. The free, insulating and
moisture-absorbing insoles keep your
feet lovely, warm, and dry at all times.

This BEKINA® work boot is as light as a feather and makes tired
legs a thing of the past. BEKINA® BOOTS have been developed in
accordance with the most recent international standards, for both
hygiene and safety.

Visit our website, email us, or call for more information
www.bekina-boots.be/en - info@bekina.us « T: +32 55 39 00 97

FITCH FUEL CATALYST

THE FITCH FUEL CATALYST
SAVES MONEY AND IMPROVES
THE ENVIRONMENT

“Since the beginning of our 2014 season,
our vessels have reported reduced fuel
consumption of 50 to 100 gallons per day, as
well as cleaner centrifuges.”

- Chuck Hosmer, GM, Romanzof Fishing Co. LLC

Over 500 commercial fishing vessels are
using the Fitch Fuel Catalyst today!

Advantages: NOT an additive, reduces fuel consumption 5-10%,
pays for itself in 1-3 months and lasts for years, maintenance free,
engine maintenance dramatically reduced, significantly reduces
greenhouse gas (CO2).

For more information visit us at:
www.fitchfuelcatalyst.com

FISHING PHYSICS™

NEW BAIT IS HERE
g“ FISHING™ new product, Fishing Physics™ is hard at
47y PHYSICS  work fulfilling the orders taken in both
N Kodiak for commercial, and Anchorage

for recreational fishing.
bait acts as a molecular sponge and once it hits the water, the scent
(soak) releases under pressure and travels through the current. Both
the bait and the soak are water based to ensure that the fish/crabs/
shrimp can find the source of the scent, hook or pot! Soaks are made

On the return of launching a successful
The game changer - a patented scent-releasing HYDROGEL! This
from organic material... think herring, squid, or octopus.

For more information: www.fishingphysics.com

NVA CULTURAL CAMPS

INVESTING IN OUR FUTURE

The people of Native Village of Afognak
(NVA) is a federally recognized tribe with
descendants from the village of Afognak.

NVA has been hosting a series of
cultural camps called “Dig Afognak” for
over 20 years.

NVA is building a permanent Cultural/Mess Hall and they need
your help. A gift of $500 will provide an etched glass tile, with a name
of your choice, permanently placed in the new Mess Hall! This helps
to provide a safe and nurturing environment for our campers.

Please contact NVA at (907) 486-6357 if interested in gifting.
Donations are tax deductible.

Visit our website at www.afognak.org

From left to right: Dylan Capjohn, Macarius Agnot, and Owen Tuckfield.
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HOCKEMA & WHALEN AlaskaTenders.org Gibbons & Associates, P.S.
ASSOCIATES MARITIME ATTORNEYS

NAVAL ARCHITECTS * MARINE ENGINEERS Proctor in Admiralty
Over 30 years experience

Fishing Vessels

E‘#Sdiigs r9e Trials, appeals, mediations, arbitrations
Floating Cranes Injury and Wage Claims
% Cargo & Misc.
W New Vessels Salvage
i Conversions Collisions

Stability Analysis

. Shipyard Claims
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Seattle WA 98107  E-mail: boatstuff@hockema.com Tending to our Future Cor:f:;scts

Charter Parties
S Joint Ventures
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o1 Eichi ackson, Morgan Fisheties
The Commercial Fishing Industry ] ’ g Tug and Barge
Tax e Accounting e Attest & Hunt, PLLC Marine Insurance Disputes
Certified Public Accountants Coast Guard Licensed Master
800.478.3178 ) i

Tax and Accounting Services for Gibb & A . PS
Vessel Owners and Commercial Fishermen iboons ssociates, [:9.

Alaska * Washington ¢ Oregon
ph 206-381-3340; fax 206-381-3341

- . 4123 California Ave SW #101
- /[ CERTIFIED PUBLIC - - : cell 206-419-6971
[ MERTZ . Seattle, WA98116. ... ............... 206 932-1314 , :
TR = = Fax NUMber .. oo 206 932-1858 email svg@gibbonslawgroup.com
9309 Glacier Hwy, Ste. B-200 e Jungau, AK 99801 ® info@ermcpa.com ® www.ermepa.com Internet .................. www.jmhseattle.com SE HABLA ESPANOL
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.| YOu AND PACIFIC FISHING HAVE
SOMETHING GREAT IN COMMON “

Our valued readers are your valued customers —
Here’s to a GREAT partnership in 2015!

Some of our 2014 advertisers: Alaska Air Cargo,
American Seafoods, AmericanWest Bank, Cummins,
Delta Marine, Eltech, Foss, Fred Wahl Marine Construction,
Globalstar, HEMPEL, Highland Refrigeration, Inmarsat, IMS,
Irridium, Jotun, KVH, Lynden, MARCO, Morgan Stanley,
Mustad Longline, NC Power Systems, Northrim Bank,

A ; X Ocean Beauty, Pacific Seafood, Pacific Power Products,
our ppe'_fnier Par!ﬂe A Port of Seattle, 'F.’ort of Kodiak, Rapp Hydema, Seamar,

in.the North Paclflc_;'_'__ Servco Pacific, Sound Propeller, Stearns, TOTE,
= — Trident, VVancouver Shipyards/Drydock, WESMAR.

We look forward to working with you on the BEST visibility that money
can buy in the productive and lucrative North Pacific!

Reserve space by 6/10/15 for AUGUST and 7/10/15 for SEPTEMBER

Contact Diane Sandvik, Advertising Sales
at 206-920-5516 or dianes@pacificfishing.com

August ‘15 issue, Ad materials due 6/17/15 « September ‘15 issue, Ad materials due 7/17/15

§

30 [ PACIFICFISHING (] JUNE 2015 ] WWW.PACIFICFISHING.COM




EN JoHN DEERE

YANMAR

Engines - Cenerators
Parts - service
or just good advice

www.MERequipment.com

1-800-777-0714
"En sush

LET’S DO LAUNCH.

Slip into our Rainier, Oregon shipyard for new
vessel construction and major conversions.
Call Carl Smith at 206.281.4731 or 206.953.5615
or email at casmith@foss.com.

&

FOSS

ALWAYS SAFE. ALWAYS READY.

Marine Transportation Services « Harbor Services
Engineering and Shipyard Services « Liner Barge Services
www.foss.com/shipyards

_SILVER I'IORDE"

Fishing Lures & Supplies
20910 63rd Ave. W., Lynnwood, WA 98036

2 (425)778-2640 ¢ 24 Hr. FAX:
A (425) 774-7300 » (425) 774-73

ey

DANA F BESECKER CO., INC.

Buyers of high-quality Alaskan and Canadian
caught longline halibut and black cod.

WE BUY IN ALL FISHING AREAS AND
WE OFFER GREAT PRICES.

“Call us today for a quote on your trip!”

MAIN OFFICE:

BELLINGHAM OFFICE:
Phone 360-676-1606
) 360-671-7855

Tony Cell.... 360-739-3656
Dispatch.....5644

00 4

BOATBUILDING
REPAIR
FABRICATION

" HEAVY DUTY UTILITY SKIFF LINE

g1t = 534~ 51o . 518 520
= b L E o e - e T Ll e b Lo [
L I e e S
- 340085 470185 530 LBS 665 LBS 750 LBS

=

SEATTLE, WE™—
206.953.7676——
SNOWEBDATBUILDING.COM

DIESEL PUMPS * PRESSURE WASHERS
GENERATORS * HYDRAULIC POWER UNITS

el v 2

DIESEL AMERICA WEST

F.O. BOX 968 = FRIDAY HARBOR, WA 98250
1-(800) DIESEL-1 = 1-(800) 343-7351
Fh {360} 378-4182 « Fx (360) 378-3315
WWW.DAWEST.COM
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THE PERMIT MASTER

IFQs - VESSELS - PERMITS
EXCEPTIONAL FULL SERVICE BROKERAGE

—IFQ—
EXCEPTIONAL “FULL” SERVICE
BROKERAGE SAMPLES

2,500# “C” WY BCOD BLKD @ $25

9,000# “B” Al BCOD BLKD @ $3

3,000# “C” 3A HAL UNBLKD @ $50

ON THE WEB — $/F = FISHED

ANY# “C” SE BCOD UNBLKD @ WANTED
ANY# “C” SE BCOD BLKD @ WANTED

10,000# “C” CG BCOD UNBLKD @ $25
9,000# “C” WG BCOD UNBLKD @ $17
25,000# “B” WG BCOD UNBLKD @ $15.25

20,000# “B” Al BCOD UNBLKD @ $4
ANY# “C/D” 2C HAL BLKD @ WANTED

ANY# “B/C” 3B HAL UNBLKD @ WANTED
20,000# “B” 4D HAL UNBLKED @ $20

NEW LISTINGS DAILY. CALL FOR QUOTES
OR CHECK OUT OUR COMPLETE LIST

— PERMITS —
HERRING CHIGNIK SEINE....
SITKA SEINE ... AREA M SEINE
PWS SEINE POWER TROLL ...
COOK INLET SEINE.. HAND TROLL

KODIAK SEINE.
SE GILLNET.....
KODIAK GILLNET.
NORTON SOUND.

HOONAH POUND. N/A
CRAIG POUND.

PWS POUND ...

SALMON

S.E. DRIFT... $95K

PWS DRIFT .....
COOK INLET DRIFT..
COOK INLET SET.

AREA M DRIFT

AREA M SET ... WANTED
BBAY DRIFT

BBAY SET. ..$60K PKG
SE SEINE ...$290K

PWS SEINE . $205K
COOK INLET SEINE.. .$87K
KODIAK SEINE

PUGET SOUND DRIFT..
PUGET SOUND SEINE..
SHELLFISH

SE DUNGY 300 POT ...
SE DUNGY 225 POT
SE DUNGY 150 POT
SE DUNGY 75 POT ..
SE POT SHRIMP
KODIAK TANNER <60’ .
DIVE

SE GEODUCK ..
SE CUCUMBER
MISC.
CHATHAM BLACKCOD.............. $300K OFFER
CAL NEAR SHORE
CAL SQUID...
WATROLL...
CAL LOBSTER.
CAL TROLL/42 .. e ——— $15K

LISTINGS WANTED!!!

IFQ: ALL AREAS
BOATS: ALL KINDS
PERMITS: ALL TYPES

JOIN OUR LIST OF
SATISFIED CUSTOMERS.
CALL TODAY.

BUYERS ARE WAITING.

www.permitmaster.com

P2000M - 58 X 16 TOPHOUSE FROSTAD, 8V71 GMC MAIN,
TWIN DISC GEAR, 3 STATION HYD STEERING, 3500 GAL
FUEL, 700 WATER. PACKS 80K IN SLUSH IN 3 INSULATED,
GLASSED HOLDS. BOOM W/TOPPING AND VANGING. ELEC-
TRONICS INCLUDE FURUNO RADAR, RAYTHEON SOUNDER,
ECHOTEC PLOTTER, FURUNO GPS, WAGNER MK IV PILOT.
CURRENTLY SET UP FOR LONGLINE. EASY CONVERSION TO
JUST ABOUT ANYTHING ELSE. BIG GALLEY. STATEROOMS
IN CABIN AND TOPHOUSE. JUST ADD YOUR GEAR AND GO.
REDUCED TO $79K.

P2050M - 54 X 16.2 COMBO, GMC 8V71 MAIN, TWIN DISC
GEAR, 30KW ISUZU, JUNES CRAB BLOCK ON ARTICULATING
DAVIT, COILER, BAIT CHOPPER, SPRAY BRINE RSW.
ACCOMODATIONS FOR 7, WITH 5 BERTHS IN FOCSLE AND
2 BERTH STATEROOM, HEAD W/SHOWER, ELECTRIC GAL-
LEY. COMNAV PILOT, JRC SOUNDER, 4 GPS, 36 AND 72 MILE
RADARS, VHF'S, SSB, SAT PHONE. REDUCED TO $229K.

P2099M — MEL MARTIN BUILT IN 1984, GMC 6V92 MAIN, TWIN
DISC 509 GEAR, DIRECT DRIVE HYDRAULICS, NEW EXHAUST
W/MUFFLER. NARROW FIXED REEL, NEW POWER ROLLER IN
2011. PACKS 14K IN HATCHES. GARMIN GPS, 3 SOUNDERS,
VHF. CONTAINER W/16 SHACKLES OF RED GEAR, ONE KING
NET, BUOYS, LINES, TOOLS SPARES. REDUCED TO $55K FOR
QUICK SALE.

P2144M - 58 X 22 STEEL COMBO, 6125 JOHN DEERE
MAIN, TWIN DISC GEAR, 4045 JOHN DEERE AUX DRIVE
65KW AND 35/25 VICKERS PUMP, 30KW ISUZU. NEW 25
TON TEKNOTHERM TITANIUM CHILLER. NEW EXHAUST ON
ALL ENGINES. PACKS 120K IN 2 HOLDS. COMES WITH BS
LLP AND COD POTS, SEINE AND SKIFF. SOLID, SEAWORTHY
PLATFORM, ASKING $1MIL FOR PACKAGE. WILL CONSIDER
OFFERS ON BOAT ONLY.

P2149M - 58 X 26 STEEL SEINER, 3406 CAT MAIN, 90 KW
AUX, 2 SMALLER AUX, NEW 30 TON RSW, PACKS 140K+.
COMPLETE ELECTRONICS. ASKING $850K.

P2157M - 32' SHORE, CUMMINS 6BT INSTALLED IN 1995,
TWIN DISC 5050 GEAR NEW 2011, SPARE GEAR REBUILT BY|
MILL LOG, NEW SHAFT 2012. FLUSH DECK, NARROW FIXED
200 FATHOM REEL W/LFS DRIVE ALL 2 YEARS OLD. FURUNO
RADAR, GPS. WELL MAINTAINED. GREAT BUY @ $75K.

P2161M - 32' SUNNFJORD BUILT IN 83, 3208 CAT MAIN, TWIN
DISC 506 GEAR, 4 & 6 CUBE HYD PUMPS, MMC CONTROLS,
200 FATH SLIDING REEL W/LEVELWIND. NEW WIRING, NEW
PANEL IN 2012. ALL L.E.D. LIGHTS, HEAD W/SHOWER. FURUNO
RADAR, GPS, GARMIN PLOTTER, COMNAV PILOT. HARD CHINE,
STABLE SEABOAT. ASKING ONLY $85K.

P2163M - 32 X 13 ALL AMERICAN TWIN JET BAY BOAT, 2 —
TAMD 63 VOLVOS, ZF GEARS, 273 HAMILTONS, CONSTANT
FLO HYDRAULICS, 7.5 TON IMS RSW, PACKS 15K UNDER
HATCHES, ANOTHER 10K ON DECK. COMPLETE ELECTRON-
ICS. AVAILABLE AFTER THE SEASON. ASKING $220K.

CALL FOR A COMPLETE LIST OF VESSELS FOR SALE
INCLUDING MANY BOAT/PERMIT PACKAGES

Toll Free: 888-588-1001

ONLINE @ www.permitmaster.com Email: vessels@permitmaster.com Fax: 360-293-4180

4302 Whistle Lake Rd

* Anacortes, WA 98221

SELL YOUR

BOAT HERE.
CALL TO LIST!




The F/V MORGAN
is ready to fish
your IFQs!

The F/V Morgan is a 32 Delta, available =
to fish all classes of quota in all areas.

It’s a like-new, fully-equipped, clean,
and comfortable boat. Professional
crew with 15+ years experience in
the fishery. Flexible schedule and
competitive rates. No #2s, best prices.

For more information, contact
Jonathan Pavlik ¢ (907) 314-0714 Cell * (907) 784-3032 Home

Alaska Boats & Permits, Inc.

PO BOX 505, HOMER ALASKA 99603

FULL SERVICE MARINE BROKERAGE
FAX: 907-235-4965 E-MAIL: abp@acsalaska.net

800-992-4960 907-235-4966
UPDATED LISTINGS ON THE WEB

www.alaskaboat.com w=EL__

IFQs PERMITS VESSELS

PACIFIC FISHING : classifieds

AVAI LABLE TO HARVEST YOUR IFQS!
We deliver quality product!
F/V Sherrie Marie, 61" Steel long-

liner, available for hired skipper and
walk-ons. 30+ years experience
in fishery. Excellent, fully equipped
boat, seasoned professional crew
with HIGH QUALITY standards.
All fish is delivered bled and iced.
Competitive rates and references.

Contact Norman @ 509-675-0304 or alaskanorm@centurylink.net

F/V FORTUNE
looking to catch
your IFQs:

Fast, comfortable, and as fun as
possible. Ready to fish 2¢ 3a
halibut, southeast cod and west
yak. Very competitive rates! 15
years experience and a solid crew.
Please call Anthoney Sine,
(907) 738-0936

Dock Street Brokers

(206)789-5101
(800)683-0297

CO15-010 58'x17'x8’ steel, Monk

CATERPILLAR

TWIN DISC MARINE TRANSMIS-
sions, Caterpillar and Cummins Engines
& parts. New and rebuilt, biggest selection
of used ENG & Gear parts in the world
available. Worldwide shipping. Best pric-

design, combination vessel, built by
Chester Thompsonin 1972. Cummins
855 main with Twin Disk 509 gear.
Northern Lights 12kw and Northern
Lights 30kw aux’s. Packs 60,000#
in insulated tanked hold. Currently
rigged for longline. Full electronics
package. Asking $450,000.

CH15-009

35'x12'x3’
charter boat, lobster-style hull, built

fiberglass

in 1993 by Henriques. Only 2,200
hrs on the boat. Cat 3116 rated at
300 hp, only 12 hrs on complete
overhaul. Twin Disc gear. Burns 8
gph @ 16-18 kts. Electronics include
GPS, VHF, radar, and plotter. Appr.
1,500# fish hold. Asking $139,000.

SP15-003 38'x13" Mel Martin
sternpicker, flush deck w/ RSW,
built in 1982. Volvo 71D rated at
380 hp, Twin Disc 507 gear. Packs
about 16,000# with hydraulically
driven IMS 7.5 ton RSW system.
Large sliding Kinematics drum w/
levelwind. Electronics include radar,
GPS, plotter, VHF, and sounder.
Complete Area M operation. Asking
$150,000 for boat alone. Area M
permit available at market price.

CO15 011

42'x15'x4’
pocket seiner built by Leclerg in

fiberglass

1981. John Deere 6068 AFM85
250hp main, installed 2014, with
Twin Disk 507 2:1 gear. Yukon
Power Systems 40 kw aux installed
2014. Currently rigged as light/brail
boat for California squid fishery.
Call for complete survey. Asking
$300,000 for boat alone or $500,000
with squid light/brail permit.

SABLEFISH IFQ

CG-B-U: 8,0001bs............. asking $25.00
CG-C-U: 10,0001bs............asking $26.00
WG-C-U: 8,500 Ibs... .asking $14.50

WG-C-B: 7,500 Ibs...
WY-C-U:  10,0001Ibs....

asking $13.00
asking $28.00

IFQ Sellers
Wanted!
We have buyers looking.

HALIBUT IFQ

3A-B-U: 16,500 Ibs......... asking $50.00
3A-C-B: 750 Ibs... ...asking $44.00

4B-C-B: 4,000 Ibs.......... asking $11.00

Selling your boat?
Low 5% Commission

Non-Exclusive Listing

See all our Iistings at www.dockstreetbrokers.com.

ing. Call Steve at Marine Engine & Gear
781-837-5424 or email at twindiscgears @
verizon.net

FOR SALE
Have two California light-market Brail Boat
licenses for sale. Call Don. (949) 279-9369.
Prices reduced to $250,000 U.S. dollars.
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PACIFIC FISHING classifieds
Boats/Permits/IFQs ...

BOX score

Northwest FCS Customers Jake, Paul and Ben Clampitt

We're a trusted financial cooperative. As a
customer-owner, you have a voice and vote
in how we do business. Plus, when we do
well we share profits with you in the form of

patronage. No bank does this.

Visit northwestfcs.com/fisheries
or call 206.691.2000

Vessels
Quotas

Operating lines of credit
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> FARM CREDIT SERVICES

This institution is an equal opportunity provider and employer.

Alaska Entry Permit Prices

(as of 6-T-T5)
State
Species Fishery Asking Price* Offer* Value*
SALMON
S SE DRIFT 95 92 90.7
S PWS DRIFT 220- 210 2335
S COOK INLET DRIFT 72+ 70+ 63.8
S AREA M DRIFT 138- 100- 119.5
S BRISTOL BAY DRIFT 145- 135- 169.9
S SE SEINE 270- 270+ 262.5
S PWS SEINE 180- 175- 198
S COOK INLET SEINE 75 70 86
S KODIAK SEINE 40 38 47.1
S CHIGNIK SEINE 225 200 227.5
S AREA M SEINE 55 50 65.9
S YAKUTAT SET 16 12 18.6
S COOK INLET SET 16 13 14.9
S AREA M SET NET 55+ 50+ 55.6
S BRISTOL SET NET 40 40 41.3
S LOWER YUKON 9.5 9 9.9
S POWERTROLL 41 40- 38.8
SHAND TROLL 12- 11 11
HERRING
H SE GILLNET 12 10 134
H KODIAK GILLNET 5 5 5
H SITKA SEINE 300 225 309.6
H PWS SEINE 25 20 309
H COOK INLET SEINE 15 12 16.8
H KODIAK SEINE 26- 20 30.3
H SE POUND SOUTH 35- 30 356
H SE POUND NORTH 38 25 43.1
H PWS POUND 6 5 3.5
SHELLFISH
S SE DUNGY 75 POT 18 17 14.1
S SE DUNGY 150 POT 34+ 32+ 275
S SE DUNGY 225 POT 50 47- 39
S SE DUNGY 300 POT 65 60 43.8
S SE POT SHRIMP 22 20 228
S KODIAK TANNER <60 24 22 29.7
S PUGET SOUND DUNGY 140 140 N/A
S WASHINGTON DUNGY 1,500-3,500/FT | 1,500-3,000/FT | N/A
S OREGON DUNGY 1,500-3,500/FT | 1,250-3,000/FT | N/A
S CALIFORNIA DUNGY 200-600/POT 200-600/POT N/A
SE ALASKA|DIVE
SE AK Dive| URCHIN 4 3 24
SE AK Dive| CUCUMBER 25 22 27.8
SE AK Dive| GEODUCK 70- 65- 86.6
Prices in JUNE vary in accordance with market conditions. *In thousands
+ denotes an increase from last month. N/A denotes No Activity.
— denotes a decrease from last month.

By Mike Painter and the Permit Master

Gillnet: Bay permits slipped even further during April, with asking prices dropping as
low as $145k. Buyers are starting to offer in the $130s. Strong demand for leases had of-
fers holding at $23k. SE permits were slow to move and holding in the range of $90k to
$95k. PWS permits dipped to a low of $220k and buyers were offering $210k. Cook Inlet
permit prices were up a bit in the low to mid $70s. Area M permits dropped to a low of
$138k over the last month.

Seine: A few SE permits traded over the last month, mostly in the $260k to $280k range.
PWS permits firmed up a little with low prices around $180k and offers at $175k. Noth-
ing new with Cook Inlet permits. Kodiak permits are holding at $40k. No recent activity
in Area M permits.

Troll: SE Power Troll permits still trading right around $40k. Hand Troll permits were
available at $12k. Washington troll permits were selling as quick as they come on the
market at around $30k. Unlimited Oregon permits are looking like they are headed up
with only one left at $22k. California permits were still available in the mid to high teens.
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Halibut & Sablefish IFQ Prices

Recent market activity in halibut and sablefish quota shares

Regulatory| Vessel Poundage (glt:cr(lel; v (per‘:ilfm a9 (pe?gﬂ] a9
Species Area |Category¥|(thousands) unblocked) Low High Low High
H 2C D 1-10 B 44.00-48.00 44.00-48.00
H 2C C/B 1-3 B 46.00-48.00 46.00-48.00
H 2C C/B 4-10 B 48.00-50.00 48.00-50.00
H 2C C/B ANY u 52.00 50.00
H 2C A B/U 50.00 48.00
H 3A D B/U 40.00-47.00 37.00-42.00
H 3A C/B 1-5 B 43.00-44.00 42.00-44.00
H 3A C/B 5-10 B 44.00-46.00 43.00-45.00
H 3A C/B >10 48.00-50.00 40.00-48.00
H 3A A B/U 50.00 48.00
H 3B D B 20.00-26.00 16.00-22.00
H 3B C/B 1-10 B 24.00-28.00 20.00-25.00
H 3B C/B >10 32.00-35.00 28.00-32.00
H 3B A B/U N/A 24.00
H 4A D B/U 14.00-16.00 12.00-14.00
H 4A C/B 1-10 B 18.00-20.00 16.00-20.00
H 4A C/B >10 B 18.00-20.00 16.00-20.00
H 4A C/B >10 20.00-22.00 18.00-20.00
H 4B/C/D | C/B 1-10 B 9.00-16.00 8.00-12.00
H 4B/C/D | C/B >10 B/U 16.00-20.00 10.00-14.00
S SE C/B 1-10 B 22.00-25.00 21.00-24.00
S SE C/B >10 u 26.00-30.00 25.00-26.00
S SE A B/U 32.00 30.00
S WYy C/B 1-10 B 24.00-28.00 18.00-22.00
S Wy C/B >10 u 28.00-30.00 25.00-27.00
S WYy A B/U 30.00 30.00
S CG C/B 1-10 B 18.00-22.00 16.00-20.00
S CG C/B >10 U 24.00-26.00 21.00-23.00
S CG A B/U 30.00 25.00
S WG C/B 1-10 B 11.00-13.00 8.00-10.00
S WG C/B >10 B 13.00-14.00 10.00-12.00
S WG C/B/A >10 14.00-20.00 12.00-13.50
S Al C/B/A B/U 1.50-6.00 1.00-4.50
S BS C/B B/U 1.50-6.00 2.00-5.50
S BS A B/U 7.00-8.00 6.00
*Vessel Categories: A = freezer boats B =over 60’ C=35-60' D=< 35
NOTE: Halibut prices reflect net weight, sablefish round weight. Pricing for leased shares
is expressed as a percentage of gross proceeds. ** Too few to characterize.

.|
By Mike Painter and the Permit Master

The halibut quota market remains strong. There was a recent sale of a 2C block for
around $50. Unblocked 3A is going at $48-$50 and blocks are into the mid $40s.
Offers for unblocked 3B jumped to over $30/Ib in the last month. 4A is selling at
around $20. 4BCD are still slow to catch up to the rest of the world.

SE quota is getting hard to find and prices there are in the mid $20s for blocks,
upper $20s for unblocked. Nothing new in WY, with very limited listings. Prices
have increased CG as the least expensive quota has sold, with unblocked now
$24-$26. A little recent activity in WG had a block moving at less than $10 and
unblocked at $13.50. Not so much interest further west yet.

PACIFIC FISHING : classifieds
rrrrrrrrrrrrrrr Boats/Permits/IFQs
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quota & permits

Call Olivia & Marcie today!
www.alaskabroker.com . 1-888-347-4437

alask

COMMITTED TO WORKING HARD FOR FISHERMEN

www.CRBOATS-PERMITS.com
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FFe make buying, selling & trading

boats; permits & guota easy!
Contact; Margaret at (877) 939-2289
[907) 424-5335 | info@crboats-permits.com

Fishing Gear Specialists (Net Menders)

SUPERVISORY BAND 3: $62,486 - $103,300 per annum
(Depending On Experience)
NON-SUPERVISORY BAND 3: $62,486 - $97,370 per annum
(Depending On Experience)
NON-SUPERVISORY BAND 2: $42,222 - $73,933 per annum
(Depending On Experience)
Advance Announcement - The National Marine Fisheries Service Alaska Fisheries Sci-
ence Center located in Seattle, Washington is preparing to announce recruitment
actions for three (3) Equipment Specialists (Marine): one supervisory ZA-1670-03,
one non-supervisory ZA-1670-03 and one ZA-1670-02. The supervisory position leads
the Research Fishing Gear Program, while the other positions are members of that pro-
gram. The Program is responsible for the design, fabrication, and maintenance of fishing,
scientific sampling, conservation and fish sampling systems. Members of the Pro-
gram are responsible for the fabrication and maintenance of trawls and other types of
fishing gear; inspections and measurements on fishing systems and sampling gear to
ensure compliance with established standards; conducting physical inventories of materi-
als and gear; and participating in resource survey efforts (up to 30 days per year at sea
on government-owned or chartered vessels). Past experience as a commercial fisherman
working on bottom and mid-water trawls or experience working in a net loft is desirable
for all positions. Additional duties for the supervisor include providing gear construction
training to program staff and other end users, advising on research gear design and
performance to science staff and interpreting and appropriately responding to written, ver-
bal, and other communications with internal and external customers. Other features of all
positions include the need for manual dexterity in each hand, the ability to work standing
for 8 hours per day, and the ability to lift up to 60 Ibs and work in an unheated warehouse.
For further details contact Jeff Napp at 206-526-4148 or David King at 206-526-6334.
The job announcement, all application procedures, and other important information will be
posted at the USAJOBS website at: www.usajobs.gov.

NOAA is an Equal Employment Opportunity Employer
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PACIFIC FISHING : classifieds

Attn: Trollers and Distributors

- ON SALE -

The Original
Sound Wave Hoochies
25%

Off list prices

Pictures of catalogue at
www.redden-rope.com

Call toll free:
1-866-233-1422

FOR SALE
Commercial squid light boat with permit. Priced
below market value. $429,000. Call Donny
(949) 279-9369.

FOR SALE
Mel Martin combo. Gillnetter-crabber, twin Volvo
AD41’s, duo-props, all bells and whistles, fast.
$85,000 without spare engine. (360) 391-2832
or (360) 856-2930.

GEAR AND ENGINE FOR SALE
Marine gear is ZF 325a-1 with 272 hrs. 2.4 to
1 reduction, still warranted. $11,000 (CAD).
Engine 6v92 Turbo good running condition
$3000 (CAD). Call John (604) 740-7863.

WANTED
California near-shore permit needed. Right away!
Buyer has cash. Please call Don. (949) 279-9369.

FOR SALE
Lightboat for sale with permit boat is also a
solid fiberglass Coast Guard certified charter
boat priced to sell quickly $675,000 dollars call
Don (949) 279-9369.

FOR SALE
Have multiple squid light permits priced to sell
quickly. $199,000 dollars or make offer. Call
Donny (949) 279-9369.

FOR SALE
54 ton California market squid purse permit.
Never been upgraded. Priced to sell quickly. $1.3
million. Call Don (949) 279-9369.

F/V WESTERN FREEDOM
We want to harvest your sablefish IFQ. Family
owned, experienced captain and crew. MARCO
AutoBaiter, lots of media, sauna, good food.
Guaranteed quality harvest experience. Contact
Garrett Elwood. Cell: (425) 345-8301. Home:
(425) 259-2731.

FOR LEASE
Alaska Power Troll permit for lease. Call David
(425) 737-5577.

FOR SALE

Pair of 322 Hamiltons, three years old, used
in Bristol Bay, available after this fishing
season in Seattle, Jets will be inspected and
repaired as needed by Hamilton Marine in
Woodinville, four impellers rated at 32KW,
asking 65 thousand, email robert_tierna@
hotmail.com or call 907-439-2868 from
June through July.

WWOOFISH.COM
TONS OF FISHING JOB SEEKER ADS
Ads are FREE for captains and crewmen

FOR SALE
47’ steel power troller/sailing vessel Anna. 130hp
Isuzu diesel. In 2005: rewired, new SS rigging, new
hydraulic system, new aluminum house, new sails,
hold glassed and insulated. Drop-in slush tank.
Surveyed November 2013 at $135,000. Turn key
cherry troller. Sitka. $125,000. Contact: Bill Lewis
(907) 738-1054. williamcampbelllewis@gmail.com

FOR SALE

California Market Squid Boat. Boat holds 75
ton of RSW squid. Priced to sell quickly. Comes
with market and captain. Great producer every
year. Price is 3.1 million including net and skiff.
Recent survey and recently painted. New ma-
chinery and hydraulics in last few years. Call
Don (949) 279-9369.

PERMIT FOR LEASE
Puget Sound Seine permit. Call for pricing. Also,
fall gill net, 6-1/8" x 220 deep x 400 fathoms:
$3200. (360) 224-6411.

e VLY
U

FOR SALE - ALASKA LEGACY
1990 - 50 Little Hoquiam seiner, currently located
in Cordova, Ak. Twin Lugger 460 engines, approx
11Kk hrs. 35kw Isuzu gen. 60k cap. in main hold/
Sunday hold. Complete list of amenities and copy
of survey at www.alaskalegacy.org. $750,000
obo. (907) 748-5578 or (907) 748-5579.

FOR SALE - F/V PACIFIC SON
1993 37" fiberglass Troller. 6 cylinder John Deere
engine with Twin Disc reduction gear. Two radars,
4 gps plotters, two depth sounders and Comnav
auto pilot. Hydraulic anchor puller and 4 spool
simplex gurdiies. Current safety equipment.
$140,000 including OR troll permit. Mike Becker
(541) 574-6985, or Mark Newell (541) 270-4715.

PACIFIGFISHING

SUBSCRIBE TODAY!

Go to www.pacificfishing.com
and click on the “subscribe” tab.

m Or call 206.324.5644, ext.22]
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Sardine fishery shutdown continued from page 6

emphasized the effects of non-productive environmental
conditions.

“The biomass is going to be reduced after four years of really
bad recruitment, with or without fishing,” she said.

West Coast water temperatures have warmed in the last two
years, and fishermen believe a population rebound is emerging
but hasn’t been factored into the abundance forecast.

“It’s still early in the spawning season, and we're seeing
quite a lot of recruitment now,” said Pleschner-Steele. “We're
seeing small fish, and we’re seeing eggs in the water.”

Controlled fishing: The July 1 to June 30 sardine season -
and its total catch allotment - is divided into three periods.

When the combined landings from California, Oregon, and
Washington meet per-period limits, fishing is closed until the
next period begins. The volume of landings in each state can
vary with sardine migration patterns, and a recent trend has
seen Oregon and Washington catching much of the total.

While periodic fishery closures have been common,
this is the first time an entire sardine season has been
shut down since federal management of the fishery
began in 1998. But in a decision that has drawn criticism
from environmental groups, the PFMC has set a 7,000-
ton allowance for incidental, tribal, and research catches
of sardine.

“The council took a moderate approach,” said Kerry
Griffin, the PFMC’s staff officer for coastal pelagic species.
Allowing some bycatch prevents the shutdown of other key
fisheries such as mackerel and anchovy, he said.

But with sardines out of the mix, fluctuations in other
fisheries could compound economic impacts.

“This will be a really tough year for us,” Pleschner-Steele
said. “An EI Nifio could affect squid, and if mackerel don’t
show up, our guys will be tied to the docks.” &

Alaska Legislature continued from page 7

Votes for and against Ruffner crossed party lines, creating
unfamiliar alliances among some Democrats and Republicans.

Ruffner is the longtime executive director of the Kenai
Watershed Forum, which is concerned with protecting salmon
habitat along the Kenai River.

Critics said Ruffner favored commercial fishing interests and
represented a prospective imbalance on the board.

Finding replacements for Rupright and Ruffner was hardly
an immediate priority for Walker, who two weeks after the
board confirmation hearings was still battling the Legislature
over Medicaid and the state budget. &

Steve Quinn is a journalist based in Juneau.

Salmon preview continued from page 10

CALIFORNIA, SOUTHERN OREGON

Lack of water is dominating California’s environmental
consciousness, but this year’s salmon runs consist of fish
that reached the ocean when a multiyear drought was in an
early stage.

Improved fall runs of Chinook salmon are expected for
California’s Sacramento and Klamath rivers, with the

state’s central coast areas getting plenty of extra fishing time
this season.

The commercial ocean salmon fishing season started early
from Horse Mountain (a few miles north of Shelter Cove) to
Point Arena (Fort Bragg). Unlike last year, the month of May
was opened to fishing, with a 27-inch minimum size limit being
the only restriction.

Similarly improved fishing conditions have been set for the
region from Point Arena to San Francisco Bay.

South of the San Francisco area, fishing time has been
reduced from last year to control impacts on winter run Sacra-
mento River Chinook.

From San Francisco to Point Sur, fishing opened May 1 for
the entire month. The rest of the season is from June 7 to 30, July
8 to 31, and Aug. 1 to 15.

The season in the southernmost region, from Point Sur to the
Mexico border, also included the month of May, then June 7 to
30 and July 8 to 31.

Fishing in the state’s northern region, from the Oregon bor-
der to Humboldt South Jetty - the California Klamath Manage-
ment Zone - is restricted to the month of September as it was
last year, with a smaller quota of 3,000 fish.

But Eureka-based fishermen don’t have to travel too far to
access the expanded fishing time in the Shelter Cove area.

The season for Southern Oregon’s Klamath Management
Zone - from Humbug Mountain to the Oregon-California bor-
der - started April 1 and runs through the end of August. There
are quotas for June, July, and August, but they're less restrictive
than last year’s, allowing a total of 800 more fish to be caught. &

OCEAN TRAPS
INTERNATIONAL

PLASTIC TRAPS
IMPROVED DESIGN

* Dungeness Crab * Tanner Crab
® Spot Prawn Shrimp # Lobster
* Stone Crab * Blue Crab

PO Box 1497
Sunset Beach, CA 90742
Ph. (714) 903-0433

OceanTraps.com
OceanTrapsit@aol.com
Fx. (714) 899-2794
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Salmon quality continued from page 18

higher R-value of Nida-Core or spray foam makes them more
effective options.

Refrigerated seawater systems

RSW systems chill fish through a mechanical process
that pulls heat from the catch within the fish holds into an
evaporator that then discharges that heat overboard through
a condenser. Most RSW units require between 5 and 15
horsepower, and this energy is supplied to the unit either
hydraulically, electrically, or through an auxiliary diesel engine.

RSW systems are regarded by most fishermen as the ultimate
fish quality upgrade because they provide consistent results,
create independence from an ice supply, and require little
additional effort to operate. RSW system maintenance costs
are also generally low if cared for properly, with the largest
annual expense generally the preseason “startup,” should you
decide to pay a technician to perform this service for you.

The benefits of installing an RSW system are obvious, but
there is one barrier that prevents many fishermen from going
this route. It’s expensive. A 7.5-ton hydraulically driven unit
from IMS or Pacific West Refrigeration will run $20,000 or
more, and that doesn’t include installation costs. Add a new
4-cube hydraulic pump, related plumbing, plus insulation, and
the total could fall in the $40,000 to $70,000 range, depending
on your boat. These numbers can be daunting, but for most
fishermen an investment in RSW will provide a solid return
over the long run.

A more manageable approach to installing RSW is invest-
ing in the necessary upgrades over a period of a few years:
insulating and plumbing your holds first (say, $14,000); upgrad-
ing your hydraulics the next year (about $12,000); and the
following year going for the unit itself (say, $25,000). Taking
smaller bites out of the project helps maintain your fishing
income and reduces the potential of losing early season fishing
time by overcommitting to a large project.

Another option for budget-conscious fishermen is the
self-installed, belt-driven RSW unit offered by Sea Cool Refrig-
eration. These units draw around 5 horsepower, do not require
any hydraulic system upgrades, and cost less than $6,000.
They might not have the chilling performance of other RSW
systems, but their low cost and compact size make them a good
choice for fishermen with smaller boats who are willing to
supplement the system with ice on heavier fishing days. When
considering any RSW investment, it is a good idea to talk to
fellow fishermen who have had firsthand experience with the
unit to obtain a better understanding of its installation costs
and performance.

Pros

* Good return on investment - For most fishing operations,
RSW will provide a good return on the initial investment
long term.

¢ Consistent chilling results - If operated properly, an RSW
system will generally have no problem getting your fish down
to temp, opening after opening.

* Independence - RSW allows you the freedom of not having
to worry about getting ice before each opening, granting your
operation more flexibility.

e Little effort required - RSW systems are easy to operate
and require very little effort to operate on behalf of the captain
or Crew.

* No ice purchases - Not only does an RSW system save you
the hassle of having to track down ice, it also eliminates that
pesky ice bill.

Cons

* Expensive - The primary drawback to an RSW system is
the cost of the unit and related systems. Working up to RSW
by investing in smaller upgrades over the course of a few years
can make this more manageable.

* Increases fuel bill - RSW units require between 8 and 20
horsepower to operate, and this extra work burns up to a gallon
an hour more fuel, depending on the drive configuration. With
high fuel prices this adds up fast. &

Around the Yards continued from page 21

Tacoma: Vigor Industrial’s Tacoma shipyard has delivered
three 60-foot breasting barges to Foss Maritime. The barge
system will be used to moor Shell’s drill rigs at Terminal 5 in
Seattle, where the company is scheduled to ready its fleet for
Arctic drilling this summer.

The project was completed in less than two months and
created 60 jobs for the Tacoma yard and its subcontractors.

“We are so pleased that our Tacoma shipyard is now
building new vessels,” said Vigor’s Bryan Nichols. “Over the
years, Tacoma teams have earned a stellar reputation for quality
commercial ship repair and major refits. Adding new builds to
its résumé increases our capacity in the region.”

Vigor reports that in the last few years, the yard has complet-
ed a number of major refits, including mid-body extensions for
two Coastal Transportation vessels.

Vigor teams added 164 tons of steel to the freight carrier
Coastal Progress, increasing its length by 46 feet. Similar work
was later done on its sister ship, the Coastal Nomad.

The Tacoma yard also handled a major refit of the Trident
Seafoods fishing vessel Pacific Ram. Sponsoning added 5 feet
to each side of the vessel, and a new bulbous bow was installed
for added efficiency. The fish hold capacity was increased by 35
percent, and its seakeeping and stability improved.

“Tacoma offers the responsiveness of a smaller yard with the
resources of the broader Vigor family,” Nichols said. &

Dutch Harbor report continued from page 27

feet long. The rusty, pointy metal stakes look like big cork-
screws, with the longest weighing 7.5 pounds.

Beaver Inlet is an undeveloped and roadless part of Unalaska
Island, accessible by hiking trails from town. Commercial
fishing activity in the area includes Icicle’s floating seafood
processor, the Northern Victor.

The 2,811 stakes were stacked in piles and then loaded onto
Trevor Shaishnikoff’s fishing boat, the Kalekata, for delivery to
a metal recycler, Good said.

Hundreds more stakes remain on the island, she said,
advising people to watch out while hiking and walking dogs.

Rommel stakes also were screwed into the tundra on other
Aleutian Islands, including Amchitka and Adak during WWIL.

Jim Paulin is a longtime Unalaska/Dutch Harbor journalist.
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40 and proud.

Time has sailed by since Totem Ocean’s maiden voyage to Alaska in 1975. As
we celebrate 40 years of service to the Last Frontier, we’re more committed than

ever to being Alaska’s premier ocean carrier for generations to come.

2 Later this year, Totem Ocean will begin converting the first
of two Orca Class vessels to run on liguefied natural gas.

10 (wa SERVING ALASKA T. 800.426.0074 | www.totemocean.com
Totem Ocean Trailer Express

ﬁ ATOTE MARITIME COMPANY
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CLASSIFICATION:
MANAGING RISK EFFECTIVELY

All new US fishing vessels over 50 feet in length need classification. Covering new fishing
vessels between 50 and 148 feet, DNV GL's new rules give the US fishing industry

a practical, cost effective and tailor made framework to improve safety and meet these
requirements.

We have studied the main risks for fishing vessels and addressed them in our rules:

B lack of watertight subdivision and integrity B structural strength
B shifting loads B equipment failure
B  heavy nets B fires
B flooding B icing

We know that time is money for a fishing vessel, so a clear priority has been to make sure the
classification process is as effective and unobtrusive as possible.

The classification rules have been developed in the US with input from the fishing industry.

Download the rules, find out more, and tell us what you think!
http://www.dnvusa.com/USfishingvessel

dnvgl.com

SAFER, SMARTER, GREENER DNV-GL



