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We’ve seen a number of revolutionary changes in fisheries management off 
Alaska. A couple that spring to mind are limited entry for salmon and indi-
vidual fishing quotas for halibut and sablefish.

Another change might not be so prominent in many minds but nonetheless 
was monumental: the American Fisheries Act of 1998. This law overhauled one 
of the world’s largest and most valuable fisheries – Bering Sea pollock.

The North Pacific Fishery Management Council is in the process of reviewing 
the pollock fishery under the AFA. The panel received a 170-page draft report at 
its recent meeting in Seattle.

Before the AFA, we had a bad situation in the pollock fishery – a bruising 
race for fish that was rough on vessel owners as well as on the pollock stock. 
For many years, a battle raged between two rival harvest sectors – inshore and 
offshore.

Congress, with the AFA, settled the fight, dividing the fishery among not two 
but three sectors – the factory trawl fleet, the catcher boat fleet and the shoreside 
processing plants they feed, and a trio of motherships with its own string of 
feeder boats.

How has the AFA worked?
In terms of making peace, very well. Pollock players these days rarely show 

up at council meetings fighting with one another.
The report highlights other key effects:
• The AFA didn’t create catch shares directly but allowed the sectors to form 

vessel cooperatives, within which annual quotas are divided. Thus, the race for 
fish ended.

• Because the industry can now take its time, it’s able to do a better job of 
targeting the best pollock, more fully utilizing each fish, and making the prod-
ucts – whether fillets or surimi – that markets most want. Further, the industry 
is making secondary goods it didn’t have much time for previously – meal, fish 
oil, and so forth. In a word, we now see less physical and economic waste in the 
pollock fishery.

• Some consolidation has occurred in the pollock fishery as owners pursue 
greater efficiencies. But the AFA prevents radical consolidation, setting out 
excessive harvesting and processing limits. For example, no individual or com-
pany can take more than 17.5 percent of the pollock available for harvest.

• Alaska community development quota companies, with their rising own-
ership stakes in factory trawlers and catcher boats, now stand with the likes of 
Maruha Nichiro, Trident, and Nissui as powers in the pollock fishery.

• The AFA ushered in a “new spirit of collaboration” among pollock players, 
who have worked to brand their product and differentiate it from the competi-
tion on Russia’s side of the Bering Sea.

Alaska pollock is a hugely valuable business. Processors annually see whole-
sale product value well above $1 billion, the report shows.

Is the fishery perfect? No. Some will never agree with laws that essentially 
award perpetual ownership of public resources to private companies. Some are 
uncomfortable with tying fish deliveries to particular processors. And pollock 
trawlers still face the politically charged problem of salmon bycatch.

On balance, however, the AFA seems to have performed well.
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KEEPING UP

It’s FREE! It’s DAILY!*
It’s the best commercial fishing news digest 
available in the North Pacific. Here’s some of 
what you missed by not reading Fish Wrap.

FishWrap

*You can subscribe to Fish Wrap by sending an email to circulation@nwpublishingcenter.com. Write your first 
name, your last name, and the words “Fish Wrap.” Do it now, before you go another month without Fish Wrap.

Price dispute: West Coast Dungeness crab  
fishermen go on strike. – sfgate.com

Wasting no time: Alaska Congressman  
Don Young is sworn in for his 23rd term,  
and immediately files 38 bills.  
– donyoung.house.gov

Boosting the run: Alaska officials have 
approved a new hatchery chum salmon 
release site near Petersburg. – kfsk.org

Halibut feedback: The IPHC has posted  
public proposals for 2017 catch limits.  
– deckboss.blogspot.com

It’s over: Dungeness crabbers reach a price 
settlement to end a West Coast fishing strike 
that lasted more than a week. – sfgate.com

Nothing detected: Alaska seafood again  
tests clean for Fukushima-related radiation.  
– dec.alaska.gov

Preparing for a new administration:  
President-elect Donald Trump’s pick to head  
the Commerce Department, Wilbur Ross, 
talks fisheries with Alaska Sen. Dan Sullivan.  
– alaskapublic.org

New leadership for trawl giant: Seattle-
based American Seafoods Group announces 
a new chief executive officer, with current 
CEO Bernt Bodal to continue as chairman.  
– businesswire.com

Getting the gavel: Alaska Sen. Dan Sullivan  
has been named chairman of the Senate  
Commerce Subcommittee on Oceans,  
Atmosphere, Fisheries, and Coast Guard.  
– deckboss.blogspot.com

Setback for gillnetters: The Washington 
Fish and Wildlife Commission has voted 
to implement sweeping Columbia River 
salmon fishing reforms. – columbian.com

Grim forecast: Ocean acidification could  
hammer the West Coast Dungeness crab 
fishery, researchers say. – washington.edu

Federal disaster declaration: Commerce  
Secretary Penny Pritzker today determined 
there are commercial fishery failures for 
nine salmon and crab fisheries in Alaska,  
California, and Washington. – noaa.gov

Hedging your bets: Diversification is key 
to resilient fishing communities, Alaska-
based research shows. – washington.edu

Juneau watch: Alaska legislators are  
back in session and have filed some bills  
of interest to the fishing industry.  
– deckboss.blogspot.com

Copper River forecast: Alaska biologists 
are predicting a small sockeye harvest this 
year. – deckboss.blogspot.com

Referendum results: Southeast Alaska 
salmon seiners have failed to approve 
another round of permit buybacks.  
– deckboss.blogspot.com

Industry’s choice: An Alaskan, Chris Oliver,  
is drawing broad support for the job of 
NMFS chief in the Trump administration.  
– deckboss.blogspot.com

Fish politics: An Oregon legislator is  
promising a “dog fight” against gillnets 
on the Columbia River. – oregonlive.com

Call for candidates: The Bristol Bay 
Regional Seafood Development Association 
is seeking nominations for two board seats.  
– bbrsda.com

Halibut boost: The International Pacific  
Halibut Commission is recommending a 5  
percent increase in the coastwide catch 
limit. – kfsk.org

Slow going: Catch and participation are 
down this season in the Southeast Alaska 
winter troll fishery. – kfsk.org

Icicle leadership change: Chris Ruettgers 
has resigned as CEO of Seattle-based Icicle 
Seafoods, parent company Cooke says.  
– scribd.com
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resources. But with possible shortages of 
groundwater and surface water due to 
climate change, industry, 
and a growing population, 
Alaska will likely face the 
same problems other states 
have dealt with.”

Download the publica-
tion for free at doi.org/10.4027/awlo.2017.

COMMENTARY

More effort needed to halt pollution  
from B.C. mine
It’s been 60 years since the Tulsequah Chief mine was abandoned 

without cleanup of acid mine drainage (AMD) or reclamation of 
the site.

The toxic AMD has been flowing into and polluting the  
Tulsequah River, the largest tributary to the transboundary 
Taku River. The Taku is the largest salmon-producing river in  
Southeast Alaska. The mine site sits right on the banks of the  
Tulsequah, about 13 river miles upstream of the Alaska-British 
Columbia border and 40 miles northeast of Juneau.

The Taku is vitally important, not only to commercial fishermen 
like me, but to the overall health of Southeast Alaska’s economy. 
The AMD violates the Canadian Fisheries Act, mine permits, an 
agreement with the Taku River Tlingit First Nation, and possibly 
the Boundary Waters Treaty.

To be clear, the AMD has not resulted in the contamination of 
salmon or other seafood harvested from the Taku. However, it is 
polluting salmon habitat and possibly harming salmon production 
in the Taku River watershed and, without question, we definitely 
want to prevent any possible future contamination.

Two mining companies have gone bankrupt trying to rede-
velop this mine since 2009, most recently Chieftain Metals this  
past September.

Recent statements by B.C. Minister of Energy and Mines Bill 
Bennett indicated the province now apparently recognizes it will 
likely need to assume responsibility for mine cleanup and closure. 
This apparent commitment from Minister Bennett seems to present 
the first real opportunity to ensure that the mine site is cleaned up 
properly and to end the threat AMD poses to water quality, salm-
on, and the fishermen who depend on the Taku.

However, cleanup is by no means assured because, despite  
Minister Bennett’s statements, up until now B.C. has tied the  
cleanup to opening a new mine onsite so that a mining com-
pany would take on responsibility for the cleanup. This option is  
neither economically viable nor socially acceptable because trying 
to reopen this mine again is a recipe for a third bankruptcy and  
further cleanup delays. Also, reopening the mine would cause 
additional ground disturbance that would likely produce  
more AMD.

While the headlines suggest cleanup will happen, a lot more 
pressure is needed to bring that about. B.C. has not specifically 
committed to cleanup, and Minister Bennett has downplayed the 
effects of the AMD by alleging, without scientific justification, that 
the AMD poses no environmental harm.

The Tulsequah Chief is viewed as a symbol by many in the  
commercial fishing industry of how mining is done in B.C. The fact 

by MARK HOFSTAD

that it has taken 60 years to get B.C. to 
focus on the Tulsequah Chief greatly 
concerns me on how AMD will be dealt 
with at other, much larger B.C. mines 
that are operating or are under devel-
opment in the transboundary region 
upstream of Southeast Alaska. This gives me little confidence 
that B.C’s mining plans will be carried out in a way that does not  
threaten our downstream interests.

Mine-related pollution on any of the transboundary rivers could 
negatively impact commercial fisheries throughout the North 
Pacific. The immediate effects of pollution would be on local  
salmon fisheries and fishermen. Gillnet fisheries targeting impact-
ed stocks and mixed stock purse seine fisheries that also harvest 
those impacted stocks would likely be closed and force those  
affected fishermen to migrate to other open districts. This move-
ment would in turn increase effort, reduce fishing time, and 
decrease catch and income for all fishermen and processors.

A pollution event also could harm halibut and crab populations 
in estuaries and result in the same sort of effort displacement as 
in the salmon fisheries. Contamination could taint the image of 
Alaska seafood and negatively impact seafood marketing efforts. 
In addition, the listing of any impacted salmon stocks under 
the Endangered Species Act could trigger more restrictive take  
provisions in both federal and state-managed fisheries all along 
the Gulf of Alaska and reduce the catch and economic value of the 
affected fisheries.

Efforts by the state of Alaska have resulted in improved com-
munications with B.C. and attention to Tulsequah Chief. But Alaska 
has not yet made a clear, explicit demand that B.C. clean up the 
mine site. I am also concerned that Alaska agencies seem more 
intent on downplaying the potential risks from this mine than in 
halting the illegal AMD and protecting Alaska resources and jobs.

The state of Alaska must use all available tools, including  
working with our congressional delegation and federal  
government, to ensure a prompt and complete cleanup of the 
Tulsequah Chief. Alaska should make it clear to B.C. and Canada 
that cleanup is a necessary step in improving our confidence in 
B.C.’s mining practices and ensuring B.C. mines do not harm our 
downstream interests. If Alaska’s political leaders don’t do this 
here and now, when and where will they step up to protect our 
downstream fisheries from upstream pollution?  

Mark Hofstad, of Petersburg, Alaska, is a commercial fisherman and  
owner of the F/V Norsemen.

New publication on Alaska water law available
Alaska Sea Grant is offering a new  

publication called “Alaska Water Law: An 
Overview,” by Izetta Chambers.

The 18-page publication covers the  
history and status of Alaska water laws.

“While the state of Alaska governs 
water within its borders and within 3 
miles of the shoreline, the federal govern-
ment has jurisdiction over water rights 

on federal lands, which make up over 60  
percent of the land in Alaska,” a description 
says. “Past and current controversies over 
who has rights to Alaska’s waters involve 
public lands, subsistence, commercial  
fishing, mining, and the Clean Water Act, 
among others. Water law lessons learned 
in other states have not been applied yet 
in Alaska, due to an abundance of water 
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NEWS NET

California herring slump continues
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Low biomass has again affected California’s herring fishery, with 
gillnetters barely putting a dent in another low quota.

This year’s 750-ton quota is the same as last year’s, but landings 
were falling far shorter. As of mid-February, landings amounted to 
a meager 37 tons.

Last year’s landings totaled 493 tons.
The current season began on Jan. 1 and ends on March 15.  

January typically accounts for the bulk of landings.
“The fleet’s been out there searching and actively fishing.  

There just has not been a large biomass,” said Ryan Bartling, an 
environmental scientist with the California Department of Fish and 
Wildlife (CDFW).

Several spawns appeared in the San Fran-
cisco Bay area, where the herring fishery is 
focused, he said, but their size was limited. 
Others were seen in Richardson Bay, which 
is closed to fishing.

Participation has peaked at about a dozen 
vessels, and the disappointing catch reflects 
a third straight season of low returns.

Possible factors: “It likely has to do with 
two years of persistently high sea surface 
temperatures, which affects the base level of 
the food chain and in turn affects herring,” 
Bartling said.

Another factor is this year’s influx of high 
amounts of fresh water from strong and 
repeated rainfall events.

“The rain is probably pushing herring 
schools around – the schools are not coalesc-
ing,” Bartling said. “But at this point, it’s 
probably too early to put all the pieces 
together.”

A new biomass estimate is expected when 
the season ends, after this year’s spawns 
have played out. Although spawning  
biomass and landings were low when  
Bartling was interviewed, he said CDFW 
biologists were “still waiting to see what 
will happen.”

But given the amount of time left in 
the season, he added, “The outlook is  
not good.”

The herring fishery has been in a state of 
flux over the last decade. Environmental 
conditions were believed to have caused the 
spawning biomass to crash in 2009, with a 
population of only 5,000 fish.

Last year’s biomass estimate was about 
15,000 tons. The state conservatively sets 
its harvest caps at 5 percent of the fishery’s 
spawning population.

Management overhaul coming: But a 
change in approach is afoot as the CDFW 
advances a fishery management plan (FMP) 
for herring.

Management now includes vessel permits 

and the catch quota. An FMP can include new elements like a  
harvest control rule,  which would define triggers for  
management changes.

Quota-setting would be more predictable with an FMP, as  
various factors that shape harvest limits would be explicitly 
defined and outlined in a “decision matrix.”

A Pacific Herring Steering Committee is advising the process 
and consists of representatives of the CDFW, the fishing industry, 
and conservation groups.

A draft FMP is expected to be released by late summer, with 
implementation slated for the 2018-19 season.  

– Daniel Mintz
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NEWS NET

The International Pacific Halibut Commission (IPHC) has set 
catch limits for this year totaling 31.4 million pounds coastwide, a 5 
percent increase over the 2016 limits.

This is the third consecutive year for increased limits, following a 
10-year run of declines seen from 2005 through 2014.

The halibut commission set the 2017 limits in January at its  
annual meeting in Victoria, British Columbia. The commission  
recommends catch limits to the U.S. and Canadian governments.

The commission approved a season of March 11 to Nov. 7 for the 
U.S. and Canadian quota fisheries. The season will open at noon 
local time.

“The Saturday opening date was chosen to facilitate marketing,” 
the commission said in a news release.

Last season opened eight days later, on March 19.
Limits by area: Every IPHC regulatory area has the same or 

higher catch limits this year.
In Area 2A (California, Oregon, and Washington), allocations 

total 1.33 million pounds, up from 1.14 million in 2016.
In Area 2B (British Columbia), allocations total 7.45 million 

pounds, up from 7.3 million.
In Area 2C (Southeast Alaska), allocations total 5.25 million 

pounds, up from 4.95 million.
In Area 3A (Central Gulf of Alaska), allocations total 10 million 

pounds, up from 9.6 million.
In Area 3B (Western Gulf of Alaska), the catch limit is 3.14  

million pounds, up from 2.71 million.

Halibut catch limits tick up for third consecutive year

PB1545 (48L x 43W x 36H)

PB2145 (48L x 43W x 47H)

PB660 (49L x 41W x 31H)

PB1000 (58L x 46W x 35H)

PB1801 (43L x 24W x 26H) PB1802 (43L x 24W x 29H)
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Allow our experienced service reps to help you make 
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USA Pacific Contact: Kirk Pinto 402-465-1276 
email: kpinton@bonarplastics.com 

CANADA Pacific Contact:  Lee Poirier  604-506-5719 
email:  lpoirier@bonarplastics.com

See us at Boston Seafood Show 
Booth # 1575

www.bonarplastics.com

In Alaska areas farther west, limits are either the same as last 
year or up slightly.

In other action: The halibut commission “agreed that the current 
IPHC harvest policy is outdated and that there is a need to remove 
the current ‘blue line’ reference in the harvest decision table, which 
reflects this outdated harvest policy,” the Feb. 17 news release said.

The release further said: “The commission approved the next 
in a series of expansions to its annual fishery-independent setline  
survey. The purpose of the expansion series is to provide more 
accurate and precise estimates among regulatory areas and to 
encompass all depths over which the stock is distributed. In  
2017, the commission’s survey in Area 2A and Area 4B will  
be expanded.”

The next IPHC annual meeting will be in January 2018 in  
Portland, Oregon.  

– Wesley Loy
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The crab boat Destination went missing early on Feb. 11 just northwest of St. George Island in the Bering Sea. An extensive three-day search failed to turn up 
the boat or its six-member crew. U.S. Coast Guard aircraft located a debris field in the general area of an emergency position-indicating radio beacon alert 
from the Destination. The debris included the transmitting EPIRB, a life ring from the vessel, buoys, tarps, and an oil sheen. Names of the missing crewmen 
were not officially available at press time. Public records indicate David R. Wilson as an owner in the Destination. The boat, listed at 110 feet long, was built in 
1981, according to the Alaska Commercial Fisheries Entry Commission database. Jeff Pond took this photo last year in Seattle’s Ballard neighborhood.
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SCIENCE

Coping with climate change
Fishermen can employ diversification and other strategies  

to adapt to new conditions

Climate change hasn’t had much direct impact on Alaska fisheries so far. But the effects could become much more dramatic.

Editor’s note: This is the second of a two-part series.

As summarized in the December issue, climate change is 
starting to alter the North Pacific and Bering Sea and the 
fisheries they support.

Already, we are seeing more frequent and intense storms, 
diminished Arctic sea ice, increases in invasive species and explo-
sive populations of certain undesirable indigenous species, more  
frequent and extensive harmful algal blooms and outbreaks of 
marine pathogens, increased ocean “acidification,” and changes to 
the very structure of the ocean food web.

So far, direct fisheries impacts of long-term climate change 
in Alaska’s waters are few and relatively mild. By mid-century,  

by TERRY JOHNSON

however, these effects are likely to be much more dramatic.
Some important fisheries resources, including pollock and sev-

eral kinds of crab, are expected to decline. Others, including flatfish 
and pink and chum salmon, may increase and may expand their 
ranges. Other species not now commercially important may move 
into Alaska waters or may become abundant. Some biologists 
predict that a warming climate eventually will increase northern 
waters productivity by 20 percent to as much as 70 percent.

Some fishermen and fishing communities are starting to ask: 
How can we adapt to the changes that are coming?

So far, research has produced few practical answers.
Adaptation can be proactive or reactive. That is, it can be planned 

and initiated in advance of the anticipated changes, or it can start 
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One strategy for dealing with climate change is to diversify fisheries, perhaps shifting to under-
utilized species.

after and in response to those changes. Mea-
sures can be imposed “top-down” by gov-
ernment or fishery management authorities 
or can be “autonomous” and implemented 
“bottom-up” by industry and communities. 
Fishermen always have adapted to change – 
in resource abundance, weather, markets, 
technology – but adaptation has tended to  
be reactive.

Under current laws, government can 
do little to promote industry adapta-
tion, beyond regulating fishing effort and  
harvests. For now it is up to industry  
stakeholders to design their own adaptive 
strategies. With advance warning of likely 
future climate-induced changes, fisher-
men can begin adapting before the biggest  
effects occur.

Conventional adaptation planning 
emphasizes five strategies.

Strategy 1: Diversify fisheries and 
increase operational flexibility through steps 
such as buying a bigger boat with greater 
range and with diversified gear-handling 
capabilities. This can allow travel to more 
distant grounds, fishing in tougher weather, 
exploiting multiple species and, when con-
centrations of fish are located, returning with 
a bigger haul. In Alaska, this also requires 
purchase of additional permits, licenses, 
and/or catch quotas, since current fisheries 
management limits diversification and range 
extension through access limitation.

Other adaptations for increasing  
flexibility:

• Relocating temporarily or permanently 
to more productive fishing grounds.

• Shifting to underutilized species. As 
an example, increased abundance of flat-
fish, including arrowtooth flounder, could  
provide opportunities to replace incomes 
lost when current target species become less 
abundant.

• Adopting new technologies that may 
assist in catching hard-to-find fish or provide 
access to previously inaccessible stocks.

A corollary to fisheries diversification is 
personal income diversification. Many fish-
ermen already hold off-season jobs or side 
businesses. Investing in non-fishing busi-
nesses or real estate, and encouraging wage 
employment by spouses, also are hedges 
against uncertainty in the fishery.

Some fishermen diversify incomes by 
shifting into closely related occupations, 
either permanently or seasonally. Aquacul-
ture and marine recreation/tourism busi-
nesses are common choices. Running a 
shellfish or kelp farming operation, piloting 

Continued on Page 12
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lead time allows thorough consid-
eration of such options.

Strategy 5: Reduce uncer-
tainty by systematically gather-
ing and analyzing, as soon as it 
becomes available, all information 
about climate change, effects on 
the ocean, and responses by fish  
and shellfish.

Subscribe to one or more author-
itative climate news sources such 
as NOAA’s newsletter at climate.
gov. Distinguish between long-
term effects and those that result 
from short-term or transitory cli-
mate anomalies. Discuss reports 
and observations with local  
climate experts and with other 
fishermen and processors.

What else can be done? Take 
action to secure the future of the 
fisheries in the face of environ-
mental change. Use industry pow-
er to influence and even direct 
government research, policy, and 
fisheries management. Contact 
legislators, raise public awareness 

through the press and direct action, enlist help from nongovern-
mental organizations, and work through the appropriate fishery 
management boards and councils to get regulation changes that 
increase flexibility or lower operating costs. For example, by 
pressing for changes in licensing and quota plans, it’s possible to 
increase operational flexibility. Support for capacity reduction mea-
sures such as boat and permit buybacks can improve efficiency and 
profitability.

Some other measures: Promote investments in improved infra-
structure such as ports and boat maintenance facilities to reduce 
maintenance costs and increase operating flexibility. Press for 
improved weather forecasting and greater monitoring for invasive 
species and hazardous algal blooms. Support increased funding 
for oceanographic and fisheries research and monitoring. Provide 
input to science organizations on the specific research and monitor-
ing that would help in adapting to environmental change. Demand 
that climate/fisheries considerations be incorporated into climate 
adaptation and food security policies adopted by local, state, and 
federal government agencies.

Two final considerations:
• Ocean climate change is likely to bring opportunities as well 

as threats, so always look for ways to benefit 
from change as well as defend against it.

• Beware of unintended consequences. 
A measure which is adaptive to one kind of 
threat – or is adaptive for one group of stake-
holders – could be counterproductive to 
another.  

Terry Johnson is an Alaska Sea Grant marine 
advisory agent based in Anchorage. His 36-page 
report, “Climate Change and Alaska Fisheries,” is available in print or 
online at tinyurl.com/jkvnsek.

SCIENCE

Reducing expenses and mitigating business and safety risk are wise moves for fishermen facing a  
changing seascape. Wesley Loy photo

a fishing charter or tour boat, or running a research vessel may be 
compatible with a commercial fishing career and could build on 
many of the same skills.

Strategy 2: Get more money for the catch. Improve product 
quality through better onboard handling and storage, including 
refrigeration.

This strategy can mean selling to processors who tap pre-
mium markets or develop innovative product lines. It can mean  
bypassing the traditional distribution network and selling the catch 
directly to the consumer (“direct marketing”).

Strategy 3: Reduce expenses by, for example, adopting technolo-
gies and operating procedures that reduce fuel costs.

Replacing an older diesel engine with a modern unit may be 
one way of saving fuel. Others include replacing old technology 
pumps and motors, using dynamic routing, fishing cooperatively 
to reduce vessel operation, and simply reducing vessel speed.

Capitalize on advances in communication and information tech-
nology to cut operating costs, streamline business management, 
and enhance safety.

Other approaches to lowering total operating costs may include 
scheduling and conducting maintenance and repair to optimize 
equipment reliability and longevity; negotiating insurance and 
financing costs; and developing cooperative purchasing arrange-
ments to lower the costs of fuel, gear, parts, and other supplies.

Strategy 4: Mitigate risk through cooperative fishing and catch 
pooling and cooperative processing and marketing.

Other ways to address risk include using enhanced crew  
contracts to improve performance and reduce liabilities. Also,  
consider improved safety equipment and training and flexible 
financing arrangements.

Developing the fisheries equivalent of the crop insurance that 
supports agriculture could benefit fishermen. Such arrangements 
currently are not common and likely are controversial, but a long 
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Foulweather fashion
Commercial fishermen depend on foulweather gear 
that’s comfortable, durable, and effective. If your rain 
jacket, bibs, or boots offer a stylish look, so much  
the better!

During the recent Pacific Marine Expo in Seattle, our 
field editor, Michel Drouin, discovered several new and 
popular products you might consider for yourself and 
your crew. Here’s a sampler.

➊ Clinton Desveaux, marketing and global sales 
manager for Climate Technical Gear, sports a jacket 
from the Sevaen industrial garment series. The basic 
industrial jacket goes for $202.99 and the deluxe jacket 
is $235.99. Bib pants also are available in the Sevaen 
industrial line, which features an abrasion-proof, tear-
resistant nylon outer shell over waterproof fabric.

➋ “For years, people have been asking Grundéns to 
make boots,” says Mike Jackson, Grundéns USA  
president. Now, the familiar producer of commercial 
fishing jackets, bibs, and other foulweather gear is 
launching the Grundéns Deck-Boss Boot. It features 
patented Herkules Grip synthetic rubber for superior 
traction on wet surfaces, an injection molded upper 
to eliminate delamination and cracking, and an insole 
“engineered to mimic the bilge space in a boat.”  
Available in April at $129 suggested retail price.

➌ Sales representative Steve Hayes shows off the  
new Isoflash high-visibility jacket from Guy Cotten. The  
fluorescent yellow outer is 83 percent PVC and 17 
percent polyester. The inner lining discourages conden-
sation, and the “magic hood” doesn’t obstruct vision. 
Suggested retail price $150.

➍ Monica Higgins, an account supervisor with Xtratuf, 
sports a pair of Salmon Sisters Legacy boots. The  
women’s boots, launching this spring, feature fish and 
octopus prints on the inner linings. They’re a collabora-
tion between Xtratuf and Salmon Sisters, an Alaska 
clothing and accessories company. In 12-inch and 
15-inch heights, $119.99 and $134.99.

➎ Artur Costa, of Portuguese outdoor apparel  
company Toptuxedo, wears the company’s heavy-duty 
floating bib fishing pants. Retail price $140.

➏ Diane Sandvik, advertising sales representative for 
Pacific Fishing magazine, models the new women’s 
Weather Watch jacket from Grundéns. The company 
calls the nylon Weather Watch jacket the most durable, 
abrasion-resistant, packable rain gear available.  
Suggested retail price $63.99.

➐ Charles Bond, manufacturer’s representative for 
Kent Safety Products, sports the newly launched Rogue 
II high-visibility fishing vest. Like the original Rogue, the 
Rogue II is a close-fitting neoprene vest modeled on 
styles worn in competitive water sports. Around $90.

➊

➋

WORKWEAR
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DECK GEAR by DANIEL MINTZ 

Powerlifting
When it comes to deck 
cranes, vessel owners  
face weighty decisions
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Legacy

t	A reliable deck crane is vital for managing pots in the  
Bering Sea crab fisheries. Chris Miller photo

Crane aboard the 170-foot Defender, recently converted to operate as an Alaska 
pollock trawler. Jeff Pond photo

Deck cranes are the workhorses of commercial  
fishing. Although heavy lifting is a basic job, 
there’s a lot to keep in mind when it comes to 

types of cranes, their use, and their upkeep.
Cranes are essential for loading, offloading, and  

moving nets, pots, cargo, and equipment. They repre-
sent significant investment even at an entry level, so 
choosing cranes and maintaining them are key to getting  
maximum returns.

Lifting capacity and reach are the most important things 
to consider “based on your application and what you want 
to do with your crane,” said Brian Jacob, the Seattle sales 
and business development manager for Palfinger Marine 
USA, a branch of the Austria-based Palfinger lifting 
equipment company.

Palfinger manufactures cranes for all fishing vessels, 
from small gillnetters to big factory trawlers like the new 
262-foot America’s Finest, for which the company built three cranes 
in its first U.S. contract.

The smallest crane made by Palfinger has a 1,000-pound capacity 
and a 15-foot reach. Priced at $10,000 to $15,000, it is the smallest, 
most inexpensive crane made for the commercial fishing market, 
Jacob said.

The price for a tendering crane with a 2,000-pound capacity and 
a 20-foot reach ranges from $25,000 to $35,000. Palfinger’s crabbing 
vessel cranes are priced at about $90,000 and have a 4,500-pound 

capacity and a 45-foot reach.
When considering price, Jacob advises vessel owners to be 

forward-thinking. A well-made crane will last an average of 10 
to 15 years before it needs to be rebuilt. That’s important, he said, 
because refurbishing a crane can cost up to $70,000.

Crane basics: There are three types of fishing cranes – straight 
boom, knuckle boom, and telescoping.

Knuckle boom cranes have knuckle-like joints. Telescoping  

Continued on Page 18
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DECK GEAR

A Fred Wahl Marine Construction Inc. deck crane. Photo courtesy Fred Wahl Marine

models have extensions that slide in and 
out of a sleeve-like boom.

“We tend to prioritize the knuckle boom 
design,” Jacob said. “You’re very flexible 
with the reach you can get with these 

cranes, and you can get to very hard-to-
reach parts of the boat.”

A hybrid knuckle boom crane has a 
telescoping section in the front part of the 
boom. Jacob said this design is well-liked 

Continued on Page 34

by crabbers, who want to maneuver as close 
to the deck as possible.

But with the additional flexibility comes 
additional maintenance.

“The issue with telescoping in and out 
of a main boom is that there’s a lot of fric-
tion between the two parts,” Jacob said. “It 
will just grind the paint, so you need extra  
maintenance, and we recommend taking 
the telescoping section out every year, 
repainting it, and reapplying grease.”

Jacob doesn’t believe the telescoping  
feature is essential.

“If you want viable reach, just get a 
knuckle boom crane,” he said.

Custom made: Reedsport, Oregon-based 
Fred Wahl Marine Construction Inc. has 
been building steel boats for decades and is 
a leading maker of 58-foot vessels used in 
Alaska fisheries.

The company included cranes in its line 
of deck equipment early on and typically 
builds them for the vessels it makes. 
Fred Wahl, founder and owner, said his  
company has four “stock models” but will 
custom build to order.

The company’s signature crane is made 
for 58-foot boats, has a 45-foot reach, and 
costs between $40,000 and $60,000. The 
company’s largest, most complicated, and 
most expensive crane has a telescoping 
design and costs $120,000.

Most of the cranes Wahl makes are used 
for pot handling, but the company also has 
made them for trawl boats.

Regarding crane types, Wahl said 
some vessel owners prefer not to have 
the extra link included in knuckle cranes, 
but it comes down to the job that needs to  
be done.

“The knuckles work better for pot  
fishing, because you can knuckle over 
stacked pots really close to the crane base, 
then knuckle down and suck the pot right 
up to your basket,” Wahl said. “Then you’ve 
got control over that crab pot or fish pot.”

For trawlers, straight boom cranes are 
considered a practical choice, he said.

Regarding maintenance, Wahl recom-
mends using lots of lubrication on the main 
bearing and keeping hydraulic oil as clean 
as possible.

“Typically, boats in the Bering Sea have 
some water in the oil – it’s just the nature 
of the beast,” he said. “But the cleaner you 
keep your oil, the better off you are.”

Wahl has a basic piece of advice regard-
ing crane safety – don’t overload.

“Just don’t expect this thing to do  
something it can’t,” he said, adding that 
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ENFORCEMENT

A big win for observer safety has come in the investigation of the  
Alaska-based fishing vessel Aleutian Sable.

“This was a large, time-consuming investigation involving many  
violations, victims, and witnesses,” said Kevin Heck, assistant  
special agent in charge of NOAA’s Office of Law Enforcement, 
Alaska Division.

OLE began receiving complaints filed by observers about the  
Aleutian Sable, owned by Arctic Sablefish LLC, in 2013. Observ-
ers are independent field biologists who are deployed aboard  
commercial fishing boats to collect catch 
data and other information.

A case file was opened and officers began 
communicating with one of the vessel’s 
operators, Jay Hebert, and closely moni-
toring the vessel for compliance purposes. 
Complaints and violations continued to 
pile up through October 2014.

Once the investigation was complete, 
OLE investigators forwarded the case  
package to NOAA’s Office of General 
Counsel for prosecution.

“Observers play a huge role in our abil-
ity to collect data and research to effectively 
monitor species and stock statuses,” said 
Nathan Lagerwey, deputy special agent in 
charge for OLE’s Alaska Division. “Observ-
ers’ work environment and safety are of the 
utmost importance to OLE, and the highest 
priority for the Alaska Division. When we 
receive these types of complaints, we take 
time to thoroughly investigate and take 
proper enforcement action. We also utilize 
observer-reported violation trends and 
complaints to help us develop outreach and 
education to prevent further violations.”

On March 8, 2016, a notice of violation 
and assessment of administrative penalty 
(NOVA) was issued to the owner and oper-
ator of the F/V Aleutian Sable. The NOVA 
charged the following eight counts of viola-
tions under the Magnuson-Stevens Act:

• One count of failing to maintain a 
wheel watch on the vessel.

• Four counts of harassing observers, 
having the purpose or effect of interfering 
with the observers’ work performance or 
otherwise creating an intimidating, hostile, 
or offensive environment.

• Two counts of failing to notify the 
observers, on multiple occasions, at least 15 
minutes before fish were brought on board 
to allow the observers to sample the catch.

• One count of retaining individual  
fishing quota (IFQ) halibut on board the  
vessel in excess of the total amount of 
unharvested IFQ halibut applicable to the 

Observer complaints lead to $78K penalty for  
Alaska fishing vessel

vessel category and regulatory area, and in excess of the IFQ that 
was currently held by all permit holders aboard the vessel.

Several months later, the case ultimately settled for $78,054.50.
“Observers, the observer program, observer providers, and many  

others will be happy with the outcome of this case,” Heck said.  
“Violations of any kind, but especially ones related to observers 
and their safety, will not be tolerated.”  

– NOAA Fisheries
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SCIENCE

Managing fisheries means more than managing fish. To 
keep fisheries sustainable, managers need to make sure the  
ecosystems that support fish production stay healthy. An important 
part of Alaska’s marine ecosystems is the corals that create habitat 
for fish and their prey.

Coral gardens provide refuge for fish, but may be vulnerable to 
fishing gear and warmer temperatures. How long it takes for coral 
habitat to recover from injury depends on how fast corals grow  
and reproduce.

A new study led by Bob Stone, of NOAA’s Alaska Fisheries  
Science Center, reveals just how slowly some corals grow and  
provides insight on how they might respond to seafloor  
disturbance and ocean warming.

Watching coral grow may sound like restful work. But not the 
way Stone does it.

New five-year study looks at Alaska coral growth rate
Every year for five years, Stone’s team traveled to remote areas 

of Southeast Alaska and dove into frigid waters to observe corals in 
their natural environment.

“Several of the dive sites were very remote, so just getting there 
was quite a challenge,” says Stone. “Sometimes we enjoyed the 
comfort of the NOAA ship John N. Cobb, but other times we had 
to take a small (26-foot) boat over 80 miles to the sites. Occasionally 
we had to use float planes.”

Often the last 25 meters of the trip was the biggest challenge.
“Diving conditions were quite unpredictable,” Stone explains. 

“We needed to work during the same time every year, but  
you never know what you are going to get for weather or  
dive visibility.”  

Read more at tinyurl.com/j6u33ec.  
– NOAA Fisheries

With or without fishing, forage stocks boom and bust
California sardine stocks famously crashed in John Steinbeck’s 

“Cannery Row.”
New research, building on pioneering work from the late 1960s, 

shows in greater detail that such forage fish stocks have undergone 
boom-bust cycles for centuries, with at least three species off the 
U.S. West Coast repeatedly experiencing steep population increases 
followed by declines long before commercial fishing began.

Natural population fluctuations in Pacific sardine, northern 
anchovy, and Pacific hake off California have been so common that 
the species were in collapsed condition 29 to 40 percent of the time 
over the 500-year period from A.D. 1000 to 1500, according to a 
study published Feb. 10 in Geophysical Research Letters.

Using a long time series of fish scales deposited in low-oxygen 
offshore sedimentary environments off Southern California, the 
authors from NOAA Fisheries and the University of Michigan 
described such collapses as “an intrinsic property of some for-
age fish populations that should be expected, just as droughts are 
expected in an arid climate.”

The findings have implications for the ecosystem, as well as fish-
ermen and fisheries managers, who have witnessed several booms, 
followed by crashes every one to two decades on average and last-
ing a decade or more, the scientists wrote. Collapses in forage fish 
can reverberate through the marine food web, possibly causing 
prey limitation among predators such as sea lions and sea birds.

“Forage fish populations are resilient over the long term, which 
is how they come back from such steep collapses over and over 
again,” said Sam McClatchie, supervisory oceanographer at 
NOAA’s Southwest Fisheries Science Center in La Jolla, California. 
“That doesn’t change the fact that these species may remain at very 
low levels for periods long enough to have very real consequences 
for the people and wildlife who count on them.”

Downturns in sardine and anchovy linked to changing ocean 
conditions have contributed to the localized stranding of thou-
sands of California sea lion pups in recent years.

Looking back in time

Scientists traced the historic abundance of sardine, anchovy, 
and hake by examining deposits of their scales collected on the 
floor of the Santa Barbara Channel from A.D. 1000 to 1500. While  

previous studies had shown that forage fish exhibited collapses 
prior to commercial fishing, the new research used methods  
developed by climatologists to examine the frequency and  
duration of the fluctuations in finer detail.

“The Mediterranean climate of California with wet winters and 
dry summers produces a sediment layer we can pull apart like 
pages in a book” said Ingrid Hendy, associate professor at the Uni-
versity of Michigan in Ann Arbor. “Although these sediments have 
been studied before, we are using new technology to examine them 
in unprecedented detail.” 

The scientists described a collapse as a drop below 10 percent of 
the average peak in fish populations, as estimated from the paleo-
record. Anchovy took an average of eight years to recover from a 
collapse, while sardine and hake took an average of 22 years.

The record also showed that sardines and anchovy fluctuated 
synchronously over the 500-year study period. Combined collapses 
may compound the impact on predators and the fishery, the sci-
entists said. The finding runs counter to suggestions that the two 
species alternate cycles.

Variable fishing responds to change

Sardines and anchovy have at times been the most heavily har-
vested fish off Southern California in terms of volume. Hake, also 
known as Pacific whiting, spawn off California but are harvested 
in large volumes off the Pacific Northwest and Canada. The new 
study concludes these forage fish are well-suited to variable fishing 
rates that target the species in times of abundance, “while recog-
nizing that mean persistence of fishable populations is one to two 
decades, and that switching to other target species will become a 
necessity.”

Collapses last, on average, “too long for the industry to simply 
wait out the return of the forage fish.”

The study authors concluded that “well-designed reserve thresh-
olds” and adjustable harvest rates help protect the forage species, 
the fishery, and non-human predators for the long term. However, 
they added that “reserve thresholds only protect the seed stock for 
recovery and cannot prevent collapses from occurring.”  

– NOAA Fisheries
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Editor’s note: This is the first of two parts.

This April marks the 100-year anniversary of the United States’ 
entry into World War I.

The war had started in Europe in 1914, when the heir to the 
throne of Austria-Hungary, Archduke Franz Ferdinand, was  
assassinated in Sarajevo.

The Great War scrambled the geopolitical world, created and 
extinguished countries, and sent Northwest woodsmen to the  
forest to log for the war effort. The Pacific Coast seafood industry 
also played a part, as the industry endeavored to not just survive, 
but thrive, through the conflict.

Several months after the battle began in Europe, the  
Association of Alaska Salmon Canners and the Puget Sound  
Salmon Canners Association jointly published a promotional book-
let called “Canned Salmon, the Ideal Army and Navy Ration.” 
They paired this with a Bureau of Fisheries bulletin with the  
yawn-inducing title of “Canned Salmon, Cheaper than Meats, 
and Why” and promptly sent the marketing materials to foreign  

embassies and militaries around the world.
‘Iron rations’: Although the initial response to the mailing 

seemed tepid, within the next couple of years canned salmon 
was an essential food for overseas troops and European civilians.  
Eventually, canned salmon became part of the so-called “iron 
rations,” which fed troops who were on the go or at battle – the 
WWI version of today’s MREs.

The trade magazine Pacific Fisherman claimed: “Reports from 
the front show that the fish ration is greatly enjoyed by the soldiers; 
and the progress of recent fighting would certainly not indicate any 
loss of vitality on the part of the British troops.”

At the onset of the war, canners knew that the shelf stability of 
their product made it an exceptional option for feeding servicemen. 
It wasn’t until the realities of 20th century warfare were known 
that canners could also claim that “canned food fills every military 
requirement – it is portable, imperishable, and gas-proof.”

In the spring of 1917, the United States entered the war.  
Several factors contributed to the decision, including the  
interception of a telegram in which Germany enticed Mexico to 
join the fight in exchange for the return of Texas, New Mexico, and  
Arizona to Mexican control if Germany was the victor.

Immigrants and foreign nationals rushed to prove their  
allegiance to the United States, including those who were within 

LOOKING BACK by ANJULI GRANTHAM

The Pacific seafood industry responds to WWI

Salmon can labels appealed to wartime consumers, including overseas troops. Image courtesy of 
Karen Hofstad

the fishing industry.
Pacific Fisherman reported that a good 

number of the Puget Sound purse sein-
ers were “Southern Slav,” who hailed from  
the part of Austria-Hungary that today cor-
responds to Croatia. This meant the seiners were from an enemy 
nation. They held a meeting where as “practical proof of their  
loyalty the purse seiners passed a resolution … offering the use of 
the 400 boats of their fleet for naval use.” Later, these purse seiners 
created their own association and demonstrated their support of 
the American war effort by buying $3,000 in war bonds.

Seafood patriots? The number of foreign-born individuals 
engaged in the seafood industry at the time was very high. Most 
processing workers were from Asia, and many fishermen were 
recent European immigrants. Alaska’s entire white population was 
nearly a third foreign-born.

The United States had an insignificant standing military at the 
time, so a draft was authorized. Not everyone was eager to enroll 

in the selective service. In November 
1918, Pacific Fisherman reported that 
“a number of fishermen” were among 
those who had started the naturaliza-
tion process but then “renounced their 
intention to become American citizens 
in order to escape military service.” 
Washington State Fish Commissioner 
L.H. Darwin told his deputies to seize 
the boats and gear of any fishermen 
found to have done this.

Hyper-patriotism characterized the 
United States during the war. Civil  
liberties were slashed. Anti-sedition 
laws made even uttering unpatriotic 
statements illegal.

It is in this context that the sea-
food industry calculated its response 

to the war. Support for the American war effort was both patri-
otic and opportunistic on the part of the seafood industry. Pacif-
ic Fisherman assured readers and the federal government that 
“the fisheries of the country stand ready to take up whatever  
burden may be assigned to them.” Industry leaders were most 
dedicated to upping production, which was not just good for their 
profits, but was also the objective of the Food Administration.

Secretary of Commerce William C. Redfield appealed to  
American businesses, writing, “The production of food is a vital 
and present duty resting on every man and woman who can help 
it along. Without food workmen cannot work, nor can armies fight. 
The food supply of the country must be increased.”

Food was needed for the American and European troops and 
citizens, and while it was not feasible to markedly increase the 
amount of U.S. livestock, the waters of the Pacific promised a  
cornucopia to ease wartime food insecurity.

How did the seafood industry intend to feed the nation, now 
that the United States was embroiled in war? Check back next 
month to find out.

Anjuli Grantham is a public historian, writer, and producer based in 
Alaska. Read more of her work at anjuligrantham.com.
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by WESLEY LOYALASKA NOTEBOOK

A bigger Board of Fisheries proposed
Juneau watch: State Rep. Louise Stutes, R-Kodiak, introduced 

House Bill 88, which would expand the Alaska Board of Fisheries 
from seven members to nine.

The governor appoints board members, who set fisheries policy 
for the state.

Stutes, in a sponsor statement on the bill, explained her  
reasoning for a bigger board.

“The additional two members will benefit the board by adding 
more diversity of interest, greater breadth of knowledge, and more 
points of view,” she said. “Members are not chosen because they 
pertain to specific geographical areas or identify as either sport, 
commercial, or subsistence fishermen. However, the fact that the 
board is only seven members is in conflict with the expectations  
of many Alaskans for a representative from their own region.  
Satisfying these expectations would require a larger board, which 
HB 88 seeks to accomplish.”

The bill could face headwinds in the Legislature. Adding two 
board members could increase expenses at a time when the  
state government, and the board itself, have been looking to cut 
spending in the face of huge budget deficits.

      
Fleet reduction: Southeast Alaska salmon seiners failed to  

muster enough votes for another round of permit buybacks.
Permit holders took part in a mail referendum that ran from Dec. 

13 to Jan. 13. The question was whether the fleet would take on a 
$5.8 million loan to permanently retire 22 permits from the fishery.

For the referendum to be successful, holders of at least 158 of 
the fishery’s 315 permits – a majority – would have had to vote  
in favor.

“We received 180 ballots, of which 132 
were for and the remaining 48 against,” 
said Michael Sturtevant, with the National 
Marine Fisheries Service.

In 2012, Southeast seiners approved a 
$13.1 million loan to remove 64 permits.

      
Icicle leadership change: Seattle-based Icicle Seafoods, a major 

Alaska processor, was in the news last year with the company’s 
sale to Cooke, the Canadian aquaculture firm.

More Icicle news dropped Jan. 30 when Cooke announced Icicle 
CEO Chris Ruettgers had resigned.

“Chris has provided valuable leadership to Icicle from the time 
he started through the sale and acquisition process leading up to 
Cooke’s purchase of the company in June 2016,” Cooke said in a 
written statement. “After leading Icicle through the subsequent 
transition period, Chris made the personal decision to pursue other 
career opportunities.”

Cooke said Pal Angell-Hansen, a senior executive with Cooke, 
would assume the interim leadership position as chairman of Icicle 
in Seattle, effective Feb. 13.

“It will be business as usual for our colleagues and customers … 
as we implement the new leadership structure,” Cooke said.

Cooke added: “Mr. Angell-Hansen will continue to provide 
oversight to Cooke’s European operations.”

      
Washington watch: Who will head the National Marine  

Fisheries Service during the new Trump administration?
An Alaskan, Chris Oliver, is drawing strong support from across 

the nation.
Oliver is the longtime executive director of the Anchorage-

based North Pacific Fishery Management Council, which 
oversees some of the nation’s largest and most valuable  
seafood harvests.

Dozens of commercial, recreational, conservation, and com-
munity organizations signed a letter in January urging the Trump 
administration to appoint Oliver as NMFS chief.

Oliver has deep experience promoting prosperity in Alaska 
fisheries, the letter said. He understands the complex regulatory 
framework of U.S. fisheries, supports easing regulatory burdens, 
and supports “decentralized” fisheries management.

Originally from Texas, Oliver is an “avid sport fisherman” and 
would work to balance commercial and recreational interests, the 
letter added.

Those signing the letter ranged from the National Fisheries  
Institute to processing giants Trident and Pacific Seafood to the 
Garden State Seafood Association to the Florida Keys Commercial 
Fishermen’s Association.

As of press time, Sam Rauch was serving as acting head  
of NMFS.

      
Investment advice: A popular magazine, Kiplinger’s Personal 

Finance, published an article in its February issue titled “10 Great 
All-Weather Stocks,” or stocks that should perform well in good 
markets or bad. One of the companies on the list: Marine Harvest, 
the big Norwegian salmon farmer.

Wesley Loy is editor of Pacific Fishing magazine and producer of  
Deckboss, a blog on Alaska commercial fisheries.
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by MICHEL DROUINBRITISH COLUMBIA
Roe herring quota up substantially this year

Herring outlook: British Columbia’s total roe herring catch  
target this year is 32,215 short tons, a substantial increase over the 
24,428-ton quota in 2016.

In the Strait of Georgia, the total roe herring catch target is 29,715 
tons, with the seine target catch at 14,543 tons and the gillnet target 
at 15,172 tons.

On B.C.’s north coast in the Prince Rupert district, the total roe 
herring catch target is 2,500 tons, with the seine target at 1,000 tons 
and the gillnet target at 1,500 tons.

The season usually kicks off in the first week of March.
      

Refuge concerns: The creation of a marine national wildlife 
area (NWA) in the Scott Islands, announced Dec. 3 by Dominic 
LeBlanc, Canada’s minister of fisheries and oceans, is supported 
by the fishing industry. But the proposal has raised safety alarms 
about an anchoring exclusion zone in an area fishermen use for 
storm refuge.

The NWA is the first established under the Canada Wildlife 
Act and is intended to protect the home of over 2 million seabirds 
and the most important nesting and breeding ground for seabirds  
in B.C.

The Scott Islands are situated off the northwest tip of Vancouver 
Island, an area with few refuges in heavy weather.

Jim McIsaac, of the BC Commercial Fishing Caucus, wrote to 
the Canadian Wildlife Service appealing for a change in anchorage 
rules in the area.

McIsaac explained that, along with commercial fishing represen-
tatives Bruce Turris and John Koolman, he had attended numerous 
meetings about the Scott Islands.

“Fishermen have already been directly impacted by conserva-
tion efforts to protect seabirds, the primary focus of this initiative,”  
he said.

“We certainly don’t want to catch birds; we target fish,” 
McIsaac wrote. “In order to protect the birds (and the bait we use),  
fishermen have developed bird avoidance strategies and gear to 
prevent birds from diving on their gear.”

McIsaac noted one significant change to the proposal since the 
caucus had last seen it in 2016.

In the current proposal, the approach to anchorages on Triangle, 
Beresford, and Sartine islands has been increased from 100 to 300 
meters, which would force small vessels to anchor farther away.

“While this change may seem trivial for land lovers or desk  
jockeys, for mariners this increased boundary will prevent small 
vessels from tucking into the leeward side from nasty weather 
that can sneak up on mariners in this area; the 200-meter increase  
reduces and, in some storms, eliminates the available leeward 
zones in the NWA,” he wrote. “We urge the regulator to reconsider 
this small change … strictly for the safety of mariners with small 
vessels that utilize these areas.”

      
New MPA: LeBlanc, the fisheries minister, in February made 

another big announcement – the establishment of the new  
Hecate Strait and Queen Charlotte Sound Glass Sponge Reefs 
Marine Protected Area, which will “protect large colonies of unique 
glass sponges estimated to be 9,000 years old.”

“The reefs provide refuge, habitat, and nursing grounds for 
many aquatic species such as rockfish, finfish, and shellfish,” the 
government said.

The MPA designation is a step toward Canada’s plan to  

protect 5 percent of its marine and coastal 
areas by 2017 and 10 percent by 2020, the 
government added.

      
Young fishermen: B.C.’s first young  

fishermen’s gathering occurred Jan. 24-25 in 
Victoria, with 40 registered participants and presenters.

Inspired by Alaska’s annual Young Fishermen’s Summit, the 
B.C. gathering was organized by the T. Buck Suzuki Environmen-
tal Foundation as a platform to guide new and younger fishermen 
entering and working in the industry.

Participants attended workshops on the business of fishing,  
seafood markets, marketing the catch, and the history of B.C. fishing.

Guy Johnston, from Vancouver Island’s Michelle Rose  
Community Supported Fishery, and Sonia Strobel, from  
Vancouver’s Skipper Otto’s CSF, made presentations.

Those talks generated “a lot of good feedback,” said organizer 
Allison Stocks. “People were very interested in those concepts.”

Fish Safe BC delivered a session on marine safety, and the  
gathering also heard from Rick Williams, of the Canadian Council 
of Professional Fish Harvesters.

Part of the gathering involved a field trip to Victoria’s Finest At 
Sea Ocean Products Ltd. facility.

“For those who had never seen anything like that, it was really 
eye-opening and fun,” Stocks said.

Michel Drouin has covered British Columbia’s fishing industry since 
1990. He lives in Vancouver, B.C.
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Dungeness rally: The commercial Dungeness crab season got 
off to a rocky start but was booming by the end of January.

According to fishery managers, commercial crabbers had landed 
approximately 10 million pounds into Oregon by Jan. 31.

“Things are looking pretty good,” said Kelly Corbett, with the 
Oregon Department of Fish and Wildlife.

Prices held steady after crabbers up and down the West Coast 
went on strike and negotiated for $2.875 per pound. Processors  

initially had agreed to $3 per pound but then lowered the price to 
$2.75, setting off the strike.

According to ODFW, the state has seen a harvest average of 14 
million pounds per season over the last 25 years.

Landing numbers for Washington’s coastal commercial  
Dungeness fishery were not available at press time, but the  
commercial Puget Sound fishery reported 2.5 million pounds har-
vested as of Jan. 30. The commercial target was set at 2.9 million.

While this is not the time of year when fishery biologists would 
expect to see a spike in domoic acid levels, the states were still 
keeping a close eye on toxin levels in crab, as levels remained 
high in razor clams. The naturally occurring marine toxin delayed 
Dungeness season openings in December.

      
Columbia River hatcheries: Columbia River hatcheries that 

operate under federal Mitchell Act funds will see some changes  
in coming years – changes that eventually will affect salmon  
fishermen.

The National Marine Fisheries Service completed a review of fish 
hatcheries on the Columbia River, analyzing the effects of Mitch-
ell Act hatchery programs on vulnerable salmon and steelhead  
species, the agency said Jan. 17. This biological opinion was signed 

MID-COAST REPORT by KATIE FRANKOWICZ

Oregon, Washington crab fisheries perform well
on Jan. 15, and funding that had been delayed 
for certain hatcheries until the document was 
complete will now be distributed.

In the biological opinion, the agency pro-
posed increasing production at hatcher-
ies where stray hatchery fish are not a threat to the recovery of  
protected salmon and steelhead.

The agency also proposed reducing hatchery production in 
some areas and no longer using 
hatchery brood stock that originates  
outside the Columbia River in an 
effort to reduce genetic risk to native 
fish stocks.

All of these changes will be phased 
in over several years, NMFS said.

H e re  a re  t h e  n u m b e r s  f o r  
fishermen:

In the biological opinion, NMFS 
predicted that releases of hatchery fall  
Chinook into the Columbia River 
would drop from roughly 18 mil-
lion per year to 14 million per year, 
while releases of hatchery coho could 
increase by 4 percent.

With the reduced Chinook salmon 
hatchery releases, there would be 
reductions in some salmon catches in 
the lower Columbia, affecting fisher-
men along the Oregon and Washing-
ton coasts. Non-treaty troll and sport 
fisheries would see a 7 percent drop. 
Treaty Indian troll fisheries would 
see a similar decline. The commer-
cial troll fishery off the Oregon coast 

would see a 4 percent decline, as compared to average catches from 
the past four years.

The good news is that more coho will be available off the Oregon and  
Washington coasts and in the Columbia River in coming years, 
NMFS said.

      
Pacific Seafood watch: In mid-January, Oregon environmental 

regulators fined Pacific Seafood’s Pacific Shrimp Co. for violating 
a wastewater discharge permit at a processing facility in Newport.

The $1,540 fine stems to June 2016 when the state Department 
of Environmental Quality said the company discharged a monthly 
average of 59 pounds of total suspended solids per 1,000 pounds of 
raw product into Newport’s Yaquina Bay. This was 5 pounds over 
the limit allowed by the company’s wastewater permit.

On another front, a federal lawsuit was still pending against 
Pacific Seafood alleging the company had used its market power to 
interfere with another Newport processor’s operations.

The lawsuit, filed by Seawater Seafoods Co., alleged that Pacific 
Seafood harassed Seawater and the fishermen who sell there.  
Pacific Seafood has filed a motion to dismiss the case.

Katie Frankowicz reports from Astoria, Ore.

A new factory trawler, the Araho, has arrived on the North Pacific fishing scene. The 194-foot vessel, 
shown here on Feb. 18 at Fishermen’s Terminal in Seattle, will harvest groundfish in Alaska. She was 
built at Eastern Shipbuilding in Panama City, Fla., and belongs to O’Hara Corp., of Rockland, Maine. 
Jeff Pond photo
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SOUTHERN CLIMES by DANIEL MINTZ 

Lurching start for California’s Dungeness season
Early numbers: Despite a staggered series of openings due  

to the domoic acid toxin, followed by an 11-day price strike,  
California’s Dungeness crab landings were fairly satisfactory for 
the first phase of the season.

Landing tallies have a lag time of several weeks, and the season’s 
first set of data was released in late January. Through December, 
statewide landings totaled 4.2 million pounds, a haul valued at 
$12.7 million.

The central region south of Fort Bragg saw mid-November  
openings. Landings there accounted for 2.8 million pounds of the 
total, with San Francisco representing 1.9 million pounds of it.

In the northern region, the Crescent City area actually opened on 
time, on Dec. 1, and landings there totaled 1.2 million pounds. The 
Fort Bragg and Eureka areas were affected by domoic acid delays 
and saw limited landings during the early period.

Pete Kalvass, Dungeness crab specialist for the California 
Department of Fish and Wildlife (CDFW), said landings had been 
steady, and the tally was expected to increase significantly once 
January was figured in.

As he was being interviewed, he said that a huge boat filled with 
crab pots had just glided past his window en route to the dock at 
Fort Bragg.

      
Disaster declared: A long-awaited Jan. 18 declaration from the 

U.S. commerce secretary defined the 2015-16 California Dungeness 
and rock crab season as a fishery failure.

This opens the door for – but does not guarantee – disaster relief 
funding from Congress.

The season was delayed by several months due to the presence 
of domoic acid, a naturally produced toxin related to algae blooms.

The Dungeness season’s ex-vessel revenue amounted  
to $37.6 million, far less than the $60 million or so yielded in  
previous seasons.

Some fishermen were able to do relatively well overall after the 
season began in the spring of 2016. But others, particularly those 
with smaller boats, weren’t able to recover from the loss of the  
winter months, when the fresh crab market peaks.

In a statement, Northern California Congressman Jared Huffman 
highlighted the impacts and described the declaration as “a step 
forward on the long road to providing disaster relief to California’s 
fishermen and business owners through what has proven to be a 
tedious and broken process.”

      
Herring season underway: California’s commercial gillnet 

herring season opened on New Year’s Day, but spawning events 
weren’t seen in San Francisco Bay until several days later.

Landings were limited as of mid-January.
Things picked up on Jan. 26, when the CDFW noted a “frenzy of 

fishing activity.” The action was happening off the Sausalito water-
front, and 18 tons of herring were landed at Fisherman’s Wharf.

      
Klamath court action: For the lower Klamath River, late  

summer is a worrisome time. Low flow conditions and high water 
temperatures have caused disease outbreaks and fish kills.

Conditions in the lower basin have been closely watched since 
2002, when low flows and disease triggered a massive Chinook 
salmon die-off.

After years of river monitoring and experience with subsequent 

emergencies, final environmental documents 
have been released for a long-term plan to 
provide water for salmon.

But the plan may not be final.
The Eureka Times-Standard newspaper 

reported on Jan. 31 that a lawsuit filed last year by the Hoopa Val-
ley Tribe was likely to yield a court order for a new Klamath water 
flow plan.

A proposed structure for authorizing emergency water releases 
is advanced in the U.S. Bureau of Reclamation’s long-term plan to 
protect adult salmon in the lower Klamath.

The plan outlines a proposed late summer water release regimen 
to prevent and/or respond to disease emergencies and conditions 
that could trigger die-offs.

In an email exchange, Wilbert “Louis” Moore, the bureau’s 
deputy public affairs officer, was asked if and how a court order 
related to the Hoopa Valley Tribe’s lawsuit would affect the long-
term plan.

“Additional review is required,” Moore responded, adding, 
“Because this is active litigation, (the Bureau of) Reclamation does 
not have a comment at this time.”

In announcing the release of the final environmental review, the 
bureau anticipated a “record of decision” soon on the plan.

But the Hoopa Valley Tribe’s concerns were gaining traction in 
court, potentially putting the plan in flux.

Daniel Mintz reports from Eureka, Calif.
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“Buyers of high  
quality Alaskan and 

West Coast halibut and 
black cod.”
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Maritime’s two full-service shipyards keep 

your fleet moving forward.

And don’t forget  
to like us at:

Subscribe to

www.pacificfishing.com/fishwrap.html

   and receive 
fishing news each  
 weekday in your inbox.

FishWrap www.facebook.com/PacificFishing

Tom Pope ams #881
Marine Surveyor

360-808-1966
Call for scheduling

Email: popesurvey@aol.com

Society of Accredited Marine Surveyors 
Serving the West Coast commercial fleets since 1967

No travelling  
expenses for  

SE Alaska  
in early May.



28  £  PACIFICFISHING  £  MARCH 2017  £  WWW.PACIFICFISHING.COM  

PACIFIC FISHING   classifieds
 Boats/Permits/IFQs

  

FisherySpecies Asking Price* Offer*

Prices in MARCH vary in accordance with market conditions. *In thousands
+ denotes an increase from last month. N/A denotes No Activity.
– denotes a decrease from last month.

By Mike Painter and the Permit Master

State 
Value*

Alaska Entry Permit Prices
(as of 3-1-17)

Gillnet: Sales of Bay permits continued to pick up into late January with sales 
holding in the lower $130s. A few new buyers have inquired about SE permits 
over the last month, but no actual sales so far. PWS permits continue to bounce 
back from a low of around $140k to asking $170k or more now. Interest in Cook 
Inlet permits is down, with the only current offer below $40k. New listings of Area 
M permits were coming in lower, starting at $110k.
Seine: No change in SE permits so far, where offers are still below $200k. Sellers 
may start to come down now that the latest round of the buyback was voted 
down. PWS permits are coming back with recent sales at $150k or better. There 
has been some recent activity in Kodiak permits and they are still available in the 
low $30s. Nothing new for Area M permits since last month.
Troll: The market for Power troll permits is still pretty quiet. There has been a little 
interest in hand troll permits in the last month. Permits are still available for less 
than $11k.

BOX  score

 SALMON

 S SE DRIFT   90 80 84.3
 S PWS DRIFT 169+ 164+ 134.3
 S COOK INLET DRIFT 49- 30- 54.1
 S AREA M DRIFT 110- 100- 100
 S BRISTOL BAY DRIFT 135+ 132+ 132.2
 S SE SEINE 225+ 180+ 163.4
 S PWS SEINE 160+ 150+ 142.4
 S COOK INLET SEINE 59- 50 68.3
 S KODIAK SEINE 32 32+ 38.3
 S CHIGNIK SEINE 145 130 167.2
 S AREA M SEINE 60 50 57.4
 S YAKUTAT SET 16 12 16.6
 S COOK INLET SET 18 16 15.4
 S AREA M SET NET 57- 50- 56.5
 S BRISTOL SET NET 42+ 36 35
 S LOWER YUKON 9 8 9.9
 S POWER TROLL 35- 32- 34.5
 S HAND TROLL 10.5 9.5- 9.4
 HERRING

 H SE GILLNET 12 N/A 13.4
 H KODIAK GILLNET 5 3 5
 H SITKA SEINE 325 225- 243.8
 H PWS SEINE 20 16 30.9
 H COOK INLET SEINE 10 8 16.8
 H KODIAK SEINE 21 20 30.3
 H SE POUND SOUTH 25 24 27.6
 H SE POUND NORTH 30 25 43.1
 H PWS POUND 5 3 3.5
 SHELLFISH

 S SE DUNGY 75 POT 18 17 15.5
 S SE DUNGY 150 POT 39 36 38.8
 S SE DUNGY 225 POT 60 55 55.3
 S SE DUNGY 300 POT 80 70 56.9
 S SE POT SHRIMP 22 20 18.3
 S KODIAK TANNER <60 24 22 29.7
 S PUGET SOUND DUNGY 175 165 N/A
 S WASHINGTON DUNGY 2,000-4,500/FT  1,500-4,000/FT N/A
 S OREGON DUNGY 2,000-4,500/FT 1,500-4,000/FT N/A
 S CALIFORNIA DUNGY 300-800/POT 250-700/POT N/A
 SE ALASKA DIVE

 SE AK Dive URCHIN 3.5 3.5+ 2.5
 SE AK Dive CUCUMBER 28 23 30.3
 SE AK Dive GEODUCK 55 50 62.5-

northwestfcs.com/fisheries

Moving forward. 
Giving back.
Our mission is to support fisheries and 
agriculture with reliable, consistent credit. As 
a cooperative, our members benefit through 
patronage dividends and our support of rural 
communities.

A century of helping Northwest producers 
has positioned us well to embrace the 
challenges and opportunities ahead. And
we’ll continue moving forward and giving 
back for another 100 years.
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Halibut & Sablefish IFQ Prices
Recent market activity in halibut and sablefish quota shares

Species
Regulatory

Area
Vessel 

Category*
Poundage 
(thousands)

Status 
(blocked/

unblocked)

Ask
(per pound) 

Low High

Offer
(per pound) 

Low High

NOTE:  Halibut prices reflect net weight, sablefish round weight. Pricing for leased shares  
 is expressed as a percentage of gross proceeds. ** Too few to characterize.

*Vessel Categories: A = freezer boats  B = over 60’  C = 35’-60’  D = < 35’

By Mike Painter and the Permit Master

Nothing new in 2C where prices remain high and listings low. Prices in 3A are 
fairly steady and not much recent activity. 3B prices range from the mid $40s to 
$50 for unblocked. The 2017 quotas were just set at press time. Look for new list-
ings to start coming now that sellers know what they have to deal with.
A few recent sales of unblocked SE Sablefish IFQ moved at just under $30. Not 
much going on in WY with very little available. Very little CG on the market also. 
Bigger WG are moving for around $12. Nothing new further west. Activity should 
pick up as soon as RAM starts issuing permits for the new season.

 H 2C D 1-10 B 60.00-64.00 56.00-60.00

 H 2C C/B 1-3 B 65.00-67.00 58.00-62.00

 H 2C C/B 4-10 B 67.00-68.00 62.00-64.00

 H 2C C/B ANY U 68.00-70.00 66.00-68.00

 H 2C A  B/U 70.00 68.00

 H 3A D  B/U 48.00-58.00 46.00-52.00

 H 3A C/B 1-5 B 50.00-55.00 47.00-50.00

 H 3A C/B 5-10 B 55.00-58.00 48.00-52.00

 H 3A C/B >10 U 57.00-60.00 54.00-56.00

 H 3A A  B/U 60.00 60.00

 H 3B D  B 30.00-36.00 30.00-35.00

 H 3B C/B 1-10 B 44.00-46.00 42.00-44.00

 H 3B C/B >10 U 50.00 43.00-44.00

 H 3B A  B/U N/A 46.00

 H 4A D  B/U 16.00-24.00 14.00-18.00

 H 4A C/B 1-10 B 23.00-26.00 18.00-22.00

 H 4A C/B >10 B 24.00-28.00 20.00-24.00

 H 4A C/B >10 U 30.00-32.00 22.00-26.00

 H 4B/C/D C/B 1-10 B 12.00-20.00 10.00-15.00

 H 4B/C/D C/B >10 B/U 20.00-25.00 15.00-16.00

 S SE C/B 1-10 B 24.00-27.00 22.00-24.00

 S  SE C/B >10 U 29.00-30.00 28.00-29.00

 S SE A  B/U 32.00 30.00

 S WY C/B 1-10 B 24.00-27.00 22.00-25.00

 S  WY C/B >10 U 28.00-30.00 26.00-28.00

 S WY A  B/U 30.00 30.00

 S CG C/B 1-10 B 20.00-22.00 16.00-20.00

 S CG C/B >10 U 26.00-28.00 23.00-24.00

 S CG A  B/U 32.00 30.00

 S WG C/B 1-10 B 11.00-13.00 8.00-10.00

 S WG C/B >10 B 12.00-14.00 10.00-12.00

 S WG C/B/A >10 U 14.00-17.00 12.00-16.00

 S AI C/B/A  B/U 1.00-4.00 .50-2.00

 S BS C/B  B/U 1.50-5.00 .75-3.00

 S BS A  B/U 4.00-6.00 3.00-4.00

HOMER
MARINE
TRADES
ASSOCIATION

WWW.HOMERMARINETRADES.COM

Choose
 Homer for
  Your Boat
   Work

Homer
59 36'02oN
151 24'34oW

Alaska Boats & Permits, Inc.

www.alaskaboat.com
alaskaboats@gmail.com

Homer, Alaska

IFQs • PERMITS • VESSELS
FULL SERVICE MARINE BROKERAGE

(800) 992-4960 • (907) 235-4966
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LISTINGS WANTED!!!

IFQ: ALL AREAS
BOATS: ALL KINDS

PERMITS: ALL TYPES  
 

JOIN OUR LIST OF
SATISFIED CUSTOMERS.

CALL TODAY.
 

BUYERS ARE WAITING.

www.permitmaster.com

—IFQ—

NEW LISTINGS DAILY. CALL FOR QUOTES  
OR CHECK OUT OUR COMPLETE LIST  

ON THE WEB — $/F = FISHED

CALL FOR A COMPLETE LIST OF VESSELS FOR SALE
INCLUDING MANY BOAT/PERMIT PACKAGES

Toll Free: 888-588-1001

4315 N. 8th St., Tacoma, WA 98406

  
  

ONLINE @ www.permitmaster.com Email: vessels@permitmaster.com Fax: 360-293-4180

IFQs • VESSELS • PERMITS
E X C E P T I O N A L  F U L L  S E R V I C E  B R O K E R A G E

— PERMITS —

THE PERMIT MASTER
HERRING
SITKA SEINE ...................................WANTED
PWS SEINE .......................................... $21K
COOK INLET SEINE ............................... $11K
KODIAK SEINE ...................................... $26K
SE GILLNET .......................................... $12K
KODIAK GILLNET .....................................N/A
NORTON SOUND .................................... $2K
HOONAH POUND .....................................N/A
CRAIG POUND .........................................N/A
PWS POUND ...........................................N/A
SALMON 
S.E. DRIFT ............................................ $90K
PWS DRIFT ........................................ $170K
COOK INLET DRIFT ..................................N/A
COOK INLET SET ...........................$50K/PKG
AREA M DRIFT ........................................N/A
AREA M SET ...........................................N/A
BBAY DRIFT ....................................... $133K
BBAY SET............................................. $45K
SE SEINE ........................................... $225K 
PWS SEINE ........................................ $175K
COOK INLET SEINE ............................... $87K
KODIAK SEINE ...................................... $35K
CHIGNIK SEINE ................................... $190K

AREA M SEINE ..................................... $60K
POWER TROLL ..................................... $35K
HAND TROLL ..................................... $10.5K
PUGET SOUND DRIFT ........................... $19K
PUGET SOUND SEINE .............. $175K W/NET
SHELLFISH
SE DUNGY 300 POT ........................WANTED
SE DUNGY 225 POT ............................. $65K 
SE DUNGY 150 POT ........................WANTED 
SE DUNGY 75 POT ..........................WANTED
SE POT SHRIMP ................................... $22K
KODIAK TANNER <60' .......................... $28K 
OR DUNGY 58'/500 POT ..................WANTED
WA DUNGY 58'/500 POT .................WANTED
DIVE
SE GEODUCK ........................... MAKE OFFER
SE CUCUMBER ..................................... $28K
MISC.
CHATHAM BLACKCOD .......................... CALL
CAL NEAR SHORE ...........................WANTED
CAL DUNGY 46'/350 POT  .................. $215K
CAL LOBSTER .................................... $130K
WA TROLL ............................................ $30K
WA TROLL LEASE ................................... $6K

EXCEPTIONAL “FULL” SERVICE
BROKERAGE SAMPLES

ANY# “C” SE BCOD UNBLKD @ WANTED
8500# “C” SE BCOD UNBLKD @ $28/SOLD

2,200# “C” WY BCOD BLKD @ $25
3,500# “C” CG BCOD BLKD @ $22

ANY# “B/C” CG BCOD UNBLKD @ WANTED
7,000# “B” AI BCOD BLKD @ $3

75,000# “B” AI BCOD UNBLKD @ $3.10
18,000# “B” BS BCOD UNBLKED @ $5

ANY# “B/C/D” 2C HAL BLKD @ WANTED
ANY# “B/C” 3A HAL UN/BLKD @ WANTED

4600# “C” 3A BLKD @ $55
1000# “D” 3A HAL BLKD@ $53

ANY# “B/C” 3B HAL UN/BLKD @ WANTED
3,000# “C” 4A HAL BLKD @ $25

P2269M – 76' STEEL COMBO, GMC MAIN, JOHN DEERE 
55KW AUX, ISUZU 23KW AUX, 24 TON RSW W/STONE TI-
TANIUM CHILLER. 2 HOLDS CARRY 70K/50K. PACKS 7,500 
GAL FUEL, 2,500 GAL WATER, 800 GAL HYDRAULIC OIL, 
750 GAL DECK TANK FOR TENDERING. 10" RYAN PUMP 
W/COMPLETE TENDER SET UP. COMPLETE ELECTRONICS. 
LOTS OF RECENT UPGRADES. VERY WELL MAINTAINED. 
ASKING $375K.

P2273M – 42 X 14 SUNNFJORD FLUSH DECK COMBO, 
6081 JOHN DEERE MAIN, ZF RED GEAR, NORTHERN LI-
TES 9KW AUX. MAIN HOLD TANKED PACKS 7K DUNGIES. 
2 OTHER HOLDS PACK 10K SALMON IN BRAILERS IN 
SLUSH. SLIDING REEL W/AUTO LEVELWIND. LONGLINE 
HAULER AND CAMERAS FOR ELECTRONIC MONITORING. 
COMPLETE ELECTRONICS. VERY WELL SET UP AND MAIN-
TAINED. ASKING $225K. 

P2272M – 58 X 16 HANSEN, 500HP CUMMINS KTA 19 
MAIN, 30KW JOHN DEERE, IMS RSW. MAIN BOOM SLID-
ER, TWIN PICKING BOOMS. FURUNO RADAR AND SOUND-
ER, COMNAV PILOT. LOTS OF RECENT UPGRADES AND 
MAINTENANCE, INCLUDING NEW WIRING, NEW BOOMS 
AND WINCHES, NEW HYDRAULIC HOSES. ASKING $225K. 

P2260M – CLASSIC 36' MEL MARTIN STERNPICKER, 2K 
HOURS ON NEW CUMMINS QSB 5.9 AND ZF GEAR W/ZF 
ELECTRONIC CONTROLS. GILLNET REEL W/LEVELWIND. 
COMPLETE ELECTRONICS INCLUDE RAYTHEON RADAR, 
SOUNDER AND PLOTTER. AUTO PILOT. SE PACKAGE AVAIL-
ABLE FOR $167.5K W/PERMIT AND GEAR. BOAT ONLY 
$79K.

P2202M – 58 X 22 X 10.5 STEEL COMBO BUILT IN 1992, 
CAT 3408 MAIN, ZF GEAR, 80KW AND 30KW AUX, 18 TON 
AND 25 TON RSW FOR 3 HOLDS THAT PACK 125K TOTAL. 
LOADED WITH UP TO DATE REDUNDANT ELECTRONICS 
INCLUDING OLEX, SIMRAD ES70 AND FURUNO TZ TOUCH. 
RIGGED FOR SEINE, POT FISHING AND SET UP FOR LONG-
LINE WITH COMPLETELY ENCLOSED SHELTER DECK W/
MARCO MKII AUTO LONG LINE SYSTEM INCLUDING 40 
SKATES OF GEAR. VERSATILE LIMIT BOAT THAT CAN DO IT 
ALL FOR ONLY $1.725M.

P2257M – 1983 FLUSH DECK SHORE, VOLVO TAMD70D 
MAIN, TWIN DISC GEAR, DUAL CONSTANT FLOW HYDRAU-
LIC PUMPS, NEW HYD HOSES AND VALVE BANK IN 2015, 
7.5 TON RSW. SEAMAR RADIAL DRIVE ARTICULATING 
DRUM. GARMIN PLOTTERS. LOTS OF SPARES, INCLUDING 
ENGINE, GEAR, SHAFT AND STARTER. 2ND OWNER, VERY 
WELL MAINTAINED. ONLY $160K.

P2267M – 58 X 19.6 COMBO, CURRENTLY RIGGED FOR 
CRAB AND SEINE. GMC 12V71 MAIN, TWIN DISC GEAR, 
JOHN DEERE 65KW AUX W/HYDRAULICS, 18 TON IMS RSW. 
PACKS 85K SALMON IN 2 HOLDS. PACKS 3,500 GAL FUEL, 
1000 GAL WATER. COMPLETE MODERN ELECTRONICS 
PACKAGE. REDUCED TO $875K.

P2235M – 32 X 14.6 HYDRAULIC FISHING SUPPLY STERN-
PICKER, TWIN 430HP VOLVOS W/1400 HOURS SINCE 
OVERHAUL IN 2009, NEW IMS RSW. CONSTANT FLOW HYD 
W/NEW DRIVES, NARROW REEL W/LEVELWIND. NEW POW-
ER STEERING. LOTS OF UPGRADES. WELL MAINTAINED. 
COMES W/EVERYTHING. TURN-KEY. ASKING $275K. PER-
MIT AVAILABLE.
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FOR SALE
49' professional built ferro 
cement troller, low time  
Cummins, large hold with  
new slush tank, all gear.  
Pool insured for $100k.  
Retiring, make offer.
Turnkey boat, sleeps 5.
Permit available.  
(360) 808-1966.  
popesurvey@aol.com

The F/V Morgan  
is ready to fish 

your IFQs!
The F/V Morgan is a 32' Delta, available 
to fish all classes of quota in all areas. 
It’s a like-new, fully-equipped, clean, 
and comfortable boat. Professional 
crew with 15+ years experience in 
the fishery. Flexible schedule and 
competitive rates. No #2s, best prices. 
For more information, contact 
Jonathan Pavlik  •  (907) 314-0714 Cell  •  (907) 784-3032 Home

AVAILABLE TO HARVEST YOUR IFQS!

Contact Norman @ 509-675-0304 or alaskanorm@centurylink.net

We deliver quality product!
F/V Sherrie Marie, 61’ Steel long-
liner, available for hired skipper and 
walk-ons. 30+ years experience 
in fishery. Excellent, fully equipped 
boat, seasoned professional crew 
with HIGH QUALITY standards. 
All fish is delivered bled and iced. 
Competitive rates and references.

AVAILABLE TO FISH YOUR IFQS!

F/V Masonic, 70' classic halibut 
schooner. Well maintained and 

updated. Walk-ons or hired skipper. 
Skipper with 30+ years experience. 

Very seasoned excellent crew. 
Friendly, easy-going attitude aboard. 

Compare our rates.  
References available.

Contact: Bill Lewis at (907) 738-1054 or williamcampbelllewis@gmail.com
Pacific Fishing March ‘17

(206)789-5101
(800)683-0297

See all our listings at www.dockstreetbrokers.com.

Dock Street Brokers

HALIBUT IFQ

3A-C-B:    1,800 lbs ...........asking $54.00
3B-C-B:    3,500 lbs ...........asking $44.00
4A-B-U:  25,000 lbs...........asking $31.00
4A-B-B:    8,000 lbs...........asking $28.00
4C-B-U:  11,500 lbs...........asking $25.00

SABLEFISH IFQ

AI-C-B:      5,000 lbs  ............make offer
BS-C-B:    1,300 lbs  ............... asking $1.50
SE-C-U:    5,000 lbs  ...........asking $30.00
WG-B-B:    5,500 lbs ...........asking $13.00
WY-C-B:    4,000 lbs ...........asking $27.00

Selling your boat?
Low 5% Commission
Non-Exclusive Listing  

You retain the right 
to sell your own vessel.

We are here to help 
with all your vessel, 

permit or IFQ needs.

BB16-001  32’x12’x3’ fiberglass Bay 
boat built by American Commercial 
Marine in 1984.  RSW, flush deck, 
and thruster all new in 2010.  320 
hp CAT 3208T with 2012 rebuild.  
GPS, VHF, radar, sounder, and (2) 
inverters.  Reduced to $150,000.

LL16-021  58’x17’x8’ steel longliner, 
built in 1972.  400 hp  Cummins 
855, Northern Lights 30 kw & 12 
kw gen sets.  Boom w/ vanging and 
PL4 winch.  17” Kolstrand hauler, 
30 skate Kolstrand longline reel w/ 
levelwind, crucifier w/ brush cleaner.  
OLEX plotter, radar, ComNav 
autopilot, (2) GPS, computer w/ 
Nobeltec and Mac Sea software.  
Asking $390,000.

SE17-001  58’x16.5’x7’ steel seiner/
pot boat, built in 1949 by Long 
Marine.  Cat D343 main rated at 
330 hp.  Isuzu 30 kw gen set.  15 
ton IMS RSW system.  Electronics 
include Furuno radar, (2) VHF, (2) 
GPS, Furuno sounder, ComNav 
autopilot, computer w/ NobelTec.  
Packs appr. 55,000#.  New galley 
appliances.  Asking $400,000.

TR17-001  40’x11.5’x5’ fiberglass 
troller built by Uniflite in 1979.  GMC 
6V53 w/ 110 hp. Twin Disc 506 
w/ 2.96:1 ratio. Packs 6.5k lbs in 
fiberglass fish holds. (2) newly rebuilt 
3 spool Kolstrand gurdies.  Full 
electronics.  (3) berths, head, shower 
and hotwater.  Asking $125,000.

FISH YOUR IFQ’s
56' F/V Ilona B will fish your IFQ’s in most areas. 
I can beat most rates. Private stateroom for walk 
on’s. 20 years of exp. Have references available. 
(907) 738-1902. pcrenna@gmail.com.

FOR SALE
Have two California light-market Brail Boat 
licenses for sale. Call Don. (949) 279-9369. 
Prices reduced to $250,000 U.S. dollars.

WANTED
California near-shore permit needed. Right away! 
Buyer will pay $50,000. Has secured other permit. 
Please call Don. (949) 279-9369.
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FOR SALE
F/V HADASSAH. 58x19' Delta Seiner, longliner, 
pot boat. 343 main; 30kw generator, 7-1/2, 9 kw 
Northern Lights Generator; upgrades include new 
awlgrip paint job and visor addition; complete 
new RSW system, 2015 rebuilt transmission, 
replaced stainless fuel lines and day tank; large 
rolling chalks; UHMW guards; metalized hydro 
valves and stainless lines; bulbous bow; Furuno 
sonar; many more upgrades. Also available: 19' 
Rozema Skiff, net, long line gear, cod pots and 
pot gear. (907) 399 7219.

FOR SALE
Lightboat for sale with permit boat is also a 
solid fiberglass Coast Guard certified charter 
boat priced to sell. $750,000 dollars. Call Don. 
(949) 279-9369.

FOR SALE
54-ton California market squid purse permit. 
Never been upgraded. Priced to sell quickly. $1.1 
million. Call Don. (949) 279-9369.

FOR SALE
Awesome 38 foot 2014 Lobster boat with 
California Lobster permit. $375,000.00 dollars. 
Rigged and ready to fish. Holds 100 lobster traps 
on deck. Call Don. (949) 279-9369

FOR SALE
Have several California lobster permits for  
sale. Some with traps. Priced to sell. Call Don 
Brockman. (949) 279-9369.

FOR SALE
Monk designed 46 x 14 fiberglass Gillnet/ 
Combo vessel. Completed 1980 in Port 
Townsend by Chinook Marine. CAT 3208T, 7.5 
ton RSW, 12' bow thruster, 10 KW hydraulic gen-
erator, 2 Cessna hydraulic pumps, 18,000 lbs 
capacity, 960 fuel, 300 water. Reinforced alumi-
num reel on tracks, trolling pole tops, complete 
electronics, spacious quarters. Extensive refit in 
2006-07. Large inventory of spares. Dry stored 
in Petersburg. $260,000. (206) 605-8747

Satellite telephones,  
MSAT-G2 2-Way radio  
hardware, new and  
used PTT handsets

Iridum antennas, Iridium  
and Globalstar sat phones

Sat Phones MSAT-Iridium-Globalstar
Batteries and  

accessories 
Coax cables built 

to spec

Owner:
Mike Barnacastle 

toll free: (877) 792-8972  •  p: (520) 824-2261
w: www.mjsales.net  •  e: satdish@vtc.net

FOR HIRE
California Purse Seiner with squid permit. 
Holds 80 tons of RSW of squid. Priced to sell 
quickly. $2.6 million includes skiff, squid  
permit and net for fishing. Call Don. (949)  
279-9369.

FOR SALE – F/V Marauder
58x19' Seiner, King, Tanner, Dungeness crab-
ber, Tender, easily converted to longliner. Vessel 
is essentially new from major reconstruction in 
2014. V1271 Detroit, 65KW John Deere Gener-
ator, 18 ton IMS RSW, Basically Turn Key Oper-
ation, Survey available. Asking $975,000.00 
for more information contact Steve Thomassen 
(907) 305-0993
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Powerful  
Solutions.

F/V Patriot
Owned by Mike Pettis
Built by Giddings Boatworks in Charleston, OR 
QSK19 Engine

British Columbia/Alberta: Aaron Bruce (604) 220-3765
Oregon/ Washington/Alaska: Mike Fourtner (360) 742-2864
California/Hawaii: Tom O’Connor (510) 347-6614

salesandservice.cummins.com

Cummins offers a full range of EPA Tier 3 propulsion and auxiliary solutions from 6.7 
to 38 liters. Cummins Tier 3 product line applies advanced combustion technology 
to reduce emissions in-cylinder without the need for aftertreatment and will serve as 
the platform for more stringent emissions upcoming in the U.S. and globally. These 
engines run cleaner and stronger with exceptional dependability and durability. Let 
our marine professionals help navigate you and improve your bottom line.
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Workers install a rebuilt crane aboard the F/V Cornelia Marie. Jeff Pond photo

when a crane is not in use, it should be secured so that wave 
action doesn’t move it around.

Power maintenance: Maintaining a crane’s power system 
is also important.

“Ultimately, a crane is only as reliable as the hydraulic 
system that powers it,” said Lance Washburn, sales manager 
for Seattle-based Maximum Performance Hydraulics (MPH). 
“As with any hydraulic system, filtration is the key to  
component longevity and should be on the same  
maintenance schedule as the oil in the crane gearboxes – 
changed annually.”

When choosing a crane type, Washburn recommends  
opting for the most straightforward approach.

“Generally speaking, the simplest crane design that 
will accomplish a given task is the best solution,” he said.  
“Added design complexity increases the initial cost, the 
annual maintenance cost, and the cost to repair and/or 
rebuild the crane in the future.”

Rebuilding is part of any crane’s long-term use.  
Washburn’s company has done high-profile rebuilds for the 
Global Seas LLC pollock trawler Defender and the Glacier 
Fish Co. factory trawler Northern Glacier.

Washburn said rebuilds generally run at about 30 to 50 
percent of the cost of complete replacement.

“Since these major crane repairs tend to happen during 
shipyard visits, this can help provide a vessel owner with 
a larger budget for other required work onboard,” he said.  

“Like any repair, though, the customer needs to know that 
the repair facility has the personnel, equipment, and expertise 
to perform the work correctly, as a repair with shortcuts 
and improper work will result in failure, usually at the most  
inopportune time.”

Crane command: While crane design is well-established, 
crane control has entered the digital age. Wireless crane  
control systems allow maneuvering from anywhere on a  
vessel, and MPH’s wireless system has a 650-foot range.

“Wireless control technology has made huge advance-
ments in reliability and durability compared to the early  
systems produced in the 1990s,” Washburn said.

Wireless control units eliminate the need for pilot pumps, 
tubing, and associated maintenance, he said.

Regarding up-and-coming crane technology, Jacob, the 
Palfinger sales manager, said precise operation through a 
“completely robotized system” would be groundbreaking.

Jacob worked as a mechanical engineer in Norway 
before working for Palfinger and has “a strong passion for  
product development, robotics programming, and design.” 
He believes robotic cranes have strong potential and is  
working with a crab fisherman on a fully automatic crab pot 
handling system.

“If we can come up with a solution that is completely 
human-free, where you just have to push a button and the 
crane knows where to go and what to do, that would be a 
huge revolution for the industry and also for us,” he said.  
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