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Marketing can be a weird science.
Certainly, the seafood industry is marketing savvy. In particular, indus-

try players have long recognized “Alaska” as a golden word. The Alaska  
Seafood Marketing Institute says Alaska seafood ranks among the top three 
food “brands” on U.S. restaurant menus.

It’s odd, then, to see a recent move to change the legal market name of  
pollock from “Alaska pollock” to just “pollock.”

What? Dump Alaska from the market name of such a valuable and  
abundant fish?

That seems like dropping Abbott from Abbott and Costello.
To Alaska pollock producers, however, it makes sense.
A trade association, Genuine Alaska Pollock Producers, is asking the U.S. 

Food and Drug Administration to change the pollock market name. Members of 
Congress, including all four senators from Alaska and Washington state, signed 
a Sept. 23 letter to the FDA in support of GAPP’s request.

The reason for the request is Russia. It seems those darned Russians are  
peddling pollock caught in their waters as “Alaska pollock,” misleading  
consumers. Russian pollock is “inferior fish” and not as sustainably  
managed as real Alaska pollock, the state’s congressional delegation said in a 
press release.

“We should not let Russian fishermen capitalize on Alaska’s brand,” said U.S. 
Sen. Mark Begich, D-Alaska.

Russian pollock might indeed be inferior, but it’s worth noting that the  
Bering Sea pollock stock is to some degree transboundary. That is, the fish swim 
in both U.S. and Russian waters.

Anyway, GAPP sees some wisdom in changing the legal market name – 
who even knew there was a legal market name – from Alaska pollock to just 
pollock. That way, presumably, U.S. producers could continue marketing  
their catch as “Alaska pollock,” while Russian supplies couldn’t carry  
that designation.

It’ll be interesting to see how the FDA handles this issue.
      

Don’t miss it: We’ve got plenty of great offerings in this issue, including 
a roundup of the 2014 Pacific salmon season, a feature on a growing British 
Columbia seafood cooperative, our boat of the month profile, and a look at an 
ambitious effort to rehabilitate struggling king crab stocks.

I’d like to call special attention to another item – an interview with Jim  
Balsiger of the National Marine Fisheries Service. Balsiger has been the federal 
government’s top fish man in Alaska for many years, and he’s seen incredible 
changes in the nation’s top-producing seafood state.

He addresses topics such as Gulf of Alaska catch shares, U.S. relations with 
Russia, and the status of the halibut stock.

I promise you’ll learn a lot from reading our Q&A with Balsiger. I know  
I did.

Wesley Loy is editor of Pacific Fishing magazine and producer of Deckboss, a blog 
on Alaska commercial fisheries. You can reach him at editor@pacificfishing.com or  
(206) 324-5644, ext. 234.
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Keeping upYoUr BUSINESS

It’s FRee! It’s dAILY!*
It’s the best commercial fishing news digest 
available in the North Pacific. Here’s some of 
what you missed by not reading Fish Wrap.

FishWrap

*You can subscribe to Fish Wrap by sending an email to circulation@nwpublishingcenter.com. Write your first 
name, your last name, and the words “Fish Wrap.” Do it now, before you go another month without Fish Wrap.

Lampreys feast on Fraser run: The parasitic Pacific lamprey 
is taking a bite out of the estimated more than 21 million sockeye 
returning to the Fraser River this year – a bumper harvest but short 
of the unexpectedly high returns of 2010. – Vancouver Sun 

Watch list revamp in effect: Twenty-one species of fish made 
the leap Tuesday off a watch list of seafood to avoid as unsustain-
ably overfished, leaving conservationists and many fishermen and 
chefs celebrating the turnaround of a West Coast fishing ground 
declared an economic disaster area by the federal government just 
14 years ago. – SFGate

B.C. spill size was lowballed: Imperial Metals’ estimate of the 
size of the spill from its Mount Polley mine tailings dam collapse is 
nearly 70 percent greater than the initial estimate. – Vancouver Sun

‘Super profits’ for salmon farmers: A price hike of 50  
percent or so in 2013 translated into fat earnings – dubbed “super 
profits” by analysts – for salmon farmers worldwide, especially  
in northern Europe. – Undercurrent News

Putting Alaska to work at sea: The state of Alaska, the  
University of Alaska, and representatives from the fishing and 
marine industries created a plan to increase the number of in-state 
residents working in maritime careers. – KDLG 

Open markets limit Russian impact: Because of robust  
markets elsewhere for some of the products favored by Russians 
– like salmon caviar – the showdown may be more about politics 
than economics. – KCAW 

Unusual warming in Gulf of Alaska: Government scientists 
say they are “watching a persistent expanse of exceptionally warm 
water spanning the Gulf of Alaska that could send reverberations 
through the marine food web.” – Pacific Fishing Editor Wesley Loy, 
writing in his Deckboss blog

Pacific Fishing welcomes new editor: Pacific Fishing, the 
business magazine for fishermen, is pleased to announce veteran  
fisheries journalist Wesley Loy will assume the editor’s chair of the  
35-year-old media enterprise. – Press release

U.S. fishing worth $90 billion: Taken together, commercial 
and recreational fishing contributed nearly $90 billion to the U.S.  
economy in 2012, according to Hamilton Project data, including 
over 1.5 million jobs for American workers. – Business Insider

Warming robs U.S. of Fraser sockeye: A quirk of nature has 
handed B.C. commercial fishermen a huge catch of sockeye salmon 
this summer, while leaving their American counterparts almost 
empty-handed. – Surrey Leader

High prices for halibut: Halibut prices are back in the  
nose-bleed range, near to or topping $7 a pound at major ports. –  
Pacific Fishing columnist Laine Welch, reporting for Alaska Fish Radio

Doubt remains on Fraser run: The Fraser River’s sockeye run 
is being hailed as exceptional by fisheries experts even though 

there is considerable doubt about how many millions of salmon 
remain at sea and how many of those fish should be caught.  
– The Globe and Mail

New fishing group weighs in on MSA: The new organization 
wants to ensure that Congress makes protecting fish stocks a  
priority as it prepares to reauthorize the nation’s most important 
law governing the harvest of seafood in federal waters. – KCAW

Illegal fishing leads to piracy: Large commercial vessels 
illegally stripping the sea of fish are driving some desperate local 
fishermen to become pirates who in turn harass merchant fleets so 
they can feed their families. – NBC News

Alaska leads in stock counts: An analysis by the Government 
Accountability Office found wide variations in how frequently fish 
stock assessments are conducted, chiefly based on geography. 
Counts in Alaska, for example, far outnumber those in the Gulf of 
Mexico or in the Atlantic. – Montgomery Advertiser

NMFS releases observer plan: The National Marine  
Fisheries Service has released a draft plan for how the agency 
intends to assign fishery observers to vessels taking part in  
Alaska’s groundfish and halibut fisheries during 2015.  
– Pacific Fishing Editor Wesley Loy, writing in his Deckboss blog

Huge support for Pebble restrictions: Alaskans alone sent 
roughly 20,000 comments supporting the proposed protections. 
– SitNews 

Push for GM salmon approval: A group of 90 scientists and 
biotechnology execs from around the world are pushing President 
Obama to expedite approval of genetically modified salmon for 
U.S. markets. – Pacific Fishing columnist Laine Welch, reporting for 
Alaska Fish Radio

Pebble challenges EPA: The legal showdown between the  
Environmental Protection Agency and the group behind the giant 
Pebble mining prospect near Bristol Bay is coming to a head, with 
the first oral arguments in one case set for Friday morning in 
Anchorage and the recent filing of a second lawsuit that claims the 
agency illegally colluded with mine foes. – Alaska Dispatch News

Stable quotas predicted for Alaska crab: Bering Sea crab 
scientists and stakeholders met last week to discuss the outlook for 
Alaska’s biggest crab fisheries that open Oct. 15. The takeaway was 
that the stocks of red king crab, bairdi, and snow crab all showed 
big increases in mature size classes, based on data from the annual 
summer surveys. – Pacific Fishing columnist Laine Welch, writing  
in SitNews

GM salmon banned in California: AB-504, authored by 
Assemblyman Wes Chesbro, D-Arcata, extends the prohibition of 
spawning or cultivating so-called “transgenic salmonids” in the 
Pacific Ocean to all waters of the state. The hatchery production 
and stocking of such fish is also prohibited. – The Press Democrat
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THE FIRST STEEL HULL FISHING VESSEL FROM DELTA HAS ARRIVED 
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YoUr BUSINESS Squid fishery

California’s 
ocean conditions 
drive unusual 
squid season

When populations surge, squid is California’s most valuable fishery. all photos by amy Majors

by DaniEl Mintz 

New precedent: On a mid-September 
afternoon, a sleep-deprived Pete Guglielmo 
of Southern Cal Seafood was doing  
something unexpected – coordinating truck 
transport of thousands of pounds of squid 
from a very unlikely place. 

Guglielmo was in Eureka, well north  
of the Southern California epicenter of the 
typical squid harvest. Two of his fishing 
and processing company’s six vessels were 
seining squid about 10 miles north of Hum-
boldt Bay, and Guglielmo was grappling 
with the logistics of moving catches from  
Eureka’s fishing dock to one of his compa-
ny’s processing plants in Watsonville. 

In the previous three days of fishing, 
Guglielmo’s operation had hauled in 320 
short tons (640,000 pounds) of squid. If that 
sounds like a lot, consider that the state’s 

April-to-March season quota is 118,000 tons.
As of Sept. 19, about 90,000 short tons 

had been landed in a season that saw a 
booming start out of Monterey, whose  
landings accounted for about two-thirds 
of the total. Typical seasons see the state’s 

southern ports dominating, but this year 
has been anything but typical.

Monterey’s volume of squid was signifi-
cantly higher than Southern California’s in 
April, May, and June. Boats from Ventura, 
San Pedro, and other southern locations 
headed north and by June, there were 30 to 
40 boats in Monterey, an area that Gugliel-
mo said usually hosts eight or nine boats. 

Southern landings picked up in July, 
but Monterey’s were still more than twice  
as high. 

“Then the squid started to move north,” 
said Guglielmo, to Moss Landing, Half 
Moon Bay, and then San Francisco Bay. “I 
gave up and said, ‘I guess that’s it.’” 

It wasn’t. Hearing that there had been 
squid sightings in Eureka, Guglielmo gam-
bled on sending vessels there. The payoff 
is what he describes as “a little pop” that 
boosted the year’s squid haul a few notches 
closer to the total catch quota. 

North of normal: Fishermen go where 
the squid are, which is usually not far 
north of Monterey. Though market squid’s 
spawning range can extend as far north 
as Sitka, Alaska, September’s landings in 
Eureka were unprecedented. 

“My sense is that there are some pretty 
interesting El Niño signals in Southern  
California,” said Diane Pleschner-Steele, 
executive director of the California Wetfish 
Producers Association, when asked about 
the northward migration. “They’re not  
saying, ‘This is an El Niño,’ but we’re seeing 
all the signs.” 

She noted the strong presence of yellow- 
fin and bluefin tuna off San Diego, which 

Booth
#313
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could be related to the same conditions that drove squid north. 
September is usually a strong month for squid fishing in  
Southern California but this year, water temperatures there reached 
75 degrees, while temperatures in Eureka’s coastal areas were in 
the 55-degree range. 

Despite its quirks, the season had been pretty good, but as  

catches dropped off, there was doubt about whether the annual 
quota would be met. 

The previous three seasons all closed early, with last year’s  
closing the earliest, on Oct. 18. When squid populations surge, it’s 
the state’s most valuable fishery – from 2010 to 2012, California 

Continued on page 8

seiners go after squid in late september near Malibu, Calif.
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YoUr BUSINESS Squid fishery continued from page 7

squid landings had an ex-vessel value of $206 million as a boom 
cycle surged. 

Although its catch volume is massive, the state’s squid fish-
ery is recognized as being well-managed. In 2003, the Channel  

Hoping for an easy meal.

Islands marine protected areas 
were established, boosting  
productivity. 

The maximum catch limit, 
weekend closures, and a lim-
ited entry program that’s cut 
the fleet from 160 vessels to 66  
vessels were launched in 2005, 
capping the extent of harvest.

Seventy percent of the catch 
is exported to Asia and to  
Mediterranean countries, said 
Pleschner-Steele, with China  
emerging as a major market in 
recent years. 

This year’s price started out 
at a favorable $650 a ton and 
maintained that level. 

But it’s expensive to fish for 
squid. If a port doesn’t have 
squid processing capabilities 
– which is the case in Eureka 
– the catch has to be trucked. 
And since nighttime is when 
squid are most abundant, 
every seiner is paired with a 

second, smaller boat that uses high-power lights to attract squid to 
the water surface. 

Ocean intrigue: If an El Niño is under way, near-term 
squid seasons could be negatively impacted. The forecast as of  
mid-September was uncertain, projecting a 65 percent chance of a 
weak to moderate fall or winter El Niño. 

The unusual movement of squid has attracted the attention  
of scientists.

“We were all pretty intrigued when the reports came in,” said 
Anna Holder, an environmental scientist with the California 
Department of Fish and Wildlife. 

It wasn’t necessarily a surprise that the squid moved north, “but 
that it’s happening so soon is intriguing,” she continued. 

Holder was in Eureka to take biological samples from the squid 
there, and she noted that they looked larger than the squid she’d 
observed in Monterey. She acknowledged the El Niño theory but 
didn’t confirm it as a cause for the squid presence. 

“It could be attributed to water temperatures, it could be part 
of the biology and food conditions in Eureka – the exact reason 
is unknown,” Holder said.

She described it as “an anomaly,” but it could be the start of a 
trend. “Whether it becomes the new normal, we’ll just have to wait 
and see,” she said. 

Predicting squid behavior is an elusive task. They’re hard 
to track, partly because they have a short life cycle of six to  
nine months.

“Salmon, for instance, have a much longer lifespan, and you can 
put a tag on one and follow it around,” Holder said. “With squid, 
you can’t do that.” 

But something’s going on that’s changing the ocean distribution 
of market squid. 

“The overarching impacts of global warming and ocean  
acidification are happening on top of traditional cycles, so things 
are really in a state of flux,” Pleschner-Steele said. “My guess is that 
we’re seeing the end of a boom.”  
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YoUr BUSINESS Crab research
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by JEnniFER HaWKS

Millions of pounds of king crab once 
were harvested each year from the  
Gulf of Alaska. And then, the crabs all  
but vanished.

Nobody knows why the crab fishery  
collapsed. It was shut down in 1982 and 
hasn’t reopened since. The king crab stocks 
still haven’t recovered.

A group of scientists is hoping to better 
understand what went wrong and to per-
fect strategies for releasing hatchery-reared 
crabs into the same waters where they  
once flourished.

Launched in 2006, the Alaska King Crab 
Research, Rehabilitation, and Biology  
program, or AKCRRAB, is an Alaska Sea 
Grant partnership involving regional  
fishermen’s groups, coastal communities, 
the National Marine Fisheries Service, 
the Alutiiq Pride Shellfish Hatchery in 
Seward, the University of Alaska Fairbanks  
School of Fisheries and Ocean Sciences,  
and others.

Its goal is to enhance depressed king 
crab populations throughout Alaska.

“We’re not trying to produce crab  
necessarily at this point,” said Heather 
McCarty, a fishery consultant and co-
chair of the AKCRRAB steering commit-
tee. Rather, it’s an effort to see if hatchery  
science can help rehabilitate the crab stocks, 
she said.

It was a steep learning curve to figure 
out how to successfully harvest wild king 
crab eggs, raise them, and then release the  
juveniles into the wild where they might 
survive and flourish. It had never been 
done before.

“Early on we struggled a little bit,” 
said Ginny Eckert, AKCRRAB’s science  
team leader. “It’s not easy to raise high 

Alaska 
hatchery 
project 
aims 
to revive 
king crab 
stocks

A red king crab  
juvenile. Photos 
courtesy of  
AKCRRAB
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densities in a hatchery and figure 
out what they need to eat and all the  
other things they need. But by 2010, we 
pretty much had mastered the art of  
raising larvae.”

Milestones: They were able to pro-
duce about 100,000 juveniles per year, 
which was a major breakthrough.

In late September 2013, AKCRRAB 
released juveniles into the wild for the  
first time.

More recently, on Aug. 4, the crab scientists 
took another significant step, releasing 11,000 
hatchery-grown juvenile red king crabs into Trident 
Basin near Kodiak.

The essential problem is that crab simply haven’t been 
recruiting, or reproducing, in large numbers in the wild on  
their own.

“Is it because of predators? Is it because the habitat has changed? 
There are a lot of possibilities that are out there,” Eckert said.

In areas of poor recruitment, the hatchery crabs can provide a 
means of trying to understand why the stocks haven’t recovered.

What’s more, scientists can use these tiny test subjects for spinoff 
projects such as developing a method to accurately determine the 
age of a crab. Knowing the age range of stocks can improve fishery 
management success. The AKCRRAB program also can contribute 
to the study of ocean acidification and its impacts on shellfish.

Proceeding cautiously: Although the scientists have mastered 
the techniques of raising crab from eggs to juveniles, they continue 

to refine their methods.
They feel a sense of responsibility in their work. If some-

day hatchery crab are released on a large scale, people need  
confidence that the releases are not only viable but also safe for the 
environment, Eckert said.

Continued on page 12

Juvenile red king crabs just before their release near Old Harbor, alaska.
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YoUr BUSINESS Crab research continued from page 11

To that end, improving crab diets and better understanding their 
genetics are critically important.

The animals AKCRRAB is raising are hatched from  
mothers that mated in the wild, which differs from how salmon  
aquaculture works.

This technique means much of the genetic selection with the crab 
remains in the wild, Eckert said.

“We’re just growing up the animals that would have hatched 
naturally,” she said.

A major challenge of raising crabs is cannibalism in the hatchery 
tank. Theoretically, the cannibalism rate is lower in the wild, where 
baby crabs likely are more spread out.

Another challenge is getting the pregnant females from 
the ocean to the labs. For example, AKCRRAB doesn’t have a  
mechanism to collect blue king crabs at remote St. Matthew Island, 
off the Western Alaska coast.

“But the commercial fishing industry does,” Eckert said. “So 
they’ve been key partners in helping us to collect crab. And to date, 
they’ve done that for us free of charge. If we were to contract with 
a vessel to go to St. Matthew Island and collect crab for us, it would 
be prohibitively expensive.”

Once the crabs are gathered, they might be taken to Dutch  
Harbor, the Pribilof Islands, or Kodiak.

“We’ve developed shipping methods that work really well,”  
Eckert said. The trick is to keep the animals cold, but not too cold, 
and to get them into seawater holding tanks as fast as possible. 
Flight delays typically are the biggest problem.

Tracking the crab: The September 2013 release of juveniles into 
the wild suffered from bad timing. Researchers were able to watch 
the crab for only two days before a government shutdown forced 
them to close up shop.

The Aug. 4 release went better, as researchers were able to  
monitor the juveniles more closely. They continue to 
receive reports of their sightings.

“So there’s definite evidence the crabs can survive,” 
Eckert said. “The challenge is that these crabs are about 5 
millimeters when they’re released. Scuba divers are going 
down and looking for them when the water can be dark 
and murky, so it’s really hard to find a tiny little baby crab 
on the bottom of the ocean. You can’t give them a tag that 
says, ‘Here I am! Here I am!’”

Monitoring of the crabs in the wild has been done to 
some extent using underwater video cameras.

In one experiment, crabs were tethered in place to see 
how predators might be affecting them. Researchers were 
surprised that cod had no interest in eating the crab.

Next year’s crab release is planned for August or  
possibly sooner, again into the waters around Kodiak.

Despite all that AKCRRAB has accomplished, the  
to-do list is growing.

“It takes a lot of money to do all this work, and 
we never have enough money,” Eckert said. “We operate on a  
shoestring budget. The funding comes from a variety of sourc-
es. The commercial fishing industry has been one of the biggest  
contributors in the last year or so. I write proposals to granting agen-
cies, and some of those we’re successful on, but that’s a tough world 
and a tough way to operate a long-term project. We’ve managed to 
stay afloat up to now, but it’s a continual struggle to find funding.  
We’re definitely incredibly grateful for the support that we  
have gotten.”  

Juvenile red king crabs freshly removed  

from their holding tank and ready to  

be counted.

researchers Chris long and Peter Cummiskey 

get ready to go into the water to count crabs  

the day after release.
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YoUr BUSINESS Research by nED ROzEll

One foggy day on St. Paul Island, a woolly mammoth stepped 
onto a trapdoor of greenery. It plunged 30 feet to the floor of a 
cave. There was no exit.

A few thousand years later, a scientist who descended by ladder 
found the mammoth’s tooth amid the bones of other mammoths, 
polar bears, caribou, reindeer, and arctic foxes. Radiocarbon dating 
showed the mammoth died about 6,500 years ago. Here was proof 
that mammoths lived on the Bering Sea island thousands of years 
after the creatures vanished from mainland Alaska.

There began a detective story that attracted a widespread team 
of scientists. They were curious about what finished off the resil-
ient St. Paul mammoth. Was it people with spears and clubs? Polar 
bears? Disease? Starvation? A volcanic eruption?

Mat Wooller was part of a group that visited the island a few 
years ago to pull a core from a crater lake. In the cylinder of mud, 
which held dust and pollen from thousands of years ago, the sci-
entists hoped to find evidence of mammoths, the environment in 
which they lived, and when they might have vanished. Their clues 
included the presence of pollen grains and a fungus that lived on 
animal dung like that dropped by mammoths.

Wooller is a scientist at the University of Alaska Fairbanks who 
uses mass spectrometers at the Alaska Stable Isotope Facility. By 
vaporizing a minute sample, he and his coworkers can estimate 
when the tiny core creatures were alive. Using the same instru-
ments, Wooller and his team have found the birth streams of 
sockeye salmon (by comparing the isotope signatures of different 
waterways with salmon body parts).

Wooller visited St. Paul Island in spring of 2013. From a plat-
form of lake ice, he and others pulled up a coring that represented 
the last 10,000 years of the island’s history.

St. Paul was different at the height of the last ice age. Back then, 
St. Paul was shorefront property on the Bering Land Bridge, which 
extended northward to the Arctic Ocean. As ice sheets melted and 
sea level rose, St. Paul became one of the most remote islands in 
the world. Island living somehow suited the mammoths, which 
persisted on St. Paul more than 5,000 years longer than on main-
land Alaska.

People, blamed by some for the demise of mainland mam-
moths, probably didn’t wipe out the St. Paul mammoth. Humans 
don’t seem to have appeared on the island until seafaring Rus-
sians transported Aleut people there in the late 1700s. Descendants 
of those Aleuts live in the village today.

“Here you have an odd outlier like Wrangel Island,” says 
Wooller, referring to the island north of Siberia where recent mam-
moths were also discovered. “It lets you do the experiment in the 
absence of humans.”

Mammoths probably enjoyed eating the same type of  
vegetation that grows on the island today, Wooller says.

“The modern summer vegetation is lush,” he says. “Things 
have remained fairly as they were in terms of vegetation. If I were 

Continued on page 69

The mammoth 
mystery of 
St. Paul 
Island
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YoUr BUSINESS Processing

In the 17 years since the Navy  
abandoned its base on the remote  
Aleutian island of Adak, the town has 

struggled to reinvent itself as a fishing hub. 
Now, that effort is in jeopardy as another 
processor apparently has failed to take root.

Adak Cod Cooperative made its debut  
in February.

“They closed up about the first of May,” 
said Dave Fraser, a board member for the 
Adak Community Development Corp. 
and himself a former operator of the plant.  
“I was not totally surprised. I was  
disappointed.”

John Lowrance was the force behind 
Adak Cod Cooperative. He was well-known 

by laUREn ROSEntHal

as the founder and former owner of Leader 
Creek Fisheries, a Bristol Bay salmon  
processor. Lowrance did not respond 
to repeated requests for comment for  
this story.

“He took a gamble on us,” said Layton 
Lockett, Adak’s city manager.

Lowrance agreed to pay the city $2.03 
million for processing lines, and he signed a 
20-year building lease with landlord Aleut 
Enterprise, a subsidiary of the Aleut Corp. 
On top of that, he invested in new equip-
ment to produce individual cod fillets – a 
first in the plant’s history.

This year also saw a new fishery manage-
ment scheme. The total allowable catch for 
Bering Sea and Aleutian Islands cod was 
reduced and split by region. The Aleutian 
allocation was a mere 7,000 metric tons, 
compared to the 10,000-metric-ton deliver-
ies that the Adak plant saw in its heyday.

Despite the low allocation, Adak Cod 
had competition: American Seafoods sent 
a mothership to the area to take deliveries 
from a handful of catcher vessels. The past 
year of landing data in Adak is confidential, 
according to the National Marine Fisheries 
Service, so it’s not clear how big a share the 
mothership took.

After the federal fishery closed in 
March, the plant scaled back for the 
state-run season. Many of the 250 work-
ers were sent home – and by late spring, 
the factory was shut down, following a  
now-familiar pattern of operations.

There are still fresh halibut shipments 
leaving Adak through another company. 
And at least one new entity has expressed  
serious interest in picking up where Adak 
Cod left off. But there was no deal in place 
as of early October.

Rough history: Adak residents are  
nervous about the latest closure, but the 
local government is cautiously optimistic.

“There’s been no legal-type action that 
says we’re in repossession or anything of 
that nature,” Lockett said. “So that makes 
us feel comfortable.”

The plant has a tumultuous history.
The Aleut Corp. first leased the facility 

to Adak Fisheries in 1998. Other investors 
and part-owners came and went, but com-
pany founder Kjetil Solberg was a resilient  
presence. His relationship with the landlord 

the shuttered seafood processing plant on remote adak island. Photos by lauren rosenthal

Adak dealt setback as another
                                  fish processor folds
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was strained, to say the least.
In 2009, Adak Fisheries filed for  

bankruptcy.
Adak’s economy would have its own 

troubles. The city sold off its troubled 
electric utility, only to be hit with major 
rate increases. Many residents left town. 
The fish plant stayed dark until 2011, when 
Icicle Seafoods signed a 25-year agreement 
with Aleut Enterprise. 

Icicle closed its Adak operation after two 
years, citing concerns about the health of 
the region’s cod resource and “regulatory 
uncertainty.”

After Icicle left, the processing equipment 
reverted back to a Solberg creditor, Inde-
pendence Bank of Rhode Island, which put 
it up for auction.

Convinced that a piecemeal sale of the 
equipment would be the death of the plant, 
Lockett rounded up $1.5 million in munici-
pal funds, plus a contribution from Adak’s 
community development group, to make 
the winning bid for the lot.

Within three months, Adak Cod Coopera-
tive signed on.

Help coming? Although Adak was  
dismayed to see Lowrance and his com-
pany go, there’s almost no ill will within  
the community.

“The regulatory environment that he 
had to operate in was pretty challenging,”  
Fraser said.

The Pacific cod fishery isn’t rationalized. 
That’s how a mothership was able to mus-
cle in on Adak Cod Cooperative last winter.

“You’d have to suffer through at least one 
more year like that until there’s really hope 
of some community protections,” Fraser said.

In October, the North Pacific Fishery 
Management Council was to consider 
giving catcher vessels priority – and 
requiring them to deliver cod to west-
ern Aleutian shore plants. A draft report 
predicts “substantial community-level 
impacts in the form of increased economic 
activity” for Adak.

Lockett and other residents just want the 
town to stabilize. Getting the fish plant back 
on its feet is important, but Lockett also is 
looking at other prospects such as shipping 
and bulk storage, plus a sustainable power 
system to replace costly diesel fuel.  

a wide view of the idle adak seafood processing plant.

Adak dealt setback as another
                                  fish processor folds
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YoUr BUSINESS Management

James W. Balsiger is the longtime Alaska 
regional administrator for the National 
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s  
National Marine Fisheries Service.

He started in the position in 2000. From 
2008-10, during the Bush administration, 
he served as acting chief of NMFS at the  
agency’s headquarters in Silver Spring, 
Maryland.

Much of Balsiger’s college education 
was focused on forestry. He ultimately 
earned a doctorate from the University of  
Washington in quantitative ecology and 
natural resource management.

For many years, he has served as the  
U.S. government commissioner on the  
International Pacific Halibut Commission.

Balsiger recently agreed to field  
questions from Pacific Fishing Editor Wesley 
Loy on a range of topics including the  
agency’s budget, fishery “rationaliza-
tion,” the new observer program, fisheries 
enforcement, Russian relations, and the  
status of the halibut stock.

Q: People might not realize it, but 
federal spending seems to have tightened 
in recent years. Can you summarize the 
budget situation for NOAA Fisheries  
in Alaska? In particular, do we have 
enough funding for activities such as 
stock surveys?

A: Our agency has not escaped the  
budget tightening throughout the federal 
government. The Alaska Fisheries Science 
Center, which conducts Alaska stock assess-
ment surveys, had budgetary reductions 
in 2012 and 2013 that left it with 60 fewer  
positions. The budget leveled off in 2014 – 
to levels we hope will be sustained in 2015. 
The cuts took a toll on the science, but we 
have sustained our surveys, which are a 
top priority in Alaska, as they provide the  
information necessary to sustain Alaska’s 
commercial fisheries.  

Q: The Obama administration has 
put forth a National Ocean Policy that 
allows for establishment of regional 
planning bodies. Some see this as a step 

by WESlEY lOY

James W. balsigner

Q&A: Jim Balsiger talks ‘rationalization,’ observers, russia, and more

toward “ocean zoning.” Will Alaska have 
a regional planning body, and could it 
somehow supersede the North Pacific 
Fishery Management Council?

A: The National Ocean Policy allows 
for the establishment of regional planning  
bodies but leaves that decision largely to the 
states. At this point, the state of Alaska has 
not expressed an interest in such a regional 
planning body.

Q: The North Pacific Council includes 
members from three states. In recent 
years, certain voices in Washington and 
Oregon have complained that Alaska  
is using its council majority to unfair 
advantage. They advocate more seats for 
Washington and Oregon to counter what 
they perceive is an effort to “Alaskanize” 
fisheries that belong to the nation, not 
just Alaska. What’s your view?

A: I don’t agree. Although Alaska has a 
numerical majority, its six members don’t 
always vote as a block. The Magnuson- 
Stevens Act’s federal fishery management 
process works well – especially for Alaska 
fisheries. Under the council’s management, 
Alaska fisheries have become a model for 
the rest of the world. 

Q: A tough issue that’s been on the 
table forever is “rationalization” of the 
Gulf of Alaska groundfish fisheries. This 
would involve establishing catch shares, 
and possibly processing shares. Catch 
shares have been applied extensively in 
the Bering Sea, but not so much in the 
Gulf. What are the difficulties, and where 
does Gulf rationalization stand today?
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the program remains controversial, with some saying crewmen 
haven’t fared well under crab rationalization. From your  
perspective, how has the program performed, and are any  
significant adjustments planned?

A: After completing a comprehensive review of the Bering Sea 
and Aleutian Islands crab program in December 2010, the coun-
cil concluded that the program seems to be working well for  
stakeholders, and I agree. While fishery operations have changed 
significantly since 2005, participants have adapted to the program 
and continue to achieve safety goals and reduce overcapitalization. 
Determining that many of its other goals have been met (such as 
reduced bycatch mortality and a more economically stable fishery), 
the council also identified concerns about crew compensation and 
next-generation quota ownership.

With an eye on these and other issues, the council has  
recommended numerous revisions since the program’s implementa-
tion and has requested annual reports on measures cooperatives are  
taking to facilitate quota share transfers to crew members and  
vessel owners and to address crew compensation and other 
issues. The council is addressing such concerns and responding to  
changing conditions in the crab fisheries.

A 10-year review of the crab program will be completed in 
2015. Because the council has been responding to issues as they 
arise, I don’t anticipate that significant changes will be identified.  
However, the review will provide a comprehensive overview of the 
program and allow the council to hear concerns from stakeholders 
and the public.

Science, Technology & Engineering.
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A: The council is developing a bycatch management program in 
the Gulf of Alaska for trawl vessels that harvest groundfish such as 
pollock, Pacific cod, and flatfish. The program would allocate catch 
shares to fishing cooperatives.

Having reviewed an analysis of the options currently under 
consideration (such as species to be allocated, cooperative opera-
tional requirements, and community stability measures to retain  
historical groundfish landing patterns), the council will be hearing 
from advisory bodies, stakeholders, and the public to determine the 
next steps in developing this program.

The council is building on actions already taken to reduce bycatch 
in these fisheries. However, the council recognizes that catch share 
programs offer a more comprehensive approach that helps industry 
control bycatch.

The program will also allow more efficient harvests of ground-
fish, reduce fishing during unsafe conditions, and support the  
economic well-being of coastal communities that depend on fishing.

Experience with catch share programs in Alaska shows that  
cooperatives encourage participants to improve communication 
among vessels and result in improved safety, reduced discards and 
bycatch, and greater economic value for the fisheries.

The council is considering including shoreside processors in  
the fishing cooperatives, but the options do not include processor 
quota shares.

Q: We saw a monumental change in 2005 with rationaliza-
tion of the Bering Sea crab fisheries. With boats no longer  
racing one another for crab, the fisheries seem much safer. But Continued on page 18

Jim Balsiger talks ‘rationalization,’ observers, russia, and more
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YoUr BUSINESS Management continued from page 17

Q: We restructured the fisheries observer program  
in 2013, expanding coverage to the halibut fleet. Some argue  
the new program has actually resulted in lighter coverage for  
the trawl sector. And many fishermen are anxious for the  
development of camera systems to negate the need for human 
observers aboard boats. In your view, how is the new observer 
program working?

A: In 2013, after several attempts to restructure the Alaskan 
Observer Program over its 25-year history, a four-year effort by 
NOAA Fisheries, the council, and industry culminated in the new 
observer program. Now about to begin its third year of operations, 
the restructured program has greatly improved the data used for 
fisheries science and management.

Despite a misperception that coverage was reduced on trawl  
vessels, the restructured observer program covers all trawl vessels, 
many with full coverage. Several trawl catcher-processors that were 
partially covered are now covered fully as a result of restructuring. 
And the program now lets us collect observer data from previously 
unobserved fleets – under-60-foot trawl vessels in the western Gulf 
and the halibut hook-and-line fleet. Moreover, all trawl vessels must 
now log their trips in advance, with trips randomly selected for  
coverage. In contrast, the program formerly allowed vessel opera-
tors to choose when to carry observers, resulting in biased data 
and compliance issues. We now have a science-based observation  
program that greatly improves the quality of data used to manage 
the fleet.

Regarding electronic monitoring, NOAA Fisheries, the coun-
cil, and the industry are working together to assess the viability 

of camera systems to estimate catch and discards in the small-
boat hook-and-line fleet. The council’s working group heard  
preliminary results in September, and plans are underway to  
continue the research in 2015. Promising results show that cameras 
can identify and count many of the bycatch species encountered. 
Progress on this effort can be followed through the council’s  
workgroup minutes posted online at npfmc.org/observer-program. 
NOAA Fisheries encourages industry participation in the  
workgroup discussion as we address remaining challenges.

Q: In recent years, we’ve seen allegations of tampering with 
flow scales used to weigh catch aboard certain Bering Sea fac-
tory trawlers. What’s being done about this?

A: A final rule to implement modifications to the at-sea 
scales program will be published in late November and become 
effective when vessels using flow scales begin fishing in  
January 2015.

This final rule implements three major changes to at-sea scales 
regulations. First, daily flow scale test results must be reported  
electronically, which will improve the accuracy of scale estimates 
and allow us to monitor any bias. Second, flow scales must electron-
ically log the frequency and magnitude of scale calibrations relative 
to previous calibrations and the time and date of each scale fault (or 
error) and scale startup. Third, the area around the flow scale must 
be monitored using video. Overall, this rule improves the accuracy 
of catch estimation by at-sea scales and reduces the possibility of 
scale tampering.

NOAA takes allegations of flow scale tampering very seriously.  
We encourage anyone who knows of illegal activity to call the 
NOAA Fisheries Enforcement Hotline at 1-800-853-1964.

Q: NOAA Fisheries is an organization of scientists. What 
would you say is the agency’s top science priority in  
Alaska today?

A: The Alaska Fisheries Science Center’s research supports  
commercial fisheries that account for approximately half of the 
nation’s fish catch by weight. The commercial catch in Alaska 
exceeds 2 million metric tons, worth nearly $1.8 billion after  
processing. This economic benefit is spread across Alaska and the 
West Coast of the United States. In addition, oil and gas develop-
ment and production in Alaska are key contributors to the U.S. goal 
of becoming an energy exporter. Our priorities support the AFSC’s 
mission to maintain the science needed for the federal management 
of fish, shellfish, and marine mammals.

Q: Alaska has a big fishing neighbor in Russia. Where 
do relations stand today between our two countries on 
issues such as cooperative stock surveys and the disputed  
maritime boundary line through the Bering Sea?

A: Cooperation between Alaska and Russia on stock surveys and 
other fisheries issues has always been good, even during the Cold 
War. For the past 12 years, both nations have conducted salmon 
surveys in the Bering Sea – the United States surveying the east-
ern and northern Bering Sea, and Russia surveying the western 
Bering Sea. Recently, the AFSC began surveys on salmon north  
of the Bering Strait as part of its Arctic Integrated Ecosystem  
Studies. At the September 2014 Intergovernmental Consultative 
Committee meeting, Russia expressed a desire to expand its salmon 
surveys northward into the Arctic and to coordinate with the AFSC.

Diplomatic efforts at the ICC resulted in an agreement on  
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groundfish surveys, particularly for pollock. 
Under this plan, NOAA vessel Oscar Dyson 
extends its acoustic-trawl surveys in the 
eastern Bering Sea northwards into the  
Russian exclusive economic zone to survey 
the contiguous distribution of pollock. Like-
wise, Russia’s R/V Kaganovsky surveys the 
northern Bering Sea and extends its survey 
into the U.S. EEZ. We share raw survey data 
and analyze the data jointly.

An agreement reached in 1990 estab-
lished the maritime boundary line between 
our two countries in the Bering and  
Chukchi seas. The United States ratified 
this agreement, but Russia has not. Russia 
has requested a fishing quota for pollock in 
the U.S. EEZ to break this impasse, but the  
United States has not agreed to this. As a 
result, both countries have agreed to coop-
erative pollock surveys to gather more infor-
mation about the transboundary nature 
of the resource, with the possible goal of 
joint management of the northern Bering 
Sea pollock stock. These negotiations are 
an important topic of annual U.S.-Russia  
fisheries consultations led by the Depart-
ment of State. In the meantime, both  
countries continue to provisionally observe 
the 1990 maritime boundary agreement. 

Q: You’ve long served as a U.S. mem-
ber on the International Pacific Halibut 
Commission. The last few years have 
been rough, with big declines in the  
halibut stock and catch limits. Should we 
be worried the situation will worsen, or 
do you see a turnaround coming?

A: There is concern about the health of 
the Pacific halibut stock, yet we have seen 
similar declines during the IPHC’s 90-year 
history. IPHC scientists are continuing their 
research to understand halibut dynamics 
and determine optimal harvest policies. 
Their science gives a clearer understand-
ing of the stock and how best to proceed. 
The commission has helped reduce halibut  
mortality in non-target fisheries by over 30 
percent in recent decades, to the benefit of 
the halibut industry.

Alaska fisheries are doing their part. 
This year measures were implemented to 
reduce halibut bycatch in the Gulf of Alaska 
groundfish fisheries. And a halibut catch-
sharing plan is in place, designed to let  
halibut fishery managers set catch limits 
with greater precision and take manage-
ment measures responsive to changes in 
halibut biomass and fishing effort. All in  
all, the Pacific halibut fishery remains one  
of the best-managed sustainable fisheries in 
the world.  
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by MiCHEl DROUin

Skipper Otto’s Community Supported Fishery is essentially 
a food cooperative that eliminates the middleman and provides  
seafood directly from fishermen to its members.

The Vancouver, British Columbia, enterprise started out with a 
handful of fishermen and 40 members in 2009. It since has grown 
to more than 600 members.

Members pay a fee in advance of the season assuring them a 

variety of fish. Fishermen in turn receive an advance to help them 
finance their operations. It’s a win-win situation for both fishermen 
and consumers.

Delivering straight to Skipper Otto’s CSF eliminates the long 
chain that drains the profit out of fishing, while supplying fish 
straight to the customer.

Skipper Otto’s was founded by the Strobel family, including 
namesake Otto Strobel, a now-72-year-old salmon gillnetter, and 
his son and daughter-in-law, Shaun and Sonia Strobel.

The Strobels took the model of community-supported agricul-
ture – which links consumers to family businesses producing local, 
organic, sustainable, and fairly traded foods – and adapted it to 
salmon fishing.

“By investing a sum at the start of the season, customers guaran-
tee that we have enough money to operate our fishing business for 
the season,” Shaun Strobel said. In exchange, members are offered 
a choice of different salmon species, halibut, tuna, and occasionally 
crab or prawns.

Skipper Otto’s has a sharp online presence at skipperotto.com.
Fifteen fishermen: Initially, Otto Strobel was the primary  

contributor of fish in Skipper Otto’s, along with three others.
Now 15 fishermen participate either in whole or in part, with 

some contributing a portion of their catch to the CSF shipment 
south from the northern fishery in Prince Rupert.

Otto Strobel continues to gillnet salmon in his preferred area in 
northern British Columbia, delivering the fish to Prince Rupert, 
where it is shipped fresh to Vancouver for distribution to members.

It costs around $160 to $180 per tote of fish trucked to Vancouver, 
plus $140 per 1,000 pounds for custom unloading. The mandatory 
dockside monitoring system on B.C.’s north coast requires using a 
designated station. A fee of 5 cents per pound must be paid to fish-
ery monitoring contractor J.O. Thomas.

“Since the northern gillnetters are getting about $3 to $3.25 per 
pound for round sockeye, I can be close to $4.50 per pound into 
the product by the time I get fresh dressed fish to Vancouver  
members,” Shaun Strobel said. “The members pay about $7 to $7.25 
per pound for Nass and Skeena sockeye. The difference goes to cold 

shaun and sonia strobel are directors  
of skipper Otto’s Community supported 
Fishery. Photos courtesy of skipper Otto’s  

British
Columbia
fishermen, 
consumers
connect
through Skipper Otto’s

Continued on page 22
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Check out our new Fisheries Market Snapshot with quarterly data for specific fisheries at 

northwestfcs.com/fisheries.

Seattle �sheries team outside their new o�ce at Emerald Landing on Lake Union
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storage for later pickups, administrative costs, totes, and other expenses.
“My costs are a bit less when I can truck our own fish back from fisher-

ies based on Vancouver Island. In Port Alberni, for example, I pay the  
Harbour Authority a small day rate for the use of the winch, and we do our 
own unloading. As for ice, it almost always costs us about $40 per boat per 
week almost everywhere on the coast.”

The prepayment system benefits both members of the CSF and the fish-
ermen because the members know who is going fishing and the fishermen 
know ahead of time what they will be paid, Sonia Strobel explains.

“So it’s not like, ‘What am I going to get paid for this?’ We can set what 
is a fair price for fishermen before they go fishing,” she said. “It takes the 
uncertainty out, which is the big thing about fishing – the uncertainty. You’ve 
laid out all this money for your licenses, your fuel, everything, before you go 
fishing, and you just cross your fingers and hope that you’re going to get paid 
fairly to make it break even or better.”

Price security: Fishermen are happy to fish for the CSF because they get 
a guaranteed price for their fish. Shaun Strobel said that in the salmon fish-
ery in 2013, for example, the price from the companies varied from $2.75 
per pound for sockeye early in the season down to $2.25 later in the season. 
Meanwhile, the CSF paid a consistent $3 per pound.

“We had one of our fishermen tell us several years ago after delivering his 
entire season to us that he calculated that he had made $8,000 more than if he 
had delivered to the company,” Shaun Strobel said.

Duncan Cameron delivers some of his halibut catch to Skipper Otto’s CSF.
Cameron said many halibut fishermen in British Columbia today don’t 

own the quota that they want to fish, so they must lease quota from a quota 
owner for $5 a pound. If the price paid for halibut is in the range of $7 a 

 skipper Otto’s offers its members a variety of seafood including salmon,  
halibut, tuna, and occasionally crab or prawns.
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80% OR MORE!
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HIGH-PERFORMANCE  
PURSE LINE COMING SOON!

Tough Dyneema® fiber jacket

Ultra-strong 12-strand core

Polyester control core

SamsonRope.com

pound, fishermen might earn $2 or less once fuel, gear loss, and 
crew costs are included.

“Sometimes guys fish halibut for a dollar a pound,” Cameron 
said. “If I go to the CSF, Shaun gives me the same price that he 
would pay to a distributor.”

If the grounds price is $6.75 to $7 a pound, Cameron explains, he 
earns as much as $8.30 to $9 a pound selling to the CSF.

“Rather than fish for one or two dollars a pound, now I’m fishing 
for three or four dollars a pound,” he said. “It can be an increase of 
100 percent. It is amazing to see people support a fishery that has 
the fisherman making money, rather than quota holders, the com-
panies, and distributors.”

Customers are happy: The normal membership fee is $68. Early 
birds who purchase their share before March 1 pay $38. The fees 
cover the cost of running the CSF and pickups.

Members then buy shares in $100 increments to secure their  
seafood. If members use up their shares before the end of the  
season, they can add more money to the shares.

Natalie Tsang is an eager supporter of Skipper Otto’s CSF.
“I like to source my food as directly as possible from its source. 

I like to purchase fish from farmers markets, and similarly I want 
to buy fish from the fisherman,” Tsang said. “If I buy fish from the 
grocery store, I can’t find anything about it – they know very little 
if anything about that fish. Through Skipper Otto’s, I know it has 
been caught sustainably, and (I know) exactly where that fish has 
come from.”

Tsang cites a long list of reasons why she likes being a CSF  
member. For one thing, she can take her fish whole or processed. 
But membership goes far beyond that.

“It gives me a direct connection with the provenance of the fish,” 
she said. “I want to be purchasing from small-scale fishermen.  
I want to support that small fishing industry, and there is a  
tremendous sense of community I get from Skipper Otto’s. They 
run educational events – I can attend a filleting or smoking or  
canning lesson. I learn the best ways to prepare my fish, and I have 
this tremendous sense of community. We get together once a year 
for a barbecue.”

Tsang said one final benefit is Skipper Otto’s offers a variety of 
salmon and more.

“I know that they will be fishing whatever is most available in 
the season,” she said. “Unlike the stores that only concentrate on 

Krysta Cowling assists a member at the skipper Otto’s van.

Continued on page 24
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• Fishermen have been asking for a Wheel 
Drive that can truly freewheel!!

 
• The results are in on the first season for our 

new Wheel Drive and it is a success. Even 
referred to by one Fisherman as “the Beast” 
he was able to easily tow and pick at the 
same time. It also freewheeled beyond their 
expectations. We are excited about this next 
season and hope we can get your vessel set 
up to beat the competition.

 

• So don’t forget the all new Twister Wheel 
Drive gives you the power you expect from 
a wheel drive and freewheeling that is the 
best of any wheel drive available. Hydraulic 
braking gives you control you want and it 
has port configuration that makes plumbing 
easy and uncluttered. 

• Additionally the drive flange is con figured 
for all standard 4 and 6 bolt pattern net 
drums. You can easily install this drive on 
any existing drum or new drum.

For Our Complete Line of Deck Gear
go to www.kinematicsmarine.com

5625 48th Dr. N.E. Unit B Marysville, WA 98270
Phone: (360) 659-5415 • Fax: (360) 653-5151

KINEMATICS Marine Equipment, Inc.

ALL NEW TWISTER WHEEL DRIVE
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sockeye, at Skipper Otto’s, if there are pink 
and chum salmon available, that is what is 
on offer.”

Inland expansion: Skipper Otto’s CSF 
has expanded beyond the borders of  
British Columbia, sending fish to Alberta 
and Saskatchewan.

Annette Rosendal, director of Peaceful 
Pantry in distant Peace River, Alberta, some 
300 miles north of Edmonton, is one satis-
fied customer of Skipper Otto’s.

“We have community-supported agri-
culture here in Peace River, so finding out 
about community-based fisheries wasn’t 
a big leap for us,” Rosendal said. “We 
ordered three years ago for the first time. 
I run a food-buying club here in northern 
Alberta, and we knew about the benefits of 
community-supported agriculture. So get-
ting sustainably caught fish from a small-
scale fisherman was a good idea.”

Rosendal said she is delighted with the 
option of receiving halibut, salmon, tuna, 
and even some prawns.

Because of the distances involved, the 
Peace River group takes all its fish frozen.

“The quality is very good because it is 
fresh-frozen and vacuum-packed,” Rosen-
dal said. “When you buy it from a grocery 
store, you don’t know how long it has been 
in the freezer.”

This year Skipper Otto’s was granted 
funding and support at the Coast Capital 
Savings Innovation Hub at the University 
of British Columbia’s Sauder School of Busi-
ness. The mentorship, legal help, and rent-
free office space has provided the CSF the 
opportunity to hire a full-time employee 
and to expand.  

Emma Holmes, operations manager for  
skipper Otto’s.
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From sea to serve, Lynden’s new Cool Chain℠ logistics service manages your seafood supply chain from start 
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Cook Inlet gillnetters in storage for the winter. Photo by Wesley Loy

Alaska saw a relatively quiet salmon season during 2014, 
although pockets of excitement could be found.

With fisheries all but finished, the statewide, all-species catch as 
of Oct. 7 stood at about 154 million fish.

The total was a far cry from the record 2013 tally of nearly 273 
million salmon. Still, this year’s catch exceeded the Alaska Depart-
ment of Game’s preseason harvest forecast of 133 million fish.

The big difference between this year’s catch and 2013 was a 
much smaller harvest of pink salmon. Last year produced a stag-
gering 219 million pinks, compared to this year’s preliminary count 
of about 93 million.

As for sockeye, the state’s main money fish, the catch stood  
at nearly 44 million fish, well above the state’s projection of  
33.6 million.

At press time, Alaska also had landed 10.7 million chum salmon, 
nearly 6 million coho, and 480,000 Chinook.

Here are notes from key fishing zones around the state.

 In Southeast Alaska, purse seiners took a relatively modest 33 
million pinks, most of them in the southern area. Prices were 
averaging 27 cents a pound, a disappointing figure likely 
reflecting the glut of canned pinks produced on last year’s  
big catch.

Hauling them in

The regionwide, all-gear chum catch stood at 6.5 million 
fish, well short of the 11.8 million forecast.

 At the Copper River, gillnetters took nearly 2.1 million  
sockeye, beating the forecast of 1.6 million.

 In Prince William Sound, the seine fleet bagged about  
37 million pink salmon. The big excitement was at the  
Solomon Gulch Hatchery in Valdez, which produced a  
record harvest of 24 million pinks (general and cost recovery 
fisheries combined).

 In Upper Cook Inlet, the Central District produced nearly 
2.3 million sockeye, with the drift gillnet fleet taking about  
two-thirds of the fish and setnetters the rest.

 Kodiak produced a strong 3.4 million sockeye. The pink  
salmon harvest of 10.3 million fish was well short of forecast.

 Chignik seiners didn’t get started until July 12, one of the latest 
season openers ever, after the Chignik River early run failed to 
materialize. The fishery finished with a poor catch of 617,000 
sockeye. A total of 67 permits made deliveries.

 Alaska Peninsula districts combined for nearly 3.4 million  
sockeye.

 At Bristol Bay, scene of Alaska’s most valuable salmon fishery, 
the catch of 28.8 million sockeye routed the preseason forecast 
of 17.9 million.

by WESlEY lOY, MiCHEl DROUin & DaniEl Mintz

Alaska, British Columbia, West Coast notch mixed salmon seasons

A L A S K A
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The Naknek-Kvichak District, on the bay’s east side, was by far 
the hottest of the five fishing districts with a catch of 13.7 million 
sockeye, followed by the Egegik District with 6.9 million.

Processors paid fishermen an average base price of $1.20 per 
pound for sockeye, down from the $1.50 seen in 2013 when the 
catch was much smaller. Total ex-vessel value for the sockeye  
fishery was among the highest ever at $192.7 million.

The big buzz in the bay was the arrival of a major new processor, 
Silver Bay Seafoods, which opened a new freezer plant at Naknek.

While Bristol Bay is mainly about sockeye, the industry this year 
paid considerable attention to two other species, pink and coho 
salmon, taken predominantly from the westside Nushagak District.

The harvest of 1.3 million pinks was the second-largest haul in 
the last 20 years. Processors paid an average of 28 cents per pound.

The coho catch, at about 266,000 fish, was the best in 20 years. 
Coho brought an average of 90 cents per pound.

 In remote Western Alaska, the situation on the Yukon  
River remained grim as Chinook returns were too weak for 
a commercial fishery. In Norton Sound, and farther north at  
Kotzebue, fishermen enjoyed fine chum seasons.

Alaska, British Columbia, West Coast notch mixed salmon seasons

B R I T I S H  C O L U M B I A
The big news in British Columbia was the Fraser River  

sockeye run. Expectations were huge after the massive return in 
2010. In the end, it was not a repeat of 2010 by any means, but still 
a respectable return of an estimated 21 million fish.

The salmon held off the mouth of the Fraser in the Gulf of  
Georgia longer than any other period in the past 50 years, allowing 
seiners and inside-licensed trollers to catch up on their allocation 
into the third week of September.

The 2014 total Fraser River sockeye return was agreed to at the 
Fraser River Panel meeting Sept. 25.

The adopted run sizes by management group are 233,500 early 
Stuart; 1.9 million early summer run; 8.1 million summer run; and 
10.8 million late run.

The Canadian catch of Fraser sockeye was about 9.5 million fish.
The commercial catch was 7.64 million fish. Seiners took 4.5 mil-

lion, gillnetters caught 2.8 million, and trollers 318,300. Various 
First Nations fisheries recorded landings of nearly 1.5 million.

West Coast trollers get staggered openings for Chinook through-
out the year. The trollers got a Chinook opening on Sept. 15, with a 
target catch for September of 31,443 Chinook.

Also on the west coast of Vancouver Island, the Somass (Barkley 
Sound) sockeye run size was downgraded from 1.3 million to 1.1 
million pieces as a result of a significant decline in the observed 
influx of fish to the terminal area.

The gillnet catch was approximately 169,000 fish and the seine 
catch approximately 243,000.

On British Columbia’s north coast, the updated in-season Nass 
sockeye total return to Canada forecast is from 416,000 to 433,000 
fish with a point estimate of 420,000, and is below average based on 
returns from 1994 to 2013.

Continued on page 28
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WIRELESS SEINE MONITORING

* Leadline Depth
- Avoid closing the seine in 

currents
- Maximize seine depth
- Avoid hang-ups

* Leadline/Corkline Alignment
- Prevents salmon

escaping

FV Robert Magnus

Notus (888) 265-6173, notus@notus.ca

Marco Global (206) 285-3200, doneill@marcoglobal.com

Radar Marine (360) 733-2012, sales@radarmarine.com

 www.notus.ca

SEINEMASTER

The Area 3 Nass gillnet fishery caught 110,103 fish, and the Area 
3 seine fishery took 16,941 sockeye and 857, 412 pinks.

The Skeena sockeye return to Canada in-season forecast as of 
Aug. 31 was estimated to be 2.64 million. On average, more than 
99 percent of the Skeena sockeye run was past the in-river Tyee  
counting station by Aug. 31.

Gillnets took nearly 367,000 sockeye in Areas 4 and 5, the 
approaches to the Skeena River. Seines caught 107,094 sockeye  
in Area 4.

The price for gillnet-caught fish started at $3 a pound and 
declined as the season progressed.

The Lake Babine Nation and the Gitksan Watershed Authorities 
participated in inland demonstration fisheries to fish selectively for 
sockeye in the Skeena watershed. Lake Babine Nation took 55,160 
sockeye, and Gitksan Watershed Authority took 40,611 sockeye.

In addition, in Excess Salmon to Spawning Requirements  
fisheries, total catches from ESSR licenses to harvest sockeye in 
Babine Lake outside of the Pinkut Creek spawning channel were 
30,051 pieces to the Lake Babine Nation in the Fulton Spawning 
Channel. The Lake Babine Nation also took 75,000 sockeye at the 
Babine Weir.

In Area 6, primarily a pink seine fishery, seiners took nearly 1.2 
million fish.

The 2014 Area F (North Coast) troll Chinook ITQ fishery closed 
Aug. 4. The total Chinook validated was 155,451 pieces. The area 
reopened to retention of Chinook on Sept. 1 with an upgraded TAC 
of 241,300 pieces, which equates to 1,005 pieces for each Area F 
license. Retention of Chinook was expected to remain open for the 
balance of the season and close on Sept. 30.

WA S H I N G T O N ,  
C O L U M B I A  R I V E R

The state’s ocean salmon fishing is tightly controlled by quotas, 
and Joe Dazey of the Washington Trollers Association said catch 
limits were similar to those of past years.

“By and large, the quota was caught,” he said. “Prices were 
down a little from what we’ve seen in the past, but it hasn’t been 
too bad.”

The ocean commercial fleet hauled in 38,555 Chinook and 14,682 
coho salmon as of the mid-September season closure.

The main stem Columbia River gillnet fishery includes both 
Washington and Oregon. There were 13 daylong fishing periods 
between early August and early September, with 47,732 Chinook 
and 966 coho landed.

The season resumed on Sept. 14 and John North, the Columbia 
River fisheries manager for the Oregon Department of Fish and 
Wildlife, said an unofficial tally of mid-September landings was 
20,080 Chinook and 2,160 coho.

Targeted coho gillnet fishing was set to begin in October, and 
as of mid-September, a seine fishery with 19 fishing periods was 
underway for the first time since seining was banned decades ago.

Individual fishing quotas for 10 lottery-chosen beach seine and 
purse seine vessels are based on a total allowable catch of 6,000 
hatchery Chinook and 3,200 coho.

Washington’s sockeye season has been a bust, as warm coastal 
waters have diverted migrating fish away from the Puget Sound 
area and around Vancouver Island.

O R E G O N
Further reflecting the northern abundance trend, Oregon’s  

Chinook landings were greater than California’s for the first time 
since 2001. The state saw a landing total of 189,264 fish through the 
end of August.

From Cape Falcon to Humbug Mountain, 157,700 fish were 
landed in the period. The south coast area from Humbug Moun-
tain to the California border – the Oregon Klamath Management 
Zone (KMZ) – saw additional landings of 15,584 fish from April 
through August.

Eric Schindler, the Oregon Department of Fish and Wildlife’s 
ocean salmon management project leader, reported that the spring 
fishery in the quota-free Cape Falcon to Humbug Mountain area 
was the largest the state has seen since 1989.

“On the central coast, it was what I’d consider to be a normal 
year, but it’s been 15 years since we’ve seen a normal year,” he said.

The Oregon KMZ has tight quotas from June through September. 
But April and May weren’t catch-limited, and Schindler said the 
spring fishery in the Brookings area was “one of the best on record 
and absolutely the best in Brookings since 1989.”

Oregon also has a limited coho fishery north of Cape Falcon, and 
through the end of August, its landings totaled 4,281 fish. Though 
dwarfed by the Chinook total, it’s the strongest coho showing  
in memory.

Continued on page 30
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There’s no time to waste when it comes to delivering fresh and 

frozen Alaskan seafood to the lower 48.

That’s why the best seafood companies rely on Totem Ocean’s 

specialized fleet of temperature controlled equipment to 

transport their products on the fastest ships in the trade.

Our customers count on us to deliver on time, every time.  

We are proud to serve companies who take pride in delivering 

Totem Ocean fresh and frozen seafood to their customers.www.TotemOcean.com 800.426.0074
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YoUr BUSINESS Salmon harvest continued from page 28

See us at PACIFIC MARINE EXPO
November 19-21, 2014 at Booth #1249

info@pacificwestrefrigeration.com  /  604.885.3499

Congratulations to James Walkus on the launch  
of the FV Amarissa Joye!

“It’s been a great season,” said Nancy Fitzpatrick of the Oregon Salmon Commission. 
The Chinook and coho landings had an ex-vessel value of $14 million, she said.

Prices peaked in April at an average of $8.50 per pound, dropping to about $4.50 per 
pound in July and August, when coho landings and the usual influx of Alaska salmon 
increased supply.

C A L I F O R N I A
This year’s ocean salmon season got off to a disappointing start in May and June, as 

windy weather persisted and often kept fishing vessels docked.
Chinook are the exclusive catch of the state’s ocean salmon fishery, and Fort Bragg saw 

the biggest landings when winds subsided in July. The fishery spans ports from Monterey 
to Crescent City, with northernmost ports in the KMZ only getting a fishing window of 
two weeks in September or a 4,000-fish quota.

The state’s total catch through the end of August was 160,906 fish, far trailing last year’s 
haul of 285,697 fish in the same period.

The Point Arena to Horse Mountain catch zone includes the major northern port of Fort 
Bragg, and through the end of August, 88,619 of the state’s total were landed there. The 
San Francisco area’s landings totaled 66,953 fish.

Average price was $5.50 per pound, and average fish weight was a fairly hefty  
12 pounds.

When the KMZ zone opened for fishing on Sept. 12, disappointment was the only  
thing in abundance. Melodie Palmer-Zwahlen of the Department of Fish and Wildlife’s 
Ocean Salmon Project reported that 29 boats fished the first day and only landed a total 
of 281 fish.

The number of boats dropped to 10 the following two days, with catches of about  
eight fish each as salmon likely moved into the Klamath River system.  
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FLY KODIAK SHIPYARD

In Kodiak it’s as easy as boarding a plane...
without the security hassle.

Kodiak’s massive lift and slings makes it as 
simple and safe as adjusting your seatbelt. 
Fits boats up to 42 feet wide and 660 tons!

After the flight, Kodiak’s tradesmen can do 
the work, or you can save money and time 
by doing it yourself.

To schedule your flight, please contact an agent at (907) 486-8080. Find more
details and a vendor list at www.kodiakshipyard.com. Some restrictions may apply.
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YoUr BUSINESS Crab quotas

alaska king crab is worth tens of millions of dollars annually. Photo courtesy of aKCrrab

Quotas are up substantially for Alaska’s 
two most valuable crab fisheries – Bristol 
Bay red king crab and Bering Sea opilio, or 
snow crab.

Both fisheries were scheduled to open 
at noon Oct. 15. Traditionally, only the red 
king crab fishery begins right away, with 
the industry waiting until the new year to 
target opilio.

The Alaska Department of Fish and 
Game released the much-anticipated quotas 
in early October. Individual catch shares are 
assigned based on these quotas.

For Bristol Bay red king crab, the 2014-15 
quota is just under 10 million pounds, a 16 
percent increase from the prior season’s 8.6 
million pounds.

For Bering Sea opilio, the quota is right 

Industry gets 
bigger bites at 
Alaska red king 
crab, opilio

by WESlEY lOY

Continued on page 32
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       11,000 SQUARE FEET
OF EXPANDED INVENTORY

        FOR
SEINE, GILLNET, LONGLINE & CRAB

now

FAX: 907-486-2662
PHONE: 907-486-5752

332 Shelikof St.
Kodiak, AK 99615

at 68 million pounds, or nearly 26 percent 
greater than last season’s 54 million pounds.

For each fishery, 10 percent of the quota 
is reserved for harvest under Alaska’s  
Community Development Quota program. 
The federal program is designed to benefit 
Bering Sea coastal villages.

In recent years, millions of Americans 
have become quite familiar with the red 
king crab and opilio fisheries due to 
the popular reality television program  
Deadliest Catch, which follows the adven-
tures of a handful of crab boats.

The fisheries once had a legitimate repu-
tation as deadly, with frequent capsizing 
and other tragedies as boats raced one 
another for crab. The safety record has 
improved greatly with the conversion to 
catch shares beginning in 2005.

The crab harvests generally are quite 
lucrative.

Last season’s Bristol Bay red king crab 
catch generated an ex-vessel value of $54.4 
million, with 63 vessels making deliveries.

The Bering Sea snow crab fishery had  
a value of $115.2 million, with 70 vessels 
participating.

Big bump for bairdi: The Department of 
Fish and Game also set 2014-15 quotas for 
some smaller crab fisheries.

The quota for Bering Sea Tanner crab, 
also known as bairdi, is 15.1 million 
pounds. That’s a huge increase over the 
prior season’s 3.1 million pounds.

The department set a small quota of 
655,000 pounds for the St. Matthew Island 
blue king crab fishery.

The Pribilof District red and blue king 
crab fishery will remain closed. The main 
worry there is the continued very low  
abundance of blue king crab and the high 
potential for bycatch of that species during 
a red king crab fishery.  

The Southeast Alaska red king crab fishery will not open for the 2014-15 season.
This marks the third consecutive season that the fishery has been closed.
By policy, the fishery opens only if the stock can support a harvest of at least 200,000 

pounds of legal male red king crab.
“The estimate of available harvest based on 2014 stock assessment survey results is 

well below the minimum threshold,” the Alaska Department of Fish and Game said 
in an Oct. 3 press release.

“Regionally, the biomass estimate did increase from last season, but is still at  
historically low levels,” the department continued. “Five of nine survey areas  
exhibited poor stock health in this year’s stock assessment survey. Four other areas 
showed improvements in stock health, largely fueled by increasing numbers of  
non-legal sized, pre-recruit male crabs.”

The Southeast red king crab fishery last opened on Nov. 1, 2011, with a quota of  
201,000 pounds.

Fish and Game has been working collaboratively with the commercial crab industry 
to “ground truth” the department’s stock assessments.

– Wesley Loy

More disappointment for Southeast king crabbers

Booth
#621
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YoUr BUSINESS Coast Guard
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The U.S. Coast Guard said it would close its air facility in  
Newport, Oregon, on Nov. 30.

The move drew a backlash from fishing interests and elected  
officials, who urged the Coast Guard to reverse course.

The closure comes as a result of the Consolidated  
Appropriations Act of 2014, which authorized the action “in light 
of ongoing resource reductions,” the Coast Guard said in an Oct. 3 
press release out of Seattle.

The Coast Guard said it would continue to maintain Oregon 
air operations from Air Station North Bend, with three MH-65  
Dolphin helicopters, and from Air Station Astoria, with three 
MH-60 Jayhawk helicopters.

“In these extraordinarily challenging fiscal times, the Coast 
Guard continuously evaluates how best to allocate limited  
resources while addressing the most pressing risks,” said Rear 
Adm. Richard Gromlich, commander, Coast Guard 13th District. 
“I’m confident that the advancements in our search and rescue  
system over the past decade will continue to enable our crews to 
effectively protect and assist mariners across the Northwest.”

The Coast Guard said it had “significantly improved its search 
and rescue response posture” through targeted investment over 
the past decade.

“Specifically, the deployment of the Coast Guard’s Rescue 
21 communications and distress calling system has provided 

Outcry greets Coast Guard plan  
to close Newport air facility

Flags of cooperation
Representatives of the U.S. coast guard and the Metlakatla  
Indian community met on Sept. 30 in the village of Metlakatla 
to sign a memorandum of agreement between the two parties. 
In development for more than a year, the memorandum clarifies 
the working relationship between coast guard Sector Juneau 
and the community, allowing more coordination in  
vessel safety, law enforcement, and incident preparedness 
efforts, the coast guard said. Pictured are coast guard capt. 
Shannan greene and Mayor Audrey hudson, of Metlakatla.  
Under the memorandum, Sector Juneau and the community 
agree to work together to enforce fishery boundary laws and 
vessel safety laws through regular interaction and face-to-face 
meetings. Metlakatla is south of Ketchikan on Annette Island, 
Alaska’s only Indian reservation. Photo courtesy of the U.S. 
coast guard

improved detection capability and effectiveness in locating  
mariners in distress,” the Coast Guard said. “This system, along 
with other improvements in maritime survival equipment, has 
increased the chances of survival, location, and safe recovery for 
those in peril at sea.”

Newport Fishermen’s Wives urged people to sign a petition to 
keep the rescue helicopter base open. “Save our helo!” the group’s 
Facebook page said.

Oregon’s congressional delegation sent a protest letter to the 
Coast Guard commandant, Adm. Paul Zukunft.

“Closing this facility would threaten the safety of mariners who 
make their living in the waters around Newport and we urge you 
to reverse this decision,” the Oct. 8 letter said.

– Wesley Loy
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BookSHElf Beating the Odds
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-Angus Iversen
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Win free, high-performance PFDs for your 
crew and help them live to be old salts, 
like me. Look for me, Angus, at the CDC/
NIOSH booth #1124 and get the details on 
how you can win. See you at the Pacifi c 
Marine Expo, Nov. 19-21 in Seattle.

WIN PFDs
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The new, seventh edition of Beating the 
Odds: A Guide to Commercial Fishing Safety is 
now available.

The authors are Susan Clark Jensen and 
Jerry Dzugan.

“For more than two decades, hundreds 
of safety trainers, including the U.S. Coast 
Guard, have relied on this book as their 
primary reference and teaching tool,” the 
book description says. “The seventh edition 
features substantial renewal to the chapters 
on first aid, sea survival, and drills, plus 

New edition of popular fishing safety book available
updates to all chapters. The content has 
been revamped to make the book use-
ful worldwide, in warm as well as cold  
regions. Among other USCG-approved 
safety information, the book includes  
directions on conducting safety drills  
mandated by the Commercial Fishing 
Industry Vessel Safety Act of 1988.”

The book tells how fishermen can prevent 
and survive accidents onboard the  
fishing boat, and how to prepare the vessel,  
maintain safety gear, and train the crew so 
problems don’t escalate into disaster.

The book also offers step-by-step instruc-
tions on conducting emergency drills 
required to meet federal requirements for 
crew training.

“For the green crew member or expe-
rienced fisherman, Beating the Odds is 
an excellent and readable resource on  
safety and survival worldwide,” the book 
description says.

The 264-page paperback costs $15. A 
PDF download is $13.50. Order through 
the  Alaska  Sea  Grant  Bookstore  a t  
tinyurl.com/n47tfwc.  
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BookSHElf Bristol Bay Summer by anniE BOOCHEVER

Coming of age in  
  Alaska’s Bristol Bay
  sockeye fishery

Editor’s note: Here’s an excerpt from Bristol Bay Summer, a new novel from Juneau resident Annie  
Boochever. Published by Alaska Northwest Books, the novel is aimed at young people and families. It tells 
the story of 13-year-old Zoey, who finds herself reluctantly immersed in a new adventure – setnetting for 
sockeye salmon in remote Bristol Bay – following the breakup of her parents. Some of the novel’s main  
characters include her mom’s bush pilot boyfriend, Patrick, and 15-year-old Thomas. The book includes a 
handy glossary of fishing terms plus a set of discussion questions.

T hey were almost to the fish camp when Carolyn banged out of the Quonset hut 
door, arms full of heavy-duty fishing clothes.

“Zoey! So glad you’re here. I heard you might join the crew, so I got these ready just 
in case. Here, try on some of this old stuff. You don’t want to get your nice rain gear 
all covered in mud and fish slime.”

Patrick held up a pair of neoprene waders with attached rubber feet. “These  
oughta do. Try ’em on. I gotta get going. Still need to put braces in the back of the 
plane to hold the fish totes. You guys might have enough fish by the end of the day 
to make our first load for Dillingham.”

With a wave, Patrick loped off down the beach toward  
the airplane.

Zoey pulled on the waders one leg at a time. They came up 
almost to her chin. The oversized suspenders fell around her 
sides so Carolyn cinched them up from behind. She chuck-
led. “Well, they are a little long but next summer they ought to  
fit just fine.”

Next summer? Could she be serious?
Then she handed Zoey a pair of rubber boots. “These go over the 

neoprene. Give you a little better footing, and you won’t ruin the 
bottom of the waders.”

Zoey tried not to make a face as she replaced her own boots with 
a pair that was at least two sizes too big. She rummaged through 
the remaining fishy-smelling rain jackets and picked out what 
looked like the smallest. She slipped her arms in. Hmmm, she 
thought. Perfect for a small elephant.

“I’ll go get the truck.” Carolyn disappeared over a gravel bank 
beyond the Quonset hut.

Harold walked up the beach from the edge of the water where he 
had been working on the net.

“Thomas, your crew’s got the next set. You can show Zoey the 
fine points of picking fish. Use the raft. It’s out behind the house. 
I’m gonna try to get a little sleep, and then I’ll come and check  
on you.”

Before Harold disappeared into the Quonset hut, Zoey saw him 
look at her and shake his head. He didn’t think she could do it. 
Was he right? She would soon find out. Carolyn motored down 
the beach toward her in an ancient, rusty pickup with the name 
“Power Wagon” written on the side. Thomas walked up with a big 
inflatable raft on his shoulders.

Continued on page 38
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BookSHElf Bristol Bay Summer continued from page 36
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He set the raft down and hooked a fat 
cable from the winch on the front end of 
the truck to a metal ring at the top of the 
net, which stretched out into the water. 
Then he grabbed a big bag made of can-
vas mesh from the back of the truck and 
spread it out in the bottom of the raft. 
Finally, he tied a line from the raft around  
his waist.

“Follow me,” he said, pulling the raft 
behind him.

Thomas waded into the shallow water 
and Zoey followed behind. Her boots 
immediately filled with water. It felt a  
little cold but the neoprene feet of her  
waders kept her dry. Half walking, half  
sliding through the mud, she picked her 
way behind Thomas. Her foot hit a rock 
and she lurched forward. Thomas grabbed 
her arm.

Why did she always have to look like an idiot 
around Thomas?

“You don’t want to swim in that outfit if 
you can help it,” he said with a tiny smile. 
“In fact, those boots’ll pull you under if you 
fall in deep water, so make sure you can 
kick them off if you need to.”

Pull you under? What had she gotten  
herself into? She took off a glove and 
trailed a hand through the water. It was 

like ice. She quickly dug her hand back into  
the glove.

When the water reached Zoey’s knees, 
she could see salmon caught in the net, all 
silvery and some still moving!

She was surprised at how big they were. 
Each was as long as her arm, right out to 
her fingertips, and nearly as big around as 

the thickest part of her leg.
Zoey watched carefully while Thomas 

moved to the nearest fish and slipped two 
fingers under the sockeye’s gills. He twisted 
his arm so his palm faced the sky and the 
fish’s weight hung from his fingers. Then he 
eased the fish smoothly out of the net and 
tossed it into the canvas bag, which took up 
nearly the whole inside of the raft. It looked 
easy enough.

Zoey focused on the ones still in the net. 
“I thought they were supposed to be red,” 
she said to Thomas because that was what 
she’d seen in the magazines.

“That doesn’t happen until much later.” 
Thomas checked the rope tied from his belt 
to the raft that drifted alongside them.

“Once they’ve made it past our net and 
everyone else’s, and fought their way up 
the stream, that’s when they really change. 
They’ll turn bright red. The females will lay 
their eggs and the males will fertilize them. 
Then, in a couple of days, they’ll die.”

“That doesn’t seem fair.”
“I guess lots of things aren’t fair. But what 

are you gonna do?” He looked up at Zoey 
and shrugged his shoulders. “Your turn.”

Zoey reached one hand into the icy water 
and grabbed a salmon’s head, then pushed 
two fingers of her other hand under its gill. 
Through the glove she could feel the thin 
membrane under the gills give way. The 
heavy fish shook twice.

“It’s wiggling!” Zoey yelled, yank-
ing her hands away from the fish. It fell 
back into the net, shook for a few seconds,  
then stilled.

“That’s what we want. We don’t like ’em 
to drown in the net. And we want to keep 
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the net as empty as we can so the new fish 
don’t get scared away.”

That made perfect sense. What was she 
afraid of anyway? Zoey was determined not 
to look like a helpless city girl. She wasn’t 
afraid to touch fish. Her dad had taught her 
how to kill trout by hitting their heads on 
a rock and how to slide a knife smoothly 

up their bellies to the gills and then to pull 
the insides right out of the opening all at 
once. But she had to admit, those trout were 
nowhere near as big as these salmon. And 
they were not still moving.

“Those teeth look sharp.”
“You just have to be careful. And  

work fast.”

Zoey tried again. This time she managed 
to get her fingers all the way under the gill 
cover. She twisted her arm the way she’d 
seen Thomas do it, and she discovered her 
fingers hooked naturally inside the gills. 
Unfortunately, she also discovered the 
salmon was too heavy to lift out of the net 
with one hand.

“Now grab just in front of the tail with 
your other hand.”

She yanked on the heavy salmon a  
couple of times with both hands, and finally 
heaved it up out of the net.

“Hey, not bad,” Thomas said, smiling.
Zoey was staring at the fish. Even on 

this overcast day, the sides of her salmon 
shimmered silver all the way from its nose 
to the end of its tail. The upper part of the 
salmon was darker, greenish-blue and kind 
of metallic.

At that moment, the salmon thrashed 
wildly in her hands. Without thinking, she 
jerked away. The enormous fish flopped 
back into the dark water, outside the net 
this time, and disappeared.  

Excerpt from the book Bristol Bay Summer © 
2014 by Annie Boochever, Alaska Northwest 
Books. Maps drawn by Ani Rucki. Text and 
maps reprinted by permission.
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BoaT of THE moNTH F/V Paul C. Johnson

the Paul c. Johnson is a 67-foot, all-aluminum tender built to support salmon and crab fisheries in alaska’s norton sound. Photos courtesy of 
Kvichak Marine industries inc. and norton sound Economic development Corp.

Norton Sound Economic Development Corp.’s new 67-foot  
tender vessel, the Paul C. Johnson, honors the memory of 
Paul “Koublou” Charles Johnson, of Unalakleet.

Johnson was a hard-working, skilled, and respected commercial 
fisherman who served as NSEDC’s president as it qualified for 
Alaska’s Community Development Quota program in 1992.

He later served an additional two terms as an NSEDC board 
member, and he was on the board of subsidiary Siu Alaska Corp. 
from April 2009 until the time of his passing.

Johnson also was an Iditarod Trail Sled Dog Race finisher in 1986 
and 2011.

In July, Kvichak Marine Industries Inc. delivered the  
multimission, all-aluminum, shallow-draft crab and salmon tender 
to NSEDC.

by MICHEL DROUIN

Kvichak-built  
tender takes on  
Norton Sound  
shallows

“We are honored to operate a vessel bearing his name, which 
will represent and serve as a reminder of Paul’s dedication and 
support to the Norton Sound region,” Dan Harrelson, NSEDC 
board chairman, said at the christening ceremony at Fishermen’s 
Terminal in Seattle.

Kvichak Marine designed the vessel for the specific requirements 
of NSEDC. The boat, with a 25-foot beam, is intended for very 
shallow-draft crab and salmon tendering operations in the Norton 
Sound region, drawing just 4 feet 6 inches when fully loaded.

The vessel is powered by twin Cummins QSM11 marine diesel 
engines, each rated for 450 bhp at 2100 rpm.

Kvichak reports that the Paul C. Johnson is the “first of its kind 
… built to classification society rules applicable to tender vessels 
of this type.”
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the crane and fish hold aboard the fish tender  
Paul c. Johnson.

The boat is equipped with six smooth-sided, internally insulated fish holds with 
a refrigerated hold capacity of 111,000 pounds. It features a product elevator, Effer 
crane, and Transvac fish pump system.

Straight to work: The Paul C. Johnson began tendering the day it arrived in  
Norton Sound in June. It tenders pink, chum, and coho salmon to the southern 
Norton Sound Seafood Products plant in Unalakleet and red king crab to the 
northern Norton Sound Seafood Products plant in Nome.

The boat is able to maneuver in the shallow mouth of the Unalakleet River. Its 
homeport is Unalakleet, Paul Johnson’s home village.

the Johnson family turned out for the June christening of the  Paul c. Johnson  
in seattle.

Continued on page 42
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BoaT of THE moNTH F/V Paul C. Johnson continued from page 41
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The tender vessel is a part of Norton Sound Seafood Products’ customized  
purchasing plan, tendering fish and crab from community fish-buying stations to 
the processing plants in Unalakleet and Nome. The fish-buying stations and tender  
vessels allow local fishermen to set and pull and deliver during every commercial  
fishing period, allowing total flexibility.

“Kvichak did a beautiful job,” Harrelson said. “It’s been a bonus for us as our  
fisheries have expanded. In 1990, our salmon fishery was dead in the water. We had 
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no crab fishery. And since then we have built 
up the salmon industry and started a Norton 
Sound red king crab fishery in Nome. The  
various fisheries grew so much it demanded 
that we put another vessel on.”

“Paul C. Johnson was one of the principal 
drivers in the restoration of our fisheries,” 
Harrelson continued. “He epitomized moving 
forward. He was motivated to get our people 
fishing again, and now it seems as if it’s been 
getting bigger and better every year.”

Investing in villagers: NSEDC, a non- 
profit organization, has invested consider-
ably into loan programs and gear programs 
to stimulate the economy, and it has been  
working, Harrelson said.

“It has enabled people to get off public  
assistance in some of our communities, and 
people are proud that they can earn their own 
money,” he said. “Young kids are happy to go 
out as deckhands. It has been a revival of the 
fishery. We have been successful stimulating 
the economy in our small villages.”

Harrelson added: “We have various loan 
programs … as a lot of folks in the commu-
nities would not be able to go to a regular 
bank to get loans for boats and licenses. Put-
ting money into a loan program and making 
it available in the villages put people in boats, 
enabled them to buy gear, nets, and crab pots. 
It’s been able to put people to work.”

Brother at the helm: Middy Johnson is  
captain of the Paul C. Johnson. He’s delighted 
with the new boat, named after his brother.

“It is a nice boat named after a great guy,” 
he said.

The tender serves about 140 fishermen 
in five villages over a stretch of 200 miles:  
Shaktoolik, Koyuk, Elim, Golovin, and Unalak-
leet, Johnson said.

“In the Norton Sound area, we have a lot of 
areas that don’t have deep entrances,” he said. 
“One of our issues is not being able to make it 
in with big loads if the tide or wind is not right, 
and that is where the shallow depth comes into 
play, and it has worked great for the season.”

The vessel cruises at 9 knots and can go a 
maximum of about 12 knots, Johnson said.

“So now we have a shallow-draft tender 
that has a good traveling speed. It makes 
everything more efficient,” he said. “It’s easy 
on fuel and makes good time between buy-
ing stations and fishing areas. We are able to 
turn fish around quicker to the fish plant. We 
can keep the fish fresh, and we can keep our 
fishing periods longer because the turnaround 
time is quicker.”

Three other tenders serve the Norton Sound 
area for NSEDC – two salmon tenders and a 
crab tender, Johnson said.
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BoaT of THE moNTH F/V Paul C. Johnson continued from page 42
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the helm of the  
Paul c. Johnson,  

built by  
Kvichak Marine  

industries.

Vessel type: Shallow-draft fish tender
Builder: Kvichak Marine Industries Inc.
Length and beam: 67 feet by 25 feet
Loaded draft: 4 feet 6 inches
Power mains: Twin cummins QSM11 marine diesels
Generators: Northern Lights Inc., 99kW and 38kW
Autopilot: Furuno NavPilot 700
Fire suppression: Kidde Fire Systems
Galley equipment: general Electric
Hatches: Quick-acting watertight (QAWT)
Hydraulic hoses: Parker
Knives: gage Technical gear
Radios and servicing: Standard horizon
Refrigeration: 36-ton dual Integrated Marine Systems  

refrigerated seawater system
Satellite phone: Iridium
Sounders: Furuno DFF1 network sounder
Survival suits: Mustang
Winches: Effer, 5,000-pound capacity
Windows: Diamond Sea glaze
Annual haulout shipyard: Seward

GETTING THE JOB DONE

the galley, sure to be 
everyone’s favorite space 

aboard the new boat.
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YoUr BUSINESS Emergency response

Firefighters apply water to prevent flare-ups on the baker platform in Cook inlet. adEC photo
Inset: Flames ravage the living quarters of the baker platform. nikiski Fire department photo

An offshore oil and gas platform in  
Alaska’s Cook Inlet caught fire Oct. 2, 
prompting authorities to impose a two-mile 
maritime safety zone around the structure.

No spill was reported as a result of the 
fire, which started in the living quarters of 
the Baker platform.

Platform workers were safely evacuated 
by helicopter.

Hilcorp, based in Houston, Texas,  
operates the platform, located approximate-
ly 18 miles northwest of the city of Kenai 
and 45 miles southwest of Anchorage.

While the exact cause of the fire was 
unclear, the incident was not related to the 
platform’s natural gas production, said a 
unified statement from Hilcorp, the U.S. 
Coast Guard, and the Alaska Department of 
Environmental Conservation.

Baker is among 16 oil and gas platforms 
in Cook Inlet. It was installed in 1965 
and stands in the North Middle Ground  
Shoal field.

Another company, Furie, is planning to 
install a new platform in Cook Inlet in the 
coming months. It would be the inlet’s first 
new platform since 2000.  

Cook Inlet platform burns, but no oil spill seen
by WESlEY lOY
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YoUr BUSINESS Science

Hundreds of miles from shore in the Bering Sea, where the  
continental shelf begins its descent into the abyss, there is a 
series of vast, convoluted canyons, including some of the largest  
submarine canyons in the world. Hidden in and around those  
canyons are fragile, deepwater corals that may provide habitat for a 
great diversity of marine life.

At the same time, the Bering Sea is home to some of the most 
valuable and productive fisheries in the world. Among them is 
the Alaska pollock fishery, which landed 1.3 million metric tons 
of fish in 2012 – the largest catch in the nation by far. Large as it is, 
that catch is sustainable. Scientists keep close tabs on the pollock  
population, and catch limits are set well below what the stock can 
support. As a result of this careful management, Alaska pollock has 
never been overfished.

Sustainability means more than just not overfishing, however. 
It also means protecting the ecosystem and its biodiversity. For 
that reason, the North Pacific Fishery Management Council, which 
regulates fishing in Alaska, is considering restricting fishing in  
and around parts of the Bering Sea canyons to protect sensitive  
coral habitats.

But the Bering Sea slope is a vast, unexplored territory, and  
scientists don’t know where – or even if – corals occur there in dense 
formations. So this summer, NOAA Fisheries scientists went to sea 
to find out. The results of their survey will help ensure that ecosys-
tem protection and large-scale fishing can continue to coexist in the  
Bering Sea.

Photographing the seafloor: During a recently completed 30-day 
expedition, NOAA Fisheries scientists conducted the first-ever 
broad-area survey looking for deepwater corals on the outer conti-
nental shelf and slope of the Bering Sea.

At 250 randomly selected locations, they dropped a bug-eyed, two-
lens camera into the water and ran picture-taking transects. Scien-
tists will use the resulting images to identify corals and estimate their 
abundance. Because the dual lenses produce a three-dimensional 
image, scientists will also be able to measure the dimensions of corals 
and gauge their importance as structural habitat for fish and crabs.

“The results of this survey will vastly increase our understand-
ing of the distribution and abundance of corals in the Bering 
Sea,” said Doug DeMaster, director of NOAA’s Alaska Fisheries  
Science Center.

Good decisions require good science: There have been a hand-
ful of submersible expeditions to the Bering Sea canyons before, but 
the areas involved are far too vast to be explored this way. Even the 
camera survey only managed to sample the area it covered, which 
was larger than the state of Maryland. So instead of relying on direct 
observation, scientists use predictive models that generate maps 
showing the likelihood that corals are present in an area based on 
depth, current, latitude, and slope. Until now, the model scientists 
used in the Bering Sea was based on very limited data and produced 
highly uncertain results.

“The field work this summer was designed to ground truth the 
model,” said Chris Rooper, the lead scientist on the survey. “Where 
does it work? Where doesn’t it work and why? And how can we 
modify it so it produces more reliable results?”

Once the model has been improved, it should produce maps 
that more reliably predict where in the Bering Sea deepwater  
corals occur in significant densities. If they do, the North Pacific 
Council could then use these maps to strategically target areas for  
protection in a way that balances ecosystem preservation with the 
need to harvest fish.

by RiCH PRESS

Pioneering NOAA expedition maps  
Bering Sea deepwater corals

The council is made up of government, industry, and academic 
experts, and their decision-making process is open and transparent. 
Although it’s too early to know what decision it will reach in this 
case, the council is widely recognized as a global leader in sustain-
able fishery management, and it has a long history of implementing 
fishing restrictions to protect sensitive habitats. For instance, in 2006 
the council created a series of six marine protected areas around the 
recently discovered and magnificent Aleutian Islands coral gardens.

Data analysis has just begun: From an operating station on 
deck, Rooper used a joystick to control the camera’s altitude, flying 
it about two meters above the bottom while avoiding boulders and  
other obstacles.

Even though the 30-day field expedition has ended, the real work 
has only begun. Scientists will spend much of the next nine months 
analyzing the images, identifying, counting, and measuring every 
coral, sponge, sea whip, crab, and fish they see.

“It can take two days to analyze a single transect when a lot of 
animals show up,” Rooper said.

In all, he and his colleagues will analyze nearly 225,000 images. 
They expect to submit their final results, and a new and improved 
model for predicting coral abundance in the Bering Sea, to the  
council next June.  

Rich Press is a fisheries science writer for NOAA Fisheries, also known as 
the National Marine Fisheries Service.
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YoUr BUSINESS Commentary

Editor’s note: The following commentary is taken from the Alaska  
Seafood Marketing Institute’s 2014 annual report.

The battle over ecolabels has gotten more intense, as  
environmental nongovernmental organizations, or ENGOs, have 
aggressively attempted to directly discredit ASMI’s Responsible 
Fisheries Management Certification standards in favor of the 
Marine Stewardship Council certification. As more Alaska fisher-
ies consider leaving the MSC program and the ENGO monopoly 
on market access is weakened, ASMI will continue to conduct  
aggressive marketing campaigns to protect the Alaska brand. 
ASMI is collaborating with other fishing entities that have or are  

ASMI: Beware forces seeking control of seafood supply chain
considering similar certification models. Other state and fed-
eral entities, including the Alaska Department of Fish and Game,  
Alaska’s congressional delegation, and NOAA Fisheries, share 
ASMI’s concerns about an ENGO monopoly.

In addition to eroding the Alaska brand, the ENGO sustainabil-
ity movement creates the additional challenge of defending market 
access for Alaska seafood and the state’s right to govern its own 
resources. These threats include:

Market access: Over the past several years, especially in 
Europe but now increasingly in the United States, the MSC  
has been adopted as a “requirement” by a number of major  

retailers, including large retail chains like 
Walmart. Even some of the most loyal Alas-
kan seafood customers are reluctant to go 
against these ENGOs, despite knowing 
that Alaska fisheries are sustainable in their 
own right. A considerable amount of time 
and resources are required to combat this 
movement on a global scale. ENGOs use 
third-party certification programs such as 
the MSC to control the market for wild fish, 
and through that control make demands on 
fishery managers outside the governance 
process. What began as a sustainability 
movement to reward well-managed fisher-
ies has effectively morphed into a program 
that allows the ENGO community to  
control the supply chain.

Governance: What the ENGOs are 
unable to successfully achieve through 
participation at the North Pacific Fishery 
Management Council or the Alaska Board 
of Fisheries, they are attempting to force 
upon fishery managers through control of 
the market gate. The MSC is dominated 
by the ENGO community, which drives 
their agenda and ever-changing criteria. 
Left unchecked, the situation may evolve 
to where the state will have to capitulate 
to ENGO demands or face losing mar-
kets, as is the current situation in many 
parts of Europe. So far, the U.S. and Asian 
markets have been more reasonable, but 
pressure is growing. This year the MSC’s 
attempt to discredit Alaska’s hatchery pro-
gram and refusal to certify Prince William 
Sound salmon fisheries is a perfect example  
of undue ENGO intrusion into fisheries 
management.

Future threat: ASMI and industry  
members have received social respon-
sibility questionnaires from customers  
questioning compliance with an ENGO-
generated set of social issues (such as 
working conditions, pay, break schedules, 
and living conditions). This year a major 
retailer discontinued sourcing Alaska  
salmon from a company that did not sub-
mit a social responsibility audit designed 
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YoUr BUSINESS Fisheries enhancement

The sea can be hostile.   Hazards abound.  
Disaster and risk of injury are never far away. 

Training programs dedicated to the safe return 
of men and women who work on the water
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WE ASPIRE TO:
•	 Be	the	maritime	industry’s	

first	choice	for	safety	and	
emergency	procedures	
training

•	 Provide	tools	and	
motivation	to	help	our	
students	improve	safety	in	
their	workplace

•	 Build	lasting	professional	
realtionships	through	
exceptional	customer	
service

•	 Establish	pride	through	
professionalism

WHAT WE DO:
•	 Provide	hands-on	learning	

experiences
•	 Utilize	purpose	built	

training	facilities
•	 Employ	only	exceptional	

instructors
•	 Partner	with	companies	

who	pro-actively	support	
their	employees’	safety

•	 Conduct	initial	and	
recurrent	training	for	
thousands	of	professional	
mariners	every	year

Fremont Maritime	is	a	committed	world	leader	in	the	field	
of	marine	safety	and	survival	training.		We	are	proud	to	help	
professional	mariners	do	a	difficult	job	well,	reduce	their	risk	
of	on-the-job	accidents	and	injuries,	and	help	them	come	
home	safe	to	the	people	who	care	about	them.

Training programs dedicated 
to the safe return of men and 
women who work on the water.

The sea can be hostile. 
Hazards abound. 
Disaster and risk of injury 
are never far away.
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fremontmaritime.com

by an ENGO. This ENGO market control 
must be challenged before the state loses 
credibility and its ability to manage our 
fisheries in the best interest of Alaskans. 
The federal government is also facing this 
same issue for federally managed fish-
eries, as are other governments around 
the world who responsibly manage their  
fisheries. Additional expensive, nonregu-
latory conditions and certifications are 
an unnecessary hurdle at the market gate 
that may affect the future marketability,  
sustainability, and financial viability of 
Alaska’s seafood fisheries.  

The government of Canada is providing $34.2 million over five 
years to upgrade and renew salmon hatcheries and spawning 
channels operated by the federal government under the Salmonid 
Enhancement Program.

This funding includes $13.8 million to refurbish crucial water 
supply and delivery systems at all 16 major salmon hatcheries 
and many spawning channels and $20.4 million to modernize 
and refurbish aging infrastructure at Bella Coola’s Snootli Creek  
Hatchery, which serves British Columbia’s Central Coast, an Oct. 3 
press release said.

“The investments will renew infrastruc-
ture that is, in many cases, 30 years old,” 
the government said. “It will also improve 
efficiency of the facilities, their opera-
tional reliability and flexibility, and reduce  
maintenance costs. A reliable supply of 
high-quality water is a critical element to  
the successful production of salmon at 
hatcheries and spawning channels.”

The investment is part of ongoing efforts 
by the government of Canada to reinvest 
in the 36-year-old Salmonid Enhancement  
Program, the press release said.

A $14 million renovation of the Quinsam 
River Hatchery in Campbell River was  
completed in 2014, and other hatcheries will 
be upgraded according to priority.

The Salmonid Enhancement Program 
operates 23 salmon hatcheries and spawn-
ing channels, which release hundreds of 
millions of juvenile salmon every year to 
supplement wild stocks and sustain British 
Columbia fisheries.

Salmon hatcheries play a key role in the 
program’s efforts to conserve weak salmon 
stocks; provide recreational, commercial, 
and aboriginal fishing opportunities; and 
support stock assessment.

Hatcheries and spawning channels  
provide increased fishing opportunities and 
account for an estimated 10 to 20 percent of 
all salmon harvested in British Columbia, 
the press release said.

Canada to upgrade salmon hatcheries, spawning channels
“Our government is committed to enhancing, conserving, and 

rebuilding wild salmon in British Columbia,” said Gail Shea, minis-
ter of Fisheries and Oceans Canada. “That is why we are investing 
$34.2 million to upgrade and modernize hatcheries and spawning 
channels. Salmon hatcheries play a key role in our shared efforts 
to conserve and rebuild salmon stocks. As that rebuilding occurs,  
it will lead to an increase in recreational, commercial, and  
aboriginal fishing opportunities, which in turn is good for the 
province’s economy.”  
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by MiCHEl DROUinB.C. UpdaTE
A tenderman’s log: Characters keep the job interesting

Huge run: One month, three boats, four skippers, and 21  
million sockeye.

Well, I’m stretching it a bit. 
We didn’t handle all 21 million 
sockeye in my month of tendering 
on the Fraser River this year, but 
that was the final estimated run 
size. It was sure enough to keep 
me busy as a crewman on the 
various boats I was aboard in 
August and September.

I first sailed on Aug. 11 on the 
venerable Hesquiat as deckhand 
for a two-day trip. It was great 
to be with the guys on the boat 
again. We’ve sailed together many 
times all over the coast. They’re 
all great guys, and I enjoy being 
around Gary, the engineer, for  
his storytelling.

For the balance of the August 
and early September gillnet 
openings, I was on the ex-seiner 
Ocean Royal. For the last two 
openings, once the Ocean Royal 
was tied up Sept. 5, I went out 
on the Westview #1 until the last 
gillnet fishery Sept. 14.

Even though we didn’t do much 
traveling, except for running 
from the Fraser River over to 
the Canadian Fishing Co.’s Gore 
Avenue plant in Vancouver 3 1/2 
hours away, it was good to be out 
on the water again. There was a 
revolving cast of characters, too, 
with the different boats I was on. I 
sailed with Rob, the skipper of the 
Hesquiat, for one trip. My skipper  
on the Ocean Royal, also named 
Michel, had to go early, and we got Rod, another veteran captain. 
Then at the end, it was Rick on the Westview #1.

Except for Rick, I knew them all well, having sailed on many B.C. update continued on page 69

don boulton dumps a tote of sockeye into the hold of the  
Westview #1 during tendering operations this year on the  
Fraser river. that’s the Golden Ears bridge in the background. 
Photo by Michel drouin

trips with them. Rick was a real character – 
70 years old, 
h e  h a d 
tales dating 
back to his 
years at Columbia University in 
New York studying aeronautical 
engineering in the early 1960s. He 
told of his international travels 
and, of course, fishing up and 
down the British Columbia coast 
for many years. Rocket science’s 
loss was the B.C. industry’s gain.

For most of the season I worked 
with engineer Don on the Ocean 
Royal and the Westview #1. Don is 
a quiet, efficient guy who always 
jumps in and pulls twice his 
weight and is always pleasant  
and agreeable.

Tough guy: You meet some real 
characters when the fishery gets 
hectic. The company hired a lot of 
fish throwers this season to unload 
boats (there were eight on the 
Hesquiat), and they were mostly 
high school students.

We had one fish thrower, let’s 
call him “Beef,” who could work 
like a maniac. He was about twice 
the age of the 16- and 17-year-old 
kids we usually got, and being 
older, had more stories to tell. A 
former drug debt collector, he 
had three bullet wounds in him 
… from paintball guns firing ball 
bearings. He hung around with 
such low-rent gangsters that they 
couldn’t afford real guns.

He also claimed to have served 
in the U.S. Marines, describing action in Pakistan. As far as I know, 
the U.S. Marines have not been in Pakistan, so take that for what 
it’s worth.
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fISH faCTor by lainE WElCH

Here are chances to fix electrical issues, affect fish policy
Plug in! Electricity is any boat’s lifeline. A new, self-paced online 

course will show all mariners how to spot and fix basic electrical 
problems on any vessel.

“You get a 30-year-old boat, and some of the wiring is just amaz-
ing. Somebody adds or takes something out, and they leave the old 
wiring behind,” said Alan Sorum, a former Valdez harbormaster and 
a collaborator on the Boat Electrical Systems course offered now at 
the University of Alaska Southeast.

Wiring is just one of eight modules in the course, which use  
animations, YouTube videos, and direct contacts with experts at the 
Sitka campus.

Being able to deliver the course online and at a distance has been 
the “great bridge,” said Torie Baker, an Alaska Sea Grant adviser in 
Cordova and a partner in the project.

“There’s been a real need for this basic but upgraded look 
at these kinds of electrical systems. Classes like this help you  
systematically understand what you’re up against and how to  
troubleshoot it, and the tools that you need,” Baker said.

Just knowing the basics of bonding and grounding could prevent 
headaches for the harbormaster, Sorum said.

“Boats have AC systems and DC systems, and if they’re not wired 
correctly, you end up getting voltage or current in the wrong places, 
and it causes all kinds of problems – for your boat and your neigh-
bor’s,” he said.

The Boat Electrical Systems course is open for signups now. 
The course is 10 to 15 hours and is self-paced over three months. 
The cost is $125. For more information, call Amy Crews at (907)  
747-7762 or go to tinyurl.com/nzarl8f.

      
Shellfish update: Southeast Alaska’s pot 

shrimp season opened Oct. 1 with a region-
wide harvest of about half a million pounds. 
Crabbers also began dropping pots that 
day for the fall Dungeness fishery. The total 
Dungeness catch this year could top 6 mil-
lion pounds. Dive fisheries for sea cucum-
ber and urchins also got under way Oct. 1 in 
Southeast and Kodiak.

      
Meeting season: The Alaska Board of 

Fisheries was to begin its meeting cycle with 
a work session Oct. 15-16 in Juneau.

The board is scheduled to meet 
Dec.  3-8 in Cordova to consider 
finfish proposals for Prince William Sound, 
the upper Copper River, and the upper 
Susitna River.

Subsequent meetings through the win-
ter will be in Wrangell and Sitka and will 
focus on Southeast and Yakutat shell-
fish and finfish. The cycle will end with 
a March 17-20 meeting in Anchorage  
on statewide Dungeness crab, shrimp, and 
miscellaneous shellfish proposals.

The Board of Fisheries oversees all com-
mercial, sport, and subsistence fisheries in 
state waters.

It’s possible the board could take up some 
out-of-cycle proposals regarding Cook Inlet, 
where big management changes were put in 
place last year.

      
Fake fish fracas: A group of 90 scientists 

and biotechnology execs from a ro u n d  t h e 
world were  pushing President Obama to 
expedite final approval of genetically modified 
salmon for U.S. markets.

In a September letter, they urged that the U.S. Food and Drug 
Administration put an end to the long wait for final approval of  
laboratory-produced salmon made by AquaBounty Technologies Inc.

For 20 years, the company has sought FDA approval for  
what would be the first genetically modified animal allowed for 
human consumption.

The scientists argue that the genetic techniques for salmon are 
no different from those used in the hundreds of millions of acres of 
crops planted each year.

Alaska Sens. Mark Begich and Lisa Murkowski have opposed 
approval of what they call “Frankenfish.”

AquaBounty said its salmon have “the potential to grow to market 
size in half the time of conventional salmon.”

      
Congrats! Hats off to United Fishermen of Alaska, which is  

celebrating 40 years of advocating for Alaska’s fishing industry.
UFA is the nation’s largest fishing trade association with nearly 40 

member groups.
An awards ceremony and banquet was planned for Sept. 26 at the 

Hotel Captain Cook in Anchorage.

Pacific Fishing columnist Laine Welch writes the Fish Factor newspaper 
column and produces Fish Radio out of Kodiak.

For all of your quality fuel needs, 
call us toll-free at 800.478.2688

Delta Western has been living and working in 
Alaska long enough to develop a local’s sense 
of pride in the natural beauty that’s all around 
us. That’s why we’re committed to serving 
you in a way that provides the highest level 
of environmental responsibility. It’s why our 
employees are so rigorously trained. And why our 
facilities are regularly inspected and maintained. 
Living here has fueled our devotion to protecting 
our environment. And inspired us to care deeply 
about Fueling Alaska Safely.

When you actually live where you work, you care 
even more about keeping your work space clean.
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SoUTHErN ClImES by DaniEl Mintz 

Disease migrates with Klamath fish; the Eel River situation
Manipulating migration: Aside from being monolithic barriers 

to salmon migration, California’s mighty dams are the state’s  
hedges against drought. Resented in the northern part of the state 
for blocking fish and diverting water, dams are nevertheless offset-
ting drought conditions by routing an increasingly unique resource 
– cold water – into river systems plagued with low flows.

Releasing reservoir water to avert ecological disaster is ongoing 
in the Klamath River system following an outcry for it from 
tribes, political officials, and environmentalists. Late last summer,  
emergency water releases allowed disease-threatened salmon to 
move upstream from the river’s drying lower reach.

It was a simple equation – release water, save fish. But the  
disease problem wasn’t so easily solved. Because as fish move, so 
do the parasites that kill them.

That became evident in mid-September, when tribal biologists 
discovered that the disease-causing parasite that was killing fish in 
the lower Klamath had moved to the mid-Klamath.

The parasite – Ichthyophthirius multifiliis, nicknamed Ich – 
hadn’t been seen in the river since the 2002 outbreak that killed 
60,000 fish.

That kind of die-off can be prevented by water releases, but in 
the middle section of the Klamath River, flows are on their own. 
The mid-Klamath is upstream of the Trinity River, the transport 
channel of water from the Lewiston and Trinity reservoirs, so 
there’s no ability to boost flows there.

In times like these, water users are asked to siphon less river 
water. Since that’s uncertain, the hope is that boosting lower  
Klamath flows will have been done in time to temper the spread of 

Ich and reduce its incidence upstream.
But as of early fall, sampling of salmon 

showed that of 26 fish tested, 11 were Ich-
infested. As of this writing, the situation is 
being nervously monitored.

      
Hitting the flow floor: The Eel River, once one of the state’s 

largest salmon producers, is another waterway impacted by diver-
sions and dams. Its main stem as of early September was in a 
sorry state, one that would have been even sorrier if not for the  
government-ordered help provided by the Potter Valley Project – 
an oft-villainized hydropower project that doubles as the diversion  
mechanism for watering vineyards and enabling sewage treatment in  
Sonoma County.

It’s also a drought-beater. Federal and state agencies require 
water releases into the Eel when river flows become anemic, as 
they did in mid-August, due to drought. Releases from Pillsbury 
Reservoir were to continue through the end of October to elevate 
flows in the Eel’s main stem.

They didn’t get to the main stem in time to prevent a complete 
drying out of the river reach near Fortuna, however. The Eel River 
Recovery Project reported that a water gauge upstream of the dry 
patch recorded a flow that was lower than any seen since 1924.

But as the river is rehydrated by the alleged culprit of its  
historical dehydration – dam-enabled water manipulation – 
another facet of human engineering is at work for the benefit  
of salmon.

      
Estuary investment: The Eel River’s salmon-producing glory 

days are mere local history, but today’s runs are still important and 
have growth potential.

The National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration 
has declared that “recovery of Eel River salmonid stocks can 
have a significant influence on the regional fishing economy of  
California’s north coast,” and there’s money behind the statement.

The extent of restoration investment was detailed a few 
weeks back, when federal, state, and local officials joined tribal  
members, landowners, and biologists at Fortuna’s River Lodge 
to mark completion of the first phase of an $8 million estuary  
restoration effort that spans 330 acres.

Serving the dual purpose of protecting farmlands from flooding 
and restoring habitat, the Salt River Restoration Project includes 
a complete reconstruction and enlarging of 2.5 miles of the Salt 
River’s channel. The expansive restoration area is receiving waters 
from the ocean and the Eel River for the first time since tidal action 
was interrupted by agricultural dikes a century ago.

A second phase costing $5 million will further the restoration 
effort.

There’s more. Establishment of the Eel River Estuary Preserve 
will increase salmon-rearing habitat by enhancing sloughs and  
tidal creek channels and replacing tide gates with ones that allow 
fish access to wetland areas.

The state-funded $1 million project is set for completion in 2016.
Another $328,000 is being invested in breaching and removing 

levees at the 375-acre Eel River Wilderness area 10 miles south of 
Eureka. The work will result in restoration of the tidal prism and a 
re-opening of estuary habitat areas to salmon.

The trio of projects comprises what NOAA calls “the largest 
Southern ClimeS continued on page 70
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ToUGH GIrl by aMY MaJORS

Stuck on the north end – no fish, no fun, grinding away

To fish with us: 
call 1-800-426-5490   
and ask for Alaska Support.

We hustle so  
you keep fishing

thank you for fishing with us

Pissing me off: We spent the entire goddamn summer at “LZP,” 
and it sucked ass. Our largest set was 4,500 pounds of dogs, 
and I got a full-time stalker out of the ordeal, not to mention the  
entire fleet watching my every move – making it all the more enter-
taining for the entire crew onboard the Shackleton.

“This magazine gig is beginning to piss me off,” I told one of the 
people who wanted to meet me, then I turned around and shook 
my head at the guys on deck in annoyance.

It was only a few days after returning from Bristol Bay that I flew 
into Sitka to go seining on the Shackleton.

I was content with having no home base but discontent without 
my dog and with people questioning my place of residence.

“My Grundéns sea bag,” would be the general reply, and “Any 
boat I can get a job on.”

“You’re really not a commercial fisherman, are you?” is always 
the follow-up question.

Then I roll my eyes and make my smartass reply: “If I had a 
nickel for every time someone has asked me that question, I would 
have a Fred Wahl by now!”

New boat, new crew, new attitude: I stepped onboard the 
Shackleton, met the crew, and was excited to go seining. I was  
totally over gillnetting until Bristol Bay next year.

That day, with no boat work, and no fishing until the following 
afternoon, the boys and I decided to go up to the rifle range. We 
also decided to day drink.

For some reason, someone always tells me “Tough Girls” can’t 
shoot more whiskey than the boys, and for the same reason, I 
always have to take them up on the bet. It’s extremely easy to go 
one shot of Sinfire over the line, though. Usually great ideas result, 
ideas I never would’ve thought of otherwise.

One of the most brilliant ideas on this particular day was to run 
down the ramp upon our arrival at Crescent Harbor. After all, I am 
a runner. I run up Deer Mountain in Ketchikan with Hoonah, my 
dog, all the time. So I bolted down the ramp at mach speed. Two 
leaps later, the whiskey kicked in, and I came to the realization that 
this was the dumbest idea I’d had since almost moving to Canada 
in May. Face first, in front of my new captain, I fell on the dock. Not 
the best first impression, and an extremely unprofessional way to 
present yourself, at that. But it happened, and we were able to all 
laugh it off nonetheless.

I didn’t get a chance to do laundry, so I had to wash it all in the 
sink one night. Good idea at the time, but bad idea when I took it to 
the hotel the next day and the dryers were inoperable.

“Is that dinner in the oven?” the captain asks.
“No, it’s just yoga pants that I stuck near the heater to dry out. 

Don’t worry, there are also sports bras and panties hanging all over 
the state room and on the fire extinguisher,” I said, as I let out a 
little giggle.

The skiff man, Justin, just shook his head. He was the poor guy 
who had to sleep below me, and he let me know it, too.

“Amy, I didn’t even know that girls could snore like that! Were 
you chasing rabbits in your dreams last night, brown bear?!”

I don’t think Justin got much sleep the entire summer.
First opening was a bust. So was the second. So was the third. 

You get the idea.
We did have a lot of fun one time up in Slokum. You invent 

things to do on the boat after nine days with slow fishing. You also 
invent different ways to cook, when you run out of the necessities. 
For instance, if you ever run out of oil when you jig up a halibut 

and want to use the deep fryer, never fear. Just 
use seven sticks of butter. It works every time.

Not so fun: It was blowing a steady 35 at the 
north end of “Your Mom Inlet” that next day, 
and I was dreading piling gear. I’m a lead girl, 
but not on this boat. I’m used to the 14-pound, soft-laid lead line on 
the Prospector. This one is only 7, and it’s stiff, so Vaughn and I take 
turns piling it every other set, because we hate the way it comes 
through the block.

“F--- my life,” I mutter to the guys on the back deck.
Immediately after I say that, Vaughn drops the web and scurries 

to grab it before it gets wrapped in the ring bar again.
“What the hell is going on now?!” yells the captain.
“F------ everything!” Vaughn yells back.
I personally couldn’t agree more with that statement. Everything 

was wrong. For the first time in my seining career we were stuck 
on the north end, where there were no fish, and also no tender  
service to go south to districts 1, 2, and 3 where we would actually 
make some money.

My seiner buddies would call and rub it in on a daily basis, too.
“Amy, we just got another deckload, how much did you  

haul in?”
I would reply, “Go f--- yourself.” Then laugh it off, because there 

wasn’t much more I could do about the situation.
Grinding away for Jesus: Out here grinding away at the same 

spot we’ve been since I came back from the bay. Steady 80 dogs a 
haul today. And at a possible 90 cents a pound, it could just pay for

tough girl ontinued on page 70
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by WESlEY lOYalaSka NoTEBook
USDA helps salmon industry; CCF rules could be relaxed

Ready for

THE NEXT
100 YEARS

 Grand Opening, Fishermen’s Terminal, January 10, 1914.portseattle.org

Pushing pinks: Alaska’s salmon industry received welcome 
relief in September when the U.S. Department of Agriculture  
purchased nearly $13 million in canned pink salmon for  
distribution to child nutrition and other domestic food  
assistance programs.

Alaska politicians, including Gov. Sean Parnell, pressed USDA 
for the purchase. In a late July letter to Agriculture Secretary Tom 
Vilsack, Parnell said Alaska’s enormous pink salmon harvest in 
2013 had resulted in an unsold inventory of more than 6 million 
cases, or two years of fish at current demand.

The high inventory was driving down prices paid to fishermen, 
Parnell said.

The USDA’s Agricultural Marketing Service routinely buys sur-
plus food commodities, from beef to vegetables, and has purchased 
Alaska salmon on prior occasions.

A USDA purchase summary dated Sept. 24 said the agency 
bought 297,600 cases of pink salmon (24 tall cans per case) for  
$12.8 million.

Ocean Beauty Seafoods (Cordova plant) led all companies with 
about $4.7 million in sales. Other companies making sales included 
Icicle Seafoods (Petersburg), Trident Seafoods (Ketchikan), and 
Peter Pan Seafoods (Astoria, Oregon).

      
Capital Construction Fund: The National Marine Fisheries  

Service on Sept. 25 proposed changes to ease restrictions on the use 
of Capital Construction Fund deposits.

The CCF program dates to 1970 and was meant to help  

vessel owners accumulate the large amounts 
of capital necessary for fleet modernization 
and expansion. It allowed deposits of fishing 
income into tax-deferred accounts.

Currently, about $263 million is on  
deposit under 1,634 agreements between program participants  
and the government.

U.S. policy has changed over time, with the buildup of fishing 
fleets no longer encouraged.

Many of the CCF agreements were established years ago for 
projects that aren’t viable today, NMFS said.

“Consequently, CCF participants are faced with either having 
funds languish on deposit for nonviable scheduled projects or 
making a nonqualified withdrawal of funds and paying deferred 
taxes at the highest marginal rate,” the agency said.

NMFS proposes easing current restrictions on allowable uses of 
CCF funds.

“For example, currently, reconstruction is required when  
using CCF funds to acquire a used vessel. Reconstruction is 
mandated regardless of the condition of the vessel,” NMFS said. 
“Consequently, the CCF participant must often invest money in 
unnecessary capital improvements. If this requirement is elimi-
nated and the definition of a ‘qualified reconstruction’ is changed, 
a large portion of the funds that are currently on deposit could be 
used for projects that are actually needed, rather than required by  
now-outdated regulations.”

NMFS also proposes adding a restriction to disallow withdrawal 
of CCF funds for projects that increase harvesting capacity.

NMFS is taking public comment until Nov. 10 on the  
proposed changes to CCF regulations. For more information, go  
to  tinyurl.com/ozshyoa.

      
Crabbing way up north: Norton Sound saw a fine summer  

season for red king crab.
The fishery opened June 25, with the last delivery made Aug. 15.
Crabbers took the full quota of 382,800 pounds and earned an 

average price of $5.12 per pound, the fourth-highest ever paid but 
shy of last year’s $5.63. Total ex-vessel value for the fishery was 
$1.96 million.

Thirty-three vessels made landings in the open-access fishery, 
and two buyers took part: Norton Sound Seafood Products  
and AquaTech.

      
Easy money: Qualified Alaska residents this year received a  

Permanent Fund dividend payment of $1,884.
The dividend amount, which the governor announced on Sept. 

17, was more than double last year’s $900.
The Permanent Fund is Alaska’s oil wealth savings account.  

Dividends are paid from the fund’s earnings on stock, bond, and 
real estate investments.

The state paid out most dividends on Oct. 2.
Dividends are paid to all Alaska residents, including children, 

who apply and who meet minimum residency requirements.
This is the 33rd year the state has paid a Permanent Fund  

dividend, with the biggest being $2,069 in 2008. A person  
qualifying for all dividends to date has received $37,027.41.

Wesley Loy is editor of Pacific Fishing magazine and producer of  
Deckboss, a blog on Alaska commercial fisheries.
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lETTEr from UNalaSka by laUREn ROSEntHal

Trawl survey finds robust Bering Sea pollock stock
Pollock on the up: This summer, biologists rode into the  

Bering Sea to trawl for pollock. They were testing to see how 
well the stock is doing – and their findings were exceptional.  
Biomass was 55 percent higher than average and the second- 
highest since managers started conducting trawl surveys more 
than 30 years ago.

It’s not completely clear what’s causing this boom. But according 
to federal fishery scientist Jim Ianelli, there’s more than one strong 
year-class out on the grounds. And there are also significant  
numbers of young pollock, which could pay off down the road.

While the National Marine Fisheries Service trumpeted the  
survey results, the agency warned that catch limits won’t  
necessarily increase next year. Groundfish catch in the Bering 
Sea has to stay below 2 million metric tons, and there are other  
commercially harvested species to consider besides pollock. For 
that reason, NMFS said, the pollock catch limit usually doesn’t 
exceed 1.3 million metric tons.

      
Bycatch in the crosshairs: The Bering Sea pollock fleet 

always tries to finish its B season as early as possible to avoid the  
upwelling of salmon that hits the grounds in late fall. Try as they 
might, deliveries usually trickle in through October.

“This year, we’re not going to see that,” said NMFS biologist 
Krista Milani. The inshore fleet wrapped up about a month early.

Even so, two prominent tribal groups decided to file for an  
emergency reduction in the number of Chinook salmon that 
Bering Sea trawlers can take as bycatch. In mid-September, the 
Tanana Chiefs Conference and the Association of Village Council  
Presidents asked the North Pacific Fishery Management Council to 
cut the hard limit from 60,000 Chinook to 20,000 for the rest of 2014.

When the pollock fleet wrapped up fishing for the year, the tally 
was 14,794 Chinook.

Filed after another tough summer for subsistence users, the  
petition was largely symbolic.

“In terms of conservation, both the Kuskokwim and Yukon  
rivers have experienced record low returns and have either failed 
or had extreme challenges in meeting escapement goals,” the 
groups wrote in a letter to the NPFMC. “In this situation, literally 
every fish counts.”

Chinook bycatch usually draws the most heat, but harvesters 
in the Yukon-Kuskokwim region also are upset about chums after 
passing up fishing opportunities to let Chinook get through. It’s 
tough to draw year-to-year comparisons, Milani said. But it looks 
like the trawl fleet took almost 100,000 more chums this year than 
in 2013.

By the end of the year, the North Pacific Council is expected to 
take up a long list of proposals for limiting both kinds of salmon 
bycatch in the Bering Sea.

      
VPSO shortage: In Unalaska, the police force is a constant  

presence – breaking up fights at local bars, issuing speeding  
tickets, and handling the usual small-town drama. In many  
Aleutian communities, those duties fall to village public safety  
officers. But two fishing ports are struggling to fill that role.

Akutan’s VPSO quit for personal reasons at the end of  
September. False Pass hasn’t had an officer for two  
months; the outgoing VPSO went back to Maine to be near  
his grandchildren. The regional Native organization that’s  

responsible for hiring these officers, the  
Aleutian Pribilof Islands Association, is 
reviewing applications.

But the Aleutians are notoriously bad at 
retaining public safety officers once they 
arrive. APIA coordinator Michael Nemeth tells me he’d like to 
recruit a local candidate, “but that’s a rarity” in this sparsely  
populated corner of the state.

      
Murder trial: In 2012, two employees of the Bering Fisheries  

processing plant in Unalaska were accused of beating their  
co-worker to death. Jonathan Adams, 55, died of severe head injuries.

After spending more than two years in jail, Leonardo Bongolto 
Jr. and Denison Soria this fall were acquitted of murder.

The trial was a weeklong ordeal, with Tagalog and Swahili  
interpreters assisting the defendants and the victim’s partner, 
respectively. Superior Court Judge Patricia Douglass flew in from 
Dillingham to preside.

The key witness was a young woman who called police as she 
saw a fight unfold outside the Bering Fisheries bunkhouse.

Although the jury found the men not guilty of second-degree 
murder, they couldn’t reach a consensus on a slew of lesser  
charges – ranging from assault to manslaughter. Douglass declared a  
mistrial. The defendants could pursue a plea agreement, or the case 
could go back to trial next winter.

Lauren Rosenthal is a reporter for KUCB, Unalaska. Previsouly, she 
worked for the Pittsburgh Post-Gazette.

Booth
#1025
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Pacific Fishing magazine, the leading commercial fishing journal for 
the North Pacific seafood industry, will have a prominent pres-

ence at this year’s Pacific Marine Expo.

The massive trade show, also known as Fish Expo, offers a 
great opportunity to shop for the latest gear and to connect 
with fishing colleagues, regulators, and safety officials.

Find the Pacific Fishing team on the show floor at booth No. 
634. You can visit with the editor, as well as our writers and 
sales staff. You also can grab recent issues of the magazine 
and sign up for a subscription and our free daily e-newsletter, 
FishWrap.

Pacific Marine Expo runs Nov. 19-21 at the centuryLink Field 
Event center in downtown Seattle, right between the Se-

ahawks and Mariners stadiums. A spacious parking garage at 
the Event center makes attending the show easy as cake.

For more information, go to pacificmarineexpo.com.

Come visit the Pacific Fishing team at Expo!

PACIFIC MARINE EXPO 

New Gage Storm Surge Bibs
grundéns USA offers its new Gage Storm 
Surge Bib Pants, providing fishermen with 
advanced protection, ease of movement 
and superior breathability.

These bibs are tailored from heavy-
duty 10,000mm waterproof nylon and 
feature expandable elastic side gussets, 
fully taped seams, an interior lining with 

unique North Pacific Weather Fax print, and heavy-duty 
Velcro cinch ankle adjustments. Easy-to-adjust, permanently 
attached suspenders make it easy to obtain the ideal fit for 
different body shapes, while a large, Velcro-sealed interior 
chest storage pocket keeps important items protected  
and accessible.

Available in sizes XS to 5XL, with a retail price of $119 ($140 
for sizes 3XL-5XL).

Grundéns UsA Booth #721

Rogue Fishing Vest
KENT Safety Products introduces the 
Rogue Fishing Vest, designed specifically 
for commercial fishermen.

This vest provides buoyancy for help in 
survival when going overboard. Its slim, 
form-fitting fit provides all day comfort 
and features SOLAS grade reflective  

material for increased visibility. 
This vest is constructed of durable neoprene fabric, and is 

breathable for the warmer weather days. The Rogue Fishing 
Vest has an attachment loop for safety lights. 

NOT U.S. coast guard Approved. 

call us at (320) 252-2056 or visit us online at  
www.absoluteoutdoorinc.com

Absolute Outdoor, Inc. Booth #620

LED Illumination
Shifting vessel lighting to 

high-efficiency LED lights is 
inevitable – the economics 
are good and getting better, 

and regulatory pressure will only increase. But which LEDs are 
best to illuminate the deck, the net, or the approaching shore-
line? Which wattage and LED type? how much generator load 
and fuel can be saved? 

Elmore Electric answers these questions and more with  
financial and 3D lighting models. Elmore is showcasing their 
new Highliner™ line of LED lights at Pacific Marine Expo,  
providing attendees with lighting and ROI models for typical 
vessel layouts. 

Visit www.highlinerlights.com or call Elmore Electric  
at (206) 213-0111

elmore electric Booth #726

Lever-actuated Steel Doors
Baier Marine now proudly offers two sizes 
of Lloyd’s approved, quick acting, 6-dog 
lever-actuated steel doors!

Now available in the following sizes: 
28x27 and 30x72 inches.

For more information  visit us online at  
www.baiermarine.com.

BAIER MARINE • 1 (800) 455-3917 
Seattle, Washington  

and costa Mesa, california

Baier Marine Booth #707
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PACIFIC MARINE EXPO 
Twister Wheel Drive
Kinematics Marine Equipment has been 
providing the best quality deck equip-
ment in the fishing industry for 30 years. 
For the last several years Fishermen have 
been asking for a wheel drive that can 
truly freewheel!! 

The all new Twister Wheel Drive  
gives you the power you expect from a wheel drive and  
freewheeling that is the best of any wheel drive available.  
hydraulic braking gives you the control you want and it has 
port configuration that makes plumbing easy and uncluttered.

Additionally the drive flange is configured for all standard 4 
and 6 bolt pattern net drums. You can easily install this drive 
on any existing drum or new drum.

Visit us online at www.kinematicsmarine.com

Kinematics Marine equipment Booth #321

EPA Tier III FPT N67
The new EPA Tier III certified 
FPT N67, inline 6 marine 
engine has an unbeatable 
power to weight ratio at 570 
hp recreational and 500 hp for 
commercial applications and 
only 1450 pounds!

With innovative high pressure common rail technology this 
engine has quiet operation and excellent fuel economy.

cascade Engine center is the FPT (Fiat Powertrain  
Technologies) marine distributor for the western U.S. and  
canada from Alaska to Baja.

Fiat Powertrain Technologies is one of the largest engine 
companies in the world with over 2.9 million engines produced 
annually under the parent company Fiat chrysler Automotive 
(FcA). For more information contact cJ Extine at (253) 867-2012.

Cascade engine Center Booth #1435

New Tradewinds Highback
One of thirteen models in our Series2 line 
of indoor/outdoor marine seating. Rugged, 
durable and incredibly comfortable, the 
highback can be ordered with a flip-up bol-
ster and/or a headrest. An array of standard 
features unmatched by any competitor, 
the Tradewinds Highback Helm Chair is an 
excellent choice for any pilot house. 

All aluminum construction, soft, yet durable Ultra-Leather 
all-weather material, 12-inch footprint bottom mount, 4-inch 
telescoping pole for quick height adjustment, forward and back 
slide with multiple locking positions, swivel with multiple lock-
ing positions, lift and stow footrest, our revolutionary Aqua-Flex 
in-seat suspension, and free delivery in the lower 48 states. 

call greg carman toll free at (800) 284-5771 
Visit us online at www.helmchair.com

Llebroc Helm Chair Booth #213

Featured Products

500 kHz Trawl with BioLight Option
WESMAR will introduce the 500 kHz 
Smart Sled* with the BioLight option  
at Pacific Marine Expo in November.

“The 500 khz system is ideal for 
differentiating between species of rock 
fish and for marking cod and flat fish. 

captains report the ability to see more dispersed fish and 
low target strength fish coming into the net,” says WESMAR’s 
Dennis Soderberg.

The BioLight Option (Patent pending), is for capturing fish 
that would otherwise be lost, and includes three additional 
(translucent) crash boots plus software for their use.

See our booth at the PME for a demonstration.
* Like WESMAR’s other trawls the 500 khz smart sled has a memory component that 
saves captains countless hours of re-entering information so the sleds can be used on 
more than one boat without losing settings.  

Wesmar Western Marine Booth #933

Explore the World of Marel
The high performance level of Marel 
equipment is recognized all around the 
world. The company’s annual Seafood 
Showhow attracts many of the leading 
fish processors in the US, canada, and  
further afield, keen to discover Marel’s 
latest innovations. 

Visitors will have the chance to see live demonstrations 
of Marel’s advanced equipment and customized integrated 
systems for processing salmon and whitefish, both onboard 
and ashore. 

The Seafood ShowHow will take place at Marel’s state-
of-the-art facility in Seattle at Pier 91, 19-21 November. The 
event coincides with the Pacific Marine Expo, giving vistors 
the opportunity to attend both events. To secure exclusive 
customer slots, email us at sales.seattle@marel.com. 

Marel

New Products
Pacific Marine Power, a division of 
Pacific Power group, is excited to 
announce the addition of a new 
marine generator and Volvo Penta 
engines to our product line. 

VOLVO PENTA – We’ve now  
partnered with Volvo Penta to provide diesel inboard engines 
from 12-864 hP and diesel sterndrive engines from 140-400 hP. 

MARINE GENERATORS – Our new commercial duty generators 
range from 15-1800 eKW and are truly built for the durability and 
reliability commercial fishing and work boats require. 

With 24/7 parts and service support, Pacific Marine Power is 
your reliable marine power provider.

John Todd: (253) 520-5112 • David Dombrowski: (253) 520-5158
Visit us online at www.PacificPowergroup.com

Pacific Power Group Booth #1115
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Professional services

Fishing Vessels 
Tug & Barge 
Dredging 
Floating Cranes 
Cargo & Misc. 
New Vessels 
Conversions 
Stability Analysis 

Hockema & Whalen 
Associates

Seattle WA 98107 E-mail: boatstuff@hockema.com 
5450 Leary Avenue NW #252 Tel:  206 365 0919 

N a v a l  A r c h i t e c t s  •  M a r i n e  E n g i n e e r s  

Jackson, Morgan
& Hunt, PLLC

4123 California Ave SW #101

www.jmhseattle.com

Gibbons & Associates, P.S.
MARITIME ATTORNEYS

Proctor in Admiralty
Over 30 years experience

Trials, appeals, mediations, arbitrations
Injury and Wage Claims

Salvage
Collisions

Shipyard Claims
Liens

Contracts
Charter Parties
Joint Ventures

Fisheries
Tug and Barge

Marine Insurance Disputes
Coast Guard Licensed Master

Gibbons & Associates, P.S.
ph 206-381-3340; fax 206-381-3341

cell 206-419-6971
email svg@gibbonslawgroup.com

SE HABLA ESPANOL9309 Glacier Hwy,  Ste. B-200  • Juneau, AK 99801 •   info@ermcpa.com •  www.ermcpa.com

Tax • Accounting • Attest
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Alaskan Quota & Permits ......................63
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Plastic traps for spot prawn/shrimp,  
Tanner/Dungeness crab and lobster

Phone: (714) 903-0433    Fax: (714) 899-2794

Web: WWW.OCEANTRAPS.COM
Email: oceantraps@aol.com

Buyers of high-quality Alaskan and Canadian 
caught longline halibut and black cod.

We buy in all fishing areas anD  
We offer great prices. 

“Call us today for a quote on your trip!”

MAIN OFFICE:

Phone ...........206-232-5040
Fax ..................206-232-4413
Dana Cell ....206-295-7500
Tyler Cell .....206-354-7717
Dispatch ......4944

BELLINGHAM OFFICE:

Phone ...........360-676-1606
Fax ..................360-671-7855
Tony Cell .....360-739-3656
Dispatch ......5644

Dana f. besecKer co., inc.

Contact
DIANE
SANDVIK
She knows
the business.

To reserve space,  
contact DIANE at (206) 920-5516  

or dianes@pacificfishing.com

THE BUSINESS MAGAZINE FOR FISHERMEN

WANt to 
rEAch 
fIShErmEN?  

WANt to 
rEAch 
fIShErmEN?  

SOME PEOPLE CAN 
FIX  ANYTHING.

PACIFIC FISHING

AD ON

MARKETPLACE

2.3125 x 3.625”

Worldwide Maritime Transportation 
Marine Logistics • Engineering • Full Service Shipyard

www.foss.com/shipyards

 Need repairs? 
Get back on the 
water fast with 
Foss. 
 Call Jon at 
206.281.3864 or 
206.200.0530 or 
email jhie@foss.
com.

Tom Pope ams #881
Marine Surveyor

360-808-1966
Call for scheduling

Email: popesurvey@aol.com

Juneau & Sitka: 
Late April through early May 

Ketchikan, Wrangell & Petersburg: 
Mid-June

Society of Accredited Marine Surveyors 
Serving the West Coast commercial fleets since 1967

No travelling expenses for  
the following dates:



PARTIAL LIST/CALL IF YOU DON’T SEE IT!

PACIFIC FISHING   classifieds

LISTINGS WANTED!!!

IFQ: ALL AREAS
BOATS: ALL KINDS

PERMITS: ALL TYPES  
 

JOIN OUR LIST OF
SATISFIED CUSTOMERS.

CALL TODAY.
 

BUYERS ARE WAITING.

www.permitmaster.com

—IFQ—

NEW LISTINGS DAILY. CALL FOR QUOTES  
OR CHECK OUT OUR COMPLETE LIST  

ON THE WEB — $/F = FISHED

 

CALL FOR A COMPLETE LIST OF VESSELS FOR SALE
INCLUDING MANY BOAT/PERMIT PACKAGES

Toll Free: 888-588-1001

4302 Whistle Lake Rd • Anacortes, WA 98221

  
  

ONLINE @ www.permitmaster.com  Email: vessels@permitmaster.com Fax: 360-293-4180

IFQs • VESSELS • PERMITS
E X C E P T I O N A L  F U L L  S E R V I C E  B R O K E R A G E

— PERMITS —

THE PERMIT MASTER

hERRiNg
SITKA SEINE ...................................... $450K
PWS SEINE .....................................WANTED
COOK INLET SEINE ............................... $16K
KODIAK SEINE .................................WANTED
SE GILLNET .......................................... $12K
KODIAK GILLNET .....................................N/A
NORTON SOUND .................................... $2K
HOONAH POUND .............................WANTED
CRAIG POUND .................................WANTED
PWS POUND ...........................................N/A
SALmoN
S.E. DRIFT ............................................ $95K
PWS DRIFT ........................................ $235K
COOK INLET DRIFT ..................................N/A
COOK INLET SET ...........................$60K/PKG
AREA M DRIFT ........................................N/A 
AREA M SET ...........................................N/A
BBAY DRIFT ....................................... $170K
BBAY SET......................................$98K PKG
SE SEINE ........................................... $310K
PWS SEINE ........................................ $218K 
KODIAK SEINE ...................................... $55K
CHIGNIK SEINE ........................................N/A
AREA M SEINE ..................................... $70K

POWER TROLL ..................................... $41K
HAND TROLL ...........................................N/A
PUGET SOUND DRIFT ........................... $35K
PUGET SOUND SEINE ......................... $248K
ShELLfiSh
SE DUNGY 300 POT ................................N/A
SE DUNGY 225 POT ........................WANTED 
SE DUNGY 150 POT ............................. $36K 
SE DUNGY 75 POT ............................... $18K
SE POT SHRIMP LEASE .......................... $4K
SE RED/TANNER ...................$165K W/GEAR
SE BRN/TANNER ................................ $150K
SE RED/TANNER ................................ $150K
SE BRN ..................................... $80K OFFER
KODIAK TANNER <60’ .......................... $28K 
DiVE
SE GEODUCK ....................................... $79K
SE CUCUMBER ..................................... $33K 
miSC.
CHATHAM BLACKCOD ............. $300K OFFER
CAL NEAR SHORE ...........................WANTED
CAL SQUID ......................................WANTED
WA TROLL .......................................WANTED
CAL LOBSTER .................................WANTED
CAL TROLL......................................WANTED

EXCEpTioNAL “fULL” SERViCE
BRoKERAgE SAmpLES

10,000# “C” SE BCOD UNBLKD @ $24
4,000# "C" SE BCOD BLKD @ $22
2,500# “C” WY BCOD BLKD @ $25

9,000# "C" WG BCOD UNBLKD @ $17
25,000# “B” WG BCOD UNBLKD @ $15.25

9,000# “B” AI BCOD BLKD @ $3
20,000# “B” AI BCOD UNBLKD @ $4

1,500# “D” 2C HAL BLKD @ $42
10,000# “B/C” 3A HAL UNBLKD @ WANTED

800# “C” 3B HAL UNBLKD @ $22
3,600# “C” 3B HAL BLKD @ $20

3,500# “B” 4A HAL UNBLKD @ $20
5,000# “B” 4A HAL BLKD @ $18

20,000# “B” 4D HAL UNBLKED @ $20

p1969m – 58' PACKER, JUST ADD DECK GEAR AND GO  
SEINING, 8V71 GMC MAIN, KUBOTA AUX W/200 HOURS, 
3 HOLDS W/RSW PACK 40 TON HERRING, BUNKS FOR 6.  
COMPLETE ELECTRONICS. PERFECT GILLNET TENDER.  
ADMEASURE DONE. REDUCED TO $85K.

p1670m – 88 X 24.5 STEEL TENDER, 12V149 GMC MAIN, 
BOWTHRUSTER, DECK CRANE, 2 HOLDS PACK 240K IN RSW, 
BACK UP SYSTEMS AND LOADED W/SPARES. REDUNDANT 
ELECTRONICS. VERY WELL MAINTAINED THROUGHOUT. 
ASKING $600K.

p1961m – 32 X 17 ALL POINTS DOUBLE ENDER, TRIPLE 
CUMMINS, TWIN DISC GEARS, HAMILTON 321 JETS, GIVES 
TOP SPEED IN THE MID 30S, IMS 7.5 TON RSW, MMC 
CONTROLS, NARROW SLIDING REEL, 2 POWER ROLLERS, 
ANCHOR WINCH, FULL ELECTRONICS, GREAT ACCOMODA-
TIONS. VESSEL IN EXCELLENT CONDITION. ASKING $270K.

p2050m – 54 X 16.2 COMBO, GMC 8V71 MAIN, TWIN DISC 
GEAR, 30KW ISUZU, JUNES CRAB BLOCK ON ARTICULATING 
DAVIT, COILER, BAIT CHOPPER, SPRAY BRINE RSW. ACCOMO-
DATIONS FOR 7, WITH 5 BERTHS IN FOCSLE AND 2 BERTH 
STATEROOM, HEAD W/SHOWER, ELECTRIC GALLEY. COMNAV 
PILOT, JRC SOUNDER, 4 GPS, 36 AND 72 MILE RADARS, VHF'S, 
SSB, SAT PHONE. REDUCED TO $249K.

p2000m – 58 X 16 TOPHOUSE FROSTAD, 8V71 GMC MAIN, 
TWIN DISC GEAR, 3 STATION HYD STEERING, 3500 GAL 
FUEL, 700 WATER. PACKS 80K IN SLUSH IN 3 INSULATED, 
GLASSED HOLDS. BOOM W/TOPPING AND VANGING. ELEC-
TRONICS INCLUDE FURUNO RADAR, RAYTHEON SOUNDER, 
ECHOTEC PLOTTER, FURUNO GPS, WAGNER MK IV PILOT. 
CURRENTLY SET UP FOR LONGLINE. EASY CONVERSION TO 
JUST ABOUT ANYTHING ELSE. BIG GALLEY. STATEROOMS 
IN CABIN AND TOPHOUSE. JUST ADD YOUR GEAR AND GO. 
PRICED TO MOVE NOW @ $109K.

p2004m – 58 X 18 STEEL MARTINOLICH COMBO,  
CURRENTLY RIGGED FOR POT COD AND LONGLINE. 343 CAT 
MAIN W/5K HOURS ON REBUILD. 20KW AND 35KW ISUZU 
AUX. PACKS 80K IN RSW. LOTS OF RECENT UPGRADES  
INCLUDING COMPLETE REWIRE. UP TO DATE ELECTRONICS. 
EXCELLENT SEA BOAT. REDUCED TO $350K/OBO.

p2071m – 56 X 20.5 STEEL COMBO BUILT BY FENTRON, 
120 VOLVO MAIN, 2 - 40KW JOHN DEERE/NORTHERN LITES 
AUX, PACKS HONEST 85K IN RSW W/GOOD CIRCULATION. 
PACKS 2800 GAL FUEL. COMPLETE ELECTRONICS INCLUDE 
FURUNO RADAR, FURUNO SOUNDER, GARMIN PLOTTER 
AND COMNAV PILOT. ACCOMODATIONS FOR 6. COMES 
WITH MASTER MARINE SKIFF W/2 SEASONS ON 6V53 GMC 
AND SE SEINE. PACKAGE PRICE OF $850K OR TRY OFFER 
FOR BOAT ONLY.

p2070m – 58 X 21 X 9 STEEL COMBO BUILT BY MANLY IN 
89. CAT 3408TA MAIN W/3 HOLE PTO W/6 HYD PUMPS, JOHN 
DEERE 65KW, N LITES 20KW, ISUZU 4BD1 HYDRAULIC AUX, 2 
- 25 TON RSW SYSTEMS, 24" BOWTHRUSTER, MARCO 32" 2 
SPD SWIVEL WHEEL BLOCK, 48" SIKICH 2 SPD SELF PURSING 
WINCH. PACKS 140K SALMON, 75 TON HERRING.REDUNDANT 
ELECTRONICS. ENTIRE BOAT COMPLETELY REDONE AT DELTA 
IN 2011. ALL THE BELLS AND WHISTLES AT HALF THE COST OF 
A NEW ONE. ASKING $1,450,000.
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SEll YoUr BoaT HErE
CALL TO LIST

Toll Free: 888-588-1001

p2102m – 55 X 18 ALUMINUM SHORE SEINER, 3408 CAT 
MAIN W/7000 HOURS, TWIN DISC 514, ISUZU 6BBI RUNNING 
HYDRAULICS, 5KW NORTHERN LITES, 18 TON IMS HYDRAULIC 
RSW, PACKS 85K IN 3 HOLDS W/GOOD CIRCULATION. DUAL 
RADARS, COMPUTER W/NOBEL TEC, COLOR SOUNDER, 2 GPS, 
SAT PHONE, PLOTTER, WAGNER PILOT. ASKING $750K FOR 
BOAT. NET, SKIFF AND SE PERMIT AVAILABLE.

p2115m – 32 X 14.5 CURRY STERNPICKER, GMC 6V92 MAIN, 
4.5KW AUX, 10 TON RSW, NARROW REEL W/AUTO LEVELWIND, 
CONSTANT FLOW HYDRAULICS. RADAR, PLOTTER, AUTOPILOT. 
RARE CLASSIC CURRY. ONLY $249K.

p2121m – 58 DELTA COMBO, LOW HOURS ON CAT 3408T RE-
BUILT IN 2011, 65KW JOHN DEERE W/35/25 HYD, 20KW ISUZU, 
30 TON CUSTOM RSW W/40 TON TITANIUM CHILLER. PACKS 
120K IN 2 HOLDS. COMPLETE ELECTRONICS. WELL UPDATED 
WITH LOTS OF RECENT IMPROVEMENTS. CALL OR EMAIL  
FOR CURRENT SURVEY WITH PHOTOS. AVAILABLE UNTIL  
11-30-14. $1.325M.

p2099m – MEL MARTIN BUILT IN 1984, GMC 6V92 MAIN, TWIN 
DISC 509 GEAR, DIRECT DRIVE HYDRAULICS, NEW EXHAUST 
W/MUFFLER. NARROW FIXED REEL, NEW POWER ROLLER IN 
2011. PACKS 14K IN HATCHES. GARMIN GPS, 3 SOUNDERS, 
VHF. CONTAINER W/16 SHACKLES OF RED GEAR, ONE KING 
NET, BUOYS, LINES, TOOLS SPARES. ONLY $69K.

p2112m – 40' STEEL COMBO, RIGGED FOR CRAB, TUNA 
AND SALMON. GMC 6-71 MAIN, TWIN DISC GEAR, ISUZU 
GENSET. DECK GEAR INCLUDES CRAB BLOCK, GURDIES AND 
LONGLINE HAULER. ELECTRONICS INCLUDE 2 RADARS, GPS, 
3 VHF, SOUNDER, PLOTTER AND PILOT. PACKAGE INCLUDES  
OREGON/CAL SALMON PERMITS, 300 POT OREGON CRAB 
PERMIT AND 300 POTS. ASKING $395K.

p2116m – 32 X 13' 3" KG MARINE STERNPICKER, GMC 
6V92 REBUILT IN 2008, TWIN DISC 5111 GEAR, 6 AND 8 
CUBE HYD PUMPS, BOW THRUSTER, PROP CLEANOUT, 
SLIDING REEL W/INTERNAL DRIVE AND AUTO LEVELWIND. 
PACKS 16K IN INSULATED HOLDS W/7.5 TON IMS RSW. 
WELL MAINTAINED, STABLE PLATFORM. ASKING ONLY 
$195K.

p2122m – ALFA TOPHOUSE FLUSH DECK STERNPICKER, 
700HP LUGGER MAIN, HEAVY DUTY HYDRAULICS FOR 
THRUSTER, DECK GEAR, RSW AND POWER STEERING, CURRY 
FIXED NARROW REEL W/REXROTH DRIVE, AUTO LEVELWIND, 
REMOTE CONTROL IN TOPHOUSE. COMPLETE ELECTRONICS. 
VERY WELL MAINTAINED. ALL THE BELLS AND WHISTLES FOR 
1/2 THE PRICE OF NEW. ONLY $300K.

p2123m – 36 X 11 FIBERGLASS TOPHOUSE STERNPICKER, 
GMC 671 MAIN, TWIN DISC GEAR, ARTICULATING REEL 
W/LEVELWIND. NEW FLUSH DECK. ALL KINDS OF NEW  
EQUIPMENT IN THE LAST 2 YEARS. COMPLETE ELECTRON-
ICS. COMPLETE W/NETS AND SE DRIFT PERMIT. TURN-KEY, 
ASKING $225K.

p2126m – 58' DELTA COMBO BUILT IN 1982, TOTALLY GONE 
THRU IN 2008, 3408 CAT MAIN, 40KW JOHN DEERE, 30 TON 
RSW, PACKS 60 TON. PILKINGTON DECK WINCH, MARCO 
BLOCK, TWIN PICKING BOOMS. COMPLETE ELECTRONICS 
INCLUDE GPS PLOTTER, 48 MILE RADAR, AUTO PILOT, VIDEO 
SOUNDER, SONAR AND RADIOS. TURN KEY. FISHING NOW, 
READY FOR NEXT SEASON. ASKING $1.3M.

p2127m – 42' LEDFORD SEINER, TAMD 120 VOLVO MAIN, 
TWIN DISC GEAR, HYDRAULIC DRIVEN 15TON IMS RSW. ALL 
ALUMINUM RIGGING W/TWIN PICKING BOOMS, TOPPING/
VANGING ON MAIN BOOM. WELL MAINTAINED AND READY 
FOR NEXT SEASON. ASKING $350K.

p2128m – 32' ALUMINUM AMERICAN COMMERCIAL, GMC 
8.2LITER MAIN, TWIN DISC GEAR, MARITIME FAB POWER 
ROLLER, TWISTER DRIVEN SLIDING REEL WITH NEW 2014 
LEVELWIND, CONSTANT HYDRAULICS WITH LOAD SENS-
ING VALVES. NEW STARTER, STEERING HOSES, SHAFT 
AND RUDDER BEARINGS IN 2014. 2 GARMIN GPS/DEPTH 
FINDERS, 2 VHF RADIOS, 3 SURVIVAL SUITS AND MORE.  
INCLUDES 14 SHACKLES OF RED NETS (9 WITH BRAND NEW 
WEB READY TO GO). GREAT ALUMINUM BOAT FOR GREAT 
PRICE. ONLY $85K. PERMIT AVAILABLE AT MARKET.

p2109m – 49' FIBERGLASS COMBO, RIGGED FOR DUNGY 
FISHING, GMC 6V92 MAIN, TWIN DISC GEAR, 40KW JOHN 
DEERE AUX NEW IN 2013. PACKS 1400 FUEL. 2 FLOODED 
HOLDS. ELECTRONICS INCLUDE FURUNO NAVNET (RADAR, 
SOUNDER, PLOTTER), GARMIN 172 PLOTTER, GARMIN 152 
GPS, FURUNO FCV 587 SOUNDER, COMNAV PILOT. DUNGY 
POTS AVAILABLE. REDUCED TO $275K.

p2120m – 30' SNOBALL, NEW ISUZU MP-100 AND ZF 
GEAR W/53 HOURS. BRAND NEW INSTALLATION, JUST ADD 
YOUR GEAR, DO SOME INTERIOR FINISH WORK AND GO 
FISHING. GREAT POTENTIAL. ONLY $25K.

p2094m – 52' SEAMASTER COMBO, CURRENTLY RIGGED 
FOR LONGLINE, SHRIMP POT AND TROLL. GMC 8V71 MAIN, 
TWIN DISC 509 GEAR, MMC CONTROLS, ISUZU 20KW AUX, 
15 TON BLAST SYSTEM. SALMON GURDIES, CRAB BLOCK 
ON ARTICULATING DAVIT, BOOM W/WINCH, FULL ALUMINUM 
SHELTER DECK. FURUNO RADAR, 2 FURUNO SOUNDERS, 
WESMAR SONAR, FURUNO GPS, NOBELTEC, COMNAV PILOT. 
READY FOR THE NEW SEASON. $550K.

p2110m – 50' STEEL COMBO, RIGGED FOR CRAB AND 
TROLL, CAT 3208 MAIN (AND SPARE), TWIN DISC GEAR, 
25KW ISUZU AUX. PACKS 1320 GAL FUEL. COMPLETE 
ELECTRONICS. PACKAGE INCLUDES BOAT, 300 POTS, 300 
POT OREGON CRAB LICENSE, SALMON LICENSE AND TUNA  
HISTORY. ASKING $400K.

p2125m – 42' TOPHOUSE DELTA, 8V71 GMC MAIN (SPARE 
W/1500 HOURS), TWIN DISC GEAR AND PTO, NORTHERN 
LITES 20KW, JUNES 18" CRAB BLOCK AND COILER, SEINE 
WINCH, MAIN BOOM W/VANG AND TOPPING, PICKING 
BOOM, ROLLER DAVITS, POWERBLOCK, USED 12 TON RSW 
(NOT INSTALLED). 25 TUBS LONGLINE GEAR, 300 DUNGY 
POTS. 500 POT WASHINGTON PERMIT AND 200 POT  
OREGON PERMIT. ASKING $550K FOR PACKAGE.
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We’re a trusted financial cooperative. As a 

customer-owner, you have a voice and vote 

in how we do business. Plus, when we do 

well we share profits with you in the form of 

patronage. No bank does this. 

Learn more at northwestfcs.com/fisheries.

Visit us at Pacific Marine Expo, booth 1026.

CUSTOMER
 OWNED.
CUSTOMER
 DRIVEN.

Northwest FCS customer Stuart Schuttpelz

This institution is an equal opportunity provider and employer.  

Boats/Permits/IFQs

 

FisherySpecies Asking Price* Offer*

Prices in NOVEMBER vary in accordance with market conditions.* in thousands
+ denotes an increase from last month. N/A denotes No Activity.
– denotes a decrease from last month.

By Mike Painter and the Permit Master

State 
Value*

Alaska Entry Permit Prices
(as of 11-1-14)

Gillnet: As quick as Bay permits jumped up to $170k, they leveled right off and held 
there. Supply and demand were pretty well in balance through the end of Septem-
ber. Buyers for SE permits were starting to shop and permits were available starting at 
around $95k. PWS permits were available at $235k with little activity. cook Inlet permits 
were available in the high $60s. Area M permits were pretty scarce with a recent trade 
around $110k.

Seine: SE permits were still available as low as $300k and still no interest from buyers. 
A few PWS permits were starting to show up on the market and prices were slipping a 
little, with permits available as low as $220k. No recent interest in cook Inlet permits. 
Kodiak permits firmed up from last month with listings starting @ $50k. No new interest 
in Area M permits, with permits available as low as $60k.

Troll: Offers for SE Power Troll permits were starting to come in at $35-38k, but there was 
no interest from sellers. hand Troll permits were available at $13k, but offers were closer 
to $11k. Lower 48 Troll permits remain hard to find at any price, with buyers looking in 
all three states.

BOX   score

 SALMON 

 S SE DRIFT 95- 95+ 92+

 S PWS DRIFT 235 230 237.5+

 S cOOK INLET DRIFT 67- 65 75.7-

 S AREA M DRIFT 110- 110+ 109.5+

 S BRISTOL BAY DRIFT 170- 170 148.2-

 S SE SEINE 300 290 302.5

 S PWS SEINE 218- 218- 213.8+

 S cOOK INLET SEINE 100 87 83

 S KODIAK SEINE 50+ 42+ 53.4

 S chIgNIK SEINE 245 200 211.3

 S AREA M SEINE 60 50 65.9

 S YAKUTAT SET 16 12 17.2+

 S cOOK INLET SET 16 15+ 14.3-

 S AREA M SET NET 65 60 55.6

 S BRISTOL SET NET 41- 35 38.9+

 S LOWER YUKON 10 9 8.5-

 S POWER TROLL 41 38 36.9-

 S hAND TROLL 13 11.5+ 11.1-

 HERRING 

 h SE gILLNET 12 10 13.4

 h KODIAK gILLNET 5 5 5

 h SITKA SEINE 300- 200- 461.3

 h PWS SEINE 37 35 30.9

 h cOOK INLET SEINE 16 15 16.8

 h KODIAK SEINE 37.5 30- 30.3

 h SE POUND SOUTh 37- 36 36.8

 h SE POUND NORTh 41- 40 45.6

 h PWS POUND 5.5 5 3.5

 SHELLFISH 

 S SE DUNgY 75 POT 18 15 12.6+

 S SE DUNgY 150 POT 32- 30 21.9+

 S SE DUNgY 225 POT 45 40 30.3+

 S SE DUNgY 300 POT 60 50 43.8

 S SE POT ShRIMP 25 20 22.4

 S KODIAK TANNER <60 26 24- 29.7

 S PUgET SOUND DUNgY 125+ 110 N/A

 S WAShINgTON DUNgY 1,250-3,750/FT 1,000-3,500/FT N/A

 S OREgON DUNgY 1,500-3,750/FT 1,250-3,500/FT N/A

 S cALIFORNIA DUNgY 200-600/POT 200-500/POT N/A

 SE ALASKA DIVE 

 SE AK Dive URchIN 4 3 2.4

 SE AK Dive cUcUMBER 33- 28 30

 SE AK Dive gEODUcK 78 60 82
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Halibut & Sablefish IFQ Prices
recent market activity in halibut and sablefish quota shares

Species
Regulatory

Area
Vessel 

Category*
Poundage 
(thousands)

Status 
(blocked/

unblocked)

Ask
(per pound) 

Low High

Offer
(per pound) 

Low High

NOTE:  Halibut prices reflect net weight, sablefish round weight. Pricing for leased shares  
 is expressed as a percentage of gross proceeds. ** Too few to characterize.

*Vessel Categories:  A = freezer boats   B = over 60’   c = 35’-60’   D = < 35’

By Mike Painter and the Permit Master

Interest in 2c quota has dropped off a little, but that’s mostly from a lack of listings. 
3A is still moving and prices are holding or increasing slightly over last month. 3B 
listings have all but disappeared. Prices for blocked are in the upper teens and un-
blocked in the lower $20s. A few blocks of 4A sold in the last month at around $12. 
Some unblocked 4B sold recently in the mid-teens.

Interest in unfished quota has started to drop off with time left to fish running 
short. Unblocked SE Sablefish was slow to move, even as low as $24. No interest 
in WY, even with blocks priced in the low $20s. cg is not moving above $20. Wg 
blocks area available as low as $11-$12/lb and not takers. Still not much activity 
in BS/AI. Most buyers will wait for council recommendations now before offering 
market prices. 

 h 2c D 1-10 B 42.00-48.00 40.00-46.00

 h 2c c/B 1-3 B 43.00-46.00 43.00-46.00

 h 2c c/B 4-10 B 46.00-50.00 45.00-48.00

 h 2c c/B ANY U 48.00-50.00 47.00-48.00

 h 2c A  B/U 50.00 48.00

 h 3A D  B/U 34.00-40.00 33.00-38.00

 h 3A c/B 1-5 B 36.00-38.00 36.00-38.00

 h 3A c/B 5-10 B 38.00-40.00 38.00-40.00

 h 3A c/B >10 U 42.00-44.00 40.00-42.00

 h 3A A  B/U 40.00 38.00

 h 3B D  B 16.00-20.00 12.00-15.00

 h 3B c/B 1-10 B 18.00-24.00 16.00-18.00

 h 3B c/B >10 U 22.00-26.00 20.00-22.00

 h 3B A  B/U N/A 20.00

 h 4A D  B/U 10.00-16.00 10.00-12.00

 h 4A c/B 1-10 B 12.00-15.00 10.00-12.00

 h 4A c/B >10 B 16.00-18.00 10.00-12.00

 h 4A c/B >10 U 18.00-20.00 14.00-16.00

 h 4B/c/D c/B 1-10 B 9.00-16.00 10.00-13.00

 h 4B/c/D c/B >10 B/U 16.00-20.00 10.00-16.00

 S SE c/B 1-10 B 22.00-25.00 20.00-22.00

 S SE c/B >10 U 24.00-30.00 23.00-24.00

 S SE A  B/U 32.00 30.00

 S WY c/B 1-10 B 20.00-28.00 18.00-20.00

 S WY c/B >10 U 28.00-34.00 25.00-28.00

 S WY A  B/U 35.00 33.00

 S cg c/B 1-10 B 15.00-22.00 13.00-15.00

 S cg c/B >10 B/U 20.00-30.00 14.00-18.00

 S cg A  B/U 30.00 25.00

 S Wg c/B 1-10 B 10.00-13.00 7.00-9.00

 S Wg c/B >10 B 13.00-16.00 10.00-12.00

 S Wg c/B/A >10 U 13.50-20.00 12.00-13.00

 S AI c/B/A  B/U 1.50-6.00 1.00-4.50

 S BS c/B  B/U 1.50-6.00 2.00-5.50

 S BS A  B/U 7.00-8.00 6.00
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TWIN DISC MarINe TraNSMIS-
sions, Caterpillar and Cummins Engines 
& parts. New and rebuilt, biggest selection 
of used ENG & Gear parts in the world 
available. Worldwide shipping. Best pric-
ing. Call Steve at Marine Engine & Gear 
781-837-5424 or email at twindiscgears@
verizon.net

Run as is

Please make changes as indicated

May 09 Fishermen’s News

Attn: Trollers and Distributors

- ON SALE -
The Original 

Sound Wave Hoochies

25%
off list prices

Pictures of catalogue at
www.redden-rope.com

Call toll free: 
1-866-233-1422

AVAILABLE TO HARVEST YOUR IFQS!
We deliver quality product! 
F/V Sherrie Marie, 65’ Steel 
longliner, available for hired 
skipper & walk-ons.  30+ years 

fully equipped boat, seasoned 
professional crew with HIGH 
QUALITY
delivered bled & iced.  Competi-
tive rates & references.

Contact Norman @ 509-675-0304 or alaskanorm@centurylink.net

The F/V Morgan  
is ready to fish 

your IFQs!
The F/V Morgan is a 32' Delta, available 
to fish all classes of quota in all areas. 
It’s a like-new, fully-equipped, clean, 
and comfortable boat. Professional 
crew with 15+ years experience in 
the fishery. Flexible schedule and 
competitive rates. No #2s, best prices. 

For more information, contact Jonathan Pavlik, (907) 784-3032

800-992-4960  907-235-4966
UPDATED LISTINGS ON THE WEB

PO BOX 505, HOMER ALASKA 99603
Alaska Boats & Permits, Inc.

FULL SERVICE MARINE BROKERAGE
FAX: 907-235-4965 E-MAIL: abp@acsalaska.net

IFQs PERMITS VESSELS

www.alaskaboat.com

SE4-004  42’x13.9’ fiberglass LeClercq seiner, built in 1980.  GMC 8V71 rated at 370 hp w/ appr. 6000 hrs, Twin Disc 509 gear.  Yamaha 6.5 kw diesel gen set.  Two hydraulic systems.  Furuno radar, sounder, GPS, WF 
autopilot, SSB, and more.  Hydraulic vanging winch and topping lift.  Tanked hold, packs 32,000# of salmon.  Nice condition.  Price reduced to $79,000.
BB4-018  32’x13’ aluminum Bristol Bay gillnetter, built in 1987 by Pleier, finished by Pete Jepson.  Cat 3208 rated at 265 hp, appr. 3,500 hrs., Twin Disc 507 gear.  Drum with levelwind.  Kobalt cable controls.  3 
bunks in fo’c’sle, day bunk in galley area, head w/ shower, Dickinson stove.  Packs 16,000#.  Rebuilt drum and power roller, all new hydraulic lines.  Lots of spare parts.  Seller is the original owner, this boat has been 
immaculately maintained since new.  Excellent condition.  Great opportunity for a low maintenance Bay boat.  Asking only $69,500.
NF4-006  This vessel cannot fish legally world wide, including tendering and charter fishing operations and cannot be deleted from US registry.  110’x29’x9’ Bering Sea crabber, built in 1974 by Martinolich, 
steel hull, aluminum house.  Cat 399 main rated at 1,125 hp, overhauled in 2001.  (2) Cat 3306 205 kw and John Deere 40 kw gen sets.  Full electronics.  56,000 gallon fuel capacity.  7,000 cubic foot capacity in (3) fish 
holds.  Knuckle crane.  Heavy duty hydraulic system.  RSW system and crab gear not included.  2003 survey value of $2,000,000.  Asking only $250,000.
NF4-009  This vessel cannot fish legally world wide, including tendering and charter fishing operations and cannot be deleted from US registry. 101’x24.8’x13.5’ steel crabber, built in 1967 by Dorchester.  
Cat D398 main.  (2) Cat 3306 165 kw gen sets. (3) tanked holds w/RSW.  Walk-in bait freezer and domestic chiller.  Full electronics.  Heavy duty hydraulic system.  Knuckle crane on deck.  Full safety equipment.  
Much more.  Heavily built as east coast scalloper, in good working condition.  Asking $199,000.

     

SELLERS NEEDED IN ALL 

Pacific Fishing Nov/Expo 14

Come visit us at        
 Pacific Marine Expo!

Booth #615

Dock Street Brokers (206)789-5101

See all our vessel, permit & IFQ listings at www.dockstreetbrokers.com

Selling your boat?
Low 5% Commission
Non-Exclusive Listing  

You retain the right 
to sell your own vessel.

(800)683-0297
HALIBUT IFQ

4A-B-U:   8,000 lbs .................asking $18.00
4A-B-B:   4,900 lbs .................asking $14.00
4A-C-B:   1,400 lbs .................asking $12.00
4B-B-B:   3,800 lbs .................asking $10.00 
4C-C-B:   5,000 lbs .................asking $11.00
4D-C-B:   3,350 lbs ..................asking $10.00

SABLEFISH IFQ
AI-A-U:           30,000 lbs........................asking  $6.00
AI-B-U:    75,000 lbs ......................asking $3.75
BS-A-B:      10,000 lbs.......................asking $7.00
BS-B-B:    5,000 lbs ......................asking $3.00
CG-C-U:   7,200 lbs ...................asking $22.00
SE-C-U:     2,000 lbs...................asking $26.00
WG-C-B:    7,500 lbs....................asking $13.00
WY-C-U:    10,000 lbs....................asking $28.00

SE13-010  58’ “wide body” Delta built in 
1991.  Can be rigged for seining, dragging 
and pot fishing.  Cat 3412.   Bulbous 
bow with bow thruster.  Cat 3304B 50kw 
generator with double hydraulic pump.  
Isuzu 4BG1 35kw generator. RSW system.  
165,000 capacity.  Asking $2,680,000.

BB14-021  32’x13.3’x18” twin jet drive 
refrigerated Bristol Bay bowpicker/
sternpicker, built 1990 by Peregrine. Twin 
450 hp Cummins w/ Hamilton 291 jets. 
Enclosed tophouse with excellent visibility.  
7.5 ton RSW system, new 2010 with newly 
insulated fish holds. Transom cooler for 
condenser water. Pick and set off bow or 
stern, sliding drum swings 360 degrees, 
controllable from tophouse. Bow roller, drum 
drive rebuilt in 2014. Top-producing boat. 
Asking $365,000.LL14-010  59.5’x28.5’x14’ steel longliner, 

built in 2000 by Wahl Marine. Cat 3412 
main rated at 615 hp. Reintjes 6:1 gear.  
Cat 190 kw, 105 kw, and 65 kw gen sets. 
Fully rigged for longlining with full shelter 
deck. Bulbous bow with bow thruster. 
Knuckle boom crane. Appr. 4,240 cu ft fish 
hold. Extensive electronics. Fully rigged 
longliner.  Asking $1,600,000.

BB14-025  32’x14’ twin jet shallow 
draft Bristol Bay gillnetter built in 1997 
by All American.  Twin Cummins 6CTA 
mains with combined 800 hp.  Twin Disc  
gears.  13” Hamilton Jets.  20 shackles 
of gear.  New IMS 7.5 ton RSW still in 
box.  Nice clean shallow draft gillnetter.  
Asking $275,000.

RS14-002  30’ Armstrong aluminum boat, built 
in 2003. Twin Cummins diesel w/ outdrives. 
Set up for research, would work for charter or 
as pleasure boat. Very light use, less than 175 
hrs on engines. 7.9 kw Westerbeke gen set. 
Cruises at 25 kts fully loaded. 100 hp Honda 
outboard. Computer station, hydraulic boom 
crane, and hookah dive system. Comes with 
3 axle trailer. Located in Florida, easy to ship 
to NW or Alaska. Asking $149,900 but offers 
considered.

SE14-013  50’x14.6’ fiberglass tophouse  
seiner built in 1990 by Little Hoquim. Lugger 
6140 main rated at 550 hp. Isuzu 20kw 
genset. Packs 50,000# in 2 tanks. 18 ton 
rsw system new in 2013. Bow thruster.  
Marco 25” 2 speed power block with gripper.  
Kolstrand deck winch. Asking $800,000. 
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PACIFIC FISHING   classifieds

SpoRTfiShiNg BoAT foR SALE
Price reduced today to $299,000. 75 foot 
commercial passenger carrying vessel. Coast 
Guard current for 100 miles offshore. Call Don  
(949) 279-9369.

foR SALE
35 foot commercial boat, $60,000 dollars, fiber-
glass, currently fishing. Call Don. (949) 279-9369.

giLL NET LiCENSES
Have 2 general gill net licenses for California. 
$4,000.00 apiece. Call with offers. Call Don. (949)  
279-9369.

ENDoRSEmENT
California trap endorsement for sheephead. 
$85,000. Call Don: (949) 279-9369.

foR SALE
Kodiak ocean front bed and breakfast home, 
4000 sq. ft., 5 bed/5bath with multiple living units 
and large storage area, gourmet kitchen, private 
beach access, city utilities, hot tub, well-built in 
2008. $695,000. (307) 217-2777.

foR SALE
F/V HADASSAH: 58x19 Delta seiner, longliner, 
pot boat. 343 main; 30kw generator; 7-1/2-
9kw Northern Lights generator; upgrades 
include large rolling chaulks, UHMW guards, 
metalized hydro valves and SS lines; bul-
bous bow; Furuno sonar; Pilkington deck 
winch. Also available: 19' Rozema skiff.  
(907) 399-7219.

fiSh ifQ
Will fish your 2C, B, C or D halibut IFQ 
for 30% or 25% medical transfers. I pay 
for everything, travel included. 25 years 
experience, hardworking, easy going, 
lots of references and return clients.  
(541) 260-2441 or (907) 957-6295.

f/V wESTERN fREEDom
We want  to  har vest  your  b lack  cod IFQ.  
Family owned, experienced captain and crew. 
MARCO AutoBaiter, lots of media, sauna, good 
food. Guaranteed quality harvest experience. 
Contact Garrett Elwood. Cell: (425) 345-8301. 
Home: (425) 259-2731.

foR SALE
47' custom twin diesel Sportfisher completely 
rebuilt in 2006. $289,000. YW# 1442-2561571. 
Contact Tom Cardosa at (619) 813-9263 or 
tom@ensignyachts.com

foR SALE
F/V AGILE: 48.5’ Troller/Longliner. Surveyed in 
May 2012. $89,000. (907) 723-1107.

foR SALE
1980 45' troller. California salmon permit. 
$119,500.V6-71 Main. YW# 1442-2529549. 
Contact Tom Cardosa at (619) 813-9263 or  
tom@ensignyachts.com

Choose HOMER for your boat work

www.homermarinetrades.com

WWOOFISH.COM
TONS OF FISHING JOB SEEKER ADS

Ads are FREE for captains and crewmen

foR SALE
Brand new steel, 50x16x6.5, 6068 John Deere, 
200hp. Ameron paint, Comnav, FG Fish Hold, 
Yahct Int. 2000 fuel, 580 water. $500,000,  
(707) 961-1102.

foR LEASE
Secure your lease for 2014/2015 Dungeness 
crab season today! 300 pot WA coast  
Dungeness permit for lease. Permit is good up 
to 58’. (360) 268-2433.

foR SALE
54' fiberglass freezer troller. Very well main-
tained boat with avery large fishhold. 1800 gal 
fuel capacity. 30 kw genset new in 2008. Ak 
power troll permit available. $295,000. (360) 
280-2675. 

wANTED:
Purse seine vessel to run for Southeast salmon 
season 2015. 40 years of experience and good 
catch record. Contact Chad Peterman, (360) 
378-5260, or birdyp@gmail.com. Area M also 
considered.foR SALE

Have two California market Brail Boat licenses 
for sale. Call Don. (949) 279-9369. Prices are 
$425,000 U.S. dollars.
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PACIFIC FISHING   classifieds

foR SALE
Commercial fishing boat-workboat. $99,000. 
There is also a salmon permit and Santa  
Barbara slip available at an additional cost. Call 
Don. (949) 279-9369.

foR SALE
17 foot Rozema skiff for sale. Runs good. 3208 
turbo. $29,000. Call Don (949) 279-9369.

foR SALE
California 90 ton commercial squid seiner. All 
license and equipment. $3.1 million. Call Don. 
(949) 279-9369.

foR SALE
1974 54' heavily built aluminum seiner. 73,000 
in RSW. 3406B cat, 26 inch gripper, super heavy 
duty rigging, fast and very fuel efficient. Owner 
financing possible with at least $50,000 down 
now and $50,000 after the first of the year. 
$369,000 o.b.o. Skiff, seine, and P.W.S. permit 
also available. (360) 531-3074.

foR SALE
A Bristol Bay Treasure: 1979 Marco aluminum 
32x12. 1st of 25 to be built for Bristol Bay. 425 
Catepillar, This boat is fast and has packed 
26,000 lbs. Refrigeration bow thruster, elec-
tronics and many extras. $200,000. Also selling 
permit. (707) 249-6221.

hERiNg SEiNE foR SALE
100 fathoms, ribline, 3 strips each 200 MD, 
chaffing gear, 6# leadline, used 5 seasons  
Togiak, good shape, diagram available. 
$5,000. Cordova. Possible help with shipping.  
(208) 277-7942.

wANTED
California near shore permit needed. Right away! 
Buyer has cash. Please call Don (949) 279-9369.

foR SALE
Market squid brail-light boat. $440,000. Call 
Don. (949) 279-9369.
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oN THE doCkS

Grocery shoppers are familiar with flavored tuna products. 
Now they can choose flavored salmon as well.

Chicken of the Sea in October launched a new line of  
flavored pink salmon, packed in 2.5-ounce pouches. The line 
includes three choices: barbecue, lemon pepper, and sweet  
and spicy.

The pouches indicate the salmon is wild-caught, but don’t 
say where the fish was harvested. The pouches are labeled 
“Product of Thailand.”

An Oct. 1 press release from Chicken of the Sea said the new 
flavored salmon pouches were available at Walmart stores 
nationwide, and would be rolled out to other national retailers 
in the spring of 2015.

A typical Walmart in Tennessee was selling the pouches for 
$1.18 apiece.

“As the recognized salmon leader, Chicken of the Sea enjoys 
an 81 percent dollar share of the pouched salmon segment 
plus unrivaled brand equity – and it is this experience level 
that made creation of the industry’s first pouched flavored  
salmon line possible,” said Erin Mrozek, the company’s  
director of marketing. “While most Americans know us for 
our tuna, we were the first to introduce skinless and boneless 
salmon in 1984, and have been strong supporters of the health, 
convenience, versatility, and recipe-development benefits of 
pouched salmon ever since.”

First line of pouched, flavored 
salmon makes debut

Two endangered albatross 
reported taken off Alaska

Two endangered short-tailed albatross were taken as bycatch 
on Sept. 7 in the Bering Sea, the National Marine Fisheries  
Service reported.

The agency did not name the vessel that took the two birds, 
but said it was part of the freezer longline fleet.

The incidental take of even a single short-tailed albatross is a 
serious matter for the industry. If more than four birds are taken 
during a two-year period in Alaska’s hook-and-line groundfish 
fisheries, a formal review under the Endangered Species Act  
is required.

As Pacific Fishing went to press, total takes stood at only two 
for the two-year period that began on Sept. 16, 2013, NMFS said.

Most of the world population of short-tailed albatross breeds 
on Torishima, a remote volcanic island off Japan. The population 
currently is estimated at almost 4,400 individuals.

Like many other seabirds, the short-tailed albatross unfortu-
nately tends to go for baited hooks deployed off fishing vessels, 
and can die as a result.

“Large flocks of short-tailed albatross (as many as 70) were 
reported near the vessel that took the two birds,” NMFS said 
in an information bulletin. “NMFS encourages vessel operators 
to consider not deploying gear amidst such a congregation of 
endangered birds; if possible, move on to a location where you 
don’t see the short-tailed albatross.”  

$90 million deal reached for 
access to Pacific tuna

The United States and Pacific island nations in early October 
reached a $90 million deal to provide U.S.-flagged purse seine 
vessels access to the tuna resource.

James Movick, director general of the Pacific Islands  
Forum Fisheries Agency, or FFA, hailed what could be “the  
most valuable fisheries access agreement ever reached in  
the world.”

FFA’s 17 members include Australia, Cook Islands, Federated 
States of Micronesia, Fiji, Kiribati, Marshall Islands, Nauru, New 
Zealand, Niue, Palau, Papua New Guinea, Samoa, Solomon 
Islands, Tokelau, Tonga, Tuvalu, and Vanuatu.

The deal was struck “in the dying minutes” of a three-day 
negotiation in early October in Honolulu.

The agreement provides for U.S.-flagged seiners to fish 8,300 
days in the region in 2015 in return for a payment of $90 mil-
lion made up of industry and U.S. government contributions,  
FFA said.

FFA was established to help countries sustainably  
manage fishery resources that fall within their 200-mile exclusive  
economic zones.

“Since 1979, FFA has facilitated regional cooperation so that 
all Pacific countries benefit from the sustainable use of tuna –
worth over $3 billion a year and important for many people’s  
livelihoods in the Pacific,” the organization’s website says.  

Salmon is  the 
country’s third-most 
consumed seafood 
and has enjoyed a 
resurgence on res-
taurant menus and as  
an alternative protein 
source, especially at 
breakfast, Mrozek said.

“Flavored tuna is currently a $40 million category that is 
expanding at double-digit rates and driving overall tuna 
growth,” Mrozek said. “We expect flavored salmon pouches to 
do the same for the pouched salmon category by attracting new 
consumers and offering new usage occasions.”

Chicken of the Sea will support the flavored salmon pouches 
through print advertising, social media marketing, coupons, 
and an “exhaustive” public relations and sampling program, 
the company said.

The launch of the flavored salmon pouches coincides with 
the 100th anniversary of Chicken of the Sea, headquartered in 
San Diego.

The company says it “sustainably sources its seafood  
products from around the world, and packages them at a  
state-of-the-art processing facility in Lyons, Georgia, as well as 
at third-party facilities.”  

by WESlEY lOY
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Research continued from page 13 

a mammoth, I’d be happy with that.”
Offering up those two hints, Wooller then turns apologetic 

during an interview at his office on the UAF campus. He explains 
that he and his colleagues from across the country, including 
paleontologist Russ Graham of Pennsylvania State University, 
had gone over their varied analyses. Following different mental 
pathways, each arrived at the same answer for what killed the 
mammoths of St. Paul.

“I think we have a smoking gun,” Wooller says.
He could not, alas, give up that answer. He and other team 

members will tell the world in the form of a journal article. He 
guesses the article will be ready soon, and promises the saga of 
the St. Paul mammoths will be worth the wait.

“It’s a neat story,” he says.  
Ned Rozell is a science writer for the University of Alaska Fairbanks 
Geophysical Institute.

B.C. update continued from page 50

He was tough, though. His boots leaked so much that he 
just took them off and went into the hold barefoot in 2 feet of 
ice water to maneuver around the Transvac pump when we 
were unloading onto the trawler Royal Canadian in the middle 
of August. The Royal Canadian can take 500,000 pounds, so all 
the collectors loaded onto her to send fish to the cannery in  
Prince Rupert.

Booth
#500

Continued on page 70
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We had a crewman off the trawler as an unloader, too. He also 
could work like a horse, tossing two fish at a time while the high 
school students were still trying to figure out which end of a fish 
was what. He had a massive shotgun wound on his ankle from a 
bar fight gone wrong.

We had another fish tosser aboard who was a South Asian guy 
from Kenya with a master’s degree in psychology. I asked him 
what the heck a psychologist was doing tossing fish. “I decided I 
don’t like working in offices,” he said.

What a waste: There was one goofy law that the gillnetters in 
the river couldn’t figure out. At the beginning of the openings in 
August, they were permitted to keep the spring salmon (we call 
them springs – in the U.S., they call them kings), but in September 
suddenly they were off-limits and had to be discarded over the 
side, dead.

Fishermen were outraged.
“It’s beyond stupid,” said my old buddy, gillnetter Don 

Sananin. “They’re dead. What part of dead don’t they 
understand? There should be some way we could donate them 
to the food bank. The food bank would go cuckoo over that kind 
of fish. We must have thrown 25 overboard, and some of them 
were over 20 pounds.”

As we were heading out of the river after delivering our last 
load of fish upriver at the former Ocean Fisheries plant, the river 
was still boiling with sockeye jumping all over the place.

Apparently, there were still 3 million of them holding in the 
Gulf of Georgia.

The sporties were having a heyday out past the light ship at 
the entrance to the river, and a handful of seiners were standing 
by waiting for a set. It was still open for them to catch up on their 
allocation, as it was for commercial trollers.

Earlier in the season, the price paid by the company in the 
river was a down payment of $1.30 a pound, with cash buyers 
paying $1.50 per pound. As the season picked up, the cash price 

increased to as much as $2 a pound by the time of the last gillnet 
opening on Sept. 14.

Michel Drouin has been covering the fishing industry since 1990. He is 
engaged on tender vessels in herring and salmon seasons.

Southern ClimeS continued from page 52

estuary/wetland restoration project between San Francisco and 
the Columbia River” and “a key component towards recovery  
of salmon.”

Monthly fish surveys in the Salt River project area began 
last March, and NOAA reports that, as of July, “An impressive  
assemblage of fish have been sampled from former pastures,” 
including 40 juvenile coho and six juvenile Chinook.

But engineering feats have limited value when dry conditions 
set in. A NOAA press statement indicates that “a lot of  
concern about the extremely low water in the Eel as a result of 
the extreme drought and other factors” overarches the thrill of  
restoration success.

Pacific Fishing columnist Daniel Mintz has reported on Humboldt 
County’s government and natural resources industries for more than 
a decade.

tough girl continued from page 53

fuel. We were making six bucks a haul crew share prior to that, 
so I was willing to take anything I could get at that point, even 
though I’m not a scratch fisherman and never will be.

Fishing dropped off real quick though.
“Are you f------ shitting me?!” I say as the captain decides to 

make another set for five fish. “I cannot believe this!”
We are literally losing money out here, while my father just 

picked up another 60,000 pounds.

Amy Majors writes monthly for Pacific Fishing.

B.C. update continued from page 69



Jotun Protects Property

jotun.com

INTRODUCING THE WORLD’S FIRST
RESILIENT ANTIFOULING
SeaLion Resilient is an efficient biocide free
underwater hull protection in only two coats.

The product is especially designed for vessels where maintenance simplicity 
and docking efficiency is crucial. The strong surface of SeaLion Resilient 
significantly reduces the risk of mechanical damage and maintains hull 
condition throughout the service period.

JOTUN - Tel. (800) 229-3538 Learn more at Pacific Marine Expo 
Booth #314



Your success is our business — thank you 
for fishing with us.

Happiness is… 

a full hatch.

To fish with us call 1-800-426-5490 and ask for Alaska Support.
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