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Back in August, we told you how the Trump administration and the 
National Marine Fisheries Service had published a notice inviting comments 
on identifying unnecessary or job-killing regulations, and on “streamlining” 
regulatory processes.

The notice drew numerous written responses, some highly detailed. Among 
those submitting comments were the states of Alaska and Oregon, the Pacific 
Seafood Processors Association, Pacific Seafood Group, and the West Coast 
Seafood Processors Association.

So, what ideas were to be found in the comments?
The state of Alaska, in a 16-page letter signed by Fish and Game Commis-

sioner Sam Cotten, offered many criticisms concerning the Endangered Species 
Act and “overly large” critical habitat designations for animals such as polar 
bears and ringed seals.

The state didn’t offer suggestions concerning commercial fishing specifically. 
But it did suggest doing away with an “unnecessary and ineffective” regulation 
requiring charter vessel anglers retaining halibut to sign the charter logbook.

Oregon Gov. Kate Brown, in a six-page comment letter, wrote that “we urge 
caution in streamlining the process” toward aquaculture in federal waters off 
the West Coast. She also suggested speeding up approvals for culling sea lions 
feasting on protected fish stocks.

The Seattle-based Pacific Seafood Processors Association (PSPA) suggested 
repeal of two initiatives from the Obama administration – a seafood monitoring 
program designed to keep illegal or fraudulent product out of U.S. commerce, 
and a national marine planning or “ocean zoning” initiative.

The seafood monitoring program promises to be impractical and ineffective 
while imposing hundreds of millions of dollars in new compliance costs 
throughout the chain of custody, PSPA said.

Processing giant Pacific Seafood, based in Clackamas, Oregon, urged rescind-
ing rules that are “preventing the West Coast trawl industry from realizing its 
full potential.” One of the company’s ideas is eliminating vessel caps in all catch 
share programs. Pacific also offered criticisms on observer costs, and on Nation-
al Standard 4 in the Magnuson-Stevens Act, which says no person or corpora-
tion should hold an “excessive share” of fishing privileges.

The West Coast Seafood Processors Association wrote that today, six years 
after implementation of an individual fishing quota program, the West Coast 
groundfish trawl fishery “still operates under many pre-IFQ regulations, many 
of which are outdated and unnecessary.” The consequences include serious 
underutilization of non-whiting groundfish and uneven groundfish deliveries 
to shore plants, causing job losses.

We also found interesting comments from individuals.
“The classing of commercial fishing vessels needs to be eliminated,” one man 

wrote. “The cost to just get the plans drawn up and approved on a 70-foot steel 
trawl boat are in excess of $70,000.”

Another person questioned the whole notion of streamlining, saying “any 
repeal of regulations should undergo the same full process as putting a new 
rule into place.”

Will anything come of the administration’s quest for regulatory relief?  
We’ll see.  
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Fishing vessel drug bust: Police raided a 
Bristol Bay fishing vessel and arrested a man for 
drug possession and trafficking. – kdlg.org

Fishing deaths spike: Following a year with no 
fatalities, Alaska has seen 10 commercial fishing 
deaths in 2017. – adn.com

Alaska salmon scorecard: The commercial 
harvest now stands at nearly 120 million fish.  
– adfg.alaska.gov

GE salmon sales begin: After 25 years of 
development, GE salmon has hit the market in 
Canada. – scientificamerican.com

‘Extreme measures’ for SE Chinook:  
Historically low ocean survival of Southeast 
Alaska and British Columbia king salmon  
stocks has triggered a non-retention order.  
– adfg.alaska.gov

F/V Destination hearings begin: The owner of 
the F/V Destination is the first witness to testify in 
hearings on the vessel’s tragic sinking. – adn.com

SE Dungeness disappointment: This summer’s 
Southeast Alaska Dungeness crab harvest was 
the smallest seen in several decades. – kfsk.org

29M-plus PWS pinks: Prince William Sound’s 
pink salmon harvest has exceeded 29 million 
fish. – thecordovatimes.com

Pacific Seafood drops fire claim: A legal  
battle over a Pacific Seafood company insur-
ance claim for loss of its Warrenton, Oregon, 
plant is ending. – dailyastorian.com

Processor’s busted season: Bristol Bay’s stellar 
sockeye season was a bust for a floating proces-
sor, its crew, and its fishermen. – kdlg.org

B.C. fisheries struggle: Cannery closures 
and low salmon returns have impacted British 
Columbia’s fishing industry. – cbc.ca

Port Moller plant destroyed: A fire has 
caused massive damage to the Peter Pan  
Seafoods processing plant in Port Moller,  
Alaska. – kdlg.org

Port Moller fire detailed: More details 
emerge on a fire that caused massive damage 
to the Peter Pan Seafoods processing plant on 
the Alaska Peninsula. – kdlg.org

Warmer water, smaller fish: Researchers 
believe that increased ocean temperatures 
could limit the size of fish. – cnbc.com

Salmon farm breakout: The cause and effects 
of the escape of thousands of farmed salmon 
off the Washington coast are being debated.  
– seattletimes.com

Anger over commercial harvests: Sport fish-
ermen are demanding reduction of Cook Inlet 
commercial salmon harvests. – adn.com

Marine sanctuaries defended: California 
fishermen are among those opposing  
President Donald Trump’s review of marine 
sanctuaries for potential energy development. 
– pressdemocrat.com

Washington stops salmon farm permits: 
The escape of thousands of fish from a net  
pen farm has led Washington Gov. Jay Inslee  
to direct a halt on salmon farm permits.  
– sfchronicle.com

Escaped salmon reach B.C. waters: More 
than a week after a Washington coast net pen 
collapse, the first reports of escaped salmon in 
B.C. waters are being fielded. – bc.ctvnews.ca

Regional Chinook decline: Low king salmon 
returns have led to fishery restrictions in  
multiple states. – hcn.org

Kodiak’s pink surprise: The volume and 
length of the Kodiak area’s pink salmon run  
are surprising fishermen. – kmxt.org

Fish farms on the ropes? The future of  
fish farms in Washington and British Columbia 
is in doubt following a massive escape of  
Atlantic salmon. – seattletimes.com
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by MIKE CASSINELLICOMMENTARY

Crafting a better plan to cut carbon emissions
Abundant fisheries are the lifeblood of Ilwaco, Washington, so I 

take a professional interest in cutting the carbon emissions that 
now are undercutting the ocean’s ability to produce seafood. I own 
a charter fishing operation and currently serve as mayor of Ilwaco.

Overheated river water killed half the sockeye salmon returning 
to the Columbia River in 2015. That year a warm-water “blob” in the 
ocean helped fuel a huge algae bloom that fouled some of our main 
fisheries with a neurotoxin called domoic acid. It caused job-destroy-
ing closures of Dungeness crab fishing up and down the West Coast. 
It shut down the popular razor clam harvest that draws hundreds of 
thousands of visitors to Washington’s outer coast. Hot seawater and 
rising carbon emissions aggravate the toxic blooms that close shell-
fish harvest areas nearly every year. The risks and damages just keep 
mounting. Ilwaco’s biggest private-sector employer is a fish plant 
that relies on city water from a forested watershed. That watershed 
is jeopardized by both logging and climate change.

Now a citizens initiative is being drafted that could put teeth into 
Washington’s decade-old promise to reduce carbon pollution. The 
measure needs improvement, both to cut emissions deeply enough 
and to avoid harming communities like ours. But the proposition 
wending toward Washington ballots in 2018 stands a decent chance 
of passing. It is already much better than the costly and ineffective 
carbon tax that voters rejected in 2016. That measure would have 
raised and given away about $1.7 billion a year in “rebates” and tax 
breaks: Boeing stood to receive hundreds of millions. Call me old-
fashioned, but I still think taxes should pay for necessary public 
services. If we levy a tax to solve a problem (like carbon pollution), 
isn’t that how we ought to spend the money?

The Alliance for Jobs and Clean Energy, a coalition led by labor, 
environmental justice, and conservation groups, is proposing a carbon 
price-and-reinvestment policy that’s worth a good look. It would raise 
about $1.2 billion a year initially and reinvest the money to reduce 
pollution, ease climate impacts, and mitigate economic consequences 
of carbon pricing on workers and businesses. A few percent of the 
revenues are reserved to aid workers who could lose their jobs if big 
polluters close shop to avoid the tax, and energy-intensive businesses 
that could see costs rise. Administrative expenses are capped at 5 
percent. After those expenses, the Alliance promises 70 percent of the 
money for clean energy and 30 percent for water and forest projects.

Carbon revenues might help us protect Ilwaco’s water supply. 
They could even help us build an efficient cold storage, which 
would save the cost and emissions from trucking our tuna all the 
way to Bellingham until it can be hauled back for processing.

With some adjustments, this plan has potential. Here are  
some suggestions.

Provide a credible mechanism to achieve Washington’s 
Greenhouse Gas (GHG) targets. The Department of Ecology’s 
latest recommended emission targets call for dropping to 1990 lev-
els within the next three years, and cutting another 50 percent from 
there by 2050. An initial model forecast indicates that the Alliance 
plan (as expressed in this year’s H.R. 1646, a kind of legislative 
rehearsal for the ballot) would fall short of these targets. It could 
be adjusted to deliver. Deep emissions reductions are achievable, 
affordable, and necessary to protect healthy fisheries and waters. 
At a time when the ocean and climate are sliding across tipping 
points, why shoot to miss? Recommendation: Model emissions out-
comes and adjust the proposed investment priorities (and complementary 
rules) until the plan looks likely to get the job done.

Focus the money to achieve emissions 
targets at low costs. The proposed starting 
price of $15 per metric ton is about 13.5 cents 
per gallon of gas. That’s about a quarter of 
existing fuel taxes (49.4 cents), yet it’s enough 
to drive transformative investments in a cleaner economy. But despite 
grasping that historic opportunity, so far the Alliance seems distracted, 
overlaying its investment plans with social and economic objectives 
(however noble or necessary) that don’t necessarily reduce emissions. 
Drafters have proposed to raise the carbon tax as much as 7 percent a 
year whenever emissions exceed goals. Is that escalation really neces-
sary? It will provoke a fight, especially outside Seattle’s progressive 
metropolitan bubble. Meanwhile other states are achieving – and beat-
ing – their emissions targets with low carbon prices. Washington can 
too. Recommendations: Adjust investment plans to cut emissions without 
increasing the tax. Protect fuel-dependent people by locking in the $15 initial 
price for at least five years. Protect the most vulnerable by capping later price 
hikes in each county at the rate of average local wage increases.

Protect rural communities. Much of rural Washington is 
poor, geographically remote, and worried that a carbon tax 
could drive up fuel costs. Outside the big cities, we rely on fuel-
burning industries like fishing, farming, logging, food processing, 
construction, and transportation. Our goods, services, jobs, and 
markets are hours away by road. Lacking big-city wealth, density, 
and viable alternatives to fossil fuels, most rural communities 
cannot readily “go electric.” This means many communities 
risk being locked out of investments under some criteria in the 
Alliance proposal, which favors electrification of transportation. 
Well, there aren’t many Teslas in Ilwaco. Electric machinery isn’t 
yet ready to catch our fish, work our forests, or haul our freight. 
To be frank, what’s to keep communities like ours from voting 
no? Recommendations: Start by making sure investments from carbon 
revenues will help rural people drive down their fuel bills. Allow rural 
leaders to define ingredients of a carbon pricing system we can live 
with, instead of asking us merely to endorse a policy baked in Seattle. 
Reserve 25 percent of carbon revenues for rural areas (roughly our 
share of Washington’s population). Exempt rural areas from any ban 
on investments in fossil-fuel burning projects, so long as they reduce 
emissions or build capacity to do so. For any labor standards that govern 
investments of carbon revenues, use a locally prevailing wage: Poor rural 
communities with few jobs, low wages, and limited access to capital 
shouldn’t be excluded merely for inability to pay Seattle wages.

Fund projects to improve fuel efficiency in both vehicles 
and commercial marine vessels. Transportation is the state’s 
largest source of carbon emissions – nearly half the total. Cost-
effective and practical guidelines are needed to enable investments 
to reduce emissions from vehicles, marine vessels, tractors, and 
other mobile fuel-burning equipment. Recommendations: Facilitate 
investment by using simple, cheap “input and output” measures to 
confirm emission reductions in transport (instead of mandating costly 
“verified” technologies). For example, fuel purchase records, fuel flow 
meters, and biannual emission tests can prove emission reductions in 
vessels and trucks. Take advantage of existing policies that effectively 
provide a “budget” for emissions or fuel-consuming activities in some 
sectors, thus helping to ensure that Washington taxpayers get what they 
pay for when they invest to reduce emissions. Examples: limits on taxi 

Continued on Page 30
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On the horizon
Pacific Fishing magazine’s monthly digest of upcoming 

management meetings and other notable events.

• North Pacific Fishery Management Council meeting,  
Oct. 2-10, Anchorage.

• Alaska Board of Fisheries work session, Oct. 17-19, Anchorage.
• Pacific Fishery Management Council meeting, Nov. 14-20,  

Costa Mesa, Calif.
• Pacific Marine Expo, Nov. 16-18, Seattle. A major trade show 

for commercial fishermen and mariners. More information at 
pacificmarineexpo.com.

• International Pacific Halibut Commission interim meeting,  
Nov. 28-29, Seattle.

• Alaska Board of Fisheries meeting, Dec. 1-5, Valdez. The board  
will consider Prince William Sound finfish proposals.

• North Pacific Fishery Management Council meeting, Dec. 4-12, 
Anchorage. The council will set Bering Sea and Gulf of Alaska 
groundfish catch limits for 2018.

• 2017 Alaska Young Fishermen’s Summit, Dec. 6-8, Anchorage. 
More information at tinyurl.com/y7vq9bkn.

• Alaska Board of Fisheries meeting, Jan. 11-23, Sitka. The board will 
consider Southeast and Yakutat finfish and shellfish proposals.

• International Pacific Halibut Commission annual meeting, Jan. 
22-26, Portland. The commission will set catch limits for 2018.

• Pacific Salmon Commission annual meeting, Feb. 12-16, 
Vancouver, British Columbia.

• Alaska Board of Fisheries meeting, March 6-9, Anchorage.  
The board will consider statewide (except Southeast and Yakutat) 
Dungeness crab, shrimp, other miscellaneous shellfish, and 
supplemental issues.

Atlantic salmon escape en masse from Washington 
state fish farm, Cooke apologizes

A largescale escape of farmed Atlantic salmon in Washington 
state created quite an uproar.

Cooke Aquaculture Inc. said its salmon farm “experienced major 
structural damage” on Aug. 20 that led to the release of fish. The com-
pany attributed the damage to “exceptionally high tides and currents.”

The failed net pen was at Cypress Island in Skagit County. The 
salmon farm has been in operation for about 30 years, Cooke said.

“We are deeply sorry about this event and the loss of Atlantic 
salmon from the Cypress farm,” Cooke said in a Sept. 6 statement. 
“Over the past two weeks, we have been focused on properly and 
safely removing the fish and equipment from the farm and working 
with tribal partners, experts, and agencies to meet our obligations.”

Cooke said it activated a recapture plan and had recovered 
145,101 fish from the damaged farm site, with recovered fish still 
being counted. The farm was stocked with 305,000 Atlantic salmon.

The escape stirred broad reaction, and not just from the usual 
critics of Atlantic salmon farming in Pacific waters. The concern is 
what impact the farmed salmon might have, if any, on the region’s 
wild Pacific salmon stocks.

Permitting halt: Washington Gov. Jay Inslee directed the Depart-
ment of Ecology to put a hold on any new permits for net pens 
until a “thorough investigation” of the incident was completed.

Washington congressional members including Sens. Maria 
Cantwell and Patty Murray sent a letter asking the National Oce-
anic and Atmospheric Administration and the U.S. Army Corps of 
Engineers to “immediately act to minimize the impact of the Atlan-
tic salmon net pen failure.”

“The released Atlantic salmon pose a threat to wild Pacific 
salmon, including multiple endangered and threatened stocks in 
the region,” the letter said. “Most concerning is the threat farmed 
Atlantic salmon pose to the wild Pacific salmon populations 
stocks in Puget Sound. Farmed salmon tend to be larger and could 
outcompete wild salmon for critical resources such as prey and 
preferred habitat, which is important for spawning.”

The Washington Department of Fish and Wildlife asked anglers 
to report catches of escaped Atlantic salmon.

“We’re hoping to track how many Atlantic salmon have been 
recovered by sport anglers and how far those fish have dispersed,” 
said Ron Warren, head of WDFW’s fish program.

Warren noted the escaped Atlantic salmon were 8 to 10 pounds 
in size and safe for people to eat.

One organization, Wild Fish Conservancy, served notice it would 
sue Cooke Aquaculture under the Clean Water Act.

Canada, Alaska response: The escape stoked concern in Brit-
ish Columbia and Alaska, as well.

“Although this incident happened at an American facility subject 
to U.S. laws and regulations, our government takes this incident 
very seriously given its proximity to Canadian waters,” said Cana-
dian Fisheries Minister Dominic LeBlanc.

Fisheries and Oceans Canada (DFO) planned to conduct stream 
surveys in areas closest to the U.S. border to monitor for any 
escaped Atlantic salmon.

“The fish aren’t expected to enter into rivers and streams until 
they mature in the fall,” DFO said. “Past research suggests that 
many of these fish won’t adapt to natural feeding practices and 
that most would either be caught or predated upon.”

The Alaska Department of Fish and Game asked sport anglers 
and commercial fishermen to report catches of Atlantic salmon, 
which the state regards as an invasive species.

“Atlantic salmon resemble native steelhead trout and king  
salmon,” the department said. “However, Atlantic salmon have 
large spots on their gill covers and may or may not have spots on 
their tail fins.”

The department added: “If you catch an Atlantic salmon, please 
do not clean it. Keep the fish whole, take a picture of the fish, 
note the location it was caught, get a GPS location if possible, and  
visit the department’s webpage where you can upload pictures  
of your catch.”

The webpage is located at tinyurl.com/y8ov3cv2.  

– Wesley Loy
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Alaska fishing vessel owners cautioned on opioids
In February, Alaska Gov. Bill Walker declared a public health 

emergency to combat the state’s opioid epidemic.
The governor cited “an urgent need to raise awareness of opioid 

misuse and heroin addiction, and to promote prevention, treat-
ment, and enforcement.”

As part of that effort, state officials recently sent a letter to com-
mercial fishing vessel owners warning of the impact of opioid 
abuse, and the criminal penalties associated with the illegal posses-
sion, transportation, or distribution of opioids. Vessel seizure and 
forfeiture is also a possibility.

NEWS NET
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STATE OF THE ART TOOLING

Army Corps, Oregon sign 
hatchery contracts

The U.S. Army Corps of Engineers issued two contracts recently 
to the Oregon Department of Fish and Wildlife for the operation 
of five hatcheries and the production of salmon and steelhead to 
offset impacts of the Corps’ dams in Oregon.

The Corps will pay ODFW about $4.8 million to operate the Mar-
ion Forks, South Santiam, McKenzie, and Willamette hatcheries in 
the Willamette Valley, and just over $2.1 million for operations at 
the Cole M. Rivers hatchery in the Rogue River Basin. The contracts 
went into effect Sept. 1, and include services such as fish production 
and release, marking and tagging of fish, and fish health services.

“ODFW will continue to provide many of the same hatchery 
services that they provided for decades,” said 
Andrew Traylor, Portland District hatchery 
coordinator. “The contracts outline and define 
the specific services to operate the hatcheries 
and produce the amount of fish necessary to 
meet our federal mitigation requirements.”

The agencies also expect to sign a contract 
by Nov. 1 to operate the Bonneville Fish Hatch-
ery on the Columbia River.

“These contracts will ensure fish production 
will remain steady for the next few years,” said 
Scott Patterson, ODFW Fish Propagation Pro-
gram manager.

Since the 1950s, the Corps has paid ODFW 
to manage hatchery operations and provide 
fish production services to meet mitigation 
requirements for impacts to fish passage and 
habitat caused by the Corps’ dams. Historical-
ly, ODFW has concurrently raised both Corps-
funded and ODFW-funded fish at the same 
hatcheries. Both organizations’ fish contribute 
to Oregon’s recreational fisheries, an arrange-
ment that benefits both agencies.  

– Oregon Department of Fish and Wildlife

San Francisco herring 
status detailed

A report on the 2016-17 San Francisco Bay Pacific herring fishery 
details a “reduced level of effort” aligned with a “well below aver-
age” spawning biomass estimate.

The estimate is above those seen in the previous two years, how-
ever, as a shift away from El Niño conditions emerged early this year.

Herring gillnetters had a total San Francisco Bay quota of 750 
tons. Only eight vessels participated and they stopped fishing well 
before hitting the quota limit.

Only 37 tons were landed in the January-March season.
The age demographics of the herring population might offer a 

glimpse into the future. The report notes that the number of 2-year-
old fish was the “lowest on record” and numbers of 3-year-olds 
was “well below average.”

The low numbers of younger fish “negatively affect recruitment to 
the commercial fishery” and “this low recruitment of herring to the 
spawning biomass may also result in reduced reproductive potential 
in subsequent seasons and lead to reduced availability of herring 
as forage in ocean and bay ecosystems,” according to the report.  

– Daniel Mintz

“It is in the best interest of every vessel owner, crew, their fami-
lies, and all Alaskans for our commercial fishing fleet to be free of 
opioid abuse, and it is the responsibility of vessel owners to be ever 
vigilant in the prevention of opioid abuse and distribution,” said 
the Aug. 10 letter from Walt Monegan, Alaska’s public safety com-
missioner. “In order to equip yourself to recognize signs of abuse, 
address it, and reverse the damaging impact it is having on Alaska, 
I urge you and your crew to visit opioids.alaska.gov and familiar-
ize yourselves with the available resources on opioids.”

The letter quoted Fish and Game Commissioner Sam Cotten: 
“The fishing industry is only one of the industries in Alaska 
that may be affected by the opioid epidemic. The impacts of this 
epidemic affect fishing families, fishing communities, and the 
safety of our men and women at sea. Please help your crew be 
aware of the risks involved, including the risks to the lives of their 
fellow crewmen and the potential financial losses to the owners of 
the business.”  

– Wesley Loy
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SALMON WRAPUP by WESLEY LOY, MICHEL DROUIN, and DANIEL MINTZ

Boom and bust
Alaska’s salmon catch tops 200 million fish, while points 
south see mostly meager catches and outright closures

Here’s our review of the 2017 Pacific salmon season, from Alaska 
to British Columbia to California.

ALASKA
Alaska enjoyed a strong salmon catch overall, with the all-

important sockeye fishery coming in well above forecast.
As of mid-September, with the harvest nearly done, the all-

species harvest stood at about 215 million fish. Coming into the 
season, the Alaska Department of Fish and Game had forecast a 
catch of about 204 million fish.

The sockeye stood at just over 52 million fish, compared to the 
forecast of about 41 million.

As for other species, the pink salmon tally stood at nearly 136 
million fish, close to the forecast of 142 million.

The chum salmon harvest came in very strong at nearly 23 
million fish, well above the 16.7 million forecast.

The coho tally stood at 4.3 million on a forecast of 4.7 million.
The dark side of the season concerned Chinook salmon, with 

Bristol Bay gillnetters enjoyed a huge harvest of 37.7 million sockeye, worth $209.9 million at the docks. Jack Molan photo

Continued on Page 10
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SALMON WRAPUP

weak stocks forcing a ban on retention effective Aug. 10 in South-
east Alaska commercial and recreational fisheries.

The McDowell Group, a consultant to the Alaska Seafood Mar-
keting Institute, reported this season “marks the 30th consecutive 
year that Alaska has produced salmon harvests in excess of 100 
million salmon, a testament to sustainable management practices 
and the state’s abundant salmon habitat.”

McDowell further observed: “Keta (chum) salmon appear poised 
to post the second-best harvest on record, while the sockeye har-
vest currently ranks eighth-best all time. Coho harvests are far 
ahead of last year, but this year’s harvest ranks in the middle of the 
pack historically. Although pinks will finish well behind the last 
odd-year harvest, this year is in line with historical average odd-
year harvests dating back to 1991.”

Here are highlights from key fishing regions.
Southeast Alaska: The region’s pink salmon harvest stood 

at about 33 million fish on a forecast of 43 million. Seiners in 
the Northern District accounted for the bulk of the catch at 23.3  
million pinks.

Southeast trollers, during a four-day opener in early July, reached  
their harvest target of 64,000 Chinook.

Prince William Sound: Copper River driftnetters experienced a 
tough sockeye season, as expected, with a tally of only 569,000 fish. 
The forecast had called for 889,000 sockeye.

On the bright side, Chinook catches started the season much stron-
ger than expected, despite tightened conservation measures aimed at 
limiting the catch. Copper River drifters took about 13,000 Chinook.

The Prince William Sound pink salmon harvest stood at 48.5 
million fish on a forecast of 55.9 million.

Upper Cook Inlet: The sock-
eye harvest stood at more than 
1.8 million fish on a forecast of 
1.7 million.

Kodiak: Landings included 
2.4 million sockeye and 26.7 mil-
lion pink salmon, both in line  
with preseason projections.

Chignik: The fleet had 
850,000 sockeye on a forecast 
of 1.19 million.

Alaska Peninsula: The sockeye catch stood at nearly 
7 million fish, with the North Peninsula accounting for 3.8 million 
and the South Peninsula 3.2 million.

A mid-August fire at Peter Pan’s Port Moller processing plant 
essentially closed late-season fishing in the North Peninsula region.

Bristol Bay: The state’s top sockeye area put on a fine show 
with gillnetters taking 37.7 million fish, or 37 percent above the 
preseason forecast of 27.5 million.

The sockeye paid an average base ex-vessel price of $1.02 per 
pound, and the fish weighed an average of 5.5 pounds. That rang 
up a fishery value of $209.9 million, the Department of Fish and 
Game said in a season summary issued Sept. 13.

The sockeye run to the Nushagak District was the largest in the 
history of the fishery, the department said. The district finished 
with a monster catch of nearly 11.8 million sockeye.

But wait! The Egegik District quietly did even better with a catch 
of almost 11.9 million sockeye.

The Naknek-Kvichak District came in third among the bay’s five 
fishing districts with a catch of 8.1 million sockeye.

Upper Cook Inlet fishermen took more 
than 1.8 million sockeye, exceeding the 
preseason forecast. Wesley Loy photo

Continued from Page 9
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As the sockeye run compressed, straining processors, fishermen 
faced delivery limits or suspensions from July 3 until July 15, the 
department said.

Bristol Bay fishermen also took 38,835 Chinook salmon, which 
paid 72 cents per pound, and nearly 1.8 million chums, at 30 cents 
per pound.

Northern areas: The Yukon River commercial chum catch 
topped 1 million fish, and the coho catch tallied 130,000.

Norton Sound produced a record 190,000 coho and 163,000 chums.
Kotzebue produced 463,000 chums.

BRITISH COLUMBIA
This year’s Fraser River sockeye run, which was forecast to be noth-

ing spectacular to start with, turned out even worse than expected.
By Aug. 31, the run size estimate was 1.4 million sockeye, 

compared to the expected 4.4 million.
There were no commercial fisheries permitted in Canadian 

waters. Canadian food, social, and ceremonial aboriginal fisheries 
took 52,570 sockeye.

The Fraser River pink salmon run size in-season estimate was 
4.8 million.

The Alberni Inlet sockeye gillnet fishery, which was successful in 
2016, was relatively minor in 2017.

Area 3, near the Alaska border, opened for sockeye June 3. Total 
catch for the Area 3 gillnet fleet was 34,443 sockeye, 4,208 chums, 
1,257 Chinook, 738 pink salmon, and 661 coho.

Area 4, the approaches to the Skeena River, never opened at all 
for commercial fishermen.

The only really good fishing for net fishermen this season was 
in Area 8 on B.C.’s central coast. Before the season wound down 
in late July, the gillnet fleet had landed 70,000 chum and about 
1,700 Chinook salmon. The seine fleet had taken 21,800 pinks and  
13,500 chums.

The West Coast of Vancouver Island troll fishery was closed Aug. 1  
when the target catch of 16,500 Chinook was achieved.

North Coast trollers had their Chinook season open July 21. The 
area was closed Aug. 4 to protect stocks of concern. The catch stood 
at 88,991 Chinook.

WASHINGTON, OREGON
Columbia River gillnetters lost a lot of fishing opportunity this 

year, as implementation of a controversial plan to limit impacts on 
listed stocks fully kicked in.

There was no mainstem spring Chinook salmon fishing for the 
first time since 2002, said John North, the Oregon Department of 
Fish and Wildlife’s Columbia River fisheries manager. Summer 
fishing was also prohibited for the first time since 2004.

The river’s selective area commercial fishery, which includes 
small off-channel sites and fish released from net pens and 
hatcheries, saw a spring Chinook harvest of 17,600 fish, however, 
surpassing last year’s 10,500-fish haul.

The mainstem fall fishing period runs through October and is 
restricted due to low steelhead returns. From Aug. 22 to Sept. 18, 
Chinook harvests totaled 17,100 fish, and 625 coho were harvested.

North said fishing was continuing but the struggling steelhead 
run was being monitored and adaptive restrictions could emerge 
in response. But most of the fishery had been harvested and a 
“significant reduction in fishing days” had been seen.

Selective area fall fisheries also run through October, and from 
Aug. 1 to Sept. 19, 11,500 coho and 8,500 Chinook were landed.

North said the fall commercial fisheries had been “underper-
forming and not meeting expectations.”

Oregon’s salmon ocean troll fishery failed to hit its quotas 
Continued on Page 12
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north of Cape Falcon, with only 926 Chinook and 446 fin-clipped 
hatchery coho harvested from July to mid-September.

The area’s May and June spring Chinook fishery saw a catch of 
1,733 fish.

From Cape Falcon to the Florence South Jetty from April 15 to the 
end of July, 17,267 Chinook were landed. The fishery was closed 
during August to avoid impacts to Klamath River fall Chinook.

Fishing in the area resumed in September and continues 
through October, but Eric Schindler, project leader of the Oregon 
Department of Fish and Wildlife’s Ocean Salmon Management 
Project, said not much of a catch is expected.

South of Florence, fishing was closed in September and will be 
closed in October, to avoid contacts with Klamath fish.

Washington’s coastal salmon fishing opened on May 1 and 

continued to June 30 with a quota of 27,000 Chinook.
Wendy Beeghley, the state Department of Fish and Wildlife’s 

ocean salmon manager, described the quota, which includes a 
portion of northern Oregon, as “above average.”

Washington’s landings totaled about 23,000 fish. The quota 
wasn’t met and 2,205 fish were rolled over to the quota for the 
period from July 1 to Sept. 19. As of Sept. 10, about 10,500 Chinook 
had been landed in the Washington ocean fishing area.

About 1,400 Washington coho were landed during the period, 
under a 2,500-fish quota for the northern Oregon/Washington area.

CALIFORNIA
“Severe hardship to the fishing industry” sums up the status of 

California’s Chinook salmon season this year, according to a state 
Senate resolution asking for federal disaster relief for both this 
season and last.

Continued from Page 11

The current salmon season included a 
crushing statewide no-fishing restriction for 
the entire month of July, when harvests are 
typically most active. Fishing in the Klam-
ath Management Zone from the Humboldt 
South Jetty to the Oregon border was closed 
for the entire season.

Reflecting the impacts of drought and 
parasitic disease, preseason Klamath ocean 
salmon abundance was estimated at 54,200 
fish, a historically low level. The abundance 
prediction for Sacramento River fall-run Chi-
nook was half of what’s considered adequate 
for a good season.

Historically low returns of endangered 
winter-run Sacramento Chinook also drove 
the season’s heavy restrictions.

The season started in May and contin-
ued through June, but only in the Monterey 
area, where the catch was fairly light. Fish-
ing resumed in August in the Point Arena 
to Pidgeon Point area, which includes San 
Francisco Bay.

Landings totals for the month weren’t 
available at press time, but Jennifer Simon, 
of the California Department of Fish and 
Wildlife’s Ocean Salmon Project, offered a 
somewhat positive preliminary summary.

“At this point, we think they landed more 
fish than we expected them to,” she said. 
“Not significantly more than we expected, 
but somewhat more.”

The harvest was still comparatively low, 
which led to an ex-vessel price of $9 per pound.

Fishing continued in the San Francisco 
Bay region through September, with a 
reduced minimum size limit of 26 inches. 
Commercial fishing in the Fort Bragg area 
started Sept. 1, with a 3,000-fish quota.

Simon noted that during August, fisher-
men were catching “a lot of very small fish” 
that had to be released.

“Whether that means there are better 
times ahead is challenging to say,” she said, 
as it’s difficult to predict the survival rate of 
the young salmon.  
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Adak-Fresh 
1230 Lyall St. 
Victoria, British Columbia 
(250) 388-7639 
Leadership: Johnny Pawn, plant manager 
www.hartsc.com/adak-fresh.html 
Sites: Adak 
Parent company: The Hartman Group

Alaska General Seafoods 
6425 NE 175th St. 
Kenmore, WA 98028 
(425) 485-7755 
Leadership: Dan Nomura, president 
www.akgen.com 
Sites: Ketchikan, Naknek 
Parent company: Canadian Fishing Co. 
(Canfisco), part of The Jim Pattison Group

Alaska Glacier Seafoods Inc. 
13555 Glacier Highway 
Juneau, AK 99801 
(907) 790-3590 
Leadership: Mike Erickson, president 
www.alaskaglacierseafoods.com 
Sites: Juneau

Alyeska Seafoods Inc. 
2101 Fourth Ave. 
Suite 1700 
Seattle, WA 98121 
(206) 682-5949 
Leadership: Mark Johahnson, president 
www.alyeskaseafoods.com 
Sites: Dutch Harbor 
Parent company: Maruha Nichiro

AquaTech 
6221 Petersburg St. 
Anchorage, AK 99507 

(907) 563-1387 
Leadership: Lamar Ballard 
www.crabfactory.com 
Sites: Anchorage

Atka Pride Seafoods Inc. 
302 Gold St. 
Suite 202 
Juneau, AK 99801 
(907) 586-0161 
Leadership: Lawrence Prokopeuff, 
president 
www.apicda.com/our-business/ 
atka-pride-seafoods 
Sites: Atka 
Parent company: APICDA Joint Ventures 
(50 percent) and Atka Fishermen’s 
Association (50 percent)

Bering Pacific Seafoods 
717 K St. 
Anchorage, AK 99501 
(907) 929-5273 
Leadership: Jerry Duckworth,  
plant manager 
www.apicda.com/our-business/ 
bering-pacific-seafoods 
Sites: False Pass 
Parent company:  
APICDA Joint Ventures

Copper River Seafoods Inc. 
1118 E. Fifth Ave. 
Anchorage, AK 99501 
(907) 865-5033 
Leadership: Scott Blake, president 
www.copperriverseafoods.com 
Sites: Cordova, Dutch Harbor (Bering 
Fisheries), Kenai, Kotzebue, Naknek, 
Togiak (Togiak Seafoods)

Dana F. Besecker Co. 
7900 SE 28th St. 
Suite 403 
Mercer Island, WA 98040 
(206) 232-5040 
Leadership: Tyler Besecker, president 
www.dfbcompany.com

E.C. Phillips & Son Inc. 
1775 Tongass Ave. 
Ketchikan, AK 99901 
(907) 247-7975 
Leadership: Larry Elliott, president 
www.ecphillipsalaska.com 
Sites: Ketchikan

E&E Foods 
801 S. Fidalgo St. 
Suite 100 
Seattle, WA 98108 
(206) 768-8979 
Leadership: Tab Goto, president 
www.eefoods.com 
Sites: Egegik (Coffee Point Seafoods), 
Kenai (Pacific Star Seafoods),  
Yakutat (Yakutat Seafoods)

Ekuk Fisheries LLC 
2442 NW Market St., #625 
Seattle, WA 98107 
(206) 371-8258 
Leadership: Joseph Kelso, owner 
ekukfisheries.com 
Sites: Ekuk

Favco Inc. 
1205 W. 29th Ave. 
Anchorage, AK 99503 
(907) 278-1525 
Leadership: Greg Favretto, owner 

The rough and romantic life of the fisherman is the 
image most people associate with Alaska’s seafood 
industry.

But it’s the processing sector that sustains the 
business. Often operating out of aging plants in remote 
locations, processors shoulder tremendous financial 
risks to buy, pack, and market the state’s prodigious 
catches of groundfish, salmon, halibut, herring, crab, 
and other species.

Alaska’s status as a world-class fishing province 
is evidenced by the powerhouse companies with 
operations in the state. The players include Japanese 
titans Maruha Nichiro, Marubeni, and Nissui and 
domestic giants Trident and Pacific Seafood.

Beneath the big boys are dozens of smaller 
companies providing essential markets for Alaska’s 
commercial fishermen.

Relations between the two sectors – fishing 
and processing – aren’t always so cordial. But all 
would agree that the processing plants dotting 

Alaska’s coastline are vital not only for fleets but for 
communities stretching from Nome to Dutch Harbor to 
Naknek to Cordova to Petersburg to Ketchikan.

Presented below is Pacific Fishing magazine’s 
directory of companies operating shore plants around 
Alaska. In future issues, we hope to expand the 
directory by adding at-sea processors.

These shore plants are hectic places, turning raw 
catches into fresh and frozen fillets, canned goods, 
surimi, roe products, crab sections, and more. The 
plants are highly multicultural, attracting thousands of 
workers of myriad ethnic backgrounds. Many return to 
the plants season after season, even though work on 
the “slime line” is demanding.

We hope you find this Alaska processor directory 
useful. We’re sure it’s not perfect. If you see 
errors or omissions, please let us know and we’ll  
make improvements.

– Wesley Loy, editor

ALAKSA SEAFOOD PROCESSOR DIRECTORY

The Alyeska Seafoods plant at 
Dutch Harbor. Bob King photo

A processing plant at Wrangell. 
Wesley Loy photo

Salmon gillnetters at a Bristol Bay 
cannery. U.S. Coast Guard photo

The Cordova waterfront.  
Wesley Loy photo

Jovencio Molina pushes herring inside 
the Sitka Sound Seafoods processing 
plant. James Poulson photo

BACKBONE OF AN INDUSTRY
Processors take on tough work, high risks in 
support of Alaska fisheries



www.favcoinc.com 
Sites: Anchorage

Fisherman’s Express LLC 
4611 Gambell St. 
Anchorage, AK 99503 
(907) 770-1660 
Leadership: Cade Smith, CEO 
www.fishex.com 
Sites: Anchorage

Haida Wild Alaska Seafood LLC 
1 Water St. 
Hydaburg, AK 99922 
(907) 285-3666 
Leadership: Jess Dilts, plant manager 
Sites: Hydaburg 
Parent company: City of Hydaburg (50 
percent) and Hydaburg Cooperative 
Association (50 percent)

Haines Packing Co. 
P.O. Box 290 
Haines AK 99827 
(907) 766-2883 
Leadership: Harry Rietze 
www.hainespacking.com 
Sites: Haines

Icicle Seafoods Inc. 
4019 21st Ave. W. 
Seattle, WA 98199 
(206) 282-0988 
Leadership: Pal Angell-Hansen, CEO 
www.icicleseafoods.com 
Sites: Dillingham, Egegik, Larsen Bay, 
Petersburg, Seward 
Parent company:  
Cooke Aquaculture Inc.

International Seafoods of Alaska Inc. 
517 Shelikof St. 
Kodiak, AK 99615 
(907) 486-4768 
Leadership: Mitch Kilborn,  
director of operations 
isa-ak.com 
Sites: Kodiak 
Parent company:  
True World Holdings LLC

Kwik’Pak Fisheries LLC 
2909 Arctic Blvd. 
Anchorage, AK 99503 
(907) 644-0326 
Leadership: Jack Schultheis,  
general manager 
www.kwikpakfisheries.com 
Sites: Emmonak 
Parent company: Yukon Delta Fisheries 
Development Association

Leader Creek Fisheries 
4601 Shilshole Ave. NW 
Seattle, WA 98107 
(206) 547-6900 
Leadership: Dan Nomura, president 
leadercreekfisheries.com 
Sites: Naknek 
Parent company: Canadian Fishing Co. 
(Canfisco), part of The Jim Pattison Group

North Pacific Seafoods Inc. 
4 Nickerson St. 
Suite 400 
Seattle, WA 98109 

(206) 726-9900 
Leadership: John Garner,  
chief operating officer 
www.northpacificseafoods.com 
Sites: Kenai (Inlet Fish Producers), 
Kodiak (Alaska Pacific Seafoods), 
Naknek (Pederson Point plant), Naknek 
(Red Salmon plant),  
Sitka (Sitka Sound Seafoods),  
Togiak (Togiak Fisheries) 
Parent company: Marubeni

Norton Sound Seafood Products 
P.O. Box 906 
Nome, AK 99762 
(907) 443-2304 
Leadership: Middy Johnson,  
operations manager 
nortonsoundseafood.com 
Sites: Nome 
Parent company: Norton Sound 
Economic Development Corp.

Ocean Beauty Seafoods LLC 
1100 W. Ewing St. 
Seattle, WA 98119 
(206) 317-7531 
Leadership: Mark Palmer, CEO 
www.oceanbeauty.com 
Sites: Alitak, Cordova, Excursion Inlet, 
Kodiak, Naknek, Petersburg 
Parent company: Bristol Bay Economic 
Development Corp. holds 50 percent 
interest

Pacific Seafood Group 
16797 SE 130th Ave. 
Clackamas OR 97015 
(503) 905-4500 
Leadership: Frank Dulcich, president 
www.pacseafood.com 
Sites: Kodiak (Island Seafoods), Nikiski 
(Pacific Alaska Shellfish), Seward 
(Resurrection Bay Seafoods), Wrangell 
(Sea Level Seafoods)

Peter Pan Seafoods Inc. 
2200 Sixth Ave. 
Seattle, WA 98121 
(206) 728-6000 
Leadership: Barry Collier, CEO 
www.ppsf.com 
Sites: Dillingham, King Cove,  
Port Moller, Valdez 
Parent company: Maruha Nichiro

Seafood Producers Cooperative 
2875 Roeder Ave., #2 
Bellingham, WA 98225 
(360) 733-0120 
Leadership: Tom McLaughlin, CEO 
www.spcsales.com 
Sites: Sitka

Silver Bay Seafoods LLC 
208 Lake St. 
Suite 2E 
Sitka, AK 99835 
(907) 966-3110 
Leadership: Richard Riggs, CEO 
silverbayseafoods.com 
Sites: Craig, Metlakatla, Naknek,  
Sitka, Valdez 
Parent company: StarKist and parent 
Dongwon hold 12.5 percent stake

Sitka Salmon Shares 
216 Smith St. B 
Sitka, AK 99835 
(907) 966-9999 
Leadership: Jason Croft 
sitkasalmonshares.com 
Sites: Sitka

Snug Harbor Seafoods Inc. 
Mile 14.5 Kalifornsky Beach Road 
Kenai, AK 99611 
(888) 283-1099 
Leadership: Paul D. Dale, president 
snugharborseafoods.com 
Sites: Kenai

Taku River Reds 
4275 N. Douglas Highway 
Juneau, AK 99801 
(907) 419-1309 
Leadership: Kirk and Heather Hardcastle 
www.taku-salmon.com 
Sites: Juneau

Taku Smokeries 
550 S. Franklin St. 
Juneau, AK 99801 
(907) 463-4617 
Leadership: Eric Norman,  
general manager 
www.takustore.com 
Sites: Juneau

Tonka Seafoods Inc. 
1200 S. Nordic Drive 
Petersburg, AK 99833 
(888) 560-3662 
Leadership: Wendel Gilbert, president 
www.tonkaseafoods.com 
Sites: Petersburg

Trident Seafoods Corp. 
5303 Shilshole Av. NW 
Seattle, WA 98107 
(206) 783-3818 
Leadership: Joe Bundrant, CEO 
tridentseafoods.com 
Sites: Akutan, Cordova, Ketchikan, 
Kodiak, Naknek, Petersburg, St. Paul, 
Sand Point, Wrangell

UniSea Inc. 
15400 NE 90th St. 
P.O. Box 97019 
Redmond, WA 98073 
(425) 881-8181 
Leadership: Tom Enlow, president 
www.unisea.com 
Sites: Dutch Harbor 
Parent company: Nissui

Westward Seafoods Inc. 
2101 Fourth Ave. 
Suite 1700 
Seattle, WA 98121 
(206) 682-5949 
Leadership: Mark Johahnson, president 
www.westwardseafoods.com 
Sites: Dutch Harbor 
Parent company: Maruha Nichiro
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Workers process black cod at 
Seafood Producers Cooperative in 
Sitka. James Poulson photo

Much of Alaska’s huge annual pollock 
catch is processed into surimi, a versa-
tile protein paste. Gunnar Knapp photo

Pollock moving through the UniSea 
plant at Dutch Harbor. Gunnar 
Knapp photo
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Ocean conditions for salmon headed to sea this year are very 
pHeavy rains and runoff from last winter’s near-record snows 

in California have done more than end the state’s devastating 
drought – they have also helped rejuvenate salmon streams.

Swollen rivers in recent months have deposited a renewed sup-
ply of what biologists call “woody debris,” an essential ingredient 
of healthy salmon habitat.

For most people, woody debris means fallen trees, logs, or bro-
ken limbs deposited in a stream and along its banks during a flood. 
For salmon, it means hiding places, deep pools to grow, food, and 
perhaps even a jump-start for other vegetation beside rivers.

“Of all the actions to improve salmon habitat, increasing woody 
debris is a priority action in all of our Endangered Species Act 
recovery plans for salmon,” said Dan Free, a fisheries biologist with 
NOAA Fisheries, West Coast Region. “Stream restoration projects 
that increase woody debris import wood from elsewhere and are 
expensive, but the great thing about this resource is that it’s free 
and naturally introduced into the system.”

Many benefits: Woody debris provides extensive benefits. 
Water rushing past logs scours river bottoms, creating deep holes 
that provide habitat for juvenile salmon to hide and grow. The 
wood also fosters growth of algae and insects for the fish to eat, 
helping them gain strength and size before migrating to the ocean.

California rains and runoff deposit ‘woody debris’ 
helpful to salmon

Removing wood from streambeds is discouraged, as the wood enhances 
salmon habitat.
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Sediment deposited by heavy river flows can also bury wood alongside 
streams, giving other vegetation a foothold. Buried logs retain water that other 
trees can access through their roots, enabling them to survive long dry spells. 
Groves of willows and cottonwoods and other riparian vegetation along the river 
bank often have logs buried beneath them that helped support their initial growth.

Flood waters pick up woody debris by uprooting trees, snagging dead logs 
and stumps, and transporting old stores of wood from riparian areas. Eventu-
ally the wood settles in the streambed, on a gravel bar, or washes out to sea.

The recent drought in California and the common practice of removing 
wood from streams has left many watersheds without much woody debris, 
especially in northern and central California. Fortunately, this year’s storms 
have reversed the trend by bringing a significant amount of woody debris to 
most streams.

“With all the rain we’ve had, a lot of wood like old-growth timber, smaller 
limbs, and trees have come down the streams – which is a good thing,” Free 
said. “Unfortunately, some people may believe the wood deposited in our riv-
ers and on gravel bars is available to supplement their next winter’s woodpile 
or may even remove larger wood for sale.”

Both NOAA Fisheries and the California Department of Fish and Wildlife 
highly discourage people from removing wood from streambeds, since it 
diminishes fish habitat quality and quantity.

“Wood is inextricably linked to providing a healthy habitat for salmon” 
Free said. “Leaving this naturally occurring resource in the streams and on the 
gravel bars for fish so they can gain strength is one of the best things we can 
do for their habitat.”  

– NOAA Fisheries

Ocean surveys show 
poor outlook for 
Columbia salmon
Ocean conditions for salmon headed to sea 

this year are very poor, according to recent 
NOAA Fisheries research surveys, and have a 
high likelihood of depressing salmon returns to 
the Columbia River in the next few years.

The outlook is described in a recent research 
memorandum from NOAA’s Northwest 
Fisheries Science Center (NWFSC), which has 
been studying the ecology of young salmon 
entering the ocean for more than 20 years. The 
research has helped reveal how conditions in 
the ocean affect salmon survival and, ultimately, 
how many salmon complete their life cycle to 
return to their home streams and spawn.

NOAA Fisheries researchers regularly sur-
vey ocean conditions off the Pacific Northwest 
coast, focusing especially on factors known as 
“ocean indicators” that can serve as barometers 
of salmon survival. They also assess the num-
ber and condition of juvenile salmon along the 
Oregon and Washington coastlines.

Continued on Page 18
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satellite imagery shows near-normal sea surface temperatures. It 
was only by getting out on the water and sampling directly that 
we were able to identify and describe local biological indicators.”

Lean times coming? Researchers’ catch of juvenile salmon this 
year was among the lowest in the last 20 years, suggesting that the 
early survival of young fish was unusually low. Catches of other spe-
cies such as smelt, herring, and anchovy were also low, a sign that 
predators such as seabirds near the mouth of the Columbia may have 
had to rely more heavily on young salmon just entering the ocean.

Surveys in recent years have also turned up record numbers of 
warmer-water species such as Pacific pompano and jack mackerel 
that previously had been scarce off the Pacific Northwest coast. 
Increased abundance of these warm-water species can have direct 
and indirect ecological impacts on salmon.

The agency’s many years of ocean research have helped sci-
entists develop online charts of ocean indicators that display the 
forecast for salmon returns in coming years. In the last few years, 
the indicators have turned largely negative for Columbia River 
salmon, in large part because of unusually warm ocean tempera-
tures, including the “warm blob,” a large swath of warm water that 
encompassed much of the West Coast beginning in 2013.

“This is not just about salmon, however, it’s about an ocean eco-
system that is changing in ways that affect salmon and everything 
else out there,” said David Huff, manager of the NWFSC’s Estua-
rine and Ocean Ecology Program. “Remote methods of detecting 
changes to the ecosystem did not highlight the poor ocean con-
ditions this year. For example, the warm blob has dissipated, so 

Continued from Page 17

Moreover, warm ocean waters typically 
carry plankton with less of the fatty nutrients 
that young salmon need to thrive when they 
first go to sea, starving the food web from 
the bottom up. This year researchers noted 
that chlorophyll, which is a barometer of the 
plankton that helps sustain higher trophic 
levels, was at its lowest levels in 20 years.

At the same time, tiny marine crustaceans 
called copepods that signal favorable condi-
tions for salmon have remained at low levels 
since 2014, researchers said.

The results indicate that salmon fisheries 
may face some lean times in the next few years. 
Biologists will report on 2017 salmon returns 
later this year, and will issue forecasts for 2018 
in early March. Those forecasts will help shape 
expectations for 2018 fishing seasons.

Importance of freshwater habitat: 
“While the news is not good, this new infor-
mation helps us anticipate what’s coming,” 
said NWFSC Director Kevin Werner. “We 
cannot change what the ocean is doing in 
the short term but this scientific information 
can help us make good decisions about how 
best to manage and protect salmon in light 
of these adverse conditions.”

The findings underscore the vast influ-
ence the ocean exerts over salmon survival 
and the importance of providing salmon 
with healthy freshwater habitat so they can 
weather poor ocean conditions and take 
advantage of favorable conditions when 
they return. That is a central focus of NOAA 
Fisheries’ recovery plans for threatened and 
endangered salmon and steelhead.

“As difficult as it is for salmon right now, 
tribes, watershed groups, and others across the 
region have worked hard to improve freshwater 
salmon habitat,” said Michael Tehan, assistant 
regional administrator for the Interior Colum-
bia Basin Office of NOAA Fisheries’ West Coast 
Region. “That’s essential for sustaining salmon 
through these tough times so they can rebound 
when ocean conditions support it.”  

– NOAA Fisheries
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LOOKING BACK by ANJULI GRANTHAM

Yukon fish wheels: Adapting old designs for a new era
Charlie Wright Sr. relates the story of when the first fish wheel 

was constructed on the bend of the Yukon River where the village 
of Rampart rests, deep in Alaska’s Interior.

Wright’s great grandfather, Al “Cap” Mayo, carried the spruce 
poles and other materials down to the shore and started assem-
bling the contraption while villagers laughed at him. They won-
dered: How could that device possibly catch salmon better than 

the fish fences and traps that they used, or the nets that they wove 
from whatever materials they could gather?

But once Mayo’s fish wheel started scooping salmon from the 
mighty river, the Koyukon Athabaskan villagers were quickly con-
vinced of the gear’s efficiency. The Rampart region of the Yukon 
River became fish wheel country.

Cap Mayo might have been accustomed to making people laugh 
well before making that first fish wheel in the area, having spent his 
youth as a circus performer before heading to the North. Mayo trav-
eled through Canada, entering Alaska territory via the Yukon River.

Beginning in the 1880s, Mayo and his partners Jack McQuesten 
(of Yukon Jack fame) and Arthur Harper worked as fur traders, 
store operators, and prospectors from Tanana in Alaska’s Interior 
to Fort Selkirk in Yukon Territory. All three men married Koyukon 
women. Mayo ran the trading post at Tanana beginning in 1894 
with his wife Margaret (Neehunilthnoh).

Banging in the box: Mayo, who is the namesake of the village in 
Yukon Territory, died in 1924, well after fish wheels had become a part 
of life in the Rampart region. Mayo’s great grandson, Wright, recalls 
how the sound of the fish wheel permeated his dreams as a child.

“On a calm night, the big kings would be banging in the fish 
wheel box across the river, and they were so large that the sound 
would wake us up,” he remembers.

A man of slight stature couldn’t help but drag the tail of those 
huge kings on the ground while carrying them, Wright contends, 
while today Wright can carry three in one hand, like one would 
carry silver salmon.

Every year of his youth, Wright worked with his family to har-
vest young spruce trees, turn them into poles, and then steam bend 
the poles to prepare for the construction of new fish wheels.

Back then, the village didn’t have the heavy equipment required 
to pull the wheels from the river at the end of the season, so they 
often lasted just a year, providing Wright with plenty of construc-

tion practice. He remembers fish camps every 
10 miles along the river, full of families oper-
ating fish wheels alongside racks of scarlet-
hued dried salmon.

Eventually, gillnets began to replace fish 
wheels as the gear of choice, and knowledge of fish wheel construc-
tion began to wane. Moreover, Chinook returns became such that 
even subsistence fishing in the region is curtailed.

Fish friendly fish wheels: Prompted by poor Chinook returns, 
obligations to the Pacific Salmon Treaty and Yukon River Salmon 
Agreement, and a desire to pass the tradition of fish wheels on to 
the next generation, Wright is partnering with others to resuscitate 
fish wheels while modifying them to fit new needs.

Wright creates “fish friendly” fish wheels, utilizing soft mesh for 
the baskets and adding padding to the chute. The salmon travel 
down this chute to reach a box from which the fish are plucked. The 
kind of fish wheel that Wright builds doesn’t injure salmon to the 
extent of typically constructed fish wheels, helping off-limit species 
(like kings) to return to the water with a greater chance of survival.

These modified fish wheels are particularly friendly to Canada-
bound fish, Wright contends, since the fish wheels are set along 
the banks of the river rather than jutting out towards the center, as 
gillnets do. He explains that the middle of the river is a fish super-
highway, destined for Canadian spawning grounds, while fish des-
tined for local tributaries cling to the side. Consequently, these fish 
friendly fish wheels can help Alaska to respect treaty obligations 
and enhance returns to Canada, hopefully allowing for more fish-

A “fish friendly” fish wheel under construction this summer at Stevens 
Village on the Yukon River. Photo courtesy of Charlie Wright

Continued on Page 30
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Prince William Sound, Southeast proposals await fish board
Meeting season: The Alaska Board of Fisheries has a big series 

of meetings upcoming to consider dozens of regulatory proposals 
in some of the state’s most important fishing regions.

The board first will meet Dec. 1-5 in Valdez to consider Prince 
William Sound finfish proposals. Then the board will convene 
Jan. 11-23 in Sitka to weigh Southeast and Yakutat finfish and  
shellfish proposals.

The board also will meet March 6-9 in Anchorage to consider 
certain shellfish proposals and other issues.

As always, the board is facing some controversial and intrigu-
ing proposals, which are collected in the board’s 200-page proposal 
book (posted at tinyurl.com/ybeukyel). Here are a few of interest.

Proposal 99 seeks to curtail the Sitka Sound commercial sac roe 
herring fishery by reducing the maximum harvest rate from 20 per-
cent to 10 percent of the spawning biomass.

The proposal comes from the Sitka Tribe of Alaska, which has 
long held that the commercial fishery is hindering subsistence 
herring egg harvests.

Proposal 72 would designate “exploratory” areas in the South-
east Alaska commercial Tanner crab fishery.

“Some areas of Southeast have not been fished for Tanners in 
decades, and we would like to give fishermen an opportunity to try 
these areas,” the proposal says.

Numerous individual fishermen, associations, and processors 
are backing the proposal, including the Petersburg Vessel Owners 
Association, Icicle Seafoods, and Alaska Glacier Seafoods.

Proposal 64, from the Petersburg Vessel Owners Association, 
would manage the Southeast commercial red king crab fishery 

under equal quota shares when the stock is 
below the minimum threshold for a fishery.

“We are looking for a way to prosecute a 
red king crab fishery when there is a harvest-
able surplus of less than 200,000 pounds of 
legal male red king crab,” the proposal says.

Proposal 4, from Cordova District Fishermen United, would 
establish a targeted pelagic rockfish jig fishery with its own guide-
line harvest level in the Outside District of Prince William Sound.

“There are currently no directed rockfish fisheries in Prince Wil-
liam Sound; all rockfish are caught as bycatch in other fisheries,” 
the proposal says.

Proposal 90, from the Southeast Alaska Regional Dive Fisheries 
Association, would allow exploratory harvest of geoduck clams.

Geoduck beds are difficult and expensive for the Alaska Depart-
ment of Fish and Game to survey and open, the proposal says.

“SARDFA would like for ADF&G to open areas that have not 
been surveyed to identify where commercially viable beds might 
be,” the proposal says.

Proposal 93, from Justin Peeler, would establish a commercial 
fishery for squid, using purse seine gear, in Southeast Alaska.

“Economic opportunity is going untouched” in the form of a 
growing population of market squid in Southeast coastal waters, 
the proposal says.

      
Far north crab: Norton Sound fishermen took 411,739 pounds 

of red king crab during the summer fishery, or 98 percent of the 
open-access quota. Thirty-six vessels made landings.

The crab fetched an average of $6.25 per 
pound, the second-highest price ever paid 
for the summer fishery. The ex-vessel value 
of the fishery was $2.56 million.

The season opened June 26 and ran for 30 
days, making it the third-shortest since 1993 
when the Norton Sound king crab fishery 
effectively became a small-boat fishery, the 
Department of Fish and Game reported.

“As in the past two years, the harvest rate 
was excellent from the start and, with only 
one major storm at the end, continued to be 
superb throughout the four-week season,” 
the department said.

      
Help wanted: United Fishermen of Alas-

ka, the state’s flagship commercial fishing 
association, is again pushing to find an exec-
utive director.

A recent job announcement said the posi-
tion involves working with government 
officials, the media, and UFA directors and 
members. Starting salary is “up to $100K.”

Candidates lacking a background in 
Alaska fisheries will be considered, the 
announcement said.

The deadline to apply was Sept. 22.

Wesley Loy is editor of Pacific Fishing magazine  
and producer of Deckboss, a blog on Alaska com-
mercial fisheries.
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Crewing on a classic fish boat, the Sleep-Robber
Pride and joy: I spent 20 days on the venerable 76-foot ex-seiner/ 

longliner Sleep-Robber in August as a crewman on the vessel with 
owner Randy Reifel for his annual sport fishing adventure to British  
Columbia’s northcentral coast.

Reifel owns seiners 
such as the Prosperity, 
Kristav, Snow Queen, 
and Viking Spirit, but 
without a doubt the 
Sleep-Robber is his 
pride and joy.

She was in to 
Commodore’s Boats 
shipyard earlier this  
year for planking, 
caulking, and paint. 
Last year she was in 
the yard for exten-
sive woodwork in-
cluding new plank-
ing, caulking, and  
deck replacement.

A classic double-
decker, the Sleep-Rob-
ber was built in 1956 
for legendary B.C.  

fisherman Fred Kohse in the days when Canadian fishing vessels  
were permitted to longline for halibut in the Bering Sea.

The vessel was virtually destroyed and written off after ground-
ing and capsizing in 2001, and Reifel bought the remains and had 
her restored. All the frames from the forward engine room bulk-
head to the lazerette were replaced, 40 percent of the 2.5-inch 
planks were replaced, and all planks were refastened. Four-thou-
sand spikes and 10,000 lag screws went into the hull restoration. 
The saltwater-damaged 425-horsepower D353 Caterpillar engine 
had to be rebuilt as well.

It was a pleasure to get to sail on such a classic fishing vessel.
      

Salmon farm occupation: Led by hereditary chief Ernest 
Alfred, a small group in late August occupied a Marine Harvest 
salmon farm at Swanson Island in the Broughton Archipelago near 
Alert Bay, in Johnstone Strait.

The group took the action after visiting different salmon farms 
along the coast and taking videos of diseased farmed salmon and 
wild herring swimming inside the salmon pens.

They vowed to stay on the farm until satisfied that the province 
has canceled the farm’s license of occupation and the farm leaves 
the territory. The farm is located 17 kilometers east of Alert Bay.

Despite provincial government licensing, Alfred said the farm is 
situated on territory claimed by the ’Namgis and the Mamalilikala 
First Nations.

“This is a serious violation of our aboriginal rights and title. No 
one here has given permission for this site to be operating in our 
waters,” Alfred said.

He added: “Nimpkish River salmon are getting sick by swim-
ming through the pathogens that are just pouring out of this place. 
So, it’s time to pack them out, pack them up, and remove these 
fish, start pumping them out…. And I don’t think I’m gonna go 
anywhere until they start that process.”

      
Owner-operator coming to B.C.? The 

commitment by Canadian Fisheries Minis-
ter Dominic LeBlanc to East Coast fishermen 
that he will institute an owner-operator regu-
lation into their fishery has many wondering what impact this will 
have on the Pacific Coast.

LeBlanc on July 25 told the Canadian Independent Fish Harvest-
ers’ Federation he plans to make amendments to the Fisheries Act 
that will “enshrine the owner-operator and fleet separation law.”

“This would mean that the minister would be able to create regu-
lation under law to prohibit a fisherman from using a license to 
enter a controlling agreement or other arrangements that are con-
trary to social and economic objectives that are beyond the spirit 
and intent of the owner-operator and fleet separation policies,” 
LeBlanc said.

The United Fishermen and Allied Workers’ Union is asking all 
fishermen and supporters to write to LeBlanc asking him to abide 
by his commitment and, also, to make owner-operator and fleet 
separation apply to the Pacific Coast.

How owner-operator and fleet separation will work in B.C. has 
yet to be discussed by fishermen; it may very well apply differently 
in different fisheries. On the East Coast, for example, those proces-
sors having “controlling interest” in licenses or quota were given 
eight years to divest themselves of their control.

Michel Drouin has covered British Columbia’s fishing industry since 
1990. He lives in Vancouver, B.C.

The Sleep-Robber, a classic double-decker 
built in 1956. Michel Drouin photo
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Fire in Columbia River Gorge threatens fish
Hatchery release: A massive, human-caused fire in the Colum-

bia River Gorge that jumped from Oregon to Washington at the 
beginning of September was bad news not only for people who live 
and recreate there, but also for fish.

Oregon fishery officials released more than 600,000 hatchery 
salmon – some dumped into the river six months earlier than 
expected – from three different hatchery facilities as the blaze con-
tinued to rage and ash rained down. The fish, primarily coho and 
Chinook salmon, were released from the Bonneville, Oxbow, and 
Cascade hatcheries.

The release was necessary, a spokesperson said. At one location, 
a water source feeding the hatchery facility was engulfed in flames 
and intake pipes were choked with ash and other debris resulting 
from the fire.

Biologists and fishery managers worry about the lingering effects 
of the wildfire on future runs. Though forest fires in the gorge are 
unlikely to affect adult fish in the rivers now, tribal groups say 
fall and winter rains could bring down ash, sediment, and woody 
debris into the tributaries of the Columbia and Sandy rivers right 
when salmon are there to spawn.

      
Crab agreement: President Donald Trump signed a West Coast 

crab management bill (H.R. 374) into law in August.
The new law permanently establishes a tri-state agreement allow-

ing Washington, Oregon, and California to cooperatively manage the 
Dungeness crab fishery in federal waters. The law gives fishermen, 
industry leaders, and state fishery managers a sense of much-needed 
stability. The agreement had expired last year without a replacement.

“The Dungeness crab fishery is an eco-
nomic pillar of our coastal communities, 
supporting thousands of fishing and pro-
cessing jobs,” said U.S. Sen. Maria Cantwell, 
D-Washington, who had introduced the bill 
in 2014. “By preserving the tri-state agreement, we can sustainably 
manage our crab fisheries for many years.”

U.S. Rep. Jaime Herrera Beutler, R-Washington, sponsored the 
bill in the House.

“This commonsense agreement has been a model for sustainable 
fishery management, and it has now been made permanent,” she 
said. “I’m proud to have the president sign into law this bill that 
will give certainty – vital to the success of any industry – to the crab 
fishing businesses that support families and livelihoods in South-
west Washington.”

      
Plant rebuild: Pacific Seafood Group is on schedule to reopen 

its Warrenton, Oregon, processing plant in time for the Dungeness 
crab season.

Construction started last year after a fire destroyed the original 
plant in 2013.

The company expects to begin processing crab at Warrenton  
this December.

      
New enforcement chief: Steve Bear 

was sworn in Sept. 8 as the new chief of the 
Washington Department of Fish and Wild-
life Law Enforcement Program.

Bear formerly was director of the Alaska 
Wildlife Troopers.

He was selected to lead the Washington 
program following a nationwide search, 
WDFW said in a press release.

Bear replaces Steve Crown, who left 
WDFW in 2016 to head the Wenatchee Police Department. As chief, 
Bear will oversee 156 people, including 130 commissioned officers.

      
Extinction? Upper Willamette River winter steelhead are at risk 

of extinction thanks to California sea lions, according to an analysis 
by the Oregon Department of Fish and Wildlife.

These fish have been listed as threatened under the federal 
Endangered Species Act since 1999. At the time, the native fish 
were struggling to overcome the impacts of habitat loss and federal 
dams. Now, sea lions are another factor. The pinnipeds consume 
25 percent or more of the wild run at Willamette Falls, the ODFW 
analysis found.

If predation continues at these levels, ODFW states “there is an up 
to 90 percent probability that at least one wild steelhead population 
of four populations will go extinct as a direct result of the predation.”

The department says this risk of extinction can only be avoided 
by limiting sea lion access to Willamette Falls.

But conservation groups argue that other factors are at play. 
They point to hatcheries operated by ODFW that produce non-
native summer steelhead. These fish compete with the wild winter 
run for habitat and food, they say.

Fishermen have not been allowed to harvest Upper Willamette 
River winter steelhead for more than 20 years.

Katie Frankowicz reports from Astoria, Ore.

MID-COAST REPORT by KATIE FRANKOWICZ



 WWW.PACIFICFISHING.COM £ OCTOBER 2017 £ PACIFICFISHING £ 23

Puget Sound helps defi ne us and supports our 

livelihoods. So report lost nets as soon as possible. 

There are no penalties, removals are free and this 

simple act can do more than save fi sh.

To report lost gear call 
360-733-1725 (NW Straits Foundation) 
or 855-542-3935 (WDFW), or visit derelictgear.org.

BE A SOUND 
THINKER 
REPORT LOST NETS

California fishermen divided over access to squid
Northern quota sought: Division between southern and central 

California fishermen and those based in the Fort Bragg area is inten-
sifying over market squid, one of the state’s most valuable fisheries.

The squid fishery is managed under a limited entry permit pro-
gram, with a season total catch limit of 118,000 short tons. The lim-
ited entry aspect is being challenged by Fort Bragg processors – 
including Caito Fisheries – along with two vessel owners and “the 
Fort Bragg fishing community” in a petition filed to the state Fish 
and Game Commission.

The petitioners assert that the squid fishery’s management plan 
“unknowingly took the biggest and most abundant fishery in Cali-
fornia and gave it to 55 fishers without taking into account the future 
needs and access of Northern California fishing communities.”

The price of a limited entry permit has “skyrocketed to over one 
million dollars,” the petition states, making it “unattainable for the 
fishermen of Northern California to have access to a resource that 
is right out in front of the harbor.”

The proposed solution is to establish a “community-based squid 
fishery” for ports in Fort Bragg, Eureka, and Crescent City, with a 
950-ton catch quota.

The petition is at odds with the stance of the California Wetfish 
Producers Association, which represents the fishing industry. Meet-
ings between the geographically and ideologically divided indus-
try participants haven’t yielded agreement.

Diane Pleschner-Steele, the association’s executive director, 
described the petition as “the latest attempt by Northern California 
fishermen to gain ‘free’ open access to squid – which is a limited 
entry fishery.”

The commission considered the petition at its Aug. 16 meeting 
and postponed action on it pending the Department and Fish and 
Wildlife’s broad review of restricted access policy.

Pleschner-Steele said the review of the existing policy should be 
done “before cherry-picking one and setting a precedent for all.”

In a letter to the commission, she disputes the petition’s claim 
of there being only 55 permits for the fishery and highlights the 
greater effects of reversing restricted access policy. Issues of poten-
tial “socio-economic harm” to the existing limited entry squid fleet 
and establishing a precedent of “preferential treatment” are also 
raised in Pleschner-Steele’s letter.

She adds that “despite countless hours of discussion,” those 
issues haven’t been addressed.

      
Scratch fishing: Meanwhile, the California market squid fish-

ing season is plodding along with what Pleschner-Steele described 
as “scratch fishing – not huge volumes coming in, but some.”

The state Department of Fish and Wildlife reported only 21,073 
tons of landings as of Aug. 25.

Water conditions have moderated with the wane of the El Niño 
influence that limited the last two squid seasons. But conditions in 
shallow-water spawning areas are still less than optimal.

“I’ve heard that a lot of juvenile squid have been observed off-
shore, so when ocean conditions on the spawning beds improve, 
we should return to a good harvest again,” Pleschner-Steele said.

      
Salmon teamwork: California salmon runs have been alarm-

ingly low in recent years and response to the situation is emerging 
on two fronts.

As a federal disaster declaration for Cali-
fornia’s sparse Chinook salmon season is 
being lobbied for, a new partnership between 
various state agencies and organizations has 
emerged to further the goal of boosting runs 
in the state’s Central Valley.

Central Valley rivers – primarily the Sacramento River and its 
tributaries – form the staple watershed for the state’s Chinook runs, 
which have “declined drastically,” according to an Aug. 29 press 
release announcing the formation of the Central Valley Salmon 
Habitat Partnership.

The team’s members include state and federal environmental agen-
cies, water suppliers, fishermen’s groups, and environmental advocates.

The new partnership will seek to “identify, find funding for, and 
execute the best opportunities to improve salmon habitat,” accord-
ing to the release.

Although water delivery agencies and fishermen are famously 
at odds, there’s common ground on the need for restoration and 
habitat protection. Water deliveries to irrigators have been reduced 
in the past to assure enough water for struggling salmon.

John McManus, executive director of the Golden Gate Salmon 
Association, is quoted in the release as saying, “I’m hopeful that 
although we may not always agree on water decisions we can all 
work together to restore some of the river bank, side channel, and 
floodplain habitats in the Central Valley which are crucial to rear-
ing baby salmon.”

Daniel Mintz reports from Eureka, Calif.

SOUTHERN CLIMES by DANIEL MINTZ 
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Professional Services

Gibbons & Associates, P.S.
MARITIME ATTORNEYS

Proctor in Admiralty
Over 30 years experience

Trials, appeals, mediations, arbitrations
Injury and Wage Claims

Salvage
Collisions

Shipyard Claims
Liens

Contracts
Charter Parties
Joint Ventures

Fisheries
Tug and Barge

Marine Insurance Disputes
Coast Guard Licensed Master

Gibbons & Associates, P.S.
ph 206-381-3340; fax 206-381-3341

cell 206-419-6971
email svg@gibbonslawgroup.com

SE HABLA ESPANOL

9309 Glacier Hwy,  Ste. B-200  • Juneau, AK 99801 •   info@ermcpa.com •  www.ermcpa.com

Tax • Accounting • Attest

We Serve

425-250-6100  |  CLAconnect.com

MAKING AN IMPACT
We’re proud to support the fishing industry and the 

important role your organization plays in our community.

ADVISORY  |  OUTSOURCING  |  AUDIT AND TAX
©2016 CliftonLarsonAllen LLP

ADVERTISER NOTICE

It’s time  
to start  
planning   
for 2018

CONTACT JOHN NORDAHL  
at (206) 775-6286 or johnn@pacificfishing.com  

for the 2018 media kit today!
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“Buyers of high  
quality Alaskan and 

West Coast halibut and 
black cod.”

WE BUY IN  
ALL FISHING AREAS 

AND WE OFFER 
GREAT PRICES.

Call us today for a quote on your trip!

MAIN OFFICE:
Phone ........206-232-5040
Fax ............206-232-4413
Dana Cell...206-295-7500
Tyler Cell ...206-354-7717
Dispatch ....4944

BELLINGHAM OFFICE:
Phone ..........360-676-1606
Fax ..............360-671-7855
Eric Cell .......907-299-1161
Miles Cell .....541-778-3311
Dispatch ......56441.800.777.0714 toll free

www.merequipment.com

8-500kW Marine Generators
// Pull harder in the harshest marine environments
// More copper & premium corrosion resistance
// Superior motor starting & low operating temps
// Better fuel economy & longer engine life
// Easy to service & worldwide dealer support
// Proudly made in America

put your best 
fleet forward

www.foss.com/shipyards   
800.426.2885  

always safe. always ready.

From repairs and maintenance to major 

conversions and new construction, Foss 

Maritime’s two full-service shipyards keep 

your fleet moving forward.

      Monthly
Photo Contest

1 Take a great commercial 
fishing-related photo

2
Post it to the Pacific Fishing 
Facebook page/event with the 
description “2017 Photo Contest.”

3
Get published in the next issue 
of Pacific Fishing - plus win a free 
Pacific Fishing hat!

www.facebook.com/ 
PacificFishing
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PARTIAL LIST/CALL IF YOU DON’T SEE IT!

PACIFIC FISHING classifieds

LISTINGS WANTED!!!

IFQ: ALL AREAS
BOATS: ALL KINDS

PERMITS: ALL TYPES  
 

JOIN OUR LIST OF
SATISFIED CUSTOMERS.

CALL TODAY.
 

BUYERS ARE WAITING.

www.permitmaster.com

—IFQ—

NEW LISTINGS DAILY. CALL FOR QUOTES  
OR CHECK OUT OUR COMPLETE LIST  

ON THE WEB — $/F = FISHED

CALL FOR A COMPLETE LIST OF VESSELS FOR SALE
INCLUDING MANY BOAT/PERMIT PACKAGES

Toll Free: 888-588-1001
  
  

ONLINE @ www.permitmaster.com Email: vessels@permitmaster.com Fax: 253-564-3672

IFQs • VESSELS • PERMITS
E X C E P T I O N A L  F U L L  S E R V I C E  B R O K E R A G E

— PERMITS —

THE PERMIT MASTER

HERRING
SITKA SEINE ...................................WANTED
PWS SEINE .......................................... $21K
COOK INLET SEINE ............................... $11K
KODIAK SEINE ...................................... $21K
SE GILLNET PKG .................................. $12K
KODIAK GILLNET .................................... $5K
NORTON SOUND .................................... $2k
HOONAH POUND .....................................N/A
CRAIG POUND ...................................... $25K
PWS POUND ...........................................N/A
SALMON 
S.E. DRIFT .......................................WANTED
PWS DRIFT ..................................................
$145K .........................................................
COOK INLET DRIFT ..................................N/A
COOK INLET SET .....................................N/A
AREA M SEINE ................................WANTED
AREA M DRIFT ................................WANTED
AREA M SET ...........................................N/A
BBAY DRIFT ....................................... $145K
BBAY SET........................................WANTED
SE SEINE ........................................... $220K
PWS SEINE ........................................ $175K
COOK INLET SEINE ............................... $87K
KODIAK SEINE .........................................N/A
CHIGNIK SEINE ................................... $230K

POWER TROLL ................................WANTED
HAND TROLL ...................................WANTED
PUGET SOUND DRIFT ........................... $19K
PUGET SOUND SEINE .............. $150K W/NET
SHELLFISH
SE DUNGY 300 POT ........................WANTED
SE DUNGY 225 POT ............................. $55K
SE DUNGY 150 POT ............................. $35K
SE DUNGY 75 POT ..........................WANTED
SE POT SHRIMP ................................... $22K
KODIAK TANNER <60’ .......................... $28K
PUGET SOUNG DUNGY ....................... $180K
OR DUNGY 58’/500 POT ..................WANTED
OR DUNGY 58’/300 POT ..................... $144K
OR DUNGY 46’300 POT ........................ $84K
WA DUNGY 58’/500 POT .................WANTED
DIVE
SE GEODUCK ....................................... $70K
SE CUCUMBER ..................................... $26K
MISC.
CHATHAM BLACKCOD .......................... CALL
CAIFORNIA SQUID ...........................WANTED
CAL DUNGY 46’/350 POT ................... $215K
OR TROLL UNLIMITED/WGEAR ............. $25K
CAL LOBSTER .................................... $120K
WA TROLL ...............................................N/A

EXCEPTIONAL “FULL” SERVICE
BROKERAGE SAMPLES

P2307M – 58’X23’ JENSEN COMBINATION, RIGGED FOR 
TRAWL, POT AND SEINE, MTU 60 SERIES MAIN, 6068 JOHN 
DEERE 90KW W/2-38 GPM HYD PUMPS, 20KW LUGGER, 30 
TON RSW W/NEW TITANIUM CHILLER, 10 TON RSW W/TITANIUM 
CHILLER. PACKS 135K SALMON. MAIN BOOM W/10K GEAR-
MATIC AND 10K PULLMASTER, VANGING/TOPPING AND EXTRA 
PL4. PICKING BOOM W/TOPPING/VANGING AND PL8. IN HULL 
TRANSDUCERS FOR MARPORT TRAWL SYSTEM. LOADED WITH 
ELECTRONICS. AVAILABLE 10-17. ASKING $2.3M TURNKEY.

P2304M – 42’ X 12’6” WAHL FREEZER TROLLER, 
GARDNER MAIN, KUBOTA AUX. COMPLETE ELECTRONICS. 
ASKING $120K.

P2306M – 2000 165’ X 36’ OSV, LONGITUDINALLY 
FRAMED MAKES IT EASIER TO CONVERT INTO FISHING 
BOAT OR TENDER. 2 CUMMINGS KTA 38-MO MAINS, 2 
99KW CUMMINGS GENERATORS, 105’ X 31’ AFT DECK, 
50K GALS. FUEL, 40K GALS. WATER, 10750 CU FT. OF 
HOLD SPACE IN 6 TANKS. VESSEL HAS BEEN WELL 
MAINTAINED, BUILT TO USCG SUB CHAPTER L STANDARDS 
AND IS ABS CERTIFIED. OWNER LOOKING TO RETIRE. 
ASKING $3M. OFFERS.

P2314M – 86 X 18.7 TENDER, 12V71 GMC MAIN WITH 
1 SEASON ON MOH, TWIN DISC GEAR, 2 - 65KW JOHN 
DEERES, 35 TON IMS RSW, PACKS 150K IN 2 FIBERGLASS 
INSULATED HOLDS. 110V GALLEY, COMPLETE ELECTRON-
ICS. RIGGED AND READY FOR TENDERING. ASKING $300K.

P2315M – 32 X 12 NORDIC, GMC 671, TWIN DISC GEAR, 
CONSTANT HYDRAULICS, IMS RSW, REEL W/LEVELWIND. 
GREAT DEAL FOR FLUSH DECK, RSW BOAT. ONLY $130K.

P2312M – 1980 ROBERTS, TAMD70D VOLVO MAIN 
REBUILT IN 2010, TWIN DISC 506, 277 CESSNA FOR DECK 
GEAR, CURRY ARTICULATING REEL WITH LEVELWIND. 7.5 
TON IMS ISUZU DRIVEN RSW W/110 GEN. PACKS 8K IN 
12 HATCHES W/CUSTOM BAGS FOR EASY LOAD/UNLOAD. 
EXCELLENT SET UP WITH 100% “BEST FISH” DELIVERIES. 
GREAT DEAL ON ECONOMICAL RSW BOAT. ONLY $108K.

P2311M – 1985 KG MARINE, GMC 6V92TA MAIN, TWIN 
DISC 509, CONSTANT FLOW HYDRAULICS, 7.5 TON ISUZU 
DRIVEN IMS SYSTEM NEW IN 2012. PACKS 13.5K FLOATED. 
FIXED 200 FATHOM REEL W/AUTO LEVELWIND. ENCLOSED 
LEXAN TOPHOUSE. FURUNO RADAR, RAYTHEON SOUNDER, 
GARMIN PLOTTER. SQUARED AWAY FLUSH DECK, RSW 
BOAT. ASKING $250K.

P2313M – HEAVY DUTY LIMIT BOAT, CUMMINS TK-115-M 
MAIN, TWIN DISC GEAR, 38KW AUX, 18 TON RSW, PACKS 
43.5K IN FRONT HATCH + 20K IN BACK. LOADS OF UP-
GRADES IN LAST 3 YEARS. PACKAGE INCLUDES 21’ 8” X 
10’ 8” ALUMINUM SKIFF W/260HP 6BT CUMMINS. 325 MD 
SEINE USED FOR 20 SETS, 450 MD SEINE W/3,000 LB LEAD-
LINE. MORE PHOTOS AND INFO COMING. ASKING $549K.

© sohn wentworth, MarineTraffic.com

ANY# “B/C” SE BCOD BLK/UNBLKD @ WANTED
2,200# “C” WY BCOD BLKD @ $25

ANY# “B/C” WY BCOD BLK/UNBLKD @ WANTED
ANY# “B/C” CG BCOD BLK/UNBLKD @ WANTED

3500# “C CG BCOD BLKD@ $22
8,000# “A” AI BCOD UNBLKD LSE @ 3O%

75,000# “B” AI BCOD UNBLKD @ $3.10
18,000# “B” BS BCOD UNBLKD @ $5

ANY# “B/C/D” 2C HALIBUT BLKD/UNBLKD @ WANTED
1500# “C” 2C HALIBUT AVAL CH/LSE @ $7

ANY# “B/C” 3A HALIBUT UN/BLKD @ WANTED
2000# “B” 3A HALIBUT UNBLKD FISHED @ $60

1100# “D” 3A HALIBUT BLKD@ $53
ANY# “B/C” 3B HALIBUT UNBLKD @ WANTED

2,900# “C” 4A HALIBUT BLKD @ $25
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Boats/Permits/IFQs

HOMER
MARINE
TRADES
ASSOCIATION

WWW.HOMERMARINETRADES.COM

Choose
 Homer for
  Your Boat
   Work

Homer
59 36'02oN
151 24'34oW

The F/V Morgan  
is ready to fish 

your IFQs!
The F/V Morgan is a 32' Delta, available 
to fish all classes of quota in all areas. 
It’s a like-new, fully-equipped, clean, 
and comfortable boat. Professional 
crew with 15+ years experience in 
the fishery. Flexible schedule and 
competitive rates. No #2s, best prices. 
For more information, contact 
Jonathan Pavlik  •  (907) 314-0714 Cell  •  (907) 784-3032 Home

Your
trusted
source.

Here to Help You Grow

We support fisheries and agriculture with 
reliable, consistent credit and financial 
services, today and tomorrow.

· Vessels

·  Quotas 

· Operating Lines of Credit

· Residential and Lot Loans

· Young and Beginning Fishermen

206.691.2000 | northwestfcs.com/fisheries
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PACIFIC FISHING  classifieds
Boats/Permits/IFQs

PACIFIC KNIGHT
58 foot longliner (auto baiter), crabber, tender. 
$1 million. Call 907-518-4551.

FOR SALE
114-ton California market squid purse permit. 
Priced to sell quickly. $2.3 million. Call Don 
(949) 279-9369.

FOR SALE
DNG C-6000i Computerized Jigging Reel. 
Purchased in 2013. Used once. Reel is in like-
new condition and comes with a manual and 
spectra line. A stainless stand is available.  
Asking $4,000.00.

FOR SALE
Have two California light-market Brail Boat 
licenses for sale. Call Don. (949) 279-9369.

• EXTRUDED ALUMINUM CONTACT  
REFRIGERATION SYSTEMS

• RSW SYSTEMS

• BLAST SYSTEMS

• BRINE SYSTEMS

• INSULATED FREEZER BOXES

Increase Daily Production

without Sacrificing

Hold Capacity!

REFRIGERATION SALES•SERVICE & INSTALLATIONS

6677 MIRAH ROAD, VICTORIA, BC V8M 1Z4

AVAILABLE TO HARVEST YOUR IFQS!

Contact Norman @ 509-675-0304 or alaskanorm@centurylink.net

We deliver quality product!
F/V Sherrie Marie, 61’ Steel long-
liner, available for hired skipper and 
walk-ons. 30+ years experience 
in fishery. Excellent, fully equipped 
boat, seasoned professional crew 
with HIGH QUALITY standards. 
All fish is delivered bled and iced. 
Competitive rates and references.

Alaska Boats & Permits, Inc.

www.alaskaboat.com
alaskaboats@gmail.com

Homer, Alaska

IFQs • PERMITS • VESSELS
FULL SERVICE MARINE BROKERAGE

(800) 992-4960 • (907) 235-4966

(206)789-5101
(800)683-0297

See all our listings at www.dockstreetbrokers.com.

Dock Street Brokers

Selling your boat?
Low 5% Commission
Non-Exclusive Listing 

You retain the right to sell         
your own vessel. 

CALL TODAY  (800)683-0297

BB17-023  32’x16’x3’ aluminum 
Bristol Bay gillnetter, built in 1985 
by All Points. Twin GMC 6V92-
T, Twin Disc 5111A. Isuzu 12 kw 
genset.  IMS 7.5 ton RSW system.  
Flush deck.  Packs 16k#.  Radar w/ 
chart plotter, (2) VHF, (2) sounders, 
GPS, ComNav autopilot.  Bristol 
Bay package available.  $290,000.

CO17-015  55.5’x17.5’ steel combi, 
rigged for crab, longline & troll.  
855 Cummins, 50 kW John Deere 
gen set.  (2) radar, (2) GPS, (2) 
SSB, (2) VHF, sounder, sat phone, 
ComNav auto pilot, and more.  Deck 
gear includes bait chopper, 19” 
Junes block, Junes roller, Kolstrand 
longline drum and more.  Hull 
recently blasted to cap rails.  New 
fish hold, ss fuel lines.  Holds 26k# 
crab, 45k# halibut w/ ice, 25 tons 
tuna.  Package INCLUDES Oregon 
500 pot crab permit good to 58’, 
Trilogy pots and 24 foot trailer.  All 
good gear, no junk.  Really clean 
boat.  Asking $1,100,000.

SE17-010  58’x17’  fiberglass 
combination seiner/trawl vessel 
built in 1989, complete refit by Delta 
Marine in 2012.  Detroit 12V-71 
rated at 340 hp.  Twin Disc PTO 
w/ (3) pumps.  40 kw John Deere.  
Packs 70k lbs in main hold.  New 
mast, rigging, Pilkington winch, and 
davits. Asking $990,000.

BB17-036 32’x14.6’x34” flush deck, 
RSW, Bristol Bay gillnetter built by 
Pacific Ocean Ent. in 1993.  Twin 
300 hp Sea Star 7.3L.  PacWest 
7.5 ton RSW.  Packs 15k lbs.  
Fixed (4) shackle reel w/ SeaMar 
direct drive motor, Maritime auto 
levelwind and stern roller.  (2) Load 
sensing hydraulic pumps.  Complete 
electronics and comfortable galley.  
Asking $250,000.

Halibut & Sablefish listings 
needed. We have buyers 

looking in all areas!
HALIBUT IFQ

3A-D-B:    1,100 lbs ...........asking $47.00
3B-B-B:   4,000 lbs...........asking $43.00
4D-B-B:  12,500 lbs...........asking $20.00
4D-B-B:    5,500 lbs...........asking $18.00

SABLEFISH IFQ
AI-C-B:      3,200 lbs  ....................... $1.50
CG-C-B:    3,500 lbs  .......... asking $24.00
WG-B-B:    7,000 lbs ...........asking $62.00
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PACIFIC FISHING  classifieds
Boats/Permits/IFQs

FOR SALE
California purse seiner with market squid per-
mit boat hold 80 ton of rsw squid. Two nets and 
skiff included and has crew already if needed, 
owner is retiring. 2,750,000 dollars. Call Don 
(949) 279-9369.

FOR SALE
California squid market brail - light boat permit 
369,000 dollars get in on California new gold 
rush. Call Don (949) 279-9369.

FOR SALE
Lightboat for sale with permit. Boat is also a 
solid fiberglass, Coast Guard certified, charter 
boat. Priced to sell quickly. $750,000. Call Don. 
(949) 279-9369.

ENGINE FOR SALE
Scania 650hp—D-12-66M, tier-2, 2011. I am 
up-powering, low 2800hrs, 110amp alter-
nator, perfectly maintained, no gear, in Mt. 
Vernon. 45K obo, (70K new). Great engine!  
chriswht50@gmail.com.

FOR SALE
Lobster permit with 270 traps ready to fish 
130,000 dollars season starts in October. 
Other permits for California available. Call Don  
(949) 279-9369.

FOR SALE
California market squid purse seiner with 75 ton 
squid permit available 2,9 million. Call Don for 
more info (949) 279-9369.

FOR SALE
Have several California lobster permits for 
sale. Some with traps. Priced to sell. Call Don  
Brockman. (949) 279-9369.

FOR SALE
Monk designed 46 x 14 fiberglass gillnet/combo 
vessel. Completed 1980 in Port Townsend by  
Chinook Marine. CAT 3208T, 7.5 ton RSW, 12’’ 
bow thruster, 10 KW hydraulic generator, 2 
Cessna hydraulic pumps, 18,000 lbs capacity, 
960 fuel, 300 water. Reinforced aluminum reel 
on tracks, trolling pole tops, complete electron-
ics, spacious quarters. Extensive refit in 2006-
07. Large inventory of spares. Dry stored in  
Petersburg. $220,000. (206) 605-8747.

Carbon emissions plan continued from Page 6
licenses or truck licenses in some markets, and catch shares in  
some fisheries.

Invest to reduce emissions from Washington-based 
vehicles and marine vessels, regardless of where 
their emissions occur. Many fishing vessels, trucks, 
buses, aircraft and other working vehicles routinely cross 
state boundaries. The Alliance has proposed language that 
prohibits investments to reduce any emissions that occur 
outside the state. Washington’s interests would be better 
served by maximizing emission reductions from these 
operations, regardless of their location. The main GHG, 
carbon dioxide, mixes freely across state boundaries, so 
the amount matters much more than the location. This 
geographic limit also disadvantages residents who buy 
fuel at home but burn much of it out of state. For example, 
Washington fishing vessels that operate mainly off Alaska or 
Oregon would lack access to carbon revenues to reduce most 
of their emissions. For them, qualifying for funds to reduce 
any emissions that occur within Washington would require 
costly record-keeping to demonstrate which fraction of their 

fuel is burned inside state boundaries. Recommendations: 
For Washington-based vessels and vehicles, eliminate language 
restricting carbon investments solely to projects that reduce 
emissions within the state. Explicitly permit investments that 
reduce emissions from vessels or vehicles owned by Washington 
individuals or entities, regardless of whether those emissions occur 
within the state.

These are just a few ideas to refine the Alliance’s plan 
to work for fishery-dependent communities like ours. The 
Alliance has made a decent start tackling a problem that 
matters to all of us, but they have their own priorities. Now 
it’s up to the rest of us to help shape that plan into a solution 
we can support (and live with). Time is short. Probably by 
the end of October, the window will close to adjust initiative 
language before filing.

How to get involved? Join the Working Group on Seafood 
and Energy, which helped me learn enough to speak up.  

Mike Cassinelli participates in the Working Group on Seafood and 
Energy, a trade organization founded by fisheries leaders to protect 
livelihoods and seafood supplies from effects of unchecked carbon 
emissions. To learn more, write info@globaloceanhealth.org.

Looking Back continued from Page 19

ing opportunities along the Alaska stretch of the Yukon.
Wright sees returning to traditional fishing methods along 

the Yukon as a chance to enhance Chinook returns and ensure  
cultural survival.

This summer, Wright taught youth to build a fish friendly 
fish wheel in Stevens Village.

“It’s feeding many, many families now,” he reports.
If Wright has his way, the legacy of his great grandfather’s 

fish wheels will persist, the Rampart region will be fish wheel 
country again, and huge Chinooks will bang in fish boxes, 
waking up a new generation of fishermen.

Anjuli Grantham is a public historian, writer, and producer based 
in Alaska. Read more of her work at anjuligrantham.com.



Flexible Solutions.
Solid Support.

British Columbia/Alberta/Washington: Tony Thomas (425) 277-5330
Oregon/Alaska: Mike Fourtner (360) 742-2864
California/Hawaii: Tom O’Connor (510) 347-6614

salesandservice.cummins.com

Cummins offers a full range of EPA Tier 3 propulsion and auxiliary solutions from 6.7 to 60 
liters. Cummins Tier 3 product line applies advanced combustion technology to reduce 
emissions in-cylinder without the need for aftertreatment and will serve as the platform for 
future, more stringent emissions in the U.S. and globally. These engines run cleaner and 
stronger with exceptional dependability and durability.

Let our marine professionals help navigate you and improve your bottom line.

Vessel: Bravo II
Built by Armstrong Marine, Inc.
Twin Cummins Marine QSB6.7 engines
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CONNECTIVITY
WITHOUT

COMMITMENT
Outfit your fleet with AgilePlans™ by KVH.  A new, all-inclusive 
solution offering VSAT hardware, fast broadband, daily news, 
training, and installation – all with no commitment and zero
maintenance costs. Everything you need, nothing you don’t. 
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